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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Editor of this preſent edition of the Rev. Mr. Ro- 
THERFOORD'S LETTERS, does not propuſe to enter- 
tain the reader with any encomiumy upon the worthy Author, 
whoſe praiſe is already in the churches; or any commendation 
of his unparalleled LETTERS, which have already been fo well 
reliſhed by the religious part of mankind : all that is intended, 
is only to point out the ſuperior excellence of this Edition to 
any of the former ones. It will appear obvious to every one, 
upon the ſmalleſt attention and reflection, that moſt of the for- 
mer impreſſions of this part of our Author's performances, 
have been printed both upon a very ſmall type, and an extreme 
coarſe paper, which made the peruſing cf them, {tho' excel- 
lent in themfelves) very unpleafant to the reader, and often mar- 
red that edification that might otherwiſe have ariſen from them. 
To remedy which, was the deſign of the Editor in offering the 
following edition of Mr. RUTHERFOORD's LETTERS to the 
public; an edition which, he hopes, from the largeneſs of the 
type, goodneſs of the paper, and elegancy of print, will do 
Juſtice to the Author, be a credit to himleif, and at the fanic 
time yield pleaſure and ſatisfaction to the reader. | 

Moſt of the late editions of theſe LETTERs have been con- 
ſiderably curtailed, in lopping off a large PREFACE from the 
beginning of them, tending to caſt light upon the Book, and 
the tranſactions of thoſe times; and allo ſome of the late im- 
preſſions have left out the POSTSCRIPT, uſually ſubjoined 
to the end of them; both ſuppoſed to be wrote by the Rer. 
Mr. M Wap. As the ſuppreſſing of theſe was complained of 
by the public, they are both retained in this impreſſion. And 
to render this edition ſtill more acceptable to the public, the 
publiſher has added Mr. RUuTHERFOORD's Teftimony to the co- 
venanted work of Reformation, between 1638, and 1649. And 
alſo his Dying Words, containing ſeveral advices to ſome mini- 
ſters and near relations. 

'That nothing might be wanting that has a tendency to re- 
fle& honour upon the juſtly ;eſteemed. Author, to gratify the 
candid reader, the editor begs leave to conclude, with ſubjoin- 
ing the account and character given of bim, by the late Rev. 
Mr. RoßgRT Wopzow, author of the Hiſtory of the Suffer- 
ings of the Church of Scutland, 
a2 | & That 


(iy) 
© That bright and ſhining light of his time, Mr. Samuel Ru- 
therfoord, may juſtly come in among the ſufferers, during this 
ſeſſion of Parliament, [viz. in the year 1661,] To be ſure, he 
was a martyr, both in his own refolution, and in men's deſigns 
and determination. He is ſo well known to the learned and pious 
world, that I need ſay little of him. Such who knew him belt 
were in a ſtrait whether to admire him for his ſublime geni- 
us in the ſchool, and peculiar exactneſs in matter of diſpute 
and controverſy ; or his familiar condeſcenſions in the pulpit, 
where he was one of the moſt moving and affectionate preach- 
ers in bis time, or perhaps in any age of the church, 

But he ſtems to have outdone himſelf, as well as every 
body elſe in his admirable, and every way fingular LETTERs, 
which, though jeſted upon by profane wits, becauſe of ſome 
familiar expreſſions, yet will be owned, by all who have any 
reliſh of picty, to contain ſuch ſublime flights of devotion, and 
to be fraughted with ſuch maſſy thoughts, as loudly ſpeak a ſoul 
united to Jeſus Chriſt in the cloſeſt embraces, and muſt needs 
at once raviſh and edify every ſerious reader. 

« The parliament were to have had an indictment laid before 
them againſt this holy man, if his death had not prevented it. 
After his book, intitled LEX -REX, had been ordered to be 
burnt at the croſs of Edinburgh, and the gate of the new college 
of St. Andrews, where he was divinity profeſſor; in their great 
humanity they were pleaſed, when every body knew Mr. Ru- 
therfoord to be in a dying condition, to cauſe cite him to appear 
before them at Edinburgh, to anſwer a charge of high treaſon. 
But he had a higher tribunal to appear before, where his judge 
was his friend. | | 

« Mr. Rutherfoord died in March 1661, the very day before 
the Ad Recifory was paſſed in the parliament. This eminent 
ſaint, and faithful ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, lamented, when near 
his end, 'That he was withheld from bearing witneſs to the 
work of Reformation, ſince the year 1638, and giving his pub- 
lic teſtimony againſt the evil courſes of the preſent time; other- 
wiſe he was full of peace and joy in believing.—I have a copy 
before me of what could be gathered up of his dying words, and 
the expreflions this great man had during his TEES 48 


7 See this Copy ſubioineg at the end, Page 522. 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 


INTENDED at rt, to have oiven thee the Gude of a ur. 

ger Preface to theſe Epiſtles z but I perceived upon ſecond 
thoughts, that as thou ſhouldeſt be at a loſs in being thereby 
kept up too long at the entry, ſo I ſhould gain but little at fol- 
lowing my firſt look, and therefore I have on purpoſe forborne 
what I intended, wherein, as I have pleaſed myſelf no worſt, 
ſo Lam ſure I have pleaſed thee much better, than if 1 had fol 
lowed forth* a defign, whereby thou couldeſt have reaped ſo 
little ad vantage; and therefore leaving and laying it aſide, I 
ſhall confine myſelf to what doth more n, relate to this 
great, little book. 


In the entry give me leave to tell thee, that as there are ma- 


ny of the author's papers, both polemic and practical, which 
he intended for public uſe and advantage, that will never ſee 
the light,; becauſe (being like Apelles's picture, which was either 
to be perfected by his own pencil, or wholly laid aide) he car- 
ried his pen away with himſelf, leaving few in the vey” 
that would undertake to follow his notion and fini or if 
they ſhould eſſay it, it would be in the iſſue, Duntarig by cer- 
vicem jungere equinam ; upon which” account the church of 


God may lament the loſs of ſack » Mafter' in Hrarl: as the 


world, | ſay, is at no ſmall loſs; by being robbed of fo rich a 
treafore; which was intended for them; 805 theſe few, which 
the author did not at all intend for public uſe, are here ſent a- 
broad: he did violence to the deſires of many in refuſing to 
publiſh them, (howbeit he was known to conſult the ſatisfaction 
and advantage of the truly godly, more than his own content- 
ment or eaſe) not becauſe he thought them unworthy of a Scho- 
lar, as not being ſtuffed with a great many ſterile notions. If 
any alledge this, *tis non cauſa pro cauſa ; but the true reaſon 

Ke: | why 


* 
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why he endeavoured to ſuppreſs and conceal them from the 
world, was, leſt any man ſhould think of him above what was 
meet; becauſe (if not of the abundance of revelation, which 
yet God did indeed give his ſuffering ſervant, as will be clear 
by comparing what he forſaw, both as to the work in general, 
and as to ſome particular perſons, with the event; yet) of the 
abundance of foul-refreſhing manifeſtations that be had; : this 
is the true reaſon which made him inexorable, and kept him 
from liſtening to the moſt preſſing and aſſiduous entreaties of 
his friends: he had many things which commended him to the 
people of God, but his covering his great attainments as a 
Chriſtian, and the pregnancy of his parts as a ſcholar, with the 
vail of humility, (which is the chief ornament of a gracious ſpi- 
Tit) as it did render him peculiarly and defervedly dear to them, 
ſo it made both the one and the other thine more brightly, and 
did, beſides their native and intrinſick beauty, give an adven · 
titious brightneſs and luſtre to all that great ſtock of grace, aud 
ſtore of parts, which were found (rare avis in terris jointly 
in him. It was manifeſt to all who were but a little acquaint 
with him that his modeſty and humility was ſuch, that in all 
his moſt eminent appearances for God, he ſtudied to diſappear, 
left he ſhould by ſtanding up, be guilty of intercepting any part 
of that glory, which belongs to him alone, of whom: are all 
things, and far whom are all things : neither was he at any loſs 
hereby; for thus he became great in the kingdom of God: 
his growing downward, in that high and goſpel-adorning grace 
of humility, made bim grow upward in favour with God arid 
all good men; and thus by denying himſelf, and ſeeking God 
alone, he both found what he fought, and got what he was not 
willing to take, nor would own as his due. 

But, beſides this true account I have given, why the world 
was deprived of lo ufeful and edifying a piece to this day; .I 
think it ſhould not pafs without a remark, that Godin his good 
providence, hath reſerved the publication thereof, for ſuch a 
time as this, wherein it ſeems to promiſe a Gngular advantage, 
beyond and above what was probably attainable at any other ſea- 
tou : ſirſt, as the ſuifering people of God, who, while they are 
deprived ot theſe things in public, for the moſt part, which 
comforted them over all their ſorrows, and while the fongs of 
the ſanCtuary (becaufe the Philiſtines have ſtopped moſt of thoſe 
wells, out of which they ufed to draw and drink with joy, 
that which was ſweeter to the taſte than honey to the mouth, or 
they have thrown that into them, which hath not only made 
them loſe their former reliſh and ſweetneſs, but hath rendered 
them ſo bitter, that they are now become gall and wormwood) 


are turned into howling and bitter lanentation 3 while it is thus, 
I lay, 


» 
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I ſay, with the people of God, that inſtead of being made glad 
in his houſe of prayer, as formerly, they are ſighing for the 
ceaſing of thoſe ſolemn aſſe mblies : they may in their tad hours 
commune with this ſufferer, who not being willing to eat his 
morſel alone, ſpeaks to them good words, and comfortably 
telleth you, beloved ſufferers, what a heaven is to be had in 
Chriſt's company, even when ye axe put to bear the croſs, and 
to have ſhame and ſuffering for his fake, as your inſeparable 
companion: neicher is his diſcourſe upon this ſubject, an emp- 
ty or idle ſpeculation: nay, he ſpeaks what he knoweth : the 
God for whole cauſe he fuffered comforted him in the like tri- 
bulation, and fo he is in cafe to comfort you by the comforts 
wherewith-he himſelf was comforted of God. | | 
Next, as to thoſe of the miniſters. of the goſpel, who by the 
violence of their adverſaries, are driven from their flocks (which 
to a godly mĩnĩſter is the greateſt of afflictions) ſuch, I ſay, may 
ſee for ſtrengthening of their hands, while they are put to con- 
tend with thoſe that are too ſtrong for them, how this noble 
witneſs, who ſuffered for the ſame cauſe, carried, how he ac- 
quitted himſelf, and overcame: the archers ſhot fore at him, 
but his bow abode in its ſtrength 5 the arms of his hands were 
made fo ſtrong by the hand of the. mighty God of Jacob, that 
he was too hard for all that entered the liſts with him: and 
when they thought they had done ſufficient, either to force him 
to a compliance, or to make him faint under the effects of their 
fury, by depriving him of his miniſtry, which was dearer to 
him than his life, he was not by all this ſo much put to fuf- 
fering (to ſpeak properly) as, be was for a ſeaſon, a little re- 
moved from the noiſe and diſtraction that is abroad in the 
world, to be alone with God. O bleſſed folitude ! O ſweet ſo- 
ciety } he was taken out of the clamour and confuſion that is 
here below, up to the mount, where he was admitted to a near 
familiarity, and experienced the ſweetneſs of that fellowſhip 
with God, which he had preached to others: though be was 
not taken from the earth, yet he was not only kept from the 
evil that was then, and is now, in the world; but he enjoyed 
ſuch a heaven under his |heavy-preflures, that if he being a- 
bout his Maſter's buſineſs, had not been. prized by him, as pre- 
ferable to his on conſolation; he would have been in hazard 
of forgetting the troubles of Zion, and fo ſaying, „It is good 
for me to be here: but he was fuck a ſervant, as made it his 
meat and drink to do his Maſter's will ; he had fo learned Chriſt, 
as to prefer his concernments to his chief joy: and therefore, 
ye will find him often in theſe epiſtles, feaſting upon the con- 
ſolations of God, with the tear in his eye ; while he remem- 
bers Zion, and calls to mind the deſolate condition of the 


flocks 
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flocks of Chriſt, particularly his own, for whom nothing was 
prepared. | FIRE. 

He found in his ſolitude ſuch a meaſure of preſence, as could 
hardly have been expected, out of the chamber of preſence, 
where there is fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore : he 
knew more in his happy retirement, of the exerciſe of them 
who are above (who being made kings unto God, have crowns 
upon their heads; and being made prieſts alfo, ſacrifice theſe - 
to the giver) than he could have learned, by revolving all the 
volumes that are written in many ages, amidſt the greateſt out- 
ward calm and tranquility : this is the fummer fruit which grew 
out of the hard tree of the croſs of Chriſt that he was put to 
bear, which was ſo ſweet to his taſte, that it made him diſdain. 
the dainties of his adverſaries, and diſreliſh theſe ſour and unfa- 
voury delights of the ſons of men, which however they may at 
firſt ſeem to have ſome petty ſweet in them, yet they quickly 
ſet the teeth of the eater on edge, and are found bitter in the 
belly, and of a bad digeſtion ; theſe were the quiet fruits of 
righteouſneſs that his ſervant reaped by his ſufferings for Chriſt, 
and that in ſuch plenty, that out of his abundance, he ſends 
ſome baſkets of theſe ſweet, fruits abroad amongſt his friends, 
both to bring up 4 good report upon his liberal Lord and Maſ- 
ter, who allows on his followers, while they are pinched with 
penury of other comforts, full meaſure, heaped up, running 
over, ard ſhaken together; and upon the croſs of Chriſt alſo, 
to the end it might appear, that this burden is fo far from im- 
bittering the life of a fuffering ſaint, that by the contrary, as 
the fufferings of Chriſt abounded in him, fo his conſolation al- 
fo abounded by Jeſus Chriſt. n | 

The publication then, I ſay, of theſe epiſtles, ſeems in pro- 
vidence to be tryſted on purpoſe, with the ſufferings of his ſer- 
vants at this time, that we may be encouraged by his example, 
to a zealous faithfulneſs, and a cheerful ſuffering, and may wax 
bold by his bonds, under, and in which, he did experience 
much of the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. How oft do 
we find him prefering his confinement to all the ſublunary con- 
tentments of his perſecutors ? Here did he feed upon theſe pure 
and unmixed delights, which put fuch a gladneſs in the heart, 
as expels all the latent and lurking griefs that are there, and 
cauſeth the foul, while ſurrounded with all outward trouble to 
ſing, while they feed upon aſhes, and fill their belly with the 
Eaſt-wind, who feaſt upon the tears of the people of God, and 
ſeem to have nothing elle to interrupt their tranquility, but how 
they may trouble the children of peace. It was under this re- 
ſtraint, and in this houſe of his bondage, when being ſhut up 
from, and ſpoiled of all* creature comforts, that he found the 

| | ſurpaſſing 
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ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs of the conſolations of God, which taſte beſt 
when they are moſt free of the mud and mixture of other en- 
joxments z there it was where he found the truth of that ſaying 
of Auguſtine, Tanta et dulcedo cœleſtis gaudi, ut fr una guttula 
{ſluerit in infernum, totam amaritudinem inferni abſorberet : If 
one. drop of heavenly joy ſhould fall into hell, it would 1wallow 
up, or ſweeten all the bitterneſs of that place of torment.” The 
love of God and the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo abundantly 
jhed abroad in his heart, while he was in the furnace, that his 
croſs was not only made thereby light and eaſy, and his life plea- 
ſant, but ye have him often ſaying, (becauſe he found by theſe 
foretaſtes what inconceivable conſolation muſt be in the imme- 
diate viſion and full fruition of God) that if there were no other 
way to come at the poſſeſſion of that bleſſedneſs, he would not 
only chuſe to ſwim through a ſea of outward troubles z but he 
would wade through the lake of fire and brimſtone, to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of God himſelf ; and there is none who knew the ſobriety 
ot this holy man, that will judge he complimented in ſaying ſo; 
nay, there are none, who have found what a cool refreſhing 
ſhade and abundant conſolation the ſoul finds, in the company 
of the Son of man, while they walk with him amidſt the flames 
of the moſt ſcorching fiery trials ; but they would think ſtrange, 
it he ſpake otherwiſe. Let us then be aſhamed to ſcar at the 
croſs, or at Chriſt's gangs becauſe of it; ſince it bears the 
man who bears it; let us reſolve to take joytully the loſs of all 
things, life itſelf not being excepted, in the ſervice of ſuch a 
maſter, who makes us gainers by our lofles, and then in a ſpe. 
cial way makes up all our wants, according to his riches in glo- 
ry, when we have forſaken all to follow him. Let us ſtudy to 
carry in the fight of adverſaries, as men who cannot be made 
miſerable by affliction : for if we be but indeed faithful to him, 
we are more happy at our worſt, than we know; or rather we 
are in ſo far miſerable, as we know not how happy we are: he 
who is admitted to know that he hath a place in the heart of 
God, needs but care little what he meet with from the hand of 
man: this may wipe all tears from his eyes, even while he ſighs . 
out that ſad word, I am poor and needy, that he knoweth, and 
s in Caſe to add that other, yet the Lerd thinketh upon me, and 
doth earneſtly remember me ſtill. And by the way, (tho' it is nei- 
ther far out of my way nor thine, nor eccentrick to my prelent 
purpoſe) let me ſay, that if the queſtion were moved, How it com- 
eth to paſs, that he found ſo much, and other worthy fufferers alſo 
before him, that theſe things ſeem almoſt dreams, and incredible 
to us? Truly (without ſpeaking any thing of the abſolute Sove- 
reignty of God, who may do with his own what he will, and diſ- 
benſe as he pleaſeth, both as to n eatare and time) the reaſon may 
5 1ee.n 
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ſeem to be vory obvious: his, and their witneſs bearing fer 
Jeſus Chriſt, did every way, and in all reſpects exceed ours: 
they gave to God as Kings (tho' it was of his own they ſerved 
him) their teſtimonies, againſt the corruptions of their times, 
whether in king, or parliament, or church-men, had ſo much 
of miniſterial faithfulneſs, ſo much of freedom, ſo much of 
grave and . boldneſs in them, ſo much holy 
zeal, even for the leaſt of the concernments of the kingdom of 


_ Chriſt, (upon which we are loth to ſtate our ſufferings, or ſor 


the keeping whereof we are unwilling to hazard the loſs of any 
thing) that it was apparent, they loved him ſo well, that they 
loved not their lives unto the death; and that Chriſt could re- 
quire nothing of them, as a ſipnification of their zeal for his 
intereſts, which they were not at a point to part with, and were 
not ready to give away: and he, upon the other hand, to make 
it appear, that they could not ferve the Lord for nothing, and 
to evidence his ſpecial complacency in ſuch a zealous frame of 
ſpirit, did, not only extraordinarily ſupport them under their 
trouble, fo that they did not fink, even when they ſeemed to 
others, to be preſſed out of meaſure, and beyond ſtrength; but 
did manifeſt himſelf in a moſt familiar manner ento them, ſo 
when they were almoſt at this, That they had not whereupon 
to lay their head, they had then free acceſs, to lean it and lay 
it on his boſom : In a word, God did deelare, that he thought 
nothing too great, nor too good for them, who gave themſelves 
away ſo intirely to him; ſo that if the queſtion were atked at 
God, whenee is it, that there is fo vaſt a difference betwixt his 
dealing with the former witneſſes, and thoſe who now give 
ſome kind of teftimony to his name? He conid quickly ſileuce 
and put to ſhame the movers of that queftion, by fending us 
back, to fee what a diflerence there is, betwixt what thoſe 
worthies did and ſuffered for him; and what we have done, 
though under more obligations, at leaſt ſubxAive, under more 
oaths, covenants, engagements, proteſtations, and theſe often 
reiterate, than many of them were : he met them, as'men who 
rejoiced and wrought righteoufneſs, and could neither be flat - 
tered nor frowned ont of their fidelity and freedom, and he 
hides himſelf from us; as it were, 'athimed:'of ſuch witneſſes, 
whoſe very teſtimony is ſo unworthy of ſuch a Maſter, and ſo 
tar ſhort of what it ought to de, as if indeed we were aftamedt 
of him and his truth, or thought the torn and the lame a ſuf- 
ſicient ſacrifice for him. It was not the main queſtion of theſe 
men in a fuffering time, how much they might let go, and 


vet keep the ſubſtantials of religion, or how long they ſhould 


be filent, out of fear, leſt ifthey endeavoured to acquit themſelves 
{aittifully, they ' ſhould both be reputed raſh and imprudent, 
| and 
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and provoke the magiſtrate, by venting their needleſs jealouſies, 
to do what he intended not; they did wot think it enough td 
give ſome oblique intimation of their diſlike, or half ſignificati- 
on of their deteſtation of theſe courſes, whereby they conceiv- 
ed their Maſter's intereſt wronged, his prerogative encroached 
upon, and the whole endangered; nay, nay, theſe men of God, 
who knew the times and what Iiracl had to do, thought ſuch 
a carriage unworthy of the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, who are ſet 
for the defence of the goſpel, and upon the matter, but as the 
couching of aſſes under the burden; they would ſooner have 
parted with their lives, than with one hoof of what belonged 
to their Maſter They thought it more worthy of a watchman, 
to put alt on their guard, upon the leaſt appearance of the ap- 
proach of an enemy, than juffer themſelves to be ſhamefully 
ſurprized in their ſecurity ; and they thought it more like the 
good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, to cover the ground where they 
ſtood with their dead bodies, than as afraid or terrified by their 
adverſaries in any thing, to make a diſhonourable retreat; he 
who would have put them from witnefling a good confeſſion, 
when the danger of the work of God called them to cry aloud, 
and not to ſpare, behoved, not only to have threatened them, 
(for that would not have done their buſineſs, they being men 
of ſuch metal, as could have looked death out of countenance 
in its moſt formidable ſhape, and carried in the face of all oppo- 
ſition, as thoſe whom no affliction could make miſerable) but to 
lence them perfectly, he behoved to have fent them into the 
other world, which could not be terrible to them, who had the 
certain expectation, that if ſo diſmiſſed, they ſhould take up 
their place antongſt the ſouls under the altar, flain for the 
word of God, and their teſtimony that they held; and 1 may 
{ay particularly, to the commendation of che grace of God, in 
this. his faithful ſervant (who having ſerved his generation ac- 
cordiag to the will of God, is now fallen aſleep) that to the ob- 
{ervation. of.all, he never was afraid of the face of man, in ap- 
pearing for the intereſts of Chriſt, neither knew he what it was 
to be ſilent, when he ſaw theſe in hazard; nay, he was ſuch a 
{on of Levi, as knew neither friend nor brother in the matters 
of God; which bleſſed diſpoſition did accompany him to bis 
grave; for tliough ſuch was the indulgence of his Maſter to fo 
faithful a ſervant; that he would have him to die in peace (tho' 
he denied him not the honour of a martyr, dying under the 
ſentence of confinement to his own houſe) plucking him out of 
the jaws of a bloody death, wherewith he was threatened, and 
which was intended for him, by them whoſe indignation hat 
almoſt come to that height, as to ſay upon the matter, Bring 
him hither upon the bed that we may till him: for not being ſat s- 
b 2 tied 
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fed with the teſtimony of the phyſicians, nor the magiſtrates, 
or the miniſters of the place, certifying that he was not able 
to travel to Edinburgh (as by the ſequel was too ſadly confirmed) 
He was confined to his own houſe, when he was not able ta go 
abroad, and put to ſhame in that place, where he had deferved- 
Iy gained the repute of one of the moſt learned and fucceſsfully 
Jaborious doctors, that ever had filled that chair, and one of the 
moſt faithful and diligent miniſters that ever watched over, or 
Jaboured amongſt a people. Ah, Scotland, Scotland, whither 
haſt thou cauſed thy ſhame to go i If it had been an enemy who 
Had ſought to deal thus with thy ſcers and faithful prophets, 
it had become thee better, to have hid theſe by fifties in caves, 
from the fury of their enemies; or if thou couldeſ: not have 
preſerved the lives of ſuch worthies, either to have died with 
them, or to have made it appear, that thou only lived to la- 
ment the loſs of a greater treaſure, than if thou hadſt loſt all 
the gold of India and Ophir; but for thy own ſword to devour 
thy own prophets, and that under the colour of law, what canſt 
thou ſay for this that will ſatisfy ? What apology canſt thou 
make to God, for miſuſing his prophets, and ſhedding the 
blood of the juſt in the midſt of thee ? What canſt thou ſay 
for ſatisfying tbe nations, who have heard of the renown of 
theſe men, theſe precious ſons of Zion, comparable ta fine gold, 
who have been daſhed in pieces in the midſt of thee, and dealt 
with, as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the Potter? 
Wilt thou not be ſpeechleſs, and not have wherewith to anſwer 


Him that reproveth and reproacheth thee? Canſt thou look 


Forward, and not bluſh to think, what ſucceeding generations 
will ſay of thee ?. What wilt thou ſay, when-it ſhall be aſked, 
by one whom thou muſt anſwer, what mannex.of men were theſe 
whoſe blood thou didſt ſhed ? (however thou haſt repreſented 


them now as male factors, that thou mighteſt deal fo with them; 


yet then thou muſt ſay) all af them were as the ſons of kings. 
Ah, {Scotland ! Scotland! the moſt ſolemnly.engagedto: God, 
and the moſt guilty and ungrate of all the natzens under the 
heavens; doſt thou not fear, after all this, thepery of the ſouls 
under the altar? Saying, with. a loud voice, how long, O. Lord, 
Holy and true, dof? thou nat zudge aud avenge eur blood on them that 
dwell on the earth ? Thou waſh, once made ule, of as a carpenter, 
to fray the horns of them who did puſh he inheritance. of the 
Lord; but now the ſpirit of the harns hath entered into the car- 
penters : and doſt thou think thyſelf ſecure after all this It is 
true, there is no viſible power or party upon earth, of whom 
thou Haſt much reaſon to be afraid; but remember, that he 
who is higher than the higheſt regardeth, who will make in- 
qu lition for the blood of his ſaints, which thou haſt ſhed, and 

| his 


Tus PREFACE. Xiti 


his intereſts ; if thou wilt fear nothing elſe, let me recommend 
the Scythian fear unto thee, of whom it is reported, that they 
fear nothing, „but that the heavens ſhould fall upon them;“ 
alas] if thy enemy be above thee, how wilt thou guard thy 
head, or ſecure thy heart, when he gives the blow, and recom- 
penſes thy way upon thine own head? But if thou wilt ſtill go 
on, and inſtead of ſmiting on thy thigh, and faying, What 
have I done? harden thyſelf, and think to proſper ; I ſhall 
deſire grace to have ſuch a frame of ſoul as to weep for thee in 
ſecret, But to return to my purpoſe from which this fad me- 
ditation bath a little withdrawn me; though ſuch, I ſay, was 
the tenderneſs of his Maſter to this ſervant, yet when he had 
nothing elſe to complain of (being for many days together be- 
fore his death, filled with as much joy of the Holy Ghoſt as he 
could hold) he went away regretting this (though with a ſweet 
ſubmiſſion to his Maſter's will) that he died not in that bed of 
honour, and was not brought forth, to breathe out his life and 
laſt upon a ſcaffold, ſince his Maſter was dealing ſuch favours 
amongſt his followers (for to ſome (and blefled be he eternally 
who carried them honourzbly through) it was given, not only 
to believe, but alſo to ſuffer, and to the convictions of their e- 
nemies, as men who ſeemed rather to triumph over that king 
of terrors, than to be daunted by its dreadful aſpect:) and ſince 
he was taking ſuch proofs of the fidelity and affection of ſome 
of his followers, it will not be amiſs, for this purpoſe, to inſert 
his own words, which were taken from his mouth, not once, 
but often reiterate ; Now (ſaid that faithful ſervant, even when 
he was upon the threſhold of glory, ready to receive the im- 
mortal crown) my tabernacle is weak, and I would think it a more 
glorious way of going hence, to lay down my life for the cauſe, at 
the croſs of Edinburgh or St. Andrews ; but I ſubmit to my Maſ- 

ter's will, | | | A os 
Is it any wonder then, I ſay, ſince his, and thoſe other mens 
way in witnefling for Gad, was ſo unlike ours; and ſo far be- 
yond what is to be found in our faint appearances for him, as 
the one keeps no proportion with the other; that there ſhould 
be ſo remarkable à difference; betwixt his bearing witneſs to, and 
teſtifying is complacency in what they did, and what we do: 
if there be, for the moſt part, ſome proportion, betwixt the diſ- 
penſation of God, and the diſpoſition of men; what wonder, 
that he who admitted them to the neareſt familiarity with him- 
ſelf, deal thus with us, and ſo let us know our breach of promiſe? 
Nay, ff there be any thing ſtrange, and to be wondered at in 
this, it is rather, that he hath not been more terrible to us, by 
writing his diſpleaſure againſt our lukewarmneſs in greater cha- 
| racters, 
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racters, than that we have not been more indulgently dealt with. 
It is exceedingly of all our concernments, to lay this to heart, 
and ſeriouſly to confider, whether this be not the very thing 
that makes him keep at a diſtance from us: I ſuppoſe upon a very 
overly ſearch, and ſurvey of our way, it will be found, that by 
our unworthy carriage in. his matters, we have rewarded this e- 
vil to our own fouls: our ſuffering (if it deſerve that name) is 
with leſs edificationand advantage to the church, and leſs com- 
fort to our own ſouls ; becauſe if our teſtimony be weighed in 
the balance of the ſanctuary, it will be found light, and to want 
many pounds, not only of what it ought to have, but of what 
theirs had whoſe work was found perfect before God. 

But if we be really deſirous, to be dealt with as they were 
(and what is ſo deſireable, next to heaven, and the coming of 
the kingdom of the Son of God upon the earth) let us endea- 
vour to carry as they did: were they not men of the like pat- 
flions and infirmities with us? Why then ſhould not we aim, 
to be men of the like faithfulneſs and zeal with them: then is 
it, that we may hope to have ſweet and halcyon days in his ſer- 
vice; ſuch as will make us the envy of our enemies, a comfort 
to our friends, and an ornament to our profeſſion: hereby ſhall 
a good report be brought up upon the ways of God, and we 
ſhall be. living witneſſes, that godlineſs with all ditadvantages, 
and when accompanied with the fiery trial, is great gain, and 
hath its hundred fold in this life, even with perſecution, Let 
us ſtudy to be like them in going about our Maſter's work, and 
then we have rational ground to hope, that he who thewtd"by 
his dealing with the cloud of witneſſes that went before us (and 
do ſtill compaſs us about, and call to follow on) that he who was 
not unrighteous, to forget their zeal in doing, their patience 
in ſuffering, their work and labour of love; will allo remem- 
* us with the favour that he bore to theſe who went before 

: then may we expect that he will ſay to our ſouls in ſecret, 
whe we have faith to acquit ourſelves for him in publlc, go 
your way now, and eat your bread, though it be brown, with 
Joy, and drink your drink, though it be not wine, with a mer- 
ry heart: for I have accepted your works, and theſe are come 
up in remembrance with me. O but one of theſe hours, which 
Mr Ruthertoord had in God's company, were worth many 
years ſuffering, and ſweating in the heat of the day ! I know 
the Prelates and their party, will think themſelves at a loſs, to 
hear of it, or have it ſaid, that God did admit to ſuch familiari- 
ty with himſelf, his faithful witneſs againſt the wickedneſs of 
their way (I gr: ant indeed, it is a ſpecial prejudice to them; for 
though it be ſtrange, 8 they who perſecute his favourites and 
followers, 
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followers, would even be thought to do God good ſervice) but 
jeſt I ſhould feem to ſay, that there was ſome ſingularity in 
God's dealing with him (which I know would grate the ear of 
{ome of them, who pretend to be chief amongſt the reſt, that 
kad a particular ſpleen againſt this eminent ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, I need not trouble the world in telling them who he is, 
that being no ſecret, though I know not whether he would bluth 
to have it ſaid, he hated and perſeguted a man, ſo greatly be- 
loved of God, and dear to all his people, or if he would not 
rather boaſt of it; I owe him the charity that the latter of the 
two will be his choice, .and that for fear of being charmed he 
will ſtop his ear from hearing that, Vby perſecuteſt thou me? 
and will eſlay to juſtify himfelf, and fatisfy others, by ſaying 
(according to his accuſtomed candor and conſcience) that he was 
a ring-leader amongſt the phanatics : it will ſound harſh alſo I 
know, in the ears of them, who, in joining with him, have 
ſerved themſelves heirs, to thefe, who went before them, in 
perſecuting him, and ſuch faithful men as he was: for as they 
have come in their places, ſo they perſiſt in their practices, on- 
ly with this difference, that in making havock of the church of 
God, they out-do all that ever made apoſtaſy to that way and 
run at that rate, in endeavouring the ruin of the work of re- 
formation, as if they were afraid to be out-run by any who 
ſhould come after them, or have it ſaid, that there had ever 
been men, who with more malice did perſecute, and ſtretch 
forth their bands, not againſt certain of the diſciples, but a- 
gaiuſt the whole church of God. Reader, pardon, I pray thee, 
that I now and then digrefs in a parentheſis, while theſe wiſe 
men come in my way, for thou knoweſt very well according to 
the proverb, that the devil ſhould have hig due, and I defire to 
do them. juitice, and here I cloſe it, ib they ſhould take it ill, I 
ſa ys to have ſo mugh ſaid to the advantage of this worthy man. 
If. it will be gegeꝑtable to them tq hear it, have a mind to gra- 
tify them fo far, s to ſax, that Mr. Rutherfaord was not alone 
in, this, a8 higc practice in that ↄppoſition was not peculiar to 
himſelf (for he. but, walked in the way of them who left him an 
example, to cqntinue with. Chriſt in- his temptations) ſo, his 
privileges, erg not ſo ꝓęculiar to bimſelf, that he had none to 
ſhare with him: and thercforę I fay (if they can reap any ſatie- 
lactioꝝ by hay ing it ſaid, or it they have a mind ill to quarrel, 
ſee if there be any of them in caſe to convince me of a falſhood) 
that God made it Known, not only to themſelves, but to the 
world, how highly he eſteemed the fidelity of others alſo before 
him, who were his conſtant witneſſes againſt introducing and e- 
ſtabliſhing of prelacy in Scotland, he not only made themſelves 
find what favourites they were, by putting them (if I may ſay ſo) 


upon 
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upon his ſecrets : (for Mr. Davidſon, Mr. Welch, Mr. Brute, 
and many others of the valiant ſoldiers of Chriſt, and worthy 
witneſſes in their time, were known to have been prophets ; 
which I could evince by many particular paſſages, but they de- 
ſerve a more honourable mention, and it may be ſome will un- 
dertake it, than to be ſhut up within the limits of a parentheſis) 
particularly renowned Mr. Welch, who at home, and abroad in 
France, was taken notice of, as an extraordinary man, as a ſer- 
vant from whom his maſter did not conceal what he was about 
to do i not one word hath fallen to the ground, of all that which 
by that ſeer was fotretold, toncerning the troubles of Scot- 
land; hath not the ſword of rangers, according to his predic- 
tion, been made drunk with tlie blood of the flain? Is not Chriſt 
crucified this day in Scotland, which he forefaw would follow? 
Lea, and buried too; ad for fear that he ſhould rife again, 
there is by the procurement of the chief prieſts, a watch ſet, 
the great ſtone rolled tq the mbuth of the ſepulchre is ſealed, 
and all made as ſure, as they cay © becatr(E if he riſe upon them 
again, this laſt error will pröde wörſe thin the firſt by far: the 
Lard, I ſay, hath. feigen 36 Every circumſtance the word of 
his ſervant hitherto.;*oply tlie laſt part of i is not yet accompli- 
ſhed. wherein he foretelleth” of the glorious reſurection of 
Chriſt crucified and buried in Scottant ;*but the exact accom- 
pliment of the. former, puts us in expectation of the latter, 
notwithſtanding. that the great ſtönc of the act Reciſſory; and 
many ſubſe quent acts ſuitable t tat fac one, is rolled to the 
maut fi of the ſepulchre, and” notwithſtanding chat che priefts 

(the prelates, I ſhould ſay); have by their importunity, procured 
an order from the magiſtrate to.make it as ſure as they can, and 

being now clothed with the formality of that law whereby he 
was crucified (for alas we have a law now, by which law he 
muſt-die!) they are moſt dili; ent in ſetting their watches and 
making all faſt: this is the thing, I ſay, that his fad-hearted 


_ difciples are in expeQatiqn of; notwithſtanding of all the en- 


deavours of his enemies to tlie contrary, and then prelacy in 
Scotland will breathe out its life and laſt together: for between 
Chriſt's riſing and reigning, and their falling, there hath ever 
been ſeen amongſt us, a gertaſn connection : and truly for as 
great-an enemy as they may think me, 1 would -make a very 
friendly overture 3 grant I come to cbunſel uncalled) 
and. I hope alſo, that my ſoul ſhall never enter iſito their ſecrets, 
and this is the advice I have to give them, that they would e- 
ven look ſo far before their noſe, as to make their teſtament, 
ſo long as they are in caſe to go td Kirk and marker; but 1 fear 


1 loſe my labour ; for ere ever Judas wilt part with his pieces, 
| + 1 Mas 74: he? he 
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he is the next door to hang himſelf, and who can help it? God 
not only dealt with them, I fay, ſo as to put them upon his ſe- 
crets, but he made their yery enemies take notice of them of- 
tentimes, as men that had been with Jeſus. | 

Hath it not been a heart-ſtaying, and hand-ſtrengthening re- 
mark amongſt the ſervants and people of God in our native. 
land, eſpecially in a declining time, that, God did fingularly 
ſhine from heaven upon, and ſhew his ſatisfaction in the way, 
and towards the perſons of thoſe of his ſervants, who ſtood firm 
in their oppoſition to prelacy ; and that he did as ſignally, one 
way or other, either ſooner or later, give ſignifications of his 
diſlike. of the way and perſons of them who turned aſide to theſe 
crooked courſes ? and was it ever more viſible (as to the latter 
part) than at this, day? It may be, that they will think it ſuffi- 
cient to convince me of a lie, that their. greatneſs and grandeur 
is fuch, as if they had monoplized to themfelves all the riches 
and honour of the nation; but if they will have patience to 
hear me to Amen, I may poſſibly convince them of a truth that 
they are not willing to hear; for I only grant, that they have 
forgotten their Maſtei's directions, inhibiting them, to lift up 
themſelves above their brethren, but I will grant them this al- 
ſo (for they muſt have. much given them) that they have carried 
away the primacy, and precedency from the nobility, on whoſe 
necks they now trample ; but when all this is granted them, 
yet they have not convinced me of telling an untruth: they muſt 
have leave to put out mine and other mens eyes beſides, (which 
we are not willing to give them: though if any man would gra- 
tify his grace, and their lordſhips, he. muſt part with theſe in 
the firſt place ; for an implicit faith is the baſis and foundation 
of their kingdom of darkneſs, without which it would fall a- 
bout their ears, and but overwhelm them in the rubbiſh, and 
that would be very fad to them, for I ſuſpect they have no 
great mind to die) before this come ſo much as under debate, 
almoſt with indifferent men ; whether God be angry at their 
way; his very giving of them up, to perſecute his people and 
ſervants, ſays nothing, if it ſay not this; that whatever be their 
outward proſperity, he hath claſſed them with Pharaoh, in 
pouring out his plagues upon their heart; is not this ſeen, that 
io ſoon asta man becomes ſerious in ſęeking of God, he becomes 
the butt of their malice, and the n rk againſt which they bend 
their bow, and ſhoot the arrows. of their indignation ? And ſo 
ſoon as any begins to mind feriouſly the goncernments of his 
ſoul, then, fine menitcre, he talls in a diflike with them, and 
their way: I do not fay, that all who hate the prelates are 
ſaints ; for there is ſufficient in their way to make them odio 
to others; but is not this known, that theſe who once begin 
* to 
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tp er their face towards God, turn their back upon tliem ? 1 
75 ſure this obſervation doth ſeldom fail, or can be proved 


Ie in our native land: and then on the other hand, ſince 
theſe men were exalted, do not the wicked walk on every tide ? 


Is there not a profane ſpirit (the conſtant attendant of epiſcopa- 


cy in Scotland) broken looſe in the land ? Is there not ſuch a 
ſtood of impiety running through the land, that carries moſt 
men down the current, as hath hardly been ſeen ? Hath not 
this leproſy fpread "itſelf oper the whole land? So that we are 
an abomination, and talk to all about us: and if any would en- 
B a dijligent ſearch, to find out the foun- 
am that caſts forth this mire and dirt, to the defiling of the 
fand, and defacing of congregations, he would, it may be, find 
it where it ought leaſt to be expected: theſe ſtreams of impiety 
and impurity run from the ſanctuary; hence is it, that profa- 
nity goes forth through the whole land: and can it be other- 
wiſe, when fo many faithful miniſters are driven away, and 
men put in their places to handle the law, of moſt of whom 
without breach of charity, it way be ſaid, that they know not 
God, and care not for the ſouls of his people: it is under the 
ſhadow of this plant (which becauſę it is not of our heavenly 
Father's planting, 'we live, under the expectation, and though 
our eyes ſhould be ſhut before we ſee it, we hope to die in the 
faith of its being pluckt up) that theſe weeds have grown up; 
fo that, alas I the Line se of the Lord of hoſts is now no more 
Uke his inclofure, it bringeth forth briers.and thorns, inſtead of 
ood fruit; he planted the church of Scotland a noble vine, 


wholly a right feed, but ſince it became a ſeniinary for prelates, 
the conver APs generaljty proclaims this, that we are 
turned into the degenerate plant o a ſtrange vine unto him: 
this is the prelatical reformation, 'which is ſuitable to itſelf all 
along ; for having purged out of the churck the faithful mini- 
ſters of Chriſt (and the few who are yet remaining, being in ex- 
pectation of the fame lot) what can follow among. the people; 
but that the land ſhould be drowned with a deluge of profani- 
ty? Are we not for the moſt part (oh, if with a fuitable meaſure 
of forrow I could make mention of it) as the children of the 
Ethiopians to him? Are not our ſpots unlike the ſpots of his 
people? This obſervation, I ſay, as it was a very heart ſtaying 
confideration in former times, and was inſtead of many argu- 
ments amongſt them who were no great diſpuants: fo ! 


| hope, (ſince; it was never more evident) it will ſtill prove a 


heart-eſtabliſhing conſideration in the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints. _ Vac 5 

Reader, how defirous ſoever thou mayſt be, to have dead 
Ms. Rutherfoord live in the. hearts of the preſent and ſucceed- 


: ing 


"as 


* 
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ing generations, by an account of his ſingular gracious life, 7 an. 
anſwerably glorious death: yet, I thall not (for that would lead 
me a length beyond the juſt limits of an epiſtle, where, con- 
trary to my purpoſe, I ſind myſelf almoſt rel already) be 
able to ſatisty thy deſire, nor anſwer thy expectation. It is not 
my preſent work to tell thee, that he was a gentleman by ex- 
traction. That he, was educated at Jchools and colleges, where 
he was admirted for the pregnancy of his parts, and deſeryegly 
looked upon, even then as a perſon of whom great things might 
be expected; of his being pitched upon for a profeſſion of phi- 
loſophy by the college of Edinburgb (where he was educate) 
when he was very oung. Of his being - called thence to 90 1 
miniſtry in Anwoth (to which charge he entered, by the means 
of that worthy Nobleman my Lr Kenmure | without givin 
any engagement to the biſhop) whe: re be labhoured night an! 
day with great ſucceſs, the whole country being to him, 10 
accounting themſelves as his ce 17 1 here it 25, 
where he wrote that regt o 112 1. a f learning a gal it 8 
Arminians (Which Was dur A. LOR 'of what 15 then in- 
tended,) his Beer th rHones Apo! olo 17 Ok. bis perſecution 1. 
the prelates, who were ſo 1 8 70 Fi the Faith,! as to challenge 
and accuſe him for writing "that b 2 A e 1 

Being called before their h 65 Gelen e court he appegge ry 
and declined it, as none of e che 55 : of Chtiſt (nor Was 
need of any "thing elſe for; a Nolan IA that it came not fr 
on Bigh, but from below, ave i its procedure, ; for its a, acts. had t 0 


en 


very dve and ae e of hell u on them; . "if they! will plegd. 
it is trom #bove, 1 ey will Be 1958 to pitch upon s a Cf fs ; 
or fix upon any other. time, wh | it *came down, except, x: 

the fallen angels; büt t may bes this” pleales Tuch angels Ott! 
church (16 they will be called) 125 the RA boaſt much of antiqu Ul- 


ty: and truly 7 that "which g ves "prount for this conjecture,” t that 


it cam down. from heaven in e is that it p 
cutes the faints and {ervants of The Moſt igh + and if, 5 
were none ſich d Hpon "earth, 1 18 wo id Hage wy Work) and Was 
by this high commiſſion Zut rom is TATION and ſent. +6 A 
berdeen, where the doQors foun nd © to, their confulion, that the 
puritans were clergy-men as We 1 448 the on his returning 0 
his former Charge, uporr ' that © happ y change. of affairs it * 
year 1638. and his being 1 Þ A ſent ko the profefſion of 
theology in the Univerſi ity « of t. Aires by the General” 
ſembly (where. he was alſp tale to be Norty Mr. Blairs ot 
league in the miniſtry which being the feat of the arch-pretate 
was the very nuriery of all ſuperſtition in worſhip, and erte rin 
doctrine, and the. fink of all profanity in converſation AG ang 


the ſtudents; where Gn did ſo fingularly lecond his ſeregt 
62 e- 
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indefatigable pains, both in teaching in the ſchools, and preachy 
ing in the congregation,” that it became forthwith a Lebarion; 
out of which were taken cedars for building the houſe of thy 
Lord through the whole land: not a few of whom are this dy, 
amongſt thoſe, who have obtained mercy of the Lord, tosbe 
his faithful witneſſes, againſt Scotland's preſent ſhameful and 
unparalleled defection : of his being ſent with other worthy minis 
ters, by the general afſembly, to the famous ſynod at London; 
where, during the time of his abode, he publiſhed — 
pieces: In a word, of bis unparalleled painfulneſs, and holy 
zeal in being about his Maſter's buſineſs y ſo that he ſeemed; tu 
Pray. conſtantly, to preach conſtantly, to catechiſe conſtantly, 
to be (till in viiting the ſick, in exhorting from houſe to hone, 
to teach as much in the ſchools. and ſpend as much time with 
the young men, as if he had been ſequeſtrats from all the world 
beſides : and withal, ta write as much, as if he had been con- 
ſtantly ſhut up i in his cloſet, (ſufficient Proof whereof hath been 
given to the world, by the many pieces he hath publiſhed-: but 
the great bulk of manuſcripts which he hath left behind hiog 
and muſt lie buried with himſelf, will put this further out ot 
dub:) ſo that one Mr. Rutherfoord:ſgemed to be many able gods 
ly men in one, or.one who: was furniſhed with the grace rand 
abilities of many. It as not, I ſay; my ent: propoſe, tog iur 
any particular accaunt to the world of beſelz or, af the many 
things he had to wreſtle with; efpecially towards/the end ufadus 
days, and of his edifying death; that may be done hereafienby 
a more dexterous hand, and: ſkilful pen, wab a db-adyaiitage 
and edification' to the church of God guly I max Cayy ip 
mong the heathens, Hercules was looked upon, as ſo far both 
above the applauſe of any, who undertoak to. commendo hiau 
and beyond the reach of. obloquie and repronch of any who: hat 
fallen out witk his wits, as to derogate from his worth; that & 
was a problem amongſt them, whither he wha} undertook: th 
praiſe, him, or he who vented any thing toe his prejudice, did 
commit the greateſt Sv ινπ her it «was Heluina gloria 
whereof he could boaſt) L ſuppqſe with mopereaſin; among therh 
who knew better to make the true paraligl:þetwixt things that 
differ, and ar more fit to judge of that Which is of trueworth, 
and great price in the ſighteeif God, I ſhoulil ſaem mare ridi- 
culous to ſay much to the advantage of the author, wliofe praiſt 
(without the help/of mycblubt open) is lis alt the churches of 
Chriſt; whoſe manner of ſiſe, in all godlineſs and holy tonver- 
lation, rendered him deavita:the lovers of holineſs, and who 
hath left his name for a bleſſing to the choſen of God: he was 
a true John the Baptiſt indecd, retus ux, a voice in habit, 
geſture, and converſation: in a word, in his life, and at his 
death, 
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death, he obtained that merey of the Lord, even when he ſaid 
nothing, to preach to all, who beheld. his converſation: 
(which was obſerved to be in heaven, while he conver- 
{ed amongſt men) that there was nothing good, but ta draw 
near to God: and now being got up above, amongſt thoſe 
pages of honour, Who wait upon the King's own perſon, and 
havin "gt taken up his place among the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect (after which this ſaint often 33 and; for which he 
prayed night and day) he doth by cheſe k iſtles, which he bath 
left behind him (wherein thou wilt pertcive how his ſoul was 
drawn forth in inceſſant longings after that whereof he is now 
poſſeſſed) cry aloud to you his companions; the ſaints that are 
in the world, to come up; hither and ſee, that which cannot be 
ſeen while ye are there, that which is only worth the ſeeing; 
that, which if it were known, would make you quarrel with 
death for delaying to ſhut your eyes upon other objects: leave 
the dark world; doth he ſay, and come up hither to this bleſs 
ſed land of light. where all our childiſh thoughts of God are 
gone, and evaniſhed in this nobn- dayviſion, where the under- 
ſtanding is fully illaminate; / and there lem j Frames to benight or 
eclipſe the ſaul in its uptakirigs) of God; where the will hath a 
thorough: compliance with; andi a perbe&complacenoy i in the will 
of God, here the affæctions do eternally run in a ſtraight line 
towards! him, and are forever put beyond hazard of diverting 
towards ary otlicn thing;/or of! being enamoured NN any other 
objects! nõον 5d yam melt es gies 2: 
Though. I have no gurpoſdꝰ to iuſiſt on the -parciclars of bis 
life, or death, I fiyy yet before I cloſe this ſection, there are 
two' things nr Pp Pg Fought not, for all the haſte, to 
conceal ot let pad wuhnut a remark, becuuſs ohe was looked 
upon by many; as a thing very obfervable; and the other, will 
I know, be taken notice of, and welcomed by all the people of 
God : the firſt rolates to the time when this faithful — 
was removedito his reſt, which las the night following that 
dark, and diſmal day; wherein the Ac Recillory was paſt, the 
Lord thereby thewing)a: ſpectab piete of indulgence to bis ſer- 
vant, in not adding giief to his ſorrow; but hiding it from theſe 
eyes, Which had actuſtomed themſelves to trickſe down with- 
out intermiſſion, both for what the' ſaw, and what he foreſaw : . 
ſince: the partiament of Scotland, -fo-folemnly engaged to God, 
would at once burſt all theſe honds, and caſt. away theſe coeds 
from them, which were neither our bondage nor our burden, 
but the badge of that glorious liberty, whereinto with a ſtrong 
hand, he had vindicate us: and upon the matter, they would 
needs ſay to the God whole {worn lufee and ſexvants they 
7 - Mrs 
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were, be gone from us; he would not let his faithful fer roant 
{whoſe zeal to the work of God was ſuch, that if the report 'of 
this ſhameful revolt had not killed him at the firſt hearing outs 
right; yet it alone, without any other ſickneſs, would have 
been more than enough, to have brought down his head with 
ſorrow to the grave) ſee another ſun ariſe upon the land, out of 
which the ſun of righteouſneſs was baniſhed by a law: and a- 
las! Who would defire to dwell where Chriſt may not re- 
fide with freedom, bonour, and ſafety ? Who, that prefers le- 
ruſalem to their chief; joy, would love to out-live the departing 
of the glory? might not Jeſus Chriſt have faid to our. Part 
ment, for which of my good deeds is it, that ye ſtone me? 
Have I been a wilderneſs or land of drought unto you! ? Were 
de not hononourable and. renowned dat, the churches: a- . 
road, after ye became precious in my ſightꝰ Did 1 not 85 
your adverſaries ſenſi oy that he who toue! led ou, "toy- 
ched the apple of mine ſo long as TE, were edfalt i in 
my covenant ? And 19 0 1 after r ye hag, lef #7 our firſt Jose, 
ty.of your e ſpouſa 0 ky Lonly PR ha, 
this tranſgreſſion with ther d, and this 194 1 with 75 
nevertheleſs, my loving-kindnels did 1 not itterly tak ro 
you, nor ſuffered I my faithfulneſs to fail; though I 1 ed 
you as a nation, I dwelt, amongſt. vou 25 A 0 hurch ; „ an 
not remove your techen, to. corners, but your oe 
theſe, and ye did ſtill, hear 5˙ joyful ſound ; and, agif "It t hat 9 
been too little, I gave you the deſire of your heart, re ſtored. 700 
to your civil liberties, ich. ye had ſinned away, and ſet 
down in a free parliament :, and ＋ ye thus requite me ? What 15 
is this, my entertainment, here I was once crowned and cr 
up for a King? What a range. 171 #toniſhin; Ange! Is 0 b 
that the very perſons. who {wore 7 me the. hot Alle 
ance, and, did ling i in my company, ſpreading t ou garments 1 
the way with thoutipg, Are now 1crying, Crucity bim, crucil 
bim? Shall I not. haye whereupon to lay my; head, except it 
be on a cold ſtone 1 in A priſon, amongſt peopl e, who after A 
moſt ſolemn männer, Hag. ;given themſelves away unto. ms,? 
Can thele be, the very men, who with. hands lifted up to hea- 
ven, did ſo often, and, fa Jolemnly wear, beſore my Father, 
and before his holy angels, and ef in the fight. of all the nations, 
that they would be minę: and that I thould at; their lives and 
fortuna! at my diſpoſal ? Kit poſſible that theſe. are the men, 
who carried, à8 they would. have pluckt out their very eyes, 
and given them unto me, ho now plajt a crown of thorns and 
put it upon my head ? Is this the nation and partiament,'who 
{wore that they would ſer ve the Lor 4 their God, and that ac- 
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employment, : Ah! Scotland, by dealing thus with thy cove- 
nanted God, what baſt thou done? ,may not God, who was 


4 5% #4 


12655 er. ii. 10, 1, 12. 


theſe thav lt kad ny who hive dealt with thetr gods as thou 
haſt done? A F poſſibly find; but a paral- 
4 f , 


thy felf, in commit ea t (but ſuch two, as are 
thy, 46 ele tw t ſuch ty 


cbrprehenbve of alt others; 
departing trqm't is 
ir Sac gr I Hos SUMET?? eee 

ciſterns that Nn o water: thou wilt find what folly is in 


this (I wilh it be not t6o late) to pain thyſelf in digging an emp- 
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diveſt themſelves of their own privileges, and while they unking 
him, whom God hath made King in Zion, (or do that which 
he will account ſo) they unparliament themſelves (dirum omen to 
them, and it may be a token for good to the nation) I nothing 
doubt, but ſome the moſt ſagacious amongſt them ſaw this then 
{though the generality, without conſidering either the ditth 
they were digging for themſelves, by what they did, or the 
danger that would follow upon their falling into it, ſuffers 
themſelves to be carried down with the current, and did run as 
they were driven) or they have had time enough ſince, to think, 
in what capacity they could fit, and act, after that vote; for 
all laws being then repealed, which did exauctorate the Prelates, 
and incapacitate them for ſitting, as one of the eſtates in parlia- 
ment, and theſe laws then, only being in force, which made 
them an integral and eſſential part of the high court of Parlias 
ment, the third eſtate was wanting, while they were away; 
without which the other two were not in capacity to act as a 
Parliament; and if fo, they may at their own leifure conſider, 
whether the precious blood that they did ſhed after that vote, 
before the cloſe of that ſeſſion, may not be required at their 
hands; as they would do well to think what they would anſwet 
before men, if the queſtion were aſked, Duo warranto, did 
you ſhed this blood? It may be, they would find theraſelves 
further to ſeek, as to what to ſay for ſatisfying any, they found 
theſe worthies in anſwering all the accuſations of their accuſers : 
but what ſhall I ſay? It were more fit, to weep over this, 
than to write it, and to cry unto him, againſt whom this is 
done, Wilt thou refrain thyſelf for theſe things, O Lord? Wilt 
thou held thy peace, and afflift us very fore? Alas | we made ſuch 
haſte, to pull down that beautiful houſe, wherein we and our 
fathers had praiſed him, and to overtura the very foundations 
of the dwelling-place of his Name to the ground, that in our 
precipitation to raze it, we have buried ourſelves under the rub- 
biſh ; for they are blind who do not ſee the men who have 
done this, ſnared in the work of their own hands: and this 
till more come, ſhould make the people of God ſing a Haggai- 
6n Selah. O if all who thave had a hand in it, would in time 
bethink themſelves! Sure, in that reflection, if they were ſe- 
rious, they would ſmite on their thigh, and ſay, Alas ! what 
have we done? The fecond thing that I have to acquaint thee 
with, and wherein I know (if thon be one of them, who take 
pleaſure in the duſt of Zion's demoliſhed walls) thou wilt bave 
a ſpecial complacency, is, that as his ſervant did with much ſor- 
row of foul forſee Scotland's ſhameful revolt, which is plain 
by the laſt letter in this book, fo his Lord and Maſter, put 
him ſo far on his ſecrets, as to let bim fee a delivery to the 
b church 
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church on the other fide of it: let us have but patience, there 
i a Plaudito for the ſaints, and a ſong of praiſe for the Moſt 
High, after this ſtorm is over and ended: mourn we may and 
ought 3 but let us mourn in hope; for he is the Lord Jehovah, 
who will haſten it in his time: which as it cannot be antedated. 
by us, ſo thall it not lie in the power of all that oppoſe them- 
ſctves to poſtpone it; and to that purpoſe, . beſides what thou 
mayeſt ſee in the laſt letter of this book, I thall ſet down ſome 
of his own words: -without either aum ante alteration, or ad- 
dition. 
Upon the laſtof 1661, which was s about a month be- 
fore he lied, at the cloſe of a large teſtimony, he gave to the 
vork of reformation: theſe were his words (after he had been 
ſpeaking of ſuffrring for Chriſt) 4 Bleſſed Soul, ſaid he, who 
bt his dife to death; for on ſuch reſts the ſpirit of glo- 
ry and of Goch 1 Pet. iv. 14. But we cannot ſay, but this 
«.isa day of darkneſs, and 2: dayt of hlaſphemy, and rebuke: 
the Lorck hath covered himſelf with.x cloud im his anger: we 
« goo keck fopo pte, büt behold evil; our ſouls rejoiced when 
ld majetty did ſ wear the covenant of God, and put thereto 
"is. Geabandeſybforigtion,: and after confirmed it by his royal 

© promife;; touthakthe ſubjects: mind blefled the Lord, and reſt- 
puu tha healing / word of a prince; but now, alas | the 
— by law ehe carved work. broke dawn, or- 
« dinunces zue that we, Are ſhrgught to the former bon- 
cc auger odere af ptelatical confufiens, and Anarchy; and 
«their ye due. to:Chrifts, pulled, off his. . we 
«Fe Finn 5 of kg and haxe yuſt :cquie, to, tear we be 
4e wide:teread} aid eat that book; wherein is. Written, La- 
ic wyerkvation, L aud w; but we are to believe, 
te hüt Chriſt not: ſa depart; from; he. land,, hut a, remnant 
ee Hall I be ſhall reigdia victorious congriering Fi ng 
cet the ends of rhbrartlt.;:Qi-:that,there were nations, kin- 
© dreds, tongues, 22nd all the peeple of Ghrif's habyable world, 
a: encompaſſibg. histthramawith gries and tears, for the Spiri it 
« of ſupplication, , promiſtad: 0 be: pared: upon the Jabahjtaots 
vo of !iJudahi;/For that effet. » bs Syed dw 14; >; + 

Thus hee cloſrdehis teſtimony: I ſhallonly add another paſ- 
ſage to this purpoſb ui abbutitwe hours. and ap. half. befpre he 
wess removed's atnpngſtiother things he ſpake, which. did reliſh 
of heaven, andere fre ſhed the. {oulsi.ofgall. tat: bez 4 them, he 
had this expreflipw's A Wong. avayt doubt At, fu C 275 quill a- 


riſe and avountÞ hid enunues in bein lains: this, Was on taken, 
bit the obſerver ſaith, he had many to the fame purpo e. Now 
this was that very night, wherein che Ad; Reciſſory was paſt : 


as if Go who had taken notice of ſuch an high affront done to 
| a hin 
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him, would let his dying ſervant know, to the end he might 
communicate it to others, that he would not only repeal that 
act, but that he would reſcind the reſcinders: a wound in the 
loins, when the blow is given by the hand of him who is God 
Almighty, muſt prove mortal; if he wound them there, they 
muſt fall, though they were ſtronger than lions; for wvho may 
Hand before him, when once he is angry? The men of might will 
not find their hands, when the party they engage with, is the 
omnipotent God: when men are become ſo high, that they 
are too hard a party for any on earth to deal with, if their way 
be contrary to him, then they fall directly in his hand, to det 
with hem; and it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
Hiving God. He is ſuch a party, as thou canft neither fight nor 
flee: Oh Scotland! Scotland! by thou wouldeſt yet think on 
thy way, and remember this, before he come to enter the liſts 
with thee, who quickly puts his enemies out of a poſture of de- 
fence! O, if thou would yet kneel before him, whom God 
hath made King in Zion, and kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry! 
For if he be angry, thou muſt periſh, and there is no way to 
prevent this, but to remember from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the firfl works. 

As for the letters themſelves, I ſhall not offer to commend 
them, they had letters of reccommendation deeply engraven on 
the hearts of all who have feen them, and can ſavour the things 
that are of God; this they had, I ſay, amongſt them who have 
their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good and evil, long before they 
were made thus public in the world; fo they need not my com- 
mendation, nor will the detraction of any, whos have a mind 
for that, blaſt their repute; as they are above the one, fo they 
deſpiſe the other; but fare I am, this may be ſaid, if thou haſt 
any acquaintance with the fweet breathings of the Spirit of God, 
if thou haſt ever ſeen by taſting how good he is, or haſt found 
what ſoul-anguiſh doth follow upon the hiding of his face from 
a perſon, who hath placed his ſatisfaction ſo entirely in the 
light of his countenance lifted up upon the ſoul, that the man 
cannot enjoy himſelf, when he doth not enjoy him, but carries 
as one deprived of all that, which made life more deſireable 
than death; if thou be ſuch, I fay, then thou wilt find ſome- 
what here to take thee : here thou wilt perceive both theſe con- 
ditions ſet before thine eve, and exemplified in an eminent faint : 
thou wilt both find what a heaven the ſaints have, or is to be 
had in this fide of glory; and how, as a ſenſible preſence makes 
them forget all their ſorrows, ſo, a felt abſence doth imbitter all 
their other enjoyments. | ; of 

In general I may ſay this of theſe epiſtles (and it may be after 
thou baſt peruſed them, thou wilt ſeat it) that thou haſt many 


volumes 
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volumes wrapt up together in a few words, a great ſoul ſhut up 


in a little body, much of the marrow of real religion, incloſed 

in every line: if thou be only taken and delighted with obſtruſe 

and high-flown notions, which have nat a native connection 

with inflaming the heart with love to God ; but are rather the 

ignis fatuus of the age, being for the moſt part, ſmoke for light, 

or at beſt, a dim flaſh, riſing out of the darkened underſtanding 
of men, whoſe light, till they be illuminate from above, as it a- 
riſes out of a dark dungeon, fo, it leads to deſtruction; and 
inſtead of directing the man who follows it, to a place of reſt, 
it leads him to the pit, and leaves him there to periſh. If thou 
be taken, I fay, with ſuch kind of ſtuffy, I ſhall not bid thee, 
but I know thou wilt go elſewhere : but if thou be one, who 
loves not to feed upon aſhes, and haſt no mind to fill thy belly 
with that eaſt-wind, which inſtead of nouriſhment, produceth 
nothing but much torment in the inward parts, I know thou 
wilt welcome this piece, as that which hath both meat and me- 
dicine for thy ſoul in it : here thou wilt meet with one warmed 
with the love of God, ſhining and reflecting heat upon all that 
are about him, letting thee know from his own experience, 
what is to be found in a fellowſhip with God, and defirous of 
nothing ſo much, as that thou and others may ſhare with him 
in that ſame love, which is better than life, and be partakers 
of that ſame bleſſedneſs, which made him boaſt of God all the 
day, and bleſs himſelf in his afflicted lot: he would have thee 
taſte of that, which made him cheerful under the croſs, and 
put him in caſe, not only to look, but to laugh all his troubles 


out of countenance : and if thou wilt but converſe with him a 


little, it may be, thou wilt find thy heart burn within thee while 
thou talkeſt with this warm ſoul, whoſe words ſeem as they 
drop, to caſt fire in the affections, and ſet the heart in a flame. 
The author in his other writings (which have always a ſpecial 
tincture of holineſs; for even in following the moſt obſtruſe no- 
tion, and apparently remote from practice, thou wilt ſtill per- 
ceive him ſpirare ſanctitatem) he is much above many men; but 
in theſe (how low ſoever at the firſt look they may appear) he is 
above himſelf, being often, either as a man elevate above the 
pitch of mortality, and caught up already into the choir of an- 
gels, or as an angel come down amongſt men, ſhewing the inha- 
bitants of this lower world, ſomewhat of that, which will be till 
a great ſecret, while we are here, viz, what a life they live, 

who tee God as he is, and enjoy him. | 
For the ſubject matter thou wilt meet with in theſe epiſtles, 1 
ſhall not fay much; there is a ſweet and pleaſant variety of pur- 
pole to be found in them, whereof thou canſt only expect a juſt 
ED 46: 4 22 | account 
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account by a peruſal of the whole; but moſtly thou wilt find 
theſe things inſiſted on, | 

1. What bigh ſpring-tides of joy and conſolation, did fill and 
overflow the ſoul of iis ſufferer, ſo, as ſometimes ye have him 
expreffing himſelf as pained with a ſurcharge of love (O rare 


XXVviii 


and bleſſed diſeaſe !) and having nothing elſe to ſeek, there are 
carneſt longings after a more capacious ſoul, to contain more 


of that infinite ocean, which hath neither brim nor bottom: 
this is the gain of one who can ſuffer the loſs of all things for 
Chriſt : this is the cool refreſhing ſhade that they find in the 


'furnace, which not only keeps the fire of affliction from ſcorch- 
ing them, or conſuming them into aſhes; but makes it a more 
' defireable lot, than what others account the beſt of lives: 
the ſoul amidſt thoſe flames, being admitted to ſuch a nearnefs 
with God, as cauſeth joy to overflow all its banks, and per- 


fumes the heart with delight, is ſo far from complaining, be- 
cauſe of the fiery trial, that the crofs of Chriſt is more deſire. 
able to it, than a crown: and ſince it is there, where next to 
heaven, his people enjoy moſt of himſelf, it makes them fing 
ſweetly amidſt all the outward forrows that befal them, and 
puts them in caſe to command a conſort af muſic within, while 
others in their fool's paradiſe, laugh as they liſt, have ſadneſs 
at their heart, and find themſelves pierced through with many 
ſorrows, - fx — | 

2. Ye have fometimes a felt emptineſs (for this full feaſt, is 


not, or cannot be the ordinary diet, it may well be the extraordi- 


nary deſert of the people of God, while they walk by faith, and 
not by ſight ; the conftancy of that joy, as well as the fulneſs of it, 
is reſerved for the chamber of preſence, no faint, how eminent ſo- 
ever, even in ſuffering for Chriſt, can expect, that all tears thall be 
wiped from his eyes, till he come to that land, where all the inhabi- 
tants have everlaſting joy upon their heads, and where he will 
be put beyond hazard of ſinning, as well as without the reach 
of ſuffering) there is ſometimes a felt emptineſs, I ſay, that 
caſts into a fever of deſires: that river of God is full of water, 


which did overflow and refreſn the foul, running again into 


that ſea whence it came; and in this low ebb, ye fee how the 
patient is pained with abſence, and what a panting there is for 
a ſenſible preſence; the ſoul, as it were, is evaporate in ſuch 
wiſhes as theſe, O! when wilt thou come unto me! Or, O 
when ſhalt I come and appear before thee, and be put once for 
all, and for ever beyond the fear of the ariſing of any cloud to 
eclipſe the light of thy countenance ! The ſoul in this abſence, 
is ſcorched with the fever and flame of burning deſires ; but to 
kerp it from being burnt up, there is hope, this holds the ſoul 
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in life that it expire not; this ſaves from ſwooning, and pre- 
ſerves from ſinking into deſpondency: and though while hope 
is deferred, the heart be ſick, yet there is eaſe in this very 
pain; for an unerring expectation of a future good, yields a 
prefent eaſe to the expectant, and makes the man give himfelf 
the check thus, Why art thaw caſt down, O my ſoul ? This 
ſickneſs was never yet unto death, but ever to the glory of 
God, therefore hope thou in him, for I ſhall yet praiſe him: 
in a word, that which is principally infiſted upon, in theſe ſhort 
ſummaries of a communion with God, is this on the one hand, 
how a hungry and longing ſoul is filled and feaſted with the 
conſolations of God, and when in that poſture, how puzzled 
and non-plug'd, as to what to think, or ſay of God: it knows 
not what to do, or how to lay out itſelf for him, the ſatisfac 
tion that it hath in him, and the obligation it fees itſelf under to 
him, making it look on every thing it doth for him, ſayeth or 
thinketh of him, with a kind of regret and haly diſſatisfaction: 
it doth not pleaſe itſelf in pleaſing him, and though he accept. 
what love offers, yet love deſiderates ſo much in the offering, 
that it preſents all with a bluſh : and ſuitable to this amiable 
and orderly confufion of ſpirit, its greateſt oratory and elo- 
quence, is, a kind of abrupt, conciſe, and broken diſcourle : 
it is moſt deſirous to ſpeak, but not knowing what to ſay, which 
is not unworthy of him, it falls into filent admiration, and yet 
ſomething it muſt ſay ; wherein though it do not pleaſe itſelf, 
yet it makes good ſenſe before him, and is a moſt pleaſant me- 
lody in his ears: it is then, when he ſeems to be ſo taken with 
that, wherein the ſoul finds fo many failings and defects, that 
he ſays, ſpeak on, let me fee that bluſhing countenance, let me 
hear thy voice; for ſweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is come- 
ly. And truly thou mayeſt perceive much of this kind of diſ- 
courſe in theſe epiſtles, whereto the holy writer was ſo habitu- 
ate in theſe ſoliloquies with God, which were ordinary to him 
in his retirement, that his pen, and preaching, did ever after 
keep the tincture, and had the reliſh of that; for while many 
preached notions, and ſome ſpake becauſe they believed; he 
was perceived oft-times, not ſo much to ſpeak as believing, as 
eing : his being ſo long in the mount of God, made his face 
to thine ever thereafter in his public appearances : and there 
was fome peculiar ſweetneſs in his vhrafs (eſpecially in crying 
up, and commending the love of Chriſt, in mentioning the joy 
of .the Holy Ghoſt, or the glory of the life to come) beyond 
what was to be found, even with other holy men : neither was 
it among the dry ſchool-men, nor at Ariſtotle's feet (though 
there were few in the age, ſo well acquaint with either) that 
he learned this; nay, fleſh and blood did not, nor could not, 
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the clouds; and there it was, where he learned theſe metaphy. 
ſics. This, I ſay, is the thing upon the one hand which is 
is inſiſted upon, and on the other, thou haſt the fad condition 
of a ſoul deprived of theſe ſweet enjoyments ; he who was juſt 
now taken into the banqueting-houle, and had the banner of 
love for his canopy, hath that ſpiced wine which his ſoul was 
drinking with delight ſnatcht out of his hand, and fits panting 
for a drop of the rivers of his pleaſure, wherein not long ago 
he was bathing himſelf : whereupon follows a night of ſorrow 
in the ſoul; becauſe the ſun that did illuminate and warm it, 
with its rays, is ſet: then as if the ſoul would break forth at 
many paſſages together, for haſte to be after him, who hath 
withdrawn himſelf, it runs out at the eyes in tears, and at the 
mouth in complaints, becauſe of his. abſence; yet faith ſets 
down the fainter upon the brink of the river, and puts him un- 
der an arreſt (that he run not away) till the ſea flow again: and 
deſire makes him look out with a watery eye as impatient of de- 
lay, the inward echo of the heart, in the mean time, being ill 
this, How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? How long? 
And while he is in this poſture, ye wauld not know him to be 
the man, that a few minutes ſince he was, and a few minutes 
hence he may and will be ; and no wonder, fince that is want- 
ing and away, which was the health of his countenance, that 
he look pale : as the weeping man's eye, being blinded with 
water, cannot take up objects as they are, eſpecially if they be 
at any diſtance ; ſo ye have this holy man in theſe heavy hours, 
venting his jealouſies, and becauſe of withdrawing, giving way 
to his ſorrow; now, as the joy of enjoying God, is by the for- 
mer, made clear to be of all the greateſt (for under theſe full 
manifeſtations, the ſoul may be tranſported to ſuch an extaſy 
of delight, that for the time, whether in the body, or out of 
the body, the man knows not) ſo, the ſorrow for being de- 
prived of that, (the giver ſeeing it neceſſary, to withhold and 
ſuſpend theſe manifeſtations, knowing that heavineſs for a ſea- 
ſon through manifold temptations, is fit for theſe, who are 
ſons of conſolation, and who ſhall have a few days hence, an 
everlaſting year of jubilee) is, of all ſorrows, ſeen to be the 
ſoreſt and ſharpeſt. 
This is ſoul-anguiſh, and ſo leaſt of any ſupportable: becauſe 
it makes the very Spirit, which if it were ſound would ſuſtain a 
man's infirmities, fink under. it: while it is thus with him, ye 
may perceive that his bed cannot comfort him, nor his couch 
eaſe his complaint. And in this fever, there are ſome expreſ- 
:19n5 dropped, which after the height is over, he doth retract, 
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as raſh and unadviſed, and upon more mature deliberation, is 
made to ſay, This was my infirmity: and truly he who inten- 
deth the advantage of the whole, in his way of dealing with 
every member of that body, whereof he is Head, hath excel- 
lently ordered this matter, that they who have the fulleſt feaſts 
of joy, and are admitted to the neareſt fellowſhip upon the earth, 
to the end, that pride may be hid from their eyes, have ordina- 
narily the deepeſt down-caſtings ; theſe warm hours and hot 
blinks of a ſenſible prefence, are often followed with a ſharp 
ſhower, and a dark night of bitter deſertion: ſo that if poor 
ſouls in reading theſe, ſhould begin to think or ſay, Alas! we 
are ſparingly dealt with, we are great ſtrangers to ſuch a favou- 
rite's feaſt : let them conſider alſo (beſides that he was an am- 
baſſador now in bonds, and ſo his maſter allowed liberally upon 
him) that their ſoul anguiſh is ſhort of his, and ſo, if they con- 
ſider his condition well, they will ſee, that though he had much, 
yet he had nothing over; and if they take notice of the mercy 
that is in their own, they will perceive alſo, that though they 
have little, yet they have no lack; for he abounds towards his, in 
all wiſdom and prudence. There is a third condition ſpoken 
frequently to in theſe epiſtles alſo, which lies in the middle be- 
twixt theſe two : and that is, ſuch a communion with God, as 
conſiſts in the ſoul's being well pleaſed with him, and being 
moſt deſirous to pleaſe bim in all things, abſtracting from theſe 
extraordinary tranſports of joy upon the one hand, and free 
likewiſe of theſe deep down-caſtings upon the other : and this 
is the more ordinary way of the ſaints, whoſe daily exerciſe it 
is, to come and take out their directions from their maſter, and 
endeavour to walk according to theſe, both as men who are till 
under the maſter's eye, and as thoſe who muſt give an account 
of themſelves to him: in which ſervice they want not their own 
{weet peace; for the way wherein they walk is a way of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all theſe paths are peace: though it be not ſuc 
an overflowing peace, as amounts to a joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory; ſo full joy is nothing elſe but peace ſwelling without 
its ordinary channel, and overflowing all its banks: and on the 
other hand, they want not their own checks and challenges 
they are often before God with the tear in their eye, and know 
what it is to ſigh, becauſe of a body of death within them; be- 
caufe of that law which is in their members, warring againſt 
that law which is in their mind, and bringing them into captivity 
to the law of ſin, which is in their members: yet this is ſhort 
of the forrow of ſome dear to him, who are made to roar, by 
reaſon of the diſquietneſs of their heart, and to cry out of the 
arrows of the Almighty ſtricking within them, and the poiſon 
thereof drinking up their ſpirit, ſo that while they ſuffer 25 
they 


ſay, are mainly inſiſted upon, which according to an epiſtolary 


method, lie ſcattered in ſeveral parcels up and down the book : 


in reading whereof, thou wilt eaſily perceive alſo, that though 
the whole of theſe epiſtles may be of ſingular uſe to a Chriſtian 
in every condition, yet a great many of them have à more ſpecial 
reference, both to the comfort and the carriage of a Chriſtian 
under the croſs, whether his affliction be outward trouble, or 
inward ſoul-exerciſe and terror, where he is moſt frequently to 
be found: which is all I have to ſay for the matter. 

There are not a few in this generation, I know, who will 
make it their buſineſs, and think of their intereſt, to dero- 
gate from the eſteem which theſe epiſtles do juſtly challenge, 
and will readily get, from all who know how to prize things 
according to their worth; as knowing very well that what re- 
ſpect theſe get and gain amongſt readers, they loſe; though I 
may truly ſay, and they will at laſt find it ſo, that if they get 
the thing they ſeek by this artifice, they loſe by that getting: 
and I may aſſure myſelf alſo, if theſe either find thee a Chriſti- 
an or make thee ſuch, they may well loſe by this labour any 
eſteem thou hadſt for them, but they will not proſelyte thee, 
to their profane contempt of ſo ſpiritual matter ; yet I know 
they will eflay it: 

Firſt, ſomewhat to this purpoſe may be ſaid and will be ſug- 
geſted by them, that here is a needleſs and nauſeating repetiti- 
tion of the fame thing; though it may be, they are not fo diſ- 
pleaſed, that it is ſaid often, as that it is ſaid at all; or if the 
frequency of it offend them, it is out of a fear, that what is of- 
ten ſaid, be once liſtened to, and at laſt learned. I grant that 
the ſame matter and purpoſe is divers times touched and infiſted 
upon; but conſider, 1. That this is to divers perſons, and is 
there either reaſon or religion in it, to envy him the liberty of 
telling all the fearers of God, to whom he writes, what was 
done for his ſoul, or the people of God, the advantage of that 
relation? Was it not for the edification of the church, that all 
who had heard of his perſecution for the goſpel, ſhould hear 
alſo, that the world, do their worſt, : cannot make a ſufferer 
truly miſerable, while God makes. him happy. in a communion 
with himſelf: the heat of perſecution may dry up or imbitter 
all the nether ſprings, but then the ſoul hath free acceſs to the 
upper, and is admitted to drink, yea drink abundantly of theſe 
rivers of his pleaſure: this is the ſpiced wine he drinks, and 
the meat he gets to eat in ſecret, which the world knoweth not 
of, and cannot take from him; and having found how ſweet to 
the taſte this bread of God, which comes down from heaven, 
is, he cannot forbear, to tell others, how he is feaſted; to ex- 


cite 


they are with wiſe Heman almoſt diſtracted. Theſe things, t 
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cite deſires in all to come and ſhare with him in theſe dainties, 
and forbear to ſurfeit themſelves with the world's deceitful 
meat. 2. Conſidet, that it is at divers times, and ſurely, he 
finding the conſolations of God new every morning, and abours 
ding every moment, it had been a piece of baſe ingratitude in 
him, to have made mention of that but once, which God had 
given him often. 3. Conſider, though the fame matter be of- 
ten mentioned, yet it is moſtly with a ſweet and taking variety 
of phraſe : he brings forth the old and new together; nay, there 
js ever ſo much new in it, as may contribute to kindle new de- 
fires in thee, in order to the fatisfattion of thy own foul, to 
ſeek what he found, and when thou haſt fallen upon that, ani 
art filled with it, thy practice in telling it over to others, will, 
without doubt, have ſvch a cointidency with his, as wil juſtify 
what he hath done, and thou wilt then judge, that an apology 
for publiſhing and frequent proclaiming the goodneſs of the 
Lord in the land of the living, is either wholly, ſuperfluous, or 
it doth ſuppoſe the reader not to be a Chriſtian, at leaſt in caſe. - 

Secondly, Something will be ſaid by malicious mutterers, {I 
know) againſt the apparent coarſeneſs of ſome phraſes, and 
commonneſs of ſome words made uſe of by the author; who 
ail alongſt ſets himſelf, to make uſe of the moſt ordinary ex- 
preſſions, which are in ufe among the common ſort of people. 
Something, I ſay, of this kind may probably be belched forth, 
by this carping, criticizing, profane and prejudicate age : but if 
they would remember, what was ſaid (by men much more 
knowing, than themſelves, and more able to diſcern what ought 
to be ſpoken, both as to matter and words) to the commenda- 
tion of Plautus, who made uſe of the moſt common words that 
were in uſe, amongſt the moſt common ſort of people in Rome, 
Si iſæ muſe loquerentur, ore Plautino uterentur ; they would ſee 
reaſon, rather to commend a dexterous making ule of common 
phraſes, in writing to people of no extraordinary capacity, than 
take, becauſe of this, any occaſion to quarrel at, or cry down, 
that which is ſo uſeful and exce lent : and if in the opinion of 
men faithful and famons in their generation, he be the beſt 
preacher to a people (and conſequently writer too) guz, quam 
maxime trimaliter, pueriliter, populariter docet, as to words and 
phraſes: I ſee no great reaſon ſuch have to carp, or neceſſity 
I have to make an apology : but there is ſufficient to be ſaid, if 
not for ſilencing of bablers, whoſe tongue hath more dimentions 
than their reaſon (which makes it not worth the while to take 
notice of their barking) yet for ſatixfying of the more ſober 
minded, Ws | 

1. Conſider, that this diſciple learned of his Maſter, both 
„to write and ſpeak, as not te hide his purpole in a cloud of 
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new coined words: he conſulted his own reputation fo little, 
while he ſought his Maſter's honour, that he would rather ſeem 
a babler to them, who minded notking but words; than a bar- 
barian to the meaneft, who was taken with ſpiritual matter: if 
Chriſt's example, who taught theſe high and beavenly myſte. 
ries of ſalvation, by plain and obvious ſimilitudes, be not ſuf— 
ficient to ſilence fuch perſons, who have habituate their tongue 
to drop ſatyrs againſt what is good, whether perſous or things; 
yet 1t 1s enough to guard againſt the prejudice of what they 
take liberty to fay. 

2. Confider, that the moſt common words and ordinary 
phraſes, in uſe amongſt a people, may, by the greateſt orator, 
be very pextinently uſed, for illuſtrat ing and prefling his pur- 
poſe: nay, in ſome caſes, theſe have a ſpecial emphaſis, be- 
yond what can be wrapt up, m a great many more compt words, 
and ſeemingly neat expreſhons, and then, they are ſo far from 
being a blemiſh to a diſcourſe, that they ſeem to give a kind of 
life, and add a certain luſtre to the whole frame; and thon 
wilt find it often fall out here, that the author hath fo happy 
a dexterity in making the moſt common (and ſometimes con- 
temptible) phraſe, with a graceful ſweetneſs, ſubſervient to his 
purpoſe, that let the greateſt maſter of words, alter but one i 
theſe words, or change one of theſe expreſſions which it they 
ſtoodꝭ not there, might almoſt ſeem a barbariſm) he mars what 
he undertook to mend, and while he endeavours to correct the 
author, he leaves himſelf to be put in amongſt the errata. 

3. Conſider that a great many of the perſons to whom he 
wrote, were no ſcholars, nay, had ſo little acquaintance, with 
that, which paſſeth in the world for eleganey of ſpeech, that 
he had as good have faid nothing at all to them, as have made 


uſe of any other words than what are pitched upon in expreſſing 


Bis purpoſe; and ſo his defign being to make affection, or to 
move it in the hearts of thofe to whom he wrote, there was 2 
neceſſity to ſuit his ſtile to their capacity, which condeſcenſion 
in him, is yet managed with fo much ſpiritual prudence and du 

cretion, as it is without debaſing high matter, or giving th: 

eaſt rational ground to mock at ſpiritual myſteries : yea, I miy 
fay further, that there is ſo much majeſty in the ſtrain, as tha! 

the lowneſs of the ſtile is abundantly thereby made up: and fur- 
ther, I might aſk thee, if thou who makeſt the challenge dot 
pretend to be a mafter of reaſon, whether he is the beſt orator, 
who can with the leaſt noiſe caſt fire into the affections of tho 
to whom he ſpeaks or writes, and bring down the higheſt myſte- 
ves in religion, to the capacity of the meaneſt hearer and reed- 
cr, or he who wraps up plain truths and obvious purpoſes, in 
ich an obſcurity of phrate, and perplexing intricacy of word, 
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2s carries the matter quite beyond the reach of a vulgar capa- 
city, without making any other impreſſion upon the mind of 
the hearer, than that the man hath forgotten his meſſage, and 
while he ſeeks himſelf, flights his Maſter's buſineſs ? It often 
creates alſo a ſuſpicion, that the writer or ſpeaker either deſires 
not to be underſtood, or, while he endeavours to foar too high 
above others, that he hath fallen into ſuch a confuſion, as he 
knows not where to find himſelf: and it thou concede here what 
with reaſon thou canſt not deny, thou haſt granted all agaiaſt 
thyſelf, which JI need ſeek, for putting thee to ſilence. 

4. Conſider, that though there be ſome here written to, ot 
the greateſt quality in the nation, and a great many others, who 
are eminent for their underſtanding and parts, as well as their 
grace; yet as theſe of the greateſt quality and parts, may reap 
advantage, by what hath been written to the meaneſt and moſt 
obſcure perſon ! God in his providence led his ſervant to ſpeak 
to theſe of underſtanding and parts, ſo, that what was particu- 
larly intended for them, might be of ſpecial uſe and advantage 
to every one: and thus all occaſion of carping is taken away; 
unleſs, amongſt the reſt of regularities of this time, the epiſco- 
pal authority be interpoſed, to make us read and underſtand 
that axiom backward, bonum quo communius eo melius, which if 
it be, I have no more to ſay, but that it is of a piece with the 
reſt of their reformation, I ſuppoſe by this time, it may be 
thought, Ihave (aid too much upon this Head, ſince it would ſeem 
that ſome things ought rather to be ſaid, for making many things 
in then plain chat are myſterious and dark, than to ſay ſo much 
for taking off prejudice, becauſe of ſome common words and 
expreſſions; but as to that, I ſhall not undertake it: for there 
are many things in them, only intelligible by taſting: and be 
who wants that commentary, will never underſtand this text. 1 
have no more to ſay, either for the one or the other, but if any 
ditlike them, he may let them alone ; for I intend to obtrude 
them upon none, who diſtaſte them; yet I cannot forbear to 
adviſe even fuch, ſo far to conſult their own reputation, as, by 
{peaking againſt. what the author hath_here written, not to dit- 
cover that ſecret to the world, that they are perſons void of a 
gracious principle, to whom the things that are of God are un- 
ſavoury : the wind of thy mouth accompanied with all the ve- 
nom thou canſt vomit up, will not blaſt the authors reputation, 
it will only be a blazing of thy own ſhame, and then thou wilt 
{ee thyſelf | fo unhappy, as to have hit the mark at which thou 
didſt not aim: for without doing him any hurt, who is far a- 
bove thy reach, thy tongue falls upon thy head, and in firiking 
at one whom thou canſt not wound, thy ſw ord redonnds back 
upon thyſelf, and enters into thine own bowels : but # thou re- 
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maineſt a man of imperſuaſion, and take ſo much pleaſure in pul 
liſhing thine own ſhame, I cannot help it, it is ſufficient for 
me, to have warned thee of thy hazard; nor ſhall I endeavour 
henceforth to deprive the world of their liberty (ſince thou wilt 
have it ſa) to look upon thee, according to the character which 
thou given of thyſelf, and that is, Deeft aliquid intus, to make 
thee a man and a Chriſtian ; and fince this brutiſh ſhape pleaſes 
thee, thou mayeſt go eat graſs and let alone this bread, which 
is only deſigned for children: and fo I leave thee to make uſe 
of that liberty of ſaying what thou pleaſes, which thou haſt 
now purchaſed with the loſs of thy own reputation. 

If any think, it had been more convenient, to have conceal- 
ed the names of theſe to whom the author wrote, for ſome rea- 
ſons obvious, in regard of the preſent lamentable poſture of at- 
fairs (when it is almoſt ſufficient, to make a man guilty, that e- 
ver he was really zealaus far God) I have only this to ſay for my- 
Felf, that I deſigned their honour and not their prejudice or 
hurt in prefixing their names: neither can I well imagine (what. 
ever others may apprehend) what prejudice they can ſuſtain, by 
this ; ſince none, or very few of them, come from the author, 
as returns to any thing they had written to him; and there be- 
ing no law, either difchaxging him ta write, or any perſons to 
receive his letters, there can be no tranſgreſhon upon their part, 
and ſo nothing to ground a prejudice, or found a rational plea 
againſt them; and. much lefs in that their names are prefixed 
or if there be any thing in this blame worthy, I alone am in the 
tranſgreſhon, who have dane it without conſulting themſelves, 
or aſking their conſent; yet in order to the ſatisfaction of any, 
who may be offended at what is done, I havethis to ſay for my- 
ſelf further, that 1 was induced to it, 1. That thereby it might 
appear theſe were indeed the very LETTERS; which that faith- 
ful ſufferer and witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt wrote (though there is 
ſufficient in the ſtile and ſtrain to put this beyond debate) and 
no forgeries. 2. Many of theſe worthy perſons being removed 
(whereby the church of God is at a ſeen and fad loſs, in that 
the is deprived of ſo many, who would have weeped and made 
ſupplication on her behalf in this day of her diſtreſs, when not 
a few of her friends have dealt treacherouſly with her, and are 
become her enemies) their poſterity might think themſelves 
wronged, if I ſhould have deprived their worthy predeceſſors, 
by fuppreſſing their names, and ſmothering their affection to 
the work of God, of the honour of making their faithfulneſs 
known to the world: and truly, J judged it the leaſt that was 
due to the memory of thefe, who ought to be had in everlaſting 
deen to erect this poor monument over their grave, 
waercvy they may live amopgſt the poſterity, when they are 

gone, 
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gone, as perſons who obtained mercy of the Lord, to be faith- 
tul in their generation; and that when the account of ſuch 
comes to be taken, it may be ſaid, This and that man was born. 
there. 3. I did it to encourage the poſterity of ſuch, to be fol- 
lowers of the faith and patience of their worthy progenitors, 
and that they may not, without ſhame and horror think of de- 
clining, or turning aſide either to the right or left hand, from 
the way of theſe dear relations, who by following the Lord M- 
ly, in an evil time, left them a noble pattern, worthy of imita- 
tion. 4. As for ſuch who are yet alive, I hope they will think, 
that God by his providence, is making an honourable mention 
of their fidelity before the nations, and is remembring for them, 
the love of their eſpouſals, when they went after him; hereby 
to engage them, to cleave more cloſely, and adhere more firm- 
ly to him, with full purpoſe of heart, when the generality have 
gadded about to change their way, and many of his profeſſed 
diſciples have gone back, and are like to walk no more with 
him : and upon the other hand, God will haye this to be a wit- 
neſs before the world, againſt any of them, who ſhall depart 
from the good way of the Lord, and be offended in him, be- 
caufe of perſecution ; I hope whatever hazard threaten theſe 
who abide in Chriſt's company, that they will never forſake 
him, nor give him cauſe to fay, What iniquity have ye found in 
me, that ye haue gone far from me ? But if it ſhould prove other- 
wile, they may be ſure that he whoſe ſoul hath no pleafure in 
any man that draws - back, and hates the work of ſuch as turn 
aide, . will count himſelf engaged in a peculjar way, to lead 
them forth with the workers of iniquity ; but we hope for bet- 
ter things of them all, though we thus ſpeak : if none of theſe 
reaſons which moved me to do this, be ſtrong enough, then let 
it be judged my weakneſs ; for it is more fit, that I ſhould paſs 
in the world as ſuch (which is no great miſtake) than theſe 
honourable and worthy perſons, ſhould ſuffer any prejudice, by 
a deed whereto they had not the leaſt acceſſion, 

Reader, much pains hath been taken, in collecting theſe ta- 
gether, that they might be in the hands of many (a,thing great- 
ly deſired of a long time by the godly) which have been hitherto 
only in ſome broken and imperfect parcels, in the hands of a few: 
ſeveral of the moſt correct copies that could be had, have been 
carefully compared, and many faults thereby corrected, which 
were crept in, by their being often tranſcribed ; and that by 
unſkilful hands, If it fall out fo, (as I ſuppoſe it ſhall not of- 
ten be found) that they who have the Autographs by them, per- 
ceive any difference in a word or ſentence, betwixt this printed 


copy and theſe, let them impute it to my want of the principals; 


for though 1 had a good number of them, yet it was not poſſi- 
dd ble 
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ble ſor me to get the moſt part: in ſome very few places alſo, 
to the end that this book might be of more univerſal uſe, it may 
be that a Scottiſh word, which would have darkened the ſenſe, 
or rendered the ſentence wholly unintelligible to ſtrangers, is 
either changed into ſome. equivalent one, or a fynonimous term 
inſerted by it; but in moſt places theſe words are retained, with. 
out any alteration ; becauſe either alteration, or ad:lition, would 
have made them leſs faking with, and acceptable to them, for 
whom they were at firſt written, and to thoſe for whom they 
are now principally intended; becauſe the life and emphaſis of 
the phraſe, is often found to lie in that very word. But hav- 
ing kept thee under too long an arreſt in the entry, I leave thee 
now to peruſe thefe profitable epiſtles, which are an account of 
the many ſweet hours and comfortable ſoliloquies, which that 
eminent faint and ſufferer had with God in the furnace of his 
affliction.; wherein there is much to be ſeen, beyond the ordi- 
nary attainment of a Chriſtian, even who hath made ſome re- 
markable progreſs and is no {ſmall proficient in the ways of God, 
I nothing doubt, but when thou perceiveſt, while thou readeſt, 
how much pure zeal to God, doth burn in theſe lines, thou 
wilt lament the lofs of ſuch a bleſſed inſtrument, now, when 
the church of God 1s brought ſo very low, and there are few 
of all the ſons whom ſhe hath nouriſhed and brought np, to 
take her by the hand: I grant it is both a rational and religious 
ſorrow ; for when we remember the many eminent lights (the 
removal of whom hath brought a fad and dark night upon the 
church) which did lately ſhine amongſt us, and muſt ſay, They 
are gone who were faithful guides, it would almoſt feem par- 
donable, to abandon ourſelves to forrow, and refuſe to be com- 
forted : Quis talia fando temperet a lachrymis ? Yet give me 
leave to ſuggeſt theſe things: 

(1.) Let not the tear fo blind thine eye, as not to obſerve 
the goodneſs of God, who gave us ſuch ; it was a ſaying of an 
eminent and exerciſed Chriſtian (worthy to be remembered in 
this preſent caſe, and to be put upon record for poſterity) per- 
ceiving many ſorrowful, upon the removal of one of the moſt 
burning and ſhining lights, that Britain had to boaſt of (that 
great interpreter Mr. Durham, I mean) Turn your tears and 
iighs for this lots (ſaid that worthy perſon) though it ſeem to 
you almoſt irreparable (an age hardly producing ſuch another) 
into ſongs of praiſe; and do not fo indulge your ſorrow, be- 
cauſe the Maſter hath called home an ambaſſador, who did ſo 
faithfully and ſucceſsfully negotiate for him; as ye forget in the 
mean time to praiſe the Lord of the harveſt, who thruſt forth 
ſuch a labourer into his vineyard : let not the greatneſs of your 

grief make you forget the riches of his goodneſs to the * 
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of Chriſt in Scotland, in that there was a Mr. Durham to die 
out of it : ſo I lay, when in reading of theſe, thou remembereſt 
that the worthy author is gone to his reſt ; yet be not guilty of 
{o much ingratitude, through the exceſs of thy grief, as to for- 
get God's care of, and kindnefs to the church of Scotland, who 
amongſt others gave her a Mr. Rutherfoord : one who was not 
only famous at home and abroad for his great learning; but 
ſuch a miniſter of the goſpel, as I ſuppoſe there is not a godly 
miniſter in the nation, who knew his painfulneſs, his tenderneſs, 
his zeal, his ſhining and goſpel-adorning converſation, that will 
think he wrongs himſelf, in giving the preference to him, whoſe. 
watching and weeping and unwearied pains, to propagate the 
truth, and profit the ſouls of men, made him without a match 
or equal, and left deep convictions of thort-coming, even upon 
them, who may with a rational confidence, expect the approba- 
tion of, Well done, good and faithful ſervant, at the day of their 
appearance, and die in the faith of this; that when the great 
Shepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a crown of glory, that 
fadeth not away. . | 

(2.) If no other conſideration can dry up. thy tears, or divert 
thy ſorrow, while thou doeſt remember thy own and the chur- 
ch's loſs ; yet remember that this is ſufficient to make thee 
mourn in hope, that the reſidue of the Spirit is with him. We 
cannot, I grant, weep back again (though it is like ſome would 
be content to weep themſelves blind, it that were lawful and 
would do it) our famous and. faithful Knoxes, Davidſons, Wel- 
ches, Bruces, Henderſons, Rutherfoords, Gileſpies, Guthries, 
with a great many beſides, or their brethren and companions, 
who did build and fight with them, and were the reſtorers of 
the breaches amongit us, whereby they obtained a good report; 
and are at this day of bleſſed memory indeed; but is there no 
hope to ſee them alive in other men's perſons ? I grant there is 
but little appearance of that for the preſent; for, alas! may 
we ſay, where is there a man of that ſpirit to be found? Yet 
let us not add this to all the reſt of our provocations in this wil- 
derneſs- lot, to limit the Holy One of Iſrael; fince theſe had no- 
thing but what they did receive; he can furniſh the church 
with men of the fame parts and zeal; with men that will ſhine 
ia light, fo that their enemies muſt lay their hand upon their 
mouth when they have ſpoken; and burn in love to God and 
his intereſts : and truly it concerns the people of God, to be 
much in importuning him, that he would again give vs ſuch 
{tandard-bearers, and that he would remember us now, in our 
low eſtate, by raiſing up ſuch, who may be as the chariots ard 
horſemen of Iſrael, when the fpirit of moſt is under fuch. a faint, 


and the men of might do not find their hands: if we were up 


and 
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and doing in this, which is one great part of our work in ſuch a 
fad time, and gave him no reſt, who knows .but he would yet 
breathe upon many, who are now as dry bones, without life 
or mation, and make them ſtand up for him, and plead his 
cauſe againſt them, who have lifted up their head wgain{t hea- 
ven and their heet againſt his people? They who by falling a- 
fleep, till their hair was cut, that they were not in caſe to ſhake 


themſelves as at other times, when their enemies were upon 
them, might yet fpoil-their adverſaries ſport, and bring down 


their Babel about their ears, if the ſpirit of the Lord came upon 
them as at other times: or if this were net to be expected, he 
eould raiſe up à generation, Who would ſerve kim with more 
zeal and faithfulneſs, han we have doue; and that in ſuch a 
number, as fliould make his church ſay, Jo hath begotten me 
all theſe ? © Ard where have they been ? It may be that he Who 
waits to be gracious, is waiting to be entreated to do this good 
thing for us: ſurely if we were a people of prayer, and parti- 
cularly for merty te this church and nation, we night be ſur- 
prized now, when we have ſcarce a token for good, aud when 
our luke-watm temper has baniſhed the faith of ſuchꝭ a mercy 
almoſt out of the earth, with ſuch 4 return as that, Iwill clothe 
thy prieſts evith ſalvation; and thy ſaints ſball yet ſhout alaud or joy : 
I will pour down fuch a plentiful meaſure of the Spirit, upon 
them, that by their zeal and faith fulneſs, the years which this 
canker-worm̃ and cater-pillar of luke warmneſs hath eaten up, 


ſhall be reſtored unto you ſeven fold ; which would carry alongſt 


with it, the accompliſhment of that other great and goſpel- pro- 
miſe, Hi enemies will I clothe 4vith- ſhame," but upon himſelf ſhall 
his crows flouriſh. *Faxit Deus, & feftiuet, ſhould be the con- 
ſtant echo of our heart.. 4e . 


* 


Reader, there is one thing more I have to acquaint thee with, 


and fo I have done, and that is ts tell thee, that I have made 
bold for this once, to ſend theſe Epiſtles abroad into the world, 
without the Prelate's Inprimatur: if he pleaſe to take this for an 
Apology, that the author ſought not his permiffion to write 
them, which emboldened me to tranſmit them to thy hands, 
without his approbetion, he may; for I am not in an humour 
to give them any other account of this action. I know it is ve- 
ry probable, that the fate of thefe may be the fire ; for our late 
furious prelates (that Draco volans which being got upon the 
wing, ſpouts down fire upon the church, whereby the taberna- 
cles of God are burnt ap through the land : for the appearance 
of this fiery meteor, did always portend ſomewhat fatal to the 
church, to follow upon it) are a little more hot than their pre- 


deceſtors ; it is true, theſe went ſo high in their perſecution, 


and 
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and drave.ſo hard, that it was thought ſcarce poſſible to out- do 
them in perſecuting; for they run themſelves out of breath, 
and never drew bridle till they fell in the ditcb, and we thought 
they had died there without ſucceſſion ; but, alas ! the church 
ſinds this day, that in reſpect of their ſucceſſors, they were mere 
novices, and had fearce ſerved their apprentiſhip in the Black 
Art : and this puts me to-think, whether the people of God 
ſhould not rather ſubmit to be chaſtiſed even with the ſcourge 
of ſcorpions, than to with that he would throw the rod in tho 
fire, leſt if they were gone, and we not fit for a delivery (as in- 
deed we are not) it ſhould fall out with us, according to the ſto- 
ry of the old wife of Syracuſe, who was afraid of Dionyſius“ 
death, left the devil thould ſucceed him: but if any ſhould ſay 
to me, What and he be already come. For if the Holy Ghoſt 
call theſe men ſuch, who did but caſt in priſon, and did but caſt 
ſome in priſon, may he not be ſaid to be already come down 
now, having great wrath; when depoſition, impriſonment, 
baniſhment, yea any thing leſs then declared worthy to die, is 
thought a favour ? if any thould urge me with this, I ſay, I con- 
feſs he would poſe me into an abſolute ſilence; or force an ac- 
knowledgment from me: if the prelates themſelves, who are 
of age, be in caſe to make a reply, let them anſwer it: for the 
truth is, they are ſo hot upon their work, that if it be a hereſy 
to think ſo of them, they who plead the neceſſity of their office, 
for preventing of ſchiſm and hereſy, to think fo of them, are like 
to turn the better part of the world heretics. But to my purpoſe, 
I {ay, there is ſome reaſon to fear, that this be thought very 
fit ſewel, to make a fire in Caiaphas's hall: however, though it 
ſhould be ſo, yet this is not the firſt time, that ſome of the wor- 
thy author's works, have got ſuch entertainment: and truly 
there is ſo much zeal to the intereſts of Chriſt, ſo much love to 
God, and the ſalvation of men, burning in theſe lines; that, 
that ſpirit, whoſe element is fire, will endeavour to blow the 
bellows, and feek this as a ſacrifice at their hands, whoſe once 
profeſſed ſincerity, and perſonal zeal for God and his intereſts, is 
now broken out, in ſuch high acts of rebellion againſt him, and 
hatred againſt Iris ſervants; whereby the proverb is become 
plain Scottiſh, or Engliſh, or both if ye will, emnis apeſtata ſer- 
e ſſiæ care but if the prelates would take a poor preſbyter's 
advice, they would even let it alone, left the ſmoke of that fire, 
wherein they burn” this, kindle a flame of juſt indignation a- 
gainſt them, in the hearts of all the lovers of God, as men who 
have a perfect hatred againſt piety : but if they care not to be ſo 
looked upon, I have no more to ſay, be it fo : it is lice, nothing 
that 1 can fay, will hinder them, from putting this piece in 
I. is hands, to whom, as I lar, they hive committed the re viſ- 

ing 


er 45 
ing of learned and worthy Mr. Wood's teſtimony, c. and who 
it ſeems, is made choice of by them, as ſecretary in chief, for 
reviling all ſuch pieces, viz. Joannes Dunmuræiis, cum fratribus, 
& collegis furs : and therefore I muſt leave them to their g li- 
berty, which I only do, becaufe I cannot help it : and J am a- 
fraid beſides, left I ſhould work too hard, in carrying water to 
cool them, I over-heat myſelf, and leave them at laſt nothing 
cooler than I found them : but as for thee, Chriſtian reader, it | 
will be a ſufficient imprimatur, to tell thee, that theſe are Mr. WW c 
RuTHERFOORD's LETTERS; wherein he gives thee an ac- W | 
count, of many a good day, and joyful hour, he had in his ſh 
Maſter's company; wt ile bis fellow-ſervants did beat and tl.ruſt W i 
; 
tk 
' 
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him out of the vineyard: and he invites thee to take a ſhare of 
his feaſt; and truly, I wiſh that both of us would go try ant 
taſte, ſince neither of us are like to have very good entertal: » 
ment any where elſe. | 


F have but one word more to ſay ; for I know it is long ſince 
thou expectedſt I ſhould have made an end, and it is only to crave 
thy pardon that I have not done it ſooner : when I wrote the 
Hrſt lines, I thought to have made the end and the beginning 
To contiguous, that I ſhould neither have put thee to this trou- 
ble, nor myſelf to the neceſſity of an apology : and an order to 
that, I did really forbear what (as I told thee) at firſt I intended, 
and am earried this length beſides my deſign z but if the length 
of what is Lere offend thee, thou art in cafe without doing me 
any wrong, to give thyſelf the fame ſatisfaction, as if I had faid 
nothing, by paſſing it, as ſo much waſte paper, and turning o- 
ver to the epiſtles themfelves : if thy ſoul be profited by thee 
(as I hope it ſhall) I have my deſign; and all J feek of thee be- 
des, is, that thou wouldeſt wiſh his ſoul's welfare, who was at 
This little pains, in order to thine, and who d*ſires to be reckon- 
ed by thee, amongſt the meaneſt and moſt unworthy of 


De favourers of the dufl of Zion, 


And thy avell-qvifher | 


Carts T1IAN 


a1 


CHRISTIAN Reigen, 1 a J fre 
tinnen 91 * 
N each of theft Epiſtles thou pen derbelge, how the wri- 
ters heurt is inffamed with a holy fire ; and You his ſoul aſ- 
cends in theifaieke (as fhatched up to heaven and caught up a- 
bove- alb:that"ig belbw""God*) O how niuch drops from his 
pen above! the ordinary” ttainments and experience, even of 
ſuch WhO ſeem te hive onr-run others! So that, j in reſpect of 
us, this angel of the church ſpeaks as one handing already in 
the Quire « of angels, or as an angel come down from heaven a- 
mong men{«toigive us fome acedunt of what t! ey are doing a- 
bove. And thus leaving thee to peruſe what f Is made public for 
thy edification 5 and to preſs'this z0negranate. a 19 ueeze this 
grape; and to ſuck ti thou find thy "ſoul"! 0 with its ſpi- 
ced wine; and wiſhing: 'thee an Experiment: al knowl ge of that 
ſurpaſing and inconeqvable lebt! $ which 1 is in the fruition 
of God; and to be enjoyed in 4 al vſhip w ith the 'Father, and 
with bis Sen Jeſus "Chriſt, and' 4 full Aran ght of theſe pure 
ſtreanis of ſbii joy and confolation, dre the foul of this 
{ot ſwimmed, aud which run through. theſe lines without 
whichy while he peaks as coming forth out of the ing s ban- 
gnet ing oufe, its berfwadè thee 80 go” in thicker, r, al and feaſt and 
bathe the: ſootinthefamephedelis ts, and] e e oer. 
vheredn eitedy andvwhic flow? in upd 80 loul, and over- 
gowilz mne te talnt finds himſelf, 0 vr Pelvys 055 left 
hand under $ipKea;2and! His tight” 484 Et ies him, he 
will be to thee:ia®batbiriahs T fHalb onty Wish and, FB» that 
thou woutditifewiol ily erk of God, we for um, who 
leeks this for thee, —_ hath his deſign in the pains taken in 
publiſhing' these. Letters, if thou be thereby provoked to ſeek 
till thou find: this is that adequate recompence, which he ſceks, 
earnetrty intreats, an; Fexpecdts, who is 


Thy foul's well wiſher, * 


and ſervant in Chrift Fejus. 
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Ma, RUTHERFOORD's LETTERS. 


F 
To Mr. ROBERT CUNNINGHAME, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
| at Holywood in Ireland. 


ell. beloved and reverend brother, | 
Race, mercy and peace, be to you: upon acquaintance in 
Chriſt, I thought good to take the opportunity of writing 
to you : ſeeing it hath ſeemed good to our Lord of the harveſt, 
to take the hooks out of our hands for a time, and fo lay upon us 
a more honourable ſervice, even to ſuffer for his name, it were 
good to comfort one another in writing, I have had a deſire 
to ſee you in the face, yet now being the priſoner of Chriſt, it is 
taken away. I am greatly comforted to hear of your ſoldiers 
ſtately ſpirit, for your princely and royal Captain Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and of the grace of God in the reſt of our dear brethren 
with you. You have heard of my trouble, I ſuppoſe. It bath 
leaſed our ſweet Lord Jeſus to let looſe the malice of theſe in- 
terdicted lords in his houſe, to deprive me of my miniſtry at An- 
woth, and to confine me eight ſcore miles from thence to Aber- 
deen: and alſo (which was not done to any before) to inhibit 
me to {peak at all in Jeſus his name, within this kingdom, un- 
der the pain of rebellion. The cauſe that ripened their hatred 
was my book againſt the Arminians, whereof they accuſed me 
thoſe three days I appeared before them ; but let our crowned 
King in Zion reign ; by his grace the loſs is theirs, the advan- 
tage is Chriſt's and truth's. Albeit this honeſt croſs gained 
ſome ground on me by my heavineſs, and inward challenges of 
conſcience for a time were tharp, yet now for the encouragement 
of you all, I dare ſay it, and write it under my hand, Wel- 
come, welcome, ſweet, ſweet croſs of Chriſt. I veryy think 
the chains of my Lord Jeſus are all overlaid with pure gold, 
and that his croſs is perfumed, and that it ſinelleth of Chriſt ; 
and that the victory ſhall be by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of his truth; and that Chriſt lying on his back, in his 
weak ſervants, and oppreſſed truth, ſhall ride over his enemies 
bellies, and ſhall ſtrike through kings in the day of his wrath, 
It is time to laugh when he laugheth; and ſeeing he is now 
pleaſed to fit with wrongs for a time, it becometh us to be ſi- 
lent, until the Lord hath let the enemies enjoy their hungry, 
lean, and feckleſs paradiſe ; bleſſed are they who are content 
to 
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to take ſtrokes with weeping-Chriſt ; faith will truſt the Lord 


and is not haſty,” nor head- ſtrong; neither; is faith ſo timorous, 
as to flatter a tentation, or to bud and bribe, the croſs... Ik. is 
little up or little down that the Lamb and his followers can get 
no law. ſurety, Nor truce with croſſes; it, muſt, be ſo, till we be 
up in our Father's houfe- My heart is woe indeed for my mo- 
ther church, tHat hath played the harlgt with many lovers; for 
her huſhind hith a min to Tell her for ber horrible tranſgreſfi- 
ons, arid heavy will the hand of the Lord be upon.this backflid. 
ing nation. The ways of our Zion mourn, her gold is become 
dim, her white Nazarites are black Ike a coal; how ſhall not 
the children weep, when thehiffbant and mother cannot agree? 
Yet I believe Scatland's\ſkies ſhall Clear agaia, and that Chriſt 
{hall build again the old waſte places of jacob, aud that e 


. * : . 


and dry bones ſhall become an army of lixing men; and thæ o 


mies, and ſhall come fram dere with his garments all dyed in 


Beulah 55 


N 


marry us, aud Scotland, ſhall 97 What have I to do any more 


and jet ity tie of agg 
and Holy n e inf me 4, ſtrokes with the ſweet 


— 


E and very bone in my, body; were jalwmayote witnels a 
E 


aud deſertions: I know. nor, my dear brother, if our worthy 
brethren be gone to ſea, or, not ; they arg on mycheart, and in 
my prayers : if they be yet wich you, ſalute my dear friend John 
Stuart; my well- beloved brethren in the Lord; Mr. Blair, Mr. 
Hamilton, Mr. Liviagiton, and Mr. MCleland, and acquaint 
them with my troubles, and intreat them to pray for the poor 
afflicted priſoner of Chriſt; they are dear to my ſoul; I ſeek 

your prayers and theirs for my flock ; their remembrance breaks 
my heart: I defire to love that people, and others my dear ac- 
qutaintance in Cluiit with loFerrGod, and as Gol loveth them: 


* 
N a) * 


fn I] know 
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know that he who ſent me to the Weſt and South ſends me alſo 
to the North ; I will charge my ſoul to believe and to wait for 
him, and will follow bis providence, and not go before it, nor 
ſtay behind it. Now, my dear brother, taking fare wel i in paper, 
1 commend you all to the word of His grace, and to the work of 
his Spirit, to him who Loldeth: the ſe even e in bis right hand, 
that you may be kept ſpotlefs till the' Aa of Jeſus ur Lord. Iam, 


From Irvine, Kg on, My aufe 1 W Four brot er in fiction 
to Chriſt's polarr in Aber geriny £ . my in 4 e e 
Auguft a," 5 , hr oe * 


e * = > FI DID: een 
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Barts: 8 and longed for e 7 Crown and 
my joy itt. e day of Chriſt : e be to 4 peace 
hom God our Raue l OH 18 5 5 Nong 
ceedingly to know; At the oft fee TI bet 190 85 398 11 
Chriſt hotdeth z and if you föllb t on to Eiidw th 
day thoughts and my niglit th 8 Fr df Jou z 5. ea ye fees 
am afraid of your fouls ente Ly de tr'thie rock. ext to my 
Lord Jeſus, and nis Hnen Kirk, YE Have ide e 


are of my 
round al io 2 iy Jo. ye ae Elle We PEE the tears, care, 


fear; d daily ati Op b Ol priſone r of -briſt,, AsI 
am in Us for a b and ſofty Ore,” CA: raya) 9 princely 
Maſter; my Lord" feſt f ſo Para in bo foe: 1 ſhould 
have ſteeped is ny Warm neſt;an@ Ke dete wort din my arms, 
and the. cords of my tabernacle d aye bean aſtened more 
ſtrongly, Liight have fung an eva; el of cafe 


o my, oul and you 
for a time, with my brethren, the fons of N my mother, that were 


angry at mie, and hv thruſt me out of the rat if I ſhould 
have been brake, and drawn off to mire 70u the Lord's flock, 
and to cauſe ydu eit pätröres trodden pon with men's feet, and 
to drink foul anil:.mutdy Waters: but trul the Almjghty Was a 
terror to me, and Ris fk made te afraid. Omy Lord, Judge if 
my miniſtry: be not tet to ie, er not tete kr, many degrees 
as Chriſt Jeſub my Lord? God l een the heav vy pd fad Sab- 
baths I have had; Nee Plaid WoW) my Matt Js I feet my two 
ſhepherd's ſtaves, I Habe betu bftew fäpinng, As At is is WI. ten, Lam. 
li. 52, 53. My ence chaſe mo "for lit" id, chi thout cauſe : 
they fate cut off "iy un e draft a id upon me © 
for, next to race Rid but bn Joh, the ab bebe be eve. of my 
delights, topreach Cy Eordlandthey av cler plucked 
that away from me, aul it wast&inelike Aa oer man's one eye, 
and they have put out that eye, and quenched my light! in the in- 
heritance of the Lord; but my eye is toward the Lord. I know I 
ſhall fee the lalvation 0: God, „And that my hope ſhall not always 


be 
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be forgotten. And my ſorrow ſhall want nothing to compleat it, 
and to N me fay, What avaiſeth it me to live? If ye follow 
the voice ot à ſtranger,” of one that cometh into the theep fold 
not by Chrilt the door, but climbeth up another way. If the 
man build H hay and ſtubble upon the golden foundation, Chriſt 
Jeſus, already lai among you, and ye follow him, F aſſure you, 
the mans work Hall burn, and never bide Goc's fire} and ye and 
he ſhall both be in danger of everlaſting burning, except ve re- 
O if any ain, any forrow, any loſs that Lean ſuffer for 
Suri, and for you, were laid in 9 8 to bu CH riſt's love to 
you, and that I could lay my deareſt joys nent to Chriſt my 
Lord in the gap, betwixt you and etefnał deſtruction ? O if f 
bad paper : as broad as elit and earth, and ink as the ſen, and 
all the rivèrs and Dye of the earth, and were able to write 
the love, the worth , the excellency the ſweetnefs; and=due 
praiſes of our deareſt Ind faireft Well-beloved : and then if you 
could read and underftagd Wh} hat could 1 want, if my mini- 
ſtry : among you ſhould: mak A marriage between rhe little bride 
in that Bounds; A cb 7 om? O how rich a priſober 
were I, if! could bfai of 'm Lor# {before whom I ſtand for 
you) | the tafvatjon of yorw MT O ht à prey bad I gotten, to 
have v0 | catche A Ohr. hy 1 O chen bad Faſt out my 
Lord's lines TH bis ner 1 rich Sin n en, Well wared 
pained 8 Mr 9925 ay 7415 d sd, in' fpealeing early 
and late f eit is above 5 our Heaven would be 
two, Ses 1 5 at e 9 of eo two ſalvations 
to cies a fa 5 WR . Ad bed fiſting of my hea- 


dane a ndr ears, ( h #4 Gods 566d. pez. 
fure 10 oy Rae 0 per lodging, GG Fatlier's hoult, 
before takes. Jae eaten aul elt 5gainft you! 1 
Hike it LAT 18 in the hands bf nat fun ant ay Flight that be- 

held 8 US, A ap inlet tp of bil ipber” ay that Kiel, 
if I are of N 1. Conktict"sf e elch 3 vou and 
Chriſt, "iff lt hdr with 8 the rulegrobm and you; 
and 1088 60 ſcience did bi Ar youwitnels, your moirths' confeſſed, 
that ch TT y fat Airy ſtes and meetings drawn on be- 

I 


twixt Cl ft aud you bee e feats, amdkother occaſiom 


ene 


AK was Se l 8 excellency, — N pode A; 
and eternity and glory ois kingdom, the exceeding deepneſs of 
his love, who ſought his black wife through pain, fires, ſhame, 
death and the grave, and ſwimmed the ſalt ſea for her, undergoing 
the curſe of the law, and then was niade à curſe for you; and 
ye then conſented and faid; Even ſo I take Hin. © I counfet you, 


beware of the new and ſtrange leaven of men's inventions, beſide 
and 
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and againſt the, word of God, contrair to the oath of this kirk, 
now coming among. you.: I inſtructed you of the ſuperſtition and, | 
idolatry of kneeling in the inſtant of receiving the Lord's ſupper, 
and crofling.in baptiſm, and the obſerving, mens days, without 
any warrant of Chriſt our perfect lawgiver : countenance not the 
{urplice, the attire, of the maſs»prieft, the garment of Baa]'s priefts; 
the abominable bowing to altars of trees is coming upon you 3 
hate, and keep yourſelves from idols: forbęat in any caſe to hear 
the reading of the new. fatherleſs ſervice book, ok, Fall of groſs he- 
reſies, popiſhrand ſuperſtitious errors, without any warrant of 
Chriſt, tending ta the overthrow of preaching : you owe no o- 
bedience to the baſtard canons, they are unlawful, blaſphemous 
and ſuperſtitious z. all ceremonies that lie in Andichrilts foul 
womb, the wares of that great mother of fornications, the 
kirk of Rome, are to be refuſed ;_ ye ſee whither they lead you : 
continue {till n the doctrine which ye have. received: ye heard 
of me the whole. counſel of God, fon no clouts upon Chriſt's 
robe; take Chriſt in, hls. r $ and | loff: les, and as perſecuted by 
men, and be content to fi — 9 and pant up the mountain, with 
Chriſt's, croſs. on Faur.beck.;. C V rep uted. A falle prophet 
(and your ranſrignce gnte daid the; Centt Ne gur Lord Jeſus 
{hall not ang. by vou, and Fe vou, and maintain your 
cauſe againſt i I have, heard (and wy ſoul is griev- 
d for it) that Gnce my; depart re rom you, many among you 
are turned back from the good old way, to the dogs vomit a- 
gain ;, let me ſpeak to the le | en. : 1 It . not h bait God's 
ſpecial direction, that the ence that K 15 mbuth ut- 
tered $6 you was that 707 la pp 255 ſus ſaid, 
For judgment came Flaig 4 e Tl tt te th Tee not 
might ſee, ace hich lec u ni ht. made bly Ly It is poſ- 


ſible, my firſt, 1 ve. af both ftand 
before the; Agde lugar i; 9055 world 4. and i in t by name * 
« horſty pf, the So „my en King a0 Maſter, I 

write, by theſe SUPT ws, e 40 61 pele men, Larxeſt their 
ſouls and. bodies to the da; of our com earance; their eternal 
damnation g ubſcrived, and ſealed in heaven, the hand 
writing ofthe, great judge of quick and. dead; ind | am ready 
to ſtand up, 27 257 reac ing witneſs againſt fuc to their face, 
that day, aud to fay amen to their. cendemnation, except they 
repent. The venggance, of the goſpel 1: 1s heavier than the vengeance 
of the law z the Mediator“ O mal: iftion and vengeance is twice 
vengeance, and that . vengeance. 18 the the due portion of ſuch 
men; and th there 1 leave then. as bound men, ay, and while 
they repent and amend. You were witnefles how the Lord's 
Jay was ſpent while I was among you: O ſacrilegious robber of 
God's 9 what wilt thou anſwer the Almighty, when he ſ-ek- 


A eth 
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eth fo many ſabbaths back again from thee ? "What will the 
curſer, ſwearer, and blaſphemer do, when his tongue tall be 
roaſted in that broad and burning lake of fire and brimſtone? 
and what will the drunkard do when tongue, lights, and liver, 
bones and all, ſhall boil and fry it: a tortaring fire ? for he thall 
be far from his barrels of ſtrong drink then, apd there is not a 
cold wellof water for him in hel, "What alt be the caſe of 
the wretch, the covetous mant, the o ppreſſor, the decelver, the 
the earth-Worm, Who can never ger ka: AH full of clay, when, 
in the day of Chriſt, gold and (Mver” muſt ly burnt in aſhes, and 
he muſt compear- and anfwer his judge, and quit his cſayey and 
naughty heaven? Wo, wo, for evermore, be to the time turn 
ing Atheiſt, that hath one Cod and one religion for ſummer, 
and another God and another religion for winter, and the day 
of tanning, wher Chriſt fanneth all that is in his barn floor: 
who hath a conſcience for every fair and market, and the foul 
of him runneth upon theſe oiled wheels, time, cuſtom, the 
world, and command of men: Of the careleſs Atheiſt, and 
fleeping man; who edgeth | by all; (with, God forgive our paſ- 
tors if they lead us wrong; we reſt d0 28 they command) ard 
layeth down this head upon nme boſom, and ieeth his conſei- 
ence to a deputy, and ſleepeth ſo while the moke of hel-tire 
flee up in his throat, and cauſe him ſtart ont of his doketul bed f 
O it ſuch a man would awake. Many . oes are for th ver- d- 
ed and gold plaiftered hypocrite.” "Atkeavy dog it is tor the liar 
and white-tongued Baterer and ö the Hine ock of God's fear- 
ful vengeance, twenty chbic' long, ard ten Cibits broad, that 
goeth out from the face of God, ſhall enter mty the honk, 27 
in uporr the ſoul of him that ſtealeth and TwWedrerlt Fatfery'b N 
God's name, Zech. v. 2, 3. I denon etertial ürting, hot- 
ter than Sodom's flames, upon! tlie men that do Jin Filed? luſts 
of fornication, adultery, iticeſt; and the lee 1cked; e 
room, no, nat à foot broad for ſuch vile. dogs lt ti 4325 heal 
Jerufafem. of you wy of ob with this, * 364 forgive us 
we know Co behedatts Freter! my olds anfwer. 2 Theff 0 The fudge 
is coming © m N With all His hug ty angels, to ren- 
en perle anke to all thoſe that knbw not God ba believe not.” 
1 bave often told you, Fecurity will lay you't all men ſay they 
bave faith, as many metfand' w6men' Nr. man 4 fits in 
heaven: and all believe (fay 63) &ory | fouras Fs & EF enou gh, 
and good enough for the cle afid new Jerifs i above. Foe? 
ry man hath | converſion and theſnew birth; "Bat it is nok leet 
come; they had never a ſick night for Ane eotirerſſon came to 
them in ia night dream: in à Word, hell will be em pty at the 
dav of judgment, and heaven panged full! Alas! it is neither 
eaty nor ordinary to believe and to be ſaved: many muſt ſtand 


ab 
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and pure 2000, it. will not 
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at the end im heaxren's gates; when they go to talks. ont- their 
faith, they, take out a fair nothing, (or as ye uſed to ſpeak) a 
bleſlume: O lamentable diſappointment l I pray you, I charge 
you, in the 1 name of. Chriſt, make faſt work of Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion. I know thers, are ſome belieyers among; you, and L write 
to you, O poor, roken-hearted. believers: , all, the comforts: of 
Chriſt in the Old and New Teſtament are ygurs. O hat a fa- 
ther and huſh and you have, O if I had pen and ink, and engine 
to write of hug! Let hear and earth; be, conſolidate in maify 
igh the thoulandth(pant,of Chriſt's 
love to a ou, cen ta mea poor priſoner ; that is a maſſy 
and mary «llous love! ! Men and, angels, unte your force and 
ſtrength in eng, ye ſhall not heaye nor poiſe jt off, the ena 
ten thouſand 0 -orlds,. as many war Ids as angels can number, and 
then as a h.] world of angels gan multiply, would not all: be 
the baulk. of a balance to weigh Chriſt's excelency , {weetneſs 
and love: put ten earths in one, and let ag toſe grow; greater 
than ten. hole carths, or ten worlds, Q what a beauty would 
be in it, aud, pg a ſmell. would it caſt ; but, a blaſt,pt the 
breath of that faireſt roſe.in all God's, paradiſe, even of; Chritt 
Jeſus our Lord, one lock f zhat faireſt face.yould bejafinitely,, : 
in beauty and.{mell,, above all imaginable and created; glory. 
wonder ee do, bidę off, Ohniſt. ILwonld eſten wege 
blen ed, if I could make. an, open proclamatians and gather: all 
the work, that, ape living; upon, the, earth. Jew.and Gentile, 
aud ell that; Salk be born to. he blau ing of the, haſt zrumpet, 
to Hock, round, about Chriſt, and to ſtand logbing, wondering, 
admiring, and ing his zauty and {weetnels;, for; his! fire 
is hotter, than AF, euer fare, his love, ſwerter, than; common 
love, his cee Fa h all other auty, Whend.am beavy 
coke moe . meikle Nerds good, 
Oi 991d. fall; in. love, With him ! , How, blefied, were: l? 
Hoot i] Sy would, my.foul be;ta;hglp you to, love;him ? But a- 
mongſt uy Ae 7 not love him enough z be is t Son of 
the Lather $ love, and God's dug e the. Fat her's Joye ligth all 
upon him, Q, if all mankiad would, fetch all their love, and lay 
it upon, hits ; Javite him, and. take him home to yguf. houſes, 


in the, exergiſe of prayer, .marging and evenſng, af L olten de- 


fired YOU 5, eſpecial IV nw, Jer bhimnet want lodging in your 


houſes, "nor ly in the fields, when he,is mut gut of pulpits and 


kicks. If, ye will be content co take heaven: by, violence, aud 
the wind on your fage,, fox Ahriſt and Nea roſs. Jam here one 


who have. low. tria) of. Chriſt's croſs; Lan ſay, that Cbriſt was 


ever kind to mne, but he,overgometh, himſelf (if Lmay ſpeak (0) 

in kindneſs, while J ſuffer: for. hims I give FOY md d tor n, 

Chrat's robe is not ſo vil as they call it; it ie hegt, ht. a 1 
42 comtortabh 
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comfottatileꝰ? 1 would not waht the viſitations'Vf1dve; and the 
very breathihgs vi Chrhós mouth when he kiſſeth and ft» Lord's 
delightſdme Files and Jovezembracemetite;! under ufy futter. 
ings for Ei, Fr: 2 Houtrevin of tine $6145 nor for alt the ho, 
nours, cöbrtz and grüiftlelir ef vetver kirk men; Chriſt hath 


dhe ve apt Meade GF Y tov} m any Baoved'sy and my 


Well deloveg Lig Annes, Othatlys were HII mandtfattened ta 
Chriſt F"On#dary beloved inthe Lord; MI would 1 could 
change my voiee; and Had & rot wp tuned withithe hant of tny 

Chriſt, th a1 tight paim 


Lord, and tad the art Uf fpeakin 
out unt6 you the worthy and higknefs; and gieuine is and ex, 
cellency of that faireſt and renowned Bridegroom h beſeech 
vou by the 'thercie of the Lord, by the ſiglis, tedrs, ct Hbart's 
blood of our Lord Jeſus, by the ſalvation of your pavriand pre- 
cious ſouls, ſetup themoyntain,, that. Ac and Lmay czect, before 
the Lamb's throne, amongſt the congregation of the firſt born, 
Lord; kran gb at, that may be the tryſting place,” kl at ye and'l 
+ & AT ALES STAND ERNEST TS. FS DAG SM 

may put up okr hands ha and pluck, and eat the apples 
= may feat together, and drink go: 

ther of that pure tier of the rater of life, that camethroutifrgn 
under the tone of Cod, and fromthe: Lamb. Ohow little 
is your hand-breatthianddſpaidenpthrof days here IVY onridth 
of time 13486 than When ye and F parted : eternity, eternity 1s 
coming; ipofting on wittowihnzsy then afl every man's blacks 
and whites de brought tolighty!. Ohowlight wild your thoughts 
be of this fair ſeilnned but Redet !rotrentappley'ithe vang win, 
tecklefs' world, hen thee worn Halt mare then Helles iniyodr 
eye holes, and ſhalb eat off ehe/fheth from the batboFiyourchecks, 
and thal-makethat body a:nunybery of dry bdhes!2? Phink not 
the common g#te of: ſerving Gd, xs neiglibourvand others do, 
wiil bring you to heaven! fe. frw ate ſaved: 3 theuevillycourt 
is thick-an4-mitnyy he hath the preatefe mombanof mankind 
for his vaſſals. F knou this wortd is a. great foreſt! of tharnugin 
vour way tu heaven; böte yu, muſt through At © acyuaintyonr- 
telves witir the Lord, hald) faſt Chriſt, heur his voice only, 
bleſs his name, if and keep this day; kp the ne- eom- 
mandmenty Lo env unpttiery let the holy Spirit dell In 
your bodies, mul be eiein ,andotwly; love not the work; lie 
not, love and fodtow! truth p learnio know God 3dkeep!in mind 
what I taught you; for Godiwit feet an acedum oft, when I 
am far from you! abſtain from all evil, and allfhipgeatance af e- 
vil; follow gobd:barefully; und ſecł peate, and follow after it; 
honour your k ng and pray: for him ; remembered Godin 
your prayers, Ido not forget you. '1:tpld: you often; white I 
was with you, and now 1, write it again, Henry ſad: and! fote, 
„ inat trek of the Lord's wrath that is coming upon Scotland : 
| WO, 
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wo, wo, Wo49his.harlot land; for they ſhall take. thę cup of 
Gow's' Wrath: from hig hand, and drink, aud ſpue, and fall, and 
not rife again n, in, in with ſpeed, to your ſtrong ho 1 Je 
priſoners of hope, and hide ve therg, While che anger of the 
Lord pals7> follow not the paſtors of this land, for, the tun is 
one, down; upon chem; as the Lard liyeth, they lead you from 
hriſt, and trem che gapd-old. Way yet the Lord will keep 
the holy city,nd make this; withered kirk to, hud again, like 2 
roſe; and 4 f bleſſgd of the. Lord. The, grace of, the Lord 
Jeſus Cbriſt be with:;you a The prayers and bleſſings of a 
pritoner of Chriſt, in bonds far him, and for you, be with you 
all. Amen nοοννιοοο Denwronet boo Rist Jad t, ns 
| Aberdeen, July hai: it 1:11 vd ,b1 Your lawful. and loving , 2\ 
16377 OY io (i 0.Invibl $11-y9 l paſters TLQg \ Þ S, R. 
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* To the Honourable: 1 776 and ell:beIoued Profeſſors of 
FS | rng 8 J ol 3 l 12 10 


| in Sincerity, in TRELAND: 
111 f 19e il .o QU 0 


CS : 52 : 4 Qu inen 
| Farly beloved in our bord and partakers of the heavenly 
II calisge Grace, merry and peace be to you, from God our 
Father, adi fromobroLord Jeſbs, Chriſt): IL always, but, moſt, of 
all now in my» bonds, (moſt ſweet; bonds for: Chriſt any Lord) 
rcjoice-to hein your faith and love, and te hear; that, our 
King, our MWell-belbvad, our Bridegroom, without tiring, ſtay- 
eth {tilt to wobvyoryi as his (wife: and that perſecutions, and 
mockingy of ſi ners have pot chaſed: away the Ver from the 
houſe, I per ſuade:vuu in the Lord, the men of God. now ſcat- 
tered! and driven from you put you upon the right ſcent and 
purſuit af Chriſt ; and my ſalvation an it, (if ten heavens were 
mine) if this way;ithiway that I now ſuffer for, this. way that 
the world niaknamethi and reproacheth, and nofqther way, be 
not the King's gate to heaven; and. hall never ſee God's face, 
(and, alas, L were a. beguiled hyretch, if it wers ſo!) If this he not 
the only ſaving way tocheaven..:Quthatyou would take a priſoner 
ot Chriſt's wofd for lit. ax RH] a have the greateſt King's 
word. for iti thatit ſhall nat he dur wiſdam to pier out ano- 
ther Chriſt, another way-of werſhipping him, than is now ſav- 
ingly revealed to you. Fhetefare, though U never ſaw your fa- 
es, let me be pardoned to write ſto om ye honounable perſons, 
ve faithful paſtors yet amomgſt eie floeks, and ye ſincere pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtitꝭ truth, or tinyrweak;. tired ſtrayers, who caſt 
but half an eye after the; Bridegroog (if poſſibly I could; by a- 
ny weak experieuce, con fir miand ſtrengt hen you in this good way, 
every Wherr ſpaken againſt} can With the greateſt aſſurance 
(to the honbur af our higheſt, and greateſt, and deareſt Lord, 
let it be ſpoken) aſſert (thavgh 1 be but a child in Chriſt, and 
ſcarce 
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ſcarce able to walk, but by a hold, and the meaneſt, and leſg 
than the leaſt of ſaints) that we do not come nigh by twenty. de. 
grees, to the due love and eftimation of that faireſt amongſt: the 
ſons of men; for if it were poffible that heaven, yea, ten hei- 
vens, were laid in the balance with Chritt, I would think the 
ſmell of his breath above them all: fore 1 any; be is the far belt 
half of heaven; yea; lie is Al hesven, and more than "all hea. 

ven: and my te imony of h im is, that ten liyes” 'of black. 0 
row, ten deaths, ten hells of pain, ten furnaces of brir mſtone, 
and all exquifite'tormetits,” Wife be. = for Chrj n if our 
ſuffering wodi be 2 rd te buy hi id therefore Fink po in 
your ſufferings anthetiedofor ih -” 1 proclaim and cry hell, 


ſorrow, arid ſhame upon all luſts, upon all by- -lovers, "th; 6 l 
take Chriſt's room dver his head, in this little! inch 0 105 


theſe narrow Totits of ours, that is due to ſweeteſt eſus. ( 
higheſt, O faireſt, 'O-deareft' Lord Jeſus, take thine own from 
all baſtard lovers. O that we, could e and fell all our, part 
of time*s glory, and time's good' things, or a Teaſe and tack of 


Chriſt for all' eternity 1. 8 How are We miſle ed al and inired_ with 


the love of things AE are on this ide of iche, Th A this fide of 
death's' _ Where can * 5 88 15 brit, e 808 an e. 
qual, or à ter than aAmông crédted thi hf 
Lin is out of all ee? and a lobe Ho 1 g e 
that 1 ebdld fell my * joy, 4 0 90 all or, 151 8 
be content of A ftraw Anu 145 ht, anc nd Vac 
meaſure, in the camp df Suk Weeping ( Uriſt Fl 1465 0 DN 


cloth and afhies Ae pate ch n tue fo ed e 3 $ like 
the crackling of thortis under a pot. By t'a 15 00 Har- 
his 1 


den o faces againſt tie cf H eee i 
Chriſt's fair ties; we love Welb't wier rel an," ndtc to 65 AP 


which fin"hath'th ma ade'ns, even A Rim Nis 15 5 if Neo Te 


made of white" paper, and Would fain 5 2 11 un PD 
cloſe covered chariot, wiſhin tom! our 1 that f 0 Gal 


give us ſurety, and his Hand-Writ, „ag d s [eal, Or not hin byt 
a fair ſummiér, until we be la yded th At Heaven IN Bares; 1 5 


many of us have been = feceived, © ed "fainted 1 q the'y day o of 
trial? amonpft you there re ome ph rs "mp np 1 


ry if my acqdaintance A. . A Teft You; lt 08 855 he 
dare ſtay from Chriſt's fie. T delt ta you | 1 15 this 


from me'; for 'Toved*Mim on 1 in rilt, wt er can in 19 


my mind ſuddeny of 15 Far ct (ON h if, that 85. 8 

you, and too many Alo tet $hb Zur c 95 h of 5 
have been like a 6 lid me 18 Aas and knoweth not 
his holding while hib rip gel 050 : and now I I: aj. perfuß⸗ 
ded, it will be afked' at 15 bd Ta 670 Go whit ferns, we book 
Chriſt: for we have ſitten long meal. 1 we folnd Ol wilt, vi ith- 
out 2a wet foot; and he, an] his gorp2! „ ae up, Hu fmall chars 


Fa 
, * 
I 


ove, of 


/o 


d I 
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ges to our 199515 iy but. now. we mu wet bur feet. to ſeek him : 
OUT evil mann 1,9 the. bad faſhions. of a people at eaſe from 
our youth, p36 j ke 1 oab, not caſten, from, veſſel to veſſel, Jer. 
xlvili. 11. Ki ich made Fi Tike e waters, to gather a foul 
ſcum, and when we, re jumbled our dregs come up, and are 
ſcen : many take but hal a gripe e oh; 1110 and, the wind blow- 
eth them and Chrilt Alpder 3 3 riod oP the maſt i is broken 
and blown in, the Tea, Ie art the the Wim upon Chriſt to 
dry land : it 3s, even pofſi t IPs e Wen of Godin a hard 
trial, lay theniſelves, 40 hidden. in allęe fide. of a buſh, 
while Chrilt their r Mater be fn as Peter did ; and lurk there, 
while the ſtorm b )e overpaſt.:. a us know the way to a whole 
kin; an ie ünglec heart. Sth 15 jath a by- purſe that will con- 
tain the dn al of 'hrift, and a fearful backſliding. O how 
rare a thi tg 15 ix, to. © loyal and honeſt to Chriſt, when he hath 
a controverſy. Wi th the 1 of 705 earth. I wiſh all of you 
would 'conhider that this trial Chriſt, it is come ypon 
you unbought, 1% 12 5 "bore e eh. our own 
Money, No, 2 vel LR ben 155 ly free of it, and that God 
be not at ad elbow 105 5 it 0 nd 3) this is, Chriſt's or- 
dinary h ale. te þat he. 795 oe © to try all the veſſels of 
his hon e withia al bo, and d. Cbrilf now, js a Pak, to bring his treaſure 
out b fore, un, and 1 to tell his moneꝝ, and in the tel- 
ing to try d 15 at wel 0 Sich, 1 * is weight of watered 


copper i is an N Kk, or bow, or yield to 
your adyerfar tes ip hz , and his truth will not 
divide 3 An his tr + 15 if Nox | ſe and breadth; that 7e 
may take ſome. Ang. ave other ſome of it; nay, the goſ- 
pel | iS like e nat bath. e en and will not cleave 
in two: It E 8 not; | Ou 5 to twiſt 1121 ompound 2a matter be- 
twixt  Cliriſt 1 Ar nt} 65 t4,32N9, the bee ye. muſt. either be 


for Chriſt t VAR THF 


8 


: 
&..4 


It pt ut man's wit, 


and the he wit © 11109 heir ah -father the] Pope (that man with- 
out law to. put: "Ti t, and 15 Br en royal, and his truth, 
or the wet t af al -breadr 0 AW e en „ in the new . 
dar of ind rene, 51 lank of unanked paper, 
in Chriſt 8 te ae ane, 00 6 je pam and to. {ſhuffle the 
ruth, an mM tiers they 8 w..other ; and 


ſpin both t together, | 
This i 1s but 1 0 oy 15 n 


ences arent g ſo, an 
1 1 
400 Ah ihs | 


Mage, grea 


ic 9 5 waxes mayfſell the better. 
ream of men, Whoſe conſci- 
Ac FRO Phat a graven 
OL 
paſſage 1010 1 * N 1 


-dqor, would get free 

1 1] bring all out in our 

blacks ang whi 7p that day,..wh en be {hall cry down time, 
and the world, ang Gig the glory of it ſhall ly in white aſhes, 
like a May flower cut down and having loſt the bloſſom, there 
Malt he few, yen none, that dare make any point, that touch- 


eth 
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eth the worſhip and honour of our King and Law-giver, to be 
indifferent. O that this miſled and blindfolded world would 
Fc, that Chriſt doth not riſe and fall, ſtand or ly, by men's 
apprehenſions ! What is Chriſt the lighter, that men do with 
him by open proclamation, as men 4 with clipped and light 
money? they are now crying down Chriſt ſome grain weights, 
and ſome pounds or ſhillings, and they will have him ly for x 
penny or a pound, for one, or att hundred, according as the 
wind bloweth from the eaſt or from the weſt ; but the Lord bath 
weighed him, and balanced him already; This is my beloved 
Son, in whom Jam well pleaſed, hear ye him ; his worth and his 
weight ſtandeth ſtill. It is our part to cry, Up, up with Chriſt, 
and down, down with all created glory before him. O that i 
could heighten him, and heighten his name, and. heighten his 
throne ! I know, and am perſuaded, that Chrift ſhall again be 
high, and great in this poor s withered, and ſun-burnt kirk of 
par 


Scotland ; and that the of our fire ſhall flee over ſea, and 
round about, to warm you and other ſiſter churches ; and that 
this tabernacle of David's houſe that is fallen, even the Son of 
David, his waſte places ſhall be built again ; and I know the 
priſon, croſſes, perſecutions, and trials of the two flain witnel. 
ſes, that are now dead and buried, Rev. ix. and of the faithful 
profeſſors, have a back-door and back-entry of eſcape ; und that 
death and hell, and the world, and tortures, ſhall all cleave 
and ſplit in twain, and give us free paſſage and fiberty to go 
chrough them toll-free z and we ſhall bring all God's good metal 
out of the furnace again, and leave behind us but our droſs, and 
our ſcum; we may then before hand proclaim Chriſt to be vic- 
torious. He is crowned King in Mount Zion; God did put the 
crown on his head, Pal. ii. and who dare take it off again? 
Out of queſtion, he hath ſore and grievous quarrels againft his 
church: and therefore he is called, Iſa. xxxi. g. He whoſe fire it 
in Zion, and whoſe furnace is in Jeruſalem, But when he hathper- 
formed his work on Mount Zion, all Zion's hatersſhaMll be as the 
hungry and thirſty man that dreams he is eating and drinking, 
and behold when he awakeneth, he is faint, and his ſoul empty: 
and this advantage we have alfo, that he will not bring before 
ſun and moon all the infirmities of his wife; ſt is the modeſty 
of marriage-anger, or huſband-wrath, that our ſweet Lord Je- 
ſus will not come with chiding to the ſtreets, to let all the world 
hear what is betwixt him and us; his ſweet glooms ſtay under 
roof, and that becauſe he is God. Two ſpecial things ye are to 
mind: 1, Try and make ſure your profeſſion ; that ye carry not 
empty lamps: alas, ſecurity, ſecurity is the bane and the wreck 
of the moſt part of the world! Oh, how many profeſſors go 
with a golden luſtre, and gold-like before men (who are but 
witneſſes to our white ſkin) and yet are but baſtard and A 

| metal 
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metal Conſider howfair-hefore the, wind fome Uo ply with up 
ſails and white, even tothe nick of illuminatians, Hab. vi. 5. 
And the tal ing 'of thaheaventy gift gant a ſlinte und part of: the Holy 
Ghoſt; and tat ing of the: gend cord o Cid, and ne porucrs Us the . 
wor{d to comes andi yet this is but a fallenick ot renovation, 
aud an: a ſhort gime ſuch are quickly, broken” the rocks, 
and never fetehthe harbour, hut, are ſtranded.in the bottom of _ 
hell. .O mekeyonr. heaven lure, and try, how. Je, come by CON = 
verſion'3-4tHatdt he: not ſtolen goods, in a ite, and well Juſter- 
ed profe ſſion qi Awhite ſkin, over od wounds maketl an under- 
coating conſcience: falſe, under water not ſeen. is dangerous, and 
that is a leak andefift in the bottom of ah enligh ened. Wea 
ence, often fahling, and ſinning- aga nſt leht. Wo, wo.js me, 
that the holy proſeſſion of Chriſt. is made a ſtage garment by | 
many to bring homela vain fame; and Chriſt. is Malle“ to ſerve 
mens encls: this. ãsg as ãt were to ſtop an ven with a kings robes. 
Know, 2. Except men marty rand. ſlay. the. body, of ſin in 
ſanctitiedslelf-denial, they; thatl,never, be, Chriſ's martyrs and 
faithfub wikneſſes. Omni 1 could. be.maſter,, ot, that bouſe e idol, 
myſett;omy owns mineg amy; own! willy, wit, credit, and eaſe! 
How bieſſed were LO but wethave. need to be be redeemed from 
ourfclues,» rathet,thangfrouuthe devil andl t the, world L Learn to 
nt eut-pou; tebugts and-to-putin-Ghril}. for yourſelves + L thoull 
een ſwrekibartering and niffering. ang give. old for- new, if 
coutd ſtrufffe out.g/elf,/and ſubſtitute. @hgiit my Lord in place 


4 —— Not 1, put Christ; not. my will, but. Chriſt 83 


not my enen t,t m luſt, not my iecklels. credit, but Christ, | 
Chriſta) But alag lein leaving 0! urſelves, in, ſetting Chri riſt before. 
our idoꝶ Act), Wr hapey et a daibe bac look to our old idol. 
O wretc hd Worm Halt |. when {hi 11 fee-the wholly, decburt- 
ed, and: Chi Mhollx put in "a: rag | ? Qt Chriſt, Chriſt had 
the-fu{18 Gomo fapylelt! | that all my. aims, purpoſes, 
thoughtschnd defies, would caſt and land pon ' Chriſt, and 
uon nryſeli Hand. how heit we cann ot Atty ain tothe . of we” 
and minety that, we can N Lemper my ſelk, my felt is not my- 
ſelf, mine πνν n longer, e m et our aiming at this 
In-211-we:dartball hes accepted r, Jy Ng think { an die; 
but minting and Le a Chews, J it not. gur comfort, | 
that Chriſt theiMedistgr o e is come betvixt 
us and God ip the buſineſs; wen aud youn Fer s, the 
ike of ſinnerss have now. 24186 hat, is is. G God? An LESS Go 
be thanked out) ſalvation is bott med on. Crit Tyre Tam, the 
bottom ſball never fall ont of heaven» and happig fo us, I 
would give Ovgrytbe bargain-a thouſand times, were it not that 
Chriſt his free grgee hath taken our Eads in hand. Pray, 
pray, and rr 0 for your biter church; for it 

wag? +4. Would 
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would appear, the Lord is about to aſk for his ſcattered ſheey, 
in the dark and cloudy day. O that it would pleaſe our Lord 
to ſet up again David's old waſted and fallen tabernacle in Scot. 
land, that we might ſee the glory of the ſecond temple in this 
and. O that my little heaven were wadfet, to redeem the hon. 
our of my Lord Jeſus among Jews and Gentiles. Let never 
dew ly upon my branches, and let my poor flower wither at the 
root, ſo be Chriſt were ent] roned, and his glory advanced 
in all the world, and eſpecially in theſe three kingdoms : but 
know he hath no need cf me; what can I add to him? but oh 
that he would caufe his high and pure glory run through ſuch x 
foul channel as I am! and howbeit he hath cauſed the bloſſom 
fall off my poor one joy, that was on this fide of heaven, even my 
liberty to preach Chriſt to his people, yet I am dead to that 
now, ſo being he would kew and carve glory, glory for ever. 
more, to my royal King, out of my filence and ſufferings. Oh 
that I had my fill of his love: but I know ill manners make an 
uncouth and ſtrange bridegroom. I intreat you earneſtly for 
the aid of your prayers, for I forget not you; and I ſalute with 
my ſoul in Chriſt the faith ful paſtors, and honourable and wor- 
thy profeſſors in that land. Now the God of peace, that brought 
again our Lord Jeſus from the dead, the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, by the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you per- 
fect in every good work, to do his will; working in vou that 
which is well pleaſing in his ſight. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, Feb. 4. Yours in his 225 te Lord Fell "4 
1638, S. R. 


F A DCC . 


4. To the truly noble and ele? Lady, my Lady VISCOUN- 
T E8S8S of KENMURE. 


Neble and ele Lady, | 
HAT honour that I have prayed for theſe fixteen yews, 
with ſubmiſſion to my Lord's will, my kind Lord hath 
now beſtowed u pon me , even to ſuffer for my royal and prince- 
ly King Jeſus, and for his kingly crown, and the freedom of 
his kingdom that his Father hath given him. The forbidden 


lords have ſentenced me with deprivation, and confinement 


within the town of Aberdeen, I am charged in the king's name, 
to enter againſt the 20th of Auguſt next, and there to remain 
during the king's pleaſure, as they have given it out. Howbeit 
Chriſt's green croſs, newly laid npon me, be ſomewhat heavy, 
white I call to mind the many fair days, ſweet and comfortable 
to my ſoul, and to the ſouls of many others, and how young 
(hes in Chriſt are plucked from the breaſt, and the inheritance 
on God laid waſte z yet that ſweet-ſmelled and perfumed crols 


{es 
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ſes of a King, with the joy of the holy Ghoſt, with faith that 
the Lord bears the ſighing of a prifoner, with undoubted hope, 
(as ſure as my Lord liveth) after this night to ſee day-light, and 
Chriſt's ſky clear up again upon me, and his poor kirk, and 
that in a ſtrange land, amongſt ſtrange faces: he will give ta- 
vour in the eyes of men to his poor oppreſſed ſervant, who dow 
not but love that lovely one, that princely one, Jeſus the com- 
er WT forter of his foul. All would be well, if I were free of old chal- 
he lenges for guiltineſs, and for neglect in my calling, and for ſpea- 
ed king too little for my Well-beloved's crown, honour, and king- 
I WH dom Oh for a day in the aſſembly of the ſaints to advocate 
2h WY for King Jeſus! If my Lord go on now to quarrels alſo, I die, 
2 [cannot endure it: but I look for peace from him; becauſe he 
m knoweth 1 do bear mens feud, but I do not bear his feud. This 
is my only exerciſe, that I fear | have done little good in my mi- 
niſtry : but I dare not but ſay, I loved the bairns of the wedding- 
chamber, and prayed for, and deſired the thriving of the mar- 
riage, and coming of his kingdom. I apprehend no leſs than a 
judgment upon Galloway; and that the Lord ſhall viſit this 
whole nation, for the quarrel of the covenant. But what can 
be laid upon me, or any like of me, is too light for Chriſt ; 
Chriſt dow bear more, and would bear death and burning quick, 
in his weak ſeryants, even for this honourable cauſe, that I vow 
ſuffer for. Jet for all my complaints (and he knoweth that [ 
dare not now diſſemble) he was never ſweeter and kinder than 
he is now; oue kiſs now is ſweeter. than ten long ſince; ſweet, 
ſweet is his croſs; light, light and eaſy is his yoke. O what a 
ſweet ſteꝑ were it up to my Father's houle, thro? ten deaths, for 
the truth and cauſe of that unknown, and ſo not half well loved 
plant 1 renown, the man called the Branch, the chief among 
ten thouſands, the faireſt among the ſons of men | O what un- 
ſeen joys, how many hidden heart-burnings of love are in the 
remnants of the ſufferings of Chriſt ! My dear worthy Lady, I 
give it to your Lady ſhip under my hand, (my heart-writing, as 
well as my hand} welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet, and glori- 
ous croſs of Chriſt 3 welcome ſweet Jeſus, with thy light croſs, 
thou haſt now gained and gotten all my love from me, keep what 
[WF thou haſt gotten. Only, wo, wo is me, for my bereft flock ; 
WH for the. lambs of Jeſus, that I fear (hall be fed with dry breaſts ; 
| but I fpare now. Madam, I dare not promiſe to fee your Lady- 
| 

| 


ſhip, becauſe ofithe little time I have allotted me, and I purpole 
to obey the king; who hath power oyer my body; and rebeilion 
to kings is unbeſeeming Chriſt's miniſters. Be plcated to «c- 
quaint my Lady Mary with my cafe: I will look, your Ladyik:p 
and that good Lady will be mindful to God of the Lord's pri- 
ſoner, not for my cauſe, but for the goſpe!'s ſake. Madam, 
bind me mor if there can be) to your [Jy p ant wrice 


3 2 
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thanks to your brother, my Lord of Lorne, for what he hath 
done for me, a poor unknown ſtranger to his Lordſhip, I ſhall 
pray for him and his houſe, while I live; it is his honour to o. 
pen bis mouth in the ſtreets for his wronged and oppreſſed Mal. 
ter Jeſus Ehriſt. Now, Madam, commending your Ladylhip, 
and the tweet child to the tender mercies of mine own Lord Je- 
lus and his good will who dwelt in the buth ; I reſt 
Edinburgh, July 28, Yours, in his own ſweeteſt 
1636. Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
DDD DDE e 
5 To the Noble and Chriſtian Lady, the VISCOUNT ESS 7 
| KENMURE. | 
My very honourable and dear Ladyſhip, 
Race, mercy and peace be ta you. I cannot forget your 
Lauythip, and that ſweet child, I dehre to hear what 
the Lord is doing to you aud him: to write to me were Chari. 
iy; 1 cannot but write to my friends, that Chriſt hath tryſted 
me in Aberdeen; and my adverſaries have fent me here to be 
teaſted with love banquets, with my royal, high, high, and 
princely King Jeſus. Madam, why thould I ſmother Chriſt's 
honeſty ? I dare not conceal his gogdnels to my ſoul; he looked 
fram'd and uncouth-like upon me, when I came firſt here; but 
I vclieve himſelf beiter than his looks: I ſhall not again quarrel 
Chriſt for a gloom, now he hath taken the maſk off his face, 
ard faith, Kits thy fill; and what can I have more, while I get 
great heaven in my little arms? O how ſweet are the ſufferings 
of Chriſt for Chriit | God forgive them that raiſe an 1il report 
upon the tweet Croſs of Chriit ; it is but our weak and dim 
cyes that lcok but to the black ſide, that makes us miſtake: 
thoſe who can tax that crabbed tree | haudſomely upon their 
back, and faſten it on cann'ily, ſhall find it fuch a burden as 
wings unto a bird, or fails toa ſhip. Madam, rue not of your 
having choſen the better part: upon my falvation, this is 
Chriſt's truth I now ſuffer for; if I found but cold comfort in 
my ſufferings, I would not beguile others, I would have told 
vou plainly ; but the truth is; Chriſt's crown, his ſcepter, and 
the freedom of his kingdom, is that which is now called in 
queſtion: becauſe we will not allow that Chriſt pays tribute, 
and be a vaffal to the ſhields of the earth, therefore the ſons of 
our mother are angry at us. But it becometh not Chritt to 
}old any man's ſtirrup: it were a fweet and honourable death, 
to die for the honour of that royal and princely King Jetus : this 
}@#\c is a myſtery to the world: I would not have believed that 
there was fo much in Chriſt as there is: Come and ſee, maketh 
Chu ut t Y KNOWS n his cxcellency and glory. I will all this 
na- 


nation knew how ſweet his breath is; it is little to ſee Chriſt in a 
book, as men do the world in a card: they talk of Chriſt by 
the book, and the tongue, and no more; but to come nigh 
Chriſt, and hauſſe him, and embrace him, is another thing. 
Madam, I write to your honour, for your encouragement 
in that hanourable profeſſion Chriſt hath honoured you with: 
ye have gotten the ſunny fide of the brae, and the beſt of 
Chriſt's good things; he hath not given you the baſtard's 
portion; and howbeit ye get ſtrokes and ſour looks from your 
Lord, yet believe his love more than your own feeling, for 
this world can take nothing from you that is truly yours; and 
death can do you no wrong: your rock doth not ebb and flow, 
but your ſea: that which Chriſt bath ſaid he will bide by it; he 
will be your tutor; you ſhall not get your charters of heaven 
to play you with; it is good that ye have loſt your credit with 
Chriſt, and that Lord Freewill ſhall not be your tutor ; Chriſt 
will lippen the taking of you to heaven, neither to yourſelf, nor 
any deputy, but only to himſelf; bleſſed be your tutor: when 
your head ſhall appear, your Bridegroom and Lord, your day 
{hall then dawn, and it ſhall never have an afternoon, nor an e- 
vening ſhadow. Let your child be Chriſt's, let him ſtay beſide 
you, as the Lord's pledge, that you ſhall willingly render again, 
if God will. Madam, I find folks here kind to me, but in the 
night, and under their breath ; my maſter's cauſe may not come 
to the crown of the cauſeway z others are kind according to 
their faſhion : many think me a ſtrange man, and my cauſe not 
good; but I care not much for man's thoughts or approbation; 
I think no ſhame of the croſs, 'The preachers of this town 
pretend great love, but the P. have added to therreſt this gen- 
tle cruelty (for ſo they think of it) to diſcharge me of the pul- 
pits of this town, The people murmur, and cry out againſt it; 
and to ſpeak truly (howbeit Chriſt is moſt indulgent to me other- 
wiſe, yet) my ſilence on the Lord's day keeps me from bein 
exalted above meaſure, and from ſtartling in the heat of my 
Lord's love. Some people affect me; for the which caufe, I 
hear the preachers here purpoſe to have my confinement chang- 
ed to another place; ſo cold is northern love: but Chriſt and I 
will bear it. I have wreſtled long with this ſad filence : I faid, 
what aileth Chriſt at my ſervice? and my ſoul hath been at a 
pleading with Chriſt, and at yea and nay: but I will yield to 
him, providing my ſuffering may preach more than my tongue 
did; for I gave not Chriſt an inch, but for twice as good again: 
in a word, I am a fool, and he is God, I will hold my peace 
hereafter, Let me hear from your Ladyſhip, and your dear 
child: pray for a priſoner of Chriſt, who is mindful of your 
Lady(hip. Remember my obliged obedience to my good Lady 
Mur 
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Marr. Grace, grace be with you. I write, and pray bleſſings 

to your ſweet child. * 

Aberdeen, Nov. 22. Tours in all dutiful obedience in 
1636 his only Lord Feſus, 8. R. 


„„ 


6. To the Right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady VIS. 
COUNTESS of KENMURE: 


Madam, | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I received your Lady- 
ſhip's letter, it refreſhed me in my heavineſs: the bleſſing 
and prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt come upon you. Since my 
coming hither, Galloway ſent me not a line, except my bro- 
ther. Earlſtoun and his ſon did write; I cannot get my papers 
tranſported : but, Madam, I want not kindneſs of one who hath 
the gate of it, Chriſt (if he had never done more for me ſince 
I was born) hath engaged my heart, and gained my bleſſing, in 
this houſe of my pilgrimage. It pleaſeth my Well-beloved to 
dine with a poor priſoner, and the Kings ſpikenard caſteth a 
fragrant ſmell : nothing grieveth me but that I eat my feaſts a- 
lone, and that I cannot edify his ſaints: O that this nation 
knew what is hetwixt him and me; none would ſcar at the croſs 
of Chriſt! My ſilence eats. me up; but he bath told me he 
thanketh me no leſs, than if I were, preaching daily; he ſees 
how gladly I would be at it; and therefore my wages are going 
to the fore up in heaven, as if I were ſtill preaching Chriſt. 
Captains pay duly bedfaſt ſoldiers, howbcit they do not march, 
nor carry armour; Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall 
I be glorious in the eyes of my Lord, and my Lord ſhall be my 
ſtrength, Iſa: xlix. 5. my garland. . The baniſhed miniſter, (the 
term of Aberdeen) aſhameth me not; I have ijeen the white 
ſide of Chriſt's croſs; how lovely hath he been to his oppreſſed 
ſervant ? Pſalm cxlvi. 7, 8, 9. The Lord executeth judgment for 
the oppreſſed ; he giveth food to the hungry : the Lord looſeth the pri- 
fener ; the Lord raiſeth them that are bowed dawn : the Lord pre- 
ſerveth the flranger. If it were come to exchanging of crofles I 
would not exchange my croſs with any; I am well pleaſed with 
Chriſt, and he with me; I hope none ſhall hear us. It is true, 
for allthis I get my meat with many ſtrokes, and am ſeven times 
a day up and down, and am often anxious and caſt down for 
the caſe of my oppreſled brother; yet 1 hope the Lord will be 
ſurety for his ſervant. But now, upon ſome weak, very weak, 
experience; I am come to love a rumbling and raging devil beſt; 
ſceing we muſt have a devil to hold the.laints waking, I wiſh 
a cumberſome devil, rather than a ſecure and fleeping one. At 
my firſt coming hither, took the dorts at Chriſt, and took up 
a itmach avert tin; 1 thi he had caſt me over the dyte of 
S 7 


the a like a dry tree; but it was his mercy, I ſee, that 
the fire did not burn the dry tree : and now, as if my Lord Je- 
ſus had done that fault and not I (who belied my Lord) he hath 
made the firſt mends, and he ſpake not one word againſt me; 
but he hath come again, and quickned my ſoul with his pre- 
ſence : nay, now I think the very annuity and caſualities of the 
croſs of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, and theſe comforts that accom- 
pany it, better than the world's ſet rent. O how many rich off- 
fallings are in my King's houſe! I am perſwaded, and dare 
pawn my ſalvation on it, that it is Chrift's truth I now ſuffer for; 
I know his comforts are no dreams ; he would not put his ſeal 
on blank paper, nor deceive his afflicted ones that truſt in him. 
Your Ladyſhip wrote to me, that ye are an ill ſcholar : Madam, 
ye muſt go in at heaven's gates, and your book in your hand, 
fill learning : you have had your large ſhare of troubles, and a 
double portion; but it faith your father counteth you not a baſ- 
tard ; full begotten bairns are nurtured, Heb. xii. I long to hear 
of the child, I write the bleſſings of Chriſt's priſoner and the 


mercies of God to Him: let him be Chriſt's and yours betwixt 


you, but let Chriſt be whole play- maker; let him be the lend- 
er, and ye the borrower, not an owner. Madam, it is not long 
ſince I did wrote to your Ladyfhip that Chriſt is keeping mercy 
for you; and I bide by it ſtill, and now write it under my hand: 
love him dearly ; win in to ſee him ; there is in him, that which 
you never ſaw; he is ay nigh, he is a tree of life, green and 
bloſſoming, both ſummer and winter: there is a nick in Chriſ- 
tianity, to the which whoſoever cometh, they ſee and feel more 
than others can do. I invite you of new to come to him: Come 
and ſee, will ſpeak better things of him, than I can do: come 
nearer will ſay much: God never thought this world a portion 
worthy of you : be would not even you to a gift of dirt and clay : 
nay, he will not give you Eſau's portion; but reſerves the in- 
heritance of Jacob for you : are ye not well married now ? have 
you not a good Huſband now? My heart cannot expreſs what 
ſad nights I have for the virgin daughter of my people: wo is 
me, for our time is coming, Ezek. vii. ro. Bebeld the day, be- 
hold it is come, the morning hath gone forth, the rod hath blefſemed, 
pride hath budded, vislence is riſen up in 4 rod of wickedneſs, the 
fun is gone down upon cur prophets, A drywind upon Scotland, 
but neither to fan nor cleanſe : but out of all queſtion, when 
the Lord hath cut down his foreſt, the after-growth of Leba- 
non ſhall flouriſh, They hall plant vines in our mountains, and a 
cloud ſhall yet fill the — Now the bleſſing of our deareſt 
Lord Tel, and the bleſſing of him that is ſeparate from his 
brethren, come upon you. 
Aberdeen. Yours at 3 the priſener 
of Chriſt, 8. R 
7. To 
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7. To the Honourable and truly Noble Lady, The VISCOUN. 
98 7 TESS of KENMURE: 
Madam, 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I long to 

hear from you. I am here waiting if a good wind, long. 
looked for, ſhall at length blow in Chriſt's fails in this land: 
but I wonder if Jeſus be not content to ſuffer more yet in his 
members and cauſe, and beauty of his houſe, rather than he 
ſhould not be avenged upon this land. I hear many worthy 
men (who ſee more in the Lord's dealing, than I can take up 
with my dim ſight) are of a contrary mind, and do believe the 
Lord is coming home again to his houſe in Scotland: I hope he 
is on his journey that way; yet 1 look not but that he ſhall 
feed this land with their own blood, before he eſtabliſh his 
throne amongſt us. I know your honour is not looking after 
things hereaway ; ye have no great cauſe to think, that your 
ſtock and principal is under the roof of theſe viſible heavens; 
and I hope ye would think yourſelf a beguiled and cozened ſoul, 
if it were ſo. I would be ſorry to counſel your Ladyſhip to 


make a covenant with time, and this life z but rather deſire 


you to hold in fair generals, and far off from this ill-founded 
heaven, that is on this ſide of the water. It ſpeaketh ſomewhat, 
when the Lord bloweth the bloom off our daft hopes in this 
life, and loppeth the branches of our worldly joys well nigh the 
root, on purpoſe that they ſhould not thrive. Lord, ſpill my 
fool's heaven in this life, that I may be, ſaved for ever. A for- 


feiture of the ſaints part of the yolk and marrow of ſhort laugh- 


ing happineſs worldly, is not ſuch a real evil as our blinded 
eyes do conceive. I am thinking long now for ſome deliver- 


ance, more than before; but I know Iam in an error: It is poſ- 


ſible I am not come to that meaſure of trial, that the Lord is 
ſeeking in his work: if my friends in Galloway would effectual- 
ly do for my deliverance, I would exceedingly rejoice ; but I 
know not but the Lord hath a way, whereof he will be the on- 
ly reaper of praiſes Let me know with the bearer, how the 
child is. The Lord be his tutor, and your only comforter, 
There is nothing here where I am, but profanity and atheiſm. 
Grace, grace be with your Ladyſhip. 
Aberdeen, Feb. 13. Your Ladyſhip's in all cblidged 
1637. obedience in Chriſt, 8. R. 


SED 
8. To the Noble and Chriflian Lady, the VIS COUNTESS 
of KEN MURE. 


Madam, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. I would not omit the 


- occaſion to write to your Ladyſhip with the bearer. I _ 
gla 
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glad the child is well ; God's favour, even in the eyes of men, 
be ſeen upon him. I hope your Ladyſhip is thinking upon 
Itheſe ſad and woful days wherein we now live; when our Lord, 
Win his righteous judgment, is ſending the kirk the gate ſhe is 
Igoing, to Rome's brothel houſe, to ſeek a lover of her own, 
eeing ſhe hath given up with Chriſt. her huſband. O what 
ſweet comfort, what rich ſalvation is laid up for thoſe, who had 
rather waſh and roll their garments in their own blood, than 
break out from Chriſt by apoſtaſy | Keep yourſelf in the love 
of Chriſt, and ſtand far aback from the pollutions of the world: 
fide not with theſe times, and hold from coming nigh the ſigns 
of a conſpiracy with thoſe that are now come out againſt Chriſt ; 
that ye may be one kept for Chriſt, only. I know your Lady- 
ſhip thinketh upon this, and how you may be humbled for your- 
ſelf and this backſliding land; for I avouch, that wrath from 
the Lord is gone out againſt Scotland. I think ay the longer 
the better of my royal and worthy Maſter: he is become a new 
wellbeloved to me now, in renewed, canſolations, by the pre- 
ſence of the Spirit of grace and glory. . Chriſt's garments {mell 
of the powder of the merchant, when,he-cometh out of his i- 
vory chambers : O his perfumed. face, his fair face, his lovely 
and kindly kiſſee, have made me a poor priſoner ſee, there is 
more to be had of Chriſt in this life, than I believed. We think 
all is but a little earneſt, a four-hours, a ſmall taſting,, we bave, 
or is to be had in this life; (which is true, compared. with the 
inheritance) but yet I know, it is more, it is the kingdom of 
God within us. Wo, wo is me, that, I have not ten loves. for 
that one Lord Jeſus ; and that love faileth, and dryeth up in 
loving him; and that I find no way to ſpend my love deſires, 
and the yolk of my heart, upon that faireſt and deareſt one: I 
am far behind with my narrow heart. O how ebb a ſoul have 1 
in” take in Chriſt's love ! for, let worlds be multiplied according 
to angels underſtanding, in millions, while they weary them- 
ſelves; theſe worlds would not contain the thouſandth part of 
his love. O if I could yoke in amongſt the thick of angels, and 
kberaphims, and now glorified ſaints, and could raiſe a new love- 
long of Chriſt, before all the world ! I am pained with wonder- 
ing at new-opened treaſures in Chriſt : if every finger, mem- 
ber, bone, and joint, were a torch burning in the hotteſt fire 
in hell, I would they could all ſend out love praiſes, high ſongs 
of praifes for evermore, to that plant of renown, to that royal 

| and high Prince, Jeſus my Lord: but, alas ! his love ſwelleth in 
me, and findeth no vent; alas! what can a dumb priſoner ſay 

or do for him? O for an engine to write a book of Chriſt and 

his love] nay, I am left of him bound, and chained with his 
| love ; I cannot find a looſed ſoul to lift up his praiſes, and give 
them out to others. But, oh, my day-light hath thick clouds; 
C I cannot 
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I cannot ſhine in his praiſes. I am often like a ſhip plying a- 1 
bout to ſeek the wind; I fail at great leiſure, and cannot be 
blown upon that lovelieſt Lord: Oh if I could turn my fails to f 
Chriſt's right airth; and that I had my heart's wiſhes of his 
love! But, I but marr his praiſes; nay, I know no compari- 
ſon of what Chriſt is, and what his worth is: all the angels, 
and all the glorified, praiſe him not ſo much as in halves; who 
can advance him, or utter all his praiſes ? I want nothing; un- 
known faces favour me; enemies muſt ſpeak good of the truth; 
my Maſter's cauſe purchaſeth commendations. The hopes of my 
enlargement, from appearances, are cold: my faith hath no bed 
to ſleep upon, but omnipotency. The good-will of the Lord, 
and his ſweeteſt prefence, be with you and that child. Grace 
and peace be yours. | 
Aberdeen, 1637. Your Ladyſhip's in all duty, in his 


| ſabeet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


8 D 
9. To the Right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, The V1S- 
COUNTESS of EENMURE. 


Madam, 
Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I would 


not omit to write a line with the Chriſtian bearer, one in 
your Ladyſhip's own cafe, driven near to Chriſt, in and by her 
affliction. I wiſh that my friends in Galloway forget me not.; 
however it be, Chriſt is ſo good, that I will have no other tu- 
tor, ſuppoſe ] could have wail and choice of ten thouſand be- 
ſide. I think now five hundred heavy hearts for him too little, 
I with Chriſt, now weeping, fuffering, and contemned of men, 
were more dear and deſireable to many ſouls than he is: I am 
ſure, if the ſaints wanted Chriſt's croſs, ſo profitable and fo 
ſweet, they might, for the gain and glory of it, with it were 
lawful, either to buy or borrow his croſs; but it is a mercy that 
the ſaints have it laid to their hand for nothing : for I know no 
ſweeter way to heaven, than through free gaace, and hard tri- 
als together; and one of thefe cannot well want another. 0 
that time would poſt faſter, and haſten our looked-for commu- 
nion with that faireſt, faireft among the fons of men! O- that 
the day would favour us, and come, and put Chriſt and us ia 
other's arms ? I am ſure a few years will do our turn, and the 
ſoldier's hour-glaſs will ſoon run out. Madam, look to your 
lamp, and look for your Lord's coming, and let your heart 
dwell aloof from that child. Chriſt's jeatouſy will not admit 
two equal loves in your Ladyſhip*s heart; he muſt have one, 
and that the greateſt; a little one to a creature may, and mult 
iugice a foul married to him. Your Mater is your Huſband, 
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isa. liv. I would wiſh you well, and my obligations theſe ma- 


ny years bygone ſpeak no leſs to me; but more I can neither 
wiſh, nor pray, nor defire to your Ladyſhip, than Chriſt 
ſingled and wailed out from all created good things; or Chriſt, 
howbeit wet in his own blood, and wearing a crown of thorns. 
] am ſure, the ſaints, at their beſt, are but ſtrangers to the 
weight and worth of the incomparable ſweetneſs of Chriſk- He 
is ſo new, ſo freſh in excellency, every day of new, to thoſe 
that ſearch more and more in him, as if heaven could furniſh 
us as many new Chriſt's (if I may ſpeak ſo) as there are days be- 
twixt him and us, and yet he is one and the ſame. . Oh we love 
an unknown lover, when we love Chriſt ! Let me hear how the 
child is every way; the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon 
him. Grace for evermore, even while glory perfect it, be with 
your Ladyſhip. 
Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in his faeet Lord 
h Jeſus, 8. R. 


10. To the Noble and Chriſtian Lady, The VICOUNTESS 
| of KENMURE. 


Madam, | 
Otwithſtanding the great haſte of the bearer, I woull 
bleſs your Ladyſhip in paper, deſiring, that, ſince Chriſt 
hath ever envied, that the world ſhould have your love by him, 
you may give yourſelf out for Chriſt, and that ye may be for no 
other. L. know none worthy of you but Chriſt. Madam, Iam 
bere ſuffering for Chriſt, and this is either the ſure and good 
way, or I have done with heaven, and will never {ce God's face 
(which, I bleſs him, cannot be.) I write my -bleiling to that 
lweet child, that ye have borrowed from God ; he is no heri- 
tage to you, but a loan; love him as folks do borrowed things. 
My heart is heavy for you. They ſay the kirk of Chriſt hath 
neither ſon, nor heir; and therefore her enemies ſhall poſſeſs 
her; but | know ſhe is not that ill friended, her Huſband is 
her heir, and the his heritage. If my Lord would be pleaſed, 
would defire {ome were dealt with, for my return to Anwoth ; 
but if that never be, I thank God, Anwoth is not heaven, preach - 
ing is not Chriſt, I hope to wait on. Let me hear how the 
caild is, and your Ladyſhip's mind and hopes of him; for it 
vould eaſe my heart to know that he is well. I am in good 
terms with Chriſt ; but ah my guiltinels! yet he bringeth not 
peas betwixt him and me to the ſtreets, and before the tun. 

brace, grace, for evermore be with your Ladyſhip. 

Aberdern, 2637. Dar Ladyſbib's at ail obedience in 

C, S. R. 
6 2 ih. Te 
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11. To the Right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, My Lady f. 

VISCOUNTESS f KENMURE. d 
Madam, 


68 mercy and peace to you: I am refreſhed with Wl © 
your letters. The right hand of him, to whom belong! 
the iſſues from death, hath been gracious to that ſweet child: ! 
do not, I de not forget him and your Ladyſhip in my prayers, 
Madam, for your own caſe, I live careful, and withal doing 
complaints of want of practice; becauſe I obſerve many, who 
think it holineſs enough to complain and ſet themſelves at no. 
thing, as if to ſay, I am ſick, would cure them; they think 
complaints a good charm for guiltineſs. I hope you are wreſt. 
ling and ſtruggling on, in this dead age, wherein folks have 
loſt tongue, and legs, and arms, for Chriſt. I urge upon yau, 
Madam, a nearer communion with Chrift, and a growing com- 
munion. There are curtains to be drawn by, in Chriſt, that 
we never ſaw, and new foldings of love in him. I deſpair that 
ever [I ſhall win to the far end of that love, there are ſo many 
plies if it. Therefore dig deep; and ſweat, and labour, and 
take pains for him ; and ſet by ſo much time of the day for him 
as you can: he will be won with labour. I, his exiled priſon- 
er, ſought him, and he hath rued upon me, and hath made 2 
moan for me, as he doth for his own, Jer. xxxi. 20. Iſa xlv. 
11. and I know not what to do with Chriſt, his love ſurround- 
eth and ſurchargeth me. I am burdened with it, but O how 
ſweet and lovely is that burden ! Ido not keep it within me: [ 
am ſo in love with his love, that if his love were not in heaven, 
1 would be unwilling to go there. O what weighing and what 
telling is in Chriſt's love! I fear nothing now ſo much as the 
lacking of Chriſt's croſs, and the love ſhowers that accompany 
x. I wonder what he meaneth to put ſuch a ſlave at the board- 
head, at his own elbow. O that I ſhould lack my black mouth 
to ſuch a fair, fair, fair face as Chriſt ! but dare not refuſe to be 
loved ; the cauſe is not in me why he hath looked upon me, 
and loved me, for he got neither bud nor hire of me, it coſt me 
nothing, it is good cheap love, O the many pound weights of 
bis love, under which I am ſweetly prefſed ! Now, Madam, I 
perſuade you, the greateſt part but play with Chriſtianity, they 
put it by hand eaſily. I thought it had been an eaſy thing to be 
a Chriſtian, and that to ſeek God had been at the next door; 
but Oh the windings, the turnings, the ups and the downs, that 
that he hath Jed me through ; and I ſee yet much way to the 
ford: he ſpeaketh with my reins in the night ſeaſon; and in 
the morning, when I awake, I find his love-arrows, that he 
ſhot at me, ſticking in my heart: who will help me to praile ! 
who will come lift with me, and ſet on high his great love? and 
vet I find, that a fire-flaught of challenges will come in at mid- 
fun mier, 
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ſummer, and queſtion me; but it is only to keep a ſinner in or- 
der. As for friends, I ſhall not think the world to be the world, 
if that well go not dry. I truſt in God to uſe the world, as a 
canny or cunning maſter doth a knave· ſervant (at leaſt God give 
me grace to do ſo) he giveth him no handling or credit, only 
inſtructeth him with common errands, wherein he cannot play 
the knave. I pray God, I may not give this world credit of my 
joys, and comforts, and confidence: that were to put Chriſt 
out of his office: nay, I counſel you, Madam, from a little ex- 
perience, let Chriſt keep the great ſeal, and entruſt him ſo, as 
to hang your veflels ? hes and ſmall, and pin your burdens upon 
the nail faſtened in David's houſe, Iſa. xxii. 23, Let me not be 
well, if ever they get the tutoring of my comtorts ; away, away 
with irreſponſal tutors, that would play me a flip, and then 
Chriſt would laugh at me, and ſay, Well-wared, try again &er 
ye truſt, Now wo is me, for my whoriſh mother, the church of 
Scotland; oh who will bewail her! Now the preſence of the 
great angel of the coyenant be with you and that ſweet child. 
Aberdeen, March 7, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, S. R. 
12. To the Right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lady 
| K ENMURE. ; 
Madam, 


PON the offered opportunity of this worthy bearer, I 

could not omit to anſwer the heads of your letter. 1ſt, I 
think nat much to ſet down in paper ſome good things anent 
Chriſt, that ſealed and holy thing; and to feed my ſoul with 
raw withes to be one with Chriſt ; for a wiſh is but broken and 
half-love: but verily to obey this, Come and ſee, is a harder 
matter! But, oh, I have rather ſmoke than fire, and gueſſings ra- 
ther than real aſſurances of him: I have little or nothing to ſay, 
but that I am as one who hath found favour in his eyes ; but 
there is ſome pining and miſmannered hunger, that maketh me 
miſcall and nickname Chriſt, as a changed Lord: but alas ! ic 
is ill flitten, I cannot believe without a pledge, I cannot take 
God's word without a caution, as it Chriſt had loſt and told his 
credit, and were not in my books reſponſal and law-biding : but 
this is my way; for his way is, Eph. i. 13. After that ye believ- 
ed, ye wwere ſealed with the Holy Spirit of promiſe. 2d, Ye write 


that I am filled with knowledge, and ſtand not in need of theſe 


warnings z but certainly my light is dim, when it cometh to 
handy-grips; and how many have full coffers, and yet empty 
bellies ! light, and the ſaving uſe of light, are far different. O 
what need then have I to have the athes blown away from n. 
dying-out fire! I may be a book man, and be an idiot and ſtaric 
tool in Chrilt's way; learning will not beguile Chr.ft, the B.- 
192 
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ble beguiled the Phariſees, and ſo may I be miſled, Therefore, 
as night watchers hold one another waking, by ſpeaking to one 
another, ſo have we need to hold one another on foot ; fleep 
ſtealeth away the light of watching, even the light that reproy. 
eth fleeping. I doubt not but more ſhould fetch heaven, if they 
believed not heaven to be at the next door: the world's negative 
holineſs, no adulterer, no murderer, no thief, nor cozener, ma- 
keth men believe they are already glorified faints : but 6th chap. 
ter to the Hebrews may affright us all, when we hear that men 
may take of the gifts and common graces of the Holy Spirit, and 
a taſte of the powers of the life to come, to hell with them: 
here is reprobate filver, which yet ſeemeth to have the King's 
image and ſuperſcription upon it. 3d, I find you complaining 
of yourſelf, and it becometh a ſinner fo to do, I am not againſt 
that; ſenſe of death is a ſib friend, and of kin and blood to life; 
the more ſenſe, the more life: the more ſenſe of fin, the leſs 
ſin. I would love my pain, and ſoreneſs, and my wounds, how- 
beit thefe ſhould bereave me of my night's ſleep, better than my 
wounds without pain. O how ſweet a thing it is, to give Chriſt 
his handful of broken arms, and legs, and disjointed bones! 
4th, be not afraid for little grace, Chriſt ſoweth his living ſeed, 
and he will not loſe his ſeed ; if he have the guiding of my ſtock 
and ſtate, it ſhall not miſcarry. Our ſpilt works, loffes, dead- 
neſs, coldneſs, wretchedneſs, are the ground which the good 
huſbandman laboureth. th, Ye write that his contig 
fail not, notwithſtanding that your ſervice to Chriſt miſcarrieth: 
to the which I anſwer, God forbid that there were buying and 
felling, and blocking for as good again, betwixt Chriſt and us; 
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5 for then free grace might go play it, and a Saviour ſing dumb 
* and Chriſt go and ſleep; but we go to heaven with light thoul- 
i ders, and all the bairn time; and the veſſels great and ſmall 
4 that we have, are faſtened upon the ſure nail, Iſa. xxii. 24. The 
wu only danger 1s, that we give grace more ado than God giveth 


it, that is by turning his grace into wantonneſs. 6th. Ye write 
few ſee your guiltineſs, and ye cannot be free with many, as 
with me: I anſwer, bleſſed be God, Chriſt and we are not heard 
before men's courts; it is at home betwixt him and us, that 
pleas are taken away, Grace be with you, 
Aberdeen. | Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus, S. R. 
wy =— cwoe_w _vEERRST_HR_)SCSS"S THRNIc_s=S,MMPSJﬀiij>o UW mW, cc 
13. To the Right Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, my Lad) 
„ SENMURE. 
Madam, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip : God be 
I thanked, ye are yet in poſſeſſion of Chriſt and that {weet 
chud FT pray Go] rhe former may be » ſure heritage, and the 
erer 
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Matter a loan for your comfort, while ye do good to his poor af- 
Iaicted, withered Mount Sion: and who knoweth, but our Lord 
hath comforts laid up in ſtore for her and you? I am perſuaded 
Chriſt hath bought you by the devil, and hell, and fin, that 
they have no claim to you; and that is a rich and invaluable 
mercy. Long ſince, ye were half challenging death's cold kind- 
neſs, in being ſo flow and ſwier to come and loſe a tired pri- 
ſoner; but ye ſtand in need of all the croſſes, loſſes, changes, 
and {ad hearts that befell you ſince that time. Chriſt knoweth 
the body of fin unſubdued will take them all and more: we know 
chat Paul had need of the devil's ſervice, to buffet him; and 
far more we. But my dear and honourable Lady, ſpend your 
ſand-glaſs well: I am {ure you have law to raiſe a ſuſpenſion a- 
gainſt all that devils, men, friends, world, loſſes, hell or ſin, 
can decree againſt you. It is good your croſſes will but conve 
you to heaven's gates: in can they not go, the gates ſhall be 
cloſed on them, when ye ſhall be admitted to the throne. Time 
ſtandeth not ſtill, eternity is hard at our door, O what is laid 
up for you ! Therefore harden your face againſt the wind; and 
the Lamb your Huſband is making ready for you; the Bride- 
E groom would fain have that day, as gladly as your honour would 
with to have it; he hath not forgotten you. I have heard a ru- 
mour of the P's purpoſe to baniſh me; but let it come, if God 
ſo will; the other ſide of the ſea is my Father's ground, as well 
as this ſide: I owe bowing to God, but no ſervile bowing to 
croſſes; I have been but too ſoft in that: I am comforted that 
| am perſuaded fully, that Chriſt is halver with me in this well 
born and honeſt croſs: and if he claim right to the beſt half of 
my troubles (as I know he doth to the whole) I ſhall remit it o- 
ver to Chriſt, what I ſhall doin this caſe : I know certainly my 
Lord Jelus will not mar nor ſpill my ſufferings, he hath uſe 
tor them in his houſe. O what it worketh on me, to remem- 
ber that a ſtranger, who cometh not in by the door, ſhall build 
hay and ſtubble upon the golden foundation I laid amongſt that 
people at Anwoth ! But I know providence looketh not aſquaint, 
but looketh ſtraight out, and thorow all mens darkneſs : O that 
I could wait upon the Lord! I had but one eye, one joy, one 
delight, even to preach Chriſt ; and my mother's ſons were an- 
gry at me, and have put out the poor man's one eye, and what 
have I behind ! Iam ſure this ſour world hath loſt my heart de- 
lervedly, but oh that there were a day's-man to lay his hand u- 
pon us both, and determine upon my part of it. Alas! that 
innocent and lovely truth ſhould be fold! My tears are little 
worth, but yet this thing I weep, I weep, alas! that my fair 
and lovely Lord Jeſus ſhould be miſkent in his own houſe ? It 
reckoneth little of five hundred the like of me; yet the water 
gocth not over faith's breadth, yet our King liveth. I write 


the 


Joy is there (next to Chriſt) that ſtandeth on this fide of death, 


the people this: for when I write to you, I think Iwrite to you 
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the priſoner's bleſſings; the good will, and long laſting kind. 

neſs, with the comforts of the very God of peace, be to your 

Ladyſhip, and to your ſweet child : grace, grace be with you, 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7, Your Honour's at all obedience, in his 


16%. ſueet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
= = ==_=zz=zx == ==z2-==M2 = _= = = === = === 
14. To the much honoured JOUN GORDON of Cardeneſs, 

Elder. 


UCH honoured and deareſt in my Lord, grace, mercy 

and peace be to you. My ſoul longeth exceedingly to 

Hear how matters go betwixt you and Chriſt ; and whether or 
not there be any work of Chriſt in that pariſh, that will bide 
the trial of fire and water z let me be weighed of my Lord in a 
Juſt balance, if your ſouls ly not weighty upon me: you go to 
bed and you riſe with me : thoughts of your ſoul (my deareſt in 
our Lord) depart not from me in my ſleep; ye have a great part 
of my tears, ſighs, ſupplications, and prayers : O if I could buy 
your ſoul's ſalvation with any ſuffering whatſoever, and that ye 
and I might meet with joy up in the rainbow, when we ſhall 
Nand before our Judge] O my Lord forbid, I have any hard 
thing to depone againſt you in that day ! O that he who quick- 
eneth the dead, would give life to my fowing among you ! What 


would comfort me more, than that the ſouls of that poor peo- 
ple were in ſafety, and beyond all hazard of lofing ? Sir, ſhew 


all old and young: fulfil my joy, and ſeek the Lord: ſure I am, 
once I diſcovered my loyal, royal, princely Lord Jeſus to you all: 
wo, wo, wo ſhall be your part of it for evermore, if the goſpel 
be not the ſavour of life unto life to you: as many fermons as I 
preached; as many ſentences as I uttered, as many points of 
dittay ſhall they be, when the Lord ſhall plead with the world 
for the evil of their doings. Believe me, I find heaven a city 
hard to be won; The righteous will ſcarcely be ſaved : O what 
violence of thronging will heaven take ! Alas! I ſee many de- 
ceiving themſelves; for we will all to heaven ; now every foul 
dog with his foul feet will in at the neareſt, to the new and 
clean Jeruſalem : all ſay they have faith, and the greateſt part of 
the world know not, and will not conſider, that a tip in the 
matter of their ſalvation is the moſt piteous ſlip that can be; and 
that no loſs is comparable to this loſs. O then ſee that there be 
not a looſe pin in the work of your ſalvation ! for you will not 
believe how quickly the Judge will come : and for yourſelf, I 
know that death is waiting and hovering, and lingering at God's 
command, that ye may be prepared. Then ye had need to ſtir 
your time, and to take eternity, and death, to your riper ad- 
vilement; 
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iſement; a wrong ſtep in going out of this life, in one proper- 
y, is like the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and can never be for- 
iven, becauſe ye cannot come back again thorow the laſt wa- 
cr, to mourn for it. I know your courts are many, and will 
ike telling, and laying, and reckoning betwixt you and your 
Lord; fit your counts, and order them: loſe not the laſt play 
whatever ye do, for in that play with death your precious ſoul 
; the prize: for the Lord's fake ſpill not the play, and loſe not 
uch a treaſure. Ye know, out of love I had to your ſoul, and 
put of deſire I had to make an honeſt count for you, I teſtified 
iy diſpleaſure and diſliking of your ways very often, both in 
rivate and public: I am not now a witneſs of your doings, but 
rour Judge is always your witneſs. I beſeech you by the mer- 
ies of God, by the ſalvation of your foul, by your comforts 
hen your eyeſbrings ſhall break, and the face wax pale, and 
he ſoul thall tremble to be out of the lodging of clay, and by 
Four compearance before your awful Judge, after the fight of 
his letter, take a new courſe with your ways; and now in the 
nd of your day make ſure of heaven. Examine yourſelf if ye 
e in good earneſt in Chriſt; for ſome, Heb. vi. 4 are partak- 
rs of the Holy Ghoſt, and taſte of the good ⁊word of God, ond of the 
% y the life to come ; and yet have no part in Chriſt at all. 
{any think they believe, but never tremble; the devils are 
urther on than theſe, James ii 10. Make ſure to yourſelf 
hat ye are above ordinary profeſſors; the fixth part of your 
pan-length and hand-breadth of your days is ſcarcely before 
you : haſte, haſte, for the tide will not bide. Put Chriſt upon 
ll your accounts, and your ſecrets. Better it is that ye give 
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im your counts, in this life, out of your own hand, than that, 
1er this life he take them from you. I never knew fo well 
| What fin was as fince I came to Aberdeen, howbeit I was preach- 
fig of it to you. To feel the ſmoke of hell's fire in the throat 
1 Wor half an hour; to ſtand before a river of fire and brimſtone 
5 {roader than the earth; and to think to be bound hand and 
t Hot, and caſten in the midſt of it quick, and then to have God 
locking the priſon door, never to be opened for all eternity; O 
| 


how will it ſhake a conſcience that hath any life in it ? I find 
the fruits of my pains to have Chriſt and that people once fairly 
met, now meet my ſoul in my ſad hours; and I rejoice that L 
gave fair warning of all the corruptions now entering in Chriſt's 
houſe z and now many'a ſweet, ſweet, ſoft kiſs, many perfum- 
ed, well ſmelled kiſſes, and embracements, have I received of 
my royal Maſter. He and I have had much love together. L 
have for the preſent a ſick dwining life, with much pain, and 
much love-ſickneſs for Chriſt : O what 1 would give to have a 
bed made to my wearied ſoul, in his boſom ! | would friſt hea- 
ven for many years, to have my fill of Jeſus in this life, and to 

have 
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have occaſion to offer Chriſt to my people; and to woo many 
people to Chriſt. I cannot tell you what ſweet pain, and de. 
lighiiſome torments are in Chriſt's love? I often challenge time 
that holdeth us ſundry. I profeſs to you I have no reſt, I have 
12 caſe, while I be over head and cars in love ocean. If Chriſt's 
e, (that fountain of delight) were laid as open to me as I would 
iſh, O how would I drink, and drink abundantly! O how 
ranken would this my ſoul be! I half call his ablence cruel, 
al the maſk and vail on Chriſt's face a cruel covering, that 
1th ſuch a fair face from a ſick foul. I dare not challenge 
':mfeif, but his abſence is a mountain of iron upon my heavy 
ort. O when will we meet? O how long is it to the dawning 
che marriage day? O ſweet Lord Jefus, take wide ſteps : 0 
my Lord, come over mountains at one ſtride! O my Beloved, 
Are like a roe, or young hart, upon the mountains of 2 
n: O if ne would fold the heavens together ke an old cloke 
and thovel time and days out of the way, and make ready in 
haſte the lamb's wife for her huſband ! Since he looked upon 
me, my heart is not mine own, he hath run away to heaven 
with i:; I know it was net for nothing, that I ſpake ſo meikle 
good of Chriſt to you in public. O if the hea» en, and the hea- 
ven of heavens were paper, and fea ink, and the multitude of 
mountains pens of brats, and I were able to write that paper, 
within and without, full of the praiſes of my faireſt, my dcareſi, 
25 lovelieſt, my ſweeteſt, my match!eſs, and my moſt marrow- 
leis, and marvelious Well- beloved | Wois me, I cannot ſet him 
out to men and angels. O there are few tongnes to ting. lore 
tongs of his incomparable exceliency ! What can I poor priſon- 
er do to exalt him? or what courſe can 1 take to extol my 
Akty, and lovely Lord Jeſus ? Jam put to my wit's end, how 
i get his name made great. Blefſc.1 they who would help me 
in this! How ſweet are Chriſt's back-parts ? O what then is in 
his face! Theſe that ſee his face, how do they get their eye 
plucked off him again? Look up to him and love bim; O love 
We live. It were a life to me, if ve wonld read this letter te 
that people, and if they did profit by it. O if I could cauſe theſe 
to die of love for Jeſus I charge them by the falvation of their 
ſouls, to hang about Chriſt's neck, and take their fill of his love, 
ni follow him, as I taught them. Part by no means with Chriſt; 
hold faſt what ye have received ; keep the truth once deliver 
ed; if ye or that people quit it in an bair, or an hoof, ye break 
\ our conſcience in twain; and who then can mend it, and caſt 
a rat on it ? My deareſt in the Lord, ſtand {aft in Chritt : : keep 
the faith; contend for Chriſt; wreitle for him, and take mens 
tend for God's favour; there is no compariſon betwixt thele. 
© that my Lord would fulfil my joy, and keep the young brid* 
„ Chrili, that is at Anwoth. And now, whoever they be. 
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that have returned to the old vomit ſince my departure, I bind 
upon their back, in my Maſter's name and authority, the long- 
laiting, weighty vengeance and curſe of God; in my Lord's 
name, I give them a black, unmixed, pure wrath, which my 
Maſter ſhall ratif; amd make good, when we ſtand together 
before him, except they tineouſly repent and turn to the Lord. 
And I write to thee, poor mourning and broken hearted believ- 
er, be who thou wilt, of the free ſalvation z; Chriſt's ſweet balm 
for thy wounds, O poor humble believer; Chriſt's kiffes fur 
thy watery cheeks ; Chriſt's blood of atonement for thy guilty 
ſoul; Chriſt's heaven for thy poor ſoul, though once banithed 
gut of paradiſe; and my Maſter ſhall make good my word c'er 
long. O that people were wiſe | O that people would ſpier out 
Chriſt, and never reſt while they find him! O how ſhall my 
ſoul mourn in ſecret, if my nine years pained head, and fore 
breaſt, and pained back, and grieved heart, and private and 
public prayers ro God, ſhall all be for nothing among that 
people | Did my Lord Jeſus fend me but to ſummon you before 
your Judge, and to leave your ſummons. at your houſes ? Was 
I ſent as a witneſs only to gather your dittays. O my God for- 
bid! Often did I tell you of a fan of God's word to come a- 
mong vou, for the contempt of it; I told you often of wrath, 
wrath from the Lord, to come upon Scotland; and yet I bide 
by my Maſter's word; it is quickly coming, deſolation for Scot- 
land, becauſe of the quarrel for a broken coverant. Now, 
worthy Sirs, my dear people, my joy, and my crown in the 
Lord, let him be your fear; ſeek the Lord, and his face, iv 
your fouls. Doves flee to Chriſt's windows; pray for me, and 
praiſe for me. The blefſing of my God, the prayers and blei- 


ling ot a poor priſoner, and your lawful paitor, be upon you, 


Aberdeen, Fune 16, Your lawful aud i 
1637. paſtor, 8. R. 
Err e moo 
15. To the right Honourable and Chriſtian Lad, niy Lad 

| BOYD. | 

Madam, | 
(CES mercy and peace be to you, from God our Father. 
and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I cannoc but than“ 
your Ladyſhip for your letter that hath refreſhed my foul. 
think myſelf many ways obliged to your Lad, thip for your love 
to my afflicted brother now embarked with we in that fame 
cauſe, His Lord hath been pleaſed to put him on truth 's ite 
I hope your Ladyſhip will befriend him with your counſel and 
countenance in that country where he is a ſtranger and your 
Lady ſhip ncedeth not fear but your kindueſs to his own the! 
be put up in Chriſt's accounts. Now, Madam, for vont Lat - 
ſhip's caſe I rejoice exceedingly, that ine Father ut Nights han 
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made you ſee that there is a nick in Chriſtianity, which ye con. 
tend to beat; and that is, to quit the right eye, and the right 
hand, and to keep the Son of God: I hope your-defire is to 
make him your garland, and your eye looketh up the mount, 
which certainly 1s nothing but the new creature. Fear not, 
Chriſt will not caſt water upon your ſmoaking coal z and then, 
who elſe dare do it it he ſay nay ? Be ſorry at corruption, and 
not ſecure; that companion lay with you in your mother' 
womb, and was as early friends with you as the breath of life: 
and Chriſt will not have it otherwiſe ; for he delighteth to take 
up fallen bairns, and to mend broken brows 3 binding up of Wc 
wounds is his office, Ifa. 1xi. 1ſt, I am glad Chriſt will get if 

I 


employment of his calling in you: many a whole ſoul is in hes. 
ven, which was ſicker than ye are: he is content ye lay broken 
arms and legs on his knee, that he may ſpelk them. 2dly, 
Hiding of his face is wiſe love; his love is nat fond, doating, 
and reaſonleſs, to give your head no other pillow while ye bein 
at heaven's gates, but to ly betwixt his breaſts, and lean upon 
bis boſom : nay, his bairns muſt often have the froſty cold ſide 
of the hill, and ſet down both their bare feet among thorns: 
his love hath eyes, and. in the mean time is looking on. Our 
pride muſt have winter weather to rot it. But I know Chriſt 
and ye ſhall not be heard ; ye will whiſper it over betwixt your- 
ſelves, and agree again; for the anchor-tow abideth faſt within 
the vail; theend of it is in Chriſt's ten fingers : who dare pull, 
if he hold? Ihe Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying, 
Fear not, I will help thee, Xe. xli. 13. Fear not, Jacob. The 
ſea- ſick paſſenger ſhall come to land; Chriſt will be the firſt 
that will meet you on the ſhore. 1 hope your Ladyſhip will 
keep the king's high- Way; go on in the ſtrength of the Lord 
in haſte, as if ye had not leiſure to ſpeak to the inn- keepers by 
the way: he is over beyond time in the other ſide of the water, 
who thinketh long for you. For my unfaithful ſelf, Madam, I 
muſt ſay a word. At my firſt coming hither, the devil made 
many a black lie of my [29 Jeſus, and ſaid, the court was 
changed, and he was angry, and would pive an evil ſervant his 
leave at mid-term ; but he gave me grace not to take my leave; 
J reſolved to bide ſommons, and fit, howbeit it was ſuggeſted 
and faid, What ſhonld be done with a withered tree, but over 
the dyke with it? But now, napr, (I dare not, I do not keep 
it up) who is feaſted as his poor exiled priſoner ! ? I think ſhame 
of the board-head and the firſt meſs, and the royal King's din- 
ing hall, and that my black hand ſhould come on ſuch a ruler's 
table: but I cannot mend it, Chriſt muſt have his will; only he 
p1ineth my ſoul ſo ſometimes with his love, that bare been 
nigh to paſs modeſty, and to cry out; he hath left a ſmoaking 
burning coal in my heart, and gone te the door himſelf and 
leit 
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left me and it together; yet it is not deſertion ; I know not what 
it is, but I was never ſo ſick for him as now. I durſt not chal- 
lenge my Lord, if I got no more for heaven, it is a dawting 
croſs. I know he hath other things to do than to play with me, 
and trundle an apple with me, and that this feaſt will end. O 
for inſtruments in God's name, that this is he ! and that I may 


make uſe of it, when it may be, a near friend within me will 
ſay, and when it thall be fajd by a challenging devil, Where is 
thy God ? Since I know it will not laſt, I deſire but to keep 
broken meat: but let no man after me flander Chriſt for his 
croſs. The great Lord of the covenant, who brought from the 
dead the great Shepherd of the ſheep, by the blood of the eter- 
nal coyenant, eſtabliſh you, and keep you and yours to his ap- 
YXearance. 


Aberdeen, March 7 Yours in his ſweet Lord 
G 1637. | | p : Feſus, 8. R. 


16. To Mr. ALEXANDER HENDERSON. 
My reverend and dear brother, 


Received your letters: they are apples of gold to me, for 
with my ſweet feaſts (and they are above the deſerving & 
ſuch a ſinner, high and out of meaſure) I have ſadneſs to ballaſt 
me, and weight me a little. It is but his. boundleſs wiſdom 
who hath taken the tutoring of his witleſs child; and he knows 
eth to be drunken with comforts is not ſafeſt for our ſtomachs. 
However it be, the din, and noiſe, and glooms of Chriſt's croſs . 
ze weightier than itſelf. I proteſt to you, (my witneſs is in 
heaven) I could wiſh many pound weights added to my croſs, to 
know that by my ſufferings, Chriſt were ſet forward in his 
kingly office in this land. Oh ! what is my ſkin to his glory; 
or my loſſes, or my ſad heart to the apple of the eye of our 
Lord, and his beloved ſpouſe, his precious truth, his royal pri- 
vileges, the glory of manifeſted juſtice in giving of his foes a 
dath, the teſtimony of his faithful ſervants, who do glorify him, 
when he rideth upon poor weak worms, and triumpheth in 
them ? I defire you to pray, that I may come out of this fur- 
nace with honeſty ; and that I may leave Chriſt's truth no worſe 
than I found it; and that this moſt honourable cauſe may nei- 
ther be ſtained, nor weakened, As for your caſe, my reverend 
and deareſt brother, ye are the talking of the north and ſouth; 
and looked to ſo, as if ye were all chryſtal glaſs; your motes 
and duſt ſhould ſoon be proclaimed, and trumpets blown at your 
flips ; bat I know ye have laid help upon one that is mighty. 
Intruſt not your comforts to men's airy and frothy applaute, 
neither lay your down-caſtings on the tongues of jalt mockers 
and reproachers of godlineſs: as deceivers, and yet true; as un. 
Leun 
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known, and yet well known. God hath called you to Chrigl 
ſide, and the wind is now in Chriſt's face in this land; and {%.M 
ing ye are with him, ye cannot expect the lee ſide, or the ſw 
ny ſide of the brae : but I know ye have reſolved to take Chr 
upon any terms whatſoever : I hope ye do not rue, though youll 
cauſe he hated, and that prejudices are taken up againſt it, T 
ſhields of the world think our Maſter cumberſome wares, aol 
that he maketh too great din, and that his cords and yokelif 
makes blains and deep ſcores in their neck; therefore they kick 
they ſay, This man ſhall not reign over us. Let us pray on 
for another: he who hath made you a choſen arrow in his qui 
ver, hide you in the hollow of his hand. Iam | 
Aberdeen, March 9, Yours in his ſweet Lord 

| 1637. | Jeſus, S i 
oO o h e BOCOCIX>OCGECHDSESDOO 
17. To the Right Honourable my Lord LOWDON. 


My very noble and honourable Lord, = 
| RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I make bold to writ 
to your Lordſhip, that you may know the honourable cad 
ye are graced to profeſs in Chriſt's own truth. Ye are may 
ways bleſſed of God, who hath taken upon you to come out li 
the ſtreets with Chriſt on your forehead, when ſo many are 
ſhamed of him, and hide him, as it were, under their cloak, x 
if he were a ſtolen Chriſt. If this faithleſs generation (end d 
pecially the nobles of this kingdom) thought not Chriſt d 
wares, and religion expenſive, hazardous and dangerous, the 
would not flip from his cauſe as they do, and ſtand looking d 
with their hands folded behind their back, when lowns are ru 
ning away wich the ſpoil of Zion on their back, and the board 
of the Son of God's tabernacle. Law and juſtice are to be ha 
to any, eſpecially for money and moyen! but Chriſt can get vl 
law, good, cheap, nor dear. It were the glory and honourd 
ou, who are the nobles of this land, to plead for your wronge 
Hideo, and his oppreſſed Spouſe, as far as zeal and ſtand 
ing law will go with you, Your ordinary logic from the eveil 
(that it will do no good) to the cauſe (and therefore ſilence! 
beſt, till the Lord put to his own hand) is not (with reverend 
to your Lordſhip's learning) worth a ſtraw : events are God' 
let us do, and not plead againſt God's offtce;; let him fit at hi 
own helm, who moderateth all events; it is not a good count 
to complain, that we cannot get a providence of gold, wht 
our lazineſs, cold zeal, temporizing, and f.ithlets fearfulnel 
ſpilleth God's providence. Your Lordſhip will pardon me; 
am not of that mind, that tumults or arms is the way to Pp! 
Chriſt on his throne; or that Chriſt will be ſerved, and trug 


vindicated only with the arm of fleſh and blood; nay, on F 
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th his turn with leſs din than with garments rolled in blood. 

ut 1 would the zeal of God were in the nobles to do their part 

Chriſt: and I muſt be pardoned to write to your Lordſhip 

is, I do not, I dare not but ſpeak to others what God hath 
ne to the foul of his poor, afflicted, exiled priſoner : his com- 
ort is more than ever I knew before; he hath ſealed the ho- 
durable cauſe I now ſuffer for, and I ſhall not believe that 
hriſt will put to his Amen, and ring upon an imagination: he 
ath made all his promiſes good to me, and hath filled up all 
1-8: blanks with his own hand; I would not exchange my bonds 
ith the plaiſtered joy of this whole world: it hath pleaſed him 
> make a ſinner, the like of me, an ordinary banqueter in his 
ouſe of wine, with that royal, princely one, Chriſt Jeſus. O 
hat weighing ! O what telling is in his love ! How ſweet muſt 
e be, when that black and burdenſome tree, his own eroſs is 
perfumed with joy and gladneſs | O for help to lift him up 
y praiſes on his royal throne ! I ſeek no more but that his 
ame may be ſpread abroad in me, tbat meikle good may be ſpo- 
en of Chriſt on my behalf: this being done, my loſſes, place, 
ipend, credit, eaſe, and liberty, ſhall all be made up to my 
ull contentment and joy of heart. I will be confident your 
ordſhip will go on in the ſtrength of the Lord, and keep Chriſt 
nd avouch him, that he may read your name publickly before 
nen and angels. I will intreat your Lordſhip to exhort and 
ncourage that nobleman your chief to do the ſame; but Iam 
ae, many of you find a new wiſdom, which deſerveth not ſuch 
name; it were better that men ſhould ſee that their wiſdom 
de holy, and their holineſs wife. I muſt be bold to defire your 
ord{hip to add your former favours to me (for the which your 
ordſhip hath a priſoner's bleſſing and prayers) this, that ye 
ould be pleaſed to befriend my brother, now fuffering for the 
ame cauſe; for he is to dwell nigh your Lordſhip's bounds ; 
your Lord(hip's word and countenance may help him. Thus 


recommending your Lordſhip to the ſaving grace, and tender 
uercy of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, I reſt 


Aberdeen, March yg. Y our Lerdſbip's obliged ſervant 
1637. | in Chriſt. S. R. 


eee 
18. To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLISH, Miniſter of the geſpel. 


Reverend and dear Brother. 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I am well; my Lord 
Jefus is kinder to me than ever he was; it pleaſeth him 
to dine and ſup with his afflicted priſoner; a King feaſteth me, 
and his ſpikenard caſteth a ſweet ſmell, Put Chrift's love to 
Jod tte trial, and put upon it burdens, and then it will appear 
love indeed : we employ not his love, and therefore we know it 


not, 
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not. I verily count more of the ſufferings of my Lord, than of 
this world's luſtered and over-gilded glory. I dare not fay but 
my Lord Jeſus hath fully recompenſed my ſadneſs with his 
joys ; my lofles with his own preſence. I find it a ſweet and 
rich thing to exchange my forrows with Chriſt's joys, my af. 
flictions with that ſweet peace I have with himſelf. Brother, 
this is his own truth I now ſuffer for; he hath ſealed my ſul- 
ferings with his own comforts, and I know he will not put his 
ſeal upon blank paper: his ſeals are not dumb, nor deluſive, to 
confirm imaginations and lies. Go on, my dear brother, in the 
{trength of the Lord, not fearing man that is a worm, nor the 
ſon of man that will die, Providence hath a thouſand keys to 
open a thouſand ſundry doors, for the deliverance of his own, 
when it is even come to a conclamatum eff, Let us be faithful, 
and care for our own part, which is to do and ſuffer for him, 
and lay Chriſt's part on himſelf, and leave it there. Duties are 
ours, events are the Lord's : when our faith goeth to meddle 
with, events, and to hold a court (if I may ſo ſpeak) upon God's 
providence, and beginneth to ſay, How wilt thou do this and 
that? we loſe ground: we have nothing to do there, it is our 
part to let the Almighty exerciſe his own office, and ſteer his own 
helm; there is nothing left us, but to ſee how we may be appro- 
ved of him, and how we may roll the weight of our weak fouls 
(in well doing) upon him who is God omnipotent: and when, 
what we thus eſſay miſcarrieth, it ſhall neither, be our ſin nor 
croſs. Brother, remember the Lord's word to Peter, Simon, 
loveſi thou me ? feed my ſheep : no greater teſtimony of our love 
to Chriſt can be, than to feed painfully and faithfully his lambs, 
I am in no better neighbourhood with the miniſters here than 
before; they cannot endure that any ſpeak of me, or to me. 
Thus I am, in the mean time, filent (which is my great grief.) 
Dr. Barron hath diſputed with me, efpecially about Arminian 
controverſies, and for the ceremonies; three yokings laid him 
by: and I have not been troubled with him ſince. Now he 
hath appointed a diſpute before witneſſes; I truſt Chriſt and 
truth ſhall do for themſelves. I hope, brother, ye will help. 
my people, and write to me what ye hear the biſhop is to doto 
them. Grace be with you. Foy | 
Aberdeen. Xs Tour brother in bonds, S. R. 


— —__ — — 9 —— 
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19. To Mr. HUGH M*KAIL, Miniſter of the Goſpel. | 
Reverend and dear brother, 92 | | 


Bleſs you for your letter; he is come down as rain upon the 
mown graſs, he hath revived my withered root, and he is 
as the dew of herbs. I am moſt ſecure in this priſon ; falva- 
tion is for walls in it, and what think ye of theſe walls? he 
| mak eth 
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maketh the dry plant to bud as the lily, and to bloſſom as Le- 
banon : the great Huſbandman's bleſſing cometh, down; upon the 
plants of righteouſnefs. Who may ſay, this (my dear brother) 

iI his poor exiled ſtranger and priſoner, may not ſay it f, How- 

beit all the world ſhould be filent, I cannot hold my peace. 

how many black counts hath Chriſt and I rounded over toge- 

ther in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! and how fat a portion hath 

he given to a hungry ſoul ! 1 had rather have Chriſt's four-hours, 

than have dinner and ſupper both in one from any other: his 
dealing, and the way of his judgments are paſt finding out. No 
preaching, no book, no learning could give me that, which I 
behoved to come and pet in this town. But what of all tl ie, 

jf 1 were not miſted, and confounded, and aſtoniſhed how to be 
thankful, and how to get him praiſed for evermore? And which 

i: more, he hath been plgaſed to pain me with his love, and \ 
my pin groweth through want of real poſſeſſion. Some have 
written to me, that I am poſſibly too joyful of the croſs, but 

my joy overleapeth the croſs, it is bounded and terminate u- 

pon Chriſt. I know the ſun will over-cloud and eclipſe, ,and L 

mall again be put to walk in the ſhadow : but Chriſt muſt be 
welcome to come and go as he thinketh meet; yet he would be 
more welcome to me, I trow, to come than go: and, L hope, - 

he pitieth and pardoneth me, in caſting apples to me, at ſuch a 
fainting time as this; holy and bleſſed is his name. It was not. 

my flattering of Chriſt, that drew a kiſs from his mouth; but 

he would ſend me as a ſpy into this wilderneſs of ſuffering, to 

ſee the land, and to try the ford; and I cannot. make a lie of | 
Chriſt's crols ; I can report nothing but good both of him and | 
it, leſt others ſliould faint. I hope, when a change cometh, 
to caſt anchor at mid-night upon the Ro: K (which hehath taught 

me to know in this day-light) whither I may run, when 1 muſt 

ay my leſſon without book, and believe ip the dark. I am ſure, 

it is ſin to tarrow of Chriſt's good meat, and not to eat when 

he faith,” Eat, Oel. beige, and drink abundantly. If he bear 
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me on his back, of 7 in his arms over this ter, | hope 
for grace to ſet down both my feet on dry ground, when the 
way is better: but this is ſlippery ground; my Lord thought 
good I ſhould go by an hold, and lean on my Well-beloved's 
!houlder : it is good to be ever taking from him. I defire he 
may get the fruit of praiſes for doating and thus dandling me 
upon his knee: and I may give my bond of thankfulnets, fo 
bring 1 have Chriſt's back-bond again for my t relief, that I ſhall 
be ſtrengthened by his powerful grace, to pay my vows to him. 
But truly J find we have the advantage of the brae upon our e- 
Nemies : we are more than conquerors, through him who hath 


E loved 


gone * . — 2 * 
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loved us; and they know not wherein our ſtrength lieth. Pray 
for me; grace be with you. 


Aberdeen. Your brother in Chriſt, S. R. 
20. To my Lady BOYD: 

Madam, an; 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. The Lord hath 
brought me to Aberdeen, where I fee God in few. Thi, 
town hath been adviſed upon of purpoſe for me: it conſfiſteth 
of Papiſts, or men of Gallio's naughty faith; it is counted wil. 
dom in the moſt, not to countenance a confined miniſter ! but 
I find Chriſt neither ſtrange nor unkind ; for J have found nn. 
ny faces ſmile upon me ſince I came hither. JI am heavy and 
{ad, conſidering what is betwixt the Lord and my foul, which 
none ſeeth but he. I find men have miſtaken me: it would be 
no art (as I now fee) to ſpin ſmall, and make hypocriſy ſeem ; 
goodly web, and to go through the market as a faint among 
men, and yet ſteal quietly to hell, without obſervation ; ſo es. 
ſy is it to deceive men. I have diſputed whether or no [I ever 
knew any thing of Chriſtianity, - fave the letters of that name. 
Men fee but as men, and they call ten twenty, and twenty ab 
hundred ; but, O! to be approved of God in the heart, and 
in ſincerity, is not an ordinary merey. My neglects while I hal 
a pulpit, and other things whereof Fam athamed to ſpeak, meet 
me now, fo as God maketh an honeſt croſs my daily ſorrow; 
and for fear of ſcandal and ſtumbling, I muſt hide this day of 
the laws pleading : 1 know not, if this court, kept within my 
ſoul, be fenced in Chriſt's name. If certainty of talvation were 
to be bought, God knoweth if I had ten earths, I would not 
prig with God like a fool. I believed, under ſufferings for 
Chriſt, that I myfelf ſhould keep the key of Chriſt's treaſure, 
and take out comforts, when I lifted, and eat, and be fat; but 
] ſee now a ſufferer for Chriſt will be made to know himſelf, and 
will be holden at the door, as well as another poor ſinner ; an! 
will be fain to eat with the bairns, and take the bye board, and 
glad ſo. My blefling on the croſs of Chriſt, that hath. made 
me ſee this. Oh it we could take pains for the kingdom of bes- 
ven | but we fit down upon ſome ordinary marks of God's chi- 
dren, thinking we have done as much as will ſeparate us from 
a reprobate, and thereupon we take the play, and cry, Holy- 
day: and thus the devil caſteth water on our fire, and blunt- 
eth our zeal and care: but I ſee heaven is not at the next door; 
an I ſee, howbeit my challenges be many, I ſuffer for Chriſt, 
and dare hazard my ſalvation upon it; for ſometimes my Lord 
cometh with a fair hour, and O but his love be fweet, delight- 
t}, and comfortable! Half a kiſs is ſweet : but our doating love 
„nud be content of a right to Chriſt, unlefs we get poſſeſſi- 
Ol; 


— 
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on; like the man who will not be content of rights to bought. 
land, except he get alſo the ridges and acres laid upon his back, 
to carry home with him. However it be, Chriſt is wiſe ; and 
we are fools to be browden and fond of a pawn in the loof of 
our hand: living on truſt by faith may, well content us. Mad- 
am, I know your Ladyſhip knoweth this, and that made me 
hold to write of it, that others might reap ſomewhat by my 
bonds for the truth; for I ſhould defire, and aim at this, to 
have my Lord well ſpoken of and honoured, howbeit he thould 
make nothing of me, but a bridge over a water. Thus recom- 
mending your Ladyſhip, your fon, and children to his grace, 
who hath honoured you with a name and room among the liv- 
ad Ning in Jerulalem, and wiſhing grace to be with your Ladyſhip, 


ch reſt, | | 
he Aberdeen. | Hour Ladyſhip's in his ſweet Lord 
10 Jeſus, S. R. 


Tb 
21 Fe Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 


= Reverend and dear brother, 8 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I find great men, 
eſpecially old friends, ſcar to ſpeak for me; but my king- 
ly and royal Maſter biddeth me try his moyen to the uttermoir, 
and I ſhall find a ſriend at hand: I ſtill depend on him; his 
court is as before; the priſoner is welcome to him; the black 
crabbed tree of my Lord's croſs hath made Chriſt and my ſoul 
very entire; he is my ſong in the night. Lam often laid in the 
duſt with challenges, and apprehenſious of his anger; and then, 
if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, I cannot be heavier : 
and with much wreſtling I win into the King's houſe of wine, 
and for the moſt part, my life is joy, and ſuch joy through his 
comforts, as F have been afraid to ſhame myfelf, and to cry out, 
for I can ſcarce bear what I get : Chriſt giveth me a meaſure 
heaped up, preſſed down, and running over. And, believe it, 
his love paineth me more than prifon and baniſhment. I can- 
not get a gate of Chriſt's love. Had I known what he was keep- 
ing for me J would never have been fo faint-hearted. In my 
harveſt times, when all is loſt, the memory of his love maketh 
me think Chriſt's glooms are but for the faſhion: I ſeek no 


„. wore but a vent for my wine; I am ſmothered and ready to burſt 
. for want of vent! Think not much of perſecution; it is before 


you; but it is not as men conceive of it; my ſugared croſs forceth 

me to fay this to you, ye ſhall have wailed meat; the fick bairn 
| is oftentimes the ſpilt bairn : ye ſhall command all. the hout>:, 

"Il | hope ye help a tired priſoner to pray and praiſe: had I but 

the annual of annual to give to my Lord Jefus, it ſhould eaſe 

nM pain; but, alas, I have nothing to pay, he will get — 
2 0 
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of poor me: but I am wae, I have not room enough in my heat 
tor tuch a ſtranger.” I am not caſt down to go further North, 
I have good cauſe to work for my Maſter, for I am well paid 
-fore the hand; I am not behind; howbeit I ſhall not get ont 
mile more tiil my feet be up within the King's dining hall. 
have gone through yours upon the covenant; it hath edified my 
foul, and refreſhed an hungry man: 1 judge it ſharp, ſweet 
quick and profound: take nie at my word, I fear it get no lod. 
giag in Scotland. The brethren of Ireland write not to nie; 
caide with them for that: I am ſure that I may give you and 
tem a commiſſion (and I will bide by it) that you tell my belo 
ed, I am ſick of love. I hope in God to leave ſome of my ruſt 
and fyperfluities in Aberdeen; I cannot get an houſe in th 
town wherein to leave drink-ſilver in my Maſter's name, fave 
one only: there is no ſale for Chriſt in the North; he is like 
to lie long on my hand ere any accept him. Grace be with you, 
Aberdgen, © | Yours un his feveet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


22. To Mr. M ATTHEWMO WAT. 


Reverend and dear Brother, * 3155 5d 
Am a very far miſtaken man; if others knew how poor my 
ſtock were they would not think upon the like of me, but 
w:th compaſſion; for I am as one kept under a ſtrict tutor; 
would have more than my tutor alloweth upon me, but it is good 
that a bairn's wit is not the rule which regulateth my Lord Je- 
jus : Let him give what he will, it ſhall ay be above merit; and 
my ability to gain therewith, I would not wiſh a better ſtock 
(while heaven be my ſtock) than to live upott credit at'Chrilt's 
hands, daily borrowing :- ſurely running over love, that vali, 
huge, boundlets love of Chriſt (that there is telling in for man 
nd angel) is the only thing I faineſt would be in hands with: 
te knoweth I have little but the love of that love, and that! 
tnall be happy, ſuppoſe I never get another heaven, but only a8 
eternal laſting feaſt of that love: but ſuppoſe my wiſhes were 
j oor, he is not poor: Chriſt all the ſeaſons of the year is drop- 
ping ſweetneſs : if I had veſſels I might fill them, but my old 
1iven, and running out dith, even when Jam at the well can 
bring little away: nothing but glory will make tight and faſt 
dur leaking and rifty veſſels. Alas, I have ſkailed more of 
Chritt's grace, love, faith, humility, and godly ſorrow, than! 
lave brought with me. How little of the ſea can a child carry 
in his hand ? aslittle do I take away of my great ſea, my bound- 
lels and running-over Chriſt Jeſus. I have not lighted upon 
dne right gate of putting Chriſt to the bank, and making myſelf 
eh with him: my mifguiding and childiſh trafficking with that 
L atchiets earl, that heaven's jewel, the jewel of the Father's 
delights 


delights hath put me to a great loſs. O that he would take a 
th; loan of me, and my ſtock, and put his name in all my bonds, 
ad nd ſerve himſelf heir to the poor mean portion I have, and be 
ie WY countable for the talent himſelf ! Gladly would I put Chriſt in 
Iggy room, to guide all; and let me be but a ſervant to run er- 
ny WY 1a0ds, and do by his direction, let me be his interdicted heir. 
et, Lord Jeſus work upon my minority, and let him win a pupiPs 
x0. blefling. Oh how would I rejoice to have this work of my ſal- 
e; Nation legally faſtened upon Chriſt! A back bond of my Lord 
nd Jeſus, that it ſhould be forthcoming to the orphan, ſhould be 
vv BY iy happineſs: dependency on Chriſt, were my ſureſt way; if 
at cChriſt were my bottom I were ſure enough, 1 thought guiding 
lis of grace had been no art, I thought it would come of will; but 
've would ſpill my own heaven yet, if I had not burdened Chriſt 
ke WH with all. I but lend my bare name to the {ſweet covenant 
zu, Chriſt behind and before, and on either. fide, maketh all ſure. 
R; WE God will not take an Arminian cautloner free-will, a weather 
cock, turning at a ſerpent's tongue, a tutor that couped our 

father Adam unto us, and brought down the houſe and ſold the 

land; and ſent the father, and mother, and all the bairns thro? 
e carth, to beg their bread ; nature in the goſpel hath crak- 
tf ed credit. O well to my poor ſoul for evermore, that my Lord 
nt called grace to the council, and put Chriſt Jeſus with free 
1 merits, and the blood of God foremoſt in the chaſe, to draw. 
od finners after a, ranſomer! O what a ſweet block was it, by 
e way of buying and ſelling, to give and tell down a ranſom 
nl tor grace and glory to dyvours ] O would to my Lord I could. 
-l- dauſe paper and ink ſpeak the worth, and excellency, the 
1 high and loud praiſes of a brother ranſomer ! O the ran- 
kt; ſomer needs not my report; but oh, if he would take it, and 
n make ule of it! I ſhould be happy, if I had an errand to this 
n: world, but for ſome few years to ſpread proclamations and 
1 WJ vut-cries, and love-letters, of the highneis (the Highneſs for e- 
aa vermore) the glory (the glory for evermore) of the Ranſomer, 
re whoſe clothes were wet, and dyed in blood; howbeit, after I 
p- had done that, my ſoul and body ſhould go back to the mother 
1d nothing, that their Creator brought them once out from, as 
in from their beginning. But why ſhould I pine away, and pain 
it myſelf with wiſhes, and not believe rather, that Chriſt will hire 
of ſuch an out-caſt as I am, a maſterleſs body, put out of the houſe 
by the ſons of my mother, and give me employment and a cal- 
ry ling, one way or other, to out Chriſt and his wares to country 
d- buyers, and propoſe Chriſt unto, and preſs him upon ſome 
n poor fouls, that fainer than their life would receive him? You 
f complain heavily of your ſhort-coming in practice, and ventur- 
at ing on ſufferiag tor Chriſt : you have many marrows. For the 


5 Wl firlt, I would not put you off ſenſe of wretchedneſs; hold on, 
ts Chriſt 


1 
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Chriſt never yet flew a fighting, groaning child; more of that 
would make you won goods, and a meet prey for Chriſt. Alas! 
I have too little of it for venturing on ſuffering; I had not ſo 
much tree gear, when I came to Chriſt's camp, as to buy 
ſword; a wonder that Chriſt ſhould not laugh at ſuch a ſoldier 
I am no better yet; but faith liveth and ſpendeth upon our 
Captain's charges, who is able to pay for all; we need not pi. 
ty him, he is rich enough, Te deſire me alſo not to miſtake 
Chriſt under a maſk ; I bleſs you, and thank God for it; but 
alas] maſked or bare-faced, kiſſing or glooming, I miſtake him; 
yea, I miſtake him furtheſt when the maſk is off; for then [ 
play me with his ſweetneſs: I am like a child that hath a gol. 
den book, that playeth more with the ribhons, the gilding, and 
the picture in the firſt page, than it readeth the contents of it, 
Certainly if my deſires to my Well-beloved were fulfilled, I 
could provoke devils, and croſſes, and the world, and tente- 
tions to the field: but oh, my por weakneſs makes me ly be. 
hind the buſh and hide me. Remember my fervice and my 
blefling to my Lord; I am mindful of him as I am able; defire 
him from a priſoner, to come and viſit my good Maſter, and 
feel but the ſmell of his love: it ſets him well, howbeit he be 
young, to make Chriſt his garland ; 1 could not with him in a 
better cafe, than in a fever of love-ſickneſs for Chriſt. Re- 
member my bonds. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, + 
Aberdeen. | Turo in bis feveet Lord * 
1637. | H hug edi offs Neu 8. 
ä 23. To WILLIAM HALIDAT. 

b Loving Friend, | 4 ; Gs has . 5 3 
Received your letter: I will: ye take pains for ſalvation; 
miſtaken grace, and ſomewhat like converſion, which is 

not converſion, is the ſaddeſt and moſt, doleful thing in the 
world: make ſure of ſalvation, and lay the foundation ſure, for 
many are beguiled; ppt a low price upon the world's clay, put 
a high price upon Chriſt: temptations will come, but if they be 
not made welcome by you, ye have the beſt of it ! Be jealous o- 
ver yourſelf, and your own heart, and keep touches with God; 


let him not have a faint and feeble ſoldier of you; fear not to 


back Chriſt, for he will conquer and overcome: let no man 
ſcar at Chriſt, for I have no, quarrels at his croſs ; he and his 
croſs are too good guelts, and worth the lodging: men would 
fain have Chriſt good cheap, but the market will not come 
down; acquaint yourſelf with prayer; make Chriſt your Cap- 
tain and your armour; make conſcience of fiani::g when no 
eve ſceth you. Grace be with you. 
' Aberdeen. Yours in Chrift Feſus, 8. R. 
24. To 


[ i 
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24. To a gentlewoman after the death of her huſband. 


o Dear and loving. fifter, 


1 Know ye are minding your ſweet country, and not taking 
1 your inns (the place of your baniſhment) for your home; 
ir Wh is life is not worthy to be the thatch or out wall of your Lord 
i Jeſus his paradife, that he did ſweat for to you, and that he 
© eepeth for you; and ſilly and ſand-blind were our hope, if it 
it could not look over the water to our beſt heritage, and if it ſtaid 
; only at home about the doors of our clay houſe. I marvel not, 
Iny dear ſiſter, that ꝓe complain that ye come ſhort of your old 
» WE vreftlings, you had for a bleſſing, and that now you find it not 
d: bairns are but hired to learn their leſſon when they firſt go 
t. to ſchool: and it is enough that thoſe who run a race ſee the 
I Bi 2cld only at the ſtarting place; and poflibly they ſee little more 
„ot it, or nothing at all, till they win to the ring's end, and get 
a the gold in the loof of their hand. Our Lord maketh delicates 
and dainties of his ſweet preſence and love-viſits to his own, 
© but Chriſt's love under a vail is love; if ye get Chriſt, howbeit 
4 WY not the ſweet and pleaſant way you have him, it is enough; for 
© the Well-beloved comes not our way, he muſt wail his own gate 
a WF himſelf. For worldly things, ſeeing they are meadows and fair 
flowers in your way to heaven, a ſmell in the bygoing is ſuffici- 
ent; he that would reckon and tell all the ftones in his way, in 
a journey of three or four hundred miles, and write up in his 
. count book all the herbs and flowers growing in his way, might 
come ſhart of his journey. You cannot ſtay in your inch of time 
to loſe your day (ſeeing you are in haſte, and the night and 
your afternoon will not bide you) in ſetting your heart on this 
vain world: it were your wiſdom to read your count-book, and 
to have in readineſs your buſineſs againſt the time you come to 
death's water- ſide. I know your lodging was taken; your fore- 
runner Chriſt hath not forgotten that, and therefore you muſt 
| ſet yourſelf to one thing, which ye cannot well want. In that 
our Lord took your huſband to himſelf, I know it was that he 
might make room for himſelf; he cutteth off your love to the 
creature, that ye might learn that God only is the right owner 
| of your love, ſorrow, loſs, ſadneſs, death, or the worſt things 
| that are, except ſin; but Chriſt knoweth well what to make of 
them, and can put his own in the crofs's common, that we ſhall 
| be obliged to affliftion, and thank God, who learned us to 
make our acquaintance with ſuch a rough companion, who can 

hale us to Chriſt. You muſt learn to make your evils your great 

good, and to ſpin out comforts, peace joy, communion with 
Chriſt, out of your troubles that are Chriſt's wooers, ſent to 
ſpeak for you to himſelf. It is eafier to get good words, and a 
comfortable meſlage from our Lord, even from ſuch rough ſer— 
jJeants, 


44 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt. 2; 


jeants, as divers temptations. Thanks to God for eroſſes 
When we count and reckon our loſſes in ſeeking God, we find 
godlineſs is great gain. Great partners of a ſhip full of gold, 
are glad to fee the ſhip come to the harbour : ſurely we and our 
Lord Jeſus together have a ſhip-full of gold coming home, and 
our gold is in that ſhip. Some are fo in love (or rather in luſ}) 
with this life, that they ſell their part of the ſhip for a little 
thing: I would counſel you to buy hope, but fell it not, and 
give not away your croſſes for nothing; the inſide of Chriſt, 
croſs is white and joyful, and the far end of the black croſs i; ; 
fair and glorious heaven of eaſe : and ſeeing Chriſt hath faſtened 
heaven to the far end of the croſs, and he will not looſe the RE 
knot himſelf, and none elſe can (for when Chriſt caſteth a knot, 
all the world cannot loſe it) let us then count it exceeding joy, 
when we fall into divers temptations. Thus recommending you 
to the tender mercy and grace of our Lord, I reſt, 

Aberdeen. Your loving brother, 8. R. 
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25, To JOHN GORDON of Cardones younger 


Honoured and dear brother, = 7 


Wrote of late to you: multitudes of letters burden me nov. 

I am refreſhed with your letter. I exhort you in the bowel 

of Chriſt, ſet to work for your ſoul, and let theſe bear weight 
with you, and ponder them ſeriouſly ; 1ſt, Weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth in utter darkneſs or heaven's joy. 2d, Think whit 
ye would for an hour, when ye ſhall ly like dead, cold, blackened 
clay. 3d, There is ſand in your glaſs yet, and your ſun is not 
not gone down. 4th, Conſider what joy and peace is in Chriſty 
ſervice. 5th, Think what advantage it will be to have angels, 
the world, lite and death, croſſes, yea, and devils all for you, 
as the Kings ſerjeants and ſervants, to do your buſineſs, 6th, 
To have mercy on your ſeed, and a blefling on your houſe, 7th, 
To have true honour, and a name on earth that cafts a ſweet 
ſmell. 8th, How ye will rejoice when Chriſt layeth down your 
head under his chin, and betwixt his breaſts, and drieth your 
face, and welcometh you to glory and happineſs. gth, Imagine 
what pain and torture is a guilty conſcience; what ſlavery to 
carry the devil's diſhoneſt loads. Sin's joys are hut night dreams, 
thoughts vaponrs, imaginations and ſhadows. 11th, What 
dignity it is to be a Son of God. 12th, Dominion and maſte- 
over tentations, over the world and fin. 13th, That your 
enemies ſhould be the tail, and you the head. For your bairns 
now at reſt, I ſpeak to you and your wife (and cauſe her read 
this) 1ſt, I am witneſs of Barbara's glory in heaven. 2d, For 
the reſt, I write it under my hand, there are days coming on 
Scotland, when barren wombs and dry breaſts, and childle!s 
| parents, 
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arents, ſhall be pronounced bleſſed: they are then in x the lee 
f the harbour, cer the ſtorm come on. 3d, They are not loſt 
o you, that are laid up in Chriſt's treaſury in heaven. 4th, At 
he re ſurrection you ſhall meet with them; there they are ſent 
before, but not ſent away. th, Your Lord loveth you, who 
s homely to take and give, borrow aud lend. 6th, Let not 
airns be your idols; for God will be jcalous, and take away the 
dol, becauſe he is greedy of your love wholly, I bleſs you, 
our wife and children. Grace for evermore be with you. 


w»% > 23q © 


Aberdeen. ,* * Ds, Your loving paſtor, 8. R. | 
— . 
26. To JOHN GORDON of Cardonefs «der. 


Honoured and deareſt i in the Lord, 


OUR letter hath refreſhed my ſoul. . N joy is ful6lled, 

if Chriſt and ye be faſt together : ye are my joy and my 
ron; ye know [ have recommended his love to you. I de- 
the world, Satan and fin. His love hath. neither brim nor 
bottom in it. My deareſt in Chriſt, I write my ſoul's defire to 
ou; heaven is not at the next door I find Chriſt ianity an hard 
alk : ſet to it in your evening; we would all keep: both Chriſt- 
nd our right eye, our right hand and foot; but it will not be 
ith us. I beſeech you, by the mercies of God, and your com- 
earance before Chriſt, look Chriſt's e and your o-õn 
ogether, and collation them; give the remnant of your time 
o your ſoul; this great idol - god, the world, will be lying in 
hite aſhes, in the day of your compearance; and why ſhould 
ight dreams, and day ſhadows, and water froth, and May 
lowers run away with your heart? When we win to the water 
ide, and black death's river brink, and put our foot in the boat, 
xe ſhall laugh at our folly, Sir, I recommend. unto. yon the 
houghts of death, and. how ye could wiſh your ſoul to be When 
ve thall ly cold, blue, ll-imelling clay. For any hireling to be 
atruded, I, being the king's priſoner, cannot ſay much; bat, 
Lod's miniſter, I deſire you to read Actw i. 15, 16. 0 the - 

nd, and Acts vi. 2, 3,4, $+.aDd, ye ſhall find God's people 

ſhould have a voice. in chuſing church-rulers and teachers I. 
x ſhall be ſorry, if willingly. ye ſhall, give way to his unlawful in- 
„ ruſion upon my labours, wee e God direct WV. ..Gad's. 
=O be with YOu, . -. | 1 1 | 
Aberdeen. "+ bs bf e Pving 581558 8. R, | 
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27. To EARLS FO UN hunger. 


Much honoured and «vell-beloved in the Lord, 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Your letters gave a 

dathto my lazineſs in writing, muſe fir rit tell you, there is 
not 


* 
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not fuch a glaſſy, icy, and ſkppery piece of way betwixt you 


and heaven, as youth: [| have experience to ſay with me here, 
and ſeal what I ailert; the old athes of the fins of my youth are 
now fire of ſorrow to me: I have ſeen the devil, as it were, dead 
and buried, and yet riſe again, and be a worſe devil than ever 
he was. "Therefore, my brother, beware of a green young de- 
vil that hath never been buried: the devil in his flowers (I mean, 
the hot fiery luſts and paſſions of youth) is much to be feared : 
better yoke with an old grey haired, withered, dry devil: for in 
vouth he findeth dry ſticks, and dry coals, and an hot hearth 
ſtone; and how ſoon can he with his flint caſt fire, and with his 
bellows blow it up, and fire the houſe ? Sanctified thoughts, 


thoughts made conſcience of, and called in, and keep in awe, 


are green fuel that burn not, and are a water for Satan's coal. 

Yet I muſt tell you, the whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven, 
and ſtanding before the throne, are nothing but Chriſt's forlorn 
and beggarly dyvours. What are they but a pack of redeemed 
ſinners? but their redemption is not only paſt the ſeals, but 
compleated, and yours is on the wheels, and in doing : all Chriſt's 
good bairns go to heaven with a boken brow, and with a crook- 
ed leg. Chriit hath an advantage of you, and I pray you let 
him have it, he ſhall find employment for his calling in you: if 
it were not with you as you write, grace ſhall find no ſale nor 
market in you; but ve mult be content to give Chriſt ſomewhat 
ado ; I am glad that he is employed that way; let your bleeding 
ſou] and your ſores be put in the hind of this expert Phyſician; 
let young and ſtrong corruptions and his free grace be yoked to- 
gether, and let Chriſt and your fins deal it betwixt then. I will 
be loth to put you off your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs; 
(I with it were more) there be ſame wounds of that nature that 
their bleeding ſhould not be ſoon ſtoopedy ye muſt take a houſe 
beſide the Phyſician : it ſhall be a miracle if ye be the firſt fick 
man he put away uncured, and worſe than he found you. Nay, 
yay, Chriſt is honeſt, and in that flvring free with ſinners, John 
vi. 37. And him that coed to me, {will in no viſe caſt out. Take 
ye that: it cannot be preſumption to take that as your own, 
when you find your wounds ſtound you; preſumption is ever 
whole at the heart, and hath but the truant ſickneſs, and groa- 
neth.only for the faſhion ; faith hath ſenſe of ſickneſs, and 


 looketh Ike a friend to the promiſes; and looking to Chriſt 


therein is glad to ſee a known face, Chriſt is as full a feaſt as 
can have to hunger. Nay, Chriſt, I ſay, is not a full man's 
}- avings z3 his mercy ſends always a letter ot defiance to all your 
tins, if there were ten thouſand more of them. I grant you it 
„ a hard matter for a poor hungry man to win his meat upon 
biden Chriſt ; for then the key of his pantry door, and of the 
hoe of vine, is ſecking, and cannot be had; but hunger 

mult 


muſt break through iron locks. I bemoan them not who ean 
make a din, and all the fields ado, for a loſt Saviour; ye muſt 
let him hear it, to fay fo, upon both fides of his head, when 
he hideth himſelf; it is not time then to be bird-mouth'd aud 
patient. Chriſt is rare indeed, and a delicate to a ſinner; he 
is a miracle, and world's wonder to a ſeeking and weeping fin- 
ner; but yet ſuch a miracle as will be ſeen by them, who will 
come and ſee: the ſeeker and ſigher is at laſt a ſinger and en- 
joyer 3 nay, I have ſeen a dumb man get an alms from Chriit. 
He that can tell his tale, and fend ſuch a letter to heaven as he 
hath ſent to Aberdeen, it is very like he will come ſpeed with 
Chriſt; it bodeth God's mercy, to complain heartily for fin. 
Let wreſtling be with Chriſt, till he ſay, How is it, Sir, that 
| cannot be quit of your bills, and your miſlearned cries ? and 
then hope for Chriſt's bleſſing, and his bleſſing is better than 
other ten bleſſings. Think not ſhame becauſe of your guilti- 
neſs : neceſlity muſt not bluſh to beg: it ſtandeth you hard to 
want Chriſt; and therefore that which idle on waiting cannot 
do, miſnurtered crying and knocking will do. And for doubt- 
ings, becauſe you are not as you were long ſince with your maſ- 
ter, conſider three things: 1ſt, What if Chriſt had ſuch totter- 
ing thoughts of the bargain of the new covenant betwixt you 
and him, as you have? 24d, Your heart is not the compats 
Chriſt faileth by: he will give you leave to ſing as you pleaf-, 
but he will not dance to your daft ſpring. It is not referred 40 
you and your thoughts what Chriſt will do with the charters 
betwixt you and him: your own miſveliet hath torn them; but 
he hath the principal in heaven with himlelf ; your thoughts 
are no parts of the new covenant ; dreams change not Chriſt. 
3d, Doubtings are your ſins, but they are Chriſt's drugs and in- 
gredients-that the Phyiician maketh uie of for the curing of 
your pride. Is it not ſuitable for a beggar to ſay at meat, God 
reward the winners? for then he faith, he knoweth-who bear- 
eth the charges of the houſe. It is alſo meet ye thould know 
by experience that faith is not nature's ill-gotten, baſtard, but 
your Lord's free gift that lay in the womb of God's free grace; 
praiſed be the winner. I may add a fourth, In the paſſing g: 
your bill and charters, when they went through the Mediator's 
great ſeal, and were concluded, faith's advice was not.fſoughs : 
faith hath not a vote beſide Chriſt's merits; blood, blood, dear 
blood, that came from your Cautioner's holy body, maketh that 
lure work. The uſe then which ve have of faith now (Raving 
already cloſed with Jeſus Chrilt for juſtification) is, to take out 
a copy of your pardon ; and ſo ye have peace with, God upon 
the account of Chriſt : for, ſince faith apprehendeth pardon, 
but never payeth a penny for it, no marvel that ſalvation. dota 
not die and live, ebb or flow with the working of faith. Bat, 

F 2 : because 
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becauſe it is your Lord's honour to believe his mercy and hi 
fidelity, it is infinite goodneſs in our Lord, that miſbelief giveth 
a daſh to our Lord's glory, and not to our ſalvation, And ſo, 
whoever want, (yea, howbeit God here bear with the want o 
what we are obliged to give him, even the glory of his grace by 
believing, yet) a poor covenanted finner wanteth not: but i 
guiltineſs were removed, doubtings would find no friend, not 
life; and yet faith is to believe the removal of guiltinefs in 
Chriſt. A reaſon why ye get leſs now (as ye think) than be: 
fore (as I take it) is, becauſe, at our firſt converfion, our Lord 
putteth the meat in young bairns mouths with his own hand; 
but when we grow to ſome further perfection, we mult take 
heaven by violence, and take by violence from Chriſt what we 
get; and he can, and doth hold, becauſe he will have us to 
draw. Remember, now ye mult live upon violent plucking 
+ Lazineſs is a greater fault now than long ſince; we love alwai 
to have the pap in our mouth. Now for myſelf; alas! I am 
not the man I go for in this nation; men have not juſt weights 
to weigh me in. Oh, but I am a ſilly feckleſs body, and over. 
grown with weeds; corruption is rank and fat in me. O if! 
were anſwerable to this holy cauſe, and to that honourable Prin- 
ce's love for whom I now ſuffer ! if Chriſt would refer the mat. 
ter to me, (in his preſence I ſpeak it) I might think ſhame to 
vote my own ſalvation: I think. Chriſt mi ght ſap, Think'ſt thou 
not ſhame to claim heaven, who doſt ſo little for, it? I am very 
often ſo, that I know not whether I fink o Tim in the water; 
J find myſelf a bag of light froth; I would bear no weight, (but 
vanity and nothings weigh in Chriſt's balance) if my Lord caſt 
not in borrowed weight and metal, even Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
to weigh for me. "The ſtock I have is not mine on.; I am but 
the merchant that traffics with other folks gaods : if my credi- 
tor Chriſt would take from me what he hath lent, I would not 
long keep the cauſeway ;. but Chriſt hath made it mine and his, 
I think it manhood to play the coward, and jouk in the lee-lide 
of Chriſt ; and thus I am not only ſaved from my enemies, but 
I obtain the victory. I am fo empty, that. I think. it were an 
alms-deed in Chriſt, if he would win a poor; priſoner's bleſſing 
for evermore, and fill me with his love, .I complain when 
Chriſt cometh, he cometh always to fetch fire, he is ever in 
haſte, he may not tarry ; and poor I (a beggarly dyvour) get 
but a ſtanding viſit and a ſtanding kiſs, and but, How doeſt thou! 
in the bygoing. I dare not ſay he is lordly, becauſe he is made 
a king now at the right hand of God; or is grown miſkenning 
and dry to bis poor friends; (for he cannot make more of his 
Eiſſes than they are worth :) but I think it my happinels to love 
the love of Chriſt : and when he goeth away, the memory of 
his ſweet preſence is like a feaſt in a dear ſummer. I have ro 
or 
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fort in this, that my ſoul deſireth that every hour of my im- 
priſonment were a company of heavenly tongues to praiſe him 
on my behalf; howbeit, my bonds were prolonged for many 
hundred years, O that I could be the man who could procure 
my Lord's glory to flow like a full ſea, and blow like a mighty 
wind upon all the four airths of Scotland, England and Ireland ! 
O if I could write a book of his praiſes! O faireſt among the 
ſons of men, why ſtayeſt thou ſolong away ? O heavens, move 
falt! O time, run, run, and haſten the marriage-day ! for love 
js tormented with delays. O angels, O 2 who ſtand 
before him, O bleſſed ſpirits who now ſee his face, ſet him on 
high ! for when ye have worn your harps in his praiſes, all is 
j00 little, and is nothing, to caſt the ſmell of the praiſe of that 
fair flower, that fragrant roſe of Sharon, through many worlds ! 
Sir, take my hearty coumendations to him, and tell him that 

| am fick of love, Grace be with you, 2 

Aberdeen, June 16, ä Yours in his faveet Lord, 
1637. | Jeſus, 8. R. 


28. To his Honoured and dear brother ALEXANDER GOR- 
DON f Kneckgray. 


Deareſt and truly honoured brother, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I have ſeen no letter 
from you ſince I came to Aberdeen; I will not interpret 
it to be forgetfulgeſs. I am here in a fair priſon. Chriſt is my 
ſweet and honourable fellow-prifbner, and his ſad and joyful 
Lard-priſoner, (if I may ſpeak ſo) I tbink this croſs becometh 
me well, and is ſuitable to me in reſpect of my duty to ſuffer for 
Chriſt ; howbeit not in regard of my deſerving, to be thus hon- 
oured. Hawever it be, I ſee Chriſt is ſtrong, even lying in the 
duſt, in priſon, and in baniſhment. Loſles and diſgraces are 
the wheels of Chriſt's triumphing chariot ; in the ſufferings of 
his own ſaints, as he intendeth their good, ſo he intendeth his 
own glory, and that is the butt his arrows ſhoot at; and Chriſt ' 
ſhootteth not at the rovers, he hitteth what he purpoſeth to hit: 
therefore he doth make his own feckleſs and weak nothings, 
and theſe who are the contempt of men, a new ſharp threſhing in- 
firument having teeth, to threfh the mountains, and beat them ſmall, 
and to make the hills as chaff, and to fan them, Iſa. xli. 15, 16. 
What harder ſtuff, or harder grain for threſhing out, than high 
and rocky mountains? but the ſaints are God's threſhing inſtru- 
ments to beat them all in chaff ? are we not God's leem veſſels! 
and yet when they caſt us over an houſe we are not broken in 
ſheards; we creep in under our Lord's wings in the great ſhower, 
and the water cannot go thro' theſe wings, It is folly then for 
men to ſay, that is not Chrilt's plea, he will loſe the wed-fee, 
men are like to beguile him: that were indecd a ſtrange 7105 
18 V 
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Nay, I dare pledge-my ſoul, and lay it in pawn on Chriſt's ſide 
of it, and be half-tiner half-winner with my maſter : let fool; | 
laugh the fools laughter, and ſcorn Chriſt, and bid the Weep. 
ing captives in Babylon fing us one of the ſongs of Zion, play 
. ſpring to chear up your-ſad-hearted God; we may ſing upon 
luck's head before hand, even in our winter ſtorm, in the ex. 
pectation of a ſummer ſun at the turn of the year; no created 
powers in hell, or out of hell, can mar our Lord Jeſus his my. 
fick, nor ſpill our ſong of joy; let us then be glad and rejoice 
in the ſalvation of our Lord: for faith had never yet cauſe to 
have wet cheeks, and hanging down brows, or to droop or die; 
what can ail faith, ſeeing Chriſt ſuffereth himſelf (with reve. 
rence to him be it ſpoken) to be commanded by it, and Chriſt 
commandeth all things? Faith may dance becauſe Chriſt ſings; 
and we may come in the quire, and lift our hoarſe and. rough 
voices, and chirpand fing, and ſhout for joy with our Lord Jeſus, 
We ſee oxen go to the ſhambles leaping and ſtartling ; we ſee 
God's fed oxen prepared for the day of ſlaughter, go dancing 
and ſinging down to the black chambers of hell; and why ſhould 
we go to heaven weeping, as if we were like to fall down through 
the earth for ſorrow ? it God were dead (if we may ſpeak lo, 
with reyerence of him who liveth for ever aud ever) and Chriſt 
buried, and rotten among the worms, we might have cauſe to 
look like dead folks; but the Lo#d livetb, and bleſſed be the rock 
of our ſalvation, Pſalm xviii. 46. None have right to joy but we; 
for joy is ſown for us, and an ill ſummer or harveſt will not ſpill 
the crop. The children of this world have much robbed joy 
that is not well come : it is no good ſport they laugh at : they 
ſteal joy, as it were, from God; for he commandeth them to 
mourn and howl ; then let us claim our leel come and lawfully 
conquiſhed joy, My dear brother, I cannot but ſpeak what! 
have felt ; ſeeing my Lord Jeſus hath broken a box of ſpikenard 
upon the head of his poor priſoner, and it is hard to hide aſweet 
ſmell ; it is a pain to ſmother Chriſt's love; it will be out whe- 
ther we will or not. If we did but ſpeak according to the mat- 
ter, a croſs ſor Chriſt ſhould have another name; yea, a crols, 
eſpecially when he cometh with his arms full of joys, is the hap- 
ieſt hard tree that ever was laid upon my weak ſhoulder. Chrilt 
and his croſs together are ſweet company, and a bleſſed couple. 
My priſon is my palace, my ſorrow is with child of joy, my lot- 
ſes are rich lofles, my pain eaſy pain, my heavy days are holy 
and happy days. I may tell a new tale of Chriſt to my friends. 
Oh if 1 could make a love- ſong of him, and could commend Chrilt 
and tune his praiſes aright ! O if I could ſet all tongues in Great 
Britain and Ireland to work, to help me to ſing a new ſong of 
my Welli-beloved ! O if I could be a bridge over à water for my 


Lo:d Jefus to walk upon, and keep his feet dry! O it my 2 5 
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t heaven could go betwixt my Lord and blaſphemy, and du 
onour! (upon condition he loved me.) O that my heart could 
this word, and bide by it for ever ! is it not great art and 
ncomparable wiſdom in my Lord, who can bring forth ſuch fair 
ples out of this crabbed tree of the croſs ? Nay, my Father's, 
-y-r enough admired providence can make a fair feaſt out of a 
lick devil; nothing can come wrong to my Lord in his ſweet 
rorking I would even fall found aſleep in Chriſt's arms, and 
ne ſinful head on his holy breaſt, while he kiſſeth me; were it 
it that often the wind turneth to the north, and whiles my 
veet Lord Jeſus is ſo, that he will neither give nor take, bor- 
o nor lend with me. I complain he is not ſocial; I half call 
im proud and lordly of his company, and nice of his looks; 
hich yet is not true. It would content me to give, howbeit he 
hould not take; I thould be content to want his kiſſes at fuck 
mes, providing he would be content to come near hand, and 
ike my werſh, dry, and feckleſs kiſſes : but at that time he 
ill not be entreated, but lets a poor ſoul ſtand ſtill and knock, 
nd never let on him that he heareth : and then the old leavings 
nd broken meat, and dry ſighs, are greater cheer than I can 
ell; all I have then is, that howbeit the law and wrath have 
otten a decreet againſt me, I yet lippen that meikle good in 
hriſt, as to get a ſuſpenſion, and to bring my cauſe in reaſon- 
g again before my Well-beloved. I deſire but to be heard, 
nd at laſt he is content to come and agree the matter with a 
ol, and forgive freely, becauſe he is God. Oh, if men would 
lorify him, and taſte of Chriſt's ſweetneſs ! Brother, ye have 
ed to be buſy with Chriſt for this whoriſh kirk: I fear leſt 
briſt caſt water upon Scotland's coal; nay, I know Chriſt and 
is wife will be heard, he will plead for the broken covenant, 
d you againſt that time. Grace be with you, 


1 
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et Aberdeen, Jure 16, | Tours in his ſaueet Lord 

e- 1030, | Feu, 8. R. 
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s 29. To the Lady KILCONQUHAIR. 

| Miftrefs, 4+ | 

e. RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad to hear 
{. that you have „our face homeward towards vour Father's 


ly ele, now when fo many are for a home nearer hand: but 
s. Per Lord calleth you to another life and glory thag is to be 
ſt and hereaway ; and therefore 1 would counſel you to make 
at Ne the charters and rights which ye have to ſalvation. You 
of me to this lite about a neceſſary and weighty buſineſs, to tryſt 
ay Nh Chriſ anent your precious ſoul, the eternal ſalvation of it: 
or N the mod neceffary buſineſs ye have in this life ; and your 
„it Hier adoes, beſide this, are but toys, and tcathers, and dreams, 

aud 
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aud fancies : this is in the greateſt haſte, and ſhould be done 
firſt, Means are uſed in the goſpel to draw on a meeting be. 
twixt Chriſt and you : if ye neglect your part of it, it is as if ye 
would tear the contract before Chriſt's eyes, and give up the 
match, that there ſhall be no more communing of that buſineſs. 
I know other lovers beſide Chriſt are in ſuit of you, and your 
ſoul wanteth not many wooers ;, but I pray you make a chaſte 
virgin of your ſoul, and let it love but one; moſt worthy is Chriſt 
alone of all your ſoul's love, howbeit your love were higher than 
the heaven, and deeper than the loweſt of this earth, and broad. 
er than this world. Many, alas! too many, make a common 
ſtrumpet of their ſoul, for every lover that cometh to the houſe, 
Marriage with Chriſt would put your love and your heart 

the gate out of the way, and out of the eye of all other unlaw- 
ful ſuitors ; and then you had a ready anſwer for all others, 1 
am already promiſed away to Chriſt, the match is concluded, 
my ſoul hath a huſband already, and it cantiot have two huſ. 
bands. Oh, if the world did but know what a ſmell the oint- 
ments of Chriſt caſt, and how raviſhing his beauty, even the 
beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of men, is, and how ſweet and 
powerful his voice is, the voice of that one Well-beloved ; cer- 
tainly where Chriſt cometh he runneth away with the ſouls love, 
ſo that they cannot command it. I would far rather look but 
through the hole of Chriſt's door, to ſee but the one half of his 
faireſt and moſt comely face, (for he looketh like heaven) ſup- 
poſe I ſhould never win in to ſee his excellency and glory to the 
full; than to enjoy the flower, the bloom, and chiefeſt excel- 
lency of the glory and riches of ten worlds. Lord, ſend me, for 
my part, but the meaneſt ſhare of Chriſt that can be given to 
any of the indwellers of the new Jeruſalem... But,I;know my 
Lord is no niggard ; he can, and it becometh him well to give 
more than my narrow ſoul can receive. If there were ten thou- 
ſand thouſand millions of worlds, and as many heavens full of 
men and angels, Chriſt would not be pinched to fupply all our 
wants, and to fill us all. Chriſt is a well of life, but who know- 
eth how deep it is to the bottom? This ſoul of ours bath love, 


and cannot but love ſome fair one: and Q, what-a fair one, 


what an only one, what an excellent, lovely, raviſhing one is 
Jeſus! Put the beauty of ten thouſand thouſand worlds of pa- 
radiſes like the garden of Eden in one; put all trees, all flow- 
ers, all ſmells, all colours, all taſtes, all joys, all ſweetneſs, all 


lovelineſs in one: O what a fair and excellent thing would that 


be? And yet it ſhould be leſs to that fair and deareſt Well-be- 
loved Chriſt, than one drop of rain to the whole ſeas, rivers, 
lakes, and fountains of ten thouſand earths, O but Chriſt Is 
heaven's wonder, and earth's wonder | What marvel that his 


bride ſaith, Cant. v. 16. He is altegether lovely? Oh that * 
| ouls 
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ſouls will not come and fetch all their love to this fair one !, O 
it could invite and perſwade thouſands, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand of Adam's ſons, to flock about my Lord Jeſus, 
and to come and take their fill of love ! Oh pity for evermore, 
that there ſhould he ſuch an ope as Chriſt Jeſus, ſo boundleſs, 
ſo bottomleſs, and fo incomparable in infinite excellency and 
ſweetneſs, and ſo few to take him!” Oh, oh, ye poor dry 


and dead ſouls, why will ye not come hither with your toom 
veſſels, and your empty ſouls, to this huge, and fair, and 


deep, and Tweet well of life; and fill all your toom veſlels ? 
Oh that Chrift thould be fo large in ſweetneſs and worth, and 
we ſo narrow, ſo pinched, fo ebb, and fo void of all happineſs, 
and yet men will not take him ! they loſe their love miſerably, 
who will not beſtow it upon this lovely One. Alas! theſe five 
thouſand years, Adam's fools, his waſter heirs, have been waſt- 
ing and laviſhing out their love and their affections upon black 
overs, and black harlots, upon bits of dead creatures, and bro- 
ken idols, upon this and that feckleſs creature; and have not 


brought their love and their heart to Jeſus, O pity, that fair- 


refs hath ſo few lovers]! O wo, wo to the fools of this world, 
who run by Chriſt to other lovers! Oh miſery, miſery, miſery, 
that comelineſs can ſcarce'get three or four hearts in a town or 
country! Oh thiat there is ſo much ſpoken, and ſo much writ- 
en, and fo much es era creatpre-vanity z nd ſo little ſpo- 


prehenſible, and never-enough-woridered at Lord Jeſus 


kening world } O blind! O beggarly,” and poor ſouls! O be- 
vicched fools } what aileth you at Chriſt, that you ruu ſo from 
kin? I dare not challenge providence, that there are ſo few 
buyers, and fo little ſalt for ſuch an exellent one as Chrift. 'O 
the depth, and O the height of my Lord's ways, that's paſt 
inding out!] hut oh if men would once be wiſe, and not fall fo 
in love with their den hell, as to paſs by Chriſt, and miſken 


tim ! but let eus come near, and fill ourfelves with Chriſt, and 
er his friends drink, and be drunken, and ſatisfy our Hollow 
ind deep defires with Jeſus. Oh come all and drink at this li- 


nog well z come drink and live for evermore, come drink and 


welcome 3 welcome, faith our faireſt Bridegroom : no man get- 
t&h Chriſt with ill-will, no man cometh and is not welcome, 


no man cometh and rueth his voyage: all men ſpeak well of 


Chriſt, who have been at him; men and angels who know him 


vill ſay more than I do, and think more of him than they can 
lv, O if I were miſted and bewildered in my Lord's love! O 


{1 were fettered and chained to it! O ſweet-pain, to be pain- 


td for a fight of him ! O living death] O good death ! O love- 
death, to die for love of leſus! O that I ſhould have a ſore 
8 cart 


ken, ſo little written, To little rhonght of my great, and 2 

vußb-wönder | Why 
ſhould I not curfe this forlorn, and wretched world, that ſuffer- 
eh my Lord Jeſus to ly his alone? O damned fouls! O miſ- 
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heart and a pained ſoul, for the wanting of the love of this and 
that idol! Wo, wo to the miſtaking of my miſcarry ing heart, 
that gapeth and crieth for creatures, and is not pained and cyt. 
ted, and tortured, and in ſorrow for the want of a foul-fill of 
Chriſt ! Oh that thou wouldſt come near, my Beloved 1 O my 
faireſt Qne, why ſtandeſt thou afar ! come hither, that I may 
be ſatiated with thy excellent love: O for an union! O for a 
fellowſhip with Jeſus ! O that I could buy with a price that love. 
ly One, ſuppoſe hell's torments for a while were the price! [ 
cannot believe but Chriſt will rue upon his pained lovers, and 
come and eaſe ſick hearts, who ſigh and ſwoonfor want of Chriſt: 
who dow bide Chriſt's love to be nice? What heaven can there 
be liker to hell, than to luſt and grein and dwine, and fall a. 
ſwoon for Chriſt's love, and to want it? is not this hell, and 
heaven woven through other? is not this pain and joy, ſweet. 
neſs and ſadneſs to be in one web, the one the weft, the other 
the warp ? Therefore I would Chriſt would let us meet and join 
together, the ſoul and Chriſt in others arms. O what meeting 
is like this, to ſee blackneſs and beauty, contemptibleneſs and 
glory, bighnefs and bafeneſs, even a ſoul and Chriſt kiſs one a. 
nother | Nay, but when all is done, I may be wearied in ſpeak- 
mg and writing; but O how far am I from the right expreſſion 
of Chriſt or his love ! I can neither fpeak, nor write, feeling, 
nor taſting, nox ſmelling : come feel, and ſmell, and take Chriſt 
and his love, and ye fhall call it more than can be ſpoken : to 


write how ſweet the honey-comb is, is not ſo lovely as to eat 


and ſuck the honey- comb: one nights reſt in a bed of love with 
Chriſt, will fay more than heart can think, or tongue can utter. 
Neither need we fear croſſes, or ſigh, or be ſad for any thing 
that is on this ſide of heaven, if we have Chrift : our croſſes 
will never draw blood of the joy of the Holy Ghoft, and peace 
of conſcience ; our joy is laid up in fuch a high place, as temp- 
tations cannot climb up to take it down: this world may boalt 
Chriſt, but they dare not ſtrike; or if they ſtrike, they break 
their arm in fetching a ſtroke upon a rock. O that, we could 
put our treaſure in Chriſt's hand, and give him, our gold to keep, 
and our crown. Strive, Miſtreſs, to throng. through the thorns 
of this life, to be at Chriſt ; loſe nat fight of him in this cloudy 
and dark day; ſleep with him in your heart in the night; learn 
not at the world to ferye Chriſt, but aſk himſelf the way; the 
world is a falſe copy, and a lying guide to follow. | Remember 
my love to your huſband I with all to him I have written here. 
The ſweet preſence, the long laſting good will of our God, th 
warmly and lovely comforts of our Lord Feſus be with you. 
Help me his prifoner in your prayers ; for I remember you. 
Aberdeen, Aug, 8. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, 8. K. 
| 30. 
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30. To the Lady FORRET. 
Worthy Miftreſs, ; 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to hear 


from you; I hear Chriſt hath been that kind as to viſit 
you with ſickneſs, and to bring you to the door of the grave; 


but ye found the door ſhut (bleſſed be his glorious name) while 


riper for eternity ;he will have more ſervice of you : and there- 
fore he ſeeketh of you, that henceforth ye be honeſt to your 
new Huſband, the Son of God. We have all idol love, and 
xe whoriſhly inclined to love other things beſide our Lord, and 
therefore our Lord hunteth for our love more ways than one or 
two, O that Chriſt had his own of us ! I know he will not want 


jou, and that is a ſweet wilfulneſs in his love; and ye have as 
good cauſe on the other part to be headſtrong and peremptory 


in your love to Chriſt, and not to part or divide your love be- 
twixt him and the world: if it were more, it is little enough, 
yea, too little for Chriſt, I am now every way in good terms 
with Chriſt, he hath ſet a baniſhed priſoner as a ſeal on his heart, 
and as a bracelet on his arm : that crabbed and black tree of the 
croſs laugheth upon me now; the alarming noiſe of the croſs is 
worſe than itſelf, I love Chriſt's glooms better than the world's 
vorm eaten joys, Oh if all the kingdoms were as I am, except 
theſe bonds] My loſs is gain; my ſadneſs, joyful ; my bonds, 
liberty; my tears, comfortable: this world is not worth a drink 
of cold water. O but Chriſt's love caſteth a great heat; hell, 
and all the falt ſea, and the rivers of the earth cannot quench 
it. I remember you to God; ye have the prayers of a priſon- 
er of Chriſt. . Grace, grace be with you, 
Aberdeen, March 9. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

o | JFiaſus, S. R. 

31. To the Lady K AS KIBER R. 
Madam, 9 — 4 | 
6 mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how 
A your Ladyſhip is. I know not how to requite your Lady- 
ſhip's kindneſs; but your love to the ſaints, Madam, is laid up 
in heaven: I know it is for your Well- beloved Chriſt's ſake, that 
ye make his friends fo dear to you, and concern yourſelf ſo 
much in them. I am in this houſe of pilgrimage, every way in 
good caſe ; Chriſt is moſt kind and loving to my ſoul. It pleaſ- 
th him to feaſt with his unſeen conſolations, a ſtranger, and 
an exiled priſoner : and I would not exchange my Lord Jeſus, 
vith all the comfort out of heaven; his yoke is caſy, and his 
burden light. This is his truth I now ſuffer for; for he bath 
lated it with his bleſſed preſence : lknow Chriſt ſhall yet win 
G 2 the 
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the day, ane gain the battle in rounds: Grace be wt it 
you | 
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32. To Mr, JAMES BRUCE, Miniſter "ef the Gopa, e. 
Reverend and vu beloted brother, oe pg ha 
RACE, merey and peace be to you... Upon the neareſ 
acquaintance, that we are Father's children, I thought 0 
good to write ta you, My cafe in my donds, for the honour, Me 
of my royal Prince and King Jeſus, is as "good | as | hecometh 1 
the witneſs of ſuch a ſovereign King. At my firſt | coming hi- 
ther, I was in great heavineſs; wreſtling with challenges, being 2 
burdened in heart (as Fam yet) for my filent ſabbaths, and for x ( 
bereft people, young ones, new- born, plucked from the breaſts, Wi 
and the childrens tablte-drawn.- I thought I was a dry tree caſt . 
over the dyke of the ve yard: but my ſecret conceptions of Wl, 
Chriſt's love, at his ſweet and long-defired- return to my ſoul, 
were found to be a lie of Chriſt's love, forged by the tempter, 
and my on heart; and I am perſuaded it was ſo. Now there 
is greater Peace, and ſecurity within than before ; the court is 
raiſed and diſmiſſed, for it was not fenced in. God's name. [ 
was far miſtaken who ſhould have ſummone Chriſt for unkind- 
neſs ; miſted faith, and my fever conceiyed' miſs of hj oY now, 
now, hei is pteaſet to feaſt a —_ priſoner, arid; co tefrel n me with 
wer arr ur glorious; ſo as the Holy Spirit is wirnels, that 
my fuffarings are for Chrift's truth 3 7 od forbid; 1 ſhould 
deny the teſtimony of the Holy Spirit, and make him a falle 
witneſs. Now Tre under my bar out of ſome ſmall Expe- 
rience,. that Chriſt's cauſe (even with the croſs) f is better than 
the king's crown; and that his reproaches are, ſweet, his croſs 
perfumed, the walls of my priſon fair key: large, my loſſes gain. 
I deſire you, 'my dear brother, help kry to" praiſe, and remem- 


ber me in your prayers to Gage” Grace, He be Sch you In 
Aberdeen, Mares 14, 1800 rr 4 bys "feet Za, 


| 1637, * 151 (019 0 4 nel 2 Feſus, 8. R. 
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Glatt mercy A beace be te to you 2 - 14 Jong. to. ; Bw how 
your ſoul proſpereth.. I exhort you to go on in your jour- 
Nev : your day is ſhort, and your afternoon, ſun will ſpon go 
down: make an end of your accounts with your Lord; for 
death and judgment are tides that bide no man: ſalvation is ſup- 
poſedi to be at the door, and Chriſtianity is thought an eaſy 
1. K; but I find it hard, and the way ſtrait and narrow, * 
7 
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t not that my guide is content to wait on me, and to care for a 
ired traveller. Hurt not your conſcience with any known ſin. 

Let your children be as ſo many flowers, borrowed from God: 
the flowers die or wither, thank God for a ſummer's loan of 
mem, and keep good neighbourhood, to borrow and lend 
Wyith him. Set your heart upon heaven, and trouble not your 
ſpirit with this clay-idol of the world, which is but vanity, and 
bath but the luſtre of the rainbow in the air, which cometh and 
both with a flying March-ſhower ; clay is the idol of baſtards, 
boot che inheritance of the children, My Lord hath been plea- 
ſed to make many unknown faces laugh upon me, and hath 
made me well content of a borrawed fire ſide, and a borrowed 
bed ; I am feaſted with the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, and my 
zoyal King beareth my charges honourably. I love the ſmell of 
Chriſt's tweet breath, better than the world's gold, I would 1 
had help to praiſe him, 'The great meſſenger of the covenant, 
the Son of God, eſtabliſh you on your Rock, and keep you to 

the day of his coming, 5 | 
Aberdeen, March 7s Ik Yours in his feveet Lord 

1637. A „ i bl 7 eſus, 8. R. 
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Werthy and much honoured, _ 
6 mercy and peace be to you. I received your let- 
ter from my brother, to the which I now anſwer particu- 
cularly. I confeſs two things of myſelf: iſt, Wo, wo is me 
that men ſhould' think there is any thing in me ! He is my wit- 
neſs, before whom I am as chryſtal, that the ſecret houſe de- 
ils, that bear me, too often company, that this fink of corrup- 
tion which J find within, maketh me go with low fails ; and if 
others ſaw what Leg they would look by me, but not to me. 
1d 
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2d, I know this, wer of his free grace behoved to be on me, 
aherways I, would. have .withered, I know alſo that I have 
need of a buffering. tempter, that grace may be put to exerciſe, 
and I kept low. Wort y and dear brother in our Lord Jeſus, 
| write that from my heart which ye now read: 1ſt, I vouch 
: that Chriſt, and ſweating amd phing under his croſs, is ſweeter 
to me by far than all tlie kingdoms in the world could poſſibly 
de. 2d, If you, and my deareſt acquaintance in Chriſt, reap 
ay fruit by my fuffering, let me be weights in God's even ba- 
lance, if my joy be not fulfilled. What am to carry the marks 
of ſuch a great King? But howbeit I am a ſink and finful maſs, 
i wretched captive of fin, my Lord Jeſus can hew heaven out 
worſe timber than I am (if worſe can be.) 3d, Inow rejoice 
"th joy unſpeakable and glorious, that I never purpoſed to 
ung Chriſt, not the leaſt hoof or hair-breadth of truth __ 

tryſting : 


- * 
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tryſting : I defired to have and keep Chriſt all alone, and that 
he ſhould never rub clothes with that black-ſkinned harlot of 
Rome. I am now fully paid home, ſo that nothing aileth me 
for the preſent, but love-ſickneſs for a real poſſeſſion of my 
faireſt Well-beloved. I would give him my bond under 

faith and hand, to friſt heaven an hundred years longer, ſo he. 
ing he would lay his holy face to my ſometimes wet cheeks. Oh, 
who would not pity. me, to know how fain I would have the 
King ſhaking the tree of life upon me, or letting me into the 
well of liſe with my old diſh, that I might be drunken with the 
fountain here in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! I cannot, nay, ] 
would not be quit of Chriſt's love. He hath left the mark be. 
hind where he gripped : he goeth away, and. leaveth me and 
his burning love to wreſtle together, and I can ſcarce win my 
meat of his love, becauſe: of abſence : my Lord giveth me but 
hungxy half kiſſes, which ſerve to feed pain, and increaſe hun- 
ger, but do not ſatisfy my deſires; his dieting of my ſoul for 
this race maketh me lean. I have gotten. the wail. and choice 
of Chriſt's croſſes, even the tithe and the flower of the gold of 
all croſfes, to bear witneſs to the truth; and herein find I li. 
berty, joy, acceſs, life, comfort, love, faith, ſubmiſfſion, pa. 
tience, and reſolution to take delight in on- waiting; and with- 
al in my race he hath come near me, and let me ſee the gold and 
crown: what then want I, but fruition and real enjoyment, 
which is reſerved to my country? Let no man think he ſhall 
loſe at Chriſt's hands in ſuffering for him. 4th, For theſe pre- 
ſent trials, they are moſt dangerous; for people ſhall he ſtolen 
off their feet with well waſhen and white ſkinned, pretences of 
igdifferency ; but it is the power of the great Antichriſt work- 
ing in this land. Wo, wo, wo de to apoſtate Scotland; there 
is wrath, and a cup of the red wine of the wrath of God Al- 
mighty in the Lord's hand, that they ſhall drink and ſpue, and 
fall and not riſe again. The ſtar. called wormwood and gall, is 
fallen in fountains, and rivers, and hath;made them bitter: the 
ſword of the Lord is:furbiſhed againſt the idol ſhepherds of the 
land; women ſhall bleſs the barren womb and miſcarrying breaſts; 
all hearts ſhall be faint, and all knees ſhall tremble ; an end is 
coming; the leopard and the lion ſhall watch over our cities; 
houſes great and fair ſhall be deſolate without an inhabitant : the 
Lord hath faid, Pray not for this people, for I Bave taken my peace 
from them: yet the Lord's third part ſhall come through the 
fire, as refined gold for the treaſure of the Lord, and the out- 
caſts of Scotland ſhall be gathered togerher again, and the wil- 
derneſs ſhall bloſſom as the flower, and bud, and grow as the 
the roſe of Sharon, and great ſhall be the glory of the Lord v- 
pon Scotland, gth, I am here aſſaulted with the learned and 


pregnant wits of this kingdom; but, all nonogr be to my yh 
| rj 
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truth but laughs at bemiſted and blind ſcribes, and diſputers of 
this world; and God's wiſdom confoundeth them, and Chrift 

triumpheth in his own ſtrong truth, that ſpeaketh for itſelf. 

6th, I doubt not but my Lord is preparing me for heavier trials . 
am moſt ready at the good pleaſure of my Lord, in the ſtrength” 
of his grace, for any thing he {ſhall be pleaſed to call me to: 
neither ſhall the laſt black-faced meflenger, death, be holden 
at the daor, when it ſhall knock. If my Lord will take hon- 
our of the like of me, how glad and joyful ſhall my ſoul be! 

Let Chriſt come out with me to an hotter battle than this, and 
| ſhall fear no fleſh; F know that my Maſter will win the day, 
and that he hath taken the ordering of my ſufferings in his own 
hand. 7th, As for my deliverance, that miſcarrieth; I am 
here, by my Lord's grace, to lay my hand on my mouth to be 
flent and wait on: my Lord Jeſus is on his journey for my de- 
liverance 3 I will not grudge that he runneth not fo faſt as I 
would have him: on waiting till the fwelling rivers fall, and till 
my Lord ariſe as a mighty man after ſtrong wine, ſhall be my 
beſt : I have not yet reſiſted to blood. Sth, O how often am I 
laid in the duſt, and urged by the tempter, (who can ride his 
own errands upon our lying apprehenſions) to ſin againſt the un- 
changeable love of my Lord: when 1 think upon the ſparrows 
and ſwallows; that build their neſts in the kirk of Anwoth, and 
of my dumb ſabbaths, my forrowfub blear'd eyes look aſquint 
upon Chriſt, ' and preſent him as angry. Bur in chis trial, all 
honour to our princely and royal King: faith ſaileth fair before 
the wind, with top-ſail up, and carrieth the poor paſſenger 
through. F lay inhibitions upon my thoughts, that they receive 
no ſlanders of iy only, only beloved: let him even ſay out of 
his own mouth, There is no hope; yet F will die in that ſweet 
beguile, It is not fo: I ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Let me 
be deceived really, and never win to dry land; it is my joy to 
believe under the water and to die with faith in my band grip- 
ping Chriſt: let my conceptions of Chriſt's love go to the grave 
with me, and to Rel with me, _ not; I dare not quit them. 
hope to keep Ckriſt's pawn £ ifhe never come to looſe it, let 
bim ſee to His owh-promiſe.” I know; preſumption; howbeit it 
be made of ſtoutnefs, will not thus be wilful in heavy trials, 
Now, my deafeft in Chriſt, the great meſſenger of the covenant, 
the only wiſe and all- ſuffieient Jehovah eſtabliſn you to the 
end. I hear the Lord hath been at your houſe, and hath called 
home your wife to her reſt. I know,; Sir, you ſee the Lord 
looſing the pins of your tabernacle, and wooing your love from 
: this plaiſtered and over gilded world, and calling upon you to 
make yourſelf ready to go to your Father's country, which ſhall 
1 de a (weet fruit of that viſitation. Ye know, to ſend the com- 
: forter, was a King's word when he aſcended on high: ye have 
0 | cũlaim 
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claim to, and intereſt in that promiſe. „ my l I 
Chriſt to your Father; ſhew him it is late and black tight wit 
him; his long lying at the water ſide is that he = his 
pers ere he take ſthippmg, and be at a point for is rl an. 
ſwer before bis Judge and Lord. All love, aft mercy, All grace, 
and peace, all multiplied faving conſolations, alt 70% and faith 
in Chriſt, all ſtability and confirming ſtrength of grace, and the 
good will of him that dv in the buſh be with you. 
Aberdeen, Jane 15, Tour ker Bb Rothe, in his 


1637. yy week rd Feſu. 16, 8. R 


PPT 
38. Te MARION MNAUCHT. 


- Worthy and deareſt in our Lord. "Wy On 
Ever loved (fince 1 knew you) that little vineyard, of te 
Lord's planting in Galloway, but now much more, ſince 
have heard that he, who hath his fire in Zion, and his furnace 
in Jeruſalem, hath been pleafed to ſet up a furnace mongſt you 
with the firſt in this kingdom: he who Fn oe 10 thing $ new 
ſeeing Scotland an old droſſy and xuſted kirk, is Beginning to 
make a new clean'bride of ker, and to bring a dung chaſte 
wife to himſeif out of the fire. This fire ank quenched, BY. 
ſo ſoon as Chriſt hath brought a clean ſpouſe area: the hre: 
therefore, my dearly beloved in the Lord, fear not a worm; Ml. 
fear not, worm Facob: Chriſt is in that lea char e an unbe⸗ 
p 


lieving heart, under the pain of treaſon apaitiſt' our* great and 
royal King Jeſus, to dependance by faith, rh juiet on waiting WI: 
on our Lord : get you into your chambers, an hüt the doors 
about you; in, in with ſpeed to your ſtrong Hold, ye priſoners . 
of hope: ye doves, flee unto Chriſt's windows till the indign- . 
tion be over, and the ftorm be paſt: glorify the Lord in your Ml 
ſufferings, and take his banner of love and ſpread over you ; 
others will follow you if they ſee you ſtrong in the Lord; their 
courage ſhall take life from your Chriſtian” carriage: look up 
and fee who is coming, lift up your head, he is coming to ſave, 
in garments dyed in blood,' and travelling in the Bae of 
his ſtrength. - I laugh, nne, Tleap for Toy y, to fee Chriſt com- 
ing to ſave you ſo'quickly.'” O ſuch wide ſteps Chriſt taketh 
three or four hills are but a ſtep to him; 'he'ſkippeth over the 
mountains. Chriſt hath ſet a battle betwixi his poor weak ſaints 
and his enemies, he wealeth the weapons for both parties, and 
faith to the enemies, take youa ſword of ſteel, law, authority, par- 
liaments, and kings upon your fide, that is your armour : and 

he ſaith to his ſaints, I give yo a feckleſs tree ſword in your | 
hand, and that is, ſuffering, receiving of ſtrokes, ſpoiling of 
your goods; and with your tree word you ſhall get and gain the 
victory. Was not Chriſt dragged through the ditches of deep 


diſtreſſes, and great ſtraits? and yet Chriſt, who is your _ 
ati | 
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jath win throngh with his life, howbeit not with a whole ſkin, 
Ye are Chriſt's members, and he is drawing his members tho- 
rough the thorny hedge up to heaven after him; Chriſt one day 
ill not have ſo much as a pained toe; but there are great pie- 
es and portions of Chriſt's myſtical body, not yet within the 
ates of the great high ciry, the new Jernſalem; and the dra- 
von will ſtrike at Chriſt, ſo long as there is one bit or member 
{ Chriſt's body out of heaven. [ tell you, Chriſt will make 
icy work out of old forecaſten Scotland, and. gather the old 
:oken boards of his tabernacle, and pin them, ancb nail them 
opether : but bills and ſupplications are up in heaven, Chriſt 
nt coffers full of them ; there lis mercy on the other ſide ef 
this his croſs ; a good anſwer to all- our bills is agreed upon. 
I muſt tell you what lovely Jeſus, fair Jeſus, King Jeſus hath 
lone to my ſoul z ſometimes he ſendeth me out à ſtanding drink, 
ad whilpereth a word through the wall; and Lam well con- 
tent of kindneſs at the ſecond hand; his bode is ever welcome 
ome? be what it will; but, at other. times he will be meſſenger 
imſclE, and I get the cup of {alvation- out of his own hand, (he 
ernking tõ me) and we: cannot reſt till we be in others arms; 
nd O how ſweet is a freſh kiſs from his holy mouth ! his bre1- 
thing that, erh before a kiſs upon my poor ſoul, is ſweet, and 
hath ng, Ta t, but. that.) it is too ſhort; I am careleſs and ftand 
not nivch or this, bowbeit loins, and back, and ſhoulders, and 
head rive in,Figces, in ſtepping up to my Father's houſe. I 


know my 14rd can make. long, and broad, and high, and Ears 6 


glory to his name, out of this bit feckleſs. body; for Chriſt 
looketh not what ſtuff he maketh glory out of. My d car'v be- 
loved, ve hay : aften refr ethed | me, but that is put up in my Maſ- 
ter's accongtꝭ; Ye. have him a debtor for me; but if ye will do 
ny thing for meß (as I. know ye will) now in my extremity, tell 
al my dear friends, t that 2 priſoner.i is fettered and chain'd in 
Chrilt's love 3. d never looſe the Fe' ters; and ye and they 
ogether- take m) bee ue ations to my Lord Jeſus, 
and thank him fo 2 POCX 21 feiend. I defire your huſband to read 
this letter; I lend "off! A priſoner's blefling; I will be obliged 
to him, f he will. be. bn aſuffer for my dear Maſter; RE 
ering is the profe Mir's « gplivn garinent 3. there ſhall be no loſ- 
_—_— Chriſt's fide of it. Ye have been witneſſes of much joy 
ktwixe Chriſt and me at conmyunion-feaſts, the remembrance 
mereof (howbeit I be: feaſted 1 in ſecret) holdeth my heart; for 
am put from the hoard- head, an the King's firtt meſs to his 
hoard, and his broken. meat 15 tweet unto me. I thanx my 
Lord for bor awed", crumbs, no leſs than v when [| was feaſted at 
the communion table i in Anwoth and Kirkcudbright. Prav that 
may get one day. of Chriſt in public, as ! have had long ſince 
before n. y eyes be cloſed. Oh that my Maſter would take up 
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claim to, and intereſt in that promiſe. Remem N 
Chriſt to your Father; ſhew him it is late and blac t i with 
him ; his long lying at the water fide is that he may b 
pers ere he take peng and be at a point for His kt an. 
ſwer before bis Judge and Lord. All doe alt mercy, all grace, 
and peace, all multiplied fiving conſplations, att 1g 10 Faith 
in Chriſt, all ſtability and confirming ſtrengthi of grace, and the 
good will of him that te in the buſti be with vou. 
Aberdeen, June 15, Tour” untworthy brother in hit 
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- Worthy and deuręſt I our Lord, 1 
Ever loved (finee T knew: you) that little” vineyard of " 10 
Lord's planting in Galloway,” but now müch more, fincel 

have heard that he, Who hath his fire in Zion, and His furnace 
in Jeruſalem, hath been pleafed to ſet up a farnac ond ths, you 
with the firſt in this kingdom: he who tar ol s new 
ſeeing Scotland an old droſſy and ruſted kirk, 15 120 lade to 
make a new clean'bride of Fer, and to bring & haſt 
wife to himſelf out of the Bree!" This fire falk be * 
ſo ſoon as Chriſt hath brought à xlean ſpou 5 5 "as Fa the fire: 
therefore, my deatly beloved in the Lofd, fear not à Worm; 
fear not, worm Jacob: Chriſt is in that ge an unbe⸗ 
lieving heart, under the pain of treaſon ut *preat and 
royal King Jeſus," to dependance by ach, god Uiet of waiting 
on our Lord: get you into your chambers, an hüt the doors 
about you; in, in with ſpecd to your ſtrong Hold, ye priſoners 
of hope: ye doves, flee unto Chriſt's wi 10 kill che indigna- 
tion be over, and the ſtorm be paſt: glorify the Lord in 125 
ſufferings, and take his batiner'of love and. ſpread over you; 
others will follow you if they ſee you ftrotip in the Lord; their 
courage ſhall take life from your Chriſtian carriage”! look up 
and ſee who is coming, lift up your head, he ig coming to ” 
in garments dyed in blood,” and travelling in the _ of 
his ſtrength. laugh, mne, 11 e ihn oy, to fee Chriſt com- 

ing to ſave you ſo quiekly. 0 fuck wide ſteps Chriſt taketh ! 
three or four hills are but a ſtep to him; 'he' ſkippeth over the 
mountains. Chriſt hath ſet a battle betwixt His poor weak ſaints 
and his enemies, he wealeth the weapons for both parties, and 
ſaith to the enemies, take youa ſword of ſteel; law, authority, par- 
liaments, and kings upon your fide, that is your armour : and 
he faith to his ſaints, I give yon a feckleſs tree ſword in you 
hand, and that is, ſuffering, receiving of ſtrokes, ſpoiling of 
your goods; and with your tre- word you ſhall get and gain the 
victory. Was not Chriſt dragged through the ditches of A 


diſtreſſes, and great ſtraits? and yet Chriſt, who is your 0 
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ath win through with his life, howbeit not with a whole ſkin, 
'e are Chriſt's members, and he is drawing his members tho- 
ough the thorny hedge up to heaven after him j Chriſt one day 
l not have ſo much as a pained toe; but there are great pie- 
es and portions of Chriſt's myſtical body, not yet within the 
gates of the great high city, the new Jeruſalema and the dra- 
on will ſtrike at Chriſt, ſo long as there is one bit or member 
F Chriſt's body out ot heaven. I tell you, Chriſt will make 
new work out of old forecaſten Scotland, and. gather the old 
broken boards of his tabernacle, and pin them, annail them 
together : but bills and ſupplications are up in heaven, Chriſt 
unh coffers full of them ; there is mercy on the other ſide ef 
his his croſs 3. a good anſwer to all our bills is agreed upon. 
| muſt tell you what lovely Jeſus, fair Jeſus, King Jeſus hath 
lone to m ſoul ; ſometimes he ſendeth me out a ſtanding drink, 
ad whiſpereth a word through the wall; and Lam well con- 
int of Kindnels at the ſecond hand; his bode-is ever welcome 
tome, be what it will; but at other times he will be mefſenger 
imſclf, and I get the cup of ſalvation out of his own hand, (he 
crinking tõ me) and we cannot reſt. till, we be in others arms; 
nd O how ſweet is. a freſh kiſs from his holy mouth ! his breu- 
thing that gogthy before. a kiſs upon my poor ſoul, is ſweet, and 
hath ng Halt but, that. it is too ſhort; I am careleſs and ſtand 
not much OK t is, kowheit loins, and back, and ſhoulders, and 
head rive in,Figces, in ſtepping up to my Father's houſe. I 
know my Lord can make long, and. broad, and high, and deep 
glory to his name, out of this bit feckleſs body; for Chriſt 
boketh not, what ituThe maketh glory out of. My dear be- 
loved, ye haye aften refrethed me, but that is put up in my Maſ- 
ter's acconpts zi, ve have him a debtor for me; but if ye will do 
my thing for mgz (s Lk pow ye will) now in my extremity, tell 
ly dear frignds, that à prifoner.is fettered and chain'd in 
Chriſt's love,; Ty d never looſe. the fe: ters; and ye and they 
ogether-take. my, E exrtieſt..commendations to my Lord Jeſus, 
md thank him for, a pogr trend. I defire your huſband to read 
is letter 3 J ſend bam priſoner's bleſſing; I will be obliged 
to him, if he wil be She 2a duffer for my dear Maſter ; fuf- 
ring is the per f:031%s. golden garment z there ſhall be no loſ- 
I on, Ch fades Ude of it. Ye have been witneſſes of much joy 


hetwixt * a #% is ay 1 5 : | EF 
t Chriſt and me at. communion-teaſts, the remembrance . 


mereof (howbeit 1 be;feaſted in ſecret) holdeth my heart; for 
lam put from the hogrd-head, and the King's firtt meſs to his 
w-hoard, and his broken.meat is ſweet unto me, I thank my 
Lord for orrgwed*cruntbs,. no lefs than when | was feaſted at 
"communion table in Anwoth and Kirkcudbright. . Prav that 
may get one day, of Chriſt in public, as I have had long ſince 

tore my eyes be cloſed. Oh that my Maſter would take up 

11 :  houlte 


62 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Epic. 30 


houſe again, and lend me the keys of his wine cellar again, and 
God ſend me borrowed drink till then ! Remember my love to 
Chriſt's kinſmen with you. I pray for Chriſt's Father's blefing 
to them all. Grace be with you; a priſoner's bleſiing be with 
you: I'write.it, and 1 bide by it, God ſhall be glorious in Ma- 
rion M*Naught, when this ſtormy blaſt ſhall be over. O wo- 
man beloved of God, believe, rejoice, be ſtrong in the Lord! 


Grace be thy portion. * 
Aberdeen, Jude 15, War brother in his ſaveet Lord 
1637. a . \\! Jeſus, 8. R. 


36. To JOHN GORDON at Riſco in Galloway. | 

My worthy and dear brother, er 3 i 1 

ISPEND not your fhort ſand-glaſs, which runneth very 

M faſt ; ſeek your Lord in time. Let me obtain of you 2 

etter under your hand, for a promiſe to God, by his grace, 10 

take a new courſe of walking with God; heaven is not at the 

next door; I find it hard to be 3 Chriſtian; there is no little 

thruſting and thronging to thrift in at heaven's gates; it 15. 
| caſtle taken by force: Many /ba!l ſtrive to enter in, and ſhall nat 
| be able. I beleech and obteſt you in the Lord make conicience 
of raſh and paſſionate oaths, of raging and ſudden avenging an- 

ger, of night-drinking, of needleſs companionry,, of bhath- 
breaking, of hurting any under you by pro or deed, of hating 

erve the kingdom of God as a (it- 


w 
your very enemies. Except 17 the | 
1 10 minded as a by e 1 Je cannot 
t i 


tle child, (aud be as meek and fol 
enter into, the kingdom of God © that is a word w ic thould touch 
N 21110 111.111 LI V+ Na | 
you near, and make you ſtoop and caſt ourfelf down, and 
make your great ſpirit fall, I know his wall pot Be e 
but L recommend it to. ou, as, you tender your part of the 
kingdom of heavan. Brother, I may, from, new experience, 
ſpeak of Chriſt to you. Oh if ye ſaw in him what I ſee Ar- 
ver of God's unſeen, joys have flowed from bank to brae over 
my ſoul fince I parted with you; I wiſh I wanted part, ſo being 
ye might have; that your ſoul, might be 55 of loye for Chriſt, 
or rather ſatiate with him: this clay-idol, the world, would 
ſcem to you then not worth, a fig; time will eat you out of pol 
ſeſſion of it: when the eye-ſtrings break, and the bycarh grow- 
eth cold, and the impriſoned ſoul looketh out at the window 
of the clay-houſe, ready to leap out into eternity, what then 
would ye give for a lamp full of oil; O ſeek it now. I deſir 
you to correct and curb banning, ſwearing, lying, drinking, 
ſabbath-breaking, and idle ſpending of the Lord's day in ab 
ſence from the kirk, as far as your authority reacheth in that 
parith. I hear a man is to be thruſt into that place, to the 
which l have God's right; I know ye ſhould have a "_ by 
w_; 
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God's word in that, Acts i. 15, 16. to the end, and Acts vi. 3, 
z. Le would be loth that any prelate ſhould put you out of 
your poifeMorn-earthly, and this is your right, © I write to your 
wife, "Grace with you 
Aberdeen, Marth 14, TLTaur loving paſtor, 
—_— to of = 18 1 8. R. 
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E eee 


Dear and Chriſtian Lady, | | ks... 
NY RACE; mercy and peace be to you. I longed much to 
write to your Ladythip';z but now, the Lord offering a 
fir occaſion, I would not omit to do it. I cannot but acquaint 
your Ladyſhip with the kind dealing of Chriſt to my ſoul, in 
this houſe of my pilgrimage, that your Lady ſhip may know 
Chriſt is as good as he is called: for at my firit entry into this 
trial, (being caſten down and troubled with challenges and jea- 
loulies of bis love, whoſe name and teſtimony I now bear in 
my bonds) I feared nothing more than that I was caſten over 
the dyke of the vineyard, às a dry tree; but, blefſed be his 
great name, the dry tree was in the flre, and was not burnt, his 
dew came down and; quickened the root of a withered plant; 
and now he is cothe again with joy, and hath been pleaſed to 
feaſt his exiletf ard a lieted prifoner with the joy of his conſo- 
lations: now I weep, but am not fad; Jam chaftened, but l 
die not; 1 Rave loss, but I want nothing: this water cannot 
drown me, this fire cannot burn me, 'becaufe of the good will 
of him that Uwelt in the bufhl. The” worſt things of Chriſt, 
his reproaches, his croſs, is better than Egypt's treaſures. He 
hath opened bis door, and taken into his houſe of wine a poor 
liner, and Rath feft me fo fick of lobe for my Lord Jeſus, that 
if heaven were at my diſpoſing, I woold give it for Chriſt, and 
would not be content to go te hlaben, except I were perſuaded 
Chriſt were there: I would mot giVe nor exchatige my bonds for 
the P. velvets 3 for my priſon for. their coaches ;' not my ſighs 
for all the worlds laughter; this clay idol, the world, hath no 
great court in th ſou : Chriſt hath come and run away to hea- 
len with my heart and my love, ſo that neither heart nor love 
o mine; I pray God, Chriſt may keep both without reverſion. 
in my eſtimation, as I am now diſpoſed, if my part of this 
world's clay were rouped and: ſold, I would think it dear of a 
drink of water. I ſee Chriſt's lobe is ſo kingly, that it will not 
abide a marrow ; it muſt have a throne all alone in the foul; 
and I fee apples beguile bairns, howbeit they be worm eaten; 
the moth-eaten pleaſures of this preſent world make bairns be- 
cv! ten is a hundred, and yet all that are here are but ſhadows ; 
they would draw by the curtain that is hanged betwixt them 
II 2 | and 


6.4 Me. RUTHERFOORD's Epiſt. gg. 
and Chriſt, they ſhauld think themſclves fobls who have % 
long, miſkenned'the Son of God. I ſeek no moren next to hey, 
ven, but that he may be gloriſied in a priſoner of Chriſt; ad 
that in my behalf many would praiſe his high N glorious name, 
who heareth the ſighing of the priſoner Remember my fer. 
vice to the Laird your huſband; and to your for my acquaint. 
ance: Iwith Chriſt had his young love, and that in the morni 

he would ſtart to the gate, tu ſeek that which tliis world knoy. 
eth not, and therefare doth not leck it. fF he bp: of on 
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38. Do the Right: Fuad Wy Lord gry paces 

Right Honorable. aud n my, ne 3 8 10. WY : (090 
RACK, mercy and. peace be to your, Lardſhip pad 

my boldneſs, to exprtfsrmyſelf to your Lordihip, at thi 

fo ncedful atime, whenyour wearied and triendleſs.nother-kirk 
is looking rauud about ber, to fee if any of her ſons doth ready 
bemone her defolation: therefore, my dear and worthy Lord, 
I beſeech you in the bowels: of Chriſt, pity that widowlike fifter 
and ſpouſe of Chriſt, I know, her huſband id pot dad, but 
he ſeemeth, to be in another country, and feethi wall, zd bo- 
holdeth who are his true and tender-hearted driendsz who ware 
venture under he Water te bring out to dry and finking truth, 
and who of the nobles; will x het their arm, 0, Ward a blow 
off the crow ned-head of our royal Lawgiver oho reigneth in 
Zion, who will piead and contend for Jacoby! in uh day of lis 
controverſy . It is now time, my worthy and noble Lord; fur 
you who, are the little nurſe-fathers (under qur daveroign Prince) 
to put on courage for the. Lord Jeſus, and to take up a fallen 
orphan, ſpeaking out of the duſt, aud to embrace n your arms 
Chriſths, baidgg he hath no more in Scotland that is the delight 
of his gyes, but that one little fitter, whoſe breaſts were once 
well-faſhionedz ue ance raviſhed her Well-beloved with ber 
eyes and, gyercame bim with her beauty4:3/ lacked: forth as the 
morning, fair as the maus, clear as the ſun, lernible af an army 
with bunners : her flaiurg aud like the paimtreesiiond her breaſis 
like cluſters. of grapes, aud be held the bing iu his galleries, Cant. 
iv. 9+ and vi. 10. and vii Gy 7 But now the crown is fallen 
trom her head, aud her gold waxed dim, and our white Naza- 
rites are become black as the coal. Bleſſed are they who will 
come out and help Chriſt againſt, the mighty; the. ſhields: of 
the earth and the novies are debtors ta Chriſt for their honour, 
and ſhould b. ing their glory and honour to the new Jeruſalem ; 
Rev. Xl. 24. A as that great wen {hould be ſo far from ſub- 
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jecting themſel ves to the ſweet yoke of Chriſt, that they burſt 
his bonds aſunder, and thiuk, they do not go on foot when 
Chriſt is on horſe back, and that every nod of Chriſt, command- 
ing as a king, is a load like a mountain of iron; and therefore 
they lay, This man ſhall nor reign over us, we muſt have ano- 
ther king than Chriſt in his oem houſe. Therefore kneel to 
Chriſt, and kiſs his Son, and let him have your Lordſhiip's vote, 
as your alone law-giver. Lam ure, uhen you ſeave this old 
walte inns of this periſhing life, and ſhallireckon with your hoſt, 
and depart hence, and take ſhipping; and make over for eter- 
nity, which is the yonder fide of time, and a ſund-glaſs of three- 
ſcore ſnort years is running out to look over your ſhoulder then, 
to that which ye have done, ſpoken, and ſuffered for Chriit, 
his dear brideſthat he ranſomed with that blood, which is more 
precious than gold, and for truth, and the freedom of Chriſt's 
kingdom; your accounts ſhall more fweetly ſmile and laugh 
upon you, than if you had two worlds of gold to deave to your 
poſterity. Omy dear Lord, contider that your maſter; eterni- 
ty, and judgmem; and the laſt reckonings will be upon us in 
the twinkling ot an eye: the blaſt of the laſt trumpet, no hard 
at hand, will ory down all acts of parliament, all the determina- 
tions of preteatiet aſſemblies; àgdinſt Chriſt our w- giver: 
there will be ſhortly a proclamatibn by orie ftänding im the 
clouds, that time ſhall be no more; and that court with kings 
of clay thalb cbe:1h@ more; and priſons, ' confitemients, forfei- 
tures of nobles, Wrath of kings, hazard of lands, houfes and 
name for Chriſt. hall be no more. This world's ſpan length of 
time is draum now tofeſs than half an inch, and to tlie point of 
the evening! of the day of this old and gray hair u world: and 
therefore be dixdd and faſt for Chriſt and his truth for a time; 
and fear not him hoſe life goeth out at his noſtrils, who ſhall 
die as a mani Þ um perſuaded Chrift is reſponſal, and law- 
biding, to make recomipence for any thing that is hazarded or 
given out for him oſſes for Chtriſt are but our goods given 
out in bank u Chriſt's hand. Kings earthly are well favoured 
little clay gods, time% idols 3 but a ſight of our inivifible King 
mall decry and darken all the glory of this world. At 
the day of Chriſt, truth ſhall de truth, and not treaſon: alas ! 
it is pitiful, that ſilence, when the thateh of our Lord's houſe 
hath taken fire; is now the flower and the bloom of court and 
ſtate-w iidom ; and to caſt la covering over a good profeſſion, 
( if it bluſhed at light) is thought a catmy and ſure way 
through this life; bur the fafeſt way, 1'am perfwaded, is to 
une and win with Chriſt,' and to hazard fairly for him ; tor 
heaven is but a company of noble venturers for Chriſt. I 
dare hazard my ſoul, Chriſt ſhall grow green and bloſſom as 
tic role of Sharon yet in Scotland; howbeit now his leaf ſeem- 
eth 
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eth to wither, and his root to dry up. Your noble anceſtor 
have been inrolled amongſt the worthies of this nation, as the 
ſure friends of the Bridegroom, and valiant for Chrift*: 1 hop 
ye will follow on to came to the ſtreets for the ſame Lord. Th 
world is ſtill at yea and nay with Chriſt. It ſhall be your gb. 
ry, and the ſure foundation of your houſe,” (now when houſs 
are tumbling down, and birds building their neſts, and 'thofys 
and briers are growing up, where nobles did ſpread a table) if you 
engage youx eſtate and nobility for this noble King Jeſus, wih 
whom the created powers of the world are ſtill in tops; all the 
world ſhall fall before him, and (as God liveth iy fo lifted 
up to take the crown off his royal head, or that refufeth to hold 
it upon his head, ſhall be broken from the ſhoulder blade: the 
eyes that behold Chrift weep in ſacktorh, and wallbw in hi 
blood, and will not help, even thefe eyes ſhall rot away in their 
eye holes. O if ye, and the nobles of this land, "faw the beauty 
of that world's wonder, Fefus our King, and the glory of him, 
who is angels wonder, and heaven's wonder for excelfency f Ol 
what would men think of clay eſtates, "of time-eaten life, of 
worc-tatenartd moth-eaten worldly glory, in comparifon' of 
that faireſt of God's creation, the Son of the faire(t delights.! 
have but fall experience of ſuffering for him; but let my judge 
and witneſs in heaven lay my ſoul in the balance sf juſtice, if! 
find not a young heaven, and à Httle paradiſe of gforipus'com- 
forts and ſoul-delighting Tove-kifles of Chriſt here beneath the 
moon, 'in' ſuffering for him and his truth: "and that the glory, 
joy, and peace, and fire of love, I thought hac beet kept wile 
ſupper<time; when we ſhall get leiſure to feaſt our fill upon 
Chriſt; T have felt it in glori6us beginnings, in my bonds for 
this princely Lord Jeſus. Oh! it is my ſorrow, my daily pain, 
that men will not come and ſee; f would naw be "aſhamed to 
believe, that it ſhould be poſſible for any ſoul to think that he 
could be a loſer for Chriſt, ſuppoſe he fhould ſend Chriſt the 
Lord ihip of Lindſay, or ſome füch great worldly eſtate. There- 
fore, my worthy and dear Lord, ſet now your face againſt the 
oppoſite of jeſus, and let your ſoul take courage to come under 
his banner, to appear as his 'foldier for Kit; Till the bleflings 
of a falling Kirk, the prayers of the priſoners of hope who wait 
for Zion's joy, and the'gb6d Wilt of him who dwelt in the buſh, 
and it burned not, ſhalt be with you.” 10 His ſaving grace | 
reccommend your Lordſhip, and your houſe, and (till am Chriſt's 
priſoner, and * ma | : 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7, Your Lordſbip's obliged ſervant in Bis 
1637. [ect Lord Jeſus, d. R. 
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309. To my Lord BOYD. 
My very boncurable and good Lord,  , 

RACE, merey and peace be to you. Tam glad to hear 
I that you, in the morning of your {hort day, mind Chriſt; 
and that you love the honour of his crown and kingdom. I 
reſeech your Lordſhip, begin now to frame your love, and to 
caſt it in no mould but one, that it may be for Chrift only; for 
when your love is now in the framing and making, it will take 
veſt with Chriſt-; if, any other than Jeſus get a grip of it, when 
+ is green and, young, Chriſt will be an uncouth and ſtrange 
world to you. Promiſe the lodging of your ſoul firſt away to 
Chriſt, and ſtand by your firſt coyenant, and keep to Jeſus, that 
he may find, you, honeſt. It is eaſy to maſter an arrow, and to 
ſet it right, ere the ſtring be drawn; but when once it is ſhot 
and in the air, and the flight begun, then ye have no power at 
to command it; it were a bleſſed thing, if your love could 
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bos level only at Chriſt, that his fair face were the black 
N of the mark ye ſhot at : far when your love is looſed, and 
sos of your grips, and in its motion to feteh home an idol, and 
« bath taken a whoriſh gadding journey, to ſeek an unknown and 
I (beage lover, ye ſhall not then have power to call home the ar- 
e v, or to be maſter of your love; and ye ſhall hardly give 
3 Chriſt what ye ſcarcely have yourſelf, I ſpeak not this, as if 
\ WI fouth itſelf could fetch heaven and Chriſt : believe it, my Lord, 


it is hardly credible what a neſt of dangerous temptations youth 
3; how inconſiderate, fooliſh, proud, vain, .heady raſh, pro- 
ebe and careleſs of God, this piece of your life is; ſo that the 
+ Wh «vil findeth, in that age A garniſhed and ſwept houfe for him- 
Wl ff, and ſeven devils worſe than bimſelf: for then affections 
M e on horfeback, lofty and ſtirring; then the old man hath 
fu blood, luſt, much will, and little wit, and hands, feet, wan- 
he Wl ion eyes, profane ears, as his ſervants, and as king's officers at 
he Wl ommand, to come and go at his will; then a green conſcience 
LF ſouple as the twig of a young tree; it is for every way, e- 
he WI "fr religion ; every lewd courte prevaileth with it;: and there- 
der lore, O what a ſweet couple, what a glorious yoke! are youth 
* and grace, Chriſt and a young man !; This is a meeting not to 
at be found in every town, None who have been at Chriſt can 
50 bring back to your Lordſhip a report anſwerable to his worth; for 
Chriſt cannot be ſpoken of, or commended according to his worth: 
come and ſee is the moſt faithful meſſenger to ſpeak of him; 
little perſwaſion would prevail where this were, It is impoſlible, 
in the ſetting out of Chriſt's love, to lie and paſs over truth's 
line: the ditcourſes of angels, or love-books written by the 
congregation of ſeraphims (all their wits being conjoined and 
| melted in one) would for ever be in the nether fide of truth, 


the 


aud plentifully declaring the thing as it is. The infivitenefs, | 
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the boundleſneſs of that incomparable excellency that is in Je. 
ſus, is a great word. God fend me, if it were but the relick; 
and leavings, or an ounce weight or two, of his matchleſs love; 
and ſuppole I never got another heaven (provided this bleſſed 
fire was evermore burning) I could not but be happy for ever, 
Come hither then, and give out your money wiſely tor bread; 
come here, and beſtow your love. I have cauſe to ſpeak this, 
becauſe except ye enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be a cold 
friend to his ſpouſe ; for it is love to the huſband that cauſeth 
kindneſs to the wife. I dare ſwear it were a bleſſing to your 
houſe, the honour of your honour, the flower of your credit, 
now in your place, and as far as ye are able, to lend your hand 
to your weeping mother, even your oppreſſed and ſpoiled mo. 
ther-kirk, If ye love her, and beſtir yourfelf for her, and ha- 
zard the Lordſhip of Boyd for the recovery of her vail (which 
the ſmiting watchmen have taken from her) then ſurely her 
huſband will ſcorn to ſleep in your common or reverence, Bis 
of Lordſhips are little to him, who hath many crowns on his 
head, and the kingdoms of the world in the hollow of his hand, 
Court, honour, glory, riches, ſtability of houſes, favour of 
princes are all on his finger-ends. O what glory were it to lend 
your honour to Chriſt, and to his Jeruſalem. Ye are one of 
Zion's born ſons ; your honourable and Chriſtian parents would 
venture you upon Chriſt's errands : therefore I beſeech you, 


by the mercies of God, by the death and wounds of Jeſus, by 


the hope of your glorious inheritance,. and by the comfort and 
hope of the joyful preſence ye would have at the water-ſide, 
when ye are putting your foot in the dark grave, take courage 
for Chriſt's truth, and the honour of his free kingdom; for, 
howbeit ye be a young flower, and green before the ſun, ye 
know not how ſoon death will cauſe you caſt your bloom, and 
wither root and branch and leaves; and therefore write up what 
ye have to do for Chriſt, and make a treaſure of good works, 
and begin in time. By appearance we have the advantage of 
the brae ; ſee what ye can do for Chriſt, againſt theſe who are 
waiting while Chriſt's tabernacle fall, that they may run away 
with the boards thereof, and build their neſts on Zion's ruins- 
They are blind who ſee not lowns now pulling up the ſtakes, 
and breaking the cords, and rending the curtains of Chriſt's 
(ſometimes) beautiful tent in this land : Antichriſt is lifting 
that tent up upon his ſhoulders, and going away with it; and 
when Chriſt and the goſpel are out of Scotland, dream not that 
your houſes ſhall thrive, and that it ſha'l go well with the no- 
bles of the land. As the Lord liveth, the flireams of your waters 
fhall become pitch, and the duſt of your land brimſtone, and your 


land ſhall berome burning pitch, and the owl and the raven ſhall 


d ꝛvell in your houſes aud where your table flood there ſpall grow 
briars | 
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briars and neitles, Iſa, xxxiv- 11, , The Lord gave, Chriſt 
and his goſpel as: a pan to Scotland; the watchmen have fal- 
en foul, and loft their part of the pawn; and who, ſeeth not, 
that God hath. dried up their right eye, and their right arm, 
and hath broken ſhepherd's ſtaves, and men are treading in 
their hearts upon ſuch unſavoury ſalt, that is good for nothing 
elle? If ye the nobles put away the pawn alſo, and refuſe to 
plead the controverſy of Zion with the profeſſed, enemies of Je- 
ſus, ye have done with it. Oh where is the courage and zeal 
now of the ancient nobles of this land, who with their ſwords, 
ind hazard of life, honour and houſes, brought Chriſt to our 
bands? And now the nobles cannot be but guilty of ſhoulder- 
ing out Chriſt, and murdering of the ſouls of their poſterity, if 
they ſhall hide themſelves, and lurk in the lee-ſide of the hill, 
till the wind blow down the temple of God. It goeth now un- 
der the name of wiſdom, for men to caſt their clokę over Chriſt 
ind their profeſſion, as if Chriſt, were ſtolen goods and durſt 
not be avouched d though this be reputed a piece of policy, yet 
God eſteemeth ſuch men to be hut ſtate fools and court gouks, 
whatever they, or other heads of wit like to them, think of 
themſelves ſince their damnable filence is the ruin of Chriſt's 
kingdom. O but it be true honour and glory to be the faſt friends 
of the Bridegroom, and to own Chriſt's bleeding head, and his 
forſaken cauſe, and. to contend. legally, and in the wiſdom of 
God, for our {ſweet Lord, Jeſus, and his kingly crown. But I 
vill delieve your Lordſhip wall take,Chriſt's honour to heart, 
and be a man in the ſtreets (as the prophet ſpeaketh) fe the 
Lord and his truth. To his rich grace and ſweet preſence, and 
the everlaſting conſolation of the promiſed comforter, I recom- 
bead your. Kordibig, and am; wo h nico 5d ay ids 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7 Laut in his feveet Lord 
t | | 1637. 4 ONS AS Feſus 8. R. 
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v * y very honourable and Chriſtian Lady, T7, 0 83- J 3 
s. Ad ACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your let- 
If ter, and am well pleaſed, that your thoughts of Chriſt ſtay 
auh you, and that your purpoſe ſtill is, by all means, to take 
o lie kingdom of heaven by violence, Which is no ſmall conqueſt; 
d Wit it is a degree gf watchfulneſs aud thankfulneſs alſo, to ob- 
\t eme ſleepineſs and unthankfulneſs. We have all good cauſe to 
- omplain of falſe light, that playeth the thief, and ſtealeth a- 
„ the lanthorn; when it cometh to the practice of conſtant 
„ ing with God, our journey is ten times a day broken in 
„Yen pieces; Chriſt getteth but only broken, and half. fed, and 
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been ſomewhat nearer the Bridegroom ; but when I draw nigh, 


and ſee my vileneſs, for ſhame | would be out of his preſence. 
gain; but yet deſire of his ſoul-refreſhing love putteth bluſhing 


me under an arreſt. O what am I, fo lothſome a burden of fin, 


to ſtand beſide ſuch a beautiful and holy Lord, ſuch an high and 
lofty one, who inhabiteth eternity But, fince it pleaſeth Chriſt 
to condeſcend to ſuch an one as me, let ſhamefacedneſs be laid 
aſide, and loſe itfelf in his condefcending love. I would heart. 
iy be content to keep a corner of the King's hall: Oh if I were 
at the yonder end of my weak defires | then ſhould I be where 
Chriſt my Lord and Lover lives and reigns z there I ſhould be 
ererlaſtingly ſolaced with the fight of his face, and fatisfied with 
the ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs of his matchleſs love: but truly now! 
ſtand in the nether ſide of my deſires, and with a drooping head, 
and panting heart, I look up to fair Jeſus ſtanding afar off from 
us, while corruption and earth ſhall ſcour and refine the body 
of clay, and rot out the bones of the old man of fin. In the 
mean time we are bleſſed in ſending word to the Beloved, that 
we love to love him; and till then there is joy in wooing, ſuit- 
ing, lying about his houſe, looking in at the windows, and 
ſending a poor ſouls groans and withes through -a hole of the 
door to Jeſus, till God fend a glad meeting: and bleffed be 
God, that after a low ebb, and to fad a word, Lord Jeſus it is 


long ſince I faw thee; that even then, our wings are growing, 


and the abſence of ſweet Jefus breedeth a new fleet of defires 
and longings for him: I know no man hath a velvet croſs, but 
the croſs is made of that which God will have it But verily, 
howbeit it be no warrantable market to buy a crots, vet I dare 
not ſay, O that I had liberty to fell Chriſt's croſs, leſt therewith 
alto I thould fell joy, comfort, ſenſe of love, patience, and the 
kind vitits of a Bridegroom : and therefore, blefied be God, ve 
get croſſes, unbought and good, cheap. Sure I am, it were 
better to buy croſſes for Chriſt than to fell them; howbeit nel- 
ther be allowed to us And for Chriſt's joyful coming and go- 
ing, which your Ladyſhip ſpeaketh of, I bear with it, as love 
can permit: it ſhonld be enough to me, if I were wiſe, that 
Chriſt will have joy and ſorrow halvers of the life of the ſaints, 
and that each of them thould have a thare of our days; as the 
night and the day are kindly partners and halvers of time, and 
take it vp betwixt them; but it ſorrow be the greedieſt halver 
of our days here, I know joy's day thall dawn, and do more 
than recompenſe all our ſad hours. Let my Lord Jeſus (ſince 
he will do fo) weave my bit and4pan-tength of time with whit? 
and black, well and wo, with the Bridegroom's coming and hig 
#4 departure, as warp and woof in one web; aud let the rot 
be neighboured with the thorn; yet hope (that maketh not ? 
ſhamed) hath written a letter and lincs of hope to the mourner 
in 
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Zion, that it ſhall not be long ſo: when we are over the water, 
Chriſt ſhall cry down croſſes, and up heaven for evermore; and 
then down hell, and down death, and down ſin, and down ſor— 
row; and up glory, up life, up joy for evermore. In this hope, I 
ſeep quietly in Chriſt's boſom till he come, who is not flack ; and 
would ſlecp fo, were it not that the noiſe of the devil, and ſin's 
feet, and the cries of an unbelieving heart awaken me ; but for 
the preſent, 1 have nothing whereof I can accuſe Chriſt's crols. 
Oh if I could pleaſe myſelf in Chriſt only ! -I hope, Madam, 
your ſons will improve their power for Jeſus ; for ,there is no 
danger, neither is there any queſtion or juſtling betwixt Chriſt 
and authority, though our enemies falſly ſtate the queſtion, as 
if Chriſt and authority could not abide under one roof; the 
queſtion only is betwixt Chriſt and men in authority. Autho- 
rity is for and from Chriſt, and fib to him; how then can he 
make a plea with it? Nay, the truth is, worms and gods of clay 
are riſen up againſt Chriſt. If the fruit of your Ladyſhip's 
womb be helpers of Chriſt, ye have good ground to rejoice in 
God. All your Ladyſhip can expect for your good-will to me 
and my brother (a wronged ſtranger for Chriſt) is the prayers 
of a priſoner of Jeſus, to whom 1 recommend your Ladylhip, 
and houſe and children, and in whom I am, ; : 
Aberdeen, Sept. 8. 1637. Madam, 
8 Lour Ladyſbip's in Chriſt, 8. R. 


„oοοοοοο e h 
41. To the Lady CULROSS. | 


Madam, ä 

RACE, mercy, and peace be to you. I dare not ſay I 
( wonder that ye. have never written to me in my bonds, 
| becauſe I am not ignorant of the caule ; yet I could not but write 
to vou. I know not whether joy or heavinefs in my foul carri- 
eth it away: ſorrow, without any mixture of ſweetneſs, hath. 
not often love-thoughts of Chriſt; but I fee the devil can inſi- 
nuate himſelf, and ride his errands upon the thoughts of a poor 
ditrefſed priſoner. I am wae that I am making Chriit my un- 
friend, by ſeeking pleas againſt him, becauſe I am the firſt in 
the kingdom put to utter ſilence, and becauſe I cannot preach 
my Lord's righteouſneſs in the great congregation. Iam, not- 
vithitanding, the leſs ſolicitous how it go, if there be not wrath 
in my cup But I know, I but claw my wounds when my Phy 
ſician hath forbidden me: 1 would believe in the dark upon 
luck's head, and take my hazard of Chriſt's good will, and reſt 
on this, that in iny fever my Phyſician is at my bed-fide, and 
that he ſympathiſeth with me when I Ggh. My borrowed houſe, 
and another man's bed and ſire-ſide, and other loſſes; have no 
roam in my forrow 3 a greater heat to cat out a leis fire, is : 
I 2 | Bok 
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good remedy for ſome burning: I believe, when Chriſt draw. 
eth blood he hath ſkill to cut the right vein ; and that he hath 
taken the whole ordering and diſpoſing of my ſufferings, Let 
him tutor me, and tutor my crofſes, as he thinketh good; 
there is no danger nor hazard in following ſuch a guide, howhe. 
it he ſhould lead me through hell, if I could put faith foremoſt, 
and fill the field with a quiet on-waiting, and believing ta ſee 
the falvation of God. I know Chriſt is not obliged to let mg 
iee both the ſlides of my crofs, and turn it over and over that! 
may fee all: my faith is richer to live upon credit, and Chriſt's 
borrowed money, than to have much in my hand, Alas! ] 
have forgotten that faith in times paſt hath ſtopped a leak in 
my crazed bark, and hath filled my ſails with a fair wind. 
ſee it a work of God that experiences are all loft, when ſum. 
mons of improbation, to prove our charters of Chriſt to be 
counterfeit, are raiſed againſt poor ſouls in their heavy trials; 
but let me be a finner, and worſe than the chief of ſinners, yea, 
a guilty devil, I am furemy Well-beloved is God; and when! 
{ay Chriſt is God, and my Chriſt is God, I have ſaid all things, 
I can ſay no more. I would I could build as much on this, my 
Chriſt is God, as it would bear! I might lay all the world upon 
it. I2zm ſure, Chriſt untried, and untaken-up in the power of 
his love, kindneſs, mercies, goodneſs, wiſdom, long-ſuffering 
and greatneſs, is the rock that dim-ſighted travellers. daſh their 
foot againſt, and fo ſtumble fearfully, But my wounds are 
foreſt, and pain me moſt, when I fin againſt his love and mers 
cy: and if he would ſet me and my conſcience by the ears to- 
gether, and reſolve not to rid the plea, but let us deal it be- 
_ twixt us, my ſpitting upon the fair face of Chriſt's love and mer- 
cies, by my jealouſies, unbelief and doubting, would be enough 
to ſink me. Oh, I am convinced, Q Lord, I ſtand dumb be- 
fore thee for this; let me be mine own judge in this, and I take 
a dreadful doom upon me for it; for I ſtill miſbelieve, though 
1 have ſeen that my Lord hath made my crols as if it were all 
chryſtal, ſo as I can ſee thorough it Chriſt's fair face and hea- 
ven, and that God hath honoured a lump of ſinful fleth and 
blood, the like of me, to be Chriſt's honourable Lord priſoner. 
I ought to efteem the walls of the Thieve's hole, (if I were hut 
up in it) or any ſtinking dungeon, all hung with tapeſtry, and 
moſt beautiful, for my Lord, Jeſus : and yet I am not fo ſhut up 
but that the ſun ſhineth upon my prifon, and the fair wide 
heaven is the covering of it. But my Lord in his ſweet vilits 
hath done more ; for he makes me find that he will be a con- 
tined priſoner with me; he lieth down and riſeth up with me; 
when I ſigh he figheth: when I weep he fuffereth with me: 


and I confeſs here is the bleſſed iſſue of my ſufferings already be- 


gun, that my heart is filled with hunger and deſire to have my 
gr! 150 
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glorified in my ſufferings. Bleſſed ye of the Lord, Madam, if 
ye would help a poor dyvour, and cauſe others of your acquaint- 
:nce in Chriſt help me to pay my debt of love, even real praiſes 
of Chriſt my Lord. Madam, let me charge you in the Lord, 
25 ye will anſwer to him, help me in this duty (which he hath 
tied about my neck with a chain of ſuch ſingular expreſſions of 
bis loving kindneſs) to ſet on high Chriſt, to hold in my honeſty 
at his hands: for I have nothing ta give him. O that he would 
arreſt and compriſe my love and my heart for all! I am a dy- 
vour, who have no more free goods in the world for Chriſt, ſave 


beſides. Lord give the thirſty man a drink. Oh to be over 
the ears in the well | Oh to be ſwattering, and ſwimming over 
head and ears in Chriſt's love I would not have Chriſt's love 
entering in me, but I would enter into it, and be ſwallowed up 
of that love, But I ſee nat myſelf here; for I fear I make more 
ot his love than of himſelf; whereas himſelf is far beyond and 
much better than his love. Ob if I had my ſinful arms filled 
with that lovely One, Chriſt ! Bleſſed be my rich Lord Jeſus, 


he filleth the veſſels of ſuch as will come and ſeek; we might 
beg ourſelves rich, (it we were wiſe) if we could but hold out our 
withered hands to Chriſt, and learn to ſuit and ſeek, aſk and 
knock. I owe my falvation to Chriſt's glory, I owe it to Chriſt 
and defire that my hell, yea, a new hell, ſeven times hotter 

far than the old hell, might buy praiſes before men and angels to 
my Lord Jeſus 3 providing always I were free of Chriſt's hatred 
and diſpleaſure, What am I to be forfeited and fold in foul and 
body, to have my great aud royal King ſet on high and extol- 
led above all? O if I knew how high to have him ſet, and all 
the world far, far beneath the ſoles of his feet! Nay, I deſerve 
not to be the matter of his praiſes; far leſs to be an agent in 
praiſing of him ; but he can win his own glory out of me, and 
out of one worſe than I, (if any ſuch be) if it pleaſe his holy 
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- majeſty ſo to do: he knoweth that I am not now flattering 
d bim. Madam, let me have your prayers, as ye have the prayers 
r. nd bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from his brethren. Grace, 
ut WT grace be with you, 

id Averdeen, Fune 15, Your own in his faeet Lord 

1p 1637. | Feſus, 8. R. 
de . PU = D D D De eee eee. 
ts 42. To the Earl of CASSILd. 
n- My very noble and honourable Lord, 5 

e; make bold (out of the honourable and Chriſtian report I 
e: hear of your Lordſhip, having no other thing to ſay, but 
e- that which concerneth the honourable couſe which the Lord 


m luth enabled your Lordſhip to profeſs) to write this, that it is 
: Your 


that: it is both the whole heritage I have, and all my moveables 


who ſendeth not away beggars from his houſe with a toom diſn; 
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your Lordſhip's crown, your glory, and your honour, to ſet 
your ſhoulder under the Lord's glory, now falling to the ground, 
and to back Chriſt now, when ſo many think it wiſdom to le 
him fend for himſelf. The ſhields of the earth ever did, and 
do (till believe that Chriſt is a cumberſome neighbour, and that 
is a pain to hold up his yeas and nays : they fear he takes their 
chariots, and their crowns, and their honour from them; but 
my Lord ſtandeth in need of none of them all : but it is your 
glory to own Chriſt and his buried truth ; for let men ſay what 
they pleaſe, the plea with Zion's enemies, in this day of Ja. 
cob's trouble, is, If Chriſt ſhould be King, and no mouth ſpeak 
laws but his ? It concerneth the apple of Chriſt's eye, and his 
royal privileges, what now is debated: and Chriſt's kingly hon. 
our is come to yea and nay. But let me be pardoned, my dear 
and noble Lord, to beſeech you by the merces of God, by the 
comfort of the Spirit, by the wounds of your dear Saviour, by 
your compearance before the Judge of quick and dead, to ſtand 
for Chriſt, and to back him. Oh, if the nobles had done their 
part, and been zealous for the Lord | it had not been as it i; 
now; but men think it wiſdom to ſtand beſide Chriſt till his 
head be broken, and ſing dumb. There is a time coming when 
Chriſt will have a thick court, and he will be the glory of Scot- 
land: and he ſhall make a diadem, a garland, a feal upon his 
heart, and aring upon his finger, of theſe who have avouchel 
him before this faithleſs generation; howbeit, ere that come, 
wrath from the Lord is ordained for this land. My Lord, I 
have cauſe to write this to your Lordſhip, for I dare not con- 
ceal his kindneſs to the ſoul of an afflicted, exiled priſoner: 
who hath more caule to boaſt in the Lord, than ſuch a ſinner as 
I, who am feaſted with the conſolations of Chriſt, and have no 
pain in my ſufferings, but the pain of ſoul-ſickneſs of love for 
Chriſt, and forrow that I-cannot help to ſound aloud the high 
praiſes of him who hath, heard the ſighing of the priſoner, and 
is content to lay the head of his oppreſſed ſervant in his boſom, 
under his chin, and let him feel the ſmell of his garments ! 
This I behoved to write, that your Lordihip might know Corilt 
is as good as he is called; and to teſtify to your Lordſhip the 
cauſe, your Lordſhip now profeſſeth before this faithleſs world, 
is Chriſt's, and your Lordthip ſhall have no ſhame of it. Grace 
be with you, 
Aberdeen, March 13, Your Lordſhip's oblidged 
1637. ſervant, S. R. 
43. To the much hyn1red JOHN OoBURN, Proveft of Ai. 
Much honoured Sir, 
RACE, mercy aud pe- be to yon. Upon our ſmall ac- 


quaintauce, an.l te good report 1 hear of you, coul 
| | | not 


gl. 44 LETTERS. "of 


not but write to you: T have nothing to ſay, but Chriſt, in 
that honourable place he hath put you in, hath intruſted you 
with a dear pledge, which is his own glory; and hath armed 
you with his ſword," to keep the pledge, and make a good ac- 
count of it to God. Be not afraid of men: your maſter can 
now down his enemies, and make withered hay of fair flowers: 
your time will not be long; after your afternoon will come 
your evening, and after evening, night. Serve Chriſt, back 
him, let has cauſe be your cauſe; give not an hair-breadth of 
truth away; for it is not yours, but God's. Then, ſince ye are 
going, take Chriſt's teſtificate with you out of this life, Well 
done, good And faithful ſervant. His well-done is worth a 
ſhipful of good-days and earthly honours. | have cauſe to ſay 
this, becauſe I find him Truth itſelf, In my fad days Chriſt 
laughed cheerfully, and faith, All will be done:- Would to 
God all this kingdom, and all that know God, knew what is 
betwixt me and Chriſt in this priſon ;, what kiſſes, embrace- 
ments, and love communings : I take his croſs in my arms with 
joy, I bleſs it, I rejoice in it: ſuffering for Chriſt is my garland 


; WH | would not exchange Chriſt for ten thouſand worlds ! nay (if 
1 WY the compariſon could ſtand) I would not exchange Chriſt with 
- heaven. Sir, pray for me; and the prayers and bleſſing of a 
$ priſoner of Chriſt meet you in all your ſtraits, Grace be with you. 
| Aberdeen. Marth 14, Yours in Chrift Feſus his 

, 1637. "TT" Lord, S. R. 
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44. To ROBERT GORDON Baillie of Air. 
Worthy Sir, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from 


10 you in paper. Remember your chief's ſpeeches on his 
Or drath-bed : I pray you, Sir, fell all, and buy the pearl: time 
vill cut you from this world's glory; look what will do you 
d good, when your glaſs will be run out: and let Chriſt's love 
n, bear moſt court in your ſoul, and that court will bear down the 
$ { love of other things; Chriſt ſeeketh your help in your place, 
ilt ire him your hand. Who hath more cauſe to encourage o- 


he thers to own Chriſt than I have? for he hath made me ſick of 
love, and left me in a pain to wreſtle with his love, and love is 
ace like to fall a ſwoon through his abſence : | mean not that he 
| deferreth me, or that I am ebb of comforts ; but this is an un- 
couth pain. Oh that I kad an heart and a love to render to him 
back again | O if principalities and powers, thrones and domi- 
= WT "ions, and all the world would help me to praiſe. Praiſe him 
Air. in my behalf. Remember my love to your wife. I thank you 
molt kindly for your love to my brother. Grace be with vou, 
Aberdeen, March 13, , Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 
K. 0 
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125 To JOHN KENNEDY, Baillie, of Air. 
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mercy and peace be unto you. Venn not waiting 
14 me cannot bind me, up from,remembring yan; now 
tha, that at leaſt ye may be a witne(s.and;a third mau te her 
hold in paper what is betwixt Chriſt and me- 1 _ 26 ünfhig tz, 
like a young orphan, wanting known parents, caſten put in 8 
open fields; either Chriſk behgyed ig tak un, Andie bei 
me home to his houſe and fire are had)died inthe, 
and now I. am homely with. 7 love, 40, bet wn the 
houſe A 1 anche — ſter dhe OA ae, Ohrid 
enquired not, .when, he * ee Twas fair, 
or blacks 9 Tae, Jorma Naben Rt x 0H 
loved me hefore/this time, know, A Jha flower, 
of his The bis; love i Form t94a-Fair, bl my Ikea zung bete 
opened up, of the green, legves, zud it; cast geben ſurong and fra, 
grant ſmell. .. (wank nothing; but ways of; —— Chriſty, 
love; a full veffal would, have a vent. „50 if could j{ongke.ou, 
and caſt out coals, tq make-a.firg in many areaſts, of ThIö lau 
O! it is/a pity, that,rhere were, agt many mpriſonc fo, Chriſt, 
for no other ure bug ty writs/þooks and love · ſongs pf tb 
love of Chrisi. I Nis would eren creed FPG EH, gens 
and angels e ON I buly.9ight, and dayg/ tO) {peak hint 
Alas Ian nothing. Of it, Hyt OMA at three. g hing in. 
his loye F ns Geber umps. of An hould get duch, 
love for weiten | $5<gndly. he weetneſß A. his love: gie 
over cithexito; peak; or wrize of jt; ʒ but it is ſoν t HRNU NN 
to Chriſt himſelt uothing can match N. Nax. EGhink 2 400d. 
could liye; eternaliy bleſfęd only gn; Cbriſt's oe and, leg. u 
no other thing qe, When Qhriſb ja eve, blows, it dot 
a ſou] gend manche kind of gomſort,and jpy ta{ity #0, 1 
cuff of the lovgly,, ſu et and. ſo hend erh Sw} And third 
What power and ttrength: is in, his ſove U Jam ꝙęr ſoaded it C 
climb a ſteep hill, and hell upon, its back , and, Mimithrgugh, 
water, aud ngt. drown ; aud ſingein the fire, andi find nN 
and triumph in, loſſes, , poſgns, arrows, ile 8] bse 
laugh and rejoice in, enth., (Oh. for a vers IlrglE, fi che ſenſe, 
of his love, without a cloud to dry bay Chrilh is; 1, Oh fap the, 
coming of the Brjdegrapp Oh when, will I fee he. b 
and the bride meet in the clouds, and x iſ each other U Qh when, 
will we get gur day, and eur hearts-fill gf thatilove 1; Ohh 
it were law ful to complain of hg, famine and want of, themen 
diate, viſion of God! O time, time, how doſt thgu torment the. 
ſouls of thoſe that would, be ſwallowed up of Chit” 10 love, he. 
cauſe thou moveſt ſo ſlowly). Oh if he would pity, a pr auß and, 
blow love upon me, and give a priſoner a taſte or 5 ght 0: of that, 
ſweetneſs, (which is glory as It, were ehe be. a confirmati? 


on, 
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n, that Chriſt and I ſhall have our fill of other for ever; come 
her, O love of Chriſt, that I may once kiſs thee before I die: 
hat would I not give to have time, that lieth betwixt Chriſt 
nd me, taken out of the way, that we might once meet? J 
annot think but at the firſt fight I ſhall ſee of that moſt lovely 
nd faireſt face, love ſhall come out of his two eyes, and fill me 
Ith aſtoniſhment ; I would but defire to ſtand at the outer fide 
ff the gates of the New Jeruſalem, and look through a hole of 
he door, and fee Chriſt's face : a borrowed viſion in this life 
ould be my borrowed and begun heaven, when the long, long 
ooked-for day dawn. It is not for nothing that it is ſaid, Col. 
27. Chrift in you the hope of glory, I will be content of no pawn 
heaven, but Chriſt himſelf; for Chriſt, poſſeſſed by faith 
ere, is young heaven and glory in the bud: if I had that pawn, 
| would bide horning and hell both, ere I gave it again. All 
re have here, is ſcarce the picture of glory i ſhould not we 
oung bairns, long and look for the expiring of our minority ? 
I: were good to be daily begging, propines and love gifts, and 
he bridegroom's favours ; and if we can do more, ſeek crumbs, 
and hungry dinners of Chriſt's love, to keep the taſte of heaven 
in our mouth, while ſupper- time. I know it is far afternoon, 
and nigh the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb; the table is cover- 
ed already, O Well-beloved, run, run faſt ! O fair day, when. 
wilt thou dawn | O ſhadows, flee away] I think, hope and love 


Loren through other make our abſence from Chriſt ſpiritual 
0 Wtorment ; it is a pain to wait on, but hope that maketh not a- 
WW ſhamed ſwalloweth' up that pain. It is not unkindneſs that 
1 keepeth Chriſt and us ſo long aſunder. What can I ſay to 
D Chriſt's love? 1 think more than I can ſay t to contider, that 
1 my Lord Jeſus may take the air (if I may fo ſpeak) and ge 
broad, yet he will be confined and keep the priſon with me; 
bor in all this ſweet communion with him, what am I to be 
"WM thanked for? I am but a ſufferer z whether 1 will or not, he 
Ny will be kind to me, as if he had defied my guiltineſs to make 
tþ him unkind 4 ſo he beareth his love on me. Here I die with 
i 


wondering, that juſtice hindreth not love; for there are none 


Min hell, nor out of hell, more worthy of Chrifi's love. Shame 
ay confound and fear me, once to hold up my black mouth, 
i to receive one of Chriſt's undeſerved kiſſes: if my inner-ſide 


| vere turned out, and all men ſaw my vileneſs, they would ſay 
io we, It is a ſhame for thee to ftand ſtill, white Chriſt kiſs thee 
and embrace thee ! it would ſeem to become me rather to run 
way from his love, as aſnamed at my own unworthineſs; nay, 
| may think ſhame to take heaven, who have ſo highly provo- 
ke. my Lord Jeſus : but ſceing Chriſt's love will ſhame me, I 
am content to be aſhamed, My defire is, that my Lord would 
85 e me broader and deeper thoughts, to feed mylelt uh won- 


K. &ring 
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45. To JOHN KENNEDY, Baillie Air.. 
Worth Sir, | yam t 367 A5:1rt} 10 9v0L W mai 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. Voun not waiting 
to, me cannot bind, me, up from remembring ya: now and, 
then, that at leaſt ye may be a witne(s.and/a third mau to her 
hold in paper what is betwixt Chriſt and me- IL was;imnjhis ye, 
like a young orphan, wanting known; parents, caſten put jn the, 
open fields; either, Chriſt behaved. to tak ups and, brigg 
me home to his houſe and fire-fide, gle I had digd inthe. fields 
and now I am homely with. Cbriſts loye; het il thinde the, 
houſe * e WHAT gy e 
enquired not, when, he began to love me, Hhethex I was fait, 
or black, or ſun-bhurnt ] Joys; rakeeh, u iti maych we. He 
loved me hefore this time, I know;, hut n J;baverthe, flower, 
of his love: hig love is come toa fair bloom, like a zung col: 
opened up, of the green leaves, and it caſteth ſtrong and fri, 
grant ſmell, . I want, nothing; but ways of, expreſfing,(Chril's, 
love; a full veſſel would. have a vent. O if i could Age ont 
and caſt out coals, tq make a, fire in, many hreaſts of this laut 
O! it is a pity, that chere were, agt many impriſoned for. Chritt, 
for no other purgoſe, but ty write books ang love: ſongs pt che 
love of Chriſt: This would keep all, created; tangugs fen 
and angels in. exerciſe, and, buly.gight. and day to) ſpea f iti 
Alas, | I can ſpeak; nothing, of it, but Monden at three hing ity 
his loye ; Firſt; Freedom.,., Q.that lumps. of in hond get doch. 
love for nathing } Secondly, The. iverine gf his love: ; ke, 
over eithęr to ſpeak, or write of it ʒ but it is ſo Sgety EAN Nr 
to Chriſt himſelf, nothing gan match in. „ Nay. Lchink 2404 
could live eternally bleſſed nn Cbxiſt's love and, HEN. up 
no other thing Jea, when Chriſt in loye giveth-4 blow, it doth- 
a ſoul good v ànd, it is à Kind of comfort and joy; tqſit, #0, geg. 
cuff of the lovely, ſweets and. ſoſt hand of qeſus / And thirdly, 
What power and ſtręngth is in, his ſove l, Lam perigvaged: it can 
water, aud nat drown z aud fingain the fire, andi find no pain; 
and triumph in, loſſes,  priſpns, arrows, exile digrace s and, 
laugh and rejoice in death., Oh. for a ye lg le of the ſenſe, 
of his love without a cloud to try what, Chriſt is; / Oh, fop the, 
coming of the Bridegrapyp | Oh when, will I ſeg the. Bridegrom 
and the bride meet in the clouds, and kiſ each other U Oh when, 
will we get gur day and eur hearts-fll of thattlove Oh ik 
it were lawful to complain of the famine and want of, the uune: 
diate, viſion of God ! O time, time, how doſt chgu torment the 
ſouls of thoſe that would be {wallowed np of Chxiſt's love, he 
cauſe thou moveſt ſo ſlowly !. Oh if be would pity. a priſonęr, and. 
blow love upon me, and.givea,priſoner a taſte.or.draught of that 
ſweetneſs, (which is glory as it, were begun) to be g confirmatl' 


on, 


28 
fr. nr 06 


«„ — — _ — CL * 


piſt. 45. LETTERS 77 


n, that Chriſt and I ſhall have our fill of other for ever; come 
ther, O love of Chriſt, that J may once kiſs thee before I die: 
hat would I not give to have time, that lieth betwixt Chriſt 
nd me, taken out of the way, that we might once meet? J 
annot think but at the firſt fight I ſhall fee of that moſt lovely 
ind faireſt face, love ſhall come out of his two eyes, and fill me 
eith aſtoniſhment : I would but defire to ſtand at the outer fide 
ff the gates of the New Jeruſalem, and look through a hole of 
he door, and fee Chriſt's face : a borrowed viſion in this life 
ould be my borrowed and begun heaven, when the long, long 
ooked-for day dawn. It is not for nothing that it is ſaid, Col. 
27. Chrift in you the hope of glory, I will be content of no pawn 
f heaven, but Chriſt himſelf; for Chriſt, poſſeſſed by faith 
here, is young heaven and glory in the bud: if I had that pawn, 
| would bide horning and hell both, ere I gave it again. All 
re have here, is ſcarce the picture of glory i ſhould not we 
young bairns, long and look for the expiring of our minority ? 
I: were good to be daily begging, propines and love gifts, and 
he bridegroom's favours and if we can do more, ſeek crumbs, 
and hungry dinners of Chriſt's love, to keep the taſte of heaven 
in our mouth, while ſupper- time. I know it is far afternoon, 
and nigh the marriage - ſupper of the Lamb; the table is cover- 


„ed already. O Well-beloved, run, run faſt ! O fair day, when. 
vit thou dawn | O ſhadows, flee away | I think, hope and love 
WM woren through other inake out abſence from Chriſt {piritual 
51 


torment; it is a pain to wait on, but hope that maketh not a- 
ſhamed ſwalloweth up that pain. It is not unkindneſs that 
11 keepeth Chriſt and us fo long aſunder. What can I fay to 
7) BW Chriſt's love? I think more than I can ſayt to contider, that 
1 my Lord Jeſus may take the air (if I may fo ſpeak) and go 
abroad, yet he will be confined and keep the priſon with me; 
ol WW but in all this ſweet communion with him, what am I to be 
2 WW thanked for? I am but a ſufferer ; whether I will or not, he 
„on be kind to me, as if he had defied my guiltineſs to make 
1 him unkind 4 fo. he beareth his love on me. Here I die with 
WM vondering, that juſtice hindreth not love; for there are none 


fi in hell, nor out of hell, more worthy of Chrifi's love. Shame 
05 my con found and fear me, once to hold up my black mouth, 
mo receive one of Chriſt's undeſerved kiſſes: if my inner- ſide 


| vere turned out, and all men {aw my vileneſs, they would ſay 
| to me, It is a ſhame for thee to ftand {ti}, while Chriſti kits thee 

ind embrace thee : it would ſeem to become me rather to run 
he Way from his love, as aſhamed at my own unvorthinels ; nay, 
1 | may think ſhame to take heaven, who have fo highly provo- 

WW *! my Lord Jeſus : but ſeeing Chriſt's love will ſhame me, I 
am content to be aſhamed, My deſire is, that my Lord would 
„r Me broader and deeper thoughts, to feed mylelf vi} won- 
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be dyvours together; and the bleſſings of chat houſe · full, or 


Chriſt's houſe! But this nation hath forſaken the fountain of 


\ _— 


my ſoul loveth, there is a gait yet of finding. gut Chriſt, that! 


- foon are we pleaſed with our ſhadow in a glafs In It were ge 


| know the power of godlinets This is one part of my caſe ; 206 
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dring at his love: I would I could weigh it, but I have no bal. 
ance for it. When I have worn my tongue to the ſtump; in 

praifing of Chriſt, I have done nothing to him; I muſt let him 
alone, for my withered arms will not go about his high, wide, 
long and broad love. What remaineth then, but that my debt 
to the love of Chriſt ly unpaid for all eternity? All that are in 
heaven are black ſhamed with his love as well as I; we muſt all 


heaven- full of dyvours, ſhall reſt for ever upon him. O if this 
land and nation would come and ſtand beſide his inconceivable 
and glorious perfections, and look in, and love, and wonder, 
and adore! Would to God Jcould bring in many lovers to 


living waters. Lord, caſt not water on Scotland's coal. Wo, 
wo wyl-be to this land, becauſe of the day of the Lord's fierce 
anger, that is ſo faſt n Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen. Tour affectianate brather is d 
| | | Lord: Jeſus, 8. N. 
== = = =Wk ===> = => ='= ==== == = === EE UA) nd dns ns 
46. Je JOHN 0 e ep eh Baillie of Air. 
Worthy and dear brother,” © t van 4995 1571104 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. 1 long to fee you in 
this northern world, in paper; I knowiit ãs not forget- 
fulnefs that ye write not, I am every way in good / caſey both 
in ſoul and body; all honour and- glory be to my Bord: Þ want 
nothing but a further revelation of the beaury of the unknown 
Son of God. Either I know not what Chriſtianity is, or ve 
have ſtinted a meaſure of ſo many ounce weights and no mote} 
upon holineſs; and there we are at a ſtay, drawing: our breath 
all our life: a moderation to God's way now, is much in re- 
queft. I wolele] have never taken pains to find out him hom 


_— ed Acacu — — I th. 8 —_ „ — — 1 a. nn "my a& «% nll... won einen — — * 1 — 1 


have never lighted upon. O if I could find it out! Alas t how 


to be beginning in fad earneſt to find out God] and to ban 
right tread of Chriſt. Time, cuſtom, and a good opinion of 
ourſelves, our good meaning, and our lazyo deſires; |! our fiir 
ſhows, and the world's gliſteriug luſtres, and theft broad pat} 
ments and butkings of religion, that bear bulk in the kirk, is 

that wherewith moſt ſ. at iy themſelves : hut a-watered bed with 
tears, a Ury throat with praying, eyes as a fountairrof tears for the 
{tins of the land, is rare to be found among us. O if we could 


cs my — — —— — — . * 


another is, that I, like a fool, ence ſummoned Chrift for un- 
kindneſs, and complained of his fickleneſs and unconftancy, be. 
cau'e he would have no more of my ſervice nor preaching, 3 


had caſten me out of the inheritance of the Lord: and dt 
CONIen 


m—_ — — Ao as 


r ww 9 ww 


. 
w_ 


a A n A =>» To. 9% 5 


7 7 


ce 
£92 * 


A . 7 


Epiſt. 475 rA S. 70 
confeſs this was but a bought plea, and I was a fool; yet he bath 
borne with me. I gave him a fair advantage againſt me, but love 
and mercy would not let him take it; and the truth is, now he 
bath chided himſelf friends with me, and hath taken away the 
maſk, and hath renewed his wonted favour in ſuch a manner, 
that he hath paid me my hundred fold in this life, and one to 
the hundred. This priſon is my banqueting houſe; I am han- 
dled as ſoftly and delicately: as a dauted child; 1 am nothing be- 
bind, 1 ſee, with Chriſt; he can in a month take up a year's 
loſſes: and Þ write) this to you that I may intreat, nay, adjure 
and charge youby the love of our Well. beloved, to help me to 
praiſe; and tu deli all your Chriſtian acquaintance to help me; 
for I am as \deeply: drowned in bis debt as any dyvour can be: 
and yet in this fair ſun- blink; i have ſomething to keep me from 
ſtartling, or hoingexalted above meaſure; his word is as. a fire 
ſhut up in myobowets, and am weary with forbearing. The 
miniſters in this: town are ſaying; they ſhall have my priſon chan- 
ged into laſs bounds, becauſe they ſee God with me; my mo- 
ther hath born mea man of contention, one that ſtriveth with 
the whole earth. The late wrongs and oppreſſions done to my 
brother keep my fails low; yet I dety croſſes to embark me in 
ſuch-a plea againſt Chriſt as I was-troubled with of late. T hope 
to ov er- hope and over believe my troubles: I have cauſe now to 
truſt Chriſt Scpromiſe, more than his gloom. Remember my 
hearty affections ta yourywife.!, My, daul is grievedifor the ſuc- 
cels ot our Þr ethyens-zourncy to New. England z but God hath 
lomewhat reveal thatwsrlce not Grace be with you. Pray 
tor the privgneryd uti -5NU0 s of to nee Hat cr; of + 
1 Aberdeen yr, feats”: bo (YELLS 185 916 9 » Yours: itt his only Lara \ 
43 O01 8 2 won YEW 2 Dor) 01 d0tstSh of « Jefets, 8. R. 
S NM mx = = = x = ===, === = == = == = 
141475129 dbARGAREED BALL AN TIN E, 
var I 300 11 bac bluog i ir Y mas honda! 19 hn 
ORAQE;] merry and. peace be unto you: it is more than 
time that Ilſhould have written to you, but it is yet good 
ume, if L could help your ſoub to mend your pace, and to go 
more ſwiftty td your cheavenly country; tor truly ye have need 
to make all haſte becauſe the inch of your day that remaineth 
vill quickly ſlip away g; for whether: we ſleep or wake our glaſs 
ronneth, the!tides bideth no man. Beware of a beguile in the 
mutter of your ſabeation : wo wo for evermore to them that 
ble thar prize; for arhat is behind; when the fon! is once loſt, 
dit that hunets warm their bits of clay-houles at a fire of their 
dun kindhng, for à day or two, which doth rather fuffocate 
Wh irs imoke than warm them; and at length they ly down in 
borrow, and are clothed with evedaſting ſhame? I would feck 
no fuctlior meaſure of faith to begin withal, than to believe rea:- 
= ly 
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nd ſtedfaſtlꝝ the doctrine of God's juſtice, his aide 
xath and excnaſting; buraings {where ſinnersbateo burntz! 
hody+. in a xiver and great lala of fire, bud irimiſienti: then 
they. would, with, no me gaot!s,:butithe:thouſandeh part vf4 
Ne fountain well a eoobtheit tongue the ybwiouldthenmbey 
qath, with couluringpt prin and-cormentidnds many! year 
hath created dcaps of xaip:fibee the creation ; but there it 
no ma of boywp-.eoc ſelling liſe or denth'theren Qbd Alas, the 
greate; partof.the MI run to the! placg:obthat/!tormeiir c. 
ies andi dancing gat ing drk ing and dee pbiga Bay con 
lel ta yo 155 e Kartehwtiwe too bei after Chriſt 4! for t ye 
Vitor 1895 „Cbxiſt is not far hefate youne ſh a bcertäke him 
od, what is ſo Hesdful awtbis;oSalvatidri, :flloution? 

Ty bon condemned and Oνν work; Hat woutd: give fd 
1 for ſalvation | Oh, if there were acꝗredinarket uf AaIvatien 
Re dere That days when the trumpet of God ſhatbawake 


7 dea many buyers would he then 2. BEGS 
ap finel Ber Kat Na ich the blind world (to 


hk ternal) lh 1 their fingers; therefore 
look if ye can give out your money (as.Ifajah ſheaketh 8 Iv, 
2:) Jor Þread, and lay Cbriſt aad his blaod/ in xt 
ven z, ks, dry and hungry part, af bairn u. gaedk, thut 
are hunting r-here; 2,1 Ben 
in e of 1 — NS they ole 
the. LL nd pul en alls dene, they Have edugheothidg 
5 8 but ly:downohungry ; and be ſicut g ih ey g0 
ot ey die, 2 a candle der Godiſaith tothe, 
F772 5 . uh hand, ye hal ly derum in forriws | nd 
truly nt ill; mage a bedaò ſy upon as, ene could wiſtrz for 
he cannot fleep Joundly,, gor reſt ſu et ho Hathiſorrow:for 
18 Pillpw... . Royze, reuze.pp thereforg y our uu, and afkchov 
Chriſt a | ygyr. foul mat. together: I am ſure, tht never got 
Chrſt t, wha wgre not once fick at che yolk of the henrtefor him: 
: 9955 1 hole .ſguls think; they; have met arith Chf it, 
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be Neutra wearigg night for the: want f / him 2 but alas, 
Ebat rießen are e e eee laſt might they bai 
Pk golg, pug, 5 We hey, auge jm the er ning they found it 
Vs þ Nas Iream | SIRI e fnversintheovonidy that 
? 4 25 ae bal go oo opbifirty hut a 
2 umb Hegyn _ $4; EySFy ene iaf;hys:hunt- 
ug A 05 A0 TN N TO @drgam yeaverecuan in that 
dag will-zell bis decay, J be frech 300 ih the LordJeſus, bowate, 
beate 9f.unfound work, „imthe matter, of your, alvation 3e 


may, npt,, Fe; FAN 125 ys Jo nt wan Chriſt .o then after this day 
conveen al your lovers before your ſoul, and give them their 


leave; and ſtrike hands with Chriſt, that thereafter there may 


be nc happineſs to you but Chrifl, no hunting for any * i | 
| | writs} 
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LEE er 
iſt no beds at night (when death cometh) but Chfift, Chriſt, 
Cnriſt; who had. but Chriſt ? I know this much öf Chriſt, he 
i not ill to be found, nor lordly of his love; wo Had been my 
part of it for -evermore; if Chriſt had made à dairity of Himfſelf 
o me: but God be thanked, I gave nothing for CHriſt; and 
now, L proteſt befure men and angels, Chriſt cannot be fold, 
Chriſt cannot be weighed: where would angels; or all the world 
61d, a balance to weigh him in? All lovers bluſf When ye ſtand 
beſide Chriſt ; WO up On alt love but the love of "Chriſt ; hun- 
ger; hunger for etermore, be upon all heaven but Chriſt; 
thamez! ſuame for evermore,” be upon all glory. Tery death u- 
yon all lives chin the fife-of Chriſt. O what is it that holdeth 
us aſunder . Othat once we could hade a fair meeting. Thus 
recommending: Chriſt to you, and you to him for evermore, I 
ces os 51507 eee eee nen 
Aberdei 169) Wu in bis ſweet" Lor Jeſus, S. R. 
Wada gaz Rl Ae LOW 3497 10 Bi A i, 9 


\ ting bald 2d} foidw ider OP ON 
A445, T AN ET KENNEDY; 
| Loving and dear! Sit | ee e HOIRY 
F peace de unto yon: Ireceived your let- 
AI ter: Ienow,'the ſavour of Chriſt in you (that the virgins 
love to foltow): cannot be blown'away with winds, either from 
hell, or therevilefmelled? air of this polluted world: fit far a- 
back from che walls of this poſt-houſe, even the pollutions of 
Ans defiling world; Keep your taſte, your love and hope in 
heaven z it lis mt igd ad; your love and your Lord ſhould be in 
too ſundryceuntries. Up, up after your Lover, that he and 
pe may be together A Kiug from heaven bath ſent for you; 
by faith the! {hewerh yd the New Jeruſalem, and taketh you a- 
longſt, in⸗theifpirit, through all the eaſe rooms, and dwelling- 
houtes in heaven; and ſait k; All theſe are thine, this place is 
for thee and Ohiriſt; and i ye only had been the choſen of God, 
Chriſt woulch have buitt chat one hotife for you and himſelf; 
now it is fort ybu and many dthers alſo: take with you in your: 
journey hat yd may carry with 'you, your conſtience, faith, 
hope, patietzet meekneſs; nefs, brotherly-kindneſs; for 
uch waresas theſe ure of great price in the Ls new coun- 
try whithier ye gd 4 4s for @ther'things, that are btit the world's 
unity and traſh; Hine? they are” but the houſe-fweepings, ye 
ſhall do beſt not to earry ther? With you g ye found theth here, 
leave them ſhiere, and let them Keep the 'heufe.' Your fun is 
"val turned, and dow; be nigh" your todfing againſt night. 
We go one and one aut of this great market till the town be 
empty, and the two lodgings, heaven and hell, be filled : at 
length there will be nothing in the earth but toom walls and 
urut athes, and therefore it is beſt to make away, Antichriſt 


and 
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and his maſter are buſy to pleniſh hell, and to fedue& nus 
and ſtars, great church lights, are falling from'tieaven; and fu 
ny are mifled and ſeduced, and make up with their faith, agd 
ſelt their birth/rights, by their hungry hunting for I know nt 
what. Faſten your grips faſt upon Chriſt. I verily eſteem kim 
the beſt augkt that I have! he is my ſecond in priſon; Having 
him, -thibagh my croſs were as heavy as ten mountains of iron, 
when he putteth his ſweet houlder under me and it, my 'crofs 
is but a feather, I pteaſe myſelf in the choice Chriſt ; hes 
my waile/in heaven and earth: [rejoice that he is in heaven hey 
fore me; God — — {and in the mean time 
the travellers charges for the way; I mean, 4 burden bf CIM 
love to ſwecten the journey, and to entourage a breathbeſd run. 
ner; . fax. when, loſe. breath, .climbing up the Wengtein, be 
maketh new breath. Now the very God of peace eſtabliſh you 
to the day of his appearance. 
Aberdeen, Sept. 9. Yours in his bn Lord «+ 
119% HID Y vor C a 90 93829. das Nm Feſur, S., N 
«Tt Ss id ene ne nd Das 
rr. nib tare 
BY Une , 307491 1 19. MARGARET REID,. 3 &T g 
My ueng dear amid wont hy fler, DAE gti duo yd t1d) anon 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: ye arg>truly bleſſel 
of the Lord, however à four world giο.p⁰ον0ia, Me 
continue in the faith grounded and ſettled, andibe not mosed 
away from the hope of theigotpel?! It is good here isa heaven 
and it is not a night-dream, or a fancy z itlisaswWonder that met 
deny avrothat there is a heaven, as they deny there A way 0 
it hut, ftmens making. Nou have learned 6fBOhriſt chat there! 
it a heaven comtend for-it, and contend for Chriſt bear well 
and tabnitlively the Hard croſs off this ſtepomother world that! 
Goc illi have to be yburs. I confeſs/it is hardy and [would 
I were able to eaſe you vf youf burden; but believe me, th 
world (which rhe Lord will not have to beipours)tsbutthe-drols; 
the refuſe and ſoorn of God's ercationj the portion of the Lord's 
poor hired ſereants q the moe ablesgg not the helitage g à hard 
bone caſten to the dogs, hoden ot ofithe New! erufalem, 
whereupow-they rather break their teeth than ſatisſy their/appts 
we 2 is your farher's-bleſfingy and! Chrift*s:4irth? right, that 
our Lords keeping for you; and perfwade yon; your feel:al- 
10 mall. inherit the earth (if that be good: foi them) for that's 
promiſedito them an Gol's bond is as good; an better, than 
it men would giveſevery one of thema bond for u thouufand thou- 
ſands. Ere you was born, croſſes in number, meaſure” and 
weight were written for vou, and your Lord wilt lend you tho- 
rough them: make Chriſt fare, '' andthe -blefling/ of the earth 
all be at Chriſt's back. fee many profeſſors for the _ 
0:10W 
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ſollo r on; but they are profeſſors of glaſs: I would cauſt a 
little knock of perſecution ding them in twenty pieces, and ſo 
the world ſhould, laugh at the ſheards. Therefore make faſt 
work, ſee that Chriſt day the ground ſtone of your profeſſion; 
for wind and rain, and ſpęats will, not waſh away his building; 
his works have no fhorter date than to ſtand for euexmore. I 
ſhould twenty times bave:periſhed-in-my affliſtion, ii I had not 
leaned ny weak back, and laid my, preſſing burden both upon 
the one, the foundation ſtone, the cerger ſtone laid in Zion: 
ind I defire never, do riſe off this ſtone- Now, the very God of 
peace confirin ang, eftablith you unto the day of the bleſſed ap- 
nearance of Chriſt Jeſus. God be with b. 
Aberdeen- «© G Tours in hi | deareſt Lord | Feſuts, S. R. 
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Loving brother,.. Ky vivo 4 2 N ese 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you : T received your 
letter, and render you thanks for the {ame : but L have 
vt time to anfwer alf the heads of It, as the bearer can inform 
you. 1. Ve dd wel to take yourfelf at the firſt'ſtot, when ye 
vrong Chritt by doubt ing and miſbelief ʒ fer this ĩs to nick- name 
Chriſt, and term him a diar, which being ſpoken to bur prince, 
vould be hanging on heading ; but Chriſt bhavgeth-not always 
for treaſon: it is good that he may regiſtrate a believers: band 2 
hundred times and more than ſevenctimes a day have law againſt 
us, and yet ohe ſpareth us as a man doth: his ſon that: ſerveth 
him : no tender chearted/ mother, ho may have law to kill her 
lucking child, would put in exceution that law. adly, For 
jour failzie gs, even hen ye have a, ſet tryſt with Chriſt and 
when ye have: 4 fair ſeen advanta ge, by keepin g your appoint. 
ment with him, andi ſalvation) cometh to the very paſſing of the 
ſeals, I woukbfagitwothings ; iſt, Concluded and; ſesled ſalva- 
ton may goſthrough and be ended, ſuppoſe yr uit your name 
tothe tail 6H, the coyenant with ink that can hutdiy be lread: 
neither think Io gver| anymen's ſalvation paſſed the feats; but 
there was anyodd tale k or ſlip, in leſs or more; upon the fool's 
wrt, who is infeeffed/incheaven, In the moſt grave and ſerieus 
Wrk of gur ſelxation, hink Chriſt had never good cauſe to 
gh at our ſilliaeſs, and to put on us his meritg that ve mighe 
bear weight. l It's a ſweet law of the new coyebant, and a 
ſrivilege of the ne hurgh, that citizens: pay aeconding to their 
neans: for the be cov enant ſaĩth not, ſo much obedience. by 
ce weights, and no leſs, under the pain of damnation: Chriſt 
liketh as poor men may give; where there is a mean portion he 
© content with the leſs, if there be ſincerity : broken ſums and 
lule feckleſs obedience will be pardoned, and hold the foot with 


him: 
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him: know ye not that our kindly Lord retainet h his: good old 
heart yet? He breaketh not a bruiſed reed, nom qutachath tu 
ſmoaking flax: but if the wind blow he holdeth his hang abont 
it till it riſe to a flame. The law cometh on with. three O y 
with all the heart, with all the ſoul, and with all the, whale 
ſtrength: and when would goor folks, like you and me, furs 
niſh all theſe ſums ? It feareth me, (nay, it is moſh certain) that 
if the payment were to come out of our purſe, ben we ſhould 
put our hand in our bag we would bring out the wind ort worſe; 
but the covenant ſeeketh not heap-mete. non ftented ohedience, 
as the condition of it, becauſe forgiveneſs hath -aÞvays- place; 
Hence I draw this concluſion ;; to think matters betwixt Chriſt 
and us go. back for want of heaped meaſure, is a piece of old A. 
dam's pride, who would either be at legal payment of nothing: 
we would till have God in our common, and buy his kindnel; 
with our merits ; for beggarly pride is devil's honeſty, and bluſh. 
eth to be in Chriſt's common, and ſcaree giveth Gad. a. gram- 
mercy, and a lifted cap, (except it be the. Pharifce's unlucky 
God I thank thee) or a bowed knee to Ohriſt: it will only give 
a good day for à good day again, ang if he diſſemble his kind - 
nels, as it were, in jeſt, and ſeem ta miſken it, it in earneſt 
ſpurneth with the heels, and ſnuffeth in the wind, and cartth 
not much for Chriſt's kindneſs: if he will; not beofrierids let 
him go, ſaith pride; beware at this thief, ben Chriltaffers 
eth himſelf. 3. No marvel then of whiſperiags, hether ne 
be in the covenant or not: for pride maketh looſa avotk of the. 
covenant of grace, and will not let Chriſt be full bargain-maker- 
To ſpeak to you particularly and ſhortly 3 . All abe truly rege+ 
nerated cannot determinately tell you-the meaſure of their de- 
jections, becauſe Chriſt beginneth young with many, undd ſtenl- 
eth into their heart, ere they wit of themſelves and becometh 
homely with them, with little, din or noiſe. I grant many 'are 
blinded, in rejoicing in a ggod cheap converſion, that never 
coſt them a fick night ; Chriſtis phyſic wrqvght ina dream upon 
them; but for that I would fay,if other marks; be found, that 
Chriſt is indeed come in, ngyer. make . plea-with him, becaufe 
he will not anſwer, Lord Jelus, how,cameſt thou in? whether 
in at door or window? Make bim welcome fince he is come. 
The wind bloweth where at liſteth; all the world's wit cannot 
perfectly render a, reaſon, hy the wings. ſhould be a month in 
the eaſt, ſix weeks poſſihly in the weſt,. and the ſpace · only of an 
afternoon in the ſouth or north. Ye will not ind out all the 
nicks and ſteps of Chriſt's way with a ſoul, do what ye can; for 
ſometimes he will come in ſtepping ſoftly, like one. walking be- 
fide a fleepy perſon, and flip to the door, and, let none know he 
was there. 2. Ye object, The truly regenerate ſhould love God 
for himſelf; and ye fear that ye love him more for his benefits 


(as 


fpiſt. go. „3 © oy 
as incitements and motives to love him) than for Hi mikelf, 1 an- 
ſwtr, To love God for himſelf as the laft eind, and alto for tis, 
beneßts, as incſtements and motives to love: hint, may tand 
well together; asg à ſon loveth his mother, deckuft 581 is hie 
mother, howbelt' ſhe de poor“ ; and he loveth: et 54 dae 

alſo. 1 hops ye will not ſay, that, benefits are reaſon 
and bbttom of your love; it ſeèmeth᷑ ther is 4 de 10 Ring. 


on for it r always, If 'hote be in it, few it d Fae Ye | 
fel not ſuch mourningg in Chriſt's abſence e Tanz = 
ſer, hüt ther yregenerate mourn, at all times, and Falk in a like : 


meaſure for his #Sſence} Pdeny. There are Ae ent debe of 

douraing; lels Jon thre, 8 f Bey have lefs or more love ro him, 

anch lets or mot ſenſe vf his abſenct : But, f. Sobiectne "Hoſt, | [ 
have. 2 domerimes hey mift not the Lord, aho-Xhen tl the : 
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an idol, cannot ſtand with ſound comfortsg for that colnfar 


would hare fallen through the cauſeway of Aberdeen ere now? 
but for you, bing on, your feaſt is not far off; ye thall be ji, 
ed ere ye go; there is as much in our Lord's.pantry; us will fa 
tisfy all his bairns, and as much wine in his cellar as will quench 
all their thirſt: hunger on, for there is ment in hunger for 
Chriſt: never go. from. him, but faſh him- (who yet is. pleaſed 
with the importunity, of hungry ſouls) with a, diſli full of hun: 
gry defires, till he fill you; and if he detay,yet:comt not ye 4 
way, albeit ye ſhould fall aſwoon at his feet! G. Te crave my 
mind, whether ſound comfort may be fond | in prayer, whey 
conviction of a known idol is preſent; I.anſwer, ,'Aw'idol, x 


that is gotten at Dagan' 8 feet i is a cheat er hHleflume ; yet ſound 
comfort, and con viction of an exe to an Idol, may as well due 
together as tears and. joy; but let athisdo yo no ill, I ſpeak i 
for your encouragement, that, ye: may Wake tbe beſt out of jou 
Joys ye can, albei 1 you fi find them mixed with mutes, adi. 
Sole conviction, alone, . withqut. remorſe and grief, is not t 
nough; therefore ſend it a tear. ifiye do win at it. 47. Te queſs 
tion, when ye win to more feryeney ſometimes-withiyqur neigh 
bour in prayer, than when r01y-re<alone,.. whetherchypocriſy be 
in it or not? I anſwer, if this. be:alwaysz no que ſtiom a fpice of 
hypocriſy i in it, which would pe Aken heed; ta; but' poſſibly 
deſertion may be in private, and preſunce in Public, and then 
the caſe is clear. 2. A fit of applauſe may occaſion, by acci 
dent, a rubbing of a cold heart, and fo heat and, life ma gelbe; 
but it is not the proper cauſe of that heat; hence God othy 
free grace will ride His erfinds wpon" our ür ning "corrn ton; 
but corruption is but a mere abel ard * Kline Lei Ela 
ing on a pipe removed anger from the prophet wand Made Vin 
fitter to propheſy, 2 Kings iii. v. 158. e comolaiu ot 

ſhort vitits, that he will not bear ycur company ove night ;v) 
when ye ly down warm at gne night, ye! fil; cald! at morning 
Anſwer, I cannot blame you (nor any other ,whokooyethetiic 
{weet gueſt) to bemoan his, withdrawings, and tolhe mo ſſi defit 
ous of his abode and cempany; for he would csptivate aud en- 
gage the affection of any creature that ſa his face ni ſince be 
looked on me, and gave me a fight of his fair}loxe;..be | gains 
my heart wholly, and got away, w ith it; well well may be 
brook it; he thall kee, 2 it long, ere. 1 fetch, it from him. But 
1 hall tell you what ye {hall do: treat him well, give him the 
chair and the board- head, and make him weldome to:: the. mean 
,--ortion ye have; a good {pper and kind entertainment maker 
ting neſt love the inns. the better: yet ſometimes Chriſt has au 
errand ds , for mere trial; and then, though ye give 
him King's cheer, he will away: as is clear in defertions for 


F al, and not for n. 9g. Ye ſeek the diſference berry 
the 


- 
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ke motions of the ſpirit, in their leaſt meaſure, and the natu- 
| joys of your own heart. Anſwer, as a man can tell, if he 
oy and delight in his wife, as his wife: or if he delight and joy 
1 her for ſatisfa&tion of his luſt, but hating her perſon, and ſo 
ing her for her fleſh, and not grieving when ill befalleth her; 
9 will a man's joy in God, and. his whoriſh natural joy, be dil- 
qrered : if he ſorrow for any thing that may offend the Lord, it 
jill peak the ſingleneſs of that love to him. 10. Ye aſk the 
eaſon why ſenſe overcometh faith. Anſwer, Becauſe ſenſe is 
nore natural, and near of kin to our own ſelfiſh and ſoft nature. 
e aſk, if faith in that caſe be found? Anſwer, if it be chaſed 
way, it is neither found nor unſound, becauſe It is faith; but 
tmight be, and was faith, before ſenſe did blow out the act of 
xleving. Laſtly, Ye aſk what to do, when promiſes are borne 
n upon you, and ſenſe of impenitency, for fins of youth, hin- 
ſereth application. I-anſwer, if it be living ſenſe, it may ſtand 
ith applicatiqn z and in this caſe, put to your hand and eat 
ur meat in God's name: if falie, ſo that the ſins of youth 
ve not repented of, then, as fzith and impenitency cannot ſtand. 
other, ſo neither that ſenſe and application can conſiſt. Bre- 
her, excuſe my brevity, for time firaitnefh me, that I get not 
vy mind ſaid, in theſe things, but muſt refer that to a new oc- 
fon, if God offer it. Brother, pray for me. Grace be with 
f FEST en Nos o In . 1 
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gal bring forth a fair birth, andthe Lord ſhalt be midwhte ta thi pl 
ſeir birth : wait on then, for he that believeth maketh not huſte u, 


Ila. xxwiii..:6, J hope, ye have hern aſking what the: hard gie ir 
eth, and what forthet maybe his wills in refetence to your rerork, il 3 


end with-all eonfolation;: and/fhall make qlory out of your ful, 
ferings z and would ye wiſh better work? This water was in Your 
way to heayen, and written. in your Lordts:boak, . ye. beboved 
to.crols'it ; and thereforg kiſs his wiſe ant unerrjng/ providence, 
Let not theigenſures of men, who fee but the outſide of things 
(and ſcaree Well ithat) abata your courage and rejoicing in the 
Lord: howbenyour faith ſeeth but the black tide of prop. 
dence,;yet-it;hath a hetter fide, and God ſhall let you: tet it 
Learn: to believe Chriſt better than his ftrokes, Rimſelf , and bi 
promiſes better than his glooms : daſhesnand diſappointtbent 
are not canonig:{exipture;; fighting for the promifed land, fern. 
edeto icyy t ds promiſe, Fhou lieſt. If our Lord ride up 
'a ſtran bis horſe ſhälb neither ſtumble nor. fall, Rom. wiül. l 
Her ve bn elbgt all #hinga geork tegether: for: good yo: thee that 
' fave God ; enge, ſhipwretk, loſſes, &c. work together for the 
good of them that love Gods hende I infer; that Lofesþ Yiſap. 
Pointments, ill tongues, loſs of friewls; houles oricbuntry,ue 
Goch werkmenz egen work to wörk out g⁰¹ν“˖ o ybn, n d 
of every thing thatibefatieth youc Let nut the: Ir denz 
ſem e harſh, gough, or unfzcherlyf becauſe u ds! doptcifan; 
hen the: Lerd's biegtedbwilt hloweth :crofs ydunidkflrrs, it is 
(bait pan humiity, te firjke; ſail to him, and tocbe nyilbimg tote 
Jechagqy was purdbordepleafetb.t; It is apoink ofcdenialigt;your 
ſe f. te bes if qe hack not a will, but. aq; nude avtreetdityol- 
tion it t Gedyeand bad ſold it over to him i niſd to mar- 
ofDhis wl for your, on is both true holineſs; badiryourt caſt 
ind pęacegeye know nat wuhabshe Lord is wotbiag:obt df this 
EN Ah know oννhο νοẽĩ, 7 And: what A eig toiyby; | 
its NohE wife tl hat pat mate hen caſes hui lintreat Her nut 
dorfRar ond nt 3Abi2JOurneys3 apart of het wille ones to her 
ven adh pramidghland; hu there: are feweromites behind 
| 1-6. naarer She ee whing di che daytooher;cthariquhen ſhe wen 
deut of Scotland] ν de glad do hear that r and fe ha 
comfort, and courage iH, ord. Now:as e EE RER 
our. ſervjc e hook: id nia ius iii hy open pro latnatiam aid ſount 
of Frumptt; 0 be tend ib albsheckirks af: thib deingdotny cout 
Prulytes ere mectithis menthifot it ain our capnons,laph for 
-Tec9naljgtzor; betwixt us tand the, Lutbetans,- Theprofeſſors 
Aberdeen; univerſity.are! charged tua dra up the articles ct 
unitorm confeſſion; but reconciliation with Popery is intended 
tuls is the day of Jacob's viſitation : the. ways! df Zion moull 
eur ©4.4 1s decome dim, the ſun is gone down upon our Las 
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etst »Avdry wand, but neither to fan nor cleanſe, is coming 
upon this land 3 and all our ill is coming from the multiplied 
anſgreſſians of this land; and from the friends and lovers of 
Babel amongſt us, Jer. xxx]. 53. The violence done to me and 
my fleſh be-upon1thee, Babylon, ſhall the inhabitants of Zion 
fy, and my hloodapon the inhabitants of Chaldea, ſhall Jeru- 
ilem ſays Now for! miyſelf, I was three days beſore the high 
commiſſion, , and accuſed of treaſon preached againſt the king: 
; miniſter being witneſs; went well nigh to'Twear it; God hath 
{ved me from their malice. iſt, They have deprived me of 
my miniſtry à 2dly, Silenced me, that I exercife no part of the 
miniſterial function within this kingdom, under the pain of re- 
bellion 3 3zdty, Confined my perfor within the town of Aber- 
(een, where E find the mihiſters working for my confinement 


here (willing to be edißed) reſort to me. At my firſt entry, 1 


had heavy challenges within me, and a court fenced (but I hope, 
tot in-Chrift's, natue) / wherein it was aſſerted, that my Lord 
would have nq more of my ſervice, and was tired of me: and 
Ae à fool, I ſummoned Chriſt alſo for unkindneſs; my ſoul 
ſünted, and I tefufed comfart, and ſaid, What aileth Chriſt at 
me f for q deſi red to be faithful in his houſe, Thus, in my ro- 
vings and amiſtakings, my Eord jeſus beſtowed mercy on me, 
ho am let Ithan the lealt of all faints. I lay upon the duſt, 
ad bought2a lea from Satan againſt Chriſt, and be was con- 
tent to ſelb ĩttu but at length Chriſt did ſhew himſelf friends with 
me, and in cercytphardoned and paſt my part of it, and only 
.complainedithat arourt thould be holden in his bourids, with- 
out hh own allowanct. Now I pafs from my compearance; 
,and;: as of Ohriſtchalledone the fault, he bath made the mends, 
und returhed tetmy ſoul; ſo that now his poor priſoner feedeth 
on the feaſts igfdovei ̈ My adverfaries know not what a courti- 
er Lam nowwhhmy royal Ring, for whofe crown I now ſuffer : 
it is hut aur ſoft! ant laxy fleſſi that hath raiſed an ill report of 
the eraſs of Ctrriſt ; O tweer, ſweet is his yoke ! Chriſt's chains 
ac of purengold ; ſuſfer ings for him are perfumed : I would not 


| give my:weeping' for the laughing of alt the fourteen prelates, I | 


would not exchange” my ſadueſs for the world's joy. O lovely, 
lovely Jeſus, ou ſweet muſt thy kiſſes be; when thy eroſs ſmel- 
th ſo ſweetly:?-| O if all the three Kingdoms had part of my 


love-feaſt, and of the comfort'of à dawted priſoner ! Dear bro- 


ther, I charge you to praiſe for me, and ſeek help of our ac- 
vantance there, to help me to praiſe, Why fhould 1 ſmother 

' Chriſt's haneſty ta me © My heart is taken up with this, that my 
lilence and ſufferings may preach. | beſeech you in the bowels 

of Chriſt, to help me to praiſe, Remember my love to your 

Vic, ta Mr, Blair, and Mr. Livingſton, and Mr. Cuuninghoa:. 
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be upon Jou 1 expected the 
coafart of ale ante april rom youiete now. Lam here 
lirſſ ig the e ee is alvapavithdgearbeaningſ and, 
fn he this queſtzon | 5,;ÞrQught tomy wind; Am I ſerving 
Gag or nq N Nag. Shat l. out of the tnth of this hanourabe 
94785 herein Bamengaged Ldare venture into eternity, and 
reren nas „that 1 ng ſuaffer for the truth z becauſe that: 
I cannot; —— * who! is a free born King, ſhould 
e to any of the ſhigdds. or pot-ſheards of the earth. 
thzt I could eld che cxown upenany princely King's bead. 
wth my 5 armz hop beit, it ſhould; he! ſtruek from me in 
at. ſervice from the ſhoulder, bladell j but my .clbſed -mauth, 
= _— ſabbaths, the memory of my,commanien with Chriſt, 
in many fair, fair days in Anwoth; (Fliereas D mR er gel- 
teth no ſervice. af my tengue as; Then) hath,almoti.broken-my: 
faith ingtwo halyes 2 Jet ig wy deepeſt 8ppreheadiges:of his an- 
ger, I {ec e,thxzough. ,a,cloudthatl am wrong aud heydn lov: 
to Fiese 5 nd e the 1d ae de * b faith and ap- 
prehenfions, and a decreet Aide of at, and I fu 
rite dettcct Phe 1,608 e ibi de ur n 
guiltineſs often A bat, Pale. Rave Tot been well 
known; for, except as to open out-breakings, IWant nothing 
of what Indas and Lein had i only he hath ben ple Aſed to. pre- 
vent me in mercy, and tg caſt me into a fever f love for him 
ſelf, and his vcnfreapakgeh my feyer,aolt;painhul ; and beſde, 
he. ath, viſited. mx. ſoul: and watered it idw his cqmfonts but 
yet 1 bave not What. 1. wauldy the, want af gal nl felt. poſleſ 
ſion is any. only death 3 J know:Chrilt pitierh ma in this, The 
great men m F ende bed for me,,arg dried up, like win. 
1 F ; all aꝝ . No. dealiag for chat mangahis beſt 
will — 9 be gone out; Op che kingdom Soil fee; they tire of 
me; but, believe: me, I an, moſt gladly content that Chriſt 
breaketh all my. idols in pieces: it hath. put al new edge upon 
my blunted, love to Chrilt;,.l ſee he is jealous of my love, and 
will have all to himſclf. In 2 word, theſe ſix things are my 
burden; 1. Jam not in the vineyard as others are, it may be, 
becauſe Chriſt chinketh mea withered tree, not worth its room 3 


but Ge torbid. Wo, wo, wo is coming upon my harlot 
1 
m'1: Ne [1 


1 Gbdrof one df Chriſt's kiſſes, which is idolatry. I fear 1 
ore his comſforts umbre than kimſelf, and that T love the apples 
» Wl ef life better chan the tree bfUife, Sir write to me: commend 
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mother, this apoſtate kirk: the time is . hen we ſhall 
with for doves Wings, to fly and Rige ds; Oh for the deſolation 
of this land! 3. 1 ſee my dear matter; Chrift, going his alone 
(as it were) motivhing” im faekcloth: his fainting friends fear 
that King, Jclus Thal gol the field. bus die; muſt tarry the day. 
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4 My guiltineſs and the Ans of,pap;youh arg came up againſt 
me, and they would comè in the plea in, my ſufferings, as de- 
{-rving cauſes in God's juſtice; but*Fpray Gvd, for Chrift's 
ſake, he never ' givecthbar that room! Wo's me that I carfnot 
get my royal, dreadful, mighty, and glorious printe bf the king: 


mis, and bow your knee, and bleſs his name; and defireè others 


Atheiſts, Papiſts, and enemies about me, ſuy, It is like, God 
is with this! priſbner - Het Kean che powers of hen (I care 
not). be let oe agalniſt eme to do their worſt, ſo being Chriſt, 
ad my Father autd:his- Fatmier be magnified in my ſufferings. 


ſhamed me, and dræwned mein debt, yet he often goeth away 
when. my lode to him is bufning ; he ſeemeth to Jock like 4 
proud wooer; who wilbnot look upon à poor match, who is dy- 
ing of love TL will not ſay he is lordly; but I know he is wiſe, 
in hiding hhatelf from a child aud à fool, Who maketh an idol 


me to vouP wifes metey be her portion. Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen. 137 194 V N bis dearefÞ Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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comforted with your letter: what E wrote' you for your 
camfort, Ido not remember; but I betteve, love will prophe- 


vi pardon and paſs by our honeſt errors and miſtakes, when we 
mind his honour g ye know, none of you have ſèen the bther 
bf and the hidden ſide ef Your wonderful return home tô us 


Not but give youtan account cfm Breſent Eſtate, that ye may 
$0 an errand for me to my hHſigh and royal-Maſter, of whom I 
boaſt all the day; Lam as proud of his love, (nay I bleſs my- 
e, ard boaſt more, of my preſent lot) as any poor man can be 


of 


of the earth ſet on high. Sir; ye may help me and pity me in 
to do it, that he hat been pleaſed in- my ſufferings to make 


6. Chriſt's love Huth pàined me; for howbeit his preſence hath 


-home-ward;' as it would have it. I wis I could help you to 
praiſe his great and holy name, who keepeth the feet of his ſaints, 
and hath numbered all your goings: I Enow our deareſt Lord 


Wain, I anv' confident ye (hall yet ſay, That” Gos mercy blew 0 
your fails backe to Ireland again Worthy "an dear Sir, Lean- 
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of an earthly king's court or of a kingdom. Firſt I am ven 
often turning both the ſides of my croſs, eſpecially my dug 
and ſilent ſabbaths; not becauſe I deſire to find a croſs or defes' 
in my Lord's love, but becauſe love is ſick with fancies, and 
fear: whether or not the Lord hath a proceſs leading again 
my guiltineſs, that I have not yet well ſeen, I Know not; gy 
deſire is to ride fair, and not to ſpark dirt if, with reverence 
to him, I may be permitted to make uſe of ſuch a word) in the 
face of my only Well-beloved z but fear of guilcinefs is a tale. 
bearer betwixt me and Chriſt, and is {till whiſpering ill tales of 
my Lord, to weaken my faith: I had rather a cloud went ove 
my comforts by theſe meſſages, than that my faith ſhould be 
hurt; for, if my Lord get no wrong by me, verily I deſire 
grace, not to care what become of me, I deſire to give no faith, 
nor credit to my ſorrow, that can make a lie of my friend Chriſt; 
wo, wo be to them all, who ſpeak ill of Chriſt, Hence the{: 
thoughts awake with me in the morning, and go to bed with 
me; Oh what ſervice can a dumb body de in Chriſt's houſe! 
Oh I think the word of God is impriſoned allo !- Oh I am a dr; 
tree! Alas I can neither plant, nor water ! Oh if my Lord would 
would make but dung for me to fatten and make fertile his own 
corn ridges in mount Zion] Oh if I might but ſpeak to three or 
four herd-boys, of my worthy Maiter, I would be ſatisfied to 
be the meaneſt and moſt obſcure of all the paſtors of this land, 
and live in any place, in any of Chriſt's baſeſt, out-bouſes! but 
he faith, Sirra, I will not ſend you, I have no-errands. for.you 
there away: my defire to ſerve him is fick of jealouſy, leſt he 
be unwilling to employ me. Secondly, .'Dþis js ſeconded with 
another; Oh, what have I done in Anwoth,? the fair work 
that my Maſter began there, is like a bird, dywg in the ſhell; 
and what will I then have to ſhew of all my labour, in the day 
of my compearance before him, when the maſter of the yineyard 
calleth the labourers, and giveth them their hire? Thi, 
But truly, when Chriſt's ſweet wind is in the right airth, Ire 
pent, and I pray Chriſt to take law-burroughs of my quarre!- 
tous and unbelieving ſadneſs and ſorrow, Lord rebuke them that 
put ill betwixt a poor ſervant like me, and his, good maſter; 
then I lay, whether the black crofs will or not,” I muſt cUnb on 
hands and fcet up to my Lord. kam now rueing from my hear, 
that I ple ſured the law (oy old dead huſband); ſo far as to 2p: 
prehend wrath in my ſweet Lord Jeſus; I trad far rather take an 
hire 10 plead for the grace of God, for I think myſelf, Chyits 
iworn debtor, And the trutli is, to ſpeak of any, Lord what | 
cannot deny, l am over head and ears drowtred in many oblige 
tions 20 bis love and mercy ; he handlęth me ſometimes, fo, that 
g aihained almoſt to ſeek more for'a four-hours, but to live 

ent, til the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, with that * 


. 
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I giveth. but I know-pot how greedy, and h6w'ill t! pleaſe 
ove is; fat ether my Lord Jefus hath taught me ill manners, 
not to be coytent with a feat, except my head ly in his boſom, 
nd extept I be fed with the fatneſs of his honſe ; or elſe 1 am. 
grown impatientiy dainty, and ill to pleaſe, as if Chriſt wefe 
bliged, under this croſs, to do no other thing bat bear me Ty 
þi an "and as ik ! had claim by his merit for iny lufterin for 
: but I vith he could give me grace, to-learn t to* go mp. 
wt fert, Indro learn 36 want bis comforts, and to give thanks 
nd believe, When the ſun is not in m myt denke, and d hen. my 
ell belov 13 2 noche 10 goneanother etHnd. 'O'what* 
ſreer pence Hate I when I nd Shriſt botdern and K draw 
when” Lelimb up e deen me dow when T grip him 
and embrace Ar IE We ſeemeth to Tooſe 0% 8, an Yee a- 
wy from wy 18 nk tRerk Ide esc N ic eon - 
Chen d ©! pie r mp 2 EN b&tanf?” 
py faith Ialtb zs vifiels Bt Th ad eörneff with nie, But aryitig 
41 can be Andy 0 Ro 


ELD and” cou that c WOT mens as' 
well as tO Bis f id 1088 tf; hes rat Rare, Kate his 
vail tat Þ perh oe 1 5 13 ba fend Beater for faitly 
cn kiſs 1138 iy S reproaches Upkn Re vick-nameth a fin 
get, à db g, notw- AU e eat -bread With the bairns? think! it 
konout” tat "Chrift Miſcalleth me, And reproatheth m me! I will 
wee that weit of n, bow heit T would nôt bear it well, if ano- 
thet woull] be that hömely; but becauſe I am his divfi' (God'be 
Makked) be may nſe me 5s he p! Yeaſerhi t I muſt* fay, We ſaints 
hive a ( Weer life detwixt them and Chriſt; ; there is much ſweet 


fa 

be of love. betwixt him and them, when he feedeth' among 
Ke lics, and! cometh. into his garden, and maketK ; à feaſt ot 
: brey-combs, ànd drinketh his wine and bis milk, aud crieth, 
Arn, 0 friend, drink, be ye drunken, O Well. beloved? One 
rd bony of this labour is worth a ſhip-fall of world's Arüngen and 
„andy joy 3 nav, even the gate of heaven is the ſuritiy fide of 
be brae, and the very garden of the world; for the men of this 
chord haue their own wichrifteried and prokane crotſes + and wd 
at te to them and their curſed croſſes both; for their h Ns are Talte-l 
r; ih God's vengeance, and our ills (fond with our Father's 
on eſing: fo they are ab fools who chuſe Chriſt, and fell all 


hings | for him; it is no bairns market, nor a Blind block; we 
b. bor well what we get and what we give. New, for any relo— 
an nion to go to any other kingdom, I dare not peak one word * 

5 my dopes of enlargement are cold, my hopes, of my re-en'ry t9 
11 maſter's il-dreſfied vineyard agaih ore far colder ; I have no 
Jr ſa for my faith to fit on but tare omnipotency, and 'God* s holy 
\at m and good-will; here 1 defre to Ray, and ride at anchor, 
we md winter, while God ſend fair weather again, and be pleaſed 10 
os home to his houſe mv harlot- mother: Ob, if ber huſband 
þe NI would 
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would be that kind, as to go and fetch her out of the; brothel, 
houſe, and chaſe ber lovers to the hills! but there; will den 
ere it come to that, Remember my bonds. a oh 

Aberdeen, 1637 Yours iu our; Kor a Feſus, 8. 
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Mifreſss... v cbnod ya 19dronaf 
Iven dor acquaint, yet becauſe we are bold 
children, I thought good to write unto you: howbit 
my firſt diſcourſe and-communing witk you of Chriſt, be in pa- 
per.; yet J have caufe ſince I came hither, to avs not paper 
thoughts of him; for in my, fad days he is become the flo 
of my joys, and IL but ly. here living, upon, bis love; but can 
get ſo much of it as fain Lygni have; not 5 . 
is lordly, and looketh, too high, but becauſe; |; have a nato 
veſſel to receive his love, and. look too low: but 3 
my own hand-write to your teſtimonial of Chriſt and Bis croſs 
that they are a ſweet couple, and chat Chxiſt hath nexer 7 — 
ſet in his own due chair of lionour amongſt us Oh, I. 
not where to ſet him ]. O for a high ſeat; to that, royal E. 
One ! O that my poor withered, foub had once r run⁰⁰¹;i oe 
flood of that love to put ſap in my dry rao, and; that, tha 
flood would ſpring out 1 the, tongue dau ure % unter greg 
things to the high and d ay \ commendation of {qgh, a; fair Ons} 
O holy, holy, holy, One ! Alas, there are 400, may, dumb 
tongues ia the world, and dry hearts, ſeging there, i is employ; 
ment in Chriſt-far them, all, and ten thouſaud worlds of men 
and angels more, to, ſet on high, and exalt the greateſt Prince 
of the kings of the earth. Woss me, that bits, of living clay 
dare come out, to ruſh hard-heads with him; and, that my un- 
kind mother, this harlot-kirk, bath. given hex {week half-mar- 
row ſuch a meeting a for this land hath given up with, Ch briſt, 
and the Lord is cutting Scotland in two halves, and ſending the 
worſt half, the harlot ſiſter, over ro Rome's brothethoute, d 
get her fill of Es ypt's. love! Parantt my ſufferings (nay, ſup- 
poſe | were burnt quick to athes) might. unsre 
twixt his faireſt and ſweeteſt love, and his ga ly; 5 
fain would [ give Chtiſt 5 e oe ad, 
if he would return. This is, 1 black day, 1 75 and 
dvrknels; for the roof tres of my, 52 7 Lair temps Li 
fen, and Chriſt's back is toward a e }; e blech 
are they who hold Chriſt with their tears oY Pray ers! 4 
ve will help to deal with him, for he ſhall efurn ag again to! 
iand : the next day ſhall be Chriſt's, and OE. Mall. b 
green young garden for Chriſt in this land} and God 's fummer- 
dow fd ly on it all the night, aud we ſhall ſing again our nes 
marriage- 


Min. gc. nne 5 
martiige-fong t6 onr Bridegroom, concerning his ee but 
who knoweth' whether we thalf five and ſee it? F hear the Lord 
bath taken pains to afflict and dreſs you, as a fruitful vine for 
himſelf 3\ grow and be green, aud caſt out your branches, and 
bring forth fruit: fat and green and frumful may ye be, in the 
true and ſappy robot. Grice, grace, free grace be your portion. 
Remember oy bonds with prayers and praiſes, 

Alber d. 163 237 use 2. 4 in 4519 Tf Wi © 9. R. 
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Received Vobg letter: IJ intreat you; now webe Jakes of 

Four life, "feel the Lord and Bis Fate Beware of the folly 
of dangerous youth, & perilous time for yu foul t love not the 
world; keep faith ant truth wich alÞ men in your covenants 
and bargains Walk Vith Goch, | For the feelir yon: 2 40 nothing, 
but that which'y [ray de would do, if your eye-ſtrings were 
breaking, and Idut breath growing 26142” Te heard the truth 
of God from ine tg Weg derne fende it; and forſake it not 
nie Chriſt int fl Ftinr 28000 Arche world: to live after the 
miſe and Toarſe of HH rt of che world, will not bring you to 
heaven 3 without faitk m Chrift, and dentance, ye cannot ſec 
Gol : take Pain g für aw atibn ö p reis _ toward the mark 
for the prise of the Hig ae 1 © wa ateh not F Ve evils 
night and day, Which deſert y 4 Will come behind : beware 
uf Fins, Cornet uncle fee, und the reſt bf the works of 
the gelt; bechufe fore thteſe things the Wrath of God (cometh 
4pon the nr of Gfobedionce : now Tweet: T6ever they may 
Tent for thiprifent;! etthe end”, of theſe courſes &the eternal 
wrath'of*Gb Hauch utter darknefs, where there is er and 
gnalhing of teetk .! Grabe e with y LY e 
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den, in 
my bie nel bg ih fn wal ey ; Sr Ae of et children be- 
leve, that Pic 18. one thing in 4 broken' reed the like of me: 
except that Ch, TOY BN 45 th Se e a fold body, I know 
not what elſe an or expect from me. My 
lock”; is lefs, (n y 900 1 10 14 655 Ae truth) than many be- 
leve; ; my enpty⸗ ofnas avs ond too much: I would be 
glad ts ly under Chriſl's feet, and Leg and receive the off fal- 
lings, or: any oſd pieces of any grace, that fall from his ſwer t 
2 inge 
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fingers ko forlorn finners. Illy often unconth Ice, 166King i 
at the King's windows g ſurety Lam unwortHy df ſeat in 
King's half floor: I but often- look afar off, both feared and 
fnamedrlike, to that faireſt face, fearing he bid nie look away 
from him; my gniltineſs kiſeth-up upon me, and L have no nil: 
ſwer for it. Ioffœed wfitangue to Chłiſt, and my pains in hu 
houſe; and what know I what it meaneth, when Cheiftwill.ag 
recęiye mypear proping Men lode wil wor take; we expo 
it will neither 3akenorgives borrownor lend.) Y aChirith 
another ſea>comnipatahe cfaileth yr than my. ſlrort and rw WIN 
(thoughts # Ileaveſhis part oflit to himſelf. 1'dare® not expν,ꝭ]u : 
his dealing, as ſorrow and miſpelief often dictateth' th te: 187 
look often with. my bleared and blific ey t hy Lord's ech 
and when 1logk tothe wrong ſide of his erofs, T EHOW Te 
a ſtep and 4 ſlide: ſurely Iſes I hdve not degs of my oH ft þ 
. carrying me to heaven ; I muſt go in at heaven's gates, borrow 
ing ſtrength from Chriſt. d Tam often thinking, O if be void A 
but give me leave to laye him; and if Chriſt wuld but pen th 
his wares, and the infinite plies and windings and cornets offs 
ſoul-delighting love, and let me-ſec/iry) lihe an hungry ia. 
ſide meat, to;get:my fill of wondring, as a preface to my R 
enjoy ing Rut verily, Ithink my foul eyes would deßle His fr 
love to look at it; eithen mychunger ds over üble, fifthit 
mag be ſaid) or elſe I conſider not hat honobf it to get leite 
to love Cbriſt. O that he duld pity a priſoner? and def wütg 
Hoock upon the dry: ground b IH nothing tu kim to fill æhe le 
of me; one f hislooks world: dome meikld works goed "gf 
him polity Lknow Fam not at a point yet with Chris , 
Jam not ꝓetafitted for ſo muchas 1 woutd have oA wy hope 
. fitteth,peighbour'with-metkle black hunger atid certainly 16; 
nat but think, there is more of that love orddined for me th 
vet camprencnch; and Eknownbr chen teh 
 Hiag wilrgire weg {hall he glad Lk agrychilli getdeatet 
lyebeſide- Chriſtg Waiting on an anfwer; NO.] Þ would be fol 
and rejoice it d got a ꝓ o man d ans of fthat {weeteſt love: but 
I configeptly-aclicve there gis ia bed made) fürꝰ Ohrlſt and me 
and that we hall take our ß of love invita} and J often thin 
When my joy is run but, and) tothe loweſt ebb; that TWoud 
ſeek no mort, hut my ighis pa ſt uw King's greatsſag}; and the 
theſe eyes af mine could ſte Chriſt's haud at Een If you 
Jord all yau to ſufttrinffberiordifinayodyherofhal bela nen 
allowange af thei king fan your en came tb e of the 
ſoſteſt los Cbriſt hath lid haid underchifiwitnefies bad, tho 
often they miuſt ſet don hein har Feet umbng thorns! Ht 
hath broughtimy poor ſouſit ode fire anUiviſty, O that my aſhes 
vod the! powder I ſhall be diffolved into; had well tuned tougde 
1% praiſe him. Thus In haſte, defiring your prayers and 2 
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[recommend you kong ſweet, ſyeet maſter, my I REY 
Lord, my whoa; LE held all., Grace be with you. | 

gp berdeenyd 1c 1. a 1828 eur N a” Hie only Lord 
7 a 1637. red ft 801 s 90561 fit Fur, 8. R. 
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| ICE, margy and peace beta yo. I am glad that ye 
V goon zt Chriſt's back, in this dark and-cloudy time; it 
were gaod toſſell other things for him for en all theſe days 
are over, we {hall find it our advantage; that we have taken 
part with Chriſt: A confidently! believe, bis enemies ſhall be 
his ſoot ſtooh and that he ſhall make green flowers dead wither- 
ed hay, When the:hohowr and glory thall-fall off them, like the 
loom or flower of. a green herb fhaken'with the wind. It were 
not wiſdom. for us to think that Ohriſt and the goſpel will come 
and ſit down at our fire- ſidè ę nay} but we muſtigo out of our 
warm heuſeß, and feek Chriſt and his goſpel : it is not the ſun- 
ny. ſide-of, Chriſt thatiwe-muſt look to, and we muſt not forſake 
him for Want of chat j but: muſt ſet dur: face 'againſt what may 
befall-us, ; in. following on; tilbhe and we be through the briars 
and bu hes on e e Our ſoft nature would be born 
through che &rpubles df this: miſerable life, in Chriſt's: arms; 
and it, is, þig iſdom avbo knoweth our mould, that his bairns 
o vet hod andhealdefooted th heaven, O how fweet a thing 
yere it farcust to lenxn to make gur burdens light, by framing 
our hearts t the burden; and making our Lord's will a law! I 
had ChrifOand bizzerofimpt fo il to pleaſe; no yet ſuch trou- 


hefame gueſts ap:mericcall them; nay, I'think patience ſhould 


make Cheige water goad wine, and this droſs good metal: and 
[2d we ha vel elſe to walt on; for; ere it be ſong, our Maſter 
vill he at us andzbring/this whole world out before the ſun and 
day-light- in heir blat sand whites. | Happy are they who are 
bund watchipg⸗ 2 ohr landaglaſs is not ſoilong 4s we need to wea- 
17; time will eat awayiand:raoot out our woes and ſorrow; our 
heaven is in therbud, and growing upto an harveſt; why then 
\thould. wel tot follow ong! ſee ing our ſpan length of time will 
come to an inch 2) Þhdreforeik commend Chriſt to you as your 
ſt leipg, and jongeſt living huſband, and the ſtaff of your old 
ge ; let him haye now the reſi of? your: days: and think not 
much of a ſtormupomthe ſhip that Qhriſt ſaileth in; there ſhall 
no paſſenger fahſo sor: honrd, but the crazed thip and the ſea 
ſick paſſengers: (hall; comb to land ſafe, Lam in as ſweet come 
nunion with, Chriſt as a poor finner can be; and am only pain- 
ed that he hath much lbeauty and fairneſs, and I little love ; he 
great power find mercy, and Þ little faith; he much light, and 
| bleared eyes, O that I ſaw him in the [wetneſs of his love, 
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him, then that fait 
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and in kis marria e cloaths, and were over head, and cars with 
that rincely one ae Jeſus my Lord! Alas, my riven "Git" 
and fun anning out veffel Ris hold "Rttle of ae Jeſus... I box 
joy in this, 15 Twould r not. eſis Youths! before 1 12 ol | 
lawful heritige in men's tryſt ing; and What Kao if th 
would have pleaſed both Chriſt and me:? Alas, that this 10 
hath put Chriſt to open Toupin , "and to an Any man more bidsf 
Bleffea are they. who would. hold the crown on. his .head, and 
buy | Chriſt's. honour with. their own. loſſes. 1 rejoice to het 
r fon ohn i is coming to. vit it. Chriſt, aric taſte of his love; | 
1 Kage he. {hall not loſe his pains, or rue 12 ' of that choice. f 
tad always (as I faid often to you) 2 great | ove to. dear Mr. John 
Brown, becauſe I thoug ht Ifaw Chriſt, in kim. more than in hy 
brethren: : Fain Would I write to bim, to ſta nd b by my ſweet Mal. 
ter; and I wiſh ye would let him ae my letter, 129d the joy! 
have, if he will appear Pre 325d 1 1 my! Lord d Jeſus. FM 
bewith ou, | | 5 
"arte „ NM. arch, I OY 46 "Fours i in his fort 1 | 
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counſel; and how beit! woul 7 
w; but 1 belcech 1 you to d f ri 1 ba 
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ty of. Jeſus, and felt thy nell oth hs 5 my 0 run thro 


fire and water to be af him] God fend. 150 im. Fray fe or me 
for I cannot forget you. 5 


age be with 1 
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N mercy and peace be to you, 4 am glad to heat 


that Chriſt and ye are one, and that ye have made him 1* 
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og; where many. are painful, ROY in ſeeking NN 
ing and their many things are nothing. It is only beſt, .y 
jourſelf apart, as a thing laid up and out "of the B7 8 
Ir. "Chriſt alone; 3, for ye are 800d for no other thing | but Chri 
ad he's been going about you theſe many years, by. aalen. 
de 8e you to himſelf; it were a pity. 2 a loſs to ſay via. 
„ Verily I cout; by that I could ſwim through hell, and 
|| the ill w cather in the world, and Chriſt 3 in my arms 3 but it 
my evil and 8 that, Excep t Chriſt come onkel for, 1 do 
VR go to 174 3 en he and 1 fall in reckoning, We are 
oth behind, ke? Fe 151 ment, Pt 1 fry counting ; and fo marches 
ill unxid, and counts! uncleared betwixt us. O that he 
rould take bis own Face for t Equnts and miſcounts, that | mi bt 
& 2, fee man, ab bad any claim to me but only, only. 
. I will 8 has 15 botidage”t be rouped, compriſed N 
e by, Eliriſt 55 bond-m 28 Think well of the viſi- 
ations of your” In! for I Hud dne thing, g. I faw* not well 
fore, that when the fag are under trials, and well buubled, 
le fins roſe goat cklès 3nd war ſhouts in the conſcience and 
n proſperit Y, < dagegen is a Pope, to give dit) ſpenſations, and 
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« out and in, and gizer latitude and elboweroom to our heart. 

) how little care we for pardon at "Cheri's hand „hen we make 

tian heel ! and all is but bairns play, till a crofs without PN 

get an hieav fer cxols ane and "th "then we play nv longer 

r los. It Je g el AiN to be ſevere Z aint öurſelses; for ay 
bit transform Od thitkcy to“ an idol, and an idol bat ba 'ba 

; Rk: Harb oY ba Tere bf res of God into wan- 


os dane Bay "Ife che y, Who" take up God, wrath, juſtices 

wm Wy lin; 12 In chemfelbe s: for we Habe Ii ri 
1 Aut, that ir 4 with child, lem we Rave bod elne 2 
0 hut, God be"than = Hit" falvation. is Hot rolled d „on ous, 


heels.” Oo biit 19103 An a ſaving ecyę f ae is in his eye 
ds; wheh "ke Obe on in 1 as faded; con 'bi im bu it. 
5 book, to cler KAY ” of the "merits 5 free merits, and 

19 tie dear bol 9 al theſdeſtgae t bade Eder ze could have 
1" iMfotten of Heft e FE fe "Ad ſur re way is 
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Ot, to come nM hell, 0 ok on 3 Leicur T af Sterift and 


1h {WFP hows be 0 WW heaven bet wint⸗ em, 15 and be 
ers of fate flo fett e's dnfer of fuvarion, What, more 
N humble cot uld we be! 8 ad Hr ne Excp nt Amen deln © rift 
eie on lis 1 ep 17 BT t wild? flowers, 

7 ll we ſpeak by 1 ay \ ow ee e there nothing büt 
1.9 perfect garden flöwers in heaven, and the beſt plenithi that 
s chere is Chriſt” We dre UT oblige Aol oe heaven for Chris 


lake; he graceth bedben, and att Ris Fathefs houſe, with his 
heat peience :; he 1 is a oſe that beautifieth all the upper. garden of 
" Cod; a leaf of that Role cr God for {mell i is worth a world : 
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O that he would blow his ſmell upon a withered and dead ſoul 
let us then go on to meet with him, and to be filled with the 
ſweetneſs of his love. Nothing will hold him from us; be 
hath decreed to put time, fin, hell, devils, men and death gy 
of the way, and to rid the rough way betwixt us and him, thy 
we may enjoy one another. It is ſtrange and wonderful, that hs 
would think long in heaven without us, and that he would hzys 
the company of ſinners to folace and delight himſelf withal in 
heaven; and now the ſupper is abiding us; Chriſt the Bride. 
groom with deſire is waiting on, till the Bride, the Lam); 
wife, be buſked for the marriage, and the great hall be rid. ſor 
the meeting of that joyful couple. O fools, what do we here? 
and why fit we ſtill ? why ſleep we in the priſon ? were it net 
beſt to make us wings, to flee up to our bleſſed match, our mar- 
row, and our fellow friends? I think, Miſtrefs, ye are looking 
thereaway, and this is your ſecond or third thought; make for. 
ward, your guide waiceth on you. I cannot but bleſs you far 
your care and kindneſs to the ſaints. God give you to finl 
mercy in that day of our Lord Jeſus, to whoſe Grin grace Ire. 
commend you, 


Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in our Lord Jeſus, 8. N. 
. ISO RISEN 
60. To WILLIAM RIGG of Athernic, 


Much honoured and wortby Sir, 
OUR letter, full of complaints, bemoaning your guilti 
neſs, hath humbled me; but give me leave to ſay, Ye ſeem 
too far upon the law's fide ye will not gain much to be the 
law's advocate; I thought ye had not been the law's, but grace' 
man; nevertheleſs, I am ſure ye defire to take God's part . 
gainſt yourſelf ; whatever your guiltineſs be, yet when it falleth 
into the ſea of God's mercy, it is but like a drop of blood fal. 
en in the great ocean. There is nothing here to be done, but 
let Chriſt's doom light on the old man, and let him bear bs 


hath but power over your worſt half: let the blame therefore 
iy where the blame ſhould be; and let the new man be ſure to 
ſay, I am comely as the tents of Kedar, howbeit I be black and 
ſun burnt, by fitting neighbour befide a body of fin. I ſeek 30 
more here but room for grace's defence, and Chriſt's white 
throne, whereto a ſinner, condemned by the law, may appeal; 
but the uſe that I make of it is, I am ſorry that I am not ſo ten- 
der and thin-{kinned, though I am ſure Chriſt may find employ- 
ment for his calling in me, if in any living, ſeeing from m. 
youth upward I have been making up the blackeſt proceſs that?: 
ny miniſter in the world, or any other, can anſwer to; and 


when 1 had done this, I painted a providence of my own, and 
wrote 


it. G1 r IIA 
rote eaſe for myſelf, and a peaceable miniſtry, and the ſun 
zining on me, till ! ſhould be in at heaven's gates ſuch green. 
ad raw thoughts had L of God! 1 thought alſo of a  Neeping.. 
vil that would paſs by the like of me, tying'in muirs and gut 
ends; 10 1 bogged the gouk's neſt, and. dreamed of dving at 
iſe, and living ina fobl's Parkdiſd: but ſince cache hither, 
im often to, as that they would have much lege Hat would 
«(ate me, that Chriſt hath not written wrath” on my dumb 
ad ſilent ſabbaths : (Which is a perfecution of the elt editi- 
i, being ufcd againſt none in this land, tliat I can learn of, 
eſides me) and often Flie under à non: entry, 2 woutd gladly 
| x! my Joys to be eonfirined King Jeſuss free tenant, and to 
wwe ſealed aſſurances p but I fee often Blank papers. And my 
ezteſt deſires are irheſe/tw6. 1. That Chriſt ould take me 
hand to cure me, and undertake for à fick man: I know 5 & 
Lonld not die under bis hand; and Ferin this, Chile 1 still 
bt, I believe, through a cloud; that ſorrdw which hath no 
jes hath put a veil on Thriſt's love. 2. It pleaſeth him often 
nee I came hither, to come with ſome ſhort bliaks of his ſweet 
we; and then, becauſe I have none to help me to praiſe his 
we, and can do him nepſervice in my own perſon, (as 1 thought 
nee I did in his temple) L die with wiſhes and deſire to take up 
uſe, and Aw DG the wellrſide, and to have him praiſed and 
1 on high: bür, Aab! What can the like of me do, to get a 
vod name raiſed upon my Well. beloved Lord Jeſus, ſuppoſe 1 
ld-defire to be fafpended for ever of my part of heaven, for 
glory? J am ſure if I could get my will of Chriſt's love, and 
aud be once over head and ears in the believed, apprehended, 
nt {een love of the Son ef God, it were the fulfitinig of che. 
res of the only happineſs I would be at. But the truth is, I 
nder my communion with him; becauſe'of want of both faith 
id repentahice,-:and becauſe Iwill make an idol of Chriſt's kiſ- 
5: J will neither lend nor drive, except I fee Chriſt s love run 
channel ;. and when I wait and Took for him the upper 
y, J ſee bis wiſdom is pleaſed to play me a flip, and come the 
ver way: ſo thari have nesſthe right art of guiding Chriſt; | 
"there is art-and-wifdon” toquired in günding of Chritt's love 
ngzint when wee have gotten it: 0 how far are His Ways Above 
ne! O how littte of4vim46 1 ſee l Aud. hen t alfi as dry as. 
burnt heath in a drouthy fummer, and wheit my root is with- 
d, howbeit I thing then, that IW Old ang a Tecful of 10 
P lt, ere ever L would let the rup go from my head; yet 8 
a nothing but delays, as if he worltF make hunger my my 
"y | think myſclfaiſo hangeved* of-hunger⸗; the rich Lord 
tus ſatist V 2 eamithed man. "Graet we er yon. eee 
Aberdeen, Seu. IG, I 730-5 757 one gebn In bis far Hef 
1637, OH, copy 5 15 135-5 3 "Dor hn, 8. R. 
dM bt. Is 
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61. To his worthy and much honoured friend FULK EL1ks, 


Worthy and much honoured in our Lord, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad of oy 
more than paper-acquaintance : ſeeing we have one fr. 

ther, it reckoneth the leſs though we never ſaw one another; 
face. I profeſs myſelf moſt unworthy to follow the camp of ſuch 
a worthy and renowned captain as Chriſt. Oh alas! I hay: 
cauſe to be grieved, that men expect any thing of ſuch a wretch. 
ed man as I am: It is a wonder to me, if Chriſt can make ary 
thing of my naughty, ſhort ai:1 narrow love to him; ſurely i 
is not worth the up-taking. 2. As for our lovely and beloved 
church in Ireland, my heart bleedeth for her deſolation; but! 
believe our Lord is only lopping the vine trees, but not intend. 
ing to cut them down, or root them out. It is true, ſeeing wt 
are heart-atheiſts by nature, and cannot take providence aright, 
(becauſe we halt and crook, ever ſince we fell) we dream ot n 
halting providence as if God's yard, whereby he meaſureth joy 
and ſorrow to the fons of men, were crooked and unjuſt, becauſe 
ſervants are on horſeback, and princes go on foot : but our 
Lord dealeth good and evil, and ſome one portion or other ts 
both, by ounce- weights; and meaſureth them in a juſt andeven 
balance. It is but folly to meaſure the goſpel by ſummer or vi- 
ter weather: the ſummer ſun of the ſaints ſhineth not on then 
in this life. How ſhould we have complained, if the Lord hu 
turned the ſame providence that we now ſtomach at, upſide 
down, and had ordered matters thus, that firſt the ſaints ſhould 
have enjoyed heaven, glory, and eaſe, and then Methuſalem' 
days of forrow ant] daily miferies ? We would think a ſhort her- 
ven no heaven; certainly his way is paſt finding out. 3. Ye 
complain of the evil of heart-atheiſm z but it is to a greater . 
theiſt than any man can be, that ye write that of : Oh, light 
findeth not that reverence and fear as a plant of God's ſetting 
ſhould find in our foul ! How do we by nature, as others, de- 
tain and captivate the truth of God in unrighteouſneſs, and ſo 
make God's light a bound priſoner ? and even when the priſon- WM; 
er breaketh the jail, and cometh out, in belief of a godhead, 
and in ſome practice of holy obedience, how often do we, d 
new, lay hands on the priſoner, and put our light again in fet. 
ters? Certainly there cometh a great miſt and clouds from tht 
lower part of our foul, our earthly affections, to the bighe! 
art, which is our conſcience, either natural or renewed ; 4 
Fake in a lower houſe breaketh up, and defileth the houſe 
bove : if we had more practice of obedience we ſhould have 
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more ſound light. I think, lay aſide all other guiltineſs, this 
one, the violence done to God's candle in our foul, were a ſufh- 
cient dittay againſt us; for there is no helping of this but “ 
ſtriving 
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5 103 
riving to ſtand in awe of God's light; leſt light tell tales of us, 
ve deſire little to- hear: but ſince it is not without God, that 
ight fitteth neighbour to will, (a lawleſs lord) no marvel that 
ach a neighbour-thould teaven our judgment, and darken our 
ght. { ſee there is a neceſſity that we proteſt againſt the doings 
the old man, and raiſe up a party againſt our worſt half to ac- 
uſe, condemn, ſentence, and with ſorrow bemoan the domi- 
jon of fin's kingdom; and withal, make law, in the new co- 
ſenant, againſt our guiltineſs ; for Chriſt once condemned fin 
n the fleth, and we are to condemn it over again: and if there 
had not been ſuch a thing as the grace of Jeſus, I ſhould have 
ong fince given up with heaven, and with the expectation to 
© God: but grace, grace, free grace, the merits of Chriſt 
or nothing, white and fair, and large Saviour mercy (which is 
nother fort of thing than creatures, mercy, or law mercy, yea, 
thouſand degrees above angel-mercy) hath heen,, and muſt be, 
he rock that we, drowned ſouls, muſt ſwim to. New waſhing, 
enewed application of purchaſed redemption, by that ſacred 
Hood that ſcaleth the free covenant, is a thing of daily and 
hourly ute to a poor finner. Till we be in heaven our iſſue of 
lood will not be quite dried up; and therefore we muſt reſolve 
0 apply peace to our ſouls from the new and living way; and 
clus, who cleanſeth and cureth the leprous ſoul, lovely Jeſus, 
nuſt be our ſong on this fide of heaven's gates; and even when 
re have won the caſtle, then muſt we eternaily fing, Worthy, 
rorthy is the Lamb, who hath ſaved us, and walled us in his 
wn blood. I would counſel all the ranſomed ones to learn this 
0ng, and to drink nd be drunk with the love of Jeſus. O fair- 
it, O higheſt, O lovelieſt one, open the well! O water the 
burnt and withered travellers with this love of thine ! I think 
15 poſſible on earth to build a young new Jeruſalem, a little 
e heaven of this ſurpaſſing love. God, either fend me more 
t this love or take me quickly over the water, where | may be 
led with his love: my ſoftneſs cannot take with want; J pro- 
cls, | bear not hunger of Chriſt's love, fair: 1 know not if 1 
Jay foul play with Chriſt, but 1 would have a link of that chain 
his providence mended, in pining and delaying the hungry 
a-waiters. For myſelf, I could with that Chriſt would let out 
pon me more of that love; yet to ſay Chriſt is a niggard to 
© I dare not; and if I ſay, I have abundance of his love, [ 
ould lie: | am half ſtraitned to complain, and cry, Lord Je- 
4 wy hold thy hand no longer. Worthy Sir, let me bave your 
nel ers in my bonds. Grace be with you. TE | 
his Aberdeen, Sept. 7. 5 8 Y ours in his ſuutet 
fi 1637. EN, Lm Jeſs, R. S. 
U. N 2 | 62170 
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62. To JAMES LINDSAY. 


Dear brother, 


HE ccnſtant and daily obſerving of God's going along 1 
with you, in his coming, gaing, ebbing, flowing, em. n 
bracing and kiſſing, glooming and ſtriking, giveth me (a witle Wy 
and lazy obſerver at the Lords way and working) an hege 
firoke : could I keep fight of him, and know when I want, ad! 
carry as became me in that condition, I would bleſs my caſe, Wh 
But, 1. For deſertions, I think them like lying lee of lean and} 
weak land for ſome years, while it gather ſap for a better cr. 
It is poſſible to gather gold, where it may be had, with moon 
light, Oh, if I could but creep one foot, or halt a toot, neare 
into Jeſus in ſuch a diſmal night as that, when he is away! [ 
thould think it an happy abſence. , 2. If I knew the Beloved 
were only gone away for trial, and for further humiliation, and 
not. ſmoked out of the houſe with new provocations, I wou 
forgive deſertions, and hold my peace at his abſence ; but Chriſt 
bought abſence (that I bought with my ſin) is two running boils 
at once, one upon either fide.z and what fide then can I lay on? 
3. I know, as night and thadows are good for flowers, and 
moon light and des are beter than a continual ſun; ſo is Chrilt' 
abſence of ſpecial uſe, and it hath ſome nouriſhing: virtue int 
and giveth ſap to humility, and putteth an edge on hunger, an 
furniſheth a Fair field to faith to put forth itſelf, and to exercil 
its fingers in gripping it ſeeth not what. , 4., It is mercy's won 
der and grace's wonder, that Chriſt will lend a piece of the lodg 
ing, and a back-chamber beſide himſelf, to our luſts ; and tha 
he and ſuch ſwine thould keep houſe together in our foul ; for 
1uppole they couch and contract themſelves into little roon 
when Chriſt cometh in, and ſeem to ly as dead under his feet 
yet they often break out again: and that a foot of the old man 
er a leg or arm nailed to Chriſt's croſs, looſeth the nail, 0 
breaketh out again; and yet Chriſt, befide this unruly and mi 
nurtered neighbour, can ſtiil be making heaven in the {aint 
one way or other. May not I ſay, Lord Jeſus, what doſt tho 
here? Yet here he mult be; but I will not loſe my feet to g 
on into this depth and wonder; for free mercy, and infini 
merits, took a lodging to Chriſt and us, beſide ſuch a lothſom 
gueſt as fin. 5. Sanctification, and mortification of our luſts 
are the hardeſt part of Chriſtianity, It is, in a manner, as 13 
tural to us to leap when we ſee the New Jeruſalem, as to laugy 
when we are tickled : joy is not under command, or at our nog 
when Chriſt kiſſeth ; but O how many of us would have Chill 
divided in two halves, that we might take the half of him only 
aud take his office, Jeſus and ſalvation ! but Lord is a cumbeg 


ſme word, and to obcy, and work out our own ſalvation, 4 
l 
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to perfect holineſs, is the cumberſome and ſtormy northſide 

of Chriſt, and that we ſhew and ſhift. 6th, For your queſ- 
tion, The acceſs ,that reprobates have ta Chriſt (which is 

none at all, for to the Father in Chriſt neither can they, 

nor will they come, becauſe Chriſt died not for them; and 
ret by law, God and juſtice overtaketh them) I ſay, firſt, 

There are with you more worthy and learned than I am, Meflrs. 

Dickſon, Blair, and Hamilton, who can more fully fatisfy you; 

but I {hall ſpeak in brief what I think of it, in theſe aſſertions. 

Firſt, All God's juſtice toward man and angels floweth from an 
it of abſolute, ſovereign free-will of God, who is our Former 
and Potter, and we are but clay; for if he had forbidden to eat 

of the reſt of the trees of the garden of Eden and commanded + 
Adam to eat of the tree of knowlege of good and evil, that com- 

mand no doubt had been as juſt as this, Eat of all the trees, but 
not at all of the tree of knowlege of good and evil. The reaſon 
b, becauſe his will is his juſtice, and he willeth not things with 
out himſelf, becauſe they are juſt: God needeth not hunt ſanc- 
tiy, holineſs or righteouſneſs from things without himſelf, and 
ſo not from the actions of men and angels; becauſe his will is 
eſentially holy and juſt, and the prime rule of holinefs and juſ- 
tice; as the fire is naturally light, and inclineth upward, and 
the earth heavy, and inclineth downward. The ſecond aſſer- 
tion then is, that God faith to reprobates, Believe in Chriſt (who 
hath not died for your ſalvation) and ye ſhall be ſaved, is juſt 
right; becauſe his eternal and eſſentially juſt will hath fo enac- 
ted and decreed : ſuppole natural reaſon {peak againſt this, this 
k the deep and ſpecial myſtery of the goſpel. God hath obli- 
ged hard and faſt, all the reprobates of the viſible church to be- 
lieve this promiſe, He that believeth ſhall be taved ; and yet, in 
God's decree and ſecret intention, there is no falvation at all 
decreed and intended to reprobates: and yet the obligation of 
Cod, being from his ſovereign free- will, is moſt juſt, as is ſaid 
n the firſt aſſertion. Third aſſertion, the righteous Lord hath 
right over the reprobates and all reaſonable creatures, that vio- 
hate his commandments; this is eaſy. Fourth aſſertion, The 
faith that God ſeeketh of reprobates, is, that they rely upon 
Chriſt, as deſpairing of their own righteouſneſs, leaning whc!- 
iv, and withal humbly, as weary and loaded, upon Chriſt, as 
on the reſting ſtone laid in Zion; but he feeketh not that, 
Kthout being weary of their fin, they rely on Chriſt, mankind's 
daviour z for to rely on Chriſt, and not to be weary of lin, is 
petumption, not faith: faith is ever neighbour to a contrite 
lpirit; and it is impoſſible that faith can be, where there is not 
au caden down and contrite heart, in ſome mealture, for ſin: 
now 1t is certain, God commandeth no man to preſume. Fifth 
uerion, Then reprobates are not ablolutely oviiged to believe 


Chriit 


* 
| 
* 


196 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Eppiſt. 


Chriſt died for them in particular; for neither reprobates ny 
ethers are obliged to believe a lie: only they're oblig'd to beliey 
on Chriſt, if they be firſt weary, burdened, fick, and condemng 
in their on ͤconſciences, and (tricken- dead and killed with th 
law's ſentence, and have indeed embraced him as offered, which 
is a ſecond and ſubſequent act of faith, following after a coming 
to him. Sixth aſſertion, Reprobates are not formally gulli 
of contempt of God, and miſbelief, beeauſe they apply na 
Chriſt and the promiſes of the goſpel to themſelves in particu. 
lar; for ſo they ſhould be guilty becauſe they believe not a lie, 
which God never obliged them to believe. Seventh aſſertion, 
Juſtice hath a right to puniſh reprobates, becauſe out of pride 
of heart, confiding in their own righteouſneſs, they rely not u. 
pon Chriſt, as a Saviour of all them that come t him: this 
God may juſtly oblige them unto; becauſe in Adam they had 
perfect ability to do; and men are guilty, becauſe they love 
their own inability, and reſt upon themſelves, and refuſe to de- 
ny their own righteouſneſs, and to take them to Chriſt, in 
whom there is righteouſneſs for wearied finners. Eighth af. 
ſertion, It is one thing to rely, lean, and reſt upon Chriſt, in 
humility and wearineſs of ſpirit, and denying our own righte- 
ouſneſs, believing him to be the only righteouſneſs of wearied 
ſinners; and it is another thing to believe Chriſt died for me, 
John, Thomas, Anna, upon an intention and decree to fave us 
by name. For, 1ſt, The firſt goeth firſt, the latter is always 
after in due order. 2dly, The firſt is faith, the ſecond. is a 
fruit of faith, and 3d, The firſt obligeth reprobates and all men 
in the viſible kirk, the latter obligeth only the weary and laden, 
and ſo only the elect and effectually called of God. Ninth al- 
ſertion, It is a vain order, I know not if Chriſt died for me, 
John, 'Thomas, Anna by name; and therefore I dare not rely 
on him. The reaſon is, becauſe it is not faith, to believe God's 
intention and decree of election at the firſt, ere ye be wearied: 
look firſt to your own intention and ſoul, if ye find fin a bur- 
den, and can reſt under it upon Chriſt; if this be once, now 
come and believe in particular, or apply by ſenſe (for in my 
judgment it is a fruit of belief, not belief) and feeling the good 
will, intention, and gracious purpoſe of God anent your falva- 
tion: hence, becauſe there is malice in reprobates, and con- 
tempt of Chriſt, guilty they are, and juſtice hath law againſt 
them: and, which is the myſtery, they cannot come up to 
Chriſt, becauſe he died not for them; but their ſin is, that they 
love their inability to come to Chriſt; and he who loveth his 
chains, deſerveth chains: and thus in ſhort ; remember my 
bonds. EO TIS 

Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in his faveet Lord Jeſu, 8. R. 
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63- To the Earl of CASSILS. 


My very honourable and noble Lord, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. Pardon 
me to expreſs my earneſt deſire to your Lordſhip for Zi- 
% ſake, for whom we ſhould not hold our peace. I know your 
ordſhip will take my pleading on his behalf in the better part, 
cauſe the neceſſity of a falling and weak church is urgent. I 
elieve your Lordſhip is one of Zion's friends, and that by ob- 
gation; for when the Lord fhall count and write up the peo- 
le, it ſhall be written, This man was born there. Therefore 
cauſe your Lordſhip is a born ſon of the houſe, I hope your 
Jefire is, that the beauty and glory of the Lord may. dwell in 
he midſt of the city, whereof your Lordſhip is a ſon. It muſt 
he, without. all doubt, the greateſt honour of your place and 
ouſe, to kiſs the Son of God, and for his fake to be kind to 
is opprefled and wronged Bride, who, now in the day of her 
leſolation, beggeth help of you, that are the ſhields of the 
arth. I am fure many kings, princes and nobles, in the day 
of Chriſt's ſecond coming, would be glad to run errands for 
Chriſt, even bare-footed through fire and water; but in that day 
he will have none of their ſervice. Now he is aſking, if your 
Lordſhip will help him againſt the mighty of the earth, when 
men are ſetting their ſhoulders to Chriſt's fair and beautiful 
tent in this land, to looſe its ſtakes, and break it down? and 
certainly ſuch as are not with Chriſt, are againſt him : and bleſ- 
ſed thall your Lordthip be of the Lord, bleſſed ſhall your houſe 
and ſeed be, and bleſſed ſhall your honour be, if ye empawned, 
and lay in Chriſt's hand, the earldom of Caflils (and it is but a 
ſhadow in compariſon of the city made without hands) and lay 
it even at the ſtake, rather than Chriſt, and borne down truth 
want a witncſs of you, againſt the apoſtaſy of this land. Ye 
hold your lands of Chriſt, your charters are under his ſeal, and 
he who hath many crowns on his head, dealeth, cutteth, and 
carveth pieces of this clay-heritage to men at his pleaſure. It is 
little your Lordſhip hath to give him; he will not ſleep long in 
your common, but ſhall ſurely pay home your loſſes for his 
cauſe. It is but our bleared eyes that look through a falſe glaſs 
to this idol-god of clay, and think ſomething of it : they who 
Ire paſt with their laſt ſentence to heaven or hell, and have 
made their.reckoning, and departed out of this ſmoky inn, have 
now no other conceit of this world, but as a piece of beguiling 
well. luſtered clay; and how faſt doth time (like a flood in mo- 
tion) carry your Lordſhip out of it? and is not eternity coming 
with wings | court goeth not in heaven as it doth here. Our 
Lord (who hath all you, the nobles, lying in the ſhell of his 
balance) eſteemeth you accordingly as ye are the Bridegroom's 
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friends or foes :. your. honourable. anceſtors, with the hazard gf 
their lives, brought Chriſt to our hands; and it ſhall be cruelty 
to the poſterity, if ye loſe him to them. One of our tribe, 
Levi's ſons, tha watchmen, are fallen from the Lord, and have 
fold their mother and their father alſo, and the Lord's truth, 
for their new velvet world, and their ſattin church. If ye, the 
nobles, play Chriſt a ſlip, now when his back is at the wall, (if! 
may fo ſpeak) then may we ſay, that the Lord hath caſten wa. 
ter upon Scotland's ſmoaking coal ; but we hope better things 
of you. It is no wiſdom, however it be the ſtate wiſdom noy 
in requeſt, to be ſilent, when they are caſting lots for a better 
thing than Chriſt's coat. All this land, and every man's part 
of the play for Chriſt, and tears of poor and friendleſs Zion, 
(now going dool-like in ſackcloth) are up in heaven before our 
Lord ; and there is no. queſtion, but our King and Lord ſhall be 
maſter of the fields at length: and we would all be glad to di. 
vide the ſpoil with Chriſt, and to ride in triumph with him; 
but, Oh, how few will take a cold bed of ſtraw in the camp with 
him! How fain would men have a well-thatched houſe above 
their heads, all the way to heaven! And many now would gots 
heaven the land way (for they love not to be ſea-ſick) riding up 
to Chriſt upon foot, mantles, and rattling coaches, and rubbing 
their velvet with the princes of the land in the higheſt ſeats. If 
thi; be the way Chriſt called ſtrait and narrow, I quit all ſkillof 
the way to ſalvation. Are they not rouping Chriſt and the gol- 
pel? Have they not put our Lord Jeſus to the market, and he 
who out-biddeth his fellow ſhall get him ? O my dear and noble 
Lord, go on (howbeit the, wind be in your face) to back out 
princely captain; be couragious for him: fear not theſe who 
have no ſubſcribed leaſe of days; the worms ſhall eat kings: 
let the Lord Jehovah be your fear; and then, as the Lord liv- 
eth, the victory is yours. It is true many are ſtriking up a new 
way to heaven; but my ſoul for theirs, if they find it; and if 
this be not the only way, whoſe end is Chriſt's Father's houſe : 
and my weak experience, ſince the day I was firſt in bonds, 
hath confirmed me in the truth and aſſurance of this: let doc- 
tors and learned men cry the contrair, I am perſuaded this is 
the way. The bottom hath fallen out of both their wit and con- 
ſcience at once; their book hath beguiled them, for we have 
fallen upon the true Chriſt. I dare hazard, if I alone had ten 
ſouls, my falvation upon this ſtone, that many now break their 
bones upon. Let them take this fat world, Oh, poor and hun- 
gry is their paradiſe | Therefore let me intreat your Lordthip, 
by your compearance before Chriſt, now while this piece of the 
afternoon of your day is before you, (for you know not when 
your ſun will turn and eternity ſhall benight you) let your glo- 
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his rich grace, and tender mercy, and to the never-dying com- 
forts of his gracious Spirit, I recommend your Lordſhip and 
noble houſe. | PIs | SIA 
Aberdeen, Sept. 9. 1 Your Lordſbip's at al! 
1037. | obedience, 8. R. 


64. To the Lady L AR GIRIE. 


— 
— 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I hope ye know 
what conditions paſt betwixt Chriſt and you, at your firſt 

meeting: ye remember, he ſaid, your ſummer days would have 
clouds, and your roſe a prickly. thorn beſide it : Chriſt is un- 
mixt in heaven, all ſweetneſs and honey; here we have him 
with his thorny and rough croſs; yet I know no tree beareth 
ſvecter fruit than Chriſt's. croſs, except I would raiſe a lying 
report on it. It is your part to take Chriſt, as he is to be had 
in this life: ſufferings are like a wood planted round about his 
houſe, over door and window : if we could hold faſt our grips 
of him, the field were won, Yet a little while and Chriſt ſhall 
triumph : give over his own ſhort time, to ſpin 'out theſe two 
long threads of heaven and hell to all mankind, for certainly 
the thread will not break; and when he hath accompliſhed his 
work in Mount Zion, and-hath refined his filyer, he will bring, 
new vefſels out of the furnace, and pleniſh his houſe, and take 
up houſe again. I counſel you to free yourſelf of clogging'temp- 
tations, by overcoming fome, and contemning others, and 
watching over all: abide true and loyal to Chriſt, for few now 
are faſt to him; they give Chriſt blank paper, for a bond of 
ſervice and attendance now when Chriſt hath moſt ado: to waſte _ 
alittle blood with Chriſt, and fo put our part of this droſſy world 
in pawn over in his hand, as willing to.quit it for him, is the 
fafeſt cabinet to keep the-world in: but theſe who would take 
the world and all their flitting on their back, and run away 
irom Chriſt, they will fall by the way, and leave their burden 
behind them, and be taken captive themſelves. Well were my Y 
foul, to put all I have, life and ſoul over in Chriſt's hands; let 
it be forthcoming to all. If any aſk how I do? I anſwer, None 
can be bur well that are in Chriſt : and if I were not ſo, my fuf- 
terings had melted me away in aſhes and ſmoke; I thank my 
Lord, that he hath ſomething in me that this fire cannot conſume. 
Remember my love to your huſband, and ſhew him from me, I 
deſire that he may ſet aſide all things, and make ſure work of ſal- 
vation, that it be not a ſeeking, when the ſand glaſs is run out, 
and time and eternity ſhall tryſte together: there is no errand 
ſo weighty as this; O that he would take it to heart. Grace 
a be with you. : * 
| Aberdeen. Yours in Chrift Jeſus his Lord, S. R. 
| O 65. To 
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their lives, brought Chriſt to our hands; and it ſhall be cruelty 
to the poſterity, if ye loſe him to them. One of our tribe, 
Levi's ſons, the watchmen, are fallen from the Lord, and hays 


for their new velvet world, and their ſattin church. If ye, he 
nobles, play Chriſt a ſlip, now when his back is at the wall, (if! 

may ſo ſpeak) then may we ſay, that the Lord hath caſten wa. 
ter upon Scotland's ſmoaking coal; but we hope better thing 

of you. It is no wiſdom, however it be the ſtate wiſdom now 

in requeſt, to be tilent, when they are caſting lots for a better 

thing than Chriſt's coat. All this land, and every man's part e 
of the play for Chriſt, and tears of poor and friendleſs Zion, | 
(now going dool-like in ſackcloth) are up in heaven before our t 
Lord; and there is no queſtion, but our King and Lord hall be . 
maſter of the fields at length: and we would all be glad to di. Wii! 
vide the ſpoil with Chriſt, and to ride in triumph with him; 

but, Oh, how few will take a cold bed of ſtraw in the camp with e 
him! How fain would men have a well-thatched houſe above Wit 
their heads, all the way to heaven! And many now would gots WW" 
heaven the land way (for they love not to be ſea-ſick) riding up 
to Chriſt upon foot mantles, and rattling coaches, and rubbing W® 
their velvet with the princes of the land in the higheſt ſeats. II 
thi; be the way Chriſt called ſtrait and narrow, I quit all {killo! WW" 
the way to ſalvation. Are they not rouping Chriſt and the gol- WP 
pel? Have they not put our Lord Jeſus to the market, and be iP 
who out-biddeth his fellow ſhall get him? O my dear and noble WW" 
Lord, go on (howbeit the wind be in your face) to back out 
princely captain; be couragious for him: fear not theſe wo 
have no ſubſcribed leaſe of days; the worms ſhall eat kings: 
let the Lord Jehovah be your fear; and then, as the Lord liv- WP 
eth, the victory is yours, It is true many are ſtriking up a nev 
way to heaven; but my ſoul for theirs, if they find it; and if | 
this be not the only way, whoſe end is Chriſt's Father's houſe: 

and my weak experience, ſince the day I was firſt in bonds, Wi. 
hath confirmed me in the truth and aſſurance of this: let doc. 


tors and learned men cry the contrair, I am perſuaded this is 


the way. The bottom hath fallen out of both their wit and con- 


' ſcience at once; their book hath beguiled them, for we have 


fallen upon the true Chriſt. I dare hazard, if I alone had ten 
ſouls, my ſalvation upon this ſtone, that many now break their 
bones upon. Let them take this fat world, Oh, poor and hun- 
gry is their paradiſe ! Therefore let me intreat your Lordthip, 
by your compearance before Chriſt, now while this piece of the 
afternoon of your day is before you, (for you know not when 
your {un will turn and eternity ſhall benight you) let your glo- 
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rich grace, and tender mercy, and to the never-dying com- 

orts of his gracious Spirit, I recommend your Lordſhip and 

\oble houſe. | 

Aberdeen, Sept. 9. Your Lordſbip's at all 
1037. obedience, 8. R. 


64. To the Lady LARGIRIE. 
Miſtreſs, | 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I hope ye know 
what conditions paſt berwixt Chriſt and you, at your firſt 
neeting : ye remember, he ſaid, your ſummer days would have 
louds, and your roſe a prickly thorn beſide it : Chriſt 1s un- 
nixt in heaven, all ſweetneſs and honey; here we have him 
ith his thorny and rough croſs; yet I know no tree beareth 
weeter fruit than Chriſt's croſs, except I would raiſe a lying 
eport on it. It is your part to take Chriſt, as he is to be had 
n this life: ſufferings are like a wood planted round about his 
ouſe, over door and window: if we could hold faſt our gri 
f him, the field were won, Yet a little while and Chriſt ſhall 
riumph : give over his own ſhort time, to ſpin out theſe two 
ng threads of heaven and hell to all mankind, for certainly 
ne thread will not break; and when he hath accompliſhed his 
york in Mount Zion, and hath refined his filyer, he will bring, 
e vefſels out of the furnace, and pleniſh his houſe, and take 
p houſe again. I counſel you to free yourſelf of clogging temp- 
ations, by overcoming ſome, and contemning others, and 
atching over all: abide true and loyal to Chriſt, for few now 
re faſt to him; they give Chriſt blank paper, for a bond of 
ervice and attendance now when Chriſt hath moſt ado: to waſte 
little blood with Chriſt, and fo put our part of this droſſy world 
n pawn over in his hand, as willing to.quit it for him, is the 
ate{t cabinet to keep the world in: but theſe who would take 
he world and all their flitting on their back, and run away 
rom Chriſt, they will fall by the way, and leave their burden 
ehind them, and be taken captive themſelves, Well were my 
ou!, to put all I have, life and foul over in Chriſt's hands; let 
de forthcoming to all. If any aſk how I do? I anſwer, None 
an be bur well that are in Chriſt : and if I were not ſo, my fuf- 
erings had melted me away in aſhes and ſmoke; I thank my 
Lord, that he hath ſomething in me that this fire cannot conſume. 
Remember my love to your huſband, and ſhew him from me, I 
cure that he may ſet aſide all things, and make ſure work of ſal- 
ation, that it be not a ſeeking, when the ſand glaſs is run out, 
nd time and eternity ſhall tryſte together : there is no errand 
ſo weighty as this; O that he would take it to heart. Grace 
© with you, — 
Aberdeen. Yours in Chrift Jeſus his Lord, S. R. 
"03 65. To 
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65. To the Lady DUNGUEIGH. 
M Areſs, 

Long to hear from you, and how ye go on with Chriſt: | 

am ſure that Chriſt and you once met: I pray you faſten 
your grips; there is holding and drawing, and much fea-way 
to heaven, and we are often ſea-tick ; but the voyage is ſo need. 
ful, that we muſt on any terms take ſhipping with Chriſt, | 
believe it is a good country we are going to, and there is ill lod. 
ging in this ſmoaky houſe of the world, in which we are yet 
living. Oh that we ſhould love ſmoke ſo well, and clay that 
holdeth our feet faſt ! It were our happineſs to follow on after 
Chriſt, and to anchor ourſelves upon the rock, in the upper 
fide of the vail. Chriſt and Satan arc now drawing two parties; 
aud they are blind who ſee not Scotland divided in two camps, 
and Chriſt coming out with his white banner of love, and he 
hangeth that over the heads of his foldiers 7 and the other cap. 
tain, the dragon, is coming, out with a great flag, and crieth, 
| © The world, the world, eafe, honour, and a whole fkin, and 
þ, ſoft couch; and there Iy they, and leave Chriſt to fend for him- 
| ſelf. My counſel i is, that ye come out and leave the multitude, 
S and tet Chriſt have your company; let them take clay and this 
* ſent world, who love it: Chriſt is a more worthy and noble 
portion: bleſſed are theſe who get him. It is good, ere the 
ſtorm rife, to make ready all, and to be prepared to go to the 
camp with Chriſt, feeing he will not keep the houle, nor tit a 
the fire ſide with couchers. A ſhower for Chriſt is little enough, 
| Oh, I find all too little for him! Wo, wo, wo's me, that ! 
'F have no propine for my Lord Jeſus z my love is ſo feckleſs, that 
x, it is a ſhame to offer it to him. Oh if it were as broad as bes- 
ven, as deep as the ſea, I would gladly beſtow it upon him! | 
perſuade you, God is wringing grapes of red wine for Scotland, 
and this land ſhall drink, and ſpue, and fall. His enemies ſhall 
drink the thick of it, and the grounds of it; but Scotland's vi- 
thered tree ſhall Hoſſom aca. and Chriſt thall make a ſecond 
marriage with her, and take home his wife out of the furnace; 
but if our eyes ſhall ſee it, he Enoweth who hath created tine. 
Grace be with you. 
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66. Te IANET MACKULLOCH. 
Loving Siſter, | . ˖ 


RACE, mercy 8 peace be to you. Hold on your courſe, 
for, it may be, I will not ſoon ſee you : venture through 
tic thick of all things after Chriſt, and lole not vour maſter, 
Chriit, in the throng of this great market. Let Chriſt knov 
how heavy, and how many a ſtone weight you and Four Circ 
17 burden, 
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burdens, croſſes, and fins are, let him bear all; make the heritage 
ſure to yourſelf: get charters and writs paſſed and thro', and ptit 
on arms for the battle, and keep you faſt by Chr iſt, and then let the 
wind blow out of what airth it will, your foul will not blow in the 
ſea, I find Chriſt the moſt ſteadable friend and companion in the 
world to me now: the need and uſefulneſs of Chriſt is ſeen beſt 
in trials, Oh if he be not well worthy of his room! Lodge him 
in houſe and heart, and ſtir up your huſband to ſeek the Lord: 
I wonder he hath never written to me; I do not forget him. 
taught you the whole counſel of God, and delivered it to you; 
it will be enquired for at your hands; have it in readineſs a- 
gainſt the time that the Lord aſk for it: make you to meet the 
Lord, and reſt and ſleep in the love of that faireſt among the 
ſons of men: defire Chriſt's beauty; give out all your love to 
bim, and let none fall by: learn in prayer to ſpeak to him: help 
jour mother's ſoul, and deſire her, from me, to ſeek the Lord 
and his ſalvation; it is not ſoon found; many miſs it. Grace 
de with you, 

Aberdeen, 1637. Y cur loving Paſtor, 8. R. 


. . 
67. To my Lord CRAIGHALL. 
My Lord, 


cannot expound your Lordſhip's contrary tides, and theſe 
tentations wherewith ye are aflwlred, to be any other thing 
but Chriſt trying you, and ſaying unto you, And will ye alio 
leave me? I am ſure Chriſt hath a great advantage againſt you 
If ye play foul play to him, in that the holy Spirit hath done his 
part, in evidencing to your «conſcience, that this is the way. of 
Chriſt wherein ye ſhall have peace; and the other, as ſure as 
God liveth, the Antichriſt's way: therefore, as ye fear God 
tear your light, and ſtand in awe of a convincing conſcience 3 it 
b far better for your Lordſhip to keep your conſcience, and to 
hard, in ſuch an honourable cauſe, your place, than wilfully, 
ad againſt your light, to come under guiltineſs. Kings cannot. 
heal broken conſeiences; and when death and judgment ſhall 
compriſe your ſoul, your counſellors and others cannot becon e 
caution to juſtice for you. Ere it be long, our Lord will put a 
inal determination to acts of parliament, and mens laws, and 
will clear you before men and angels of mens unjuſt ſentences. 
de received honour, and place, and authority, and riches, and 
reputation, from your Lord, to ſet forward and advance the 
iderties and freedom of Chriſt's kingdom. Men, whoſe con- 
(cences are made of ſtoutnets, think little of {ſuch matters, 
Thich, notwithitanding, incroach directly upon Chriſt's prerc - 
uwe roval, So would men think it a light matter for Uzzali 
„o put out his hand to held the Lord's faihng ark; but ic coli 
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him his life, And who doubteth but a carnal friend will adviſe 
you to ſhut your window, and pray beneath your breath? y, 
make too great a din with your prayers; ſo would a head-of.yj 
ſpeak if ye were in Daniel's place; but mens overgilded reaſon; 
will not help you when your conſcience js like to rive with: 
double charge, Alas, alas] when will this world learn to ſub. 
mit their wiſdom to the wiſdom of God ! I am ſure, your Lord, 
ſhip hath found the truth; go not then to ſearch it over again, 
for it is ordinary for men to make doubts, when they hate: 
mind to deſert the truth, Kings are not their own men, their 
ways are in God's hand. I rejoice and am glad, that ye reſoly 
to walk with Chriſt, howbeit his court be this, Grace be with 
your Lordſhip. | 
Aberd. Sept. 7, Z our Lordfhip's in bis ſcueet Maſter 
1637. and Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 


See 
68. To WILLIAM RIG G of Atherny, 


Worthy and much honoured Sir, | 3 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you. How fad a prifoner 
would I be, if I knew not that my Lord Jeſus had the 

keys of the priſon himſelf, and that his death and blood hath 
bought a blefling to our croſſes, as well as to ourſelves? Ian 
ſure, troubles have no preyailing right over us, if they be but 
our Lord's ſergeants, to keep us in ward while we are in this 
ide of heaven: I am perſuaded alſo, that they ſhall not goover 
the bound road, nor enter into heaven with us; for they find 
no welcome there, where there is no more death, neither forrow, 
nor crying, neither any more pain and therefore we {hall leaye 
them behind us, Oh, if I could get as good a gait of fin, even 
this woful and wretched body of fin, as I get of Chriſt's croſs! 
Nay, indeed, I think the eroſs beareth both me and itſelf rather 
than I it, in compariſon of the tyranny of the lawleſs fleſh and 
wicked neighbour, that dwelleth befide Chriſt's new creature. 
But, Oh, this is that which preſſeth me down and paineth me; 
Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaints fitteth neighbour with an ill ſecond, 
corruption, deadneſs, coldneſs, pride, luſt, worldlinefs, ſelt- 
love, ſecurity, falſhood, and a world of more the like, which 
I find in me, that are daily doing violence to the new man. 0 
but we have cauſe ta carry low ſails, and to cleave faſt to free 
grace, free, free grace] blefſed be our Lord that ever that Wa) 
was found out : if my one foot were in heaven, and my ſoul 
half in, if free-will and corruption were abſolute Lords of me, 
I mould never win wholly in. O but the ſweet, and living 
way, that Chriſt hath ſtruck up to our home, be a ſafe way! 
ad now preſence and acceſs a greater dainty than before; bo! 


vt the Bridegroom looketh through the latteſs, aud throng! 
| l 
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the hole of the door. O if hel and I were on fair dry land to- 
ether, on the other fide of the water. Grace be with you. 
Herd. Sep. 30. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
| 1637. | Jeſus, 8. R. 


69. To the Lady KILCONQUHAIR. 
Mifreſs, ' | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your let- 

(Fir I am heartily content, ye love and own this oppreſſ- 
ed and wronged caule of Chriſt ; and that now, when ſo man 
are miſcarried, ye are in any meaſure taken with the love of 
ſeſfus. Weary not, but come in, and fee if there be not more in 
Chriſt than the tongue of men and angels can expreſs : if ye ſeek 
a gait to heayen, the way is in him, or, he is it ; what ye want 
is trealured up in Jeſus, and he faith, all his are yours, even 
his kingdom he is content ta divide it betwixt him and you; 
yea, his throne and his glory, Luke xxi. 30. John xvii. 24. 
Rev. iii. 21. and therefore take pains to climb up that beſieged 
houſe to Chriſt ; for devils, men, and armies of temptations are 
lying about the houſe, to hold out all that are out, and it is ta- 
ken with violence: it is not a ſmooth and eaſy way, neither will 
your weather be fair and pleaſant ; but whoſoever fees the in- 
viible God and the fair city, make no reckoning of loſſes or 
croſſes. In ye muſt be, coſt you what i will; ſtand nat for a 
price, and for all that ye have, to win the caſtle; the rights to 
it are won to you, and it is diſponed to you, in your Lord Jeſus's 
teſtament z and ſee what a fair legacy your dying friend Chrift 
hath left you; and there wanteth nothing but poſſeſſion. Then 
get up in the ſtrength of the Lord; get over the water to poſ- 
ſeſs that good land; it is better than a land of olives and wine 
trees; for the tree of life, that beareth twelve manner of fruits 
every month, is there before you; and a pure river of life, clear 
as chryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, is there. Your time is ſhort, therefore loſe no time: 
pracious and faithful is he who hath called you to his kingdom 
and glory. The city is yours by free conqueſt and by promiſe, 
ch and therefare let no uncouth lord- idol put you from your own. 
Ohe devil hath cheated the ſimple heir of his paradiſe, and by 
ee enticing us to taſte of the forbidden fruit, hath, as it were, brought 
af vs out of our kindly heritage; but our Lord, Chriſt Jeſus, hath 
ul done more than bought tlie devil by, for he hath redeemed the 
ce, WH Vadiet, and made the poor heir free ta the inheritance. If we 
ng knew the glory of our elder brother in heaven, we would long 

to be there to ſee him, and to get our fill of heaven: we child- 
ut den think the earth a fair garden, but it is but God's out-hield, 
| a wild, cold, barren ground; all things are fading that ae 
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here: it is our happineſs to make ſure Chriſt to ourſelves, Thus 
remembering my love to your huſhand, and wiſhing to hn 


what I write to you, I commit you to God's tender mercy, ar 
Aberdeen, Sept. 13. Yours in his ſweet v7 
1637. Lord Feſus, S. , 
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70. To the Lady CRAIGHALL. 


Honourable and Chriſtian Lady, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you, TI cannot but writs 
G to your Ladythip of the ſweet and glorious terms I am in 
with the moſt joyful King that ever was, under this well-thriy, 
ing and proſperous croſs: it is my Lord's ſalvation wrought by 
his own right hand, that the water doth not ſuffocate the breath 
of hope and joyful courage in the Lord Jeſus ; for his own per. 
ſon is ſtill in the camp with his poor ſoldier, I ſee the croſs 
tied with Chriſt's hand to the end of an honeſt profeſſion; we 
are but fools to endeavour to looſe Chriſt's knot. When I con. 
fider the comforts of God, I durſt not conſent to ſell or wadſet 
my ſhort life-rent of the croſs of the Lord Jeſus. I know that 
Chriſt bought with his own blood a right to ſanctified and bleff 
ed crofles, in as far as they blow me over the water to my long 
deſired home: and it were not good that Chriſt ſhould be tie 
buyer and I the ſeller. I know time and death ſhall take ſuffer. 
ings fairly off my hand: I hope we ſhall have an honeſt parting 
at night, when this piece cold and froſty afternoon tide of my 
evil and rough day ſhall be over: well is my foul of either ſweet 
or ſour, that Chriſt hath any part or portion in: it he be at the 
one end of it, it ſhall be well with me, I ſhall die ere | libel 
faults againſt Chriſt's croſs; it ſhall have iny teſtimonial under 
my hand, as an honeſt and faying mean af Chrift for mortifica« 
tion and faith's growth, Thave a ſtronger aſſurance, fince 
{ came over Forth, of the excellency of Jeſus than I had before, 
I am rather about him than in him, while I am abſent from 
him iu this houſe of clay; but [ would be in heaven for no other 
cauſe but to eſſay and try what boundleſs joy it muſt be, to be 
over head and ears in my Well-beloved Chriſt's love, O that 
fiir one hath my heart for evermore'! but, alas, it is over-little 
for him! O if it were better and more worthy for his ſake ? Oit 
I might meet with him face to face on this ſide of eternity, and 
might have leave to plead with him, that I am ſo hungered, 
and famiſhed here, with the niggardly portion of his love that 
he giveth me! O that I might be carver and Reward myſelf, at 
mine own will, of Chriſt's love | (if [ may lawfully wiſh this 
then would I enlarge my veflel (alas! a narrow and ebb foul) 
anc tuks in a fea of his love, My hunger, for it is hungry and 


en, in believing that ever 1 ſhall be ſatisſied with that wn 
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gain would J have what I know I cannot hold. O Lord Je- 
. delighteſt thou to pine and torment poor ſouls with the 
nt of thy incomparable love? O if I durſt call thy diſpenſa- 
on cruel ! I know thou thyſelf art mercy, without either brim 
- bottom 3 I know thou art a God bank full of mercy and love, 
at, oh, alas! little of it cometh my way: I die to look afar off 
\that love, becauſe I can get but little of it: but hope faith, 
his providence fhall ere long look more favourable upon poor 
adies, and me alſo. Grace be with your Ladyſhip's ſpirit. 
Aberdeen, Sept. 10. | Your Ladyſbip' in his ſæueet 
1637. Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


ata e eee eee 
11. To Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 


Reverend and dear brother, 2 4 
JEACE be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord 
Jeſus. I am laid low, when I remember what I am, and 
hat my out- ſide caſteth ſuch a luſtre, when I find ſo little within. 
tis a wonder that Chriſt's glory is not defiled, running through 
ach an unclean and impure channel; hut I ſee Chriſt will be 
kriſt, in the dreg and refuſe of men: his art, his ſhining wiſ- 
om, his beauty ſpeaketh loudeſt in blackneſs, weakneſs, dead- 
fs, yea in nothing. I ſee nothing, no money, no worth, ne 
cod, no life, no deſerving, is the ground that omnipatency 
{liohteth to draw glory out of. O how ſweet is the inner- ſide 
f the walls of Chriſt's houfe, and a room beſide himſelf ! my 
diſtance from him maketh me fad. O that we were in others 
arms! O that the middle things betwixt us were removed! I 
find it a difficult matter to keep all ſtots with Chriſt : when he 
moheth I ſcarce believe it, I would fo fain have it true. But 
[am like a low man looking up to a high mountain, whom wea- 
nneſs and fainting overcometh. I would climb up, but I find 
that I do not advance in my journey as I would with : yet I truſt 
be (hall take me home againſt night. I marvel not that Anti- 
chriſt in his flaves is ſo buſy ; but our crowned King ſeeth and 
beholdeth, and will ariſe for Zion's ſafety. J am exceedingly 
diſtracted with letters, and company that viſit me; what 1 can 
do, or time will permit, I ſhall not omit. Excuſe my brevity, 
for I am ſtraitned. Remember the Lord's priſoner : I deſire to 
de mindful of yon. Grace, grace be with you. | 
aberdeen, Sept. 7. Yours in his facet 


1637. | Lord Feſus, S. R 
72. Te Mr. GEORGE DUNBAR. f 


Reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord, 
Bee. mercy and peace be to you. Becauſe your words 
nave Crenpthened many, I was ſilent, expecting ſome 
lines 


116 Mr. RUTHEREFO OR D's Epiſt. 1, 


lines from ou in my bonds; and this is the, aute why I rot | 
no i 4 you b. bt Lan "forced to break 0. e peate "As 7 

ö nt no hat there was ſo much 1 ound! in Chriſt, 
nd of heaven. O the raviſhments of her. 
e b 9 e Here, in the.ſmall gleanings and com. 
forts t hat” iy Ghrilt! What fools are we who know not, 


and eo A 0 Wi Yo 2215 and telling that i is in the x very ear. 


bo fruits of our hoped-for harveſt | Hoy, 
ib ' O what then muſt perſy. 


2 1 fon that my Lord Jeſus bath not miſcock. 
ed or f Fes b 17 he hath an eye on the fire and the, 
meltin 1155 1555 Da lee the metal and the droſs. O how much. 
time 7 5 allt e Mig fo 


read 1 my 7 obli; ations to Jeſus, m Lord, 
who mY Belt er ave the Ata o L of his 1 dee aſh, 
nor ir Rave | Poor believer. in the ire, to behalf raw, like 
E TA d ö ute cake: this is the wifdom , of bim who hath, 
his *. in e aud furnace, in Jeruſalem. I need not either 

kits tions and croſſes, nor ſtrive to buy the de. 
— br his Cor oil, world by, or redeem their kindneſs with 
half 2 HN brEadtüH oP ern bbs, Wädi is Turety for his ſervant 
for good, iy pe yin that. 1 ſee. thy priſon 


hath neither lock ores 1 4am, OY my bonds, and my 


chains are made 9 rotten ſtraw all not. bide « one pull of, 


faith. 2 an & RW Ge would exchange their tors 
ments With NG, poſe . 7 fhould never be delivered} 


— AP 89g Ent 0 ö0 St, to begin in ol, ; 
1 e ehe e el, Sho oh. and, 
ry 11 15 babe": 4.4 RA in them. © Our Tufferings ? ae 


waffien ir en «Wa 8 our” ſouls; z for (Chrift's n me- 
Tits brow! þ 58 '&0 1 of the [ons f God nd 
Jeſus Hath᷑ x e doof Alf! ur Ye etiptations, Hat dhe ef revs, 
warders haſt 6 ER and J. fuſtice, fo Teſpedt « of the ine. | 
anne 5d wi rome YA th this eatemer 1 Al "Our troubles ove, 
us a fred 15 fon gi h e devils at and men, » JAN and croſſes ar. 


our debtors? nd*all Art Ware our debtors, 19 Yu our 


poor tofle 11 5 o 921 92 1 17 5 17 free, 8 7 let the tra- 
vellers in Ur Je K e he 70 FORTY and 
yer live, V AE ie ater ſoing me al Fan hy are, 
married, and e 0 Al 2 ate 2 dy more th an, 
. Gerors: 270th Aa ATh World} Fng A1 5 court. 
dur Marais if. w Kee the th e eath to take, 

by "off Met 1 0 eren 10 he Only v W. Teck, ruin 0 f 
the black Ri 7 yet'a Rite, "and the Antich iſe wu F 
play Hitaſfe" 4 Ind 0 15 i. bodies « of the Lamb's fol OW- 


852 : but W we and with Wees undred. forty and four thou- 
{fang,* who Are with? the Lamb, upon the top of Mount Zion: 


Antichtid and his followers are down | in the valley ground, we 
ave 


Poi. 73. LETTERS. 117 
ave the advantage of the hill; our temptations are always be- 
cath, our waters are beneath our breath; as dying, and behold 
e live: I never heard before of a living death, or a quick death, 
ut ours: our death is not like the common death; Chriſt's 
kill, his handy-work, and a new caſt of Chriſt's admirable art, 
pay be ſeen in our quick death. I bleſs the Lord that all our 
roubles come through Chriſt's fingers, and that he caſteth ſu- 
ar among them, and caſteth in ſome ounce weights of heaven, 
nd of the ſpirit of glory (that reſteth on ſuffering believers) in 
ur cup, in which there is no taſte of hell, My dear brother, 
e know all theſe better than 1: I ſend water to the ſea, to 
peak of theſe things to you: but it eaſeth me, to deſire you to 
zelp me to pay my tribute of praiſe to Jeſus, O what praiſes L 
we him ! I would JI were in my free heritage, that I might be- 
n to pay my debts to Jeſus. I intreat for your prayers and 
raiſes: 1 forget not you, 
Aberd. Sept. 17, Your brether and fellow ſufferer 

1637. in and for Chriſt, 8. R. 
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73. To Mr. DAVID DICK SON. 


Reverend and awell-beloved brother in the Lord, 


[ Bleſs the Lord, who hath ſo wonderfully ſtopped the on- 
going of that lawleſs proceſs againſt you. The Lord reign- 
th, and hath a ſaving eye upon you, and your miniſtry z and 
herefore fear not what man can do. I bleſs the Lord, that the 
ih miniſters find employment, and the profeſſors comfort of 
heir miniſtry, Believe me I durſt not, as I am now diſpoſed, 
old an honeſt brother out of the pulpit : I truſt, the Lord ſhall 
ward you, and hide you in the ſhadow of his hand: I am not 
leaſed with any that are againſt you in that. I ſee this, in 
rolperity mens conſcience will not ſtart at ſmall fins: but if 
ome had been where I have been, fince | came from you, a 
tle more would have cauſed their ey es water, and trouble their 
peace. O how ready are we to incline to the world's hand! 
x. he mh deing well examined, are often drawn from our 


e whole ſkin, and a peaceable tabernacle, is a topic 
Fin greateſt requeſt in our logic. I find a little breirding 
00's feed in this town, for the which the Doctors have told 
+ their mind, that they cannot bear with it, and have exa- 
mined and threatened the people that haunt my company: I 
ear I get not leave to winter here; and whither I go I know 
not, I am ready at the Lord's call. I would I could make gc- 
quaintance with Chriſt's croſs, for I find comforts lie to and fol- 
oy upon Chriſt's croſs. I ſuffer in my name by them; I gake 
33 part of the crucifying of the old man: let them cut the 
moat of my credit, and do as they like deſt with it; when he 
P win 
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play  Hitn(elf5 ales Ind A 0 boclies of the- Lamb's follow: 
png $ but "withal \ we "{fand with Wehe undred forty and four thol- 
land,“ who'afe with the Lamb, upon the top of Mount Zion! 


Antickeiſt and his followers are down 1 in the valley ground, Wi 
ar 


ave the advantage of the hill; our temptations are always be- 
eath, our waters are beneath our breath; as dying, and behold 
e live: | never heard before of a living death, or a quick death, 
ut ours: our death is not like the common death; Chriſt's 
ill, his handy-work, and a new caſt of Chriſt's admirable art, 
ay be ſeen in our quick death. I bleſs the Lord that all ouy 
oubles come through Chriſt's fingers, and that he caſteth ſu- 
ar among them, and caſteth in ſome ounce weights of heaven, 
nd of the ſpirit of glory (that reſteth on ſuffering believers) in 
r cup, in which there is no taſte of hell. My dear brother, 
know all theſe better than 1: I ſend water to the ſea, to 
jeak of theſe things to you: but it eaſeth me, to defire you to 
elp me to pay my tribute of praiſe to Jeſus, O what praiſes L 
e him ! I would I were in my free heritage, that I might be- 
n to pay my debts to Jeſus. I intreat for your prayers and 
aiſes: 1 forget not you, 
Aberd. Sept. 17, Your brether and fellow ſufferer 
1637. in and for Chriſt, 8. R. 


dOCOCDDOSOOOHONHOSDOO CO ISOCOCDODOC IDOL 
73- To Mr. DAVID DICESON. 


Reverend and well-beloved brother in the Lord, 
Bleſs the Lord, who hath ſo wonderfully ſtopped the on- 


1 going of that lawleſs proceſs againſt you. The Lord reign- 
, and hath a ſaving eye vpon you, and your miniſtry ; and 
i ercfore fear not what man can do. I bleſs the Lord, that the 


ih miniſters find employment, and the profeſſors comfort of 
eir miniſtry, Believe me I durſt not, as I am now diſpoſed, 
dd an honeſt brother out of the pulpit : I truſt, the Lord ſhall 
ard you, and hide you in the ſhadow of his hand: I am not 
eaſed with any that are againſt you in that. I ſee this, in 
oſperity mens conſcience will not ſtart at ſmall fins; but if 
me had been where I have been, fince I came from you, a 
tle more would have cauſed their eyes water, and trouble their 
ace. O how ready are we to incline to the world's hand! 


in; the whole ſkin, and a peaceable tabernacle, is a topic 
vim, in greateſt requeſt in our logic. I find a little breirding 
| Gol!'s feed in this town, for the which the Doctors have told 
e their mind, that they cannot bear with it, and have exa- 


ar J get not leave to winter here; and whither I go I know 
ot, Jam ready at the Lord's call. I would I could make 2c- 
naintance with Chriſt's croſs, for I find comforts lie to and fol- 
" upon Chriſt's croſs. I ſuffer in my name by them; I gake 
*s part of the crucifying of the old man: let them cut the 
at of iy credit, and do as they like beR with it; when the 

P wind 


Pur arguments, being well examined, are often drawn from our 


ined and threatened the people that haunt my company: 1 
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wind of their calumnies hath blown away my good name fron 
me, in the way to heaven, I know Chriſt will take my name 
out of tlie mire and waſh it, and reſtore it to me again. I Would 
havea mlud (if the. Lord would be pleafed to give me it) to he 
a fool..or:Chriſt's. fake. Sometimes, while J have Chriſt in my 
arme, I fal aſleep in the ſweetneſs of his prefence, and he in ny 
Neep{ttraketh. away out of my arms; and when. I awake, I miß 
hin lam much comſorted with my Lady Pitſligo, à good vo- 
mani and gequainted with God's ways. Grace be with you, 


Aburdern, Sepr. 11. Tuo in bis ſweet 
1 ' b — 1637. þ i (OY ALS 1 "FF > ; Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 


74. Te the Right Honourable,, my Lord LOW DON. 
- Right Honourable, — 82 Bs Fake 
RACE, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. I rejoice! 
exceedingly,.that I hear your Lorgſhip hath a good mind 
to Chriſt, and his.now-borne-down truth. My very dear Lord, 
go on, in the ſtrength of the Lord, to carry your honour and, 
worldly gloxꝝ te the New Jeruſalein. For this cauſe your Lord. 
ſhip received theſe of the Lord; this is a ſure way for the eſt 
bliſhment of your houſe, if ye be of thefe, who are willing in 
pu place to build Zion's old waſte places in Scotland. Your 
ordſhip want eth not. Ged's and man's law both, now to cone 
to the ſtreets for. Chriſt : and ſuppoſe the baſtard laws of man 
were ageinſt yon, it is an honeſt and zealous error, if here je 


flip agaigſt; a point or punctilio of ſtanding policy: when you WW? 
foot ilippeth in ſuch known ground, as is the royal prexogative Wiſ* 
of our high-and moſt truly dread Sovereign (who hath many WW" 
crowns on his head) and the liberties of his houſe, he will hold WW 
you up« , Bleficd ſhall they be, who take Babel's little ones, and BW!" 
daſh their heads againſt the ſtones : I wiſh your Lordſhip hat He 
a ſhare of that ble Hing, with other worldly nobles in our land, cl 
It is true, it isn accounted wifdom for men to be partners 8” 
pulling up the takes, and looſing the cords of the tent of 0 
. Chriſt: but Lam perſuaded that chat wiſdom is cried down in WW" 
heaven, and ſhall, never paſs for true wiſdom with the Lord," 
whoſe word crieth ſhame upon wit againſt Chriſt and truth: ag 
and accordingly, it ſhalt prove ſhame and confuſion of face i fo 
the end. Our Lord hath given your Lordſhip light of a better de 
ſtamp, and learning alſo, wherein ye are not behind the diſpu- Cl 
ter and the fcribe. O what a bleſſed thing is it, to fee nobil· lo 
te, learning and ſanctification all concur in one! For theſe ye 
oe vourſelf to Chriſt and his kingdom: God hath bewilderc ch 
and bemiſted the wit and the learning of the ſcribes and diſpu v 


ters of this time; they look aſquint to the Bible: this blinding 


aud bemilting world blindfoldeth meu's light, that they * 7 
| ra 


Epiſt. 74 "3 I. E. T TER 8. FRG. 119 


4 


fraid to ſee Araight out before them ; _ Nay, het very ligh t play- 


works of men ſhall burn up, even their ſpider's web, wlio {pin 
out many hundred ells and webs of incifferences in the Lords 
worſhip, more than ever Moſes who would have an hoof mate- 
rial, and Daniel Who would have a look ont! AU wihdbw,: a 
matter of life and death, than ever (I ſay) theſe mien of God 
dreamed of. Alas, that men. dare ſhape, carve, cut and clip 
our King's princely teſtament, in length and breadrhz and in all 
dimenſions, anſwerable to the conceptions: of fuch ,policy' as a 
head of wit thinketh a ſafe and trim way of ſerving God ! how 
have men forgotten the Lord, that W againſt even 
that truth, which once they preached them; 

ſermons now be as thin ſown as aa ey f 


in a 8 or wil 


hort time of the afternoon of this old 1 85 deenni 1. well], to 
ſtand for Jeſus : : he hath faid it, "and 1 it a or. part 4 delſers it, 
that, ere it be long, time Mall be no m a ene bali 
wax old as a garment ; do we not. 14 it gan of Woleyant 
thread-bare garment Doth not erip ithe viatvre K Mus, 
that, the Lord will fold up the hp girtnbht! hd lay it aide: 
and that the heavens 0 'be 750 12 to ether 28 Aol and 
this peſt houſe ſhall be burnt | with eds es Both pteniſhing 
and walls ſhall melt with 1 heat 1 at the” Leds con- 
ing, he will do with this. carth, as Wirkt a Jeperkheule; 
he will burn the walls with Ares and. 100 rde of the per 

alſo, 2 Pet. iii, 10, 12. NI very "gear Lord, how fiatt: 

ice in that day, to have Cc it, ae, Reseen, afl g yoo 

con{cience to {mile upon you ? ? 8 4 am Perfubfed, re WH Ft; 

through the tergors of the. Alpighry,. Sul maße wen (whoſe 

conſcience hall ſuch a a wide throat,” as 14 Sk 'A caflied fl 

church would go down it) have other thou Sts of Chriſtahd his 

worſhip, than now, they pleaſe themſclyes with. he fexreit & 
of faith in the earth faith, We are hard pot the aff ck of 
time: bleſſed are thoſe, "who Keep ther "Far ments clean poatgſt 
the Bridegroom's coming. | There © "ſhall ak potſeck cloaths} 
and many detiled. garments, .z 30 bis Ae Th And there: 
lore, few found: worthy to, wal k „Filth m hte: Lam 
perſuaded, my Lord, this oor t travAlin; woman; ür pained 
church, is with. child of 180 Ty. 7505 ſhalt brit forth a thitdalt 
lbvely and gloriqus, that hall be cau bt op! * G and his 
tirone, howheit the dra on. in his fol lowers)” e attending the 
chig-birth pain, as the Egyptian. midwife, 10 receive the Birtli 
and ſtrangle it, Ila. xxix. 8. But they, (hall be diſa pointed who 
dis? lor the deſtruction of Zion; J W ſhall be! as 5 ben achun- 
Þ 2 N 
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eth the knave, or worſe to truth, Your Lordſhip Knoweth, 
within a little while, policy againſt truth will blu, dad the 


ves, howbelt t their 
derneſs * Certainly the ſweeteſt and ſafeſt Vos 97 for this 
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gry man dreameth that he eateth; but behold he awaketh, zul 
his ſoul is empty: or when a thirſty man dreameth that be 
drinketh ; but behold he awaketh, and is faint, and his foul; . 
not fatisfied : ſo ſhall it he, I ſay, with the multitude of allth; 
nations that fight againſt Mount Zion. Therefore tlreweak ni 
| feeble, thoſe that are as ſigns and wonders in Iſrael have choſy 
the beſt ſide, even the fide that victory is upon; and | think 
this is no evil policy. Verily, for myſelf, I am to Well pleaſe 
with Chriſt, and his noble and honeſt borne croſs, this croſs thy 
is come of Chriſt's houſe, and is of kin to himſelf, that Iſhoull 
weep, if it ſhould came to niffering and hartering of lots an 
condition with thoſe that are at eaſe in Zion; I hold till oy 
choice, and bleſs myſelf in it. I ſee, and I believe, there 
ſatvation in tbis way, that is every where ſpoken againſt, l 
hope to go to eternity, and to venture an the laſt evil to th; 
ſaints, even upon death, fully perſuaded that this only, eres 
this, is the ſaving way for racked conſciences, and for wear 
and loaden ſinners, to find eaſe and peace for evermore into, 
And indeed it is not for any worldly reſpect that I ſpeak ſo ofit; 
the weather is not ſo hot, that I have great cauſe to ſtartle in 
my priſon, or to. boaſt of that entertainment that my good friends, 
the prelates, intended for me, which is baniſhment, if they ſhal 
obtain their defire, and effectuate what they deſign; but let i 
come, I rue not that I made Chriſt my wall and my choice: | 
think him ay the longer the better. My Lord, it ſhall be good 
fervice to God, to hold your noble friend and chief upon a good 
courſe for the truth of Chriſt, Now the very God of peace - 
ſtabliſh your Lordſhip.in Chriſt Jeſus unto the end. 1 
Aberdeen, Sept. 10. Tour Lordſbip*s in bis fweet 
—_. „ Ic vac Lerd Feſus, 8. N. 
PF RD DCD CGD PNDO 
78. To the Laird f GAIT GIRTH. 
Much honoured Sir, 

882 mercy and peace be to you: I can do no more bu 
| thank you in paper, and remember you to him whom! 
ſ-rve, for kindneſs and care of a priſoner. I bleſs the Lord 
the cauſe I ſuffer for needeth not to bluſh before kings: Chrilts 
white, honeſt, and fair truth, needeth neither to wax pale fot 
= nor bluſh for ſhame, I bleſs the Lord, who hath gt 
ced you to own Chriſt now, when ſo many are afraid to pb. 
feſs him, and hide him, fc- fear they ſuffer loſs by avouchi 
him. Alas! that ſo many in theſe days are carried with the 
times! as if their conſcience rolled upon oiled wheels, ſo 00 
they go any way the wind blows: and becauſe Chriſt is "0 
market-ſweet, men put him away from them. Worthy and much 
h-noured Sir, go on to own Chriſt and his oppreſſed w_ 
the end of ſufferings for the goſpel, is reſt and giadn® 


Light 


Wxpiſt, 76. „ LENIN AR 8. X 4 ext 
Light and joy is fown for the mourners in Zion and the har. 
reſt (which is of God's making for time and manner) is near 
croſſes baye right and. claim to Qhrift in his members ili lege 
and arms, and whole myſtical Chiiſt be in heaven. Phare will 
be rain, ang} hail, and ſtorm, in the Hints cleudgtcvet: tit G 
cleanſe with fire the works of creation and till haſburnctheboteh 
houſe of heaven and earth, that mens ſin kathe ſphjected l unto 
zauity. They are bleſſed ho ſuffer and fin not) for fuffering 
is the badge that Chriſt hath put upon Bis followers : take what 
way we can to heaven, the way t/hedgedoup with crdflegrthere 
is no way but to break through them; wiÞandwiles; thift:and 


ee  oomy TT 


ew 


— HH. 


we muſt through 2 one thing byxxperiencemy!|Lordhath tau ght 


call drawn by the way, but ſuchliss lode theioqumdeſtruction. 
os, if we could wait on for hᷣ time, umd beligve an the dark the 


falvation of God'! At leaſt wolarebtulbeliete gdf. Chriſt, 
til he give us the flip, (wlith'eis impoſſiale y. and to-take his 
word for caution, that he-ſhilt fill up all thedblanks:inhis ꝓro- 
miſes, and give us what we want: but tt he achbeli ver) Chriſt's 
teſtament is White, blank, unwrittem paper. a Worthyl and dear 


bos entries in the way ; that e may receive the kingdom as a 
child: without this, he tha khewi tbe way aid, nthtrens no 
entry in. O but Chriſt be beilliag to lead a poor finatrh Owhat 
6 


love my poor ſoul hath fouhd iñ hit, in the: bouſecdfamy.pil- 
grimage ! +Suppoſe love in haAvetiand earth ene defy} I dare 
ſwear, it may be found in Chriſt. Now the weby Sod of peace 
eſtabliſh you, till the day of the glorious appearance of Chriſt 
A Aberdeen, Sept. 7. i rr to Bout nies favee 

1637. % id 260 o YLorg Jeſus, 8. R. 
eee 


N 6. To the Lady GMT GH 

F 176. To the Lady GAITGIRIHL  - - *\ 

rd, Much honoured and. Chriſtian Lady, i 10k „ 

I [SACK mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear, how it 
for goeth with you and ygur children: ILexhort you, not to 
doe breath, nor to faint in your journey the way is not ſo long 
ry © your home, as it was; it will wear to one ſtep or an inch at 
int length, and ye ſhall come ere long to be within your arm-length 
tho or the glorious crown. Your Lord Jeſus did ſweat and pant, 
were he got up that mount; he was at, Father, ſave me, with 


Rt; it was he who, Pſalm xxii. 14. ſaid I am poured out like 
ich vater; all my bones are out of joint, (Chriſt was as if they had 
roken him upon the wheel) my heart is like wax, it is melted 

ine miſt of my bowels, ver. 15. My ſtrength is dried up like 
a potih rd 


laws, will not find oht the wa aboutcthe=exofs cif Chriſt, hut 


if we be well hors' d, o mean it vie be in Ghriſtʒ and not one 


Sir, ſet your face to heaven; and make vou, to ſtobpfatgall the 
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a potſherd. I am ſure, ye love the way the better, his hgy 
feet trod it before you. Croſſes have a ſinell of croſſed and pain, 
ed Chriſt. I believe your Lord will not leave you to die your 
alone in the way. I know ye have fad hours, when the Con. 
forter is hid under a vail, and when ye enquire for him, and 
find but a toom neſt; this, I grant, is but a cold good dy, 
when the ſeeker miſſeth him whom the ſoul loveth : but even 
his unkindneſs is kind, his abſence lovely, his maſk a ſweet 
fight, till God ſend Chriſt himſelf in his own ſweet preſence: 
make his ſweet comforts your own, and be not ſtrange and ſhame. 
faced with Chriſt ; homely dealing is beſt for him, it his liking, 
When your winter ſtorms ave over, the ſummer of your Lord 


ſhall come: your ſadneſs is with child of joy, he will do you 


good in the latter-end, Take no heavier lift of your children 
than your Lord alloweth ; give them room beſide your heart, 


but not in the yolk of your heart, where Chriſt ſhould be; for 
then they are your idols, not your bairns : if your Lord take 2. 


ny of them home to his houſe, before the ſtorm come on, take 


it well; the owner of the orchard may take down two or three 


apples off his own trees, before mid-ſummer, and ere they get 
the harveſt ſun; and it wauld not be ſeemly that his ſervant, 
the gardener, ſhould chide him for it : let our Lord pluck his 
own fruit at any ſeaſon he pleaſeth ; they are not loſt to you, they 
are laid up fo well, as that they are coffered in heaven, where 
our Lord's beſt jewels ly : they are all free goods that are there, 
death can have no law to arreſt any thing that is within the walls 
of new Jeruſalem. All the ſaints, becaufe'of tin, are like old 
ruſty horologies, that muſt be taken down, and the wheels 
ſcoured and mended, and fet up again, in better caſe than be- 


fore; fit hath ruſted both foul and body: our dear Lord, by 


death, taketh us down to ſcour the wheels. of both, aud to 
purge us perfectly from the root and remajnder of tin; and 
we thall be ſet up in better caſe than before. Then pluck up 
your heart, heaven is yours, and that is a worg few can (ay. 
Now, the great Sheplierd of the ſheep, and the very God of 
eace, confirm and eſtabliſh you, to the day of the appearance 
of Chriit our Lord. THO bs 5 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7. = Yours in his faveet Lord 

1637. Jus, 8. R. 


77. To his reverend and very dear brother, Mr. G E OR GE 
GILLESPIE. 


My very dear brother, . | „ 
Received yours. Tam ſſill with the Lord: his croſs hath 
done that which I thought impoſſible once: Chriſt keepeth 
ter ſt in the fire and water with his own, and cometh ere our 


Hreath 


e e . 2 4? ee 
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reath goeth out, and ere our blood grow cold. Bleſſed are ; 
hey, whole feet eſcape the great golden net that is now ſpread : 
is happinels to take the crabbed, rough, and poor ſide of 
Chriſt's world, which is a leaſe of croſſes and loſſes for him: for 
rift's incomes and caſualties that follow him are many, and 
is not a little one, that a good conſcience may be had in fol- 
lowing him. This is true again, and molt to be laboured for, 
ind loved. Many give Chriſt for a ſhadow, becaufe Chriſt was 
ther beſide their conſcience, in a dead and reprobate light, 
man in their conſcience.” Let us therefore be balaſted with grace, 
mat we be not blown over, and that we ſtagger not. Let a 
irtle while, and Chriſt and his redeemed ones fhall fill the field, 
and come out victorious; Chriſt's glory of triumphing in Scot- 
und is yet in the bud, and in the birth, but the birth cannot 
ove an abortive. He ſhall not faint nor be diſcouraged, till 
he bath brought forth judgment unto victory. Let us ſtill mind 
our covenant. And the very God of peace be with you. 
Aberd. Sept. g. 16337. © Your brother in Chriſt, 8. R. 
| 68. To "Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. 7 
Reverend and dear brother, MO WoL 1 | 
Am refreſhed with your letters. I would take all well at 
my Lord's hands that he had done, if I knew I could do my 
Lord any ſervice in my ſuffering ; ſuppoſe my Lord would 
make a ſtop-hole of me, to fill a hole in the wall of his houſe, 
or a pinning in Zion's new work: for any place of truft in my 
Lord's houſe, as ſteward, or chamberlain, or the Tike, furely I 
think myſelf (my very dear brother, I fpeak not by any proud 
figure or trope) unworthy of it; nay, I am not worthy to ſtand 
behind the door; if my head, and feet, and body were half 
out, half in, in Chriſt's houſe, ſo I ſaw the fair face of the Lord 
ef the houſe, it would ſtill my greining and love-ſick defires. 
When [ hear that the men of God are at work, and ſpeaking 
in our Lord Jeſus his name, I think myſelf but an out-caſt or 
out-law, chaſed from the city, to ly on the hills, and live a- 
mong the rocks and out- fields. O that I might but ſtand in 
Chriſt's out- houſe, or hold a candle in any low vault of his 
houle! But I know this is but the vapours that ariſe out of a 
quarrellous and unbelieving heart to darken the wiſdom of God. 
And your fault is juſt mine, thot I cannot believe my Lord's 
bireand naked word. I muſt either have an apple to play me 
wich, ad thake hands with Chriſt, and have ſeal, caution, and 
Vitnets o his word, or elſe I count myſelf loofe ; howbeit, I 
have the word aud faith of a King. Oh, I am made of unbe- 
lief, and cannot ſwim but where my feet may touch the ground |! 
Alas, Chriſt under my temptations is preſented to me as lying 
2 water 
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as à dyvour and a cozener! We can make ſuch a Chriſt, à 
temptations (caſting us in a night dream) do feign and deviſe, 
(and temptations repreſent Chriſt ever unlike himſelf) and ve in 
our folly liſten to the tempter. If I could miniſter one fan 
word to any, how glad would my ſoul be! But I myſelf (which 
is my greateſt evil) often miſtake the croſs of Chriſt : for I kn 
if we had Wit, and Knew Well that eaſe ſlayeth us fools, we 
would defire a market where we might barter or niffer our hay 
eaſe with a profitable croſs; howbeit there be an outcaſt naty. 
rally betygixt our deſires and tribulation : but ſome give a dem 
price and go d for phyſic, which they love not ; and buy ſick. 
neſs, howbeit they wiſh rather to have been whole than to be 
fick. But ſurely, brother, ye ſhall not have my advice (hoy-. 
beit, alas ! I cannot follow jt myſelf) to cantendwiththe honeſt 
and faithful Lord of the houſe z for, go he or come he, he: 
ay gracious. in his departure; there are grace, and mercy, and 
loving-kindneſs upon Chriſt's back parts: and when he goeth 
away the proportion of his face, the image of that fair Sun that 
ſtayeth in his eyes, ſenſes and heart, after he is gone leaveth a 
als of love behind it in the heart. The ſoun "* his knock at 
the door of his beloved after he is gone and 5 leayeth a ſhare 
of joy and ſorrow both: ſo we bave ſomething to feed upon til 
he return; and he is more loved in his departure, and after be 
is gone, chan before: as the day in the declining of the ſun, 
and towards the evening, is often moſt deſired. And as for 
Chri % crols I never received evil of it, but what was mine own 
making; when I miſcooked Chriſt's phyfic, na marvel that it 
hurt me; for, ſince it was on Chriſt's back, it, hath always a 
ſweet ſmell, and theſe 1600 years it keepeth the ſmell of Chriſt; 
nay, it is elder than that toe, for it is a long, time ſince Abel 
firſt hanſelſed the croſs, and had it laid upon his ſhoulder; and 
down from him, all alongſt to this very day, all the ſaints have 
known what it 13. Iam glad that Chriſt hath ſuch à relation to 
this croſs, and that it is called the croſs of our Lord Jeſus, Gal. 
vi. 14. his reproach, Heb, xiv, 13. .as if Chrith would. claim it 
as his proper goods, and ſo it cometh in the regkoning among 
Chriſt's own property: if it were ſimple evil, as fin is, Chriſt, 
who is not the author nor owner of ſin, would not own it. I 
wonder at the enemies of Chriſt (in whom malice bath run aw:/ 
with wit, and'will ls up, arfd wit down) that they would eflay to 
lift up the ſtone laid in Zion; ſurely-it-is not laid in ſuch ſinł- 
Ing ground as that they can raiſe it, or remove it; for when 
we are in their belly, and they have ſwallowed us down, tbe) 
will be ſick, and ſpue us out again. I know Zion and her huſ- 
band cannot both ſleep at once: I believe our Lord once again 
ſhall water with his dew the withered hill of mount Zion in 


Scotland, and come down, and make a new marriage again, — 


— 
- 
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did long ſince. Remember our covenant, Tour excuſe for 
our advice to me is needleſs : alas, many fit beſide light as fick 


you. 


— 2 7. #4; 8 Jour brother in Chriſt, 8. R. 


__ Mr JOHN MEINE. 


Dear brother, 


Received your letter. I cannot but teſtify under mine own 
hand, that Chriq is ſtill the longer the better, and that this 
me is the time of loves, When 1 have ſaid all I can, others 
my begin and ſay, I have ſaid nothing of him ; I never knew 
hriſt to ebb or flow, * Wax or wane : his winds turn not; when 
eſeemeth to chafge i it is but we who turn our wrong fide to 
im, I neyer had à pflea with him, in my hardeſt conflicts, but 
if mine own makirig. Oh that I could live in peace and good 
deighbourhood With ſuch'a ſecond, and let him alone My un- 
belief made mah black lies, but my recantation to Chriſt is not 


— 


in me: he knowetty my heart hath not natural wit to keep 
worters with ſuch Saviour. Ye do well to fear your back- 
ling. I bad ftodd jure, if Thad in my youth borrowed Chriſt 
ode my bottom: but he that beareth his own weight to hea- 
en, ſnall net fail to lip and fink. Ye had no need to be bare- 
wy among the thorns of this apoſtgte generation, leſt a ſtob 
ck up in your foot; and eauſe you to halt all your days. And 
think not, Ghriſt will do with you in the matter of ſuffering, as 
the Pope doth in the matter of ſin; ye ſhallnot find that Chriſt 
vil {ell a diſperifation or give a dyvour's protection againſt crof]- 
es; croſſes are Proclaimed as Common accidents to alli the ſaints, 
ml in them "frandeth a part of our communion with Chriſt: 
hut there lieth” A {weet c caſualty_ to the croſs, even Chriſt's pre- 


. 
* 
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ace and his“ drts, when they are ſanctified. Remember 
198 vonf fat ther and mother. Grace be with you. 

5 Aberdeen, Sept." Fe C Fours in his ſweet 
1637. 8 1 Lord Fejus, 8. R 
| T = == = = = 
85. To JOHN FLEEMING ken. 


bY uch bonoured.; inthe Lord, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to vou. Iam ſtill in good 
terms with Chriſt: however my Lord's wind blow, I have 
ne advantage of the calm and furny-fide of Chriſt. Devils, 
md hell, and devils ſervants, are all blown, blind, in purſuing 
the Lord's 5 little bride: they ſhall | be as a night-dream, who 
bybt againſt Mount Zion. Worthy Sir, 1 hope ye take to 
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olks beſide meat, and cannot make ule of it. Grace be with 


EY | 


worth the hearing. "Surely he hath born: with ſtrange gods 


„6„%e rp eo — 
4 ” a # " 
7 bo SE Py * 
* — — —_— — 
— 33 


126 Mr. RUTHERFO OR D's Epiſt. gi. 


heart the worth of your calling: this great fair and meet. 
of the people will ſcail, and the port is open for us: as faſt a 
time weareth out, we flee. away eternity is at our elbow. 0 
how bleſſed are they, who, iu time, make Chriſt ſure for them. 
ſetves l Salvation is a great errand, I find it hard to feteh heawy, 
Oh that we could take pains of our lamps, for the Bridegroom! 
coming: the other ſide of this world will be turned up inconti. 
nent, and up ſhall be down; and theſe that are weeping in ſack. 
cloth ſhalltriumphon white horſes, with him whoſe name is, The 
word of God. Theſe dying idols, the fair creatures that we 
whoriſhly lbve better than our Creator, will pats away like ſnoy 
water. The God-head, the God-head, a communion with 
God in Chriſt, to be halvers with Chriſt of the purchaſed houfe 
and inheritance in heaven, thould be your ſcope and aim. Far 
myſelf, when I lay my counts, O what telling, O what weigh. 
ing is in Chriſt! O how ſoft are his kiſſes! O love, love fur, 
paſſing in Jeſus 1 Ihave no fault to that love, but that it ſcen- 
eth to deal niggardiy with me; I have little oft. Othat I had 
Chriſt's ſeen and read band, ſubſcribed by himſelf, for my fil 
of it! What garland have l, or what crown, if I looked right 
on things, but ſeſus? Oh there is no room in us on this ſide of 
the water for that love This narrow bit of earth, and these 
cbb and narrow fouls can hold little of it, becauſe we are ful 
cf rifts. 4 would glory, glory would enlarge xs (as it will) and 
make us tight, and cloſe-up our ſeams and rifts, that weimight 
be able to comprehend it, which vet is incomprebent:ble. ke. 
member my love to your: wife. Grace be with yon. 

i Aberdeen, Sept. J. Tenn in A, fert 
1637. ; 56] Lord Jesus, 8. N. 
P 

81. Te ALEXANDER GORDON of da, baun. 
Murb hmured Sir, N11 Ns gt „0 0 

OWBEIF..1 would have been glad to have ſeen von; ye 
ſeeing, our Lord hath been pleaſed to break the ſnare 0 
your adverſarics, 4 heartily bleſs our Lord on your behalf, Our 
eroſſes for Chriſt are not made of iron, they are jolter and d 
more gentle metals it is eaſy for God to make a fool of the de 
vil, the father of all fools: as for me, I bot breathe ont wha 
my Lord breat hethn. The ſcum and froth. of my letters It; 
ther upon my unbelieving heart. 4 know your Lord hath ſome 
thing to do with you, .becavſe Satan and malice have thot ford 
at you; but your bow abideth in its ſtrength. Le ſhall not, y 
iny advice, be a halver with Chriſt, to divide the glory of yout 
deliverance betwixt yourlelt and him, or any other ſecond mea 
whatloever. Let Chritt (as it ſetteth him well) have all the glo 


x, av triumph his alone, The Lord fer himſelf on wy 


Tad. 87. LRT 127 
du. I ſee Chriſt can borrow a croſs for ſome hours, and ſet 
- ſervants betide it, rather than under it, and win the plea 
zo, yea, and make glory to himſelf, and ſhame to his enemies, 
nd comfort to his children, out of it: but whether Chriſt buy 
- borrow crofles, he is King of crofles, and King of devils, and 
ing over hell, and King over malice. When the was in the 
rave, he came out, and brought the keys with him; he is 
Lord Jaylor : may, what ſay 1? he is Captain of the caſtle, and 
hath the keys of death and hell: and what are our! troubles 
ut little deaths: and he who commandeth the great caſtle com- 
nandeth the little alſo 2. I ſee a hardened face and two ſkins 
yon our brows, againſt the winter-hail and ſtormy wind, is 
neeteſt for a poor traveller in a winter journey to heaven, 0 
hat art is it to learn to endure hardneſs, and to learn to go 
are-footed either through the devil's fiery coals, or his frozen 
aters! 3. I am perſuaded a ſea-· veuture with Chriſt maketh 
reat riches: is not our King Jeſus his ſhip coming Home; and 
hall not we get part of the gold? Alas, we fools guiſtount our 
in when we ſeem loſers, Believe me, Ihaveno challenges 
gainſt this well born eroſs; for it is come of Chriſt's houfe, and 
honourable, and his propine; to yor it is given to ſuffer; O 
Rat fools are we, to ubdervalue this gifts, and to lightly that 
hich is true hondur ! for if we could be faithful our tackling 
hall not looſe, nor dur maſt break, hor our ſails blow into the 
2, The baſtard eroſſes, the kinlets and bafe-born croſſes of 
orldlings for evil doing, muſt be heavy and grievous; but our 
ſlictious are light and momentarę. 4. think myſelf happy, 
bat I have loft credit with Chriſt, and that in this bargain I 
m Chriſt's {\worm\ dy vour, to whom he will lippen-nothing, no 
ot one pin in-the-work of my ſalvat ion: let me ſtand in black 
nd white in a dyvour- bock befure-Chriſt, Lam happy that my 
vation is concredited to Chriſt's mediation : Chriſt oweth no 
ath to me, to lippen any thing to me; but OQ+whar:faith and 
edit T owe to Fun! Let my name fall, andilet Chriſt's) yame | 
and in honour with men and angels. Alas! Thave no room 
o ſpread out my affettion before God's peoplez/iand I fee not 
ow I can ſhout ont and cry out the lovelineſs, the bighihonour, 
nd the glory of my faireſt Loril Jeſus. O that he would let 
e have a bed to ly in, to be delivered of my birth; that 4 might 
unt him out inchis beauty to men, as IL dow. F. Þ wondered 
mc at providence and called white providence black and un- 
ut, that! fhould che fmothered in a town where no ſoul will 
e Chriſt off my hand; but providence hath another luſtre 
h God than with my bleared eyes; I proclaim myſelf z blind 
oe. who know not black und white, in the uncouth courſe ef 
99.5 Providence. Suppoſe Chriſt would ſet hell where hea— 
i, 40 Jeyiis up in glory beſide the elect angels, (which 

0-3 Cs IS: 


* 


r a ww 4,0 I 


128 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt. g. 


yet cannot be) would I had a heart to acguieſce in his vj 
without a future diſpute. I ſer, infinite wiſdom is the moths 
of his judgments, and his ways paſt finding aut. 6. J canng 
learn; but E deſire to learn to bring my thoughts, will, aut 
luſts, in under Chriſt's feet, that he may trample upon them 
but, alas, Lam ſtill upon Chriſt's wrang ſide! Grace be with you 
Lderd. Sep. 00.  Yaurs wi his: ſcuret Lord 
1 1639. 116 Ai a8 ec | \ Fefug,. S. N. 
82. To ROBERT LENNOX of  Di/dove, 

Worthy aud dear brother 
Forgot you not in my bonds: I know ye are looking to Chriſt 
and I , beſcech you, follow your look, I can ſay more 
Chritt now by experience (though he be inſinitely above and be. 
vond all that can be ſaid of him) than when I ſaw you. Ian 
drowned over. head and ears in his love. Sell, ſell, (ell al 
things for Chriſt, If this whole world were the balk of a bal. 
lance, it ſhould not be able to bear the weight of Chriſt's love; 
men and angels have ſhort. arms to fathom it;: ſet your ſen 
upon this piece blue and baſe clay of an over-gilded and;fair-plaik 
tered world 3, an hour's kiſſing of Chriſt is worth a world of 
worlds, Sir, make ſure work of your ſalvation; build not upon 
ſand ; lay the foundation upon the rock in, Zion; ſtrive to be 
cad to this.warld, and to your wills and luſts; let Chriſt hay 
z commanding power and. a king's throne in you; walk with 
Chriſt, bowbeit the world ſhould gake the hide off your face; 
I promiſe you Chriſt will win the field. Your.paſtors cauſe you 
to err; except you ſee Chriſt's word, go not one foot with them; 
countenance not the reading of that Rome fervicę- book; keep 
your garments clean, as ye would walk with, tha Lamb cloath: 
ed in white, The wrongs I ſufter are recorded in heaven; our 
great Matter and Judge will be upon us all, and bring us betore 
the ſun in our blacks and whites ; hlefled are, they who watch 
and keep themſelves in God's love. Learn to diſcern the Bride- 
groom's tongue, and to give yourſelf to prayer and reading. Ye 
was often a bearer of me: I would: put my heart's blood upon 
the doGrine I taught, as the only way to falvation ; go 10 
from it, my dear brother, .; What I write. to yourſelf, I wrie 
to your wife alſo. Mine heaven and Chriſt, anifkeep the ſpunk 
ot the love of Chriſt you have gotten : Chriſt ſhall blow on 1 if 
ye entertain jt, and your end ſhalt be peace. There is a fre in 
our Zion, but bur Lord is but ſerł ing à neu bride refined and 
purified out of the furnace; I affure you; Röbwbeit we be nick. 
named Puritans, all the powers of the world fhall not prevail a- 
zainſt us; remember, thongh a ſinful man write it to you, theſe 
„one ſhall be in Scotland as a green olive-tree, and as A field 
Licked of the Lord; and it ſhall be proclaimed, Up, wel 
Why 


Chriſt, and down, down with all contrary powers. Sir, Pray 
vr me, (1 name you to the Lord) for further evil is determined 
againſt me. Remember my love to Chriſtian Murray, and her 
daughter; I deſire her, in the edge of her cvening, ko wait a 
little, the King is coming, and he hath ſomething, that ſhe ne- 
ver ſaw, with him: heaven is no dream; come and ſee will 
each her beſt. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. Sept. 13. | Tours in his feet Lord 
1637). = 3 ge | . pre ang = * — — Feſus,” S. 'R 
. HHH HHH +++ ++ ++ 
83- To MARION MACKNAUGHT: + 
Neareſt 15 99 Lord Jeſus, ones vn. * £30 ENY FC $10" f 
OUNT it your honour, that Chriſt hath begun at you, to 
fine you firſt. Fear not, faith the Amen, the true and 
fithful witneſs : J write to you, As my Maſter Heth, upon 
the word of my royal King, continue in prayer and in watching, 
and your glorious deliverance is coming: Chriſt is nt far off; 
a fig, a ſtraw for alt the bits of clay that are fifen againſt us. 
Ye thall threſh the mountains, and fan them like chaff, Ia. «li. 
If ye ſlack your hands at your meetings, and your watching to 
prayer, then it would feem our Rock hath ſold us; but be dili- 
gent, and be not diſcouraged! I charge you in Chriſt, rejoice, 
ge thanks, believe, be ftrong in the Lord: that burning buſh 
In Galloway and Kirkcudbright thall not be burnt to àlhes; for 
the Lord' is it the buſh, Be not diſcouraged, that baniftsment 
is to be procured, by the King's warrant to the coutticil, againſt 
me; the cart is ny Lord's; I am filled with his fwtet love and 
wnning ober: Prejoice tb hear you are in your jburney! fuck 
news as Lhear, 6f alt your faith and love, rejoice my {:d'heart. 
Pray for me, fat they ſeek my hurt; but 1 give, mylelk te pray. 
er. The bleſhiug of mv Lord, and a priſoner of Chriſt's bleſ- 


eng be with Fou O choſen and greatly beloved woman, faint 
ö not; fy, Ty, if ye faint now, ye lole a good cauſe: double your 


meetings a ceaſe not for Zion's fake, and hold not your peace, 
ll he make Jerufalem a praiſe in the earth, TICS. 
Aberdeen, 1637. | "Yours in Chrift Fefiis his Lori. B. R. 
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, 7 THOMAS,CORBET. 
if Dear friend. 


3 113710) vogel 1 TIST 3.40 -2>va1l- 5 
Forget you not; it ſhall, be my, joy, that ye follow after 


Chriſt till ye ſindhim: my; con{cienge s a feaſt of joy to me, 
that | ſought, in, ſingleneſs of heart, for. Chriſt?s love, to put you 


* 

- Upon the King's high. way; to our. Bridegroom, and our Fa- 
ſe 1 her's houſe; thrice bleſſed are ye, my dear brother, if ye 
a bod the way: 1 believe, ye and Chriſt once met, I hope ye 
val not (under with him; follow the counſel of the man of God, 
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Mr. William Dalglieſh. If ye depart from what J taught yo! 
in a hair-breadth, for fear or favour of men, or defire of eige- 
in this world, I take heaven and earth to witneſs, that il tha 
come upon you in the end. Build not your neſt here: thi; 
world is an hard, ill made bed, no reſt in it for your ſoul; 30 
wake, awake, and make haſte to ſeek that pearl, Chriſt, that“ 
this world feeth not. Your night, and your maſter Chriſt will 
be upon you within a clap; your hand- breadth of time will not 
bide you; take Chriſt, howbeit a ſtorm follow him; howheiv! 
this day be not yours and Chriſt's, the mortow willi be yours d 
his. I would not exchange the joy of my bonds and impriſon.“ 
ment for Chriſt, with all the joy of this dirty and fonl-fkinne# 
world. I have a love-bed with Chriſt, and am filled with hig 
love. I defire your wife to do what I write to you: let her re. 
member how dear Chriſt would be to her, when der breath 
turneth cold, and the eye-ſtrings ſhall break. O how joyfut 
ſhould my ſoul be, to know that I had brought on à marriage” 
betwixt Chriſt and that people, few or many; if it be not ſo, | 
will be wae to be a witnels againſt them. Uſe prayer; love not 
the world z be humble, and eſteem little of yourſelf; love your 
enemies, and pray for them; make conſeienee of ſpeaking truth, 
when none knoweth but God. I never eat, but I pray for v0 
all. Pray for me: ye and I {hall ſee one another up in bur Fa. 
ther's houſe, iÞ rejzvice to hear that your eye iss üpon Chriſt.” 
Follow on, hatig on, and quit kim not. The Lord Jeſus be“ 
with your ſpirit. vent 05199Wwt von: Ter d. ol 9015 010 
Aberd. 1637. Tour affeFiniate brothir in vu, i 
612. 1. Volg dig Std FAT 10 Lord Feſits,, 8. N. 
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35. 7e ALEXANDER GORDON. of Ear eun. 
Much hondured Sir, ub £ no 1 WW | bac lng vm 380 
6 peace be to you. I receive vour let 
J ter, which retrethed me: except from your ſon and my 
brother, I have ſcen few. letters front my acquaintance in that 
country, which maketh me heavy: but I have the company of 
a Lord, who teach us to be all kind, and hath che right gait of 
it: for though, for the preſent, I have. feen upsand downs e- 
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very day, yet 1 am abundantly comfort ed and featted with my 


King and Well-beloved daily: it plenſethꝭ him to come and dine 
with a {ad priſoner, and a ſolitary ſtranger': his fpikenard caſteth 
a ſmell; yet my ſweet hath ſome four mixed with it, wherein [ 
mult acquieſce; tor there is no reaſon that his edinforts be too 
cheap, ſeeing they are delicates; why ſhould he not make them 
ſo to his own ? But I verily think now, Chriſt hath led me up 
to a nick in Chriſtianity that I was never at before; I think all 
before Was but childhood and balrns play. Since I 1 

001 
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from. you, I have been ſcalded, while the ſmoke of hell's fire 
went in at my throat, and I would have bought peace with a 
wouſand years torment in hell: and I have been up allo, after 
thele deep dow nacaſtings and ſorrows, before the Lamb s white 
throne, in my Father's inner-court, the great King's dining- 
ball; and Chriſt did caſt à covering of love on me he hath 
caſten in a coal in my foul, and it is ſmoaking among the ſtraw, 
and keeping the hearth warm: I look back to what J was be- 
fore, and 1 laugh, to fee the ſand-houſes I built when I was a 
child At firſt, the remembrance of the many fair feaſt days with 
my Lord Jeſus in public, which are now changed into filent 
ſabbaths, ra ſed a. great tempeſt, and (if I may {peak fo) made 
the devil ado in my foul : the devil came in, and would prompt 
me to make 2 plęaqyith. Chriſt, and to lay the blame on him, as 
z hard maſter; but now the miſts are blown away and I am not 
only filenced as to all. quarrelling, but fully ſatisfied. Now, I 
wouder that any man living can laugh on the world, or give it 
a hearty good-day. The Lord Jeſus bath handled me ſo, that, 
23 Lam now diſpoſed, I think never to be in this world's com- 
mon again for a night's lodging Chriſt beareth me good com- 
pany . he hath eated, me, when 1. ſaw it not, lift ing the croſs 
of my ſhoulders, ſo that I think it to be but a feather, becauſe 
underneath are evęrlaſting arms. God forbid it come to barter. 
ing or nitfering of croſſes; for I think my croſs ſo ſweet, that I 
know not where I. would get the like of it. Chriſt's honey- 
combs drop ſo abundantly, that they ſweeten my gall. Nothing 
breaketh my heart, but that I cannot get the daughters of e- 
ruſalem, ta tell them of my Bridegroom's glory: I charge you 
in the name of Chriſt, that ye tell all ye come to of its and yet 
it is above telting and underſtanding. Oh, if alt the kingdom 
were as Jam, except my bonds ! they know not the love kiſſes 
that my only Lord Jefus waſteth on a dawted priſoner. On my 
ſalvation, this is the only way to the new city. I know Chriſt 
hath no dumb. ſeals 4... would he put his privy-ſeal upon blank 
paper? he hath ſealed my ſufferings! with comforts. I write 
this to confirm you. | write now, what J have ſeen, as well as 
heard, Now and.then my ſilence. burneth up my ſpirit ; but 
Chriſt hath ſaid, 'Thy.ſtipend is running up with intereſt in hea- 
ren, as if thou wert prenching; and this from a King's mouth 
rejoiceth my heart at other times, I am tad, dwelling in Ke- 
dar's tents: there are none (that yet I know of) but two perſons 
in this town that. dare give my word for: and the Lord hath 
removed my brethren and my acquaintance far from me; and 
it may be, 1 be forgotten in the place, where the Lord made nie 
che inſtrument to do ſome good. But I fee this is vanity in me: 
let him make of me what he pleafeth; if he make ſalvation out 
of it to mt; Lan tempted and troubled, that all the fourteen 


Prelates 
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prelates ſhould have been armed of God againſt me only, white 
the reſt of my brethren, are till preaching: but I dare not 
one word but this, It is good, Lord Jeſus, bec auſe thou hat 
done it. Wo is me for the deſolation of the virgin, daughts 
of Scotland! O if my eyes were a fountain of tears to weep diy 


and night for that poor widow. kirk, that poor miſerable harlot 


Alas that my father hath put to the door, my poor harlot mo. 
ther] Oh for that cloud of black wrath, and fury of the indig. 
nation of the Lord, that is hanging over the land. Sir, write 
to me, I beſeech you : I pray you alſo, be kind to. my. affliged 
brother, Remember my love to your wife; and the prayer an 
bleſſing of the priſoner of Chriſt be on you. Frequent pout 
meetings for prayer and communion; with God, they would be 
ſweet meetings to me. 5 | | 


| 29% 1. (LOA 67 4 +47 . 
Aberdeen, Feb. 16. | Tours in bis ſrueet Lord 
| 14 1637. 47 {15 £354 5384 Jeſus, 8. R. 


80. To ROBERT GORDON / Knockbrex, —— 
My dear. brother, 5 | | 


* 


F 


RACE, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you + Lan 


4 


almoſt wearying, yea wondering, that ye write not ta 


me: though I know it is not forget fulneſa- As ſor myſell, 1 
am every way well, all glory to Gad. I was before at 2 plea 
with Chriſt, but it was bought by me, and unlawful ; becauſe 
his whole providence was not yea and nay to my yea and nay, 
and becauſe I. believed Chriſt's outward look better than bis 


faithful promiſe ;, yet he bath in patience waited on, While I be 


come to myſelf, and hath not taken advantage of my weak ap- 
prehenſions of his goodneſs, great and holy is bis name] be 
jooketh to what I deſire to be, and not to what I am. One thing 
I have learned, if I had been in Chriſt, hy way of adheſion on. 
ly, as many branches are, I ſhould have been burnt to aſhes, and 
this world ſhould have ſeen a ſuffering miniſter of Chriſt turn - 
ed (of ſomething once in ſhew) into unſavoury ſalt. But wy 
Lord Jeſus. had a good eye, that the t ſhould not play 
foul play, and blow aut. Chriſt's candle. He took no thought 
of my ſtomach, aud fretting. and grudging humour, but of his 
own grace; when he burnt the houſe, he ſaved his own goods 
And I believe, the devil, and the perſecuting world, ſhall reap 
no fruit of me, but burnt aſhes :- for he will ſee to his own gold, 
and ſave that from being conſumed with the fire. O what owe 
I to the file, to the hammer, to the furnace of my Lord Jeſus 
who hath now et me ſee how good the wheat of Chriſt is, that 
goeth through his mill and his oven, to be made bread for his 
own table. Grace tried is better than grace, and it is more 


than grace, it is glory in its infancy. I now lee, godlineſs, I 
m 
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ore than the out ſide and this world's paſſements and their buſ- 
ings: who knoweth the truth of grace without a trial ? O how 
tte getteth Chriſt of us, but that which he winneth, (to ſpeak 
0) with much toil and pains ! and how f- oon would faich freeze 
thout'a croſs? How many dumb croſſes have been laid upon 
y back, that had never a tongue to ſpeak the ſweetneſs of 
hriſt, as this hath? when Chriſt bleſſeth his own croffes with 
tongue, they breathe out Chriſt's love, wiſdom, kindneſs, and 
Tre of us. Why ſhould I ſtart at the plough of my Lord, that 
wake deep furrows on my Toul ? I know he is no ie buſband, 
be purpoſeth a crop. O that this white withered leye-ground 
ere made fertile to hear a crop for him, by whom it is ſo pain- 


Why was I (a fool) grieved that he put his garland-and his roſe 
pon my lead, the glory and honour of his faithfüut witneſſes ? L 
tfire now to make no more plea with Chriſt : verily he hath not 
put me to a laſs by what I ſatfer, he oweth me nothing; for in 


my bonds how [weet and comfortable have the thoughts of him 
been to me, where! f find a ſufficient recompenſe of reward ! 
How blind are my adverſaries, who ſent me to a banqueting- 
houſe, to a hotiſe bf wine, ts my lovely Lord Jeſus his lovely 
f-1'ts, and not a prifon or place of exite ! Why fhonldT ſmo- 
ther my huſbꝛnd's honeſty, or fin againſt his loge, or be a nig- 
card in giving ont toothers what I get for nothing? Brother, 
cit with me ad give thanks: I charge you before God, that 
e ſpeak to others; and invite them to help me to praiſe. Oh 
wy debt of ptaſe, ew weighty is it, and how far run up! 
Oh that others buld ſend me to pay; and learn me to praiſe 
Ob I am 1 drowned dyvour E Lord Jeſus take my thoughts for 
payments. Yet Jam in this hot ſummer-blink v ith the tear in 
ny eye; for, by reafott of my fitence, forr6w, forrow hath ſil- 
led me: my Wat id ranged upon the wiow-trees, betauſe I am. 
ma ſtrange lande I ar ſtill kept in exerciſe with” envious bre- 


bea, my motker hath bärn me a man of contention. Write 
one your mind znent T. C. I cannot forget him; I know not 
Wit Cod hath tod with him; and Your mind anent my pa- 
t beners behaviewt, ànd how they are ferved in preaching, or 
bo be a miniſter as yet thruſt in upon them, which I de- 
bc greatly to know, and which I much fear. Dear brother, 
wein my heart fo he and die with you. Viſit me with a 
„ TM Pray for me: Remember my love to your wife. Grace, 
ence be with you: and God, Who Heareth prayer, viſit you, 
edit be unte you according to the prayers of 

; terdeen, Fan. 4. © Fenr"own brother, and Chriff's 

: 1622. priſoner, 8. R. 
$ N To 
e 


Fully dreſſed; and that this falloWiground were broken up? 


134 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt, z,. 
87. To my well-beloved'and reverend brother Mr. ROBERY 
3 ls 1 BLAIR. | 
Reverend and dearly beloved brother, Fi 

oh RACE, "mercy and peace from God our Father, and from 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be to you. It is no great wor. 
der, my dear brother, that ye be in heavineſs for a ſeaſon, and 
that God's will, in croſſing your deſign and deſires to dwell a. 
mongſt 2 people, whole God is the Lord, ſhould move you:: 
I deny not but ye have cauſe to enquire what his providence 
ſpeaketh in this to you; but God's directing and commandigg 
will can, by no good logic, be concluded from events of provi- 
dence. The Lord ſent Paul mauy errands for the {preading of 
his goſpe] , where he found lions in his way: a promiſe was made 
to his people of the holy land, and yet many nations in the Way 
fighting againſt, and ready to kill them who had the-promiſc 
or to keep them from poſſefiing that good land which the * 
their God had given them. | know ye have molt to do with 
ſubmiſſion of ſpirit ; but I perſuade myſelf ye have-lcarned, in 
every condition wherein ye are caſt, therein to be content, and 
to ſay, oo is the will of the Lord, let it be done, I ö believe 
the Lord tackleth his ſhip often to fetch the wind, and that he 
purpeſeth to bring mercy. out of your ſufferings and lilence, 
which I know from thy own experience is grie vous to you, ſee- 
ing he knoweth our willing mind to ſerve him, our wages and 
ſtipend is running to the fore with our God; even as ſome ſick 
ſoldiers get pay, when they are bed faſt, and not able to go.to 
| the field with others. YT hrugh Hrael be not. gathered, vel I foal 
be glorious In the eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my ftrength 
Iſa. xlix. 5. and we are to believe it ſhall be thus ere all.theplay 
be played, Jer. Ii. 35. The violence duns ta me and my fiſb be u. 
$91 Babylon, and the great where's {overs ſhall the, inhabitants if 
Zion ſay ; and my blocd be upon Chaldea,, fbell Ferw/alon ſay, And 
2 ch. XII. 2. Behbild 1 will make Feruſalein a bp F trembling l 
1 the people bout, «hen they ſball bein the Feegc ts *h goginſt Fit 
dah and Feriſalem, ver. 3. Aud 17¹ that duy 1 7. make Feri 
lem a burllenſome flone for all prople ; they that bnrdon theme: 
with it ſhall dhe brakem in putces,' thengh all the pple of lt 
earth ſhall be gathered agu rt, ) When they have ed 
zud ſwallowed us up they ſhall be fick, and vomit us ont. 
living men again * the devils ſtomachtannot digeſt the church 
of Cod. Suffering is the other half of our miniſtry, how beit 
the hardeſt; for we would be content our King Jeſus would 
make an open proclamation, and cry down crofles, and cry ud 
joy, gladneſs, eaſe, honour and peace: but it muſt not be l0; 
through many afflictions we mult enter into the kingdom ol 
God: not only by them, but through them we mult go; and 


\.;1:s will not take us by the croſs; it is folly to think to ſteal 
- — 10 


to heaven with a whole ſkin. For myſelf, I am here a priſon- 
er confined in Aberdeen, threatened to be removed to. Caith- 
neſs, becauſe I deſire to edify this town; and I'am openly prea- 
ched againſt in the pulpit in my hearing, and tempted with di. 
putations by the doctors, eſpecially by D. B. Yet Jam not a- 
named of my Lord Jeſus his garland and crown; I;would, pop 
exchange my weeping with the fourteen prelates their painte 


* 


anghtcr, Ar my geit coming here | took the dorts ar Chriſt, | 


and would forſdoth ſummon him for unkindneſs: I ſought a 
plea of my Lord, and toffed with challenges whether he loved 
me or not? and diſputed all over again that he had done to me; 
zcauſe his word was a fire ſhut up in my bowels, and I was 
weary with forbearing; becauſe L ſaid I was. caſt out of the 
l ord's inheritance. But now 1 ſee I was a fool: my Lord miſ- 
kent all, and did bear with my fooliſh jealouſies, and miſkent 
that ever wronged his love; and now he is come. again with 
mercy under his wings. I paſt from my (O witleſs) ſummons : 
he is God, I fee, and l am man. No it hath pleafed him to 
renew his love to my ſoul, and to dawt his poor priſonęr. There- 
fore, my dear brother, help me to praiſe and, ſhew; the Lord's 
people with you what he hath done to my ſoul, that they may 
pray and praiſe: and I charge you, in the name of Chriſt, not 
to omit it 3 for this caufe 4 write: to you, that my ſufferings may 
glorify my royal King, and edify his church in Ireland. He 
knoweth how one of Chriſt's love-coals hath burnt my ſoul with 
1 deſire to have my bonds to preach his glory, whole croſs I naw 


bear. God forgive you if ye do it not z but L hope the Lord 


will move your heart, to proclaim in my behalf the, Tweetnels, 
exceilency, and plory of my royal King. It is but our. ſoft lle 

that hath raiſed à ſlander on the croſs of Chriſt; l lee now tte 
white fide of it; my Lord's chains are all overagilded., 'Ocif 
Scotland and treland had part of my feaſt !. And "yet I get not 
my meat bat with many ſtrokes; - There are none here to whom 
lem ſpeak; 1 dwelt in Kedar's tents. Refreſh me with, a let- 
ter from you: for, know what is hetwixt: Chriſt and me. Dear. 
brother, upon my ſalvation, this is chis truth that we lüffer for 


* Ef * i . : + \ Bln 5 8 
Chriſt would not feata blank charter to ſouls. Cohrage, cou- 


rage, joy, joy for evermore O jay unſpeakable. aud glorious 
O for helpto ſet my erowned King on bigh O for love to him 
v0 is altogether lovely! that love which many Waters cannot 
qrench, neither' can the floods drown I remember you, and 
bear your name on my breaſt to Chriſt: I beſ ech you, for- 
bet not his afflicted priſoner. Grace, mercy and peace be with 
Jeu. Salute in the Lord, from me, Mr. Cunninghame, Mr. 
Livingſton, Mr. Ridge, Mr. Colwart, &c. | 
&tord, Feb. 7, ” Yeur breiver and je!lo1v 
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88. To JOHN KENNEDY Balis of Air. 
Worthy and well-beloved brother,, © © F: 

RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I am yet Waiting 
what our Lord will do for his afflicted church, and {6 
my re-entry to my Lord's houſe. O that I could bear the ſor. 
feiture of Chriſt (now out of his inheritance) recalled and taken 
off by open proclamation; and that Chriſt were reſtored to bei 
frecholder and a landed heritor in Scotland; and that the courts, 
fenced in the name of the baſtard prelates, (their god:father 
the pope's bailiffs and ſheriffs) were cried down'! O ho feet z 
light were it, to ſee all the tribes of the Lord in this land fetch. 
ing home again our. banithed King, Chrift, to his own palace, 
his ſanctuary and throne | I ſhall think it mercy to my foul, i 
my faith fhall out-watch all this winter night, and not nod or 
flumber till my Lord's ſummer-day dawn upon me. It is much 
if faith and hope, in the ſad nights of our heavy trial, eſcape 
with a whole ſkin; and without crack or crook. © I confeſs, un. 
belief hath not reaſon to be either father or mother to it: (far 
unbelicf is always an irrational thing) but how can it be, but 
ſuch weak eyes as ours muſt caſt. water in a great ſmoke; er 
that a weak head ſhould not turn giddy when the water runneth 
deep and ſtrong? but, God be thanked, that Chriſtin his chi. 
dren can endure a ſtreſs and ſtorm, lowbeit ſoft nature 'woul! 
fall down in pieces. Oh that I had that confidence as to reſt o 
this, though he ſhould grind me into {mall powder, and bra 
me into duſt, and ſcatter the guſt to the four windg of heaven; 
that my Lord would gather up the powder, and make me up 
new veſſel again, to bear Chriſt's name to the world I am ſuie 
that love, bottomed and {cated upon the faith of liis love to me, 
would qeſire and endure; this, and would even claim and thriep 
kindneſs upon Chrili's ſtrokes, and kiſs his love gloonis; and 
both ſpell and read ſalvation upon the wounds made by Chriſts 
{weet hands. O that I had but a promiſe from the mouth ot 
Chriſt, and of his love to me] and then; lowheit my faith were 
as tender as paper, I think longing, and dwining, and griening 
of fick defires would cauſe it bide out the ſiege, till the Lord 
came to fill the ſoul with his love; and L know alſo, in that 
cafe, faith ſhould bide green and ſappy zt the root, even at mid. 
winter, and ſtand out againſt all ſtorms. However it be, I knov 
Chriſt winneth heaven, in, deſpite of hell; but I owe as mall 
praiſes and thanks to flee- grace as would ly betwixt me and the 
utmoſt border of the higheſt heaven, ſuppoſe ten thoufand he-. 
vens were all laid above other. But oh! I have nothivg that 
can hire or bud grace; for if grace would take hire, it wee 
„o more grace: but all our ſtability, and the ſtrength of our 
„vation, je anchored and faſtened upon free- grace; and I am 
re Chriſt hath, by his dcath and blood, catteu the k ny 
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dig. 8g: F 
aſt, chat the fingers of the devils, and hell- fulls of fins cannot 
joole it: and that bond of Chriſt (that never yet Wag nor ne- 
ver ſhall, nor can be regiſtrated) ſtandeth furerthah lead en, Q 
the days of heaven, as that ſweet pillar of the covenatit, E. 
upon we all hang. Chriſt, and all his little ones under his two 


wings, and in the compaſs or circle of his arms, is 0 fore; that 


again, and not loſe one; an odd one cannot, nor Hall not be 
loſt in the telling. This was always God's aim, fince Chrift came 
in the pla bet wixt him and us, to make men dependent crea- 
tures, and in the work of our falvation to put created ſtrength 
and arms, and legs of clay, quite out of play, and out of office 
and court: and now God hath ſubſtituted in our rom, ànd ac- 
cepted his Son the Mediator for us, and all that we can Hake. If 
this had not been, I would have ſkinked oves and forgotten m 

part of paradiſe and ſalvation, for a breakfaſt of dead troth-eaten 
earth, but now I would not give it, nor let it go, for more 
than I can tell; and truly they are filly fools, and ignorànt of 
Chriſt's worth, (and ſo full ill trained and tutored) who tell hea- 
ven and Chriſt over the board, for two feathers bt two ſtraws 
of the devil's painted pleafures, only luſtered in the quter fide. 


eternity ſhall come upon us, cannot be told; we thall be ſo far 
cainers, and ſo far from being ſuperexpended (as the poor fools 
af this world are, who give out their money, and" get in but 


advantage aud incomes, © Who knoweth how far it is to the 
bottom of dur Chriſt, and to the ground of our heaven ? who 
ever weighed Chriſt in @ pair of balances? who Hat ſcen the 


wich is in hin, and kept for us? Oh for ſuch à heaven as to 
land afar offg and fee, and love, and long for him, while time's 
thread be cut, and this great work of creation diffolved at the 
coming of our Lord] Now to his grace I recommend you,  T be. 
kech you alfo, pray for a re-entry to me into the Lord's houſe 

fit be his good Wii.. * 1 f 
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b. T4 ELIZABETH KENNEDY, 

N re, ut g. eee 

uy: mercy and peace be unto you. I have long had 
4 purpoſe of writing unto you, but I have been hindered. 


ily defire that ye would mind your country, and confider 
t airth your ſoul ſetteth its face; for all come. not home 


l heart 
to wha 


at high 


dat, who ſuppoſe they have ſet their face heavenward: it 
is 


caſt him and them in the ground of the fea,” he ſhalf come up 


— — — - 
3 — 
. Sf. 
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This is our happineſs now, that our reckoning at ni zht; when 


black hunger) that angels cannot lay our counits; nor ſum our 
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foldings and ow -and the heights and depths of that glory 
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is a woful thing to die and miſs heaven, and to loſe houſe. ron 
with Chriſt at night; it is an evil journey where travellers ag 
benighted in the fields. I perſuade myſelf, that thouſands ſh 
be deceived and aſhamed of their hope; becauſe they caſt then 
anchor in ſinking ſands, they muſt loſe it. Till now, I kney 
not the pain, labour, nor difficulty that there, is to win x 
home; nor did I underſtand ſo well, before this, what it mean: 
eth, The righteous ſhall, ſcarcely be ſaved. Oh how many; 
poor profeſſor's candle is blown out, and never, lighted. again! 
I ſee ordinary profeſſion, and to be ranked amongſt the children 
of God, and to have a name among men, is, now thought pool 
enough to carry profeſſors to heaven; but, certainly à name i 
but a name, and will never bide a blaſt of God's ſtorm: I coun. 
ſel you, not to give your ſoul or Chriſt reſt, nor your eyes flees, 
till ye have gotten ſomething that will bidg the; fire, and ſtand 
out the ſtorm. I am ſure; if my one foot, were in heaven, and 
then he would ſay, Fend thyſelf, I will hold my grips of thee ng 
longer; I ſhould go no further, but preſently fall down in x 
many pieces of dead nature. They, are happy for evermore why 
are over head and ears in the love of Chrilt, and Kno no fick: 
neſs but love-ſickneſs for Chriſt, and feel no pain but the paig 
of an abſent and hidden, Well-beloved.,...We,,run our. ſouls out 
of breath, and tire them in courſing and gallopping after our 
own night dreams (tuch are the rqvings,ob gur miſcarryng 


hearts) to get ſome created good, thing, in, this Ute, aud pn thi 
fide of death: we, would fain ſtay and ſbiu put eee 


ſelves in this ſide of the water ; but, ſortow, Want, changes, 
croſſes and tin, are both wagt aud Warp in th Wüllen web. 9 
how {weet and dear are theſe thoughts, BE A3f fy ; Upon the 
things which are above] and how happy are they Who are long. 
ing to have little ſand in their glaſs, and to haye time's ow 
cut, and can cry to Chriſt, Lord Jeſus, Have"c\cr, come an 

fetch cke dre paſſenger ? NN our thoughts were more fee. 
quently than they are upon our <ounttys O but heaven caſteth 
a ſweet {ſmell afar off, to thole who have ſpirituat, ſmelling 
God hath made many fair flowers, but the fairett of them alli 
heaven, and the flower of all flowers is Chrifts |: O why do ye 
not flee up to that lovely one ? Alas, that there is ſuch a ſca- 
city of love, and lovers of Chriſt among us all F y, fy upon , 
who love fair things,” as fair gold, fair houſes, fair lands, far 
pleaſures, fair honours; and fair per ſons, and da not pine and 
melt away with love to Chriſt !! O would to God I had more lote 
for his ſake! O for as much love as would lie betwixt me and hei- 
ven for his ſake ! O for as much as would ge round about the 
earth, and over the heaven, y2a, the heaven of heavens, and ten 
thouland worlds, that I mightlet-allout upon fair, fair, only fall 


Chriſt! But alas, I have nothing for him, yet he hath mach for 
| me. 


viſt. go. r 139 


\e, If men would have ſomething to do with their hearts and 
cx thoughts, that are always rolling up and down like men with 
ars in a boat, after ſinful vanities, they may find great and 
oct employ ment to their thoughts upon Chriſt; if theſe frothy, 
Huctuating, and reſtleſs Hearts of ours would come all about 


f mercy, to the Unſcareheable riches of his grace, to enquire 
aller, and ſearch"into the beauty of God in Chriſt, they would 
de wallowed up in the depth and heighth, length and breadth 
of his goodnefs. © Oh if men would draw the curtains, and look 
into the inner fide' of the ark, and behold how the fulneſs of 
the Godhead dwelleth in him bodily! O who would not ſay, 
Let me die, let me die ten times to ſee a fight of him? Ten 
honſand deaths were no great price to give for him; I am ſure, 
ck, fainting love would heighten the market, and raiſe the 
price to the double for him. But alas, if men and angels were 
touped, and ſold at the deareſt price, they would not all buy a 
night's love, or afour and twenty hours ſight of Chriſt, O how 
happy are they who get Chriſt for nothing ! God fend me no 


ore for my part of Paradiſe but Chriſt; and ſurely I were rich 
! BY enough, and as well heaver'd as the beſt of them, if Chriſt were 
"WW iy heaven. can Write no better thing to you than to deſire 
f you, if ever ye laid Chriſt in a count to take him up, and count 
er again ; and weigh him again and again: and after this, 
lie no other to court your love, and to woo your ſouls de- 
7 light, but Chrift ; he will be found worthy of all your love, 
D bovbeit it ſhould {welt upon you front the earth to the upper. 
) moſt circlè of the heaven of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus and 
bis love 1 commend'you.” on? 7% 590, "1 

0 Aberdeen, n | | Yours in his faveet _ 
, 1637. x 8 Hp Sages Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
th 99. To IANET KENNEDY. 

B RACE, merey and peace be unto you. Te are not a little 
0 oblidged tõ his rich grace, who hath ſeparate you for him- 
N ſelf, and for the promiſed mheritance, with the ſaints in light; 
5 from this condemned and guilty world. Hold faſt Chriſt, con- 
al 


tend for him: it is à lawful'plea to go to holding and drawing 
00 WY for Chriſt ; and it is not poſtible to keep Chriſt peaceably, ha- 
ving once gotten him, except the devil were dead. It muſt be 
| your reſolution to fet your face againſt Satan's northern tem- 
be peſts and ſtorms for ſal vation: nature would have heaven come 


* to us while fleeping in our beds. We would all buy Chriſt, ſo 
's ding we might make the price ourſelves ; but Chriſt is worth 
. | Chi 


| more 
Ne, | 


rift, and look into His love, to bottomleſs love, to the depth 
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more blood and lives than either you or. ye to, givę h 

We de al come home and Rf Ne ben 
brother's fair kingdom, and when our heads all jd. the we ht 
of the eternal crown of glory, and when we (ha = back. 19 
pains and ſufferings, then ſhall we ſee'life, a nd. Joxr av, to he 
leſs than dne ſtep or Aride from 3. prifon to glory ie 
little inch of time ſuffering is not worthy of gur fieft night's wel.” 
come home to heaven. 6 what then will be the. weight of e. 
very one of Chriſt's kifſes ! O hou weight fend of what worth, 
ſhall eyery one of Chriſt's love ſmiles be. "01 whebonce he (hall 
thruſt à wearied traveller's head betwixt his e , 
poor ſoul ſhall think one kiſs of Chriſt hath fully, paid hohe, 
forty or fifty years wet feet, and U its le re hearts and ligbt ſuf. 
ferings, it had in following after Chr Fb thrice ſin ed fouls, 
whole hearts are charmed and bewitched with dreams, ſhadow, 
feckleſs things, night-vanities and night-fancies of a miſerable 
life. of fan. Shame on us, who fit ſtill fetterebwilhethe lot 
and liking of the loan of à piece of dead clay. O poor fools, 
who are beguiled witli painted things, nd this worlds fair we“ 
ther and ſmooth promiſes, and rotten worm-eatemhapes “ MI 
not the devil laugh to ſee us give out our ſouls, andi get in 

corrupt and counterfeit pleaſures of fin? Ofor a ſightf nl 
ty's glory, and a little taſting of the Lambis:marriage-ſuppda!/ 
Half a draught or a drop of the wine of conſolations, that! is up 
at our banqueting houſe, out of Chriſt's n bands would mike 
our ſtqmachs leath the brown hread and-the:four;drink of tm 
ſerable life. Q how far art we bereft of wit to chaſe andchunt 
and-run till our fouls be out of breath, after a-caridemntd Rips 
pineſs of our own making l And do: we not ſit far in onr ow 
light, to make it a matter of bairns-play to ſkin and drink over 
paradiſe, and the heaven that Chriſt did ſweat: far; even for a 
blaſt of ſmoke, and for Efau's morning breakfaft?;O-thatwe 
were out of onrſelves and dead to this world; and, this world 
dead and crucified to us1--and: when we-ſhould be: cloſe out of 
love and conceit of any maſked, and fairded lover whatſoever; 
then Chriſt would win and conquer to himſelf a lodging in the 
inmoſt yoke of our heart; then Chriſt ſhould; beour-night-ſong 
and our morning-ſong ; then the very; naiſe and din.: of our 
Well-beloved's feet when he cometh, and his firſt knoikor rap 
at the door ſhould be as the news of two heavens to us. Oh 
that our eyes and our ſouPs ſmelling ſhould go after a blaſted 
and ſun-burnt flower, even this fair plaiſtered out- ſided world; 
and then we have neither eye nor ſmell for the Flower of Jeſſe, 
for that Plant of Renown, for Chriſt, the choiceſt, the faireſt, 
the ſweeteſt Roſe that ever God planted | O let ſome of us dic 
to feel the ſmell of him! and let my part of this rotten world be 


for ſeited and fold for eyvermore, providing I may anchor m) 
tottering 


OR EN 


OS %z 
PR 
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tering ſoul upon Chriſt I I know it is ſometimes & this, Lord, 
hat wilt thou have. for Chriſt ? but, O Lord, canſt thou be 
added'or OY, BH any gift for Chriſt? O Lord, can 
briſt be ſold ? or rather, may not a poor ſinner have him for 
xthing ! TFT cart get no more, O let me be pained to all eterni- 
„ with longing for him! the joy of hungering for Chriſt ſhould 
- my heaven for eyermore. Alas, that I cannot draw fouls 
nd Chriſt together! But I defire the coming of his kingdom, 
nd that Chriſt (as I aſſuredly hope he ſhall) would come upon 
ithered Scotland, as rain upon, the mown graſs. O let the 
ling come! O ter his Kingdom come! O let their eyes rot in 
cir eye-holes, wht will not receive him home again to reign 
d rule in Scotland Grace, grace be with, you. | 
Aberdeen, 1637. al e his ſweet | 
« 6 exjanct-1dgin bas es Lord Feſus, S. R. 
FFF ˙ wi TIS KS A ]ð 
9 09. UW v [5 8b 30 590 4 18 Y 
i. To bis reverentond dear brother, Mr, DAVID DICKSON. 
Reverend aud deareft brother, 0s 5 
HAT joy have Trout of heaven's gates, but that my 
Vord Jſeſusche glorifled in my bonds? Bleſſed be ye of 
de Lord, who contribute any thing to my obliged and indebt- 
d praiſes. Dear brother, help me a poor dy vour to pay the in- 
reſt, for I cannot come nigh to render the principal. It is 
ot jeſt nor ſport i which maketh me to ſpeak and write as I do: 
ever before vate l to that nick or piteh of communion with 


have been theſe two ſabbaths or three in private, taking in- 
ruments in the name df Gpd, that my Lord Jeſus-and I have 
ſed cace other in deen, the bouſe of my pilgrimage. I 
ek not an apple to play me with, He knoweth, whom I ſerve 
u the Spirit, but afealy I but beg earneſt, and am content to 
uſpend and friſt glory while fupper time. I know-rhis-world 
ill not laſt with me yofor any moonlight is ndon - day light, and 
four - hours above my feaſts, ben Iwas a preacher; at which 
mes alſo. J was en: braced! very often in his arm. But who can 
dame Chriſt to take me on behind him (if I may fay ſo) on his 
bite horſe, or in his chariot: par with dove, through a wa- 


and carry him over à Uiteh or A mite? My ſhort legs could not 
ſus will bear me through. If a change come and a dark day, 


not blame him, howhelt I get no more while I come to heaven : 
but ye know, the phyvſic behoved: to have ſugar; my faith was 
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briſt, that. 1'haveaww-atidined' ano.” For my confirmation, 


er! Will not a father take his dittle dawted Davie in kis arms, 
ſep over this laire or ſinking mire ; and chereſore my Lord Je- 


lo being that he will keep my faith without flaw or crack, Idare 


filo alwoon, and Chrift but held a ſwooning man's head. In- 
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deed 1 pray not for a dawted bairn's diet; he knoweth I would 
have Chriſt ſour or ſweet 3 any way, ſo being it be Chriſt jn. 
deed : I ſtand not now upon Paiſed apples, or ſugared diſhes, 
but 1 cannot blame him to give, 1 muſt gape and make a with 
mouth. Since Chriſt will not pantry-up joys, he muſt be ye. 
come, who wil not bide away : I ſeek no other fruit, but thy 
Jae may be..glorified ; he knoweth I would take hard fate tu 
have his name et on high. I bleſs you for your, counſe: | 
hope to live by faith, and ſwim without a maſs, or bundle d 
oyful ſenſe voce ay in at leaſt to venture, albeit 1 ſhoul! 
be ducked. Now for my caufe 10 Cd the 0 ouncil {hould be tl. 
ſayed, and the event referred to God: duties are gurs, ande. 
vents are God's. L halt go through yours upon the coverant 
at leiſure, and write to you my mind there-anent; and anent 
the Arminian contract betwixt the Father and the Son. I be- 
ſeech you, ſet to, to go through ſcripture, ' Yours on the He- 
brews is in great .requeſt with all who would be acquaint with 
Chriſt's teſtament. I purpoſe (God willing) to ſet about Hoſei, 
and to try if I can get it to the preſs here. It refreſheth ne 
much, that ye are ſo kind to my brother; I hope your courſd 
ſhall do him good; I recommend him to you, dae | an fo far 
from him. I am glad, that the dying fervant of God, famon 
and faithful Mr. Cunningham, ſealed your miniſtry before he 


— 


fell aſſeep. Grace, grace be with you.  * 


Aberdeen, March 7. Taurs in his bi 
1637. Led Fiſer, 8. K. 
. 111 Nos 


g2. To the much honoured WILLIAM RIGG  Atherniz, 
Much honoured Sir, * 10 Mis 40 
RACE, mercy and peace be to yau:. I received your long- 
looked-for and ſhort letter; I world ye had ſpoke more 
to me, who ſtand itz need. I find Chriſt, as ye write, ay the 
longer the better, and therefore cannot rejoice. in his ſalvation, 
who hath made my chains my wings, and hath made me a king 
over my croſſes, and over my adserſaries: glory, glory, glor! 
to his high, high and holy name] not one ounce, not one gran 
weight more is laid on me, than he hath enabled me to bear; 
and I am not ſo much wearied to ſuffer, as Zion's haters are 10 
perſecute. Oh if I could find a way, in any meaſure, to ſtrire 
to be even with Chriſt's love | but that I muſt give over. Ou 
who would help a dyvour to pay praiſes to the king of faints, 
who triumpheth in his weak fervants | 1 fee, if Chriſt but re 
oon a worm or feather, his horſe will neither ſtumble nor fall; 
the worm Jacob is made by him a new fharp threſhiag inſtre- 
ment, having teeth, to threſh the monntains, and beat the 


{.nall, and to make the hills as chaff, and to fan them, ſo 1 
| * 


3p — — - — — —— — W 


Fpiſt. 93+ „ + 7 7 ey 143 


Iſa. xli. 14, 15, 16. Chriſt's enemies are but breaking their 


nd pence of the ſaints : I know he but heweth 
and politheth 0 es all this time, for the new Jeruſalem.” But 
in all this, three things have much moved me, ſince it hath 
pleaſed my Lord to turn my moon-light into day-light. Firſt, 
he hath yoked me to work, to wreſtle with Chriſt's love of long- 
ing, where with I. am fick, pained, fainting, and like to die, 
becauſe J cannot get "himſelf, which 1 think a ſtrange ſort of 
deſertion; for I have not himſelf, (whom if I had, my love-ſick- 
nefs would cool, and my fever go away; at leaſt, I {hould know 
the heat of the fire of complacency, which would cool the 
ſcorching heat of the fire of defire) and yet I have no penury 


en the faith a 


* 5 . ' On * 21 # 1. 5 PO N 3 +» i 
on me. I take inſlruments,in his hand, that I would have him, 


bleſs him for that feaſt, : Secondly, Old challenges now and 
then, revive, and caſt all. down 1 go halting and ſighing, 
ſearing there, be an unſeen proceſs yet coming out, and 
that heavier than I can anſwers I cannot read diſtinctly my ſure- 
tj act of cautionary for me in Marticular, and my diſcharge z 
nd ſenſe, rather than faith, aſſureth me of what I have; ſo un- 
ale am | to go, but by a hold. I could (with reverence of my 


cy WO ns: RX TH we. 


Lord) forgive Chriſt, if he would give me as mvetr faith, as I 
have Run ger for him. T hope, the Burdon is now obtained> but 
the peace is not ſo ſurè to me, às I would willi: yet, one thing 
| know, there is not a way to heaven, but the way he hath 


. rced me to-profeſs and ſuffer for. Thirdly, Wo, wo is me 
Eber the virgin-daughter of Scotland, and for the feartul deſo- 

ie tion and wrath appointed for this land; and yet all are ſleep— 

0 ng, eating and drinking, laughing and ſporting as if all were 
cl. Oh our dim gold! our dumb, blind paſtors ! the ſun js 

ri Wee down upon them, and our nobles bid Chriſt fend for hin- HA 
elf if he be Curiſt: it were good, we ſhould learn in time the a 
rz; no our ſtrong hold. Sir, howheit not acquainted, remem- 
„ber my love to your wife,® I pray God eſtabliſ you. 

Ve vers. March .f + Yours in bis ſweet Lord.,. 

Ni 1039»:4 lan 16d 34 0k8 3146 FJeſus, 8. R 


eee 

93. To JOHN EWART Batilie Nirkeudbrighr. 
iy very worthy and dear friend, | | Hy 

Cannot but moſt kindly thank you, for the expreſſions of 


I. 1 a : . 10 
love: and reſpect to MC is A great. comfort to me, I bl. 4s 
8 2 Iris 


the wind ſhall gary away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them, 


own heads upon the Rock laid in Zion, and the Stone is not. 
removed out of its place. Faith hath cauſe to take courage 
from our very aſliQions z the devil is but a whet-ſtone, to ſharp- 


110 
|. 
i 


of his love; and ſo I dwine, I. die, and he ſeemeth not to rue 


but I cannot get him; aud my beſt cheer is black hunger: I 
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his high and glorious name, that the terrors of great men ban 
not affrighted me from open avouching the Son of God; ny 
his croſs is the ſweeteſt burden that ever I bare; it k ſug, 
burden, as wings are to a bird, or fails to a ſhip, to carry gt 
forward to my harbour. I have not much cauſe to fall in lo 
with the world ; -but rather to with, that he who ſirteth upp 
the floods, would bring my broken ſhip to land, and keep gy 
conſcience ſafe, in theſe dangerous times: for wrath from the 
Lord is coming on this finful land. It were good, that we phi 
ſoners of hope knew of our ſtrong hold to run to, before th 
ſtorm come on; therefore, Sir, I befeech you by the merci 
of God, and comforts of his Spirit, by the blebd of your Sai. 
our, and by your compearance before the fin-reyenging Jud 
of the world, keep your garments clean, and ſtand for the uuf 
of Chriſt, which ye profeſs. When the time ſhall come the 
your eye-ſtrings ſhall break, your face wax pale, your breath 
grow cold, and this houſe of clay-thall totter, and your fog 
{hall be over the march, in eternity ; it ſhall be your comfor 
and joy, that ye gave your name to Chriſt. The greateſt part 
of the world think heaven at the next door, and that Chriſtia. 
ty is an eaſy taſk ; but they will be beguiled. Wonthy Sir,! 
teſcech you make ſuxe work of ſalvation : I have found by a 
perience that all I could do hath had much adoinithe-dayotny 
trial; and therefore lay up a ſure foundation for the time to com 
I cannot requite you, for yaur undeferved favours: to me ap 
my now afflicted brother ; but I truſt to remember you to Gul. 


Remember me heartily to your kind wWwiſgme. 
Aberd. March 13. 1637. TDuoart in bis in 


94. To WILLIAM FULLERTON Provęſt of Kirkcudbright 


Much honoured Sir, = | 

Cn mercy and peace be to you. I am obliged to Jon 

love in God, I beſeech you, Sir, let nothing be ſo der 
to you as Chriſt's truth, for ſalvation is worth all the world; 
and therefore be not afraid of men, that ſhall die; the Lon 
ſhall do for you in your ſuffering for him, and fhall bleſs 0 
houſe and ſeed ; and ye have God's promiſe, that ye {hall bit 
his preſence in fire, water, and in ſeven tribulations. ' = 
day will wear to an end, and your ſun go down, In death ied 
be your joy, that ye have ventured all ye have for Chriſt; * 
there is not a promiſe of heaven made, but to ſuch as are ul. 
ing to ſuffer for it: it is a caſtle taken by force. Tbis on 
bit the clay-portion of baſtards; and therefore no wonder tie 
world ſmile on its own; bat better things are laid np for his l 


ally begotten bairns, whom the world hateth: I have caps) 


to ſpeak this, for I would not exchange my priſon and ſad 
nights. with the court, honour, and cafe: of my adverfaries'; 
my Lord is pleaſed to make many unknown faces to laugh upon 
me, and to provide a:lodging for me; and he himſelf viſiteth 
my foul with feaſts of fpiritual-comforts. © O how: ſweet'a"mal- 
ter is Chriſt! Bleſſed: are they who lay down alt for him, "I 
thank jou kindly for your love to my diſtreſſed brother. Ve 
have the bleſſing and prayers of the. priſoner of Chriſt to you, 
our wife and children. Remember my love and bleſſing to 
{iam and Samuel: I dere them in their youth to ſeek the 
Lord, and fear his great name, to pray twice a- day (at leaſt) to 
God, and to read God's word; to ke themſelves from cur- 
ing lying, and. filthy talking. Now rhe only wiſe God, and 
the preſence of the Don: of God, be with you all. | 
Aberdeen, Mareb 13. Yours in his faveet 
20 ele xow 254k qt Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
EE 
75. To. the "worthy and much honoured, Mr. ALEXANDER 
135115182 7.9681 CQLVILL of Blair. | | | | 
Much honoured: Sir,, (39.650 ©. 10 
Brgy mercy and peace be to you. The bearer hereof, 
JM. R. F. is moſt kind to me; I defire you to thank him: 
but none is ſo kind as my only royal King and Maſter, whoſe 
crols is my garland. The King dineth with his priſoner, and 
his ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell. He hath led me up to ſuch a pitch 
and nick of joy ful communion with himſelf, as I never knew be- 
fore; when I look back to by-gones, I judge myſelf to have 
been a child at A, B, C, with Chriſt. Worthy: Sir, pardon 
me, I dare not conceal it from you, it is as a fire in my bowels, 
in his preſence. who ſeeth me I ſpeak it) I am pained, pained 
with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me ſick, and wounded 
me: hunger for Chriſt out-runneth faith; I miſs faith more 
than love. O if the three kingdoms would come and fee! O 
du it they knew his kindneſs to my foul ! It hath pleaſed him to 
bring me to this, that I will not ſtrike ſails to this world, hor 
latter it, nor adore this clay idol that fools worſhip; as Fam 


and yet I get my meat from Chriſt with nurture; for ſeven times 
a Gay I am lifted up and caſten down, My dumb ſabbaths bur- 


au den my heart, and make it bleed: I want not fearful challenges 


and jealoufies fometimes of Chriſt's love, that he hath caſten me 
over the dyke of the vineyard, as a dry tree. But this is my 


wii nficmity ; by this grace I take myſelf in theſe ravings: it is 
n Eindly that faith and love both be fick, and fevers are kindly 

to moſt joyful communion with Chriſt, Ye are blefled, who 
hi ouch Chriſt openly before the Prince of his kingdom, whoſe 
* hes are upon you: it is your glory ta lift him up on his throne, 
en 


0 


now diſpoſed, I think I will neither borrow nor lend with it; 
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he is not ſuch a Lord and maker as I took him to be; verily le 
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to carry his train, and bear up the hem of his robe royal; þ, 
hath an hiding-place for Mr. A. C. againſt the ſtorm,;,go an 
and fear not what man can do. The faints ſeem to have th 
worſt of it, (for apprehenſions can make a lie of Chriſt and q 
his love) but it is not ſa : providence is not rolled upon unequy 
and crooked wheels: all things work, together for the, good q 
thoſe who love God, and are called according to his purpoſe, 
Ere it be long, we ſhall ſee the white ſide of Gog's providence 
My brother's caſe hath moved me not a little he wrote 0 m 
your care and kindneſs. a Sir, the priſoner's bleſſings and pray. 
ers, I truſt, ſhall not go by you. He that is able to keep you, 
and preſent you before the preſence. of his face with joy, eſty 
bliſh your heart in the love of Chr iſt. a0 * MY Hed K. 
Aberdeen, Feb. 1g. \ Tau in hits ſrueet Lord, 
1637. it 0 ö Jieſus, 8. R. 
=== — ERETRRIESTITS, I ———— 
96. To EARLSTOU,N younger, 
Hanoured and dear brother 5 7 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your le. 
ter, which refreſhed, my ſoul. I thank God, the courts 
cloſed : I think ſhame; of my part of itz I paſs now from ny 
unjuſt ſummons of unkindneſs libelled againſt Chtiſt my Lord; 


— 
— 


——— — 
— 


rr 


is God, and I am duſt and aſhies: I-took Chriſt's o glooms to bs 
as good as ſcripture ſpeaking Wrath; but I have ſcen the other 
fide of Chriſt, and the white ſide of his croſs now. 1 behoved 
to come to Aberdeen, to learn a new my ſtery in Chriſt, that his 
promiſe is better to be believed, than his looks, and that the de- 
vil can cauſe Chriſt's glooms ſpeak a lis to weak man. Na 
verily I was a child before; all bygones are but bairns play: | 
would I could begin to be a Chriſtian in ſad earneſt, I need not 
blame Chriſt, if 1 be not one; for be hath ſhewed+me heaven 
and hell in Aberdeen: but the truth is, for all my ſorros, 
Chriſt is nothing in my debt; for comforts have refreſhed my 
ſoul: I have heard and ſeen him in his ſweetneſs, ſo, as Lam 
almoſt ſaying, it is not he that I was wont to meet with he laughs 
eth more chearfully, his kiſſes are more ſwoet and ſonl-refreſhing, 
than the kiſſes of the Chriſt I ſaw-beforez; Were, (tho! he be the 
ſame:) or rather, the King hath-Jcd+nieup te a-meature of joy 
and communion with my Bridegroom, chat I never attained to 
before; ſo that I often think, Iwill neither borrow. nor len 
with this world; Iwill not lirike fail to craſſes, nor Hatter them 
to be quit of them, as | have done,. Come all croſſes, welcome, 

elcome] ſo I may get my heart full of my Lord Jeſus. [ have 
den ſo near him, as I have ſaid, Ltake intiruments, this 15 the 
Lore: leave a token behind thee, that l may never forget this 
Nov, want con Chit do more to dawt-one of his poor brilon. 


z 
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5 therefore Sir, I charge you in the name of my Lord Jeſus, 
iſe with me, and thew unto others what he hath done unto 
ſoul. This is the fruit of my ſufferings, that I deſire Chrilt's 
de may be ſpread abroad in this kingdoin, in my behalf. 
ope in God not to ſlander him again; yet in this, I get not m 1 
calls without ſome mixture of gall; neither am I free of old 
ealouſies; for he hath removed my lovers and friends far from 
me; he hath made my congregation deſolate, and taken away 
y crown : and my dumb fabbaths are like a ſtone tied to a bird's 
bot, that wanteth. not wings; they ſeem to hinder me to flee, 
dere it not that T dare not fay one word, but, Well done, Lord 
eſus. We can in our proſperity ſport ourfelves, and be too 
bold with Chriſt; yea, be that infolent, as to chide with him: 
but under the water we dare not ſpeak. I wonder now of my 
ometimes boldneſs, to chide and quarrel Chriſt, to nickname 
providence, when it ſt roaked me againſt the hair: but now ſwim- 
ing in the waters, I think my will is fallen to the ground of the 
water; I have loſt it. I think I would fain ſet Chriſt alone, 
and give him leave to do with me what he pleaſeth, if he would 
ſmile upon me. Verily, we know not what an evil it is to ſpill 
and indulge ourſelves, and to make an idol of our will: I was 


ence, I would not eat, except I had wailed meat; now I dare 


not complain of erumbs and pairings under his table: I was 
once that I would make the houſe ado, if I ſaw not the world 
carved, and fet in order to my liking ; now I am filent, when 
I ſee God hath his ſervants on horſe-back, and is fattening and 
feeding the chidren of perdition. I pray God, I never find my 
will again: Oh if Chriſt would ſubject my will to his, and tram- 
ple it under his feet, and liberate me from that lawleſs Lord! 
Now, Sir, in your youth gather faſt; your ſun will mount to 
the meridian«quickly, and thereafter decline: be greedy of 
grace: ſtudy above any thing, my dear brother, to mortify 
your luſts. Oh but pride of youth, vanity, luſt, idolizing of 
the world, and charming pleafures, take long time to root them 
out! As far as ye are advanced in the way to heaven, as near 
ye are to Chriſt, as much progreſs as ye have made in the 
way of mortitication; ye will find that ye are far behind, and 
have moſt of your work before you. I never took it to be fo 
kard, to be dead to my luſts and to this world: when the day 
of viſitation cometh, and-your old idols come weeping about 
fon, you will have much ado not to break vour heart; it is beſt 
io give up in time with them, fo as ve could at call quit your part 
a this world for a drink of water, or a thing of nothing. 
Yerily, I have feen the beſt of this world, a moth-eaten thread. 


dare coat: I purpoſe to lay it aſide, being now holey and old. 
* my houſe above, not made with hands! Pray for Chriſt's 
miner, aud write to me, to make ready for removing; the 
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148 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Ea. „ 
Lord's tide will not hide her; and to ſeek an heavenly mind 
that her heart may be often there. Grace he with.you.,,, .. 


* . g . . ; þ 
Aberdern, Feb. 209. Tau and beim 
* 'T 16377 15 1 Y 10 81 Tink » 1: Peiſonen, 8, N. 
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1 y dear Friend, ary 


kindly for our care of me, and yourloveand reſpettire 
kindneſs to my brother in his diſtreſs: 1 pray the Lord ye may 
find mercy in the dpy of Chriſt ; and I intreat you; Sir, to con- 
ſider the times ye live in, and that your ſoul Is of more word 
to you than the whole world, which, in the day of the blowhy 
of the laſt trumpet, ſhall ly in white aſhes, 2s an old caſtle butit 
to nothing 3 and remember that judgment and eternity is be. 
fore you. My dear and worthy friend, let me intteat you n 
Chriſt's name, and by the falvation of your ſoul; and by your 
compearance before the dreadful and fin-revetiging Judge of the 
the world, make your accounts ready, read them ere ye com 
to the wateride ; for your afternon will wer thort, ant ybür 
ſun fall low and go down: and ye know, that this long tim: 
your Lord hath waited on you. O how tomfbrtable a thing 
ſhall be to you, when time ſhall be no more, ant your ſotlthil 
depart out of the houſe of clay, to, vaſt and endleſs" eternity; to 
have your ſoul drefſed up, and prepared for your Brideptvont! 
No loſs is comparable to the loſs of the ſoul 5 there is no hope 
of regaining that loſs. O how joyful would my ſul be, to ben 
that ye would ſtart to the gate, and contend for the crown, and 
leave all vanities, and make Chrift your gartand f Pet ybur for! 
put away your old lovers, and let Chriſt have your whole love: 
I have ſome experience to write of this to you. My witnels 5 
in heaven, T would not exchange my chains ant bonds for Chriſt, 
and my ſighs for ten worlds glory. Tjudge this lay idol, that 
Adam's ſons are rouping and ſelling their ſouls for, nat worth 
drink of cold water. O if your ſoul were in my ſoul'a ſtead ho 
ſick would ye be of love for that faireſt one; that faireſt among 
the ſons of men ] May- flowers, and moruing vapour, and ſum- 
mer- miſt poſt not ſo faſt away, as theſe worm-eaten pleaſure 
that we follow: we build caſtles in the Air, and night- dreams 
are our daily idols that we dote on. Salvation, ſaluation is out 
only neceſſary thing. Sir, calb home your thoughts to this 
work, to enquire for your Well- beloved: this earth is ther por 
tion of baſtards, ſcek the ſon's inheritance, and let Chrilts 
truth be dear to you. I pawn my ſalvation on it, that this 


the honour of Chriſt's kingdom I now fuffer for, (and this world, 
| hope, ſhall not come between me and my gartand) and th 


at Wi: 
this 
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lis is the way to liſe, when ye and I ſhall ly lumps of pale clay 
pon the cold ground, our pleaſures, that we now naturally 


my joy, and betake you to Chriſt without further delay; ; ye 
he fain at length to-4eek to him, or do infinitely worſe. 
demember, my love to your wife. Grace be with you. 


Aber. March” + | 7 ours in his feveet Lord 
1637. : | Jeſus, 8. R. 
= == SED = tun i= = SD mmm 
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kindly, for your ears and love to me, and in particular to 
brother, in his diſtr „in Edinburgh: go on through your 
aters without, y eary ing your guide knoweth the way, follow 
im, and caſt your cares and. tentations upon him: and let not 
orms, and ſons, of men, right you; they ſhall die, and the 
2th ſhall eat them : 92 ep YH ur garland, z. there is no leſs at 
he ſtake, in this Sache etwixt us and the world, than our con- 
jence and ſalvatio 5 Wg. dans een to. take heed to the game, 
nd. not to yield to. Mm... Jet,them take other things from us; 
ut here, in, matters . we, muſt hold and draw 
th kings, and Agt ourſelves, i in terms of oppoſition with the 
ietds of the, earth. 0 a ſweet, communion for evermore, 


ot to be kind: N is the fa ire 1 I ſec in Aberdeen, or any 

art that ever my feet were — Remember my hearty kindneſs 

o your wife : L defire her to believe, and lay her cares on God, 

Iod make faſt work of Aide Grace be with you. 

Aberdeen, . March . AF f of Tours in his only Lord 
1637. "207-07 241 ke _ . Feſus, S. R. 
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Well-belowed pr: dear Bifterg:: 1) 5: 5 
"TRACE, merey ado you: 1 cnn your let- 


—_ ry C5 on "5. 


TJ 
1 ter, which b eſterm an cvilence of your Chriſtian affecti- 
* 


dn to me, androf; your love to my honourable Lord and Maſter. 
ly lefire i is, that your communion with Chriſt may grow, and 
hat your reckohings may be put by-band with your Lord ere 
© come to the water ſidę. O WhO knoweth how ſweet Chriſt's 
tiles are! who hat he been more kindly embraced and kiſſed than 
bis baniſhed: priſoner? If the compariſon could ſtand, 1 would 


row of love in nay ſoul, and it paingth me till he come and 
tre it ont, I find pain of theſe wounds, becauſe I would have 
Polieffion, 'L know now; this worm-caten apple, the plaiſtered, 

73 rotten 


ve, fhalt be leſs than nothing in that day. Dear brother, ful- 


1 RACE, mercy, and peace be * 1 thank you. [moſt 


hat hath been tween 58 77 his priſoner! He wearieth 


ot exchange Chriſt with heaven itſelf: he hath left a dart and 
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0 the world caſteth, a dog a bone to hurt li 
dath taught me to be content with a borrowed fie 


h {hall above the blows and buffetings ob ptelates la 
this be Four deſire, and let your thpughts dwell much upon thy 
blefſedneſs that abideth you, in the other world. The fair 5 
of the world will be turned to you, quickly, when ye ſhall ſs 
the crown. 1 45455 are near your lodgiug. O but Þwodl 
think ny ſelf bleſſed, for my part, to win the: houſe before dl 
ſhower come on! for God hath a quiver, full of arrows to ſhoot 
at, and ſhower down upon Seotland., . Ye-havecthelprayersoft 
priſoner of Chrift, I defire Patrick, te give Chtiſt his yo 
love, even the flower of it, and to put it hy all others j it wer 
good to ſtart ſoon io the way; he ſhould. thereby have 1 grea 
advantage in the evil day. Grace be with you. 

5 Aberdeen, March 7. Tout in hit only Lord 
= 1637. Jeſus, 8. R 
rr rere 

100. To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


Reverend and well-beloved in the Lord, 


I Was refreſhed with your letter: I am ſorry for that tinger 
ing and longſome viſitation that is upon your wife; but | 
know ye take it as a mark of a lawfully begotten child, and not 
of a baſtard, to be under your Father's rod. Till ye be in he- 
ven it will be bur foul weather, one ſhower up and another 
down. The lintel-ſtone and pillars of the New Jeruſalem ſuffer 
more knocks of God's hammer and tool, than the common fide- 
wall ſtones: and if twenty croſſes be written for you in God: 
book, they will come to nineteen, and then at laſt to one, and 
after that to nothing; but your head ſhall ly betwixt Chriſt's 
breaſts for evermore, and his own ſoft hand ſhall dry your fact, 
and wipe away your tears. As for public ſufferings for his truth 
your Maſter alto will ſee to theſe ; let us put him in his own dl. 
tice, to comfort and deliver. The gloom of Chriſt's crols | 
worſe than itſelf. I cannot keep up what he hath done for m 
ul. My dear brother, will I not get help of you to praile, 
and to litt up Chriſt on high ? He hath pained me with hi 
love, and hath lett a love-arrow in my heart, that hath made 3 


wound, and ſwelled me up with deſires, ſo that l am to 4 


pit. 101. LT T ERS. 1 8 151 
od lor want of real poſſeſſion. Love would Have the company 
che party loved; and my greateſt pain is the want of” 
of hisjoys and comforts, but of a near union and” commu- 
ion. This is his truth, I am fully perſuaded 1 no ſuffer for: 
r Chriſt hath taken upon him to be witneßs tö it, by his ſweet 
lomforts to my ſoul? and mall I think him a fälſe Wie eſs, or 
rat he would ſubſeribe blank paper? T'thank "his high and 
ircadful name for what he hath given':"1 hôpe ti Pg ſeal 


« & 4 

I 
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ad his pawn till he“cοme and loofe it hicmſelf. 1 Uefy Refl'to 
ut me off it, bur lie 1s Chriſt, and he hath inlet With his pri- 
ouer, and I took inſtrüments in his ow n Hand, that Tt was be, 
bod none other for him.“ When the devil ſcemefk a bäſtard- 
burt in my Lord'scgtoumd; and giveth me forged ſummons, it 
ill be my ſhume to iſbelie ve after uch a fair broad Teal And 
et Hatan and my apprehenſion Totfictiihes'make a lie of Cbriſt, 
if he hared me bat 1 dare believe no evif of Chrift? if he 
ould coob my-love-fever for himiſelf with real preſence and 
alfefſton, Id be rich; but I date not de mille rnet; and 
ek more in that kind howbeit it be nid ſhame to b 2 at Chriſt's 
nw 1 piry my ane z grade ot that m/e Keep 
h them at their own fre- ſide, arid hath given We A Borrowed 
ed, and a borrowed firecſide; let the good- man of the Rouſe 
a a dog a bone! why ſhould I offend ! I rejoice that the bro- 
en bark {hall come to land, and that Chriſt will, on the ſhore, 
elcame the ſea- ſick paſſenger; - We have need of à great ſtock 
paſt this day of- trlab that'is coming: neither chaff nor corn 
n Scotland, but it ſhall, once paſs, through God's Gave... Praile, 
raile, and pray for me; for | cannot atopy, know 2 
Fil be friendly to niy afflicted brothef, who is now, embark 
the ſame cauſe with me; let him have your counſel and com- 
ors, Remember my love in Chriſt to your wife ; her health 


. RR ca” Go 


oF coming, and her ſalvation fleepeth not. Le have the prayers 
4 | A of a 5 1 in Chriſt: Tow faſt, deal bread plen- 
nz; the pantry-door will de locked on the Yarns, in appear- 
1. 73 pantry | ked o the nen par. 
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nee, ere long. Grace, grace be with e . 
Ab 4 i 1 43 « | © Þ, ha %% . % #5 p 98 52010 15 . 

Aberdeen, March 3 32 'T ours iti his [weet 5 
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bie. To bis. reverend ant dear brother, Mr, ROBERT 
ol. $1! i. 100 D 0 GLAS. li ois TH) &0: 200 
5 1s M, very rewetentd and dear brother, 7. D. Ag. 4 TOA? 0 
1 TRACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to Te vou in 
J 


paper. I cantiot'bat write to you, that this wHich | now 


* * for is Chriſtes truth; becauſe he hath been pleaſed to 
" TY lufterings with joy unſpeakable and glorious: 1know he 
11 net put his ſeal upon blank paper; Chriſt hath' not dub 
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152 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's Epi WF; 
teals, neither will he be witneſs to a lie. I beſeech 0, uy 
dear brother, help me to praiſe, and to lift Chriſt upon d 
thrgney aboyo the fields of the earth. I zm aftoniſied 
rnufouiitled at the greatneſs of his kindneſs to fuels fimner 
know, Qhriſt and I ſhall never be even, I (hall die in bis de 
he hat left an arrow in my heart that! parnethi me for wait d 
real paſſaſſlon; and hell cannot quench this coat of God's kind 
ling. Ib iſhno man ſlander Chriſt or his eroſs for my eiue 
far i haue: much cauſe to ſpeak much good of him: de tia 
brought m to a nick and degree of commumioi with him 
that Lknew not before. The din and gloom of onr Lord's aw 
is more ifrurful and hard than the croſs itfelf. He takethith 
bairns in his arms, When they come tò a deep water; at la 
when they loſe ground and are put to ſwim, then his handh 
under their chin. Let me be helped by your prayers, aud 
member my love to your kind wife. Grace be With you. 
Aberdeen, March). Your brother, and Chrifts 
, 1637. 3A. 0 yall * priſoner, 8. R. 
eee 
102. To bir loving friend JOHN HENDERSON, 

Loving Friend, _ | 
"NONTINUE in the love of Chriſt, and the doctrine which 
I taught you faithfully 'and painfully, according to ay 
meature. I am free of your blood. Fear the dreadful named 
God. Keep in mind the examirations which I taught you, and 
love the truth of God, Death, as faſt as time flieth, chaſeth 
you out of this life ; it. is poſſible, ye make your reckoning wit 
your Judge before I ſee you; let ſalvation be your care night 
and day, and ſet aſide hours and times of the day for prayer, 
I rejoice to hear that there is prayer in your houſe ; ſee that 
your ſervants keep the Lord's day, This dirt and good clay, | 
mean the vain world, is not worth the ſeeking. An hireling 
Paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you, in the room to which I hai 
Chriſt's warrant and right;: ſtand to your liberties, for the word 
of God alloweth you a vote in chuſing your paſtor. What! 
write to you I write to your wife; commend me heartily to her, 

The grace of God be with you. | | 

Aberdeen, March 14, © Your loving friend and 
| 1637. fpaſlor, 8. N. 
rr 

103. To Mr. HUGH HENDERSON. 
My reverend and dear brother, 

Hear ye bear the marks of Chriſt's dying about with Je, 
1 and that your brethren have caſt you out for your Malters 
fake : let us wait on till the evening, and till our reckoning 1 


black and white come beſore our Maſter. Brother, ſince i 
f mult 
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nult have a devil to trouble us, love a raging devil beſt: our 

ord knoweth what ſort ↄf a devil. we haye need of: it is heſt 
tan. be in his owning and lock Hke himſelf ; Chriſt weeping 
ooking like. himſelf alto, with; whom Seribes and Phariſers 
Frere at yea and man, and, .tharp contradiétion. Te have. heard 
if the patience, of Job, when hela in che, aſhes: God was with 
him, clawing and curing his ſcabs, and letting out his boils, 
omforting his ſoul; and he took himup at: laſt. . That Gd 
5 not dead z, yet he wil foop and take up fallen hairns ; many 
roken legs ſince dans day $baththe ſpelked, and many wea- 
7 hearts bath he refreſhed, bleſs him for-gomfortz Why, none 
cometh. down from David's well; let us go amongithe reſt, and 
aſt dry our toom buckets into Chriſtꝰs ot an, and ſuck conſpla- 
on out of him: e. arę not fo ſore ſtrieken, but we may fill 
Chriſt's ball, with, weeping ;. wechave not gotten our anſwer from 
him yet; let us lay up gur broken pleas te a full / ſea, : and keep 
them till the day of Chriſt's coming; we and th world wilhngt 
de even till then; they would take our garment fram us; but 
let us hold and them draw. Brother, it is a.ſtrange. world, if 
we laugh not; I never {aw the like of it, if there he mot paiks the 
man, tor this contempt done to the Son of God? We muſt do 
zs thoſe who keep the bloody napkin to the bajlie, and let him 
ſee blood: we mult keep our wrongs to our Judge, It ban 
ſee our blubbered and foul faces: priſoners of hope muſt run to 
Chriſt, with the gutters that tears have made on their cheeks. 
Brother, for myſelf, I am Chriſt's dawted one for the preſent; 
and I live upon no deaf nuts, (as we uſe to ſpeak) he hath o- 
pened fountains to me in the wilderneſs. Go, look to my Lord 
jeſus ; his love to me is ſuch, that I defy the world to find ei- 
ther brim or bottom in it. Grace be with you. | 


fl Aberdeen, March 13. Hur brother in his ſweet 
1637. Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
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b 104. To the Lady ROBERTLAND. 

F Mifreſs, 


COACH, mercy and peace be to you: I ſhall be glad to 
hear that your ſoul proſpereth, and that fruit groweth 
upon you, after the Lord's huſbandry and pains in his rod, 


the Lord's kindneſs that he will take the ſcum off us in the 
ire; who knoweth how needful winnowing is to us, and what 
ots we muſt want, ere we enter into the kingdom of God ? 
o narrow is the entry to heaven, that our knots, our bunches, 

0, nd lumps of pride, and ſelf- love, and idol-love, and world-tove 
mult be hammered off us, that we may throng in, ſtooping 

tak and creeping through that narrow and thorny entry, And 
, kor myſelf, I find it the moſt ſweet and heavenly life, to 


take 
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that hath not been a ſtranger to you from your youth, Itis 
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take. up houſe. and dwell; at Chriſt's. fre- ide, and ſet du 


1 tent upon Chxriſt, that foundation, ſtone, who ts: Gare; a 
faithful ground, and hard under foot. Oh. if 1 aan 
15 and. proclaim myſelf not the world's debtor, nor a lover on 


5 2 A 


Aged to it ; and that I mind not to hixe or but this world's lo 
any longer 3. but defy the kindneſs and feud of God's Whale cr. 
Aion hatſomever ; eſpecially the lower vault and clay: part 
0 gs creatures, this vain carth; for what hold I of this world! 
a borrowed Jodging, and ſome years houſe-room, and breit 
and water, and fire, and bed, and candle, £30 are all A part of 
the ne of my King and Lord, to whom Lowe thanks, any 
not to cel. thank Gad, that God is God, and Clin 
is Chriſt, and the carth the earth, and the devil the devil; ag 
the whole world the world, and that ſin is fin, and that every 

thing is what it is: becaule he hath taught me in my wildernely 

not to ſhuffle my Lord Jeſus, nor to intermix him with creuu 
vanities, nor to ſpin or twin Chriſt or his ſweet love in one 

Lg in one thread with.the world and the things -thertok; 

)þ if I could hold and keep Chriſt all alone, aud mix him with 
nothing.. O it I could ery down the price and weight of my cura 
ed ſelf, and cry up the price of Chriſt, and double, and trip} 
and augment. and heighten to millions the price @nd;wortt of 

Chriſt! I. am (if I durſt {p: ak ſo, and might lawfully complain) 

ſo hungeredly tutored by Chriſt. Jeſus, . my liberal Lord, tha 

his nice love, which my ſoul, would be in hands with, flieth me; 
and yet I am trained on to love him, and luſt, and long, and 
die for his love, whom I cannot ſec. It is a'wonder, to'pme 
away wh love for a covered and hid lover, and to be-thnydre 
with bis love, fo as a poor fout cannot get his f1of hunge 
Chriſta: itlishard to be hungered of Hunger, 1 Hereof füch 
bündunce fby other things is in the world: but fre if we wits 
rators, and ſtewards, and maſters; and lordicarbers of Chri- 
love; ve hould be more lean; and wor fe fed than we ar: bu 
meat doth us the more good that Chrift keepethche keys, and 
that the wind aud the air of Chtiſt's ſweet breathing andof the 
influence-of his Spirit, is locked up in the Hands of the yoot 
pleaſure of fimwhotbloweth where h Hſteth! ee there is 
ſort of impatient patience: required u the Want of Chiiſt, 45t0 
his mabifeſtations; and whiting on; they thrive wh wait of Wis 
love, and the blowing of it, und the türning of bis gracious 
wind; and they thrive who in that ery ns make haſte, and 
din, and much ado, for their loſt and hidden Por Jeſus. Hos. 
ever it be, God feed me with Rim any way; if he wewuld cone 
in, I ſhall not diſpatethe matter where he göt h Role, or hot 
he opened the loch; I ſliould be content, that Chr Ax and I met, 
ſuppole he ſhould Rand on the other ſideef hell; lake, and ct j 


to me, Either put in your foot and conie through, elſe ye 7. 
I; 
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L. have me at ll. But what fools Are we} inthe" taking vp 

c hiw and of his dealing! He hath & gait'of tis on, beyon | 
«thoughts of men, that #6 fo6t-hay fill to follow Kin: bur 
Cre ſtill-il ſeholarsg and will go in at heaveiP's gates, wafiti 15 


b hatf of dur lefibn, and Mall fillt be bäirne I Jong 38 We if 


nder time's hands, and till erernit eauſe à ſun co ile in Cor 
Fouls tbat ſhall give us wit. We may ſer how we Tplllatid Mar 
zur own fair heaven and our ſalvation, nd how CHRIS evety 
lav putting in one done or other; i theſe allen Tous of ours, 4 
in the right r ee that in this fide of the new eru- 
ſalem we ſhall (1 - ave need of forgiy 7 And healing? find” 
roſſes Chriſt's carved work), thathemarketh out för us; ard” 
hat with croſſes he figureth and pourtrayeth us to his On i- 
mage, cutting away pieces ef our iN and corruptibn Eord cut, 
e Father's image in us, and make us meet for glory. Pray 


me houſe-· room, to preach his righteouſneſs, and tell what I 

have heard and feen of him. Forget not Zion, that is now in 

hriſt's calms and in his forge. God bring her out new work. 

Grace, grace be with you. | 

Aberdeen, Fan. 4. : Yours in his faeet Lord 
1637. | Feſus, 8. R. 
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105. To the Earl of CASSILS.. 


| Right honourable and very good Lord, 0 

| RACE, mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. I h 

' your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to pardon my boldneſs, if 
bon report of your zealous and forward mind, that I hear our 
od hath given you in this his honourable cauſe, when Chriſt 


and his goſpel are ſo foully wronged) I ſpeak to your Lordſhip 
in paper, entreating your Lordſhip to go on in the ſtrength of 


be Lord, toward, and againſt a ſtorm of Antichriſtian wind, 
chat bloweth upon the face of this your poor mother church, 
cnc lily amongſt the thorns, It is your Lordſhip's glory 
nd happineſs, when ye ſee ſuch a blow coming upon Chriſt, 


impartial beholders, ſeeing the queſtion indeed (if it were right- 


a Lawgiver, our Lord Jeſus, whoſe ancient march-ſtones and 


i6 land-bounds our baſtard-lords, the earthly generation of tyran- 
* ning prelates, have boldly and ſhamefully removed: and they 
e bo have but half an eye, may fee, that it is the greedy deſires 
ry of time- idolizing Demas's, and the itching {cab of ambitious and 
all Winbing Diotrepheses (who love the goat's life, tc climb till they 


ot Cannot 


or me (I forget not you) that bur Lord would be pleaſed to lend 


to caſt up your arms to prevent it: neither is it a cauſe that need- 
eth to bluſh before the ſun, or to flee the ſentence or cenſure of 


ly ſtated) is about the prerogative- royal of our princely and roy- 
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cannot find a way to ſet their ſoles on ground again) that hath 
made ſuch a wide breach in our Zion's beautiful walls: and theſe 
are the men who ſeek no hire for the crucifying of Chriſt, bu 
his coat. Oh how forlorn and deſolate is the Bride of Chrif 
made to all paſſers-by ! Who ſeeth not Chriſt buried in thi 
land, his prophets hidden in caves, filenced, baniſhed and im. 
priſoned ; truth weeping in ſackloth before the judges, partia. 
ment, and the rulers of the land * But her bill is caſt by them, 
and holinefs hideth itſelf, fearing the ſtreets, for the reproach. 
es and perſecution of men; juſtice is fallen aſwoon in the gate, 
and the long ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out upon us; 
wo, wo to us, for our day flieth away; what remaineth, but 
that Antichrit ſet down his tent in the midſt of us, except your 
Lordſhip, and others with you, read Chriſt's ſupplication, and 
give him that which the moſt lewd and ſcandalous wretches in 
this land may have before a judge, even the poor man's due, 
law and juſtice-for God's ſake? O therefore, my noble and dear 
Lord, as ye have begun, go on, in the mighty power and ſtrength 
of the Lord, to cauſe our Lord, in his goſpel and afflicted mem- 
bers, laugh, and cauſe the Chriſtian''churthes {whoſe eyes are 
all now upon you) to fing for joy when Scotland's moon ſhall 
mine like the light of the ſun, and the ſun like the light of ſe- 
ven days in one: ye can do no leſs than run, and bear up the 
head of your dying and ſwooning mother-church, and plead for 
the production of her ancient charters. 'They hold out and put 
out, they hold in, and bring in at their pleaſure, men in God's 
houſe; they ſtole the keys from Chriſt and his church, and 
came in like the thief and the robber, not by the door, Chriſt; 
and now their ſong is, Authority, authority; obedience to church 
governors.” When ſuch a baſtard, and lawleſs pretended ſtep- 
dame as our prelates is gone mad, it is your place, who are the 
nobles, to riſe and bind them; at leaſt, lay ſhould fetter ſuch 
wild bulls as they are; who puſh all who oppoſe themſelves to 
their domination. Alas! what have we loft, ſince prelates 
were made mafter-coiners, to change our gold into braſs, and to 
mix the Lord's wine with their water? Bleſſed for ever ſhall je 
de of the Lord; if ye help Chriſt agaiuſt the mighty, and ſhall 
deliver the floek of God] ſtattered upon the mountains, in the 
dark and cloudy day, out of the hands of theſe Idol ſhepherds: 
Fear not men that ſhall be morh- eaten clay, that ſhall be rolled 
up in a cheſt, and caſten under the earth : let the Holy One of 
lirael be your fear; and be cotragious for the Lord and his truth. 
Remember your accounts are coming upon you with wings, 3 
faſt as time poſteth; remember what peice with God in Chriſt, 
and the preſence of the Son of God, the revealed and felt ſweet- 
neſs of his love, will be to you, when eternity ſhall put time 5 
the deor, and ye ſhall take good-night of time, and this litt 


ſhepherd's 


= rd s tents of cle th inns of a ee Irope 
our Lordihip, 4 is m and then; ſengdingdont.thoughts. to view 
this world'snoanghtimnels;epd vanit jr add dhe. hoped-forglory of: 
the lite to come z hnd that vere] ve. chat Chriſt h all have 
rourſelf, 8 command; for im his hopour and 
volpel, Thus, aguſting your Lord ſhip wü pardanmeyeboldneſs, 
I pray, that | the,quly, wife Godegtber very Gd -vi-peaceyomayy 
reſerve, ſrengthen, zandꝭ eſt abliſſt you the ende r 
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ſus to your Fouls, ag che Nation o his will and minch bp aory 
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ounry, on this Ne of death : {agray. Fn the ings are not 


— together; or, ſuppoſe it were ſo, heaven all make a 
norce 17 
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divorce. I find his ſweet preſence eateth out the bitternek; 5 
ſorrow and ſuffering. I think it a ſweet thing, that Chriſt fab 
of my croſs, half- mine; and that he divideth theſe ſuffering 
with me, and taketh the largeſt ſhare to himſelf nay, that! 
and my whole croſs are wholly Chriſt's. O what a portion i 
Chriſt! O that the ſaints would dig deeper in the treafures d 
his wifdom and excellency 1 Thus recammending your Lady. 
{hip to the goodwill and tender mercies of our Lord, I reſt, 
Aberdeen, Sept. 7. Taur Ladyſbip*s in his feet 
1637. ö | | ord Feſus, 8. N. 
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107. T- ROBERT GORDON of | Knockbrex. 


My very worthy and dear friend, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Though alt Gals 
way ſhould have forgotten me. I would have expected: 
letter from you ere now; but I will not expound it to be for. 
getfulneſs of me. Now, my dear brother, I cannot ſhew yu 
how matters go betwixt Chriſt and me: I find my Lord going 
and coming feven times a day: his viſits are ſhort ; but they 
are both frequent and ſweet, I dare not for my life think af 
challenge of my Lord: I hear ill tales, and hard reports of Chii 
from the teinpter and my fleſh ; but love believeth no evil: 
may ſwear that they are liars, and that apprehenffons make lie 
of Chriſt's honeſt and unalterable love to mie. I dare 10 
ſoy, that I am a dry tree, or that I have no room at {all in th 
vineyard. z but yet I often think, that the ſparrows are bleſſed 
who may reſort to the houſe of God in Anwoth, from which 
am baniſhed. Temptations, that I ſuppoſed to be ſtticken den 
and laid upon their back, riſe again and reyive upon me; yt 
I tee, that, while 1 live, temptations wilt not die: the der 
ſeemeth to brag and boaſt as much, as if he had more cou 
with Chriſt than I have z, and as if he had charmed and blaſt 
my miniſtry, that I ſhall do no. more good in public; but i 
veind thaketh no corn. I will not believe Chriſt would have mid 
ſuch a mint to have me to him, and have taken fo much pat 


upon me, as he hath done; nay, ſince I came to Aberdeen, co 
have been taken up to ſee the new land, the fair palace ore 
jb: and will Chriſt let me ſee heaven to break my hege 
and never give it to me ? I ſhalt not think my Lord Jeſus 4 
ſ 


eth a dumb carneſt, or putteth his ſeals to blank paper, or 
readeth to put me off with fair and falſe promiſes: ſee tl 
now, which IL never ſaw well before; 1. I fee faith's necet 
1% a fair day is never known aright; but now I miſs nothing 
11ac' as faith. Hunger in me runneth to fair and ſweet pron 
z but when 1 come, I am like a hungry man that wante 


; W e 6 '! 
eth; OF A weak ſtomach having a {harp appctiie, that fi 
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vich the very fight of meat, or like one ſtupified with cold un- 
der the water, that would fain come to land, but cannot gripe 
any thing caſten to him : I can let Chriſt-gripe me, but I cannot 
gripe him. 1 love to be kiſſed, and to ſit on Chriſt's knee, but 
cannot ſet my feet to the ground, for afflictions bring the 
cramp upon my faith. All I now do, is, to hold out a lame 
tith to Chriſt, like a beggar holding out a ſtump, inſtead of an 
arm or leg, and crying, Lord Jeſus, work a miracle. O what 
would I give to have hands and arms, to gripe ſtrongly, and fold 
heartfomely about Chriſt's neck, and to have my. claim made 
good with real poſſeſſion ! I think my love to Chriſt hath feet 
abundance, and runneth ſwiftly to be at him, but it wanteth 
hands and fingers to apprehend him. I think, I would give 
Chriſt every morning my bleſſing, to have as much faith as I 
have love and hunger ; at leaſt, 1 miſs faith more than love and 
hunger. 2. I ſee mortiſication, and to be crucified to the world, 
is not ſo highly accounted of by us, as it ſhould be. O how 
heavenly a thing is it to be dead, dumb, and deaf to this world's 
ſweet muſic ! I confeſs it pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me lauph 
at children, who are wooing this world for their match: I fee 
men lying ahout the world as nobles about a king's court; and 
| wonder what they are all doing there: as I am at this preſent, 
I would ſcorn to, court ſuch a feckleſs and petty princeſs, or 
lbuy this world's kindneſs with a bow of my knee. I ſcarce now 
either hear or {ce what it is that this world offereth me; I know 
it is little it can take from me, and as little it can give me. I 
reccommend mortification, to you above any thing; for alas, 
ve but chaſe feathers flying in the air, and tire bur ou ſpirits, 
for the froth and over-gilded clay of a dying life: one ſight of 
what my Lord hath let me fee within this ſhort time, is worth 
a world af worlds. 3. I thought courage in the time of trou- 
bie for Chriſt's ſake, a thing that 4 might take up at my foot ; 
[ thought the very remembrance of the honeſty of: the cause 
would he enough; but I was a fool in ſo thinking: J have much 
ado now, to win to one {mile ; but I'ſee joy groweth up in hea- 
ren, and it is above our ſhort arm : Chriſt will be fteward and 
Wpenſer himſelf, and none elſe but he: therefore, now, I 
count much of.one drahm-weight of ſpiritual joy; one ſmile of 
Chrig's face is now to mè 2s a kingdom, and yet he is no nig- 
pard to me of tomforts ; truly, IJ have no cauſe to ſay, that I 
an plached with penury, or that the confolationhs of Chriſt are 
ied up; for he hath, poured down rivers upon à dry wilden 
nels, the like of me, to my admiration : and in my very fwoo - 
ngs, he holdeth up my head, and ſtayeth me with flaggons of 
"ae, and comforteth me with apples: my houſe and bed axe 
Irowed with kiſſes of love, Praiſe, praiſe with me. O if yen d 
Ubctgixe us could if: up Chriſt upon his throne, howhrit a! 
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Scotland ſhould caſt him down to the ground | My brother: 
caſe toucheth me near: 1 hope ye will be kind to him, and gire 
him your beſt counſel. Remember my love to your, broth N 
to pour wife and G. M. deſire him to be faithful, and repent 
of his hypocrify ; and ſay, that I wrote it to you: I with hin 
falvation, Write to me your mind anent C. E. and C, J. and 
their wives, and I. G. or any others in my parith; I fear Lam 
forgotten amongſt them; but I cannot forget them. The pri 


ſoner's prayers and bleſſing came upon you., Grace, grace be 
with you.. OY - | 
Aberd. Feb. Qs Your brather in the Lord 


| 1637. | Teſus, 8. R 
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108. Ta my Lord BALMERINOCH. 
My very noble and truly hnurable Lord, 

F Make bold to write news to your Lordſhip from my priſon, 
1 though your Lordthip have experience more than I can have, 
At my firſt entry here, I was not a little caſten down with chal, 
lenges, for old unrepented of ſins: and Satan and my own ap- 
prehenſions made a he of Chriſt, that he had caſten a dry with- 
ered tree over the dy ke of the vineyard; but it was my folly; 
bletled be his great name, the fire cannot burn the dry tree: 
he is pleaſed now to feaſt tbe exiled priſoner with his lovely pre- 
ſence for it fuiteth Chriſt well to be kind, and he dineth and 
ſupperh with fach a ſinner as I am, I am in Chriſt's tuwring 
here; he hath made me content with a borrowed fire-ſide, and 
it caſteth as much heat as my own : I want nothing at all, but 
real poſſeſſion of Chrift by. he hath given me a pawn of that 
alſo, which J hope to keep till he come himſelf to looſe the 
pawn. I-cannot get Help to praiſe his high name: he hath 
made me a king over my loſſes, impriſonment, banithment, 
and only my dumb fabbaths ſtick in my throat; but I forge 
Chriſt's witdom in that; I dare not fay one, word, he hat 
done it, and 1 will lay my hand upon my mouth; if any other 
had done it to me, 'Fcould'not have borne it. Now, my Lorch 
I muſt tell your Lordſhip, that T would not give a drink of cold 
water for this clay-idol, this plaiſtered world. I teſtify, and 
give it under mine on hand, that Chriſt is môſt worthy to be 
fuffered for. Our lazy flefſh (Which would have Chriſt to cy 
down crofles'by open proclamation) hath but raifed a ſlander v 
pon the croſs of Chriſt- My Lord, I hope ye will not forget 
what he hath done for your ſoul: T'think ye are in Chris 
count-book, as his obliged debtor. Grace, grace be with your 
{pirit, 80 11160 e 


* 


. - _ dis 4 
Aberd. Marc 13. 1637. Y cur Lordſhip's obliged 
/ervant, d. K. 
a Ty 
| 9. 49 
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109. To ALEXANDER GORDON Knockgray. 
Dear brother, | 1 led abo 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how 
your ſoul proſpereth: I expected letters from you ere now. 
As for myſelf, I am here in good caſe, well feaſted with a great 
King: at my firſt coming here, I was that bold, as to take up 
a jealouſy of Chriſt's love; I ſaid I was caſt over the dyke of 
the Lord's vineyard, as a dry tree; but I ſee, if I had been a 
withered branch, the fire would have burnt me long ere now: 
blefſed be his high name, who hath kept ſap in the dry tree; 
and now, as if Chriſt had done the wrong, he hath made the 
amends, and hath miſkent my ravings; (for a man under the 
water cannot well command his wit, far leſs his faith and love) 
becauſe it was a fever, my Lord Jeſus forgave me that, amongſt 
the reſt : he knoweth, in our affliftions, we can. find a ſpot in 
the faireſt face that ever was, even in Chriſt's face. I would 
not have believed that a gloom ſhould have made me to miſken 
my old Maſter ; but we muſt be whiles ſick: ſickneſs is but 
kindly to both faith and love. But O how exceedingly is a poor 
dawted priſoner obliged to ſweet Jeſus! My tears are ſweeter to 
me, than the laughter of the fourteen prelates to them; the 
yorſt of Chriſt, even his chaff, is better than the world's corn. 
Dear brother, I, ,beſeech you, I charge you, in the name and 
authority of the Son of God, help me to praiſe his highneſs; 
and I charge you allo, to tell all your acquaintance,; that my 
Maſter may get many thanks. O if my hairs, all my members, 
and all my bones, were well-tuned tongues, to ſing the high 
praiſes of my great and glorious King! Help me to lift Chriſt up 
upon his throne, and to lift him up above all the thrones of the 
clay-Kings, the dying ſcepter-bearers of this world. The pri- 
M bner's bleſſing, the dean him that was ſeparated from his 
5 vrethren, be upon them all, who will lend me a lift in this 
* work. Shew this to that people with you to whom ſometimes 
ler | preached. Brother, my Lord hath brought me to this, that 
ord, | will not flatter the world for a drink of water. I am no debtor 
e ** clay; Chriſt hath made me dead to that: I now wonder that 
ner | vas ſuch a child long fince, as to beg at ſuch beggars ! 
0 be fy upon us, who woo ſuch a black ſkinned harlot, when we 
* may get ſuch a fair, fair match in heaven. Oh that I could give 
e with this clay-idol, this maſked, painted, dirt, that Adam's 
oy {ons adore | we make an idol of our will; as many luſts in us, 
e wany gods, we are all god-makers : we are like to loſe Chriſt, 
your the true God, in the throng of theſe new and falſe gods, Scot- 
hath caſt her crown off her head; the virgin daughter hath loſt 
ved her garland ; wo, wo to our harlot mother : our day is coming, 


3, R Abe when women ſhall with they had been childleſs, and fa- 
_ hall bleſs miſcarr ying wombs and dry breaſts : many ho:- 


1.8 
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ſes great and fair ſhall be deſolate. This kirk (hall, fit on 4, 
ground all night, and the tears ſhall run down her cheeks he 
ſun hath gone down upon her prophets ; bleſſed are the Nie. 
ers of hope, who can run into their ſtrong hold, and hide then. 
felves for a little till the indignation be overpaſt. Commendn 
to your wife, your daughters, your ſon-in-law, and to A. T 
Write to me the caſe of your kirk. Grace be with you. 1 
much moved for my brother; I intreat for your kindneſs and 


counſel to him. 


Aberdeen, Feb. 23. Yeurs in his feet Lord 
| 1637. INT Jaſus, S. R. 
1 — — —— „r = EEEIID== 


110. To my Lady NM ARR younger. 


My very noble and dear Lad, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your Ia. 
dyſhip's letter, which hath comforted my ſoul. God gire 
you to find mercy in the day of Chriſt. I am in as good terms 
and court with Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt 
can be; I am ſtil] welcome to his houſe ;, he knoweth my knock, 
and letteth in a poor friend. Under this black rough tree of 
the croſs of Chriſt, he hath raviſhed me with his love, and t. 
ken my heart to heaven with him; well and lang may he bruikit, 
I would not niffer Chriſt with all the joys that men or angels can 
deviſe befide him. Who bath ſuch cauſe to ſpeak honourably 
of Chriſt as I have? Chriſt is king of all crofles, and he hath 
made his ſaints little kings under him, and he can tide and tri 
 u:zphupon weaker bodies than I am, (if any can be weaker) and 
his horſe will neither fall nor ſtumble. Madam, your Ladythip 
hath made much ado with Chriſt, for your foul, huſband, chil 
dren, and houſe ;. let him find much employment for his calling 
with you; for he is ſuch a friend as delighteth 0 be burdened 
with fuits-and employments; and the more ye lay on him, and 
the more homely ye be with him, the more welcome, O the 
depth of Chriſt's love | It bath neither brim nor bottom, 0 
if this blind world ſaw his beauty! When [ count with him for 
his mercies to me, I muſt ſtand (till and wonder, and go aaf 
as à poor dyvour who hath nothing toipay 3\free\forgivenels “ 
my payment. 1 would [could get him ſet on high; for his 
love hath made me ſick, and I die except I get real poſlctiio 
Grace VEWith you, © © 72719 27:.nem ganoy 8.208 7; Erol 
Aberd. March ty. Tour Ladh/hip's at all obedience 
1637. go s Chriſt, 8. R. 


\ 1. To 


My very dear and worthy friend, 1 e | 
ACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear of 
(; your growing in grace, and of your advanciug in your 
Hurney to heaven: It will be the joy of my heart, to hear that 
vou hold your face up the brae, and wade through tentations, 
without fearing What man can do. Chrilt ſhall, when he ari- 
ſeth, mow down his enemies, and lay bulks (as they uſe to ſpeak) 
on the green, and fill the pits with dead bodies, Pfal. cx. 6. 
they {hall ly like handfuls of withered hay, when he ariſeth to 
the prey. Salvation, falvation, is the only neceflary thing: 
this clay-idol, the world, is not to be ſought; it is a morſel 
not for you, but for hunger-bitten baſtards. Contend for ſal- 
vation: your malter Chriit won heaven with ſtrokes; it is a 
beſieged caſtle, it muſt be taken with violence. Oh, this world 
thinketh heaven but at tke next door, and that godlineſs ma 
ſep in a bed of down, till it come to heaven, but that will not 
do it. For myſelf, I am as well as Chriſt's priſoner can be; for 
by him 1 am mater and King of all my 'croffes ; I am above the 
prilon, and the laſh of mens tongues : Chriſt triumpheth in me. 
| have been caſten down, and heavy with fears, and hunted 
with challenges; I was ſwiming in the depths; but Chriſt had 
his hand under ray chin all the time, and took good heed that L 
ſhould not loſe breath: and now I have gotten my fest again, 
and there are love-teafts of joy, and ſpring-tides of confolation 


betwixt Chriſt and me: we agree well; I have court with him, 
Jam ſtill welcome, to his houfe. O my ſhort arms cannot fa- 

"WY thom his love! 1 befeech you, T'charge' you; help me 10 praiſe. 

| Ye have a priſoner's prayers, therefore forget me not. I de- 

1 fre Sibilla to remember me dearly to all in that pariſh'who know 

1 Chriſt, as if I had named them. Grace, grate be with you. 

| Aberdeen, Marth 1 3. 8 WMDMDuourt inubis ſaueet 


7." ies s k. 
== = =} == = ==Z p 


CCC 
112. To my,wery, dear brother WILLIAM IAVINGSTON. 
nee DOK min baen Hum 1 SL 43 2aiaga; 
My very llenn brother, 8 


3 f ALONG £268 OW 0 4h 7 TY 
| Rejoice to bear-that Chriſt hath run away with your young 
love, and that lye;are ſo early in the cc matched with 


ſuch a Lord; for a young man is often a dreſſe odging for the 


devil to dwelt in. Be humble and thankful ; grace, and 
R. weigh it not ſo much by weight, as if it be true; Chri will not 


alt water on your ſmoaking coal, he never yet put out a dim 
candle, that was lighted at the fun of righteouſneſs. I recom- 
mend to you prayer and watching over the ſins of your youth ; 
tor ] know miſſive letters go between the devil and young 
blood: Satan hath a fle at court in the heart of youth; and 


their 
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their pride, luxury, luſt, revenge, forgetfulneſs of God. 
hired as his agents. Happy is your foul, if Chriſt man — 
houſe, and take the keys himſelf, and command all! ( b 
ſuiteth him full well, to rule all wherever he is:) keep ki g 
and entertain Chriſt well, cheriſh his grace, blow upon od 
own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, for myſelf, knoy 
am fully agreed with my Lord: Chriſt hath put the Father add 
me in others arms; many a ſweet bargain he made before and 
he hath made this among the reſt. I reign as king over m 
croſſes; Iwill not flatter a temptation, nor give the devil x Fa 
word; I defy hell's iron gates: God hath paſt over my quare. 
ling of him at my entry here, and now he feedeth and feaſlel 
with me: praiſe, praiſe with me; and let us exalt his name 
together. 

Aberd. March 13. 1637. Your brother in Chriſt, S. R. 


FFP / YG NCC WEN LIN VLG 


113: To WILLIAM GORDON VF Whie-part. 
Worthy Sir, | | 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to heat 
from you. I am here the Lord's prifoner and patient, 
handled as ſoftly by my Phyſician, as if | were a fick man un- 
der cure. TI was at hard terms with my Lord, and pleaded with 
him; but I had the worſt fide : it is a wonder he ſhould have 
ſuffered the like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love, 
Chriſt, and to call him a changed Lord who had forſaken me; 
but miſbelief hath never a good word to ſpeak of Chriſt. The 
droſs of my croſs gathered a ſcum of fears in the fire, doubt. 
ings, impatience, unbelief, challenging of providence as fleep- 
ing, aud not regarding my forrow ; but my goldſmith, Chriſt, 
was pleaſed to take off the ſcum, and burn it in the fire. And, 
bleſſed be my finer, he hath made the metal better, and furn. 
ſhed new ſupply of grace to cauſe me hold out weight; and! 
hope he hath not loſt one grain weight, by burning his ſervant. 
Now his love in my heart caſteth a mighty heat: he knowetl, 
that the deſire I have to be at himſelf paineth me. I have tick 
nights, and frequent fits of love-fevers for my Well- beloved; 
nothing paineth me now but want of preſence ; I think it long 
till day ; I challenge time, as too flow in its pace, that holdeth 
my only, only fair One, my love, my Well-beloved, from me: 
O if we were together once! I am like an old crazed ſhip that 
hath endured many ſtorms, and that would fain be in the lot of 
the ſhore, and feareth new ſtorms : I would be that nigh ne 
ven, that the ſhadow of it might break the force of the ſtorm 
and the crazed ſhip might win to land. My Lord's fun caſtetl 
a heat of love and beam of light on my ſoul. My bleſſing thri« 


every day upon the ſweet croſs of Chriſt : I am pot aſhamed : 
n 
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my garland, the baniſhed miniſter, (which is the term of Aber. 
geen :) love, love defieth reprobates; the love of Chriſt hath 
\ corſlet of proof on it, and arrows will not draw blood of it: we 
are more than conquerors, through the blood of him that lov- 
ed us, Rom. viii. the devil and the world cannot wound the 
love of Chriſt. Lam further from yielding to the. courſe of 
election, than when I came hither : ſufferings blunt not the 
fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of hell, it will ſwim 
above: it careth not for the world's buſked and plaiſtered of- 
fers, It hath pleaſed my Lord, ſo to line my heart with the 
ove of my Lord Jeſus, that, as if the field were already won, 
and 1 on the other fide of time, I laugh at the world's golden 
pleaſures, and at this dirty idol, the ſons of Adam worſhip : 
vis worm-caten god is that which my ſoul hath fallen out of 
love with. Sir, ye were once my hearer : I deſire now to hear 
rom you and your wife; I falute her and your children with 
effings : I am glad, that ye are {till hand-feaſted with Chriſt : 
o on in your journey, and take the city by violence; keep 
your garments clean, be clean virgins to your huſband the 
Lamb: the world (hall follow you to heaven's gates; and ve 
rould not with it to go in with you: Keep faſt Chriſt's lode: 


* W'iy for me, as 1 do for you; the Lord jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
K Herd. March 1. © Yours in his ſaueet Lord 

Y 1637. r Ph Feſus, S. R. 
Cy = === = = = = == === == = = _ = 


Reverend and dear brother, 8 


P- Received your letter. As for my taſe brother, I bleſs his 
it, l glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon a palace, 
d, my ſadneſs joyfulneſs. At my firſt entry, my apprehenſi- 
Fe ons wrought ſo upon my croſs, that I became jealous of the love 


f Chriſt, as being by him thruſt out of the vineyard, and L 
2s under great challenges (as ordinarily melted gold caſteth 
wh a drofſy ſcum, and Satan and our corruption form the 

rt words that the heavy croſs ſpeaketh, and ſay, God is an- 
T7, he loveth you not) but our apprebenſions are not canoni— 
u they dite lies of God and Chriſt's love. But fince my ſpi- 
It was ſcttled, and the clay fallen to the bottom of the well, I 
e better what Chriſt wis doing; and now my Lord is return- 


ow with ſalvation under his wings; now I want little of half a 
ot eren, and I find Chriſt every day ſo ſweet, comfortable, love- 
15 and kind, as three things only trouble me: 1. 1 fee not how 
Ori 


0 be thankful, or how to get help to praiſe that royal King, 
bo raiſeth up thoſe that ate bowed down. 2. His love pain- 
me, and woundeth my ſoul, fo as I am in a fever for want 
real preſence, 3. An exceihve deſire to take inſtruments in 


X God's 
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their pride, luxury, luſt, revenge, forgetfulneſs of God are 
hired as his agents. Happy is your foul, if Chriſt man 1 
houſe, and take the keys himſelf, and command all! (as ' 
ſuiteth him full well, to rule all wherever he is J keep lun 
and entertain Chriſt well, cheriſh his grace, blow upon your 
own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, for mylelf, knoy [ 
am fully agreed with my Lord: Chriſt hath put the Father aud 
me in others arms; many a ſweet bargain he made before, and 
he hath made this among the reſt. I reign as king over m 
crofles ; Iwill not flatter a temptation, nor give the devil a 5 
word ; I defy hell's iron gates: God hath paſt over my quare. 
ling of him at my entry here, and now he feedeth and feaſleth 
with me: praiſe, praiſe with me; and let us exalt his name 
together. | 

Aberd. March 13. 1635. Your brother in Cbriſt, S. R. 


PEP / // / /// YC WW LN DV DG; 


113: To WILLIAM GORDON VF bite part. 

Worthy Sir, | 

RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to heat 
| from you. I am here the Lord's prifoner and patient, 
handled as ſoftly by my Phyſician, as if | were a fick man un- 
der cure. I was at hard terms with my Lord, and pleaded with 
him; but I had the worſt fide : it is a wonder he thould have 
ſuffered the like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love, 
Chriſt, and to call him a changed Lord who had forſaken me; 
but miſbelief hath never a good word to ſpeak of Chriſt. The 
drofs of my croſs gathered a ſcum of fears in the fire, doubt 
ings, impatience, unbelief, challenging of providence as ſleep- 
ing, aud not regarding my ſorrow ; but my goldſmith, Chrilt, 
was pleafed to take off the ſcum, and burn it in the fire. And, 
bleſſed be my finer, he hath made the metal better, and furn- 
ſhed new ſupply of grace to cauſe me hold out weight; and! 
hope he hath not loſt one grain weight, by burning his ſervant. 
Now his love in my heart caſteth a mighty heat: he knowetl, 
that the deſire I have to be at himſelf paineth me. I have fick 
nights, and frequent fits of love-fevers for my Well-beloved; 
nothing paineth me now but want of preſence : I think it long 
till day ; I challenge time, as too flow in its pace, that holdeth 
my only, only fair One, my love, my Well-beloved, from me: 
O if we were together once! I am like an old crazed ſhip that 
hath endured many ſtorms, and that would fain be in the lot of 
the ſhore, and feareth new ſtorms : I would be that nigh hes 
ven, that the ſhadow of it might break the force of the torn, 
and the crazed ſhip might win to land. My Lord's fun caftetl 
a heat of love and beam of light on my ſoul. My bleſſing thr 
every day upon the ſweet croſs of Chriſt : I am pot aſhamed 0 


WJ 


LETTERS, 


Tpiſt. 144. 
my garland, the baniſhed miniſter, (which is the term of Aber- 


165 


geen:) love, love defieth reprobates; the love of Chriſt hath 
corſlet of proof on it, and arrows will not draw blood of it: we 
are more than conquerors, through the blood of him that lov- 
4 us, Rom. viii. the devil and the world cannot wound the 
love of Chriſt. I am further from yielding to the courſe of 
lelection, than when I came hither : ſufferings blunt not the 
fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of hell, it will \wim 
dove: it careth not for the world's buſked and plaiſtered.of- 
ere. It hath pleaſed my Lord, fo to line my heart with the 
love of my Lord Jeſus, that, as if the field were already won, 
and 1 on the other fide of time, I laugh at the world's golden 
meaſures, and at this dirty idol, the ſons of Adam worſhip: 
vis worm- eaten god is that which my ſoul hath fallen out of 
ove with. Sir, ye were once my hearer: I deſire now to hear 
om you and your wife ; I falute her and your children with 
effings : I am glad, that ye are ſtill hand- feaſted with Chriſt : 
o on in your journey, and take the city by violence; keep 
your garments clean, be clean virgins to your huſband the 
Lamb : the world (hall follow you to heaven's gates; and ve 
ould not with it to go in with you Keep faſt Chriſt's love 3 
ray for me, as 1 d6 for you; the Lofd Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 
Sterd, March i. Turi bn his ſweet Lord © 
me LOOT Oe OTE 

114. To, Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE,. 
Reverend and dear brothen, W r u whe» 
Received your letter; As for my taſe brother, I bleſs his 
| glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon a palace, 
ad my ſadneſs. joyfulneſs. At my firſt entry, my apprehenſi- 
ons wrought ſo upon my croſs, that I became jealous of the love 
f Chriſt, as being by Him thruſt out of the vineyard, and 1 
s under great challenges (as ordinarily melted gold caſteth 
wh a droſſy ſcum, i Satan and our corruption form the 
rt words that the heavy croſs ſpeaketh, and ſay, God is an- 
T7, he loveth you not) but our apprebenſions are not canoni- 
ll; they dite lies of God and Chriſt's love. But fince my ſpi- 
it was ſettled, and the clay fallen to the bottom of the well, I 
© detter what Chriſt wis doing; and now my Lord is return- 
J with ſalvation under his wings ; now I want little of half a 
eren, and I find Chriſt every day ſo ſweet, comfortable, love- 
„and kind, as three things only trouble me: 1. I fee not how 
abe thanktul, or how to get help to praiſe that royal King, 
bo raiſeth up thoſe that are bowed down. 2. His love pain- 
me, and woundeth my ſoul, ſo as I am in a fever for want 
real preſence, 3. An exceihve deſire to take inftruments in 


X God's 
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God's name, that this is Chriſt and his truth I now ſuffer for 
yea, the apple of the eye of Chriſt's honour, even the ſovereign. 
ty and royal privileges of our King and Law-giver: and there. 
fore let no man ſcar at Chriſt's croſs, or raife an ill report upon 
him, or it; for he beareth the ſufferer and it both. I am here 
troubled with the diſputes of the great doctors (eſpecially with 
D. B. in ceremonial and Arminian controverſies, for all are 
corrupt here) but, I thank God, with no detriment to the 
truth, or diſcredit to my profeſſion. So then, I ſee that Chris 
can triumph in a weaker man than I; and who can be more 
weak? but his grace is ſufficient for me. Brother, remember 
our old covenant, and pray for me, and write to me your caſe, 
The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 
Aberdeen, March 13. Yours in his ſineel Lord 
1637. Jeſus, 8. R. 
PP 
| 115. To JOHN MEINE. 
Dear brother, | | | 
(> mene mercy and peace be unto you. I wonder ye ſent 
ot it: 


me not an anſwer to my laſt letter, for I ſtand in neel 
I am in fome piece of court with our great King, whof: 
love would cauſe a dead man ſpeak and live : whether my court 
vill continue or not, I cannot well ſay; but I have his ear li 
euently, and (to his glory only I ſpeak it) no penury of the love- 
\ifles of the Son of God. He thinketh good to calt apples to 
me in my priſon to play withal, leſt I ſhould think long and 
faint ; I muſt give over all attempts to fathom the depth of his 
love: all I can do is, but to ſtand beſide his great love, and 
look and wonder. My debts of thankfulneſs affright me; | 
fear my creditor get a dyvour bill and ragged account. I would 
be much the better of help; O for help! and that ye woul. 
take notice of my caſe. Your not writing to me maketh me 
think, ye ſuppoſe that I am not to be bemoaned, becauſe he 
comfortable; but I have pain in my unthankfulneſs, and pan 
in the feeling of his love, while I am ſick again for real pre. 
ſence, and real poſſeſſion of Chriſt ; yet there is no gouked (i 
I may fo ſpeak) nor fond love in Chriſt : he caſteth me dow! 
ſometimes for old faults : and I know he knoweth well, thit 
ſvcet comforts are ſwelling; and therefore ſorrow muſt make 
a vent to the wind. My dumb Sabbaths are undercoating 
wounds. The cQudition of this oppreſſed kirk and my br0- 
ther's caſe (I thank you and your wife for your kindneſs to him) 
lol my ſore ſmarting, and keep my wounds bleeding: but the 
ground- work ſtandeth ſure. Pray for me. Grace be with you- 
R neiber me to your wife, 
: Averdeen, March ig. Yours in his ſweet i 
1637. Lord W a 
I 
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115, To Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 


Reverend dear brother, | 

Bleſs you for your letter: it was a ſhower to the new mown 
graſs. The Lord bath given you the tongue of the learn- 
ed, be fruitful and humble. It is poſſible ye come to my cale, 
or the like; but the water is neither ſo deep, nor the ſtream 
ſo firong, as it is called. 1 think my fire is not ſo hot, my wa- 
ter dry land, my loſs rich loſs. O but the walls of my priſon 
be high, wide and large, and the place ſweet ! no man know- 
eth it, no man, I ſay, knoweth it, (my dear brother) ſo well 
xs he and I : no man can put it down in black and white as my 
Lord hath ſealed it in my heart. My poor ſtock is grown fince 
[came to Aberdeen : and if any had known the wrong I did, in 
being jealous of ſuch an honeſt love as Chriſt, who with-held 
not his love from me, they would think the more of it; but I 
ſee, he muſt be above me in mercy : I will never ſtrive with him: 
to think to recompenſe him is folly. If IT had as many angels 
tongues, as there have fallen drops of rain ſince the creation, or 
35 there are leaves of trees in all the foreſts of the earth, or 
ſtars in the heaven, to praiſe; yet my Lord Jeſus would ever 
be behind with me: we will never get our accompts fitted; a 
pardon muſt cloſe the reckoning : for his comforts to me in this 
honourable cauſe have almoſt put me beyond the bounds of me- 
deity; howbeit I will not let every one know what is betwixt us. 
Love, love (I mean Chriſt's love) is the hotteſt coal that ever 1 
felt: O but the ſmoke of it be hot! Caſt all the falt ſea on it, 
I: will flame; hell cannot quench it: many, many waters will 
not quench, love. Chriſt is turned over to his poor priloner in 
a maſs and globe of love: I wonder he ſhould waſte ſo much 
love upon ſuch a waſter as Jam: but he is no waſter, but abun- 
Gt in mercy he hath no niggard's alms, when he is pleaſed 
lo give, O that I could invite all the nation to love him ! Free 
grace is an unknown thing: this world hath heard but a bare 
name of Chriſt, and no more: there are infinite plyes in hs 
love, that the ſaints will never win to unfold ; I would it were 
| derer known, and that Chriſt got more of his own due than he 
doch. Prother, ye have choſen the good part, who have taken 
pt with Chriſt: ye will ſee him win the field, and ye ſhall get 
pat cf the ſpoll when he divideth it. They are but fools who 
aygh at us : for they fee but the backſide of the moon; yet our 
2001 light is better than their twelve hours ſun : we have got— 
Te ev heavens, and as a piedge of that, the Pridegroon:'s 
55 KA the children of the wedding-chamber have caufe to 
. wap for joy, for the marriage-ſupper is drawing nigh, 
A RY OE four hours ſweet and comfortable. O time ve 
1 un, move ſpeedily and haſten our har gust! 0 
diam, de like a roe, or a yourg bert upon the moun 
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tains! O Well-Beloved, run faſt, that we may once meet | 
Brother, I contain myſelf, for want of time, Pray for me. 
hope to remember you. The good will of him who dwelt u 
the buſh, the tender mercies of God in Chriſt, enrich you, 


: be 
Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, March 14. Tours in his feet Lord 
1637. WF Feſut, S.R 


rr 
3 117. To BET HAIA AIR. 5 
Worthy ſiſter, ; 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I know ye defire 
news from my priſon, and I ſhall ſhew you news. 4 
my firſt entry hither, Chriſt and I agreed not well upon it: the 
devil made a plea in the houſe, and 1 laid the blame upon Chriſt; 
tor my heart was fraught with challenges, and | feared that 
I was an outcaſt, and that I was but a withered tree in the vine. 
yard, and but held the ſun off the good plants, with my idle 
thadow, and therefore my Maſter hath given the evil ſervant 
the fields to fend him. Old guiltineſs (as witneſs) ſaid, all is 
true: my apprehenſions were with child of faithlets fears, and 
unbelief put a ſeal and amen to all. I thought myſelf in a barl 
caſe : fome ſaid, I had cauſe to rejoice, that Chriſt had honour- 
ed me to be a witneſs for him; and l ſaid in my heart, Theſe 
words of men, who ſee but mine out-ſide, and cannot tell if [ 
be a falſe witneſs or not, If Chriſt had in this matter been x 
wilful and ſhort as I was, my faith had gone oyer the brae, and 
broken its neck ; but we were well met, a haſty fool, and a wile, 
patient and meek Saviour: he took no law-ad vantage of my folly, 
but waited on till my ill blood was fallen, and my drumbled and 
troubled well began to clear; he was never a whit angry at the 
iever-ravings of a poor tempted ſinner : but he mercifully forgave, 
nd came (as it well becometh him) with grace and new comtort, 
to a ſinner who deſerveth the contrary. And now he is content 
to kiſs my black mouth, to put his hand in mine, and to feed 
me with as many conſolations, as would feed ten hungry ſouls! 
vet I dare not ſay he is a waſter of comforts, for no leſs would 
ave borne me up; one grain- weight would have caſten the bw 
lance. Now, who is like to that royal King, crowned in 55 
on | Where will I get a ſeat for royal Majeſty, to fer him on! 
If 1 could ſet him as far above the Heaven as thouſand thou- 
iands of heights deviſed by men and angels, I would think 
him hut too ww I pray you for God's fake, my dear filter, 
help me to praiſe: his love Hath neither brim nor bottom! 
lus love is like himſelf, it paſſeth all natural underſtanding! 
L go to fathom it with my arms, but it is as if a child —_ 
asc the globe ot fea and land in his two ſhort arms ; blefſe: 
and Loiv is s aue! Tuls muſt be his truth I wow tuſter 10 
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ſor he would not laugh upon a lie, nor be witneſs with his com- 
ſorts to a night dream. I intreat for your prayers z and the 
prefer and bleſſing of a priſoner of a Chriſt be upon you. Grace 
he with you. | 3 

Aberdeen, March 14, Yours in his ſweet 
ERS , - : Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
118. To ALEXANDER GORDON H Kneckgray. 
Dear brother, 


Have not leiſure to write to you: Chriſt's ways were known 
to you, long before I (who am but a child) knew any thing 
er him, What wrong and violence the prelates may, by God's per- 
miſſion, do unto you, for your trial, I know not; but this I know, 
that your ten days tribulation will end: contend to the laſt 
breath for Chriſt. Baniſhment out of theſe kingdoms is deter- 
mined againſt me, as I hear this land dow not bear me : I pray 
you, recommend my caſe and bonds to my brethren and ſiſters, 
with you; and ] intruſt more of my ſpiritual comfort to you 


ind them that way, my dear brother, than to many in this 
| kingdom beſides. I hope ye will not be wanting to Chriſt's pri- 
'- WY foner. Fear nothing, for I aſſure you, Alexander Gordon of 
© WY Knockgray ſhall win away, and get his ſoul for a prey: and 
| WY what can he then want that is worth the having? Your friends 
5 Wi ze cold (as ye write) and fo are theſe, in whom I truſted much: 
or huſband doth well in breaking our idols in pieces: dry wells 
„end us to the fountain. My life is not dear to me, ſo being I 
Muay fulfill 'my courſe with joy, I fear you muſt remove, if your 
id new hireling will not bear your diſcountenancing of him; for 
de the prelate is afraid Chriſt get you, aud that he hath no will of. 
race be with you. | | 

ſt, Aberd. 1647, Yours in his ſweet Lord and Maſter, 8. R. 
” HHH HSE HHH HHH +—+— pH 
«; 119. To JOUN FLEMING, Baile of Leith. 

ld Worthy and dearly beloved in our Lord, 

Dae RACE, mercy and peace be unto you. I received your 
Li- letter: I wiſh.I could ſatisfy your deſires, in drawing up, 
n! and framing for you a chriſtian direction: but the learned have 
ue lone it before me, more judiciouſly than I can ; eſpecially Mr. 
nk Rodgers, Greenham, and Perkins: notwithſtanding I ſhall 
er, fhew you what I would have been at myſelf (howbeit I came 
my 


aways ſhort of my purpoſe.) 1. That hours of the day, leſs 
ig: more time, for the word and prayer, be given to God, not 
ul Iparing the twelfth hour or mid-day, howbeit it ſhould then be 
lie thorter time. 2. In the midſt of worldly employments, 
+ there ſuould be lgme thoughts of lin, judgment, death, and e- 

| terni v 
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ternity, with a word or two of ejaculatory prayer (at leaſt) tg 
God. 3. To beware of wandering of heart, in private prayen, 
4. Not to grudge, howbeit ye come from prayer without fenſe 
of joy: down-caſting, ſenſe of guiltineſs, and hunger is beſt for 
us. 5. That the Lord's day, from morning to night, be ſpent 
always, either in private or public worſhip. 6. That words be 
obſerved, wandering and idle thoughts be avoided, ſudden ang 
er and deſire of revenge, even of ſuch as perſecute the truth, 
be guarded againſt; for we often mix our zeal with our wild 
fire. 7. That known, diſcovered and revealed ſins, that are 
againſt the conſcience be iſſued, as moſt dangerous preparative; 
to hardneſs of heart. 8. That in dealing with men, faith and 
truth in covenants and trafficking be regarded, that we deal 
with all men in fincerity, that conſcience be made of idle and 
lying words; and that our carriage be ſuch, as that they who 
ſec it may ſpeak honourably of our ſweet Maſter and profeſſion, 
9. I have been much challenged, 1. For not referring all to 
God, as the laſt end; that I do not eat, fleep, journey, ſpeak 
and think for God, 2. That I have not benefited by good 
company; and that I left not ſome word of conviction, even 
upon natural and wicked men, as by reproving {wearing in them, 
or becauſe of being a filent witneſs to their looſe carriage, and 
becauſe I intended not in all companies to do good. 3. That 
the woes and calamities of the kirk, and particular profeflors, 
have not moved me. 4. That at the reading of the life of Da 
vid, Paul, and the like, when it humbled me, I (coming ſo fir 
ſhort of their holineſs) laboured not to imitate them, afar off at 


leaſt, according to the meaſure of God's grace. 5. That un- 


repented ſins of youth were not looked to, and lamented for, 
6. That ſudden ſtirring: of pride, luſt, revenge, love of honours, 
were not reſiſted and mourned for. 7. That my charity ws 
cold. 8. That the experiences | had, of God's hearing me in 
this and the other particular, being gathered, yet in a new trou- 
ble I had always (once at leaſt) my faith to ſeek, as if I were to 
begin at A, B, C. again. 9g. That I have not more boldly con- 
tradicted the enemies, ſpeaking againſt the truth, either in pub- 
lic church- meetings, or at tables, or ordinary conference, 10% 
That in great troubles, I have received falle reports of Chrilts 
love, and miſbelieved him in his chaſtening; whereas the e- 
vent hath ſaid, All was in mercy. 11. Nothing more moveth 
me, and weighteth my ſoul, than that I could never for my 
heart, in my proſperity, ſo wreſtle in prayer with God, nor be 
dead to the world, ſo hungry and ſick of love for Chriit, ſo 
heavenly-minded, as when ten ſtone weight of a heavy cross 
was upon me, 12. That the croſs extorted vows of new obedi- 


ence, which eaſe hath blown away, as chaff' before the wind. 


13 That pr. ice, was {2 (hort and narrow, and light 10 long 
| an 
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1 broad. 14+ That death hath not been often meditated u- 

ic. That I have not been careful of g:ining others to 
Pf 5 16. That my grace and gifts bring forth little or no 
Mtfuloeks There are ſome things alſo, whereby I have been 
r. as, 1. I have benefited by riding a long journey, in 
iving that time to prayer. 2. By abſtinence, and giving days 
„Cod. 3. By praying for others; for, by making an errand 
Cod for them, I have gotten ſomething for myſelf. 4. I 
ve been really confirmed, in many particulars, that God 
-areth prayers ; and therefore I uſed to pray for any thing, of 
» little importance ſoever. 5. He enabled me to make no 
weſtion, that this mocked way which is nicknamed, is the on- 
way to heaven. Sir, theſe and many more occurrences in m 
{, would be looked unto: and, 1. Thoughts of atheiſm would 
| watched over, as, if there be a God in heaven : which will 
double and aſſault the beſt, at ſometimes. 2. Growth in grace 
2uld be cared for, above all things; and falling from our firſt 
we mourned for. 3. Conſcience made of praying for the ene- 
nies, who are blinded. Sir, I thank you molt kindly for your 
ie of my brother, and me alſo: I hope it is laid up for you, 
nd remembered in heaven. I am till aſhamed with Chriſt's 
indneſs to ſuch a ſinner as I am: he hath left a fire in my heart, 
hat hell car:not caſt water on, to quench or extinguiſh it. Help 
eto praiſe, and-pray ſor me; for ye have a priſoner's bleſf. 
ſing and prayers. Remember my love to your wife. Grace be 
ith you. 


Aberd. March 15. 1637. Yours in Chrift Feſus, S. R. 
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120. To ROBERT GORDON V Rneckbrex. 


My very deax brother, 


RACE, mercy and peace be unto yon. I thought to have 
anſwered your two letters upon this occaſion, though I 
cannot ſay all that I would. Your timeous word (not to delight 
n the croſs, but in him who ſweeteneth it) came to me in due 
time: I find the conlolations aud off-fallings, that follow the 
croſs of Chriſt, ſo ſweet, that I almoſt forget myſelf : my de- 
lire and purpoſe is, when Chriſt's honey-comb drops, neither to 
refuſe to receive and feed upon his comforts, nor yet to make 
Þy my baſtard-god, or my new-found-heaven. But what ſhall 
ly? Chritt very often, in his ſweet comforts, cometh unſent 
or, and it were a fin to cloſe the door upon him: it is not un- 
byful to love“ and delight in Chriſt's apples, when I am not 
Gatingly wooing, nor eagerly begging kiſſes; but when they 
come clean from the timber (like kindneſs itſelf, that cometh 
0 its own accord) then J caunot but laugh upon him, who 


laugheth 
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laugheth upon me: if joy and comforts came ſingle and alone 
without Chriſt himſelf, I think, I would ſend them back again 
the gait they came, and not make them welcome; but when 
the king's train cometh, and the King in the midſt of the com. 
pany, O how am I overjoy'd with floods of love ! I fear not 
that too great ſpeats of love waſh away the growing corn, 8 
looſe my plants at the roots: Chriſt doth no ſkaith where he 
cometh; but certainly, I would wiſh ſuch ſpiritual wiſdom, x 
to love the Bridegroom better than his gifts, his propine or drinl 
money. T would be further in upon Chriſt, than at his joys; 
they but ſtand in the outer fide of Chriſt : I would with to by WR 
in, as a feal bn his heart; in, where his love and mercy lodgetb, 
beſide his heart. My Well-beloved hath raviſhed me; but i; 
is done with conſent of parties, and its allowable enqugh: but, 
my dear brother, ere I part with this ſubject, I muſt tell you 
(that ye may lift up my King in praiſes with me) Chriſt hath 
been keeping ſomething theſe fourteen years for me, that I hare 
now gotten in my heavy days, that'I am in for his name's ſake; 
even an opened coffer of perfumed comforts, and freſh joys, 
coming new, and green, and powerful, from the faiteſt, fair. 
eſt face of Chriſt, my Lord. Let the ſour law, let croſſes, let 
hell be cried down : love, love hath ſhamed me from my old 
ways. Whether I have a race to run, or ſome work to do, [ 
ſee not; but I think Chriſt ſeemeth to leave heaven (to fay fo) 
and his court, and come down to laugh, and play, and ſport 
with a daft bairn. I am not thus plain with many I write 
to: it is poffible I be miſconſtructed, and deemed to ſeek a name: 
but my Witneſs above knoweth, I ſeek to have a good name 
raiſed upon Chriſt. I obſerve it to be our folly, to ſeek little 
from Chriſt ; becauſe our four-hours may not be our fupper; 
nor our propine ſent by the Bridegroom our tocher- good; not 
our earneſt our principal ſum. But I trow, few of us knon, 
how much may be had of Chriſt for a four-hours, and propine, 
and earneſt. We are like the young heir, who knoweth not 
the whole bounds of his own lordſhip. Certainly it is more than 
my part to ſay, O faveeteſt Lord Feſus, what, howbeit I vere 
ſplit and broken in five thouſand ſheards or bits of clay, ſo being e- 
very ſheard had a heart to love thee, and every one as many tongue! 
as there are in heaven, to ſing praiſes to thee, before men and angelt 

or evermore ? Therefore, if my ſufferings cry goodneſs, and 
praiſe, and honour upon Chriſt, my ſtipend is well paid. Each 
one knoweth not what a life Chriſt's love is. Fear not at ſuf. 
fering for Chriſt , for Chriſt hath a chair, and a cuſhion, and 
ſweet peace for a ſufferer : Chriſt's trencher from the ſirſt mels 
of the high table, is for a ſinful witneſs. O then, brother, who 
but Chriſt! who but Chriſt ! hold your tongue of lovers, where 


he cometh out! O all fleſh, O duſt and aſhes, O angels, 
0 glorificd 
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orified ſpirits, O all the ſhields of the world, be filent before 
bim, come hither and behold our Bridegroom, ſtand till and 
vonder for evermore at him] Why ceaſe we to love and won- 
Jer, to kiſs and adore him? it is a hard matter, that days ly 
detwixt me and him, and hold us aſunder. O how long, how 
ng ! O how many miles are there to my Bridegroom's dwell- 
ng houſe ! it is a pain to friſt Chriſt's love any longer. But, 
t may be, a drunken man loſe his feet, and mils a ſtep. Ye 
rite to me, hall-blinks are ſlippery : I do not think my dawt- 
ng world will ſtill laſt, and that feaſts will be my ordinary food; 
would have humility, patience and faith, to ſet down both my 
ret, when I come to the north fide of the cold and thorny hill. 
tis ill my common, to be ſwier to go an errand for Chriſt, and 
0 fake the! wind upon my face for him. Lord, let me never 
e a falſe witneſs, to deny that I ſaw Chriſt take the pen in his 
ind, and ſubſcribe my writs. Me dear brother, ye complain 
> me, ye cannot hold ſight of me: but were I a footman, I 
hould go at leiſure z but ſometimes the king taketh me into 
is coach and draweth me; and then I outrun mylelf : but, a- 
as, Iam (till a forlorn tranſgreſſor! O how thankful! I will 
ot put you off your ſenſe of darkneſs ; but let me ſay this, Who 
ave you proctor fee, to ſpeak for the law, that can ſpeak for 
ſelf, better than ye can do? I would not have you to bring 
our dittay in your own boſom with you to Chrift : let the old 
an and the new man beſummoned before Chriſt's white throne, 
nd let them be confronted before Chriſt, and let each of them 
peak for themſelves : I hope, howbeit the new man complain 
{ his lying among the pots, which maketh the believer look 
ack; yet he can ſay alſo, I am comely as tents of Kedar : ye 
all not have my advice, not to bemoan your deadneſs: but [ 
ad by fome experience (which ye knew before I knew Chriſt) 
ſuiteth not a ranſomed man of Chriſt's buying, to go and plea 
er the ſour law, our old forecaſten huſband 3 for we are now 
nM” under the law (as a covenant) but under grace. Ye are in no 
an's common but Chriſts: 1 know, he bemoaneth you n ore 
an you do yourſelf; I fay this, becauſe I am wearied of com- 
ming. 1 thought it had been humility, to imagine that 
„riſt was angry with me, both becauſe of my dumb ſabbaths, 
ay hard heart; but I feel how nothing but aking wounds: 
grief, whether I will or not, ſwelleth upon me; but let us 
e in grace's hall. floor, pleading before Chriſt. I deny no- 


od ing that the Mediator will challenge me of; but I turm it all 
of ek upon himſelf: let him look his own old counts, if he be 
ho Nerv, for he will get no more of me: when Chriſt ſaith, I avant 
ere WM ence - I meet him with this, True, Lord; but thou art 
ON Ring and Prince to give me repentance, Acts v. 31. When 


ariſt bindeth a challenge upon us, we mult bind a promiſe 
* | 


back 


* 
* 


% Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Tyit. th, 


back upon him; be low, and lay yourſelf in the duſt before 
God (which i is ſuitable) but withal let Chriſt take the paymen: 

in his 4 e and pay himſelf off the firſt end of his own 
merits; elſe he will come behind, for any thing we can do. 
am err V. 45 in your - caſe. 1 hard hearted 30d dead as any 
man; but et I ſpeak to Chriſt through my ſleep. Let us then 
proclaim.a, ree. market for Chriſt, and ſwear ourſelves bare; and 
cry on him, to come without money and buy us, and take us 
home tg, our r ranſom- -payer's fire ſide, and let us be Chriſt's 

free boarders ; ecaule 1 we do not pay the old, we may not re. 
fuſe to.ta on Chriſt's new debt of mercy : let us do our beſt, 
Chriſt will {kl} be behind with us, and many terms will run to. 
gether. For my, part, let me ftand for evermore in his book, 

for a forlorn dyvour; I muſt deſire to be thus far in his com- 
mon of 1 585 as to deſire to kiſs his feet: 1 know not how to 
win to a heartſome fill and feaſt of Chriſt's love; for I do nei- 
ther buy, nor. beg, nor borrow ; and yet I cannot want it: | 
dow not want it. O if I could praiſe him } Yea, I would reſt 
content with a heart ſubmiſlive 5 dying of love for him; and 
howbeit I win, 18 perſonally i in at heaven's gates, O would 
to God, I could fend in my praiſes to my incomparable Well. 
beloved; 5 ca my love-ſongs of that matchleſs Lord Jeſus o- 
ver 48 walls, that they 10 light in his lap, before men and 
angels |. RON grace be with you. Remember my love 
to your wi fe, 4; daughter, and brother John. | 

Aberdeen, Taue i 11. 1 3 | Heure in his ſaeet 
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212% Tu ALEXANDER. Kanone of Kallen. 
N lex Boridured and worthy Sir, y 


Ghee GE, "wm fey and 075 unto you. tg te bergen 

ä your T ine fr few! 10 ſince A came: hitter; 3 n 

need ha. 5 yoru 3 4 ade phat lO eld have ſore” wateriiig. 

caſe zuin Lord and me, fiünldettr beten wk 
and Fare V4 auf an ſüſpiezor of iis gore; it isla marvel be 

| keepeth, houſe Wt the, male 7 atly ple with Ohriſt, but | 

b 


be weben a5 hay, agreements with e: 1 think His theliange- 
able love, Bt 1 defy ches to hrrak me ard eflaugt tie; if 
Chriſt had | | Wage, and nd thou ughts of al Leation, 
as I have e of 10 K I ould then” be at- fac let; he hu 
monreth not 860 U me in my Unbelicf Hive” Tedeeth me, 
and fathereth, kindneſg up bon me ellen Whratliet les the poo 
friend and needvy SHIneY" Ger 0c than I Am: 1 cannot 


for ſhame get Chriſt ſaid nay of my whole love; for he wilknot 
Want bis errand for the ſeeking. God be thakked, my Bride 


e tireth not of wooing : honour to him, he is a wilful ſuit 
| or 


or of my ſoul; but as love is his, pain is mine, that I have no- 
thing to give him; his count- book is full of my debts of mercy, 
kindneſs, and free love towards me ; Oh that I might read with 
watery eyes! O that he would give me the intereſt to pay back 


or rather my ſoul's deſire is, that he would compriſæ my perſon, 


ſoul, and body, love, joy, confidence, fear, ſorrow and deſire, 
and drive the puynd, and let me be rouped and ſold to Chriſt, 
and taken home to my creditor's houſe and his fire-fide. The 
Lord knoweth, if I could, 1 would ſell myſelf without Teverſion 
to Chriſt, O,fweet Lord Jeſus, make a market, and over-bid 
il my buyers ! I dare ſwear there is a myſtery, Chriſt, which 
| never ſaw ; a myſtery of love. O it he would la e lap of 
the covering that is over it, and let my greining foul fee it: I 
would break the door, and be in upon him, tò pet à wombful 
of love; for I am an hungered and famiſhed foul.” Oh, Sir, if 
you, or any other would tell him, how ſick my ſoul is, dying 
for want of a hearty, draught of Chriſt's love! Oh if 1 could 


dote (if I may make uſe of that word, in this caſe) 28 much u- , 


pon himſelf as I do upon his love! It is a pity that Chriſt him- 
if ſhould not rather be my heart's choice, than Chriſt's mani- 
kited love. It would ſatisfy, me, in ſome meaſure, if Thad any 
bud to give for his love: ſhall I offer him my praiſes? Alas, 
he is more than praiſes ! I give it over to get him exalted accor- 
läng to his worth, which is above what can be known, Yet all 
lis time I am tempting him, to ſee if there be both love and 


ager in him againſt me. I am plucked from His flock (dear to 


ne) and from feeding his Lambs; I go therefore in fackloth as 
one who hath loſt the wife of his youth. Grief and Torrow are 
ſuſpicious, and ſpue out againſt him the ſmoke of jealouſies; 
md J fay often, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt with me, 


tall me, Lord, read the proceſs agaiuſt me. But Lknow, I can- 
not anſwer his allegiance; I will loſe the cauſe, hen it cometh 


o open pleading. „Oh if I could force my heart to believe 
ireams to be dreams ! Yet when Chriſt giveth my, fears the lie, 
ui faith to me, Thou art a liar, then I am glad. [ reſolve to 
lope to be quiet, and to ly on the brink upon my oe, till the 


"ater fall, and the foord be rideable and how S 


pan upon me in longing for deliverance, that I may. ſpeak of 
lim in the great congregayon yet I think there is joy in that 
pan and on-waiting: and I even rejoice, that he putteth me 
af tor a time, and ſhifteth me. Oh if 1 could wait on for all 
"tnity, howbeit I ſhould never get my. ſoul's deſire, ſo being 
le vere glorified! I would wiſh, my pain and my miniſtry could 
e long to ſerve him; for, I know, I am a-clay-vel.', and 
mae for his uſe, O if my very broken ſheards could ſerve 10 
tority him! Ldefire Chriſt's grace to be willingly content, tit 
NJ cl xcenting his hatred and diſpleaſure, which I pat «© f 


1 f 
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of all play, for ſubmiſſion to this is not called for) were a 
. of his glory to men and angels, for ever and ever 
hen all is done, what can 1 add to him ? or What can ſuch x 
clay ſhadaw as 4 do? I know he needeth not me. H have caue 
to be gricved, and to melt away in tears; if I bad grace to dy 
it, Lord grant it me ! to ſee my Well - beloved's fair face (pitted 
upon by dogs, to lee lowas, f crown oft my royal WI " 
King's head, to, ſee my harlot mother, and my ſweet Father Wl t 
agree ſo ill, that they are going to ſkaih and give up houe; Wl | 
my Lord's palace is now a peſt of-unclcan birds. Oh if hat- 1 
lot, bee ee, vould rue upon her provoked Lord; 
and pi y her g good Huſband,, who is broken with her Wi: 
Tiſh Er but theſe things. are hid from her eyes. I have 
heard of late of your new trial hy the biſhop of Galloway, Fear 
not clay, worms meat; 3 let truth and Chriſt get no wrong in your 
hand; it is your BUR: if. Chriſt be glorified ;; and your glory to 
be Chrift's witnels ; I perſuade you, your ſufferings are Chril's 
advantage and victory; for he is pleaſed to reckon them ſo, Let 
me hear from vou; Chriſt Want wining a clean kirk out of the 
fire : he will win this play ; he will not be in your common for 
any charges ye are at in his ſervice: z he is not poor to ſit in your 
debt; 3 he will repay an hundred fold more, it may be, eri this 
. bo bl and EY af Chriſt's priſoner be with you, 
ns "Rat, „ . 3 nt ore 
k aa | 10 '\rt 4697 5395 Ms v 
122. 0 —— and; loving marks a NEV 77 
13 10. Ade 
Reverend, aud dear brother, ont paſo 


1663 asd 1451 YO ion but | 
n Peace be to vou. received yours cl 


I- Aprit r 1th; as I di d angt er of March: 25th, and-a leite 
ſor Mr: Andrew C ant. 1 am, 995 a lit n 
thercekurcdi ii running fo « quickly e brothel-houſd, an | 
that we are birihg fovers,..a 155 giving; gitts tothe great mothe 
of wr recs that 17 is; li 


ſhortiy # It were m re Able when-oot Haſband 
departing to Mir e 1115 hold 
in this land; for 1 


Lys him 125 g | 2 
ly companion to = 4 riſon | ext VI bat | 
marpened theedpe 2 and. 5 ＋ 3 
devi en 0 f'ezp rein bg the, fe P) 
foul+ Sufferipg for The « the mo vents whergie Gbr 
love Hveth,* and ce fl N ca put) flames. offi 
and ſparks of heat, dale Ad a$\Lhaxe=/ WY 
if Chriſt weepitig in 13 cloth bo feet, A I;campanifing/ ant x 
maginable thoughts to think what A Will be, Wben we el ay. bo 
dics (having put off | mortality) {hall come up to the . 


— jo ww. as. —-»> Da. >» AS M2 


face, that is like the ſun in his ftrengrh at'noon-d! ay: 


ppiſt. 122. rr 177 
hall and the great palace, and behold the King Ulodthed 3 in his 


robes royal, fitting on his throne, I would deftre hq more for 
my heaven, beneath the moon, while I am fight ng in | this houſe 
of clay, but daily renewed feaſts of love with"Chrift, and liber- 


ty now and then to feed my hunger with a 93 of "th: faireſt 


would 


willingly ſubſcribe an ample reſignation to IT of the fqur- 


teen prelacies of this land, and of all the moſt de chen plea- 


ſures on earth, and forfeit my part of this'clay -$6d),. his earth, 
which Adam's fooliſh children worſhip, to have 90 © ther exer- 
ile, but to ly in a love- bed with Chriſt, and fill this ungered 


| and famiſhed 4oul with kiſſing, embracing, anch real enjoying of 
the Son of God: and I think, then I might write to my triends, 


That I had found the golden world, and Thook out, and Hugh at 


the poor bodies, who are flaying'one another for feathers ; for 
erily, brother, ſinee I came to this'priſon, I. have conceived a 


new and extraordinary opinion of Chriſt, which [ "had not be- 


fore; for I perceive; we friſt all our joys of Chriſt, Fill he and 


ve be in our own houſe above, as married parties; thinking that 
there is nothing of it here to be ſought or found, but only hope 
and fair promites;'iand''that Chriſt will give "us nothing, here 


but tears, ſadneſs, croſſes; and that we ſhall never feel the 


{acll of the flowers of chat high garden of paradiſe aboye, till 
we come there. Nay, but I find it is poſſible to find you 


gtory,, and a young green paradiſe of joy, even 4g . 


Chritt's Kiſſes will. caſt a more ſtrong and refreffiful ſmell of in- 


comparable glory and joy in heaven, than they do here; becauſe 


a drink of the well of life, up at the well's head, ue Tweet 
and freſh by far «oy that which we get in our barrawed, old, 


running-ont vefſels, and our wooden diſhes hege eLLam 
now perſuaded, it Is our folly to friſt all bn * germ ag, te 


ing abundanee of earneſt will not dimini e — 
cipal ſum. I Wëg dream of hdnge er in Chri $0 danger elle, We 
ne here, alchbugh UE A g ba Part the bairne within 


God's houſhe f: it wef urſelveß with more 
borrowed kiffes of Chir rnowed e, till 


ive enter DBeirdtslowrne\ 


U 1209 0 gor Tutor: puts us 
D 0 we fot c 


. 72 8 en en Ob ͤ that 


eaten end anearer 
communiori with £7 


ln the forte et 1 08 8 


©, the prime Beirofall, Chriſt 
4 wiſhy * bee oh gs etleman who 
vrote 3 le oo iges Ae cel- 
bar and heuſe if 8 Srl e Jed 1 5 55 a drink of this 


love is Worth he Mavi t 75 e bs urſelves but too 


rx. 
nicely with Chriſt our Lor ; fan our 9 15 eee not niceneſs 
and dryneſs," and uncouthneſs in friends, Since need force we 


ault be in Chriſt's common, then let us be in hi; common; for 
it 


pt bs 1 
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it will be no otherwiſe. Now, for myepreſent caſe in my impri. 
ſonment, deliverance (for any appearance I ſec) looketh cold. 


like : my hope, if it looked to, or leaned upon men, ſhould yi. 
ther ſoon at the root, like a May-flower ; yet I reſalye to eise 
myſelf with on-waiting on my Lord, and to let my faith ſwim 
where it loſeth ground. I am under a neceſſity either of faint, 
ing (which | hope my Maſter of whom I boaſt all the day ſhall 
avert) or then to lay my faith upon omnipotency, and, to wink 
and to ſtick by my gripe; and I hope my ſhip fhall ride it out, 
ſeeing Chriſt is willing to blow his ſweet wind in any ſails, and 
mendeth and cloſeth the laeks in my ſhip, and ruleth all: it wil 
be ſtrange, if a believing paſſenger be caſten over-board. As 
for your maſter, my Lord and my Lady, Till be loth to «for. 
get them: I think my prayers (ſuch as they,are) are due debt 
to him, and I ſhall be far more engaged ta his Lordſhip, it he 
be fait for Chriſt (as I hope he will) now when ſo many of his 
coat and quality flip from, Chriſt's back, and leave him to fend 
for himſelf. I entreat you, remember my love to that worthy 
gentleman A. C. who ſaluted me in your letter: I have heard 
that he is one of my Maſter's friends, for the which cauſe Ian 
tied to him: I wiſh he may more and, more fall in loye with 
Chriſt Now, for your queſtion, as far as IL rawly conceive, | 
think God is praiſed two ways; ½, By a conſcignal profeſſiot 
of his highneſs before men, ſuch as is the very, hearing of the 
word, and receiving of either of the ſacraments, ; in which ach 


by profeſſion, we give out to men, thats he is our God, with 


whom we are in covenant, and our law-giyer.;., thus eating an 
drinking in the Lord's ſupper, is an annunciation and profeſſio 


before men, that Chriſt is our ſlain Redeemer: hexe, . becaulc 
God ſpeaketh to us, not we to him, it is not a formalthankſgir 


ing, but an annunciation or predication of- Chriſt's- death, con 
ſcional, not adorative, neither hath it God for the immediate 
object, and therefore no kneeling can be here. 2h), There i 
another praiſing of God, formal, when we are either formal 


| blefling God, and ſpeaking, his praiſes. And thus L take to'b 


two fold, 1. When we directly, and formally direct prailes an 
thankſgiving to God: this may well be dane. kneeling, in toke! 
of our recognizance of his highneſs ; yet not ſo, but it may be 

anding or fitting, eſpecially ſeeing, joyful elevation..(whic 
thould be in praiſing) is not formally ſignified by kneeling. 2 
When we {peak good of God, and declare his glorious nature 


and attributes, extolling him before men, to excite men to con 


ceive highly of him, The former I hold to be worthip ever 
way immediate, elſe I knaw not any immediate worſhip. at all 


| the latter hath God for the i abject, not properly the object 


ſecing the predication is directed to men immediately, rathe 


tre 


pſt, 123. L E T T ER 8. on , 179 | 
than to God. And for my own. part, as I am for the pre- 
t minded, I fee not how this can be dane kneeling, ſeeing it 
predicatio Dei et Chriſti, non laudatio aut benedictio Dei: but 


, as 1 diſtinguiſhed in the firſt” member; for, in the firſt 
ember, any ſpeaking of God, or of his works of creation, 
idence and redemption, is indirec and conſcional praiſing 
him, and formally prenehing, or an act of teaching, not an 
{of predication of his praiſes; for there is A difference betwixt 
:fimple relation of the virtues of à thing which is formally 
aching, and the extolling of the worth bucks or: fac way of 
mmendation, to cauſe others to praiſe with us. Thus recom- 
ending you to God's grace, I reſt Feen 
Aberd. June 15.1637 ** Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, 8. R. | 
8 === = = == === === „„ = === == == 
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2 Hicke 


Dear brother, n e e LY | 
RACE, merey and peace be unto you. Upon the report 
[ hear of yon {without any further acquaintance, except 
r ſtraiteſt bonds iti our Lord Jeſus) t I 0 good to write 
no you, hearing 6f your danger to'be'thruft out of the Lord's i 
muſe, for his Hame's fake? therefore my earneſt and humble 


tire to Cod is, that ꝓe may be ſtrengthened in the grace of 
bed, and by the power of his migbt, to go on for Chriſt, not 


it your hand to the ark; to give it àa wrong touch; and to o- 


nceturn it, as many now do, when the archers are ſhooting ſore 
0088; 7; „ abide in itt flirength,. We owe to our 
ace King awd privicely Maſter A teffimbny. © O tow bleffed are 
in Wy, who can wird blow off Chriſt, and his bort. dow He truth ! 
00 pen think Chrift 4 gorie matt now, and that he fh All never get 
lade 


bis head again: arg they bee ve His tourt 18 f e 


r ſuffereth men to Break their ſpears and words up Bim, and 
ale enemies 't6 plow Zion; and mite long ant deep their fur- 
son ber! bark; but it would not be fo, if the Lotd had not 
n being for his plowitng e what! can he do, but melt an old 
keWtfic Kirk, that Re fig) ⸗britfg. ift 3 new bride out of the hre 
& ein! 1 think Christ is juR gw TEpairing His hoüſe, and ex- 
IC 


inging his bild veffefs With new Veſt; ànd is gin through 
Ws land, and taking up tninveritor 175 a roll of {6 many of 
turns tons, and good profeffots 145 e tiay makes them new 


wk forthe feteßd dempies 2Hd C atſbeper Hall be found, not 


yer) befor the work?! f] "be Tifter? over the, wal 2 When the 
e en be bald, le (REN lap By Ries hammers, as having 


tan lay theta be; abd'T'think, he vengeance of the Lord and the 


to 


\erve, that it is formal praiſing of God, and not merely conſci- 


more to dd WHY thetfi Ates poffible, he do worfe to them 


Meance of bis temple Hall be upon them, I deſire no more, but 
- 7 N 
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to keep weight when. I am paſt the fire: and I can now, in-ſome 
weak meaſure, give Chriſt a teſtimonial of a lovely and loving 
companion, under ſuffering for him. I ſaw him before but 2. 
far off, his beauty to my eye-ſight groweth: a ſig, a ſtraw for ten 
world's plaiſtered glory, and for childiſh ſhadows, the idol of 
clay (this god, the world) that fools fight for- If I had a leaſe 
of Chriſt, of,my. owing dating (for whoever once cometh nigh 
hand, and taketh a hearty look of Chriſt's inner ſide, ſhall ne- 
ver wring nor. wreſtle themſelves out of his love-gripes again)! 
would reſt contented in my priſon; yea, in a priſon without 
light of ſun or candle, providing Chriſt and I had a lore- bed, 
not of mine, but of Chriſt his own making z that we might | 
together. among the lilies, till the day break and the ſhadows fy a. 
Ways; Who knoweth how ſweet a drink of Chriſt's love is? O 
but to live on Chriſt's love is a king's life! The worſt things of 
Chriſt, even that which ſeemeth to bs the refuſe vf Chritt, his 
hard croſs, his black croſs is white and fair: and the Erofs re- 
ceiveth a beautiful luſtre, and a perfumed ſmell from Jeſus. My 
dear brother, ſcar not at it. While ye have time to ſtand upon 
the watch tower, and to ſpeak, contend with this land, plead 
with your harlot-mother,, who bath been a treacherous half- 
marrow to her huſband : Jeſus: for I would think liberty to 
preach one day, the root and top of my deſires ; and would ſeek 
no more of the bleſſings that are to be had on this Tide of time, 
till I be over the water, but to ſpend this my crazed clay-houſe 
in his ſervice and ſaving of ſouls: bur I hold my peace, becauſe 
he hath done it. My ſhallow and ebb thoughts ate not the com- 
paſs Chriſt ſaileth by; I leave his ways to himſelf, for they are 
far, far above me: only I would contend with "Chriſt for his 
love, and be bold to make a plea with Jeſus my Lord, for a heart: 
fill of his love ; for there is no more left to me. What ſtand- 
eth beyond the far end of my ſufferings, and what ſliall be the 
event, he knoweth; and I hope, to my joy, ſhall make me 
know, when God ſhall unfold his decrees concerning me; for 
there ars windings, and to's and fro's in his ways, which blind 
bodies like us cannot fee, Thus much for further acquaintance: 
ſo, recommending.you, and what is before you, to the grace 
of God, I ret «FL 
Aberd., June 16. Your very loving brother in his ſweet 
„ | Lord Jeſus, 8. R 
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124. To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEISH. 


| Reverend and well-beloved brother, 
( 1 mercy and peace be unto you: I have heard ſome- 
what of your trials in Galloway; I bleſs the Lord who 


hath begun firſt in that cerner, to make you a new kirk to . 
| = "I 


Let me entreat you, my dearly beloved, to be faſt to Chriſt: 


both of heaven and-hell,-2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. I perſuade you, my 


dearer to me, than my miniſtry ; and the worth of it, in my 


eſtimation, is ſwelled, and paineth me exceedingly: yet I am 
content, for the honour of my Lord, to ſurrender it back to the 


Lord of the vineyard ʒ let him do wit it and me both, what he 
minketh good: Lthink myſelf too little for him. And let me 


peak to you, haw kind a fellow - priſoner is Chriſt to me! Be- 


leve me, this kind. f croſs (that would not go by my door, but 


would needs viſit mg. is ſtill che longer the more welcome to me. 


bis true, my filgng ſabbaths have been and are fill glaſſy ice, 


rhereon my faith can ſcarce hold its feet, and I am often blown 


m my back, and off my ſeet, with a ſtorm of doubting; yet 
nuly, my bonds all this time caſt a mighty and rank ſmell of 
ligh and deep love in Chriſt: L cannot indeed fee through my 


ing and ſinging on the other ſide of the Red-ſea; and laughing 
ad praiſing the Lamb, over beyond timę, ſorrow, deprivation, 
relates indignation, loſſes, want af friends and death: heaven 
not a fowl flying in the air (as men uſe to ſpeak of things that 
ve uncertain;) nag, it is well paid for, Chriſt's comprizement 
eth on glory, for all che mourners in Zion, and ſhall never be 
oled: let us be glad and æejoice, that we have blood, loſſes and 
wounds to ſhow our Maſter and Captain, at his appearance, and 
mat we ſuffered for. his cauſe. Wo is me, my dear brother, 
ut I ſay often, I am but dry bones, which my Lord will not 


Oh lam a dry tree, that can bear no fruit; I am an uſeleſs 
body, who can beget no children do the Lord in his houſe l' 
Hopes of deliverance look cold and uncertain, and afar off, as if I 
ad done with it: it is much for Chriſt (if I may ſay ſo) to get law- 
prows of my ſorrow, and of my quarrellous heart: Chriit's love 
Payeth me fair play, Iam not wronged at all; but there is a trick- 
(and falſe heart within me, that ſtill playeth Chriſt foul play. 
m a cumberſome neighbour to Chriſt ; it is a wonder, that he 
ITelleth beſide the like of me: yet I am often getting the advan- 
e of the hill, above my temptations; and then I Aefviſe tempta- 


e- we even hell itſelf, and the ſtink of-it, and the inſtruments of 
0 end am proud of my honourable Maſter; and I reſolve, whe-- 
a- W contrary winds will or not, to fetch Chriſt's harbour; __ 
f: ; I think 


Fpiſt. 124. LETTE as. 181 
z1f ; Chriſt hath the leſs ado behind, when he hath refined you. 
my witneſs is above, my deareſt brother, that ye have added - 
much joy to me in my bonds, when I hear that ye grow in the 
grace and zeal af God for your Maſter. Our miniſtry whether 
by preaching oriſuffering, will caſt a ſmell through the world 


dear brother, there is nothing out of heaven, next to Chriſt, 


ols to the far;end.; et I believe, Lam in Chriſt's books, and 
n his decree. (not, yet: unfolded to me) a man triumphing, dan- 


ring out of the grave again ʒ and that my faithleſs fears can ſay, 
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„Mr. R eren D's Epiſt. 124, 
Ind 21101 } fry : 
I "ink a. vilful and ftiff contention with. my Lord Jeſus for oh 
loye very lawful, It is ſometimes. hard, to me, to, win my Pen 
upon Chriſt's love, becauſe my faith is Je and my bope wi. 
thereth, and wy eyes wax dim; and unkind and con fort-eclip- 
fing: clouds, ge over. the fair and bright. Sun, Jeſus :, and Hen, 
when I and tepaptation tryſt the matter together, we {pill al 
through unbelief. OVWEcts ſweet for evermore, won ug my life be 
if 1 could, keep, faith. 3 in exerciſe but 1 fee, m my fire cannot al. 
WAYS! caſt ligh Gb er A a, poor man's hard world, when he 
Fore ana; + fince my entry hither, many a tine 
Gee ſun Hine | without a cloud; hot and burning hath 
ts. love been ta me; I have no vent to the exp reffion of it, 
Tk content with. ſtolen and f mothered Jefires of Christ 
glory. O how far is his love behind the hand with me ! 120 
juſt lixea man, who hath nothing to pay his thouſands of Lede 
all that can be gotten of him, is to feize upon his perſon; e 
cept . Qhriſt would ſeize; upon, myſelf, and make the readieſt Ke 
ment.that,can;be of my heart and love to himfe}f, 1 have no 0- 
ther, thing to giye him; if my ſufferings could do beholder; 
good, and edify. his kirk, and Bat Hits tae Sr 0 e worth 
its. love. to the world, O then would my,  fout e Te? 
joyed, and my ſad heart cheered and calmed ! Dear broth er, k 
: canaat tell; what,is become of my labours among tha pe le 
if all chat my Lord huilded by. me be caſten down, an . J 
pals Kallen aut: ofthe. profeſſion of the pariſh, and none ſtang | by 
it, hole Jour Lure preached as clearly. and plainly a 1 | 
(though, far below its; worth and excelleney) to that peo- 5 
ple: W 1 19;hom can, I bear int and if another. make a foul hat. . 


veſt, where I have made a painful and honeſt fowing, it will not 0 

ſoon digeſt x ith me: but I know his ways paſs finding out. Yet 

my FIRES, both within me and above me knoweth, and my 

ined breaft upon the Lord's day at night, my defire to have 

1 Chriſt awful ind àmfäble, and ſwect to that people, is nos 

my joy; andiic-WY8 ny deffre and aim, to make Chriſt and them 

one: if I fee my hopes die in the bud, ere they bloom a little, 

and come o no, frpit, 1 die with grief. O my God, ſeek not 

A an. Account. B. the. 7 to me by my brethren, whoſe 


4 ſalv atign f. OF, ane | defire ; Jay, pray that they and 1 be not heard 
7 9 


| £Fontrany Le our compearance before out 
| Judg ae 90 50 TY them eine my miniſtry, which 


I re c EE A little inch, and leſs than the 
1h bird fo e nd hand- esd. of time, which 
is poſting Ar 5 [1 put, me e the e ſtroke, and above th{ 
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or 


reach of 5 15511 or. foes 3,and it 18 A mort lah ing injur) Ir 
done to me, and to my pains, in that part « of my Lord's og 1 
yard. O how ſyiy an advantage is my depriv ation to men, ee, 


ing my Lord Jeſus bath many ways to recover his own * 


es! 
nd 


Fpiſt. 125. LETT ER 8. . 18 
zd By irreſiſtible by compaſs his own glorious ET that his lily 
grow N thorns, and his little kingdom eXaft ſelf, 
ad the words and ſpears of contrary powers F' Bit; My 
dear brother, g on in the Ram of his rick grace; WhO 5e 
ſerve : ſtand faſt for Chriſt ; deliver the olßel off your Hand, 
and your 1 miniſtr to your Matter, with A cies and urgeßled 
doncience: Idle not 4 pin of Ckriſt's tabernacle o hüt 
much as pick With pour all at one board or en 
have no part or dealing upon any terms, in 4 You, ee 
manor or in A bowing of your knee; in caftin * 
temple: bur be wenig and ſpeakin Mi heb p Mes 
who now Tuin Liv." Out” Madre Walt b 576 6 8 81% M A ela 
ere ever we wit; 5 that day WI cifcbver all dür WARES! and oh 
blacks, concerning this controverſy uf Poor Sppremet Ron let 
vs make our part Of it t gobd, that it Ad Iy* be NE! V6 abide the 
ire, when hay aid Trabblk That becpurtit to Whegs" dig i 
nothing (I fay nothing) but found drr 4 Tan bid 
Lord's fan. I ſtand to y teftifibfiy% * Feng pre 1 Hö 
Scotland : Lacdelelde, 4 wwourtfn3: bd we abideth thee! O 
Scotland! O Scottandy ane Nele rrebof gere der e 


ſtandeth good HY "ip . remit dib ele 

oy friends; Anf tomy Pariſlilo gers! 4 if I amd e r den 
particularly: P recommend you,” and Goc people} Emnmiltted 
by Chriſt" 0 your: de tlie rich grace of onal rere 


lord. eme ch bois" Pre ivy Lord . 
ip in my Tuferi fan aac yeh d Scrafbtr {accori ding te the will 


om giverily 69 nA pr Lori Kath done 
to tny uk. 8d ek pot bf © hone nf wi, ſe, 
Mt ke "wy ti eit ce alter ay be FA nile in oy 


ſulferin g; 1e. 19908 bs Pri: 189 s 90871 vv8f) 9191197 SE 
be Togo bs ine 1 REM: e767 21 Dur brother in i. i Lot 
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129. Je N ARION-MAQN ent 1 
Dearly belovell in gr Lord Teſt us Criſt, 7M 991 } F 


2 , mercy and peace be 0 Job. Few know the heart 
of a ſtranger and priſoner? 1 am in the hands of mine e- 
nemies: I w ould, boncif and lawful” "means were eſſay ed, for 
bringing me Gps, to my charge, now when Mr. A. R. and Mr. 
H. R. are reſtored. It concerneth you of Galloway moſt, to 
ue ſupplications and addreſſes for this purpoſe, and try if by fair 


means can be brought back again. As for liberty, without 1 
de reſtored to my flock, it is little to me; for my filence js x 


euteſt priſon: however it be, I wait for the 1 ord, I hope not 

% rot in my tufttermgs ; Lord give me ſubmiſſion to wait on: 

Wy Heart 33 dad, that my days fee aw ay, and I do no ſervice to 
1 my 


* 
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wy Lord in his hauſe, now when his harveſt, and the ſouls af 
periſhing people require it: but his ways are not like my wah, 
neither can I find kim out. O that he would ſhine upon ny 


' darkneſs, 30d bring forth my morning light from under the. 
thick clout , | 


that men, haue ſpread over me. O that the Al 


_ mighty would lay my cauſe id a balance, and weigh me, if my 


ſoul was not taken up, when others were ſleeping, how to have 


Chriſt betrothed with a bride, in that part of the land l But that 
day that my mouth was moſt unjuſtly and cruelly elbled; the 
| bloom ell. if My branches, and nmLy; Joy. didi caſt che flower. 


How beit, I. ave, been caſting myſelf under God's feet, and 
wreſtling to, helievę under a hidden and covered Lord, yet my 
aue cath before I cat, and my faith hathbowed with the 


ſore-caſty, and under this almoſt inſupportable weight: O that 


it break not ! [ dare not ſay, that the Lord hath pur out my 


— CP er — be. ma — 
candle, and hath caſfen water upon my poor coal, and broken 


the ſtakes of my tabernacle; but Ihave tafied bitterneſs, and 
eaten gall and wormwood, fince that day, my Maſter laid bonds 
upon me to ſpeak no more. » Iſpeak:not this, becauſe the Ld 


is, uncouth; to me; but becauſe,.beholders; that ſtaud on 


| land, ſee not my lea ſtorm: the witneſſes cf my Aroſs are but 


ſtrangets:to my ſad days and nights; O that Chriſt would l 


me -aloneg andifpeak: love to meg nd come home to mne, an- 


brigz ſummer wvith him Oithat I might preack his beaut ) ant 


glory, Das encerd did, before my clayttent be remornd to dark 


neſs anddbati l might light Chriſt of thẽ ground, and m 


branches might be watered: xith the dewiof God, and my jo 


in hislwetk night gtow green again, and bud; ang ſend out 
flower laut L am but a ſhort-· ſighted crœathre, ant} my candl 


caſtethyl ngt light afar! off: he knowe th all that is done to me 
hewhatwber IT had but one joy, and nomortepandone greet 
fowerpthatcI eſteemed to be my gurlahd, he rame in one hou 
and dried cup my flower at theiroatz>anditouks!/away mine onl 
eye, and mine only one crown and garland. Wat can ] ſay 


ſurely my guiltioefs hath been remembrred before him, and 


was ſecking to take down my ſailsgand t dandothe flower of m 
delights, and to let it ly om the cdaſt Hel un old broken ſhi 
that is no more fori the ſea : but Þpraifet him zor this waile( 
ſtroke, I. welcome this furnace; Gs. made choice 0 
it for me, and it muſt be beſt bechuſe it Mas hib choice. O thi 
J uray wait for h im till the morning bf this honiglited kirk bres 
out! This poor afflicted kirk had. fart morring; but he 
night came npnher before her non an⁰ꝗt⁴u as like 
traveller, forced to take houſe in the mor ningrf his zourne) 
nd now her adverſaries are the chief mien of ihd land; her wi) 
mourn, her gates languiſh, her children figh' for bread; Tn 
thers is none to be inſtant with the: Lord, hats he would co 


„ 4 
1 


ppt. 126. LEEDS TG oO 


to; 
ein to his houſe, and dry the face of his weepin ſpdule. and 
comfort Zion's mourners, who are waitin for Un ':Enow hee 
on make corn to grow upon the top of his withered mount 
eon again. Remember my bonds, and forget ine not” Oh 
that my Lord would bring me again amongſt you, With abun- 
dance of the goſpel of Chriſt! But O that I may ſet Yown rt 

deſires, where my Lord biddeth me! Remember my love in the 
Lord to your huſband; God make him faithful tb N 8 


| + ard 
my bleſſing to your three children. Faint not in prayer r this 


t. kirk: deſire my people not to receive à ſtranger, iutruder 
a upon my miniſtry: let me ſtand in that Tight an ion that 


ny Lord Jefus gave me. Grace, grace be with ou. e 
ll Aberdeen, 1637. Tut in hit beet Lord 
at gin ales eu fire, S. K. 
F fr: oor box 1:5 55 enn wv) 261 Darth 4.1300 Savtd It 
7 — — — === _ EP === : _ 187 
126. To JOHN GORDON at NH. e 4% 


Dear brother, © © Syn dome hut leg ass 
Earneſtly deſire to know the cafe of your ſoul and ts un- 
| derſtand that ye have made ſure work of heaven and falvi- 
tion. 1: Remember, ſalvation is one of Chriſt's datuties Re 
zjireth but to à few. 2. That it is violent ſweating and Uriving 
that taketh heaven. 3. That it coſt Chriſt's blood to purchaſe 
tat houſe to ſinners, and to ſet mankind down agthe! Kings 
ſree-tenants and-free-hotders. » g. That many make a5ſtdttXy- 
wards heaven, who fall on their back, and wit hot up to 'fe 
mount ; it plucketh heart and legs from them and lt 
down and give it over, becauſe the devibſetreth à ſd ee med 
flower to their noſe (this fair buſked world) where withitæy de 
bewitched, and fo forget or refuſe to go forward. g, Rerfem - 
ber, many go far on, and reform many things> , eαιν Ü, 
tears, as Eſau did; and ſuffer hunger for truth, [ab Judas the; 
md with and defire-the- endcof> the righteous;ras (Ballina Aut; 
ay nd profeſs fair, and fight for the Lord ag Saulndtl piumd?te- 
de the ſaints of God to pray ſor them, us Pharvaty and 8mon 
fm Magus did; and propheſy and {ſpeak of Chriſt; as Cniaphas did; 
ho ind walk ſoftly and mourn for fear of judgments bas Mad did; 
ile nd put away groſs fins and idolatryz)asJehaididognand hear clic 
c ON vord of God gladly and reformotheir tits dn man thihgsacqανν - 
tha ling to the word, as Herod did find fay;) Ma ſterg to hriſt, I 
rea vil follow thee whither thou goeſt, vas the mam whocotfered to 
be de Chriſt's ſervant, Matth. vii. and map ithſt e: ofthe Vrtues of 
ie the life to come; and be partaker vf the wonderful gifts of the 
nei loi Spirit, and taſte of the good wrd of God, as the apoſtates, 
ibo fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. wi. And yet all theſe 
but like gold in clink ande colour, and watgred' braſs and 
com bale actual. + Theſe are written.that; wei ſheuld»trwourfelves, 
g and 
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and not reſt till we be a ſtep. nearer Chriſt than, ſun-burnt and 
withering profeſſors can come. 6. Conſider that it dg poſi. 
ble that:ypur! idol-fims and ye can go to heaven together; and 
that they, who will not part with theſe, cannot indeed loge 
Chritt at the bottom, but only in word and ſhew, which vill 
not do the buſinefſs. Remember how Rwiftly God's pos, 
time, fliotchꝰ away 3 and that your forenoon is already, ſpem, 
your afternoon will come, and then-yaur: evening, and at jaſt. 
night, hen ye cannot ſes to works: let yourheart, be. ſe upon 
finiſhing of yout journey, and ſumming and lay ing fyeur accounts 
with your Lord. O how bleſſed ſhall ya be, to haveajoyful 
welcome of your Lord at night . How: blefed arathey; who.in 
time take ſure courſe with their ſouls} Bleſs chis great name, 
for what ye poſſeſi in goods and children, eaſe and warldly con- 
tentment, that he hath given you; and ſeek te be like Chriſt 
in humility and lowneſs of mind; and be not great: andſintire 
with the world; make it not your god, nor your lover, chat ye 
truſt unto; for it will deceive you. I recommend Chriſt and 
his love to you, in all things; let him have the fewer of your 
heart and your love; ſet a low price upon all things but Chriſt, 
and cry down in your thoughts clay and dirt, that will not com- 
fort you, hen ye get ſummons to remove, and compsat before 
our Judge; to anſwer for all the deeds done in the: body, The 
. give you wildom. in all things: I beſeech du Janctify God 
in your ſpeaking, for holy and reverend is his name: fand be 
temperite and ſober: companion (as it is called huis af Hur. 
holdeth men out of heaven. 4 will not believeghtcye Will zer 
ceive the miniftgyota ſtrauger, who will preach @ Bt Wand un- 
couth doctrine toꝭ you: let my falvation ſtand for it, lif telnet; 
ed not the plain and whole counſel af God to you im his words 
Read this letter to your wife, and remember myiless h BI 
and requett her to take heed to do what I write 0,y00 32Lpr2} 
for you and yours. Remember me in your prayers to our Lord, 
that he would be pleaſed to ſend me amongſt you again - Grace 
be with you. 6 41 1 $0 Ne ie ei ET 110 110 
Aberdeen, 16377 Tour lauf and loving 
b Jt „ n e ee, eee 9+ N. 
. A Den 
127. To Mr. HUGH HENDERSON. pg 
Reverend and dear breather, ' ., j, | 4 1 
Ho knoweth, but the wind may turn into the Weſt + 
gain, upon - Chriſt and his deſolate bride in this land! 
and that Chriſt may get his ſummer by courſe again! for he 
hach had ill weather this long time, and could not find law of 


i1{tice for himielf and his truth theſe many years. I am K. 
ue wicts of this crazed and broken kirk run all upon no 07 e 


* 7 12 
Ax. 
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nlertrer; nor is there any other to roll them, and cogg them, 
ind drive them, but the wiſdom and good pleaſure of our Lord: 
ad it were a juſt trick, and glorious, and never-ſleeping pro- 
ience; to bring. our brethrens darts, they have ſhot-at us, 


back upon theton heads; ſuppoſe they have two ſtrings to 


eir bowz ahd cu take one or another as another faileth them, 
jet there are More than three ſtrings upon our Lord's. bow; and 


belides, he cannot miſs theywhite that he ſhoctethrœat. I know. 


de ſuuffleth up and dow in his hand tlie great body of heaven 
ind earth, and that Hir and commonwealth) fare in his hand, 
re a ſtock of cards, and that he dealeth the play tu the mour- 
ders of Zion and thoferthat Hay, Ly down that we may go o- 
xr you, at his on ſovereign pleaſure: and I am ſure, Zion's 
xdverfaries; im this play, ſhall not take up their own ſtakes a- 


wein O ho ſweet a thing it is to truſt in him Men Chriſt 


htb fleeped ogt i this flep (if I may ſpeak ſo of him, who is 
the watchman of Iſrael, that neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth) 
ind his own are tried, he willarjſe as a ſtrong man after wine, 


nd make bare his holy arm, and put on vengkance as a cloak, 


and deal'vengeance thick and double amongſt the haters of Zi- 
on. It may be, We iſte him ſow, and fend don malediction 


ind” venseqnoes, lasthick:as:drops:of ram or:hail upon his ene- 


nes ; for or Lord -oweth them black day; and he uſeth du- 
to pay chis debts 2: neither his friends and followers; nor his 
ſos and ad verfarits ſhall: have it to ſay, That he is not faithful 


Md exact in keeping his word. 1 know no bur ih God S Way, 


bit Scothancks guiſtineſs; and he can come over: that impedi- 
nent, and break that bar alſo and then ſay to gttiltx rd land, 
s he faid,*EgekotNxxvi. Not fan aur fakes, &. Uewaiting 
hid ever yet a bleſfed iſſue; and to keep the word of;Gdd'spati- 
ence, keepetly ill the ſaints dry in the water; cold ir the fire, 
nd breathing and blobd-het in che grave. What! are:the: pri- 


ſons of iron walls and gates of braſs tu CRriſt ?: Not lſosgooti as 


eil. dykes, fort iſtcatipns of firawg ur old tomtrring walls; if he 


five the word, then chains will fall off the arm andrlegs of his 
piſoner., Godebethanked, that our Lord Jefusdath the tutor- 
ng of king, and court, and nobles, and that he can dry the gut- 
«and the wires ige ier. eee * temple 
th the cargales; A f ad. idal rer 
the houſe 8 HY 9889 Möwen den Prayers, and fo is 
ken on it, for it filleth not the hand ef mo wer. Chriſt, and 
mth, ardlinatrentyworketh even under the eanth and verily 
dere is hop forthornghteousst we ſce not what conchyiong paſs 
n heaven znHent al}vhe utfarrs of God's honſe f ncefl not give 
lire to Gd to take: vengeanceiof inis cnemira, for juſtice work- 
without hire O':that*the!ſecd-of hope would grow again, 


and come temat uriry and that we could amportune Chriſt, 


and 
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and double our knocks at his gate, and caſt our cries and ſhout; 
over the wall, that he might come out, and make our Jeruſalem 
the praiſe of the whole earth, and give us ſalvation for walls and 
bulwarks! If Chriſt bud, and grow green, and bloom, and bear 
ſeed again in Scotland, and his Father ſend him two ſummers 
in one year, and bleſs his crop; O what cauſe. have we to rejoice 
in the free ſalvation of our Lord, and to ſet up our banners in 
the name of our God! O that he would haſten the confuſion of 
the leprous ſtrumpet, the mother and miſtreſs of abominations 
in the earth, and take graven images out of the way, and come 
in with the Jews in troops, and agree with his old outcaſtand 
forſaken wife, and take them again to his bed of love! Grace 
be with you. Ny 


Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in our Maſter and Lord, 8. R. 


128. To the Lad) LARGIRIE. 
Nit ＋ eſs 5 | | | | 
8 mercy and peace be to you. I exhort you in the 
Lord, to go on in your journey to heaven; and to be con- 
tent of ſuch fare by the way, as Chriſt and his followers have 


had before you; for they had always the wind on their faces; 


and our Lord hath not changed the way to us for our eaſe, but 
will have us following our ſweet Guide. Alas, how doth fin 
clog us on our journey, and retard us! What fools: are we, to 
have a by-good, or any other love, or. match ta our fouls, be- 
fide Chriſt ! It were beſt for us, like ill bairns (who are beſt at 
home) to ſeek our own home, and to fell our hopes of this little 
clay-inns and idol of the earth, where we are'neither well ſum- 
mered nor well wintered. Oh that our ſouls would ſo fall at 
odds with the love of this world, as to. think of it as a. traveller 
doth of a drink of water, which is not any part of his treaſure, 
but goeth away with the uſing ! for ten miles journey maketh 
that drink to him as nothing. O that we had as ſoon done with 
this world, and could as quickly diſpatch the love of it ! But 3s 
a child cannot hold two apples in his little hand, but the one put- 
teth the other out of its room; ſo neither can we be maſters 
and lords of two loves: bleſſed were we, if we could make our- 
ſelves maſter of that invaluable-trerſure, the love of Chaiſt ; or 
rather, ſuffer ourſelves to be maſtered and ſubdued to Chriſt's 
love, ſo as Chriſt were our all things, and all other things our 
nothings, and the refuſe of our delights. O let us be ready for 
ſhipping againſt the time of our Lord's wind and tide calls for 
vs | Death is. the laſt thief, that ſhall: come without the leaſt 
din or noiſe of feet, and take our ſouls away, and we ſhall take 
our leave of time, and face eternity; and our Lord ſhall lay to- 
gether the two fides of this earthly tabernacle, and fold us _ 


a rr 1th 
ky us by, as 2 man layeth by clothes at niglit, and, put 
the one half of us in a houſe of clay, the dark grave, and the 
ocher half of us in heaven or hell. Seek to be found of your 


order; for Chriſt will not give a nall-breadth of time to our lit- 
tle ſand-glaſs. Pray for Zion, and for me his priſoner,..t: at he 
would be pleaſed to bring me amongſt you again, full of LORE 
and freighteq and loaden with the bleſſing of his goſpel, Grace, 
grace be with you.” r = A TI 


Aberd. 1637. r Yours in his only Lord and Mofter, 8. R. 
CCF 
129. To EARLSTOUN younger. 
Worthy and dearly belsved in the Lord, 8 
RACE, merey and peace be to you. I long to hear from 
you: I remain ſtill a priſoner of hope, and do think it ſer- 
nice to the Lord, to wait on ſtill with ſubmiſſion, till the Lord's 
morning-{ky break, and his ſummer day dawn: for I am per- 
aded; it is # piece of the chief errand of our life, that God. 
nt us, for ſome years, down'to this earth, among devils and 
nen, the fire-brands of the devil, and temptations, that we 
might ſuffer for a time here amongſt our enemies; otherwiſe 
be might have made heaven to wait on us, at our coming out 
ofthe womb, and have carried us home to our country, with- 
ot letting us ſet down our feet in this knotty and thorny life: 
but ſceing a piece of ſuffering is carried to Ty one of us, leſs 
er more, as infinite wiſdom hath thought good, our part is to 
harden and hahitttate our ſoft and thin-ſkinned nature, to en- 
dure fire and water, devils, lions, men, loſſes, wae Hearts, as 
theſe” that are looked upon by God, angels, men and devils. 


r ę/ a5. . oat 


that is both dumb and deaf at our tears, and muſt ftand ſtill as 
inmoveable as God who made it! for who can come behind 
dur Lord, to alter and better what he hath decreed and done? 
lt were better to make windows in our priſon, and to look out 
to God and our country heaven, and to cry like fettered men, 
who long for the King's free air, © Lord let thy kingdom come! 
r- WO let the Bridegroom come! And, O day, O fair day, O ever- 

aling ſummer-day, down and ſhine out, break out from un- 


»w ow 


one in the priſon-walls were broken, and thereby aſſurance 


or Iren to the chained prifoner,” lying under twenty ſtone of irons 
orden legs and arms, that at length his chain ſhould wear in 
ſt Mo pieces, and a hole ſhonld be made at length, as wide as he 
Ke eight come fafely out to his long-defired liberty; he would in 
4 hence wait on, till time ſhould hole the priſon-wall and break 
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his 


Lord in peace, and gather in your flitting, and put your ſoul in 


Orhak folly is it, to fit down and weep upon a decree of God, 


er the black ſky, and thine '' I am perſuaded, if every day a 
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his chains. The Lord's hopeful priſoners, under their trials 

are in that caſe : years and months will take out now one little 
ſtone, then another, of this houſe of clay, and at length time 
{hall win out the breadth of a fair door, and fend out the im. 
priſoned ſoul to the free air in heaven; and time ſhall file off 
by little and little, our iron-bolts, which are now on legs and 
arms, and out-date, and wear out trouble thread-bare and ho- 
ley, and then wear them to nothing: for what I ſuffered yeſ. 
terday, I know, . ſhall never come again to trouble me. O that 
we could breathe out new hope and new ſubmiſſion, every 
day, in Chriſt's lap! For certainly, a weight of glory well weigh. 
ed (yea, encreaſing to a far more exceeding and eternal weight) 
ſhall recompenſe both weight and length of light and clipped 
and ſhort-dated croſſes: our waters are but ebb, and come nei- 
ther to our chin, nor to the ſtopping of our breath. I may 
ſee (if I would borrow eyes from. Chriſt) dry land, and that 
near: why then ſhould we not laugh at adverfity, and ſcorn 
our ſhort-borne, and ſoon-dying temptations ! I rejoice in the 
hope of that glory to be revealed, for it is no uncertain glory 
we look for; our hope is not hung upon ſuch an untwilted 
thread, as, I imagine fo, or, it is likely; but the cable, the 
ſtrong tow of our faſtened anchor, is the oath and promiſe of 
him who is eternal verity ; our ſalvation is faſtened with God's 
own hand, and with Chriſt's own ſtrength, to the ſtrang ſoup 
of God's unchangeable nature, Mal. iii. 6. Jam the Lord, 

change not ; and therefore ye ſons of Facob are not conſumed. We 
may play, and dance, and leap upon our worthy and immove- 
able Rock: the ground is ſure and good, and will bide hel! 
brangling, and devils brangling, and the world's aſſaults. Ot 
if our faith could ride it out, againſt the high and proud wind 
and waves, when our ſea ſeemeth all to be on fire! O how oft 
do I let my gripes go! I am put to ſwiming and halt ſinking 
I find the devil hath the advantage of the ground, in this battle 
for he fighteth in known ground, in our corrupt nature : alas 
that is a friend near of kin and blood to himſelf, and wiil not 
fail to fall upon us: and hence it is, that he, who ſaveth td 
the uttermoſt, and leadeth many ſons to glory, is ſtill righting 


my ſalvation, and twenty times a day I ravel my heaven, ang 


ten I muſt come with my ill ravelled work to Chrift, to cumbe 
him (as it were) to right it, and to ſeek again the right end 0 
the thread, and to fold'up again my eternal glory with his os 
hand, and to give a right caſt of his holy and gracious hand, t. 
my marred and ſpilt ſalvation Certainly, it is a cumberſom 
thing, to keep a fooliſh child from falls and broken brows, 2: 
weeping for this and that toy, and raſh running, and ſicknel 
a 1 bairus diſeaſes, ere he win through them all, and win on 
of the mires, he colteth meikle black cumber and — to l 
| ccepet 
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keepers: and fo is a believer a cumberſome piece of work, and 
am ill ravelled heſp (as we uſe to ſay) to Chriſt : but God be 
thanked, for many ſpilt ſalvations, and many ill ravelled heſps 
hath Chriſt mended, fince firſt he entered tutor to loſt man- 
kind. O what could we, bairns, do fvithout him? how ſoon 
would we mar all? But the leſs of ouy weight be upon our own 
feeble legs, and the more that we be gn Chriſt, the ſtrong rock, 
the better for us: it is good for us, {that ever Chriſt took the 
cumber of us; it is our heaven, to lay many weights and bur- 
dens upon Chriſt, and to make him all we have, root and top, 
beginning and ending of our ſalvation: Lord, hold us here. 
now to this tutor and rich Lord, I recommend you : hold faſt 
till he come, and remember his priſoner, Grace, grace be 
vith you. 2 0 
Avergeen, 1637. Yours in his and your Lord 
| Feſus, S. R. 


Ho +++ +++ +++ +++ ++ 


130. To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEISH. 


Reverend and dear brother, 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your lets» 
ter : I bieſs our high and only wife Lord, who hath bro- 

ken the ſnare that men had laid for you; and I hope, that 
now he ſhall keep you- in his houſe, in deſpite of the powers 
of hell, Who knoweth, but the ſtreets of our Jeruſalem thall 
jet be filled with young men, and with old men and boys, and 
yomen with child: and that they ſhall plant vines in the moun- 
tains of Samaria ? I am ſure, the wheels, paces and motions of 
this poor church, are tempered and ruled not as men would, 
but according to the good pleaſure and infinite wiſdom of our 
only wiſg Lord. I am here waiting in hope, that my innocen- 
(in this honourable cauſe, ſhall melt this cloud that men have 
calten over me. TI know, my Lord had his own quarrels againit 
me, and that my droſs ſtood in need of this hot furnace; but 
I rejoice in this, that fair truth, beautiful truth (whoſe glory 
my Lord cleareth to me more and more) beareth me company; 
and that my weak aims to honour my M. {ter in bringing gueits 
to his houſe, now {well upon me in comforts; and that I am 
not afraid to want a witnels in heaven that it was my joy to 
lave 2 crown put upon Chriſt's head in that country. 0 

What joy would 1 have, to ſee the wind turn upon the ene 
mics of the croſs of Chriſt, and to ſee my Lord Jeſus reſtor- 
@ with the voice of praiſe to his own free throne again; and to 
be brought amongſt you, to ſee the beauty of the Lord's houſe 
hope that my country will not be ſo lilly, as to ſuffer men to 
Puck you away from them, and that ye will uſe means to keep 
uy place empty, and to bring me back again to the people, to 
By | W. Oi 
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192 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's: Epiſt. 131, 
whom I have Chriſt's right and his church's lawful calling, 
Dear brother, let Chriſt be dearer and dearer to you; let the 
conqueſt of ſouls be top and root, flower and bloom of your Joys 
and deſires, in this ſide of ſun and moon: and in the day, when 
the Lord ſhall pull up the four ſtakes of this clay tent of the 
earth, and the laſt pickle of ſand ſhall be at rhe nick of falling 
down in your watch-glaſs, and the maſter ſhall call his ſer. 
vants of the vineyard to give them their hire; ye will eſtcen 
the bloom of this world's glory like the colours of the rainboy, 
that no man can put in his purſe and treaſure : your labour and 
Pains ſhall then ſmile upon you. My Lord now hath given me 
experience (howbeit weak and ſmall) that our beſt fare is hung. 
er; we are but at God's bye-board, in this lower houſe; ve 
have cauſe to long for ſupper-time, and the high table, up in 
the high palace: this world deſerveth nothing but the outer 
court of our ſoul. Lord, haſten the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb. I find it ſtill peace to give up with this preſent world, 
as with an old decourted and caſt-off lover: my bread and drin 
in it, is not ſo much worth, that I ſhould nat loath the inns 
and pack up my deſires for Chriſt, that I have fent out to ib 

feckleſs creatures in it. Grace, grace be with you. | 
fberd. 1637, Your aſfectionate brother and Chriſt's : 
NON ts | „ priſoner, 8. R 

131. Tathe Laird ef CALLY, : 

Much honoured Sir, © 5 


en 

RACE, mercy and peace be to yon. I long to hear ho! 
g your ſoul proſpereth : I have that confidence, that you 
ſoul mindeth Chriſt and falvation ; I beſeech you in the Lord 
give more pains and diligence to fetch heaven, than the countr 
ſort of lazy profeſſors, who think their own faith and their ov 
codlineſs, becauſe it is their own, beſt ; and content themtely: 
with a coldrife cuſtom and courſe, with a reſolution to ſumm 
and winter in that fort of profeſſion that the multitude and th 

times favour moſt ; and are ſtill ſhaping and clipping and car 
ing their faith,” according as it may beſt ſtand with the 
ſummer ſun and a whole {kin and ſo breathe out hot and co 
in God's matters, according to the courſe of the times: this 
their compals they fail toward heaven by, inſtead of a bette 
Worthy and dear Sir, ſeparate yourſelf from ſuch, and ben 
yourſelf to the utmoſt of your ſtrength and breath, in runn 
f ſt for ſalvation; and in taking Chriſt's kingdom, ule violenc 
It coſt Chriſt and all his followers ſharp ſhowers and hot ſweat 
cre they won to the top of the mountain : but ſtill our ſoft n 
ture would have heaven coming to our bed-fide, when we * 
llecping, and lying down with us, that we might go to heard 
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way, and ſharp ſtorms, that did take the hide off their face, 
and found to's and fro's, and up's and down's, and many by the 
way, It is impoſſible a man can take his luſts to heaven with 
bim; ſuch wares as theſe will not be welcome there. O how 
lth are we to forgo our packalds and burdens, that hinder us 
bo run our race with patience ! It is no ſmall matter to diſpleaſe 
nnd anger nature, that we may pleaſe God, O if it be hard to 
un one foot or half an inch, out of our own will, our own wit, 

out of our own eaſe, and worldly luſts; and ſo to deny our 

if and to ſay, It is not I but Chriſt, not I but grace, not I but 
8 God's glory, not I but God's love conſtraining me, not I but 
e Lord's word, not I but Chriſt's commanding power as King. 
all in me! O what pains ; and what a death is it to nature, to turn 
me, myſelf, my luſt, my eaſe, my credit, over into my Lord, 
ny Saviour, my King and my God, my Lord's will, my Lord's 
grace! But alas, that idol, that whoriſh creature, myſelf, is 
the maſter-1dol we all bow to, What made Evah miſcarry ? 
And what hurried her headlong upon the forbidden fruit but 
that wretched thing, herſelf ? what drew that brother murder- 


on to corrupt their ways ? who but themſelves, and their own 
pleaſure? What was the cauſe of Solomon's falling into idola- 
ty, and multiplying of ſtrange wives? what but himſelf, whom 
be would rather pleaſe than God? What was the hook that 
took David and ſnared him firſt in adultery, but his ſelf-luſt z 
and then in murder, but his ſelf- credit and felf-honour ? What 
ed Peter on to deny his Lord? was it not a piece of himſelf, 
ind ſelf-love to a whole ſkin ? What made Judas ſell his Mat. 
ter for thirty pieces of money, but a piece of ſelf-love, idoli- 
ung of avaricious ſelf ? What made Demas to go off the 


ore and love of gain for himſelf. Every man blameth the de- 
vl for bis fins; but the great devil, the houſe-devil of every 
man, the houſe-devil that eateth and lyeth in every man's bo- 
ſom, is that idol that killeth all, himſelf. O bleſſed are they, 
vho can deny themſelves, and put Chriſt in the room of them. 
ſelves! O would to the Lord, I had, not a myſelf, but Chriſt 
not a my luſt, but Chriſt; not a my eaſe, but Chriſt; not a my 
honour, but Chriſt! O ſweet word | Gal, ii. 20. J live 12 


wre, but Chrift liveth in me! O if every one would put away 


limſelf, his own ſelf, his own eaſe, his own pleaſure, his own 
credit, and his own twenty things, his own hundred things, 
that he ſetteth up as idols above Chriſt | Dear Sir, I know ye 
Wl be looking back to your old ſelf, and to your ſelf.luſt and 
lkif.idol, that ye ſet up in the luſts of youth, above Chriſt. 

orthy Sir, pardon this my freedom of love. God is my witneſs, 


that 


1 warm clothes; but all that came there found wet feet by the 


er to kill Abel? that wild himſelf, What drove the old world 


way of the goſpel, to embrace this preſent world? even ſelf- 
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that it is out of an earneſt deſire after your ſoul's eternal welfare 
that I uſe this freedom of ſpeech : your ſun, I know, is lower 
and your evening ſky and ſun-ſetting nearer than when I ſay 
you laſt ; ſtrive to end your taſk before night, and to make 
Chriſt yourſelf, and to ac juaint your love and your heart with 
the Lord. Stand now by Chriſt and his truth, when ſo many 
fall foully, and are falſe to him. I hope, ye love him and his 
truth, let me have power with you to confirm you in him. I think 
more of my Lord's ſweet croſs, than of a crown of gold, and à 
free kingdom lying to it. Sir, I remember you in my prayers 
to the Lord, according to my promiſe; help me with your 
prayers, that our Lord would be pleaſed to bring me amongſt 
you again, with the goſpel of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you, 

Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweeteſt Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


132. Jo JOHN GORDON / WCardoneſs, younger. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord, 1 
Y RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I long exceedingly 
to hear of the caſe of your foul, which bath a large ſhare 
both of my prayers and careful thoughts. Sir, remember that 
a precious treaſure and prize is upon this ſhort play that ye are 
now upon; even the eternity of well or wo to your ſoul ſtandeth 
upon the little point of your ill or well employed ſhort and fwitt 
poſting ſand-glats : ſeek the Lord while he may be found; the 
Lord waiteth upon you. Your foul is of no little price; gold 
nor filver, of as much bounds as would cover the higheſt hea- 
vens round about, cannot buy it. To live as others do, and to 
be free of open ſins, that the world crieth ſhame upon, will not 
bring you to heaven; as much civility and country-diſcretion 
as would ly between you and heaven, will not lead you one foot 
or one inch above condemned nature: and therefore take pany 
upon ſeeking of ſalvation, and give your will, wit, humour, the 
green defires of youth's pleaſures, off your hand to Chriſt, It 
is not poſſible for you to know, till experience teach you, how] 
dangerous a time youth is: it is like green and wet timber; when 
Chriſt caſteth fire on it, it taketh not fire. There is need hers 
of more than ordinary pains; for corrupt nature hath a good back 
friend of youth; and ſinning againſt light will put out your can- 
dle and ſtupify your conſcience, and bring upon it more cover- 
ings and ſkin, and leſs feeling and ſenſe of guiltineſs; and when 
that is done, the devil is like a mad horfe, that hath broken the 


bridle, and runneth away. with his rider whither he liſteth: Wo 
Learn to know that which the apoſtle knew, the deceitfulne!s MW: 
of fin: ſtrive to make prayer, and reading, and holy company» Win 
and holy conference your delight; and when delight cometh in, Wh 
ye ſhall by little and little ſincll the ſweerneſs of Chriſt, till at WM bu, 


length your ſoul be over head and cars in Chriſt's ſwecrngh? 1 
then 
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ven ſhall ye be taken up to the top of the mountain with the 
Lord, to know the raviſhments of ſpiritual love, and the glory 

ind excellency of a ſeen, revealed, felt and embraced Chriſt ; 

aud then ye ſhall not be able to looſe yourſelf off Chriſt, and to 
bnd your ſoul to old lovers: then, and never till then, are all 

the paces, motions, walkings and wheels of your foul in a right 

ne, and in a ſpiritual temper. But if this world and the luſts 

thereof be your delight, I know not what Chriſt can make of 
jou z ye cannot be metal to be a veſſel of glory and mercy, As 
the Lord liveth, thouſand thouſands are beguiled with ſecurity, 
hecauſe God, and wrath, and judgment are not terrible to them. 

Stand in awe of God, and of the warnings of a checking and 

rebuking conſcience; make others to ſee Chriſt in you, moving, 

doing, ſpeaking and thinking; your actions will ſmell of him, 

he be in you: there is an inſtinct in the new-borh babes 

of Chriſt like the inſtinct of nature, that leads birds to build 
their neſts, and bring up their young, and love ſuch and fuch 
aces, as woods, forefts and wilderneſſes, better than other 
places : the inſtinCt. of nature maketh a man love his mother- 
country, above all countries; the inftin& of renewed nature, 
nd ſupernatural grace, will lead you to ſuch and ſuch works, 
s to love your country above, to ſigh to be clothed with your 
houſe not made with hands, and to call your borrowed priſon 
here below, a borrowed priſon; and to look upon it ſervant-like 
aid pilgrim-like : and the pilgrim's eye and look is a diſdainful- 
like diſcontented-caft of his eye; his heart crying after his eye, 
Fr, fy, this is not like my country. I recommend to you the 
nending of a hole, and reforming of a failing, one or other, 
trery week; and put off a fin for a piece of it, as of anger, 
vrath, luſt, intemperance, every day, that ye may more eaſily 
maſter the remnant of your corruption. God hath given you a 
vite; love her, and let her breaſts ſarisfy you: and for the Lord's 
lake, drink no waters but out of your own ciſtern ; ſtrange wells 
re poiſon. Strive to learn ſome new way againſt your corrup- 


en ton, from the man of God, M. W. D. or other ſervants of 


ers Wl Cod: ſleep not ſound, till ye find yourſelf in that caſe, that ye 
ck dare look death in the face, and durſt hazard your ſoul upon e- 
an: kernity: Jam ſure many ells and inches of the ſhort thread of your 
er- lie are by hand, fince I faw you: and that thread hath an end, 


the breadth to the end of it: when hearing, and ſeeing, and the 
th. uter-walls of the clay-houſe ſhall fall down, and life ſhall ren- 
der the beſieged caſtle of clay to death and judgment, and ye 


07) ud your time worn ebb and run out, what thoughts then will 
in, e have of idol pleaſures, that poſſibly are now ſweet ? What 
[1 at dad or hire would ye then give for the Lord's favour? and what 


rice would ye then give for pardon ? It were not amiſs te 
| think, 


and ye have no hands to caſt a knot, and add one day or a finger- 
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think, © What if I were to receive a doom, and to enter into: 
furnace of fire and brimſtone ? what if it come to this, that! 
ſhall have no portion but utter darkneſs? and what if I be 
brought to this, to be baniſhed from the preſence of God, and 
and to be given over to God's ſerjeants, the devil, and the pay. 
er of the ſecond death? Put your ſoul by ſuppoſition; in ſuch 
a caſe, and conſider what horror would take hold of you, and 
what then ye would eſteem of pleaſing yourſelf in the courſe of 
fin ! O dear Sir, for the Lord's ſake awake to live righteouſly, 
and love your poor foul ! and after ye have ſeen this my letter, 
ſay with yourſelf, The Lord will ſeek an account of this warn- 
ing I have received. Lodge Chriſt in your family. Receive no 
ſtranger hireling as your paſtor, I bleſs your children. Grace 
be with you. | | 
Aberd. 1637. ' Your lawful and lowing paſtor, S. R. 


133. To my Lord BOYD. 
My very honourable and good Lord. EY 
C89 mercy and peace be to your Lordſhip. Out of the 
worthy report that I hear of your Lordſhip's zeal for this 
borne-dowu and oppreſſed goſpel, I am bold to write to your 
Lordſhip, beſeeching you by the mercies of God, by the hon- 
our of your royal and princely King Jeſus, by the ſorrows, tears 
and deſolation of your afflicted mother-church, and by the 


peace of your conſcience, and your joy in the day of Chriſt, that 
Four Lordſhip would go on, in the ſtrength of Jour Lord, and 


in the power of his might, to beſtir yourſelf, for the vindicat- 

ing of the fallen honour of your Lord Jeſus. O bleſſed hands 

for evermore, that ſhall help to put the crown upon the head 
of ' Chriſt again, in Scotland. I dare promiſe in the name of 

our Lord, that this ſhall faſten and fix the pillars and the ſtakes 

of your own honourable houſe upon the earth, if you lend, and 

lay in pledge in Chriſt's hand (upon ſpiritual hazard) life, eſtate, 

houſe, honour, credit, moyen, friends, the, favquf of men (ſup- 

poſe kings with three crowns) ſo being ye may bear witneſs, 

and acquit yourſelf as a man of valour and courage, to the Prince 

of your ſalvation, for the purging of his tetnple, and ſweeping 

out the lordly Diotrephes's, time-courting Demas's, corrupt Hy- 
meneus's, and Philetus's, and other ſuch oxen, that with their 

dung defile the temple of the Lord. Is not Chriſt now crying, 

who will help me? who will come out with me, to take part 
with me, and ſhare in the honour of my victory over theſe mine 

enemies, who have ſaid, We will not have this man to rule o 

ver us? My very honourable and dear Lord, join, join (as Je 

do) with Chriſt; he is more worth to you, and your poſterity 

than this world's May-flewers, and withering riches and 426 

our, 
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aur, that ſhall go away as ſmoke, and evaniſh in a night viſion, 


nd ſhall in one half hour, after the blaſt of the archangel's 
trumpet, ly in white aſhes. Let me beſeech your Lordſhip to 


dow to great and endleſs eternity, and conſider, if a worldly 
price (ſuppoſe this little round clay-globe of this aſhy and dirty 
zarth, the dying idol of the fools of this world, were all your 
own) can be given for one ſmile of Chriſt's God-like and ſoul- 
mriſhing countenance; in that day, when ſo many joints and 
knees of thouſands wailing ſhall ſtand before Chriſt, trembling, 
ſhouting; and making their prayers to hills and mountains, to 
fall upon them, and hide them from the face of the Lamb. O 
how many would fell lordſhips and kingdoms that day, and buy 
Chriſt! But, oh, the market ſhall be cloſed and ended ere then 
four Lordſhip hath now a bleſſed venture, of winning court 


wich the Prince of the kings of the earth: he himſelf weeping, 
ruth borne down and fallen in the ſtreets, and an opprefled got- 


x, Chriſt's bride, with watery eyes, and ſpoiled of her veil, 
her hair hanging about her eyes, forced to go in ragged appar- 
, the baniſhed, filenced and impriſoned prophets of God, who 
tare not the favour of liberty to propheſy in ſackcloth ; all theſe, 
| ay, call for your help. Fave not worms of clay, the moth. 
ſhall eat them as 4 garment z let the Lord be your-fear, he ts 
with you, and ſhall fight for you: thus ſhall ye cauſe the bleſ- 
ing of thoſe, who are ready to periſh, come upon you; and ye 


lhe Lamb and his armies are with you, and the kingdoms of 


viel, nor another ſaving- truth, than that which ye contend for. 
dare hazard my*heaven and ſalvation upon it, that this is the 
my ſaving way to glory. Grace, grace be wich your Lordſhip. 

Aberdeen, 1637 Your Lordſbip's at all reſpective 
1 9 bbedience in Chri, 8. R. 


134 To ROBERT GORDON, Baullie. of Air. 
Worthy Sir, F a 
(5 ACE, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear from 
A you ; our Lord is with his aMlicted kirk, ſo that this bur- 
ung buſh is not conſumed to aſhes. I know, ſubmiſſive on- 
Rating for the Lord, ſhall at length ripen the joy and deliver- 
ner of his own, who are truly bleſſed on-waiters: what is the 
u and miſcarrying hope of all them, who are not in Chriſt, 
u confuſion and wind? O how pitifully and miſerably are the 


dren of this world beguiled, whoſe wine cometh home to 


ay water, and their gold braſs and tin! and what wonder, 
"t hopes builded upon ſand ſhould fall and fink ? It were good 
raus all to abandon the forlorn, and blafted, and withered 


B b hope 


aw by the lap of time's curtain; and look in through that wine | 


hall make the heart of your mother-church to ſing for jb». 
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lhe earth are the Lord's. I am petluaded, there is not another 
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hope, we have had in the creature; and let us henceforth come 
and drink water out of our own well, even the fountain of liz. 
ing waters, and build ourſelves and our hope upon Chriſt our 
rock. But, alas, that natural love, that we have to this byr. 
1 owed home, that we were born in; and that this clay city, the 
vain earth, ſhould have the largeft thare of our heart | Our poor, 
lean and empty dreams of contidence in fomething beſide God, 
are no further travelled than up and down the naughty and feck. 
lels creatures. God may fay of us, as he ſaid, Amos vi. 13. 7; 
rejoice in a thing of nought. Surely we ſpin our ſpiler's web with 
pain, and. build our rotten and tottering houſe upon a lie, and 
falſhood, and vanity. O when will we learn to have thoughts 
higher than the ſun and moon; and learn our joy, hope, conf. 
dence, and our. ſoul's deſires, to look up to our beft country, 
and to look down on clay-tents ſet up for a night's lodging er 
two in this uncouth land, and laugh at our childiſh conceptions 
and imaginations, that ſuck our joy out of creatures, wo, ſor- 
row, loſſes, and grief! O ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus! O faireſt God- 
head ! O flower of men and angels ! why are we ſuch ſtrangers 
to, and far- off beholders of thy glory? O it were our happineſs 
for evermore, that God would caſt a peſt, a botch, a'leprofy, 
upon our part of this great whore, a fair and well buſked world, 
that clay might no longer deceive us! But O that God may 
burn and blaſt our. hope hereaway, rather than our hope ſhould 
live to burn us] Alas, the wrong fide of Chriſt (to ſpeak fo) 
his black ſide, his ſuffering ſide, his wounds, his bare coat, his 
wants, his wrongs, the oppreſſions of men done to him, are 
turned towards men's eyes; and they fee not the beſt and fairelt 
ſide of Chriſt, nor ſee they his amiable face and his beauty, that 
men and angels wonder at. Sir, lend your thoughts to theſe 
thiags, and learn to contemn this Kn and to turn your eyes 
and heart away from beholding the maſked beauty of all things 
under time's law and doom. See him who'is inviſible, and his 
inviſible things; draw by the curtain, and look in with liking 
and longing to a kingdom undefiled, that fadeth not away, re 
ſerved for you in heaven: this is worthy of our pains, and wor- 
thy of your. ſoul's fweating, and labouring, and ſeeking after 
night and day. Fire will fly over the earth, and all that is! 
it, even deſtruction from the Almighty. Fy,,, fy, upon that 
hope, that ſhall be drigd up by the root! Fy upon drunken 
| night-bargains, aud the drunken and mad covenants, that fin 
| ners make with death and hell after cups. And when men 
ſouls are mad and drunken with the love of this lawlels life, the 
think to make a neſt for their hopes, and take quarters and con 

(it:ons of hell and death, that they ſhall have eaſe, long life 

peace; and in the morning, when the laſt trumpet ſhall awake 

+244), then they rue the block. It is time, and high time N 

| yo 
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ou to think upon death and your accounts, and to remember: 
Fhat ye are, where ye will be before the year of our Lord'1700.. 
[hope ye are thinking upon this. Pull at your ſoul, and draw, 
+ aſide from the company that it is with, and whiſper into 
it news of eternity, death, judgment, heaven and hell. Grace, 
grace be with you. . EAT . b 

" Aberd. 1637. _ Yours in his facet Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 


133. To ALEXANDER GORDON I "Earlfloun. + 


Much honoured Sir, _ | 4 
4 ACE, mercy and peace be to you. It is like, if ye, the 
gentry and nobility of this nation, be men in the ſtreets 
as the word ſpeaketh) for the Lord, that he will now deliver 
tis flock, and gather] in his ſcattered ſheep, from the hands 
of cruel and rigorous lords, that have ruled over them with 
force. O that, mine eyes might ſee the moon light turn to the 
icht of the {un ! But I ſtill fear, the quarrel of a broken cove- 
unt in Scotland, ſtandeth before the Lord; however it be, I 
nouch it before the world, that he tabernacle of the Lord ſhall 
ain be in the midſt of Scotland, and the glory of the Lord 
hall dwell in beauty, as the light of many days in one, in this 
nd. O what could my ſoul defire more, next to my Lord 
leſus, while Jam in this fleſh, but that Chriſt and his kingdom. 
night be great amongſt Jews and Gentiles; and that the iſſos 
and amongſt them, overclouded and darkned Britain) might 
we the glory of a noon-day's ſun ! O that I had any thing 
Fill not except m | part in, Chriſt) to wadfet or lay in pledge, to 
rdeem and buy ſuch glory to my higheſt and royal Prince, my 
meet Lord clus? "My poor little heaven were well beſtowed; 
Fit could ſtand 2,pawn for ever, to ſet on high the glory of mi 
lord; but 1 know he needeth'not wages nor hire at my hand; 
fea, | know, if my eternal glory could weigh down in weight, 
ls alone, ajl.the eternal glory of the bleſied angels, and of all 
lie ſpirits of Ju t and, perfect men, glorified and to be glorified; 
0, alas | how fr am Engaged to forego it for, and give it oer 
lo Chriſt, ſo being he might thereby be ſer on high above ten 
louſand 08 lch of millions of heavens, in the conqueſt ot 
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many, many nations tö his kingdom O that his kingdom would 


ume? O that all the world would ſtoop before him! O blefled 
lands that ſhall put the crown up Chriſt's head in Scotland! 


Wt alas! I can ſcarce get leave to ware my love on him: I can 
Ind no ways to out my Tao Cherie? and my love, that I 
fink jt no bairn's play to be jungered with Chriſt's love: to 
bre him and to want him, wanteth little of hell. I am ſure, 
 knoweth, how my joy would ſwell upon me, from a little 
Fell to a great ſea, to have as much of his love, ard as wide a 
al anſwerable to comprehend it, till I cried, Held Lord, no 
; B b 2 mo-. 
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more. But I find, he will not have me to be mine own ſtewati, d 
nor mine own carver: Chriſt keepeth the keys of Chriſt o (vb 
ſpeak ſo)and of his own love, and he is a wiſer diſtributer thay WM hor 
I can take up: I know, there is more in him than would make ! 
me run- over like a coaſt-full ſea, I were happy for evermore, Wl ub 
to get leave to ſtand but beſide Chriſt and his love, and to look {Ml nd 


in, ſuppoſe I were interdicted of God to come near, touch or 
embrace, kiſs or ſet to my finful head, and drink myſelf drun- Ml ind 
ken with that lovely thing. God ſend me that which I would Ml be 
have; for I now verily ſee, more clearly than before, our folly 
in drinking dead waters, and in playing the whore with our ſoul 
love upon running-out wells, and broken ſheards of creature ill ve 
of yeſterday, whom time will unlaw, with the penalty of loſing 
their being and natural ornaments. Ol when a ſouls love is 
itching (to ſpeak ſo) for God, and when Chriſt in his boundlek 
and bottomleſs love, beauty and excellency, cometh and rub. 
beth up and exciteth that love, What can be heaven, if this be 
not heaven ? I am ſure, this bit fełkleſs narrow and ſhort love 
of regenerated ſinners, was born for no other end, but to breathe, 
and live, and loye, and dwell in the. boſom avg betwixt the 
breaſts of Chriſt. Where is there a bed or a lodging for the 
ſaints love, but Chriſt ? O that he would take ourlelyes off on 
hand? for neither we nor the creatures can be either due cons 
queſt, or lawful heritage to love : Chriſt, and none but Chriſt 
is Lord and proprietor of it. Ob, alas, haw itiful is it, that fe 
much of our love goeth by hig! O but we be wretched-waſters 
of our ſoul's love]! I know, it is the depth of bottomleſs and 
unſearchable providence, that the ſaints are ſuffered to play the 
| whore from God, and that their love goetb a hunting, whe! 

God knoweth, it thatl coſt nothing of that at ſupper-tinie. The 
renewed would have it otherwile ; and why is it ſo, ſeeing ou 
Lord can keep us without noddin tottering or reeling, or al) 
fall at all? Our deſires, T hope, . moan with perfection; but 
God vill have our ſins an office-haufe for God's grace, and hat 
made fin a matter of an uplay and. penalty y: for the Son of God's 
blood : and howbeit our. fin ſhould, be our ſorrow, yet there i! 
a ſort of acquieſcing ang refi ſting No God's diſpenſation re 
quired of us, that there is ſu cb 1 5 us as fan, whereupo 
mercy, forgiveneſs, Kealing”- curing, in our ſweet Phyſician 
may find a field to work-upon, | bat a deep is here, thi 
created wit cannot take up However matters go, it is our haf 
pineſs to win new ground daily j in Chriſt's love, and to purchalt 
a new piece of it daily, and to add conqueſt to conquelſt, till ou 

Lord Jeſus and we be ſo near other, that Satan ſhall not dra 
a itraw or a thread betwixt us. And for myſelf, I have nc 
greater joy, in my well- favoured bonds for Chriſt, than that 
Know, tine [hall put him and me together; 3 and that my low 
at 
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ad longing hath rqom and liberty amidſt my bonds. and foes 
(whereof there are not a few here of all ranks) to go viſit the 
borders, and outer coaſts of my Lord Jeſus's country ! and ſee; 
it leaſt afar off and darkly, the country which ſhall be mine 
aheritance, which is my Lord Jeſus's due, both through birth 
nd conqueſt. I dare ayouch to all that know God, that the 
fints know not the length and largeneſs ot the ſweet earneſt, 
and of the ſweet green ſheayes before the hapveſt, that might 
de had on this fide of the water, if we would take more pains ; 
and that we all go to heaven with leſs earneſt, and lighter purſ- 
of the hoped-for ſummer, than otherwiſe we might do, if 
stack more pains to win further in upon Chriſt, in this pil - 
image of our abſence from him. Grace, grace and glory be 
pour portion. | my | 


Aberdeen, 1637; 2 570 Tur in his ſrueet 
| . 3 12 Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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136. To JOHN, LAWRIE 
a Dear brother, Hy. Lada. 


Am ſorry that ye, or fo many in this kingdom, ſhould ex- 

pect ſo much ot me, an empty reed: verily I am a naughty 
ud poor body; but if the tinkling of my Lord Jeſus's iron 
chains an legs and arms could ſound the high praiſes of my royal 
King, whoſe priſoner I am, O how would my joy run over I if 
ny Lord would bring edification to one ſoul by my bonds, I 
un ſatisfied; but I knaw not what I can do to ſuch a princely 
ad beautiful Well-beloved; he is far behind with me. Little 
tanks to me, to ſay to others, his wind bloweth on me, who 
uw but witheredh and dry bones: but ſince ye deſire me to write 
lo yau, either help me to ſet Chriſt on high, for his running 
wer love, in that the heat of his ſweet breath hath melted a 
lrozen heart, elſe I think ye do nothing for a priſoner. I am 
fly confirmed, that it is the honour of our Law-giyer I ſuffer 
for now: Fam not aſhamed to give out letters of recommenda- 
lon of Chriſt's love, to as many as will extol the Lord Jeſus and 


lis croſs. © If I had not failed this ſea-way to heaven, but had 
on ken the land-way, as many do, I ſhould not have known 
5 Chriſt's ſweetneſs in ſuch a weafure': but the truth is, let na 
a 


dan thank me; for 1 cauſed not Chriſt's wind to blow upon 
ne: his love came upon à werke creature, whether I would 
t not (and yet by coming it procured from me a welcome.) A 
heart of iron, and iron-doors, will not hold Chriſt out; I give 
lin leave to break iron-locks and come in, and that is all : and 
aon | know not, whether pain of love for want of poſſeſſion, 
* ſorrow that I dow not thank him, paineth me moſt : but 
it work upon me. For the 1/7, O that he would come, and 


latisfy 
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ſatisfy the longing ſoul, and fill the hungry with theſt $664 
things ! I know indeed, my guiltinefs may be a bar in his way; 
but he is God, and ready to forgive. And for the other, ue, 
wo is me, that I cannot find a heart to give back again m " 
worthy little love, for his great ſea- full of love to me: Othat 
he would learn me this piece of gratitude ! O that I could have 


leave to look in, through the hole of the door, to ſee his face, 


and fang his praiſes! or could break up one of his chamber-win. 
dows, to look in upon his deligbting beauty, till my Lord ſend 
more ! Any little communion” with him, one of his loveslocks 
ſhould be my begun heaven. I know, he is not lordly, neither 
is the Bridegroom's love proud, though be black and unlove. 
ly and unworthy of him, I would ſrek but leave, and w 
grace, to ſpend my love upon him. I counſel you to think 
highly of Chriſt, and of free, free grace, more than ye did be: 
fore; for I know that Chriſt is not known amongſt us. I think 
I ſee more of Chriſt than ever I ſaw ; and yet I fee but little of 
what may be ſeen ; O that he would draw by the curtains, and 
that the King would come out of his'gallery and PER that1 
might ſee bim Chriſt's love js young glory and. oung heaven: 
It would ſoften hell's pain to be filled with it. What would! 
refuſe to ſuffer, if could but get a draught i at my heatt's 
deſire? O what price can be given for bim! Angels cannot 
weigh him; O his weight, his worth, his ſweetneſs; his over? 
paſling beauty! If men alid angels woke: come, and look to 
that great and princely One, their ebbneſs would nieder take up 


his depth, their narrownefs would never comprehend ils breadth 


heighth and length: if ten thoufand thonfand worlds of an- 


gels were created, then might all tire themſelves in wondering” 


at his beauty, and begin Again to wonder of new. O thit 
could win nigh him, to kiſs his feet, to Rear his voice; to find 


the ſmell of his ointments ! But, oh, : alas, 1 have little, little of 


him! yet Ilong for more, Kemember my bonds, and help me 
with your prayers ; for I would 3 10 eilt ge my ſad 
hours, with the joy of my welvet adverfartes. Grace de die you. 
Aberdeen, Jun en n n e urx ins Bet Nevect Loc 
1637. 1 6 3961 tet 100 S 8. K 
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137. To Mr. e Fs NG e *. 


Reverend and auell. beleuad in dur: Lond. 
RACE, mercy and pence be to hoννõ 1 receiyed your Iet« 


ter, which hath refreſhed- me in my bonds. I cannot but 
teſtify unto you, my dear brother, | what ſweetneſs I find in our 


Maſter's croſs ; but, alas, what can l either do or ſuffer for him £: 


if I my alone had as many lives, as there have been drops o 


rain fince the creation, I would think them toa little for chat 
lovely 
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mely One, our Well- beloved; but my pain and my ſorrow is 

ove my ſufferings, that I find not ways to ſet out the praiſes 

of his love to others: I am not able, by tongue, pen, or ſuffer- 

ns, to provoke many to fall in love with him; but he know- 
ab, whom ] love to ſerve in the Spirit, what I would do, and 

fer by his own ſtrength, ſo being 1 might make my Lord Je- 
ſus lovely and ſweet to many thouſands in this land. I think it 
mongſt God's wonders, that he will take any praiſe or glory, 
x any teſtimony to his honourable cauſe, from ſuch a forlorn 
inner as I am : but when Chriſt worketh, he needeth not aſæ 
the queſtion, by whom he will be glorious ; I know, ſeeing his 
gory at the beginning did ſhine out of poor nothing, to ſet up 

ck a fair houſe for men and angels, and fo many glorious 

reatures to proclaim his goodnefs, power and wiſdom, if I 

rere burnt to aſhes, out of the fmoke and powder of my diſſol- 

ied body, he could raiſe glory to himſelf his glory is his end; 

ah that I could join with him, to make it my end! I would 
kink that fellowſhip with him ſweet and glorious. But alas! 
w know the guiltineſs that is on my part; it is a wonder, that 
this good cauſe hath not been marred and ſpilt, in my foul hands: 
but 1 rejoice in this, that my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath found ſome- 
king ado, even a ready market for his free grace, and incom- 
able and matchlefs mercy, in my wants: only my lothſome 
retchedneſs and my wants have qualified me for Chriſt, and 
heriches of his glorious grace; he behoved to take me for no- 
ling, or elſe to want me:; few know the unſeen and private 
ſeckonings betwixt Chriſt and me; yet his love, his boundleſs 
be would not bide away, nor ſtay at home with himſelf ! and 
et I dow not make it welcome, as I ought, when it is come 
nſent-for and without hire. How, joyful is my heart, that ye 
rite, ye are deſirous to join with me in praiſing ; for it is cha- 
ty to help a dyvour to pay bis debts; but when all have help- 
me, my name ſhalb ſtand in his count- book under ten thou- 
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4 and thouſands of ſums nnpaid ; but it eaſeth my heart, that 
s dear ſervants will but ſpeak. of my debts to fuch a ſweet 


editor. I deſire, he may lay me in his own balance and 


R. eh me, if I would not fain have a feaſt of his boundleſs love 
> fade to my own foul, and tg many others. One thing I know, 
chan not all be able to come near bis excellency with eye, 


heart or tongue; for he is above all created thoughts; all nati- 
ts before him are as nothing, and leſs than nothing; he fitteth 


f 10 the circuit of heaven, and the inhabitants of the earth are 
t braſhoppers before him * O that men would praiſe him! 
F complain of your private caſe: alas, Iam not the man, who 
N T 


ſpeak to ſuch an one as ye are: any ſweet preſence I have 


of Wil in this town, is (I know) for this cauſe, that I might expreſs 
85 Wd make it known to others; but I never find myſelf nearer 


5 Chriſt, 


„ 
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times bleſſed are they, who are honoured of Chriſt to be faith 


| Maſter, and to come out, and call yourſelf Chriſt's man, whe 
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Chriſt, that royal and princely One, than after a great weight 
and ſenſe of deadneſs, and graceleſſneſs: I think, the ſenſe gf 
our wants, when withal we have a reſtleſſneſs, and a ſort of ſyi. 
ritual impatience under them, and can make a din; becauſe we 
want him whom our ſoul loveth, is that which maketh an open 
door to Chriſt; and when we think, we are going backward, Wt! 
becauſe we feel deadneſs, we ire going forward: for the more 
ſenſe, the more life, and no ſenſe argueth no life. There is 
no ſweeter fellowſhip with Chriſt, than to bring our wounds 
and our ſores to him. But for myſelf, I am aſhamed of Chrift's 
goodneſs and love, ſince the time of my bonds; for he hath 
been pleaſed to open up new treaſures of love and felt ſweetneſs, 
and given viſitations of love, and acceſs to himſelf, in this ſtrange 
land. I would think a fill of his love, young and green hes. 
ven; and when he is pleaſed to come, and the tide is in, and 
the ſea full, and the King and a poor priſoner together in the 
houſe of wine, the black tree of the croſs is not ſo heavy 283 
feather. I cannot, I dow not, but give Chriſt an honourable 
teſtimony : I ſee, the Lord can ride through his enemies bands, 
and triumph in the ſufferings of his own and that this blind 
world ſeeth not, that ſuffeting is Chriſt's atmotif, wherein he 
is victorious : and they that contend with Zion ſee not what he 
is doing, when they are ſet to work, as under- ſmiths and fer- 
vants, to the work of fefining of the ſaints, (Satan's Hand alſo 
by them is at the melting of our Lord's veſſels of mercy) and 
their office in God's houſe, it is to ſcour and cleanſe veſſels for 
the King's table. I marvel not to fee them triumph; and fit 
at eaſe in Zion; our Father muſt lay up his rods, and keep 
them carefully for his own uſe; our Lord cannot want fire in 
his houſe ;z his furnace is in Zion, and his fire in Jeruſalem! 
but little know the adverſaries the counſel and thoughts of the 
Lord. And for your complaints of your miniſtry, 1 now think 
all I did too little: plainneſs, freedom, watchfulneſs, fidelity 
ſhall ſwell upon you, in exceeding large comforts, in your ſuf 
ferings : the feeding of Chriſt's lambs in private viſitations, and 
catechiſing, in painful preaching, and fair, honeſt and free 
warning of the flock, is a ſufferer's garland, O ten thouſand 


ful and painful, in wooing a bride to Chriſt ! My dear brother 
I know, ye think more on this, than I can; and I rejoice that 
your purpoſe is, in the Lord's ſtrength, to back your wrongec 


fo many are now denying him, as fearing that Chriſt cannot de 

for himſelf and them. I am a loſt man for ever, or this, this 'Y 

the way to ſalvation, even this way that they call hereſy, that 

men do now mock and ſcoff at. I am confirmed now, that 

Chriſt will accept of his ſervants ſufferings as good _—_— 
7 


* 
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im, at, the day of his appearance; and that ere it be long he 
vill be upon us all, and men in all their blacks and whites ſhall 
be brought out before God, angels and men. Our maſter is 
it fir off: Oh if we could wait on, and be faithful ! The good 
will of him who dwelt in the buſh, the tender favour and love, 
the grace of dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you. Help me with 
jour prayers | and detire, from me, other brethren, to take 
courage for their Maſter, © © 5 


s Aberdeen, Aug. 15. *% ... Yours in his faveet 

_ 9.7 r N. 
hi HHH HH . ̃ ro —+ He 
J 138. To Mr. JOUN MEINE. 

e Morthy and dear brother, N f 


* CE, mercy and peace be to you: L have been too long 
in anſwering your letter, but other buſineſs took me up. 
[am here waiting, if the fair wind will turn upon Chriſt's ſails 
u Scotland 3 and if deliverance be breaking aut to this over- 
louded and benighted kirk. Oh that we could contend by 
myers and ſupplications with pur Lord for that effect! 1 know, 
e hath not given out his laſt doom againſt this land, I have 


heW't!: of Chriſt in this priſon, but groanings, and longings, and 
he ebres: all my ſtock of Chriſt is ſome hunger ſor him, (and 


cannot ſay, but I am rich in that) my faith, and hope, 


od holy bee vf new obedience, are ſcarce worth the ſpeak- 
nd Wy: of : ut blefſed be my Lord, who taketh me, light, and 
lor pped, and naughty, and feckleſs, as I am, I fee Chriſt will 
fir het prig with me, nor ſtand upon Repping-ſtones, but cometh. 
ep" at the broad-ſide withotlt ceremonies, or making it nice, to 
ine a poor ranſomed one his own...: O that I could feed upon 


bh - 81 1 P33 Tas 1 N 271 F 
th Wis breathing, andkiffing, aud embracing; and upon the hopes 


then meeting and His, when lovesletters ſhall not go betwixt 
ink but he ſhall de meſfenger himſelf: but there is required 
ty ence on our part, till the ſummer fruit in heaven be ripe for 
ui; it is in the bad, but there be many things to do before oue 


harveſt come: and” we take Ul with it, and can hardly endure 
b ſt our papet-face_ to one of Chriſt's ſtorms, and to go to 
leren with wet feet, and pain, and ſorrow.” , We love to car- 
heaven to heayen;withi, us, aud would have two ſummers in 
de year, and no lefs than two heavens;. but this will not be 
tus: one, and ſuch, an one, may ſuffice us well enough; the 
Man Chrilt gat but one only, and ſhall we have two? Remem- 
my love in Chriſt to your father, and help me with your 
Myers, If ye would be a deep divine, I recommend to you 
atifcation : fear him, and he ſhall reveal his covenant to you. 
bee be with you. © „ | Fr. 
dlerdeen, Jan. 5. Tura in his ſweet 
1637. | Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
Q 139. 75 
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239. To CARDONESS elder. 


M uch honoured Sir, 

RACE, 'mercy and peace be to you. I have longed ts 
hear from you, and to know the eſtate of your foul, and 

the eſtate of that people with you. I beſeech you, Sir, by the 
ſalvation of your precious ſou}, and the mercies of God, make 
good and ſure work of your ſalvation, and try upon what ground. 
ſtone ye have builded. Worthy and dear Sir, if ye be upon 
ſinking-ſand, a ſtorm of death, and a blaſt will Joſe Chriſt and 
you, and waſh you cloſe of the rock; O for the Lord's ſake, 
look narrowly to the work. Read over your life, with the light 
of God's day-light and ſun; : for ſalvation is not caften down at 
every man's door: it is good to look to your compaſs, and allye 
have need of, ere ye take ſhipping; for no wind can blow you 
back again. Remember, when the race is ended, and theplay 
either won or loſt, and ye are in the utmoſt circle and border 
of time, and hall put Sas foot within the march of etervity, 
and all the good things of your ſhort night-dream ſhall ſeem 
to you like athes of a blaze of thorns or ſtraw, and your poor 
ſoul ſhall be crying, Lodging, lodging, for God's ſake 3 then 
ſhall your ſoul be more glad at one of your Lord's lovely and 
homely ſmiles, than if ye had the charters of three worlds for 
all eternity. Let pleaſures and gain, will and deſires of this 
world, be put over in God's hands, as arreſted and fenced 
goods, that ye cannot intromit with. Now when ye ar: 
drinking the grounds of your cup, and ye are upon the ut- 
moſt ends of the laſt link of time, and old age, like death": 
lang ſhadow, is caſting a covering upon your days; it is no 
time to court this vain life, and to ſet love and heart upon it: 
it is near after ſupper; ſeek reſt and eaſe for your ſoul, in God 
through Chriſt. Believe me, I find it hard wreſtling, to- play 
fair with Chriſt, and to keep good quarters with him, and keep 
Jave to him in integrity and life, and to keep a conſtant courle 
of ſound and ſolid daily communion with Chriſt : temptations 
are daily breaking the thread of that courſe, and it is not caly 
to caſt a knot again, and many knots make evil work. O how 
f. ir have many ſhips been playing before the wind, that, in 4 
hour's ſpace, have been lying in the ſea bottom! How mai) 
profeſſors caſt a golden luſtre, as if they were pure gold, and 
vet are, under that ſkin and cover, but baſe and reprobate me 
tab! And how many keep breath in their Net many miles, aud 
yet come ſhort of the prize and the garland! Dear Hir, my ſoul 
would mourn in ſecret for you, fl knew your caſe with Go 
to be but falle work: love to have you anchored upon Chrilt 
maketh me fear your 40itering and ſtips : falſe under-water ne 


{cea, in the ground of an culightencd couſcicuce, ts Nane 5 
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ſo is often falling and ſinning agaiaſt light: know this, that h 
thoſe who never had ſick nights or days in conſcience for fin, 
cannot have but ſuch a peace with God, as will undercozt, and 
break the fleſh again, and end in a fad war at death. O how. 
fearfully are thouſands beguiled with falſe hide grown over old 
fins, as if the ſoul were cured and healed ! Near Sir, I ſaw ever 
nature mighty, lofty, heady and ſtrong in you; and it was more 
tor you to be mortified and dead to the world, than another 
common man: ye will take a low ebb, and a deep cut, and a 
Jong lance, to go to the bottom of your wounds, in ſaving hu- 
uliation, to make you a won prey for Chriſt. Be humbled, 
alk ſoftly ; down, down, for God's fake, my dear and worthy 
brother, with your top-ſail: ſtoop, ſtoop ;- it is a low entry to 
o in at heaven's gates: there is infinite juſtice in the party ye 
we to do with; it is not his nature to acquit the guilty and the 
nner: the law of God will not want one farthing of the ſinner: 
od forgetteth not both the cautioner and the ſinner ; and e- 
ry man muſt pay, either in his own perſon, (O Lord, fave 
ou from that payment!) or in his cautioner, Chriſt. It is vi- | 
lence to corrupt nature, for a man to be holy, to ly down un- I 
e Chriil's feet, to quit will, pleaſure, worldly love, earthly 
pe, and an itchipg of heart after this fairded and over-gild- 4 
d world, and to be content that Chriſt trample upon all. Come 4 
come into Chriſt, and fee what ye want, and find it in him: . 
e is the ſhort cut (as we uſe to ſay) and the neareſt way to an | 9 
uteate of all your burdens. I dare avouch, ye ſhall be dearly 1 
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ls wide as the utmoſt circle of the higbeſt heaven that con- 
„ neth all, to contain his love]! And yet I could hold little of 


b eleome to him; my foul would be glad to take part of the joy 

o ould have in him. 1 dare ſay, angels pens, angels tongues, . 

„es many worlds of angels, as there are drops of water in all | 

bes, and foufitains, and rivers of the earth, cannot paint 2 

1 im out to you: think, his ſweetneſs, ſince I was a priſoner, % 

0 ith ſwelled upon me to the greatneſs of two heavens : O for a 4 
| 


f O world's wonder ! O if my ſoul might but ly within the 
of his love, ſuppoſe T could get no more but the ſmell of 


O but jt is long to that day when I thall have a free world | 

Chriſt's love 1 O what a fight to be up in heaven, in that fair | 
I hard of the new paradiſe z. and to fee, and fmell, and touch, 1 
kiſs that fair field flower, that ever-green tree of life! His oY | | 

oF” b2dow were enough for me; a fight of him would be the | 

meſt of heaven to me. Fy, fy upon us that we have | «ve ly- | 

ruſting beſide us, or which is worſe, waſted upon lothſome | 
0 Mets, and Chriſt ſbould ly his alone. Wo, wo is me, that 1 
bath made ſo many mad-men, ſeeking the fool's paradiſe, 3 
under ice, and ſome good and defireable thing, without and | 

ſo g from Chriſt. Chriſt, Chriſt, nothing but Chriſt can cool 

| LEES our 
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our love's burning langour! O thirſty love! wilt thou ſet Chrig, 
the well of life, to thy head, and drink thy fill, drink aud 
ſpare not, drink love, and be drunken with Chriſt ? Nay, ala 
the diſtance betwixt us and Chriſt is death: O if we were elaſ 
in other's arms | We ſhould never twin again, except heaven 
twin'd and ſunder'd us; and that cannot be. I deſire your chil 
dren to ſeek this Lord; defire them from me to be requeſted 
for Chriſt's ſake, to be bleſſed and happy, and came and tak 
Chriſt, and all things with him; let them beware of glaſſy and 
{ſlippery youth, of fooliſh young motions, of worldly luſts, 0 
deceivable gain, of wicked company, of curling, lying, blaf 
pheming, and fooliſh talking; let them he filled with the 8p 
Tit, acquaint themſelves with daily praying, and with the ſtore 
houſe of wiſdom and comfort, the good word of God. Hel 
the ſouls of the poor people: O that my Lord would bring u 
again among them, that I might tell uncouth and great tales o 
Chriſt to them Receive not a ſtranger to preach any other doc 
trine to them, Pray for, me, his priſoner of hope. I pray fc 
you without ceaſing ; 1 write my bleſſing, eaxneſt prayers, th 
love of God and the ſweet preſence of Chriſt to you, and your 
and them. Grace, grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Your lanyful and loving paſtor, S. 


140. To the Earl of LOTHI AN. 


Right honourable and my very worthy and noble Lord, 

UT of the honourable and good report that I hear of yo 
Lordſhip's good-will and kindneſs, in taking to heart t 
honourable cauſe of Chriſt, and his afflicted church and wron| 
ed truth, in this land; I make bold to ſpeak a word in paper 
your Lordſhip at this diſtance, which I truft your Lordſhip v 
take in good part. It is your Lordſhip's honour and credit, 
put to your hand (as ye do, all hononr to God !) to the falli 
and tottering tabernacle of Chriſt, in this your mother-churc 
and to own Chriſt's wrongs, as your own wrongs. 0 bleff 
hand, which {hall wipe and dry the watery eyes of our weepll 
Lord Jeſus, now going mourning in ſackcloth in his membet 
in his ſpouſe, in his truth, and in the prerogative-royal of 
kingly power | he needeth not ſervice and help from men; b 
it pleateth his wiſdom to make the wants and loſſes, fores ! 
wounds of his ſpouſe, a field and an office-houſe for the zeal 
his ſe:vants to exerciſe themſelves in: therefore my noble 
dear Lord, go on, go on in the ſtrength of the Lord, againſt 
oppoſition, to fide with wronged Chriſt, The defending ? 
warding of ſtrokes off Chriſt, his bride, the King's daughtet 
like a piece of the reſt of the way to heaven, knotty, rough, i 


my, and full of thorns; many would follow Chriſt, but F. 
1 x 
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reſervation, that by open proclamation 'Chriſt would cry down 
croſſes, - and cry up fair-weather, and a ſummer-ſky and ſun, till 
WT ve were all _—_ landed at heaven, I know your Lordſhip hath 
bot ſo learned Chriſt, but that ye intend to fetch heaven, ſup- 
i poſe your father were ſtanding in your way; and to take it with 

the wind on your face; for ſo both ſtorm and wind was on the 
r face of your lovely Fore-runner, Chriſt, all his way. It is 
posible, the ſuccets anſwer not your deſire, in this worthy cauſe: 

what then ? Duties are ours, but events are the Lord's: and I 
"WM hope, if you, Lordſhip and others with you ſhall go on to dive 
cso the loweſt ground and bottom of the knavery and perfidious 
i treachery to Chriſt, of the curſed and wretched prelates, the 
WM Antichriſt's firſt-born, and the firſt fruit of his foul womb, and 
ball deal with our Sovereign (law going before you) for the rea- 
WY {onable and impartial hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaints, and ſet 
of yourſelves ſingly to ſeek the Lord and his face, your righteouſneſs 
hall break thro” the clouds, that prejudice hath drawn over it; 
of and ye ſhall, in the ſtrength of the Lord, bring our baniſhed and 
1 departing Lord Jeſus home again to his ſanctuary. Neither muſt 
I jour Lordſhip adviſe with fleſh” and blood in this; but wink, 

ind in the dark reach your hand to Chriſt, and follow him. Let 

not men's fainting diſcourage you, neither be afraid of mens 

canny wiſdom, who in this ſtorm take the neareſt ſhore, and go 


to the lee and calm ſide of the gaſpel, and hide Chriſt (if ever they 


had him) in their cabinets, as if they were aſhamed of him, or 

3s if Chriſt were ſtolen wares, and would bluſh before the ſun. 

My very dear and noble Lord, ye have rejoiced the hearts af 
many, that ye have made choice of Chriſt and his goſpel, where- 

ni ſuch great temptations do ſtand in your way: but I love your 
rl profeflion the better, that it endureth winds ; if we knew our- 
lives well, to want temptations is the greateſt temptation of 
„an: neither, is father nor mother, nor court, nor honour, in 
this overluſtered world, with all its paintry and fairding, any 

rc thing elſe, when they are laid in the balance with Chriſt, but 
W {cathers, ſhadows, night-dreams and ſtraws. O if this world 
knew the excellency, ſweetneſs and beauty of that high and lof- 
ly One, that faireſt among the ſons of men ! Verily they ſhould 
lee, if their love were bigger than ten heavens, all in circles 
vithout other, that it were all too little for Chriſt our Lord. 
hope your choice ſhalt not repent you, when life ſhall come to 
that twilight betwixt time and eternity, and ye ſhall ſee the ut- 


molt border of time, and ſhall draw the curtain, and look into 


eternity, and ſhall one day ſee God take the heavens in his 
lands, and fold them together, like an old holey garment, and 
let on fire this clay part of the creation of God, and conſume 
Way in ſmoke and aſhes the idol-hope of poor fools, who think 
itere is not a better country, than this low country of dying-clay. 


be 


tildren 
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Children cannot make compariſon aright bet wixt this life and 
that to come; and therefore the babes of this world, who ſee 
no better, mould in their own brain a heaven of their on coin, 
ing, becauſe they ſee no further than the neareſt fide of time, 
I dare lay in pawn my hope of heaven, that this reproached wy 
is the only way of peac:; I find it is the way that the Lord hath 
ſealed with his comforts, now in my bonds, for Chriſt ; and! 
yerily eſteem and find chains and fetrers for that lovely One, 
Chriſt,. to be watered over with ſweet conſolatjons, and the lore 
ſmiles of that lovely Bridegroom, for whoſe, coming we wilt! 
and when he cometh, then ſhall the blacks and whites of all 
men come before the ſun, then ſhall the Lord put a final deci- 
ſion upon the pleas that Zion hath with her adverſaries ; and xx 
faſt as time poſteth away (which neither fitteth, nor ſtandeth, 
nor fleepeth) as faſt is our hand-breadth of this ſhort winter- 
night flying away, and the ſky of our long laſting day drawing 
near its breaking, Except your Lordſhip be pleaſed to plead 
for me, againſt the tyranny of prelates, I {hall be forgotten in 
this priſon; for they did ſhape my doom according to their neu 
lawleſs canans, which is, that a deprived miniſter thall be utter. 
ly ſilenced, and no: preach at all; which is a cruelty contrary to 
their own former practices. Now, the only wiſe God, the very 
God of peace, confirm, ſtaengthen and eſtabliſh your Lord(bip, 
upon the Stone laid in Zion, and be with you for ever. 

Aberd, 1637, LYour Lordſbip's at all reſpectipe obedience 
n his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
+ ppp +p+++1+- 

| 141. To JEAN BROWN, | 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how 
your ſoul proſp-reth, I earneſtly defire your on going 
toward your country: I know, ye ſee your day melteth away by 
little and little, and that in a ſhort time ye will be put beyond 
time's bounds ; for life is a poſt that ſtandeth not ſtill, and our 
joys here are born weeping, rather than laughing, and they die 
weeping, Sin, fin, this body of fin and corruption imbittereth 
and poiſoneth all our e: joyments. O that I were where 1 ſhall 
fin no more ] O to be freed of theſe chains and iron fetters, that 
we carry about with us ! Lord, looſe the ſad priſoners, Who 
of the children of God have not cauſe to ſay, that they have 
their fill of this vain life, and like a full and ſick ſtomach, to 
wiſh at mid-ſupper, that the ſupper were ended, and the table 
drawn, that the ſick man might win to bed and enjoy reſt ? We 
have cauſe to tire of a mid-ſupper of the beſt meſſes that this 
world can dreſs up for us; and to cry to God, that he would 
remove the table, and put the fin-fick ſouls to reſt with him- 


ele. O for a long play-day with Chriſt, and our long laiting 
8 vacance 
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cance of reſt! Glad may their ſouls be, that are ſafe over firth, 
i having payed the fraught: happy are they, who have 
| their hard and weariſome time of apprenticeſhip, and are 
a freemen and citizens in that joyful high xity, the new je- 


ters, and our priſon houfe, and this dear inns, à life of fin, 
that we could get bonds and law-furetiſhip of our love, that 


orldly vanities ! We 9 be oftener ſceing what they are 
ding in heaven, and our heart more frequently upon our fweet 
eaiure above. We ſmell of the ſmoke of this lower houfe of 
c carth, becauſe our hearts and our thoughts are here: if we 
uid haunt up with God, we ſhould ſmell of heaven, and of 
ur country above, and we. thould look like our country, and 
e ſtrangers or people not born or brought up hereaway: our 


ww no obligation, the ſaints have to this world, ſeeing we fare 
it upon the ſmoke of it; and if there be any ſmoke in the 
wie, it bloweth upon our eyes: alk our part of the table is 
ce worth a drink of, water; and when we are ſtricken, we 
re not weep, but ſteal our grief away betwixt our Lord and 
thanked, we hays mpg things that ſo ſtroak us againſt the 
ir, as we may pray, God keep our better home, God bleſs 
u Father's houſe, and. not this ſmoke, that bloweth us to ſeek 
ur beſt lodging. Jam ſure, this is beſt fruit of the croſs, when 
e from the hard fare of the dear inns, cry the more, that God 
vuld ſend a fair wind to land us, hungered and oppreſſed ftrang- 
„at the door gf our Father's honte, which now is made in 
uriſt our kindly heritage. O then let us pull up the takes 
id ſtoops of our tent, and take our tent on our back, and go 


by With our flituing to gur beſt home; for here we have no conti- 
nd ung city. I am waiting in hope here, to ſee what my Lord 
"ur il do with me: let him make of me what he pleaſeth; pro- 
we ding he make glory to himſelf out of me, Icare not. I hope, 


alam now ſure, that J am for Chriſt, and all that I can or 


al ay make is for him: I am his everlaſting debtor or dyvour, 
* till ſhall be; for, alas, I have nothing for him, and he get- 


* h little ſervice of me | Pray. for me, that our Lord would be 
d 


te s he hath called me unto. Grace be with you. 


ble Averdeen, 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
We | 

Do Feſus, 8. R. 
uld 
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alem. Alas! that we ſhould be glad of, and rejoice in our | 
here we are abſent from our Lord, and ſo far from our h me 


ſaſten not itſelf on theſe clay-dreams, theſe clay-ſhadows and 


fſes would not bite upon us, if we were heavenly-minded, 1 


and content ourſelyes with ſtolen ſorrow behind backs. God 


rated to give me houſe-room, that 1 may ſerve him in the cal- 
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142. To R OB ERT STEWART, 


» hb oh» + 7+ 3 
My very dear. brother. 19 ads ee e eas nde Hows e 
"I RACE, mercy and peace be to you: ye are heartily wel. 
. come to my world of ſufferiug, and hearrity welcome to 

my Maſter's houſe: God give you much joy of your new Maſter. 

If I have been in the houſe before you, I were not faithful to 

give the houſe an ill name, or to ſpeak evil of the Lord of the 

family: I rather with God's holy Spirit (O Lord, breathe upon 
me. with that Spirit) to tell you the faſhions of the houſe. One 
thing I can ſay, by on-waiting ye will grow a great man with 
the Lord of the houſe: hang on, till ye get ſome good from 
Chriſt ; lay all your loads and your weights by faith upon Chriſt, 
eaſe yourſelf, and let him bear all: he can, he dow, he wil 
bear you, howbeit hell were upon your back. I rejoice that lie 
is come, and hath choſen you in the furnace; it was even there 
where ye and he ſet tryſt ; that is an old gate of Chriſt's, he 
keepeth the good old faſhion with you, that was in Hoſea's days, 

Hoſ. ii. 14. There behold 1-ill allure her, amd bring her ts the 

wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her heart there Was no talking to her 

heart, while he and ſhe were in the fair and flouriſhing city, 
and at eaſe: but out in the cold, hungry, wafte wilderneſs, he 
allureth her; he whiſpered news intocher ear there; and ſaid, 

Thou art mine. What would ye think of ſuch a bode ? ye may 

ſoon. do worſe than ſay, Lord, hold all; Dord Jeſus; à bar- 

gain be it, it ſhall not go back in my ſide- Ye have fotten 1 

great advantage in the way to heaven, that ye have ſtarted to 

the gate in the morning: like a fool as I was, I ſuffered my ſun 


to be high in the heaven, and near aſternoon; before ever Itook 


the gate by the end: I pray you now keep the advantage ye 
have. My. heart, be not lazy 5 ſet quickly up the brae on hands 
and feet, as if the laſt pickle of ſand were ruũning out of your 
glaſs, and death were coming to turn the- glaſs: and be very 
caretul to take heed to your feet, in that ſlippery and danger- 
ous way of youth, that ye are walking in: the devil and temp- 
tations now have the advantage of the brae of you, and are upon 
your, wand-hand and your working hand z dry timber will ſoon 
take fire: be covetous and greedy of the gruce of God, and be- 
ware that it be not holineſs that cometh only from the croſs; for 
too many are that way diſpoſed, Pſalm Ixxviil. 34. W hen he flew 
them, then they ſought, him, and thay returned and enquired tarly 
after God. Ver- 36. Nevertheleſs, they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lied unts him with their tonguet. It is a part of 
hypocriſy, to give God fair white words, when he hath us if 
his gripes (if I may ſpeak fo) and to flatter him till we win to the 
fair fields again. Try well green godlineſs, and examine what 
it is ye love in Chriſt: if ye love but Chriſt's ſun-fide, and would 


have only ſuramer-weather and a land-gate, not a 1 20 
eaven; 


0! 


— — — — 
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heaven; your profeſſion will play you a ſlip, and the winter- 
well will go dry again in ſummer. Make no ſports nor bairn's- 
play of Chriſt ; but labour for a ſound and lively fight of fin, 
that ye may judge yoarfelf an undone man, a damned flave of 
hell and ſin, one dying in your own blood, except Chriſt come 
and rue upon you; and take you up; and therefore make ſure 
and faſt work of converſion : caſt the earth deep; and down, 
down with the old work, the building of confuſion, that was 
there before; and let Chriſt lay new work, and make a new 
creation upon you. Look if Chriſt's rain goeth down to the 
root of your withered plants, and if his love wound your heart 
white it bleeds with forrow for fin, and if ye can pant, and fall a- 
ſmoon, and be like to die for that lovely One, Jeſus : I know, - 
Chriſt will not be hid where he is; grace will ever ſpeak for it- 
ſelf, and be fruitful in well-doing: the ſanctified croſs is a fruit- 
ſul tree, it bringeth forth many apples. © If I ſhould tell you by 
ſme weak experienee, hat I have found in Chriſt, ye or others 
could hardly believe me; 1 thought not the hundredth part of, 
Chriſt long ſince, that I do now; though, alas] my thoughts 
we ſtill infinitely below His worth. I have a dwining ſickly and 
pained life, for a real potieflion of him; and am troubled with 
love-braſhes and love-fevers; but it is à ſweet pain. I would 
refuſe no conditions, not heil excepted (reſerving always God's 
hatred) to buy poſſeſſion of Jeſus : hut, alas I am not a mer- 
chant, who have any money to give for Him; I muft either come 
o a good cheap market, where wares are had for nothing, elſe: 


wp GC”. We. TR 


go home empty: but I have caſten this work upoh Chriſt, to 
„ee me himſelt ; J have his faith, and truth, and promiſe (as a 
e nn of his) all engaged that I ſhall obtain that which my hun- 
5 Wy defires would be at, and I eſteem that the choice of my hap- 
r orrefs: and for Chriſt's crofs, eſpecially the garland and flower 
5 Wh! oil croffes, to ſuffer for his name, I eſteem it more than I can 
WT rite or ſpeak to you: and' write it under mine own hand to 
b. ben, it is one of the ſteps of the ladder up to our country, and 
n 


Chriſt (whoever be one) is ſtill at the heavy end of this black tree, 
and lo it is but as a feather to me: I need not run at leiſure, 
e- vcauſe of a burden on my back ; my back never bare the tike 


or of It : the more heavily crofled for Chriſt the ſoul is, it is ſtill 
e lighter for the journey. Now, would to God, all cold- 
fly blooded, faint-hearted ſoldiers of Chriſt would look again to Ja- 
ir 


ſus, and to his love ; and when they look, I would have them 

of W's look again and again, and fill themſelves with beholding 
Chriſt's beauty; and | dare fay then, that Chriſt would come in 
breat court and requeſt with many: the virgins would flock fatt 
bout the Bridegroom, they would embrace and take hold of 
d bim, and not let him go: but when I have ſpoken of him, till 
uy head rive, I have faid juſt nothing, 1 may begin again. A 
D d | Cod- 


ie his "th 
10 


ſo great | ings r my foul, and he got never yet any tbing of 
me worth t Leng ot. Sir, I charge you, Help me topraile 


as. 
Rim it is a IRame'to ſpeak o 4 
BOY 1 do t hi again.” am ſure,” Chriſt hath many drows- 
ed, dyvours in heaven betide bim; and ohen wenre/ronventd; 
man WA act, 5 the great day, in that fait laſt meeting, ue 

arg all Har t drowned dF: hand 46 £6 

Sy moſt. if men could dg no more,” I Would have them 
gnder 2 If ve Ehrinjor' be'Blle with Ohwrivoodey wve- may 
filed: with we fdering.”” Str, F Would FcoutUTperſtiade you 
grow Fer for Chriſt and to long after him, undd be palhed wit 
love r ; bur his tongue is in Heaven, WhO bah der! 
To him and His rich grace recommend you. I pray wu, proj 
for me, and forget not to praiſe. 11 
Aberdeen, June 17 Yours in dir fun 
410637. L.. ed Feſus,S.R 

1743, To the Lady ASI RTH. 

Miftr fs, : N 2 | , x 
RACE, mercy and peace be to yt! I tong to En de 
matters ſtaud berwixt Chriſt and your ſo. Pknow v 
find him, {till the longer tbe beitet, time cannor change hic i 
his loye.;.'yE may yourſelf ebb and flow, rife and fa, wax ant 
wane ; but, your Lord is this day as he was yeſterday ; and it! 
your comfort, hat your ſalvation is fiot roſted upon wheclse 
your, awn making, neither have ye to do with a Chriſt of you 
own, {ſhaping ; God hath, ſingled out a Mediator, ſtrong an. 
vüghiyz if ye and your burdens were as heavy as ten hills 0 
hells, he is able to bear you, and fave you to the. uttermoi 
Your. often ſeekiug to him, cannot make you a burden to hi. 
I knom Chriſt compaſſionateth vou, and maketh a moan for 50 
42 all your dumps, and under your down caſtings : but it is $00 
for you, that he hideth himſelf fometimes : it is not nicenc" 
dryneſs, nor goldnels of love, that caufeth Chriſt withdraw, an 
fin in under 4 curtain and a vail, that ye cannot ſee him; b 
bu .noweth, ye could not bear with up-fails, a fair gale, a fu 
" +--. "nl 


* 
A 


is a Mane to ſpeak of What he hath done fur me, aud 


8 Arowneck devours: (st is hard to ſavy uh owetkl 
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oon and a high ſpring-tide of bis felt love, and always. a fair 
ſommer-day and a ſummer-ſun of, afelt and, qe and embra- 
eng Lord g eſus. His, kifles and his, yibrs, to his eareſt or ones are 
thin ſown : hergcould not let out his rivers. 85 love N his own 

hut thele rivers; would, be. in haz ard to looſ. e a young pl at at 5 
wot: and he knoweth this of you: ye. thy ald theref ore. friſt 
Chriſt's Kindneſs, as to its ſeu ble and full eg ritt 
e and he be above ſun, and moon z, that is the country ry where 
re will be enlarged for that love which e qq Bly ee Caſt 
he burden of your tweet, babes upon hee your 
heart, by loving your all upon him be, EY abe 7571 1 
hope to ſee;you npenthen annie ee 8 ad in the f falvati- 
om. of God frame yourielt. for Ch ſt and, gloom'n Shes his 
vols. +1 Ga a love, ſuppole would 
charge. it to remoye from Chriſt, would not 0 DE i, his love 
hath ſtronger / fiaigers than to let. g its LH 0 r 157 who 

annot go but by ſuch a.hold as dog It is good that's we 2 Want 
legs of our 0 WNg finge, we may borrow” t 15 „Christ z, ape. 1 it” is 
wr happineſs that Chriſt is unge pe att o 0 Fa or hea- 
ren, and har,Chrif is, pokes) ig heaven ag, the 5 . deb- 
vr, tor ſuch) poor hgdies as we are Lrequeſty ou giye the Laird 


pur huſband thanks n e th 9 % ath 3 * cared 
n public tor ;a priſouer. of Chill: 17 — —— 5 105 1 9070 
exe, and Bleings, r hin and. Rea 


br ever, lis 
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Neueren and dave brot he 5 A 2 ou TER: 
RACE, mercy, and cars be to 7001 5 ele f Si 
\1 fires, for a, light. e ne ble. tabéfn ee 
gain in Scotiand,, that ta 4 that Big & 405 fm Ak ver; 


path now taken, lomg.. lifea in, lee Chic! making 40 
Wnt to o Vengeance. 11 1 15 110 5 1 cate not, if this 
und be ripe for uch,a great ONE erful I, by! PKfiew]the- 
Mult do, whencyer it f 4apcy,y Wee rh R © 174 Hnd the Stef 
a: my lence, and my tear, to b en at t > dodk of Chriſt's 
boate, [vw [cling upon me z, 95 the *truth'is „Gert it nottthat 1 
n d. 1wted naw and then with pieces 6 s of Chris fwert love and 
forts, I fear 1 ſhould have made an ini browit ofthis/honow - 
Me crots, that l know ſuch a foft and filky-mindet bedy as [ 
„ is not worthy of: for 1 have little in me but ſofthefs, and 
kperlarive and exceſſive apprehenſions of fear, and ſadneſs and 
mow ; and often God's texrors do ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt 


We. ot 0 tavourabiy upon me, as a poor witneſs would 
d 2 have 


— 


as Mr. E UT HER TOOR D. Tt. 10 


have him: and I e I have paſt a year and a quarter: 
ie ez, ithout ſhaming, my ſweet Lord, to.whom | E. 
'E to be Geke a S'n I think think 4 mall die but even miuting tel 

wy - aiming 4917 exve and honour my Lord ſeſus. Few know ve 
how, wie 0 AT te Lam at home 3: but it is a part of marriage. Will zi 


-laye,. that my Loxd:.Jetus: gaetb:riat to the Wl an 
hs * chi e ne: it is hat ſtolen and con, Wi fre 
ceal Fa feel, and his glooms ta me are kept I fo 


under * The wil not have mine enemies hearing what Wi fo 
is 1 me 00 hriſt; and believe me, I ſay the truth in en 
7 rilt, the.only gall and wormwood in my cup, and that which Wil bc 

ath fillgd me with fear, hath been, leſt my tans; that ſun and de 
moon and the 1 children were never witneſs to, ſhould Wi ro 
have moved . Lord to ſtrike me wich dubybſabbaths:; Lord 


227554 2 ſo 92900 weak jealouſies, ifa be thure in an error, fr. 
My very d bg ot a er, 1. {ROSS have locked formore large and N 
ore particulat letters from youy; for my gmfort an this; forfi ih 

Jour x words, befe r ave ſtrengthaned mec 1 pray you, mend m 

his; and 155 1175 e While: ye: have a piece or cor - «: 

ner vr; e Lord's vinegard 49; dreſs GwuEẽjlte God I could n 

Bare 2 Ee to. fo low. you. to break che clods h But with'4 could 4 

comunnd my ſoul Klence, and waitupontheilon | I am ture 

lives, I am, ell, en friend cad I hope ba 

wilt 1 Fae hip Figdneſs and power —— chunt a 
ed it is not worſe with me, than acroſs for Qbcſt andi kivoautl 

1 know he might. have, pitched upon many more choice an! 

wortby wit elles, if he had, pleated. g but IL erk no more (vo © 

-what Ae k will, ſuppale 1] Were made ufa piece of chelhh tha 

that my Lor in his infinite heart, he w glory to his name, ud! 


Tah Au to Chriſt's kingdom, out of me, On that L coul 
attain to this, to deſire that my part of Chriſt might be laid! 
pledge ſor the heightening of Chriſt's throne in Britain! Le 
my Lord redeem the pledge, or, if he pleaſe, let it ſink an 
drown unredeemed. But what can I add to him? or what wa 
can a ſmothered and borne- down priſoner ſet out Chriſt in opet 
market, as a lovely and delireable Lord, to many ſouls ? I x0 
he ſeeth to his own glory, better than my ebb thoughts ca 
dream of ; and that the wheels and paces of this poor diſtemper 
ed kirk are in his hands, and that things ſhall roll as Chriſt wil 
have them : : only, Lord tryſt the matter ſo, as Chriſt may Þ 
made a houſholder and lord again in Scotland, and wet face 
for his departure may be dried at his ſweet and much deſire 
welcome-home. I ſee, in all our trials our Lord will not mi 
eur wares and his grace over-head thro? other: but he will hav 
tach man to know his own, that the like of me may ſay, in m 
Rn, This is Chritt's grace, and this is but my coarlc ſtuff 


this is Ace grace, and this is but my coarſe ſud; this is ire 
| grac: 
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and this but nature and reafon. We know what our 
þgs would plag un, E ches ſhould earry us thFough al Bur Na. 
icrs 3 and the eaſt thing our Lord tan have of ns, is, to know 
weed grace's Gebiets, or graces dyvours, and thar natute f of 
; baſe houſe and + bloody and grace is better born, py of kin 
and blood to Chriſt; and of-a better Houſe.” O at T were 
free of that idol, chat they call myſelf; and that Chriſt were 
for myſelf, and myſelf a decourted eypher, aud a denied and 
foreſworn-thing I. But that proud thing, miyſelf, 'wilt not play, 
except it ride up ſide for nde with Chrift, qr father have place 
before him. O, myſelf) another devil, as evil as the prince of 
levils.z if thou could give Chriſt the way, ang take thine own 
rom, which is to ſit as low as nothing or e EN 


| — — n 25 


jon] O put 
ve have much need to be ranſomed and redeem by Chriſt, 
tom that maſter-tyrant, that cruel and lawleſs ord ourle f. 
iu. when I am ſeeking Chriſt, and am out of myſelf, I havet 8 
ri third part of a ſquint- eye upon that vain, vain th nel, 
ayſelf, and fomething-of mine o])n;: but 1 muſt ho *here, I 
ere you to contribute your help, to fee if I can be reſtared to 
ny waſted and loſt ſtock. I ſee not how it can be, except the 
lads would procure me a liberty to preach; "and they have 
raſony 1. Becauſe dhe oppoſers and my adverfäries have prac- 
tied their neœẽ, - cannons upon me, whereof one is, 755 no dee 
prixed miniſter! preach, under the pain of excommunication. 2. 
cauſe my oppoſing of theſe canons, was à ſpecial thing that 
incenſed Sydierf againſt me. 3. Becauſe J was judicially accuſ- 
el tor my book againſt the Arminians, and commanded by the 
chancellor, to acknowledge I had done a fault in writing againſt 
Dr. Jackſon, a wicked Arminian, Pray for a room in che houſe 
% me. Grace, grace be (as it is) your portion. AY 
 Aberd, 163% Wers in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
145. Te JOHN STEWART Provoſt of Mir. 3 
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RACE, 'mercy and peace be to you. I long for the time, 

when I ſhall ſee the beauty of the Lord in his houſe; and 
would be as glad of it, as of any light on earth. to ſee the halt, 
the blind, and the lame, come back to Zion with ſupplications, 
Jer, xxxi. 8, 9. Going and weeping, and; ſeeking the, Lord, aſt- 
ng the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, Jer. I. 5, 6. 
And to ſee the woman travailing in birth, delivered of the man child 
i a bleſſed reformation. If this land were humbled, I would look 
Wt our ſkies ſhould clear, and our day dawn again; and ye 
ha loud then bleſs Chriſt, who is content to ſave your travel, 
md to give himſelf to you, in pure ordinances on this fide of the 
a. I know, the mercy of Chriſt is engaged by promiſe to 
Notland, notwithſlandipg he bring wrath, as I fear he ſhall, 


upon 
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e hah Ftp on 19E. enlargement, And "hall, 


e nt. that while he bow it, ket 

un = Pa Fra 7a e throy gh 86 fire 0 thou n werk 
ſeald ?, Jee x 1 1 A 155 e 5705 40 1 ſcour His ver. 
ſels fr che that my will v 2 alen and as '# thi 


t wall give de aft word in flyting, and wil heir 
, 0 8 05 
5 IN hy 117 f fg well 40 e an ry, K b 76 the 400 

OY 1s Nc "of 220 0 48770 it ptiohi.” Ta bieffal 

: Gl e Wi with 20 5 bare e having 
q ill, e refignat on of it to 0 riſt I T would ſeek 
0 pl me riſt 775 abſolute kit over my will, and 
at my will were a fü Meter in al croſſes, w without eme Cri 


0 ſu ord, it thus ? "I w 50s ev; hat” 
C or 7 is it thüs ill, tha 
ip 8 to ſtand befide e beautiful) efts, and 48-206 th the 


cy of Igo fo bim, and b urning f for nich, ſuppoſe poſſeſ. 

| het Were yſpended AN kriſted, tilt r my Lord fold toge- 
ea ves and. two. 752 of one E Ie hercks rents of clay. 

is in longing Chriſt, . un. et an Gber-tgaded ant 
= 7 5 Fe 0 e is barder than i Ip 040 bias 
wit A 7 $ of love,” anc | F fan s And 

unin| 10 nd Nurance of Spit 1 fut 1 — f 


Exe one line or * half: ta of 1 105 


u 
an et 175 ck. Pitt ate obe Rath an 


it's own, hand ? Bük this 1s durex erdfſe date 

all overtniſt and da rken affürànce; its 
NE bot es. .but for 4 fin er. to, be believe tb, Hick! 
But,.O;what. ob! tion of love "are we | he? o Hr, Who 
bearerh, witk wy 1d : prehenfions, in 1 chere 15 18 chi i pitt 


ys ſweet, 3 = d to put a lie np pon ti 1 good naché! Ihe 
Kii U ft and, if Tong-ſuffering in in Chrift Were i 
hail bimſel ſhould long ago bade broken Chliſt's mer 


cies in two Sag an iron-bar u our own faivation, 
that 2 chan be able ub brelk or over leap; 
but long: ſuffering in God, is God himſelf, and that is Hur fal- 

vation, andthe ſtability of our heaven is in Goll o he knew (bl 
ſaid; Uhr) y u'the hope of glory, Col. i for our hops 
and the Hine, pillars of it is Chriſt, 1 ſianers are an- 
chor. faſt and made ſtable in Gad'; fo that if God do not change 
(which is in! poſſible) then my hope ſhall not fluctuate. © O ſweet 
ſrability of ſure-bottomed ſalvation! Who could win heaven, 
if this were hot? and who could be ſaved, if God were not 
God, and if he were not ſuch a God as he is? O God be thant- 

ed that our ſalvation is coafted, and landed; ah fpored upon Chriſt, 

200 1s maſter of avinds and forms ! And what ſea-winds can 
blow the coaſt or the land out ot its place: ? Bulwarks are often 


caſten don, but coaſts are not remoyed ; but iuppole um 
Were 


giſt, 146. LETTER S. N 219 
nere or might be, yet God cannot reel or remoys. Oh that 
o from this ſtrong and unmoyeable Lord, and t t we loofe 
40 (if it were in our power). rom him * Alas, 0 green 
and young, love bath not taken with Chriſt, being We Wit 
d with him: he is ſuch a wide, and Dread, and , ant. 
lich, and ſurpa ing {weennels, that our love is to Male for 
tim ; but O. if our toye, lirfle : as. it is, could: take band with bis 
great and huge Iweernels, and tranſcen jt execllency? 'O't 
pleſled, — eternally bleſſed are they, who. are out” of then 
ſelves, and above. themfelves,, that they may be in Were 
o him | Lam often rolling. up, and down the ers eh of Wy 
hint and ſick defires, 5 expreſſing Chriſt's glory before: LF win 
xe; but I {ee got thro the throng of impediments, a1 re wi 


ind eyes to look, hig! her, aud ſo. I put many things 10 Chriſt's 
nay to hinger, Ph has, kpow he would but = gd, 
with one ſtride, et has 4 over t t hem, all. $ © know dt, If 
Lord wil b bring NF. to i" fanQtuary 'of not; but 1 ow, by. 
hath the; placing « of me, eit ther ith or with t the H ICE, 
nd that nothing wi will be done.) Wl thaut bim: bat atri oft en thiddks" 
| ug and bc iba myſelf. that my days flee "away, An ee 
1 19 0 en yet C riſt' $ work thrividg ;* Tok i like, the- 
se {hall . — the wer of m my, deſires of favit 1 
M51 would: but: alas! 1 cannot ma e right * 
neither ſpel Glas; my Lord' 8 providencearight he * 7 
0 away, ei gar they meet not God; for it is 
vill not c. the v WA of my thoug hts; 3 and Fe be 
to crucify wo My, Mem and 1 ires, anch to to mög Rick Beg 
ger, my thoyghts, + or i would have a_ princedo m der 1 
thoughts, . Ang would, boldly ; and blin y Pieſcride to God, and 
wide; myſelf in à way of my own making + but I hold my Perce 
here, let him, do his will. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. * ours in his ſaveete/? Lord and Maſter, S. R. 
JJ. tr EA a os 
| 146. To CARSLUTH. 
Much honowned „ | 
[ Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth. I earneſtly deſire 
you, to try how matters ſtand hetween your ſoul and the 
lord: think it no eaſy matter to take heaven by violence; ſal- 
tion cometh now to the moſt part of men in a night-dream : 
there 13 no {ſcarcity of faith now, ſuch as it is; for ye ſhall not 
ww light upon the man, who will not ſay he hath faith in 
* but alas ! dreams make no man's rights. Worthy Sir, 
Ibeſeech you in the Lord, give your ſoul no reſt, till ye have 
real aff} urance, and Chriſt's rights confirmed and ſealed to your 
ul; the common faith, and country-holineſs, and week- days 
tal, that is among people, will never bring men to heaven : 
uke Pains tor your lalvation ; for in that day, when ye ſhall 
tee 


* 
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ſee many men's labours and conqueſts and idol-riches lying in 
aſhes, when the earth and all the works thereof thall be burn; 
with fire, O how dear a price would your ſoul give for Goo; 
favour in Chriſt ! It is a bleſſed thing to ſee Chriſt with up · lun 
and to read over your papers and ſoul- accounts with fair day. 
light: it will not be time to cry for a lamp, when the Bride. 
groom is entered into his chamber, and the door ſhut. Fy, fy, 
upon blinded and debaſed ſouls, who are committing whoredom 
with this idol-clay, and hunting a poor wretched hungry hea 
ven, a hungry break-faſt, a day's meat from this hungry world, 
with the forfeiting of God's. favour, and. the drinking their 
heaven over the board (as men ute to ſpeak) for the laughter 
and ſports of this ſhort-torenoon ! All that is under this vault 
of heaven, and betwixt us and death, and on this fide of ſun 
and moon, are but toys, night - viſions, head-fancies, poor ſha- 
dows, watery froth, godleſs vanities, at their beſt, and black 
hearts, and ſalt and ſour miſeries, ſugared over, and confected 
with an hour's laughter or two, and the conceit-of riches, ho- 
nour, vain, vain court, and lawleſs pleaſures. Sir, if ye look 
both to the laughing ſide and the weeping ſide of this world, 
and if ye look not only upon the ſkin and colour of things, but 
into their inwards, and the heart of their excellency, ye ſhall 
ſee that one look of Chriſt's ſweet and lovely eye, one kiſs of 
his faireſt face, is worth ten thouſand worlds of ſuch rotten 
ſtuff, as the fooliſh ſons of men ſet their hearts upon. Oh Sir, 
turn, turn your heart to the other fide of things, and get it once 
free of theſe entanglements, to confider eternity, death, the 
clay-bed, the grave, aweſome judgment, everlaſting burning 
quick in hell, where death would give as great a price (if there 
were a market, where death might. be bought and fold) as all 
the world, Conſider heaven and glory: but, alas, why ſpeak | 
of confidering theſe things, which have not entered into the 
heart of man to conſider? Look into theſe depths (without a 
bottom) of lovelineſs, ſweetneſs, beauty, excellency, glory, 
goodneſs, grace and mercy, that are in Chriſt: and ye ſhall 
then cry down the whole world, and all the glory of it, even 
when it is come to the ſummer- bloom; and ye thall cry, Up 
with Chriſt, up with Chriſt's Father, up with eternity of glo- 
ry. Sir, there is a great deal leſs ſand in your glaſs, than when 
I {aw you, and your afternoon is nearer even-tide now than it 
was. As a fowl carried back to the ſea, ſo doth the Lord's {wilt 
poſt, time, carry you and your life with wings to the grave* 
ye eat and drink, but time ſtandeth not ſtill; ye laugh, but 
your day fleeth away; ye ſleep, but your hours are reckoned 
und put by hand. O how ſoon will time ſhut you out of the 

poor and cold and hungry inns of this life! and then what wil 
yeſterday's ſhort-born pleaſures do te you, but be as a [no=J0 


[> 
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experience will prove this to be true 3 and dying eb AF the) 
ould ſpeak, could make this good. Lay no mort” dee tlie Efea- 
tures, than they are able to carry; ſay your ſol and YouT Weis 
upon God: make him your omv, only beſt 8c Noe 
errand to this life is to make ſufe bf "reſt of 
ſoul, and to moteh ybur ſoul with Chritt z 5 
Ynore than all che ove of angels in one, de Reg 
things wort hy in thernſelves, in reſpett e of Ci ſy are bo orie 
\ vindleſtrac, or drink- of child water ** Patbudt not Hut 1a 
death ye will ſee all things more diſtinctliy, and that then) 
world hall bear no mort bulk than it is worth; and that Ah 
tall couch and be eontracked into nothing; and ve of p 
Chriſt longer; higher, broader; and deeper, char ever 8. 


” 14% Fin _ 


melted away, many years ſince, or worſe ? for the themor 
theſe pleaſures uſeth to All the foul with"Vitterh#fs; © Nin ing" 
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) bleſſed conqueſt, to loſe all things and to gain Chriſt I kiidw* 


pot what ye have, "if ye want Obriſtt alas, how poor is your” 


win, if the earth were all y6tirs in free kerithy®, holdingiir of” | 
o man of clay, if Chriſt de not yours? O ſeek all midſes, ty” 


all gars in the-water put fort ix All Your” power,” and bend att 


wur endeavours t te- put way ant part with all thinge, that ye. 
uy gain and enjoy Chritt 1" aeg e Merch his word, and tre 
0 go a ſtep above un beyond rHHinary profeilors; Ind reſolve 
0 ſweat more an@rar faffer cf they 05 for 1 Aaken Mens 
nid. way, cbid mana roſes fr. Follinefs, aud their heigh- 
wur. lie, cold and wife pace to heaven, Wilt caufe matte a man 
nt bis lodging at pigtit, and Jy in thie felds. 1 re@mmentt” 
Ciriſt and hi- love to vour ſceking, and vourfelf to the tender 
mercy and rich grace f our Lord. Retina bey my love ic Christ 
b your wife u deſire her to learn ro make Ker touPSanchor 
laſt upon Chriſt himiſelf : few ar&faved, Let her conſider 
hat joy the fmilles of God in CHEN will be, tick hat the hove- 
tiles of ſweet; feet Jeſus, and 4 welebche Hohe tö the new 
ſerulalem, from Chrift's own mouth, will be to her ſbul, wh of 
Christ hail fold together the clay: tent of her Holley, and hy” 
bis hand for timey tilFrbe fair mörning of Sante ſes 
brrcct on. I avovety before God?!” man and anget, that 1kave 
dot lc, nor cam imagine a lover t be comparable” to lovely 
eus; 1 woulch not exchange or niffer him with ten nenvens: 
f heaven could be-withont him; Wr we do there? Brace, 
Face be with — "4 1 wo * IKE IE COIN BOOT 25 7 * 
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147. enn mana, 
Much honoured Sr, Oo hoy 
RACE, mercy ud peace Ve to you, I have been too 
long in writing to you. I am confident ye have learned to 
Ee prize 


\ 
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prize Chriſt, and his love and farour, more than ordinary pro- 

feſſors, who ſcarce fee Chriſt with half an eye, becauſe their 
ſight is taken up with eying and liking the beauty of this over. 
gilded world, that promiſeth fair to all its lovers, but in the 
puſh of a trial, when need is, can give nothing but a fair bepuile, 
I know ye are not ignorint, that men come not to this world 

as ſome do to a market, to {ze and be ſeen; or as ſome to be: 
hold a May-game, and only to behold, and to go home again; 
ye came hither to treat with God, and to tryſt with him in his 
Chriſt, for. ſalvation to your ſoul, and to feek reconciliation 
with an angry wrathful God, in a covenant of peace made to 
you in Chriſt ;. and this is more than an ordinary ſport, or the 
play, that the greateſt part of the world give their heart unto; 
and therefore, worthy Sir, JI pray you by the ſalvation of your 
ſoul, and by the mercy of God, and your compearance before 
Chriſt, do this in fad earneſt, and let not ſabration be your by- 
work, or your holy-days taſk only, or a work by the way or 
men think, that this may be doue in three days fpace on a fei- 
ther-bed, when death and they are fallen in hands together, 
and that with a word or two they ſhall make their ſoul-matters 
right, alas | this is to fit looſe and unſure in the matters of our 
ſalvation ; nay, ſeeking of this world, and the glory of it, is but 
an odd and by-errand that we may flip, ſo being we make {;l- 
vation fure. O when will men learn to be that heavenly wil? 
as to divorce from, and free their ſoul of all idol-lovers, and 
make Chriſt the only, only One, and trim and make ready thei 

lamps, while they have time and day! How toon will this bouſ 
ſkail, and the inns where the poor foul lodgeth fall ro the earth! 
how ſoon will ſome few years pafs away, and then when th 

day is ended, and this life's leaſe expired, what have men of 
world's glory, but dreams and thoughts? O how bleſſed a thing 
is it to labour for Chriſt, and 30 make him ſure ! know and uy 
in time your holding of him, and the rights and charters of 
| heaven, and upon what terms ye have Chriſt and the goſpel 
and what Chriſt is worth in your eftimation, and how light] 

ye eſteem of other things, and how dearly of Chriſt | I am ſure 
if ye ſee him in his beauty and glory, ye ſhall ſee him to be a 
things, and that incomparable jewel of gold that ye ſhouid ſeek 
bowbeit ye ſhould ſell, wadſet and forfeit your few years port! 
on of this life's joy. O happy ſoul for evermore, who cal 
rightly compare this life with that long laſting life to come 
and balance the weighty glory of the one, with the light golde 

va: ity of the other! The day of the Lord is now near hand 
and all men ſhall come out in their blacks and whites, as the 

re: there ſhall be no borrawed lying colours in that day, whe 

Curiſt hall be called Chriſt, and no longer nicknamed. No! 


en burrow Chriſt and his white colour, and the luſtre and 2 
By 


Biß. 148. LETTERS. | 223 


po of Chriſtianity 3 but how many counterfeit maſks will be 
rat in the day.of God, in the fire that ſhall burn the earth 
nd the works that are in it? and howbeit Chriſt have the hard- 


eſt part of it now, yet, in the preſence of my Lord, whom [ 


ſerve in the Spirit, J would not niffer or exchange Chriſt's pri- 


ſon, bonds and chains, with, the gold chains and lordly rents, 
and ſmiling and happy-like heavens of the men of this world. 
| am far from thoughts of repenting, becauſe of my loſſes and 
bonds for Chriſt, I wiſh all my adverſaries were as I am, except 
my bonds. Worthy, worthy, worthy for evermore is Chriſt, 


for whom we ſhould ſuffer pains like hells pains; far more the 


fort hell that the ſaints of God have in this life. Sir, I wiſh 
jour foul may be more acquainted with the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, 
Grace, grace be with you. 

Aberd. 163). Tours in his only Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


rere 


148. To his Pariſhioners at Anwoth. 


Dearly beloved 1 in our Lord, 


RACE, mercy and peace from God our Father and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be multiplied upon you. I long 
exceedingly to hear of your on-going and advancement in your 
journey to the kingdom of God: my only joy out of heaven is 
to hear that the ſeed of God ſown among you is growing and 


coming to an harveſt ; for I ceaſed not, while I was among you, 


n ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon (according to the meaſure of grace 
ren unto me) to warn and ſtir up your minds: and I am free 
rom the blood of all men; for I have communicated to you the 
mole connſel of God. And I row again charge and warn you, 
n the great and.dreadfnl name, and in the ſovereign authority 


the King of kings and Lord of lords; and I beſeech you alio 


the mercies -of God, and by the bowels of Chriſt, by your 
cearance before Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, by all the plagues that 
Te written in God's book, by your part of the holy city, the 
er Jeruſaſem, that ve keep the truth of God, as 1 delivered it 
vyou before many witneſſes, in the ſight of God and his holy 
gels; for now the laſt days are come and coming, when many 
brake C hriſt Jeſus, and he ſaith to you, Will ye alſo leave me? ? 
Remember that 1 forewarned you to forbear the diſhonour- 
of the Lord's bleſſed name, in ſwearing, blaſpheming, cur- 
ag, and the profaning of the Lord's ſabbath 3 willing you 
give that day from morning 10 night to praying, praiſ- 
e hearing of the word, conferring, and ſpeaking not your 
In words, but God's words: ; thinking and meditating on 
obs nature, word and works: and that every day at morning 
Ml at night (at leaſt) ye ſhould ſanctife the Lord by praying in 
dar houſes, publicly in the hearing of all; that ye mould in 

S842 ORES | 
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any ſort forbear the receiving of the Lord's Supper, but after the Wl pi 
form I delivered it to you, according to the example of Chrig . 
_ our Lord; that is, that ye ſhould fit as banqueters at one Ml ic 
table with our King, and eat and drink, and divide the ele, Wl x 
ments one to another; the timber and ſtones of the church ju 
walls (hall bear witneſs that my foul was refrethed with the com. 1 
torts of God in that ſupper.; and that craſſing in baptiſm was un. Wl 
lawful and agaiu{t Chriſt's ordinance; and that no day (belides Ml 
the ſabbath,” which is of his, own appointment) ſhould be kept Ml &: 
holy, and ſanctiſied with preaching and the public worthipof God, un 
for the memory of Chriit's birth, death, reſurrection and aſcen- be 
ſion; feeing ſuch days fo oblerved are unlawful, will-worſhip, n 
and not warranted in Chriſt's word: and that every thing in God's Wl |: 
worſhip, not warranted by Chriſt's teſtament and word was un- 


lawful: and alfa, that idolatry, worſhipping of God before hal- 
lowed creatures, and adoring of Chriſt, by kneeling before bread 
and wine, was unluwtul : and that ye ſhould be humble, ſober, 
modeſt, forbearing pride, envy, malice, wrath, hatred, conten- 
tion, debate, lying, ſlandering, ſtealing, and - defrauding 'vour 
neighbours in graſs, corn or cattle, in buying or ſelling, bor- 
rowing or lending, taking or giving, in bargains or covenants; 
and that ye ſhould work with yaur own hands, and be content 
wich that which God bath given, you ;, that, ye ſhould ſtudy to 
knuw God and his will, and keep in mind the; doctrine of the 
catechiſm, which 1 taught you carefully, and ſpeak, of it in your 
houſes and in the ſields, when ye ly down at night, and when 
ve riſe in the morning: that ye ſhould. belieye..in the Son o 
God, and obey his commandments, and learn to make your ae- 
counts in time with your Judge; becauſe death and judgment 
are before you, And if ye have no penury and want of that 
word, which 1 delivered to you in abundance; yea, (to God 
honour J ſpat it, without arrogating any thing to myſelf, whe 
am but a poor empty man) ye had as much of the word, in ni 
years while I was among you, as ſome others have had in many; 
mourn for your loſs of time, and repent. My ſoul pitieth you 
tllat you ſhould fuck dry breaſts, and be put to draw at dry wells 
O that ye would eſteem highly of the Lamb of God, your Well 
beloved Chriſt Fefus, whole virtues and praiſes I preached unte 
you with joy, and which he did countenance and accompan) 
with ſome power; and that ye would call to mind the many fat 
days and glorious teaits1n our Lord's houſe of wine; that ye an 
I have had with Chrift Jeſus ! But if there be any among 50 
that take liberty to fta, becauſe I am removed from amongſt you 
and forget the word of truth which ye have heard, and turt 
the grace of God into wantonneſs; I here under my hand, 1 
the name of *Chriti my Lord, write to ſuch perſons all the 
plague. vs Wau, ad the Curſes that ever | preached in the. m 
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pit of Anwoth againſt the children. of diſobedience : and, as the 
Lord liveth, the Lord Jeſus ſhall make good what I write un- 
to you. Therefore dearly beloved, fulfil my joy; fear the great 
id dreadful name of the Lord; ſeek God with me. Scotland's. 
judgment fleepeth not; awake and repent: the ſword of the 
Lord thall go from the north to the ſouth, from the eaſt to the 
WW pct, and through all the corners of the land; and that ſword 
dall be drunk with your blood amongſt the firſt; and I ſhall 
tand up as a witneſs againſt you, if ye do not amend: your ways 
„nd your doings, and turn to the Lord with all your heart. I 
deſeech you alſo, my dearly beloved in the Lord, my joy and 
ny crown, offend not at the ſufferings of me, the priſoner of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; I am filled with joy and with the comforts of God. 
Upon my ſalvation, I know and I am perſuaded, it is for God's 
truth, and the honour of my King and royal. Prince, Jeſus, I 
now ſuffer : and howbeit this town be my priſon, yet Chriſt 
bath made it my palace, a garden of pleaſures, a field and or- 
chard of delights, I know likewiſe, albeit I be in bonds, that 
jet the ward of God is not in bonds; my ſpirit alſo is in free 
ward, Sweet, ſweet have his comforts been to my ſoul; my 
mk tongue and heart have not words to expreſs the kindneſs, 
ore and mercy of my Well-beloved to me, in this houſe of my 
plorimage. [ charge you to fear and love Chriſt, and to ſeek. 
wot a houſe made with hands, but your Father's houſe above. 
This laughing and white ſkinned world beguileth you ; and if 
je ſeek it more than God, it ſhall play a ſlip, to the endleſs ſor- 
ow of your heart, Alas, I could not make many of you to fall 
n love with Chriſt, howbeit I endeavoured to ſpeak much good 
if him, and ta commend him to you (which as it was your fin, 
bit is my ſarrow) : yet once again ſuffer me to exhort, beſeech 
nd obteſt you in the Lord, to think of his love, and to be de- 
iphted with him, who is altogether lovely: I give you the word 


ee King, ye thall not repent it. Ye are in my prayers night 
nd day, I cannot forget you: Ido not eat, I do not drink, but 
ou pray for you all: I intreat you all, and every one of you, to 
ls pay for me, Grace, grace be with you. 
el Herd. Sept. 23. 1637. 5 Your lawful and loving 
ne | © Peaffor, S. R. 
V CE TERESESESESETESESEREEENE 


* 149. Te the Lady CARDONESS. 
yo Miftr , EE OA 

jou Beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, make every day more and 

and more of Chriſt ; and try your growth in the grace of 

ad, and what new ground ye win daily on corruption: for tra- 

| Rilers are day by day either advancing farther on, and nearer 

11 Me; or elſe they go not right about to compaſs their journey. 

Fo 8 ; I think 
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I think fill the better and better of Chriſt : alas, I know pot 
where to ſeek him, I would fo fain have him high! I cannot 
ſet heavens above heavens, till I were tired with numbering, 
and ſet him upon the higheſt ſtep and ſtory of the higheſt of 
them all: but I wiſh I could make him great through the world, 
ſuppoſe my loſs, and pain, and ſhame were ſet under the ſoles 
of his feet, that he might ſtand upon me. I requeſt you faint 
not, becauſe this world and ye are at yea and nay, and becauſe 
this is not a home that laugheth upon you; the wiſe Lord, who 
knoweth you, will have it ſo, becauſe he caſteth a net for your 
love, to catch it and gather it in to himſelf : therefore bear pa- 
tiently the loſs of children, and burdens, and other diſcontent. 
ments, either within or without the houſe; your Lord in them 
is ſeeking you, and ſeek ye him, Let none be your love and 
and choice, and the flower of your delights, but your Lord Je- 
ſus. Set not your heart upon the world, ſince God hath not 
made it your portion; for it wilt not fall you to get two por- 
tions, and to laugh twice, and to be happy'twice, and to have 
an upper heaven and an under heaven too: Chriſt our Lord and 
his ſaints were not ſo; and therefore let go your gripe of this 
life, and of the good things of it, I hope your heaven groweth 
not hereaway. Learn daily both to poſſeſs and miſs Chriſt, in 
his ſecret Bridegroom-{miles ; he muſt go and come, becauie 
his infinite wiſdom thinketh it beſt for you: we will be together 
one day; we ſhall not need to borrow light from ſun, moon or 
candle; there ſhall be no complaints on either/ſide in heaven; 
there ſhall be none there, hut he and wWe, the Bridegraom and 
the bride: devils, temptations, trials; defertions, loſſes, ſad- 
hearts, pain and death ſhall -be all put out of play; and the de- 
vil muſt give up his office of tempting,” O bleſſed is the ſoul, 
whoſe hope hath a face looking ſtraight" out to that day! Ir is 
not our part to make a treaſure here; any thing under the co- 
vering of heaven we can build upon, is but ill ground, and a ſan- 
dy foundation : every good thing, except God, wanteth a bot- 
tom, and cannot ſtand its alone; how then can it bear the weight 
of us? Let us not lay a load upon a windleftraw ; there ſhall 
nothing find my weight, or found my happineſs, but God. I 
know all created power ſhould fink under me, if I ſhould lean 
down upon it; and therefore it is better to reſt on God, than 
link or fall: and we weak ſouls muſt have a bottom and a being 
place, for we cannot ſtand our alone, let vs then be wife in our 
choice, and chooſe and wail our own bleſſedneſs, which is to 
truſt in the Lord. Each one of us hath a whore and idol, be- 
ſides our Huſband, Chriſt : but it is our folly to divide our nars 
row and little love ; I will not ſerve two : it is beſt then to bold 
it whole and together, and give it to Chriſt; for then we get 


double intereſt for our love, when we lend it to, and lay it out 
7 ON upon 


n 

Fut. 150. LET TE RS. | 227 
nen Chriſt; and we are ſure beſides, that the ſtock cannot per- 
1h, Now I can ſay no more; remember me. I have God's 
ncht to that people; howbeit by the violence of men ſtronger 
han J, I am banithed from you, and chaſed away. Ihe Lord 
give you merey in the day of Chriſt. It may be God will clear 
u icy again; howbeit there is ſmall appearance of my deliver- 
mcc: but let him do with me what ſeemeth good in his own 
tes; 1 am his clay, let my Potter frame and faſhion me as he 
rleaſeth. Gracg be with u. „„ 
fberd. 1637. +. Your lawful, and loving paſtor, S. R. 

150. 70 8IBILLAMAC ADAM. 

Miſtreſs, : r . 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I can bear witneſs in. 
my bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the better, and 
wo worſe, yea, inconceivably better than he is or can be called: 
| think it half an heaven, to have my fill of the ſmell of his 
ſweet breath, and to ſleep in the arms of Chriſt my Lord, with 
hs left hand under my head, and his right hand embracing me. 
There is no great reckoning to be made of the withering of my 
lower, in compariſon, of the foul and manifeſt wrongs done to 
Chriſt ; nay; let never the dew of God ly upon my branches a- 
nin, let the bloom fall from my joy, and let it wither, let the 
Almighty blow out my: candle, ſo being the Lord might be great 
mong Jews and Gentiles, and his oppreſſed church delivered. 
let Chriſt fare well, ſuppoſe I ſhould eat aſhes : I know he muſt 
de fweet himſelf, when his croſs is ſo ſweet. And it is the part 
Aus all, if we marry himſelf, to marry the croſſes, loſſes, and 
proaches alſo that follow him; for mercy followeth Chriſt's 
tos. His priſon for beauty is made of marble and ivory: his 
tains, that are laid on his priſoners, are golden chains; and 
the ſighs of the priſoners of hope are perfumed with comforts, 
ie like whereof cannot be bred or found in this fide of ſun and 
bon. Follow on after his love, tire not of Chrift ; but come 
n, and fee his beauty and excellency, and feed your foul upon 
dril's ſweetneſs, This world is not yours, neither would I 
ave your heaven made of ſuch metal as mire and clay. Ye 
ave the choice and wail of all lovers in heaven or out of hea- 
en, when ye have Chriſt, the only delight of God his Father. 
limb up the mountain with joy, and faint not ; for time will cut 
the men who purſue Chriſt's followers. Our beſt things here 
ae a worm in them; our joys beſides God, in the inner half, 
e but woes and forrows : Chriſt, Chriſt is that which our love 
ud defires can fleep ſweetly and reſt ſafely upon. Now the ve- 
Cod of peace eſtabliſh you in Chriſt, Help a priſoner with 
wr prayers, and etnreat that our Lord would be pleaſed to 


vifit 
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viſit me with a ſight of his beauty in his houſe, as he hath ſome. 
times done. Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſur, 8. R. 
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151. To the Laird of CALLY. 

Worthy Sir, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I have been too long, 

I confeſs, in writing to you. My ſuit now fo you in pa. 

per (ſince I have no acceſs to ſpeak to you as formerly) is, that 
ye would lay the foundation ſure in your youth: when ye begin 
to ſeek Chriſt, try, I pray you, upon what terms ye covenant 
to follow him, and lay your accounts what it 'may coſt you; 
that ſummer nor winter, nor well nor wo, may not cauſe yon 
change your Maſter, Chriſt. Keep fair to him, and be honeſt 
and faithful, that he find not a crack in you. Surely, ye ate 
now in the throng of temptation : when youth is come to its 
faireſt bloom, then the devil, and the luſts of a deceiving world, 
and fin are upon horſe-back, and follow with up-ſails. If this 
were not, Paul needed not to have written to a ſanctified and 
holy youth, Timothy, (a faithful preacher of the goſpel) flec 
the luſts of youth. Give Chriſt your virgin-love, you cannot 
put your love and heart in a better hand. O if ye knew him, 
and ſaw his beauty ! Your love, your liking, your heart, your 
deſires would cloſe with him, and cleave to him. Love by na- 
ture, when it ſeeth, cannot but caſt out its ſpirit and ſtrength 
upon amiable objects, and good things, and things love-worthy; 
and what fairer thing than Chriſt ? O fair ſun, and fair moon, 
and fair ſtars, and fair flowers, and fair roſes, and fair lilies, and 
fair creatures : but O ten thouſand thouſand times fairer Lord 
Jeſus! Alas, I wronged him in making the compariſon this 
way! O black ſun and moon, but O fair Lord Jeſus! O black 
flowers, and black lilies and roſes, but O fair, fair, ever fair 
Lord Jeſus! O al! fair things, black and deformed without beau 
ty, when ye are beſide that faireſt Lord Jeſus! O black hea 
ven, but O fair Chriſt! O black angels, but ſurpaſſingly fai 
Lord Jeſus! I would ſeek no more to make me happy for ever 
more, but a thorough and clear ſight of the beauty of Jeſus m 
Lord: let my eyes enjoy his fairneſs, and ſtare him for cver | 
the face, and I have all that can be wiſhed. Get Chrift rathe 
than gold or filver; ſeek Chriſt, howbeit ye ſhould loſe all 
things for him. They take their marks by the moon, and loos 
a ſquint, in looking to fair Chriſt, who reſolve for the world and 
their eaſe, and for their honour and court and credit; or, fo 
fear of loſſes and a ſore ſkin, will turn their back upon Chris 


and his truth. Alas, how many blind eyes and ſquint Joo 
| ook 
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book this day in Scotland upon Chriſt's beauty, and they ſee a 
ſpot in Chriſt's fair face ! Alas, they are not worthy of Chriſt, 
who look this way upon him, and ſee no beauty in him why they 
ould deſire him! God ſend me my fill of his beauty, if it be 
rofſible that my ſoul can be full of his beauty here: but much 
of Chriſt's beauty needeth not abate the eager appetite of a ſoul - 
(ick of love for himſelf) to fee him in the other world, where 
he is ſen as he is. I am glad with all my heart, that ye have 
iven your greeneſt morning age to this Lord Jeſus : hold on, 
ind weary not, faint not, reſolve upon ſuffering for Chriſt ; but 
fear not ten days tribulation, for Chriſt's ſour croſs is. ſugared 
with comforts, and hath a taſte of Chrift himſelf, I eſteem it 
my glory, my joy and my crown, and I bleſs him for this hon- 
dur, to be yoked with Chriſt, and married with him, in ſuffer- 
Ing, who therefore was born, and therefore came into the world, 
that he might bear witneſs to the truth. Take pains above all 
dings for ſalvation; for without running, fighting, ſweating, 
Jveſtling, heaven is not taken. O happy ſoul; that croſſeth 
I ntures ſtomach, and delighteth to gain that fair garland and 
iron of glory | What a feckleſs ſoſs is it for you, to ge thro? 
t 


this wilderneſs,” and never taſte of ſin's ſugared pleaſures l what 
yoorer is a ſoul to Want pride,” luſt; love of the world, and the 
Wnnities of this vain and worthleſs world? Nature hath no cauſe 
o weep at the want of ſuck toys as theſe. Eſteem it your gain 
-o be an beir of gloty'; O but that is an eye-look to a fair rent! 
Thc very hope of heaven, under troubles, is like wind and fails 
o the ſoul, and like wings, when the feet come out of the ſnare. 
„e for what ſtay we here ? Up, up, after our Lord Jeſus ; this 
not our reſt, nor our dwelling e what have we to do in this 
ſriſon, except only tq take meat and houſe-room in it, for a 
ime? Grace; grace be with you. EE 
Aberd. 1637 Tour fouls well-wifher, and 
. 5 225 ChrifÞs prifoner, . Þ 
HSE + ISS» ++ ++ +++ +++ —— a+ t+ ++ 
152. To WILLIAM GORDON at Kenmure. 


* 


Dear brother, © . 8 | | 

8 mercy and peace be to you: I have been long in 

anſwering your letter, which came in good time to me. 
tis my aim and hearty deſire, that my furnace, which is of 
he Lord's kindling, may ſparkle fire upon ſtanders-by, to the 
Farming of their hearts with God's love. The very duſt that 
blleth from Chriſt's feet, his old ragged clothes, his knotty and 
Mick croſs, is ſweeter to me, than kings golden crowns, and 
heir time eaten pleaſures: I ſhould be a liar and falſe witneſs, if I 


— loud not give my Lord Jeſus a fair teſtimonial, with my whole 
= bal: my word, I know, will not heighten him; he needeth 


 luch props under his feet, to raiſe his glory bigh : but, oh, 
F f | that I 


* . - | 
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that IT could raiſe him the height of heaven, and the breadth 
and length of ten heavens, in the eſtimation of all his young 
lovers! For we have all ſhapen Chriſt but too narrow and too 
ſhort, and formed conceptions of his love in our conceit, ver 
unworthy of it. Oh that men were taken and catched with his 
beauty and fairneſs! they would give over playing with idols, 
in which there is not half room for the love of one foul to ex. 
patiate itſelf ; and man's love is but heart-hungered in gnawing 
upon bare bones, and ſucking ar dry breafts : it is well wared 
they want, who will not come to him, who hath a world of love 
and goodneſs and bounty for all. We ſeek to thaw our frozen 
hearts at the cold fmoke of the ſhort- timed creature, and our 
ſouls gather neither heat nor life, nor light; for theſe cannot 
give to us, what they have not in themſelves. Oh that we 
could thruſt in through theſe thorns and this throng of baſtard 
lovers, and be raviſhed and fick of love for Chriſt ! We ſhould 
find ſome footing and ſome room, and ſweet eaſe for our totter- 
ing and witlefs ſouls in our Lord. I wiſh it were in my power, 
after this day, to cry down all love but the love of Chriſt, and 
to cry down all gods but Chriſt, all ſaviours but Chriſt, all well. 
beloveds but Chriſt, and alt ſoul-ſuiters, all Tove-beggars but 
Chriſt. Ye complain, that.ye want a mark of the ſound work 
of grace and love in your ſoul. For anſwer, conſider for your 
ſatisfaction (till God fend more) Job i. 3, 14. And as for you: 
complaint of deadneſs and doubtings ; Chrit, I hope, will take 
your deadneſs and yon together : they are bodies full of holes 
running boils, and broken bones that need mending, that 
Chriſt the Phyſician taketh up; whole veſſels are not for the 
Mediator Chriſt's art: publicans, ſinners, whores, harlots, arc ( 
ready market-wares for Chriſt : the only thing that will bring 
ſinners within a caſt of Chriſt's drawing arm, is that which yl 
write of, ſome feeling of death and ſin, that bringeth forth com 
plaintsz and therefore out of ſenſe complain more, and be mort 
acquaint with all the cramps, ſtitches, and foul {woonings th 
trouble you: the more pam, and the more night-watching, an 
the more fevers, the better; a ſoul bleeding to death, till Chri 
were ſent for, and cried for in all haſte, to come and ſtem tn: 
blood, and cloſe up the hole in the wound, with his own han ve 
and balm, were a very good difeafe, when many are dying of Wy, 


whole heart. We have all too little of hell pain and terrors tn 


way: nay, God fend me ſuch a hell, as Chriſt hath promiſed n 
make a heaven out of. Alas, I am not come that far on ti, 
way, as to ſay in {ad earneſt, © Lord Jeſus, great and ſovere!28f; 
Phyſician, here is a pained patient for thee,” But the thing thi, 
we miſtake is the want of victory; we hold that to be the mall i 
of one that hath no grace: nay, I fay, the want of fighting wel! 


a murk of no grace; but I ſhall not ſay, the want of o_ 
uc 
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ſuch a mark. If my fire and the devil's water make crack- 
ing, like thunder in the air, I am the lefs feared ; for where 
there is fire, it is. Chriſt's part, that I lay and bind upon him, to 
keep in the coal, and to pray the Father that my faith fail not, 
if [in the mean time be wreſtling, and doing, and fighting, and 
mourning ; for prayer putteth not Paul's devil (the prick in the 
fleſh, and the meſſenger of Satan) to the door, at firſt ; but our 
Lord will have them trying every one another, and let Paul fend 
for himſelf, by God's help, God keeping the ſtakes, and mo- 
derating the play: and ye do well, not to doubt, if the ground- 
ſtone be fure, but to try if it de fo; for there is great odds be- 
tween doubting that we have grace, and trying if we have grace : 
the former may be fin, but the latter is good. We are but 
looſe in trying our free-holding of Chriſt, and making ſure 
work of Chriſt. Holy fear is ſearching the camp, that there 
de no enemy within our boſom to betray us, ad ſeeing that all 
be fait and ſure: for I ſee many leaking veſſels fair before the 
wind, and profeſſors who take their converſion upon truſt, and 
they go on ſecurely, and fee not the under water, till a ſtorm 
ſink them; each man had need twice a day, and oftener, to be 
riped and ſearched with candles. Pray for me, that the Lord 
would give me houſe-room again, to hold a candle to this dark 
world. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, 1637. * _ Yours in his feet Lord 
and Maſter, 8. R. 
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153. To MARGARET FULLERTON. 
Miſtreſt, | 

7 L, mercy and peace be to you: I am glad that ever 
ye did caſt your love on Chri't; faſten more and more 

love every day upon him. O if I had a river of love, a ſea of 
ove, that would never go dry, to beſtow upon him! But alas 
lhe pity ! Chriſt bath beauty for me, but I have not love for 
him. O what pain is it, to ſee Chriſt in his beauty, and then 
o want a heart and love for him! but I fee, want we muſt, till 
Chriſt lend us, never to be paid again. O that he would emp- 
theſe vaults and lower houſes of theſe poor ſouls, of theſe baſ- 
ld and bafe lovers, which we follow ! and verily, I ſee no ab- 
Ft in heaven or in earth, that I could ware this much of love 
won, that I have, but upon Chriſt. Alas! that clay, and time, 
nd ſhadows run away with our love, which is ill ſpent upon a- 
ly but upon Chriſt : each fool at the day of judgment ſhall ſeck 
ck his love from the creatures, when he ſhall ſee them all in a 
lr fire; but they ſhall prove irreſponſal debtors; and there- 
bre it is beſt here, we look ere we leap, and look ere we love. 
find now under his croſs, that I would fain give him more than 
have to give him, if giving were in my power: but I rather 
i © dE | wal 
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wiſh him my heart than give him it ; except he take it, and put 
himſelf in poſſeſſion of it, (for I hope he hath a market right to 
me, ſince he hath ranſomed me) I ſee not how Chriſt can have 

me. O that he would be pleaſed to be more homely with my 
ſoul's love, and to come into my foul, and take his own! But 
when he goeth away and hideth bimſelf, all is to me that I had 
of Chriſt, as if it had fallen in the ſea-bpttom. Oh that I ſhoyld 
be ſo fickle in my love, as to love Chriſt only by the eyes and 
the noſe! that is, to love him only in as far as fond and fool. 
iſh ſenſe carrieth me, and no mare. And when | ſee not, and 
imell not, and touch not, then 1 have all to ſeek. I cannot 
love parquier, nor rejoice parquier: but this is our weakneſs, 
till we be at home, and ſhall have aged men's ſtomachs to bea 
Chriſt's love. Pray for me, that our Lord would bring me 
back to you, with a new bleſſing of the goſpel of Chritt, 4 
Sorget not you. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberdeen, 1637. X Yours in his faeet Lord 
| | Jaeſus, 8. N. 
| 154 To WILLIAM GLENDINNING, 
Dear brotber, 


E are heartily welcome to that honour, that Chriſt hatt 
made common to us both, which is to fuffer for his name 

Verily, 1 think it my garland and. crown; and if the Lor 
ſhould aſk of me my blood and life for this cauſe, I would glad 
ly, in his ſtrength, pay due debt to Chriſt's honour and glor 
in that kind. Acquaint yourſelf with Chriſt's love, and ye hal 
not miſs to find new gold mines and treaſures in Chriſt: na 
truly, we but ſtand beſide Chriſt, we go not in to him, to takt 
out fill of him. But if he ſhould do two things, 1. Draw tht 
curtains, and make bare his holy face; and then 2. Clear ou 
dim and bleired eyes, to ſee his beauty and glory; he fhoulc 
find many lovers. I would ſeek no more happineſs, but a ſigh 
of him ſo near hand, as te fee, hear, ſmell, and touch, and 
embrace him: but oh, cloſed doors and vails, and curtains, ane 
thick clouds hold me in pain, while I find the ſweet burning 0 
his love, that many waters cannot quench! O what fad hou 
have I, when I think, that the love of Chriſt ſcarreth at me 
and bloweth by me ! if my Lord Jeſus would come to bargain 
ing for his love, I think, he ſhould make price himſelf ; I ſhou! 
not refuſe ten thouſand years in hell, to have a wide foul enlar 
ged and made wider, that I might be exceedingly (even to th 
running over) filled with his love. O what am I to love ſuck 
an One, or to be loved by that high and lofty One | I think th 
angels may bluf to look upon him; and what an: I to file ſuc 

infinite brightneſs with my ſinful eyes! © that Chxiſt woul 

; com 
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come near, and ſtand ſtill and give me leave to look upon him 
For to look leemeth the poor man's privilege, ſince he may, 
for nothing, and without hire, behold the ſun. I ſhould have 
; king's lite, if I had no other thing to do, but for evermore to 
debold and eye my fair Lord Jeſus ; nay, fuppoſe I were holden 
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I out at heaven's fair entry, I ſhould be happy for evermore to 
bock through an hole in the door, and fee my deareſt and fait. 
aa Lord's face. O great King, why ſtandeſt thou aloof ? why 
Ml ccmoaineſt thou beyond the mountains? O Well-beloved, why 
1 Joſt thou pain a poor ſoul with delays ? A long time out of th 


xi glorious preſence is two deaths and two hells to me; we muſt 
meet, I muſt ſee him, I dow not want him, Hunger and long- 
ing for Chriſt, hath brought on ſuch a neceflity of enjoying 
Chriſt, that, coſt me what it will, I cannot but affure Chriſt, 

vill not, I dow not want him; for I eannot maſter or command 
Chriſt's love ; nay, hell (as I now think) and all the pains in it 
aid on me alone, would not put me from loving: yea, ſuppoſe 


power to keep back or impriſon the weak love I have, but it 
muſt be out to Chriſt: I would ſet heaven's joy afide, and live 
upon Chriſt's love its alone; let me have no joy, but the warm- 
neſs and fire of God's love; I ſeek no other, God knoweth ; if 
this love be taken from me, the bottom is fallen out of all my 
happineſs and joy; and therefore I believe Chriſt will never do 
me that much harm, as to bereave a poor priſoner of his love ; 
t were cruelty to take it from me: and he who is kindneſs it- 
elf, cannot be cruel, Dear brother, weary not of my {weet 


his croſs, Your deliverance ſleepeth not, He that will come is 
not ſlack of his promiſe : wait on for God's timeous ſalvation ; 
ak not when, or how long? 1 hope he ſhall loſe nothing of you 
in the furnace, but droſs: commit your cauſe in meeknefs (for- 
giving your oppreſſors) to God, and your ſentence ſhall come 
back from him laughing. Our Bridegroom's day is poſting faſt 


foot, ſhall be put in two ranks : wait till your ten days be end- 
ed, and hope for the crown, Chriſt will not give you a blind in 
the end, Commend me to your wife and father, and to Baillie 
M. A. and ſend this letter to him. The prayers of Chriſt's 


oul priſoner be upon you, and the Lord's preſence accompany you, 
nlar Aberdeen, Fuly 6. Yours in his faweet 

. 1637. Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
uch | 

«th 155. Te 
ſuc | 


my Lord Jeſus would not love me, it is above my ſtrength or. 


Maſter's chains; we are fo much the ſibber to Chriſt, that we 
ſuffer ; lodge not a hard thought of my royal King; rejoice in 


on; and this world, that ſeemeth to go with a long and a ſhore. 
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155. To ROBERT LENNOX of Diſtove, 


Dear brother, | 4 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I beſeech you in the 
| Lord Jeſus, make faſt and ſure work of life eternal: ſoy 
not rotten ſeed : every man's work will ſpeak for itſelf, what 
his ſeed hath been. O how many ſee I, who ſow to the fleſh1 
Alas, what a crop will that be, when the Lord ſhall put in hi 
hook to reap this world, that is ripe and white for judgment? 
I recommend to you holineſs and ſanctiſication, and that yoy 
keep yourſelf clean from this preſent evil world. We delight 
to tell our own dreams, and to flatter our own fleſh with the 
hope we have: it were wiſdom for us to be free, plain, honeſt 
and ſharp with our own ſouls, and to charge them to brew bet. 
ter, that they may drink well, and fare well, when time js melt. 
ed away like ſnow in a hot ſummer, O how hard a thing is it, 
to get the ſoul to give up with all things on this ſide of death 
and dooms-day } We ſay, we are removing and going from this 
world; but our heart ſtirreth not one foot off its ſeat. Alas! 
I ſee few heavenly minded ſouls, that have nothing upon the 
earth, but their body of clay going up and down this earth, be- 
cauſe their ſoul and the powers of it are up in heaven, and there 
their hearts live, deſire, enjoy, rejoice. Oh! mens ſouls have 
no wings, and therefore night and day they keep their neſt, 
and are not acquaint with Chriſt, - Sir, take you to your one 
thing, to Chriſt, that ye may be acquainted with the taſte of 
his ſweetneſs and excellency, and charge your love not to dote 
upon this world; for it will not do your buſineſs in that day, 
when nothing will come in good ſtead:tc, you, but God's favour: 
build upon Chriſt ſome good, choice and faſt work; for when 
your ſoul for many years hath taken the play, and hath poſted 
and wandered through the creatures, ye will come home again 
with the wind: they are not good, at leaſt not the fouls good; 
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it is the infinite God-head that mult allay the ſharpne{Z at rour n 
hunger after happineſs; otherwiſe there ſhall ſtill be a want of n 
ſatisfaction to your defires ; and if he would caft in ten worlds Wl is 
in your deſires, all ſhall fall ibrough, and you ſoul ſhall ſtill cry, Wi ©: 
red hunger, black hunger; but I am ſure there is ſufficient tor In 
you in Chriſt, if ye had ſeven ſouls and ſeyen deſires in you- h 
Oh if I could make my Lord Jefus market ſweet, lovely, de- th 
ſirable, and fair to all the world, both to Jew and Gentile! OM C 
let my part of heaven go for it, ſo being he would take m 3 


tongue to be his inſtrument, to ſet out Chriſt in his whole bra- 
veries of love, virtue, grace, ſweetneſs and matchleſs glory, te 
the eyes and hearts of Jews and Gentiles ! But who is tufficient 
for theſe things! O for the help of angels tongues, to make 


2Lrift exe-ſxect and amiable to many thouſands! O how 14 
; VEN 


/ 


doth this world ſee of him, and bow far are they from the love 
„him, ſeeing there is ſo much lovelineſs, beauty and ſweetneſs 
n Chriſt, that no created eye did ever yet ſee ! I would that all 
men knew his glory, and that I could put man in at the Bride- 
oom's chamber-door ; to ſee his beauty, and to be partakers 
8 his high, and deep, and broad, and boundleſs love. O let 
the world come nigh and ſee Chriſt, and they ſhall then ſee 
more than I can ſay of him ! O if I had a pledge or pawn to lay 
Jown for a ſea-full of his love ] that I could come buy ſo much 
if Chriſt, as would ſatisfy griening and longing for him, or ra- 
her increaſe it, till I were in full poſſeſfion ! I know we-ſhall 
meet ; and therein I rejoice. Sir, ſtand faſt in the truth of 
Chriſt, that ye have received: yield no winds, but ride out, 
and let Chriſt be your Anchor, and the only He, whom ye 
all look to fee in peace. Pray for me his priſoner that the 


lord would ſend me among you to feed his people. Grace, 
grace be with you. 33 8 

| Herden, 1637. Yours in his ſweet 
; Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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156. To JOHN FLEMING, Baillie of Leith. 
Worthy Sir, | | ® "ut | 
3 mercy and peace be to you. The Lord hath 
brought me ſafe to this ſtrange town ; bleſſed be his holy 
name, I find his crols eaſy and light, and TI hope he ſhall be 
with his poor ſold Jofeph, who is feparated from his brethren ; 
bis comforts have abounded towards me, as if Chriſt thought 
ſhame (if I may ſpeak ſo) to be in the common of ſuch a poor 
man as I am, and would not have me loſe any thing in his er- 


d rands. My enemies have, beſide their intention, made me more 
in bleſſed, and have put me in a ſweeter poſſeſſion of Chriſt than 
1; WM ever had before c only the memory of the fair days I had with 
ur Wl ny Well-beloved, amongſt the flock intruſted to me, keepeth 
of Wl me low, and ſoureth my unfeen joy; but it muſt be ſo, and he 
ds wiſe, who tutoreth me this way: for that which my brethren 
„bare, and I want, and others of this world have, I am content, 
or WW my faith will friſt God my happineſs: no fon offendeth, that 
u. bis father give him not hire twice a-year ; for he is to abide in 
le- ihe houſe, when the inheritance is to be divided: it is better 
OW God's children live upon hope, than upon hire. Thus, remem- 
my Wl bering my love to your worthy and kind wife; I bleſs you and 
ra- her, and all yours, in the Lord's name. 8s | 

08 Aberdeen, Sep. 29. Yours in his only, only 

. 1637. Lord Jeſus, . 
uke | | 
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157. To WILLIAM GLENDINING, 
Baillie Kinleudbrigbt. | 
| RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I am well, horny 
be to God ! and as well as a rejoicing priſoner of Chriſt 
can be, hoping that one day he, for whom I now ſuffer, ' ſhall 
enlarge me, and put me above the threatenings of men; I am 
ſometimes ſad, heavy and caften down, at the memory of the 
fair days I had with Chriſt, in Anwoth, Kirkcudbright, E. 
The remembrance of a feaſt encteafeth hunger in a hungry man; 
but who, knoweth, but our Lord will yet cover a table in the 
wildernefs to his hungry bairns, and build the old waſte places 
in Scotland, and bring home Zion's captives? I deſire to ſee 
no more glorious light, till I ſee the Lamb on his throne, than 
to ſee mount Zion all green with graſs, and the dew lying upon 
the tops of the graſs, and'the crown put upon Chriſt's head in 
Scotland again: and I believe it ſhall be ſo, and that Chriſt hall 
mow down his enemies, and fill the pits with their dead bodies, 
I find people here dry and uncouth: a man pointed at for ſuf- 
fering dare not be countenanced ; ſo that I am like to fit mine 
alone upon the ground: but my Lord payeth me well home 2. 
gain; for I have neither tongue, nor pen, nor heart to expreſs 
the ſweetneſs and excellency of the love of Chriſt, Chriſt's ho, 
ney combs drop honey, and floods of conſolation upon my ſoul; 
my chains are gold: Chriſt's croſs is all overgilded and perfum. 
ed; his priſon is the garden and orchard of my delights : 1 
would go through burning-quick to my lovely Chriſt ; I ſleep 
pn arms all the night, and my head betwixt his breaſts z my 
ell-beloved is altogether loyely : this is all nothing to that 
which my foul hath felt. Let no man, for my cauſe, ſcar at 
Chriſt's croſs 1 if my ſtipend, place, country, credit, had been 
an earldom, a kingdom, ten kingdoms, and a whole earth; all 
were too little for the crown and ſceptre of my royal King. Mine 
enemies, mine enemies have made me bleſſed: they have ſent 
me to the Bridegroom's chamber ; love is his banner over me: 
Flive a King's life; I want notbing but heaven, and poſſeſſion 
of the crown: my earneſt is great, Chriſt is no niggard to me. 


Dear brother, be for the Lord Jeſus and his heart-broken bride: | 


I need not (I hope) remember my diſtreſſed brother to your 

care. Remember my love to your wife, let Chriſt want noth- 

ing of us: his garments ſhall be rolled in the blood of the (lan 

of Scotland. Grace, grace be with you. Pray for Chriſts 

riſoner. _ | | | 

Aberdeen, Sept. 21. Yours in his ſrueet 

1637. Lord Jeſus, 8. - 

| 0 
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158. Te ROBERT GORDON. of Kneckbrex, 


Dear brother, | 


- 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you : I am by God's mer- 


. ſettled in an honeſt man's houſe ; I find the town's men cold, 
general, and dry in their kindneſs; yet I find a lodging in the 
heart of many ſtrangers. My challenges are revived again, and 
| find old ſores are bleeding of new; ſo dangerous and painful 
js an undercoated conſcience ; yet I have an eye to the blood 
hat is phyſic for ſuch ſores : but verily I ſee Chriſtianity is con- 
eived to be more eaſy and lighter than it is; ſo that I ſome- 


imes think, I never knew any thing but the letters of that 
ame; for our nature contenteth itſelf with little in godlinefs. 


ur Lord Lord, ſeemeth to us, ten Lord Lords: little holineſs in 
ur balance is much, becaule it is our holinets ; and we love to lay 
mall burdens upon our ſoft natures, and to make a fair court- 
ay to heaven; and I know it were neceflary to take more pains 
han we do, and not to make heaven a city more eaſily taken 


han God hath made it: I perſuade myſelf, many runners ſhall - 


Home ſhort and get a diſappointment. Oh ! how eaſy is it to de- 
ieee ourfelves, and to ſleep and wiſh that heaven may fall down 
door laps ! Vet, for all my Lord's glooms, I find him ſweet, 
cious, loving, kind: and I want both pen and words to ſet 


; Worth the fairneſs, beauty and ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, and the 


+ Wonour of this croſs of Chriſt, which is glorious to me, 
[ Wough the world thinketh. ſhame thereof: I verily think 
pt the croſs of Chriſt would bluth and think ſhame of theſe 


y WW in-ikinned worldlings, who are ſo married to their creditg 


*r they are aſhamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O the 
at eonour to be ſcourged, ſtoned with Chriſt, and to go through 
n fvrious-faced death to life eternal! but men would have law- 
rows againſt Chriſt's croſs. Now, my dear brother, forget 
ie et the priſoner of Chriſt ; for I ſee very few here, who kindly 
nt Nr God. Grace be with you. Let my love in Chriſt and hear- 
e : WW) fecion be remembered to your kind wife, and to your bro- 
n er John, and to all friends. The Lord Jeſus be with your 
je. pirit, | 
le. Lerd. Sept. 20. 1637. Yours in his only, only Lord 
ur oo Jeſus, 8. R. 
MED +—+—++—++—+ +++ +++++p-++4++-4-4++4++ 
1359. Te EARLSTO UN younger. 
Much hanoured Sir, I | | 
RACE, mercy, and peace be to you: I am well, Chriſt 
IF triumpheth in me, bleſſed be his name; I have all things, 
R. lrden no man: I ſee, this earth and the fulneſs thereof is my 
To her's ; ſweet, ſweet is the croſs of my Lord. The bleſling 
ed upon the crofs of my Lord Jeſus. My enemies have 
Gsg contributed 


cy come now to Aberdeen, the place of my confinement, 


2 
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contributed (beſide their defign) to make me bleſſed. This is 
my palace, not my priſon ; efpecially, when my Lord ſhineth 
and ſmileth upon his poor afflicted and fold Joſeph, who is ſe. 
parated from his brethren : but often he hideth himſelf, and 
there is, a day of law, and a court of challenges within me; 1 
know not, if fenced in God's name, but oh my neglec&ts! Oh 
my unſeen guiltineſs ! I imagined, that a ſufferer for Chriſt 
kept the keys of Chriſt's treaſure, and might take out his womb. | 
ful of comforts, when he pleafed ; but I ſee, a fufferer and wit. 
_ nefs will be holden at the door, as well as another poor ſinner, | 
and glad to eat with the bairns, and to take thebye-board. This 
croſs hath let me ſee, that heaven is not at the next door, and 
that it is a caſtle not ſoon taken: I ſee alfo, it is neither pain 
nor art, to play the hypocrite. We have all learned to fell our. Wt 
ſelves for double price, and to make the people, who call ten Wl 
twenty, and twenty an hundred, eſteem us half gods, or men 
fallen out of the clouds: but, oh fincerity, fincerity, if I knew | 
what fincerity meaneth. Sir, lay the foundation thus, and ye WI 
ſhall not ſoon ſhrink, nor be ſhaken; make tight work at the Wl: 
bottom, and your ſhip ſhall ride againſt all ſtorms, if withal 
your anchor be faſtened upon good ground, I mean within the 


t 
vail; and verily I think this is all to gain Chriſt : all other . 
things are ſhadows, dreams, fancies, and nothing. Sir, remem- . C 
ber my love to your mother: I pray for mercy and grace to her?. 
I wiſh her on-going toward heaven: as I promiſed to write, ſo . 
ſhew her I want nothing in my Lord's ſervice ; Chriſt will not 


be in ſuch a poor man's common as mine. Grace, grace be 

with you. | 
Aberd. Sep. 22. Yours in his ſweet | 
1637.  Lerd Feſus, S. R. 
Hp SSH ++ -e+©Op+Þ+Þ+©pHpH+ +7 


160. To JOHN GORDON.  "_ 


Worthy and dear brother, | FI e 
2 ACE, mercy and peace be to you: Thave been too long 
in writing to you, but multitude of letters taketh much 
time from me. I bleſs his great name, whom I ſerve, in the 
ſpirit, if it came to voting amongſt angels and men, how excel- 
lent and ſweet Chriſt is, even in his reproaches and in his crols, 
I cannot. but vote with the firſt, that all that is in him, both 
croſs and crown, kiſſes and glooms, embracements and frown- 
ings and ſtrokes are ſweet and glorious. God ſend me no more 
happineſs in heaven, or out of heaven, but Chriſt : for [ find 
this world, when I have looked upon it on both ſides, within 
and without, and when I have ſeen even the laughing and love- 
ly tide of it, to be but a fool's idol, a clay priſon ; Lord, let it 
not be the neſt that my hope buildeth in. I have now * - 
g 7 
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judge my part of this earth not worth a blaſt of ſmoke, on a 1 
mouthful of brown bread. I wiſh my hope may take a running 
leap, and ſkip over time's pleaſures, fins plaiſtering and gold- 
foil, this vain earth, and reſt upon my Lord. O how great is 
our night-darkneſs in this wilderneſs ! to have any conceit at all 
of this world, is as if a man would cloſe his handful of water, and, 
holding his hand in the river, fay, all the water of the flood is 
his, as if it were indeed all within the compaſs of his hand : 
who would not laugh at the thoughts of ſuch a crack-brain ? 
Verily they have but an handful of water, and are but like a 
child claſping his two hands about a night-Thadow, - who idolize 
any created hope, but God. I now lightly and put the price of 
a dream, or fable, or black nothing, upon all things, but God, 
and that deſireable and love-worthy One, my Lord Jeſus: let 
ill the world be nothing, (for nothing was their ſeed and mo- 
ther) and let God be all things. My very dear brother, know, 
e are as near heaven, as ye are far from yourſelf, and far from 
the love of a bewitching and whoriſh world: for this world; in 
its gain and glory, is but the great and notable common whore, 
that all the ſons of men have been in fancy and luſt withal theſe 
zooo years: the children, that they have begotten with this 
uncouth and luſtful lover, are but vanity, dreams, gold-imagi- 
mtions and nightsthoughts: for there is no ground here, un- 
der the covering of heaven, for men, and poor wearied ſouls, 
to ſet down their foot upon. Ol he who is called God, that 
One whom they term Jeſus Chriſt, is worth the having indeed ; 
ren if I had given away all without my eye-holes, my ſoul, and 
myſelf for ſweet Jeſus my Lord ! O let the claim be cancelled, * 
lat the creatures have to me, except that claim my Lord Je- 
lus hath to me Þ O that he would claim poor me, my ſilly, light 
nd worthleſs ſoul ! O that he would purſue his claim to the 
moſt pain, and not want me! for it is my pain, and remedi 
ſorrow to want him, I ſee nothing in this life, but ſinks, 
Fl nd mires and dreams, and beguiling ditches, and ill ground 
b rus to build upon. A am fully periuaded of Chriſt's victory in 
ce Wtland, but 1 fear this land be not yet ripe and white for mer- 
„get 1 dare be halver (upon my ſalvation) with the loſſes of 
„ e church of Scotland, that her foes afternoon ſhall ſing dool 
ch d forrow for evermore, and that her joy ſhall once again be 
n- ed up, and her ſky ſhall clear; but venggance and burning 
re l be to her adverſaries, and the ſinners of this land. Oh 
ad WE" ve could be awakened to prayers and humiliation ! Then 
in WMWT""'d our ſun ſhine like ſeven ſuns in the heavens, then ſhould 
re- demple of Chriſt be builded upon the mountain tops, and 
it hand from coaſt to coaſt ſhould be filled with the glory of 
10 Lord. Brother, your day-taſk is wearing ſhort, your hour 
oe of this ſpan-length and hand-breadth of life will quickly 
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paſs; and therefore take order and courſe with matters betuin 
vou and Chriſt, and before it come to open pleading : there xe 
no quarters to be had of Chriſt, in open judgment. 1 knoy 
ye ſee your thread wearing ſhort, and that there are not mary 
inches to the thread's end; and therefore loſe not time. Re. 
member me his priſoner, that it would pleaſe the Lord to bring 
me again amongſt you with abundance of the goſpel. Grace, 
grace be with you. | | 

Aberd. 1037. Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
IODDDQOCODCODOOODOCQOCYDODSIOCOCODDGION 


101. To Mr. HUGH MACKAIL. 
Reverend and dear brother, 
1 Thank you for your letter. I cannot but ſhew you, that 
1 


I never expected any thing from Chriſt, but much good and 
ndneſs; ſo he hath made me to find it, in the houſe of ny 


Pilgrimage; and believe me, brother, I give it to you under 


mine own hand-writ, that, whoſo looketh to the white ſide of 


Chriſt's croſs, and can take it up handſomely with faith and 
courage, ſhall find it ſuch a burden, as fails are to a ſhip, or 
wings to a bird. I find my Lord hath over-gilded that black 
tree, and hath perfumed it, and oiled it, with joy and conſols 
tion, Like a fool, once I would chide and plead with Chriſ, 


and ſlander him to others of unkindneſs: but I truſt in God 


E 


not to call his glooms unkind again; for he hath taken from me 
my ſackloth : and I verily cannot tell you, what a poor Joſeph 
and priloner (with whom my mother's children were angry) doth 


now think of kind Chriſt. I will chide no more, providing he 
will quit me all by-gones; for I am poor. Iam taught, inthis 


ill weather, to go on the lee-fide of Chriſt, and to put him! 
between me and the ſtorm : and I thank God I walk on the fun 


ny ſide of the brae. I write it, that ye may ſpeak in my behal 


the praiſes of my Lord to others, that my bonds may preach 


O if all Scotland knew the feaſts and love-blinks, and viſits, tha 


the prelates have ſent me unto: I will verily give my Lord | 
1us a free diſcharge of all, that I, like a fool, laid to his charge 
and beg him pardon to the mends. God grant, that, in m 
temptations, I come not on his wrong fide again, and never i 
gain fall a raving againſt my Phyſician, in my fever. Brother 
plead with your mother, while ye have time: a pulpit would 0 
a high feaſt to me; but I dare not ſay one word againſt him 
who hath done to it: I am not out of the houſe as yet; m 
ſweet Maſter faith, I ſhall have houſe- room at his own elbo 
albeit their ſynagogue will need force to caſt me out. A let 
were a work of charity to me. Grace be with you. Pray for m6 
Aberdeen, Novemb. 22. Your brather and Chr js 
- 1637. Priſener, &. 
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162. To. JAMES MURR A. 
Dear brother, F 9 2091+. 
Received your letter; I am in good health of bady, but 
far better in my ſoul, I find my Lord no worſe than his 
word ; 1 vill be with him in trouble, is made good to me now: 
he heareth the ſighing of the priſoner. Brother, I am com- 
forted in my royal Prince and King: the world knoweth not 
our life, it is a myſtery to them; we have the ſunny fide of 
the world, and our paradiſe is far above theirs, yea, dur weep- 
ing above their laughing, which is but like the crackling of 
thorns under a pot; and therefore we have good cauſe to fight 
it out, for the day of our laureation is approaching. I find my 
priſon the ſweeteſt place I ever was in; my Lord Jeſus is kind 
to me, and hath taken the maſk off his face, and is content to 
quit me all by-ganes; I dare not complain of him. And for 
my ſilence, I lay it before Chriſt ; I hope it ſhall be a rx. 
f flence ; he who knoweth what I would, knoweth that my ſou! 
deſireth no more, but that King Jeſus may be great in the north 
oy of Scotland, in the ſouth, and in the eaſt and weſt, through 
un ſufferings for the freedom of my Lord's houſe and kingdom, 
a! could keep good quarters in time to come with Chriſt, I 
; WY would fear nothing; but oh ! oh | I complain of my woful out- 
18 brcakings ; I tremble at the remembrance of a new out-caſt be- 
ol tvixt him and me; and J have cauſe, when I conſider what ſick 
h and fad days I have had for his abſence, who is now come. I. 
find Chriſt dow not be long unkind; our Joſeph's bowels yearn 
within him, he cannot {mother love long, it muſt break out at 
feength. Praiſe, praiſe with me, brother, and deſire my ac- 
. WF quaintance to help me: I dare not conceal his love to my ſoul, 
| with you all a part of my feaſt, that my Lord Jeſus may be 
honoured ; I allow you not to hide Chriſt's bounty to me, when + 
ye meet with ſuch as know Chriſt. Ye write nothing to me, 
Ms hat are the cruel mercies of the prelates toward me. The mi- 
| niſters of this town, as I hear, intend that I ſhall be more ſtrict- 


I |) confined, or elſe tranſported, becauſe they find ſome people 
5 . 
Fs *iet me. Grace be with you. 


* 


ra Aber deen, Nov. 21. . Yours in the Lord = 
P Err emit tre pp toetrt 


163. To JOHN FLEMING Baillie of Leith. | 
My very worthy friend, | | 1 
0 Kh ACE, mercy and peace be to you; I received your let- J 
ter: I bleſs my Lord through Jeſus Chriſt, I find ho | 
word good, Ifa. xlviii. 10. 1 have cheſen thee in the furnace of 
Miction, and Pſal. xci. 15, 1 will be with him in trouble. I ne- 
er expected other at Chrid's hand, but much good and com- 
| fort; 


** J M * : 
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fort; and I am not diſappointed : I find my Lord's croſs over. 


gilded and oiled with comforts. My Lord hath now ſhown me 


the white fide of his croſs: I would not exchange my weepinp 
in priſon with the fourteen prelates laughter, amidſt their hun. 
gry and lean joys. This world knoweth not the ſweetneſs 9 
Chriſt's love, it is a myſtery to them. At my firſt coming here, 
I found great heavineſs, eſpecially becauſe it had pleaſed the 
prelates to add this gentle cruelty to my former ſufferings (for 
it is gentle to them) to inhibit the miniſters of the town to gine 
me the liberty of a pulpit: I ſaid, What aileth Chriſt at ny 
ſervice ? but I was a fool, he hath chid himſelf friends with me: 
if ye and others of God's children ſhall praiſe his great name, 
who maketh worthleſs men witneſſes: for him, my filence and 
ſufferings ſhall preach more than my tongue could do: if his 
glory be ſeen in me, I am fatisfied ; for I want no kindneſs of 
Chriſt, And, Sir, I dare not ſmother his liberality : I write it 
to you, that ye may praiſe and defire your brother and others 
to join with me in this work. This land ſhall be made deſolate; 
our iniquities are full: the Lord ſaith, we ſhall drink, and 
ſpue, and fall. Remember my love to your kind wife, Grace 
be with you. IP 0 
Aberd. Nov. 13. 1736. Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
S D TTX Tqcqc.cTTMTGTTTHTH Tz r r  —T r r 2+. z--Tx- 


104. To EARLSTOUNMN Elder. 
Rev. xii. 11.' And they overcame the dragon by the blood of the 


Lamb, and the word of their teflumony ;. and they laved nat their 


lives unto the death. 


Much honoured Sir, 2 
F RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to ſee you in 
2 8 paper, and to be refreſhed by you. I cannot but deſire 


. you and charge you to help me to praiſe him, who feedeth 2 


oor priſoner with the fatneſs of his houſe. O how weighty is 
Bis love! O but there is much telling in Chriſt's kindneſs ! The 
Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs hath paid me my hundred 
fold, well told, and one to the hundred: I complained of him, 
but he is owing me nothing now. Sir, I charge you to help 
me to praiſe his goodneſs, and to proclaim to others my Bride- 


groom's kindneſs, whoſe love is better than wine, I took up 


an action againſt Chriſt my Lord; and l ſaid, This is my death, 
he hath forgotren me : but my meek Lord held his peace, and 
beheld me, and would not contend. for the laſt word of flyting 
and now he hath chided himſelf friends with me: and now I 
fee, he mult be God, and I muſt be fleſh. I paſs from my ſum- 
mons, I acknowledge he might have given me my fill of it, and 
never troubled himſelf : but now he hath taken away the malk 3 


I have been camforted : he could not ſmother his love any long- 
er 


pl 
r f 


pit. 165. LETTER S8. 243 
- to a priſoner and ſtranger. God grant that I may never buy 
plea againſt Chriſt again, but may keep good quarters with 
m. 1 want no kindneſs, no love tokens : but oh, wiſe is his 
ve | for notwithſtanding of this hot ſummer-blink, I am kept 
„ with the grief of my filence; for his word is in me as a 
e iu my bowels 3 and I ſee the Lord's vineyard laid waſte, and 
e heathen entered into the ſanctuary; and my belly is pained, 
ad my ſoul in heavineſs, becauſe the Lord's people are gone 
to captivity, and becauſe of the fury of the Lord, and that 
ind (but neither to fan nor to purge) that is coming upon a- 
oſtate Scotland. Alſo I am kept awake with the late wrong 
one to my brother; but I truſt ye will counſel and comfort 
im, Yet in this miſt, I ſee, and believe, th rd will heal 
his halting kirk, and will lay ber flones with fair colours, and 
r frundations with ſapphires, and will make her windows of a- 
ates, and her gates of carbuncles, Ia. liv. 11, 12. And for braſs 
2 will bring gold: he hath created the ſmith that formed the 
ord, no weapon in war ſhall proſper againſt us. Let us be 
2d and rejoice in the Lord, for his falvation is near to come. 
member me to your wife and your ſon John: and I entreat 
ou to write to me. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, Dec. 30. ' _FLours in his only, only Lord 
1637 5 Jeſus, S8. R. 
— 7 — — — 2 — 2 —— 
165. To Mr. JOHN FER GUS HILL. | 
Reverend and auell- beloved in our Lord Feſus, 
[ Muſt till provoke you to write by my lines, whereat ye need 
| not wonder; for the croſs is full of talk, and ſpeak it muſt, 
ther good or bad: neither can grief be ſilent. I have no dit- 
nor indictment to bring againſt Chriſt's croſs, ſeeing he hath 
ce a friendly agreement betwixt me and it, and we are in 
ums of love together. If my former miſcarriages, and my now 
ent ſabbaths ſeem to me to ſpeak wrath from the Lord, I 
ae ſay, it is but Satan borrowing the uſe and loan of my cow- 
dy and feeble apprehenſions, which ſtart at ſtraws. I know . 
th is not ſo faint and fooliſh as to tremble at every falſe alarm: 
t I gather this out of it, © Bleſſed are they who are graced of 
od to guide a croſs well, and that there is ſome art required 
lerein.” I pray God I may not be ſo ill friend- ſtead, as that 
hriſt my Lord ſhould leave me to be my own tutor, and my 
n phyſician: Shall I not think, but my Lord Jeſus, who de- 
Teth his own place very well, will take his own place upon 
iu, as it becometh him, and that he will fill kis own chair 
rn this is his office, 2 comfort us, and thoſe that are caſten 
"on, in all their tribulations, 2 Cor. i. 4. Alas! I know I am 
ol to ſeek an hole or defect in Chriſt's way with my ſoul. If 
lars not a ſtock to preſent to Chriſt at his appearance, yet I 


pray 
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pray God I may be able, with joy, faith, and conſtancy, to ſhey 
the Captain of my ſalvation, in that day, a bloody-head, that] 


With Chriſt's left hand under my head, and his right hand em- 


ſider how tenderly Chriſt hath cared for me in this priſon, l 


* 


received in bis ſervice. Howbeit my faith hang by a ſmall tac 
and thread, I hope the tack ſhall not break ; and Howbeit a 
Lord get no ſervice of me but broken withes, yet I truſt the, 
ſhall be accepted upon Chriſt's account. | have nothing to com. 
fort me, but that I ſay, Ol-! will the Lord difappoint an hun, 
y on-waiter ? The ſmell of Chriſt's wine and apples, which 
Nel the up- taking of dull ſenſe, bloweth upon my ſoul, and 
1 get no more for the mean time. I am ſure, to let a famiſh. 
ing body ſee meat, and give him none of it, is a double pain: 
our Lord's love is not ſo cruel, as to let a poor man ſee Chrit 
and heaven, anq; ever give him more, for want of money t9 
buy: nay, I rather think Chriſt ſuch fair market-wares, as buy. 
ers may have without money and without price: and thus | 
know, it ſhall not ſtand upon my want of money: for Christ, 
pon his own charges, maſt buy my wedding-garment, and re- 
deem the inheritance, which I have forfeited, and give his word 
for one the like of me, who am not law-biding of myfelf : poor 
folks muſt either borrow. or beg from the rich; and the only 
thing that commendeth ſinners to Chriſt, is extreme neceſlity 
and want: Chriſt's love is ready to make and provide a ranſom 
and money for a poor body, who hath loſt his purſe: Ho, ye that 
have money, come and buy, Iſa. Iv. 1. that is the poor man's 
market. Now, brother, I ſee old croſſes would have done no- 
thing to me, and therefore Chriſt hath taken a new freſh rod 
to me, that ſeemeth to talk with my ſoul, and make me trem- 
ble. I have often more ado now with faith, when I loſe my 
compaſs, . and am blown on a rock, than thoſe who are my be- 
holders, ſtanding upon the ſhore, are aware of. A counſel to 
a ſick man is ſooner given than-taken. Lord, ſend the wearied 
man a borrowed bed from Chriſt : I think often it is after ſup- 
with me, and I am heavy: O but I would ſleep ſoundiy, 


bracing me; the devil could not ſpill that bed. When I con- 


think he has handled me as the bairn that. js pitied and bemoan- 
ed: I deſire no more till I be in heaven, but ſuch a feaſt and fill 
of Chriſt's love as I would have; this love would be fair and a- 
dorning paſſments, which would beautify and ſet forth my black 
unpleaſant croſs. I cannot tell, my dear brother, what a great 
load I would bear, If I had a hearty fill of the love of that love- 
ly One, Chriſt Jeſus : oh if ye would ſeek and pray for that to 
me] I would give Chriſt all his love-ſtyles and titles of honour, 
if he would give me but this; nay, I would ſell myſelf (if! 
could) for that love. I have been waiting to ſee what friends 


of place and power would do for us: but when tke Lord 1 
| | t 


\ 
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he pins of his own tabernacle, he will have himſelf to be ac- 
wwledged as the only builder up thereof; and therefore I 
ould take back again my hope, that J lent and laid in pawn in 
gens hands, and give it wholly to Chriſt. It is no time for me 
ow to {et up idols of my own: it were a pity to give an. ounce - 
eight of hope to any beſides Chriſt ; I think him well worthy 
f all my hope, though it were as weighty as both heaven and 
arth. Happy were I, if I had any thing that Chriſt would 
ek or accept of: but now, alas, I ſee not what ſervice I can do 
o him, except it be to talk a little, and babble, upon a piece of 
aper, concerning the love of Chriſt, I am often, as if my faith 
ere wadſet, fo that I cannot command it; and then, when he 
\deth himſelf, I run to the other extreme, in making each 
ing and toe of my caſe as big as mountain of iron : and then 
iſbelief can ſpin out an hell of heavy and. deſponding thoughts; 
hen Chriſt ſeeketh law-borrows of my unbelieving apprehenſi- 
ns, and chargeth me to- believe his day-light at mid-night. 
nt | make pleas with Chriſt, though it be ill my common ſo 
> do: it were my happineſs, when I am in his houſe of wine, 
nd when I find a feaſt=day, + if I could Hearten and hear for the 
ime to come, Ia. xlii. 23. But I fee, we muſt be off our feet 
wading a deep water; and then Chriſt's love findeth timeous 
mployment, at ſuch a dead lift as that: and beſides, after bro- 
en brows, bairns learn to walk more circumſpectly. If I come 
) heaven any way, howbeit like 2 tired traveller, upon my 
zuide's ſhoulder, it is good enough for thoſe who have no legs 
their own for ſuch a journey. I never thought there had been 
ed of ſo much wreſtling to win to the top of that ſteep moun- 
in as now I find. Wo is me for this broken and back-ſliding 
burch ; it is like an old bowing-wall, leaning to the one ſide, 
nd there are none of all her ſons who will ſet a prop under her. 
b. know, I need not bemoan Chriſt ; for he careth for his own 
iy, onour, more than I can do: but who can blame me to be wae 
Thad grace ſo to do) to fee my Well-beloved's fair face ſpit- 
d upon, and his own crown plucked off his head, and the ark 
| God taken, and carried in the Philiſtines cart, and the kine 
ut to carry it, who will let it fall to the ground? The Lord 
itto his own helping hand. I would defire you to prepare your- 
S lt for a fight with beaſts : ye will not get leave to ſteal quietly 
WW deaven, in Chriſt's company, without a conflict and a croſs. 


et emember my bonds, and praiſe my ſecond and fellow priſon- 

j# 5 Chriſt, Grace be with you. | . 
„ e in Oh ee e 

fl 166, Jo WILLIAM GLENDINNING. 

ds ear brother, EY f 4 

th RACE, mercy and peace be to yon. Your caſe is unknown 

he to me, whether ye be yet our Lord's priſoner at Wigtoun, , 


Hah | or 


* 


> * 
— 
— 222 — 
> 


or not: however it be, I know our Lord Fefus bath” been in- 


my candle, and caufeth my light to ſhine upward, it is one of 


| ed harlot, as that it ſhould wrong Chriſt of our love. How faft, 


our watch-glaſs. O what a wife courſe were it for us, to look 


Lord of the houfe, with the reſt, till my Lord take the fetters 


246. Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Fp. 166 


quiring for you; and that he hath honoured you to bear his 
chains, which is the golden end of his croſs ; and fo hath wail. 
ed out a choſen and honourable croſs for you: I with yon much 
joy and comfort of it; for I have notbing to ſay of Chriſt's croſs 
but much good : I hope my ill word thall never meet either 
Chriſt, or his ſweet and eafy_ croſs. I know he ſeeketh of us 
an out-caſt with this houſe of clay, this mother-priſon, this 
earth, that we love full well; and verily, when Chriſt ſnuffeth 


my greateſt wonders, that dirt and clay hath fo much court 
with a ſoul not made with clay: and that our foul goeth out of 
kind fo far, as to make an idol of this earth, ſuch a deform- 


how faſt doth our ſhip fail | And how fair a wind hath time, to 
blow us off theſe coaſts, and this land of dying and periſhing 
things ! and, alas, our ſhip faileth one way, and fleeth many 
miles in one hour, to haſten us upon eternity; and our love and 
hearts are ſailing cloſe back over, and ſwimming towards eaſe, 
lawleſs pleafure, vain honour, periſhing riches, and to build a 
foo!'s neſt, I know not where, and to lay our eggs within the 
{ea-mark, and faſten our hits of broken auchors upon the work 
ground an the world, this fleeting and periſhing lite ; and in the 
mean while, time and tide carry us upon another hfe, and there 
is daily leſs and leſs oil in our lamps, and leſs and lefs fand in 


away from the falſe beauty of our borrowed priſon, and to mind, 
and eye, and Juſt for our country! Lord, Lord, take us home. 
And for myfelf, I think, if a poor, weak, dying theep, ſeck 
for an old dyke, and the lee ſide of an hill, in a ſtorm, I have 
c auſe to long for a covert from this ſtorm in heaven: I know 
none will take my room over my head there. But certainly, 
ſleepy bodies would be at reft and a well-made bed, and an old 
crazed bark at a ſhore, and a wearied traveller at home, and : 
breathleſs hagſe at the rigg's end. I fee nothing in this life but 
ſin, and the ſour fruits of lin : and O what a burden is fin ! and 
what a ſlavery and miſerable bondage is it, to be at the nod, 
and yeas and nays of fuch a lord-maſter as a body of fin ! tru- 
ly, when I think of it, it is a wonder that Chriſt maketb not 
fire and aſhes of ſuch a dry branch as I am. I would often ly 
down under Chritt's feet, and bid him trample upon me, when 
| contider my guiltineſs: but ſeeing he hath fworn, that uin 
fhall not looſe his unchangeable covenant, I keep houſe-room 
amongſt the reſt of the ill-learned bairns, and muſt cumber tae 


of legs and arms, and deſtroy this body of fin, and make a hole 


0: a breach in this cage of earth, that the bird may ftee ont, * 
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the impriſoned foul be at liberty. In the mean time, the leaſt 
intimation of Chriſt's love is ſweet, and the hope of marriage 
with the Bridegroom holdeth me in ſome joyful on-waiting, that 
when Chriſt's ſummer- birds ſhali fing upon the branches of the 
tree of life, I thall be tuned by God bimſelf, to help them to 
ſing the home-coming of our Well-beloved and his bride to 
their houſe together. When I think of this, I think winters 
and ſummers, and years and days, and time do me a pleaſure, 
that they ſhorten this untwiſted and weak thread of my life, and 
thar they put fin and miſeries by-hand, and that they ſhall car- 
ry me to my Bridegroom within a clap. Dear brother, pray for 
me, that it would pleaſe the Lord of the vineyard to give me 
room to preach his righteouſneſs again to the great congrega- 
tion, Grace, grace be with you. Remember me to your wife. 


fberdeen, 1637. | Yours in his ſweet 
U | Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
S = = 53.J= => == = = =— = —— == — = = = == = = = = = — 


Rev. viii. 14. Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation 
and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blagd 
of the Lamb. | K F 


Madam, 7 
RACE, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I great- 
; ly long to be refreſhed with your letter. I am now (all 
honour and glory tothe King eternal, immortal, and invitible !) 
in better terms with Chriſt than I was. I, like a fool, ſum- 
moned my huiband and Lord, and libelled unkindnefs againſt 
him ; but now I paſs-from that fooliſh purſuit, I give over the 
pica ; he is God, and Iam man. I was looking a faſt ſtone, 
and digging at the ground-ſtone (the love of my Lord) to ſhake 
and uniettle it; but, God be thanked, it is faſt: all is ſure. 
In my priſon he hath ſhewed me day-light ; he dought nat hide 1 
bis love any longer. Chriſt was diſguiſed and mafked, and I K 
pprehended it was not he; and he hath faid, It is I, be not a- a 
faid: and now his love is better than wine, Oh that all the 
wins had part of the Bridegroom's love, whereupon he ma- 
keth me to feed | Help me to praife: I charge yon, Madam, 
help me to pay praiſes; znd tell others, the daughters of Jeru- 


ot 

I lalem, how kind Chriſt is to a poor priſoner : he hath paid me 

en my hundred-fold, it is well told me, and one to the hundred: 

= lan nothing behind with Chriſt. Let not fools, becauſe of 

m beir lazy and foft fleſh, raiſe a ſlander and an ill report upon 

de de crots of Chriſt ; it is ſweeter than fair. I fee grace growe:h 9 
ers beſt in winter: this poor perſecuted kirk, this lily among the 8 
ole thorns, ſhall bloſſom and laugh upon the Gardener z the Hu- il 
»d Out nan's bleſſing ſhall light upon it. Oh if I could be free - | 
he II h 2 | jealonſte; 


* 
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jealouſies of Chriſt, after this; and believe, and keep good qua. 
ters with my deareſt huſband ! for he hath been Kind to the 
ſtranger : and yet in all this fair hot ſummer-weather, Lam key: 
from ſaying, It is good to be here, with my ſilence, and with 
grief to ſee my mother wounded, and her vail taken from her, 
and the fair temple caſten down, and my belly is pained, ny 
foul is heavy for the captivi- g of the daughter of my people, and 
becaule of the fury of the Lord, and his fierce indignation 2 
gainſt apoſtate Scotland. I pray you, Madam, let me hape tha 
which is my prayer here, that my ſufferings may preach to the 
four quarters of this land; and therefore tell others, how 
handed Chriſt hath been to the priſaner, and the oppreſſed ſtran- 
ger: why thould I conceal it? I know no other way how to glo- 
rify Chriſt, but to make an open proclamation of his love, and 
of his ſoft and ſweet kiſſes to ine in the furnace, and of his fide: 
lity to ſuch as ſuffer for him. Give it me under your hand, that 
ye will help me to pray and praiſe ; but rather to praiſe, aud 
rejoĩce in the ſalvation of God, Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. Dec. 30. ; Yours in his deareſt and-only 
n | Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
HEHE SOS HH H ++H +++ 
168. To the Lady CARDONESS, 
Ay dearly beloved and longed for in the Lord, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear hoy 
your foul proſpereth, and how the kingdom of Chrilt 
thriveth in you. I exhort you and beſeech you in the bowels 
of Chriſt, faint not, weary not. There is, a great neceſſit) df 
Heaven; ye mult needs have it ; all other things, as houles, 
lands, children,hufband, friends, country, credit, health, wealth, 
honour, may be wanted, but heaven is your one thing necel 
ſary, the good part that ſhall not be taken from you. See that 
ye buy the field where the pearl is; ſell all and make a purchalc 
of ſalvation: think it not eaſy, for it is a ſteep aſcent to eternal 
glory; many are lying dead by the way, that are ſlein with le 
curity. I have now been led by my Lord Jeſus to ſuch a nick ! 
Chriſtianity, as I think little of former things, Oh what I want: 
I want ſo many things, that I am almoſt aſking if I have an) 
thing at all. Every man thinketh he is rich enough in grace, 
till he take: out his purſe, and tell his money, and then he find- 
#th his pack but poor and light in the day of a heavy trial. x 
found, TI hag' not to bear my expences, and ſhould have fainte ' 
it want and g enury had not chaſed me to the Store-houſe ol a ; 
I beſeech you make conſcience of your ways: deal Kindly " 
with conſciery e with your tenants: to fill a breach, or an hole, 


nike not a gre zater breach in the conſcience. I wiſh plenty of 


love to your 4e ul: let the world be the portion of gs” 


wit 10. DETTERS 1 OT ay 


make it not yours; e the laſt trumpet is e the world 
and all its glory will be like an old houſe, that is burnt to aſhes, 
and like an old fallen caſtle, without a roof. Fy, fy upon us, 
ſools, who think ourſelves debtors to the world. My Lord hath 
brought me to this, that I would not give a drink of cold wa- 
ter for this world's kindneſs ; 'I wonder that men long after, 
love, or care for theſe feathers ; it is almoſt an uncouth world 
to me, to think, that men are fo mad as to block with dead 
earth: to give out conſcience, and to get in clay again, is a 
ſtrange bargain. I have written my mind at length to your huſ- 
band: write to me again his caſe z I cannot forget him in my 
prayers: Lam looking, Chriſt hath ſome claim to him. My 
counſel is, that ye bear with him, when paſſion overtaketh him; 
a ſoft anſwer putteth away wrath; anſwer him in what he ſpeak- 
eth, and apply yourſelf in the fear of God to him; and then 
ye will remove a proud weight of-your heavy croſs, that way, 
and fo it ſhall become light. When Chriſt hideth himſelf, wait 
on, and make din till hereturn it is not time then to be care- 
leſly patient: I love it, to be grieved when he hideth his ſmiles; 
yet believe his love in a patient on-waiting and believing in the 
dark, Ye muſt learn to ſwim and hold up your head above the 
water, even when the ſenſe of his preſence is not with you, to 
hold up your chin: I truſt in God, he ſhall bring your ſhip ſafe 
to land, I counſel you, ſtudy ſanCifieation, and to be dead to 
this world: urge kindneſs on Knockbrex ; labour to benefit by 
his company; the man is acquaint with Chriſt, I beg the help 
of your prayers, for I forget not you. - Counſel your hulband to 
aa fulfil my joy, and to ſeek the Lord's face: ſhew him from me, 
at my joy and defire is to hear he is in the Lord; God caſteth 
him often in my mind, I cannot forget him: I hope, Chriſt and 
he have ſomething ta do together. Bleſs John from me; I 
vrite bleſſings to him, and to your huſband, and the reſt of 
your children. Let it nat be ſaid, I am not in your houſe, 
rough neglect of the ſabbathlexerciſe. 


„Aberd. Feb. 20. 7 our lawful and N e in 

8 | 1637. ah bis only, only Lord, 8. R. 
4 169. To JANET MACKCULLOCH, 

nds Dear fifter, 


G mercy and Peace be to you, I ee to hear how 

your ſoul proſpereth. I am as well as a priſoner of Chriſt 
aan be feaſted, and made fat with the comforts of God: Chriſt's 

des are made {weeter to my ſoul than ever they were. I would 
* change my Maſter with all the kings of clay upon the earth, 
my Well. beloved is altogether lovely and loving. I care not 

vhat flelk can do. { perſuade my {oul, I delivered the 9 
0 


- 
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of Chriſt to you; ſlip not from it, for no boaſts or feir a 
men ; it ye go againſt the truth of Chriſt that I now ſuffer fy, 


: 


T ſhall bear witneſs againſt you in the day of Chriſt. Siſter, 


faſten your grips faſt on Chriſt 3 follow not the guiſes of thi 
Unful world : Jet not this clay portion of earth take up you 
ſoul; it is the portion of baſtards, and ye are a child of Gadz 
and therefore ſeck your Father's heritage. Send up your heat 
to ſee the dwelling-houſe and fair rooms in the new city. by, 
fy ken theſe, who cry, Up with the world, and down with 
conſcience and heaven: we have bairn's wits and therefore ut 
cannot prize Chriſt aright. Counſel your huſband and mother 
to make them ready for eternity; that day is drawing nigh, 
Pray for me the priſoner of Chriſt : I cannot forget you. 
Werd. Feb. 20. ©  , Your lawful paſtor, and 
1637. GA i. ©, brother, S. N. 
170. To my Lord CRAIGHALL (1+ 
My Lord, | 1 22 who oo N Ger 11 | $44,128] 
Received Mr, L's letter with your lordſhip's, and his learned 
thoughts in the matter of ceremonies. I owe reſpect ro the 
man's learning, for that I hear him oppoſite to Arminian here, 
fies ; but (with reverence of that worthy. man) I wonder ta her 
{uch Popiſh-like expreſſions as he bath in his letter, as, your 
lordſhip may ſpare doubtings, when the king and church: have 
agreed in the ſettling of ſuch orders; and the church's dire 
on in things indifferent and circumſtantial (as if indifferent aud 
circumſtantial were all one) ſhould be the rule of every private 
Chriſtian. I only viewed the papers two hours fpace, the bear: 
er haſtening me to write, I find the worthy man not ſo in this 
controverſy, as ſome turbulent men of our country, as he calls 
refuſers of conformity: and let me ſay it, I am more confirmed 
in nonconformity, when 1 ſee ſuch great wit play the agent 0: 
ſlenderly; but 1 will lay the blame on the weaknels of the cauſe, 
not on the meanneſs of Mr. L's learning. I have ever been 
and {till am confident, that Britain cannot auſwer one argu- 
ment a ſcandals: and I longed much to bear Mr. L. tpeak to the 
cauſe: and I would fay, if ſome ordinary divine had anſwered 
as-Mr, L. doth, that he underſtood not the nature of Scandal; 
but I dare not vilify that worthy man fo. - I am now upon the 
heat of ſome other employment: I ſhall (God willing) anſwer 
this, to the ſatisfying of any not prejudiced, | will not ſay that 
every one is acquaint with the reaſon, in my letter, from God's 
preſence and bright ſhining face, in ſuitering for this cauſe : Arif 
totle never knew the medium of the conclution 3 and Chril 
faith, few know it, See Rev. ii. 17. I am ſure, a conſcience 
ſtanding in awe of the Almighty, and fearing to make a little 


hol: in the bottom for fear of underwater, is a ſtrong medi- 
um; 


piſt. 171. 


: 


j 


en, 1 ſaw neither pleaſure, nor profit, nor honour, to hook 
ne, or catch me, in entering in priſon for Chriſt ; but the wind 
n my face for the preſent; and if 1 had loved to fleep in a 


ed preaching of Chriſt, and ſlill do, to any thing next to Chriſt 
imſelf: and their new canons took my one, my one joy from 
nerey, to pluck out a poor man's one eye for a thing indiffer- 
ap to heaven. I deſire not that my name take journey, and 
hority, 1 am ſufficiently: burnt already. In the mean time, be 
oway's ordinary) will be pleaſed to abate from the heat of their 
riſoner 3 yet l hope the Lord ſhalt hew his on glory out of 


hurch, that can reel and nod and ſtagger; are not of ſuch weight 


xe not, if the Huſband laugh. Remember my ſer vice to my 


=y ROE 
Aberdeen, Jan 24. 885 Yours at all obedience 


q IM. To his renirend and dear brother, M . ROBERT BLAIR. 
u- Reverend and dear brother, | f 
he FOHE reaſon you gave for your not writing to me, affectetin 


onceive an opinion of me, or any thing in me: the truth is, 
then | come home to myſelf, O what penury do I find, and 


it i whom 1 am as chryttal, and who ſeeth through me, and per- 
ds ern the leaft mote that is in me, knoweth that I ſpeak what 
il think and am convinced of: but men caft me through a groſs 
riſe Wd wide fieve. My very dear brother, the room of the leaſt 


all ſaints is too great for the like of me: but, left this ſhould 
am art, to fetch home reputation, I ſpeak no more of it: it 
'Uy worth, to be Chriſt's: ranſomed ſinner and ſick one; his 


relation 
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1, to hold off an erroneous coneluſion, in the leaſt wing or 
of ſweet, ſweet truth that concerneth the royat pretogative 
four kingly and higheſt Lord Jeſus ; and my witnets is in hea- 


'hole ſkin, with the eaſe and preſent delight that I ſaw on this 
de of fun and moon, I ſhould' have lived at eafe, in good 
opes to fare as welt as others. The Lord knoweth, I prefer- 


e, which was to me, as the poor man's one eye that had no 
ore: and alas there is little lodging in their heart for pity or 
nt, 1. e. for knots of ſtraws, and things (as they mean) off the 
o a pilgrim to Cambridge, for fear I come in the ears of au- 
leaſed to try, if the bhp of St. Andrews, and Glafgow (Gal. 
rrath, and let me go to my charge. Few know the heart of a2 


+ knotty timber as I am. Keep Chriſt my dear and worthy 
rd : pretended paper arguments from angering the mother. 


peace with the Father and Hufband: let the wife gloom, 1 
ad your father, and mother, and your lady. Grace be with | 


163). in Chrift, 8. R. 
o 


me much, and giseth me a daſh, when fach an one as ye 


ov feckleſs is my ſuppoſed ſtock, and how little have I ! He, 
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relation to me, is that I am ſick, and he is the Phyfieian of whom 
I ſtand in need. Alas, how often play I faſt and looſe with Chriſt 
he bindeth, I looſe; he buildeth, I caſt down l hey trimbieths 
up a ſalvation for me, I mar itz I-caſt out with Chpiſt, and hö. 
agreeth with me again, twenty times a-day; I forfeit my king. 
dom and heritage, I loſe what I had: but Chriſt is at ny back 
and following on, to ſtoop and take up what 4alleth from me. 
Were Lin heaven, and had the crown on my head; if free: will 
were my tutor, I ſhould loſe heaven; ſeeing I loſe myſelf, what 
wonder I ſhould let go, and loſe Jeſus my Lord.?. O well ts 
me for evermofe, that I have cracked my credit with Chriſt, 
and cannot by law at all borrow from him, upon my feckleſs 
and worthleſs bond and faith ! for my faith and reputation with 
Chriſt, is, that I am a creature that God will not put any irt 
in: I was, and am bewildered with temptations, and wante 
a guide ta heayen... O what have I to ſay of that excellem, 
ſurpaſſing and ſupereminent thing, they call, The grace of. 
God, the way of free redemption in Chriſt ! Aud when pon |! 
poor I, dead in law, was ſold, fettered and impriſoned in juſti-. it: 
ce's cloſeſt ward, which is hell and damnation 3 wHhen ij amwretch- v 
ed one, lighted upon noble Jeſus, eternally kind Jeſus, tender Hv 
hearted JIeſus; nay, when he lighted upon me firſt; and knen Wi 
me; I found that he {corned to take a price, or anything like WW" 
hire, of angels or ſeraphims, or any of his cresturts ʒ and there · I. 
fore I would praiſe him for this, that the whole.atmyrof the te. 
deemed ones ſit rent · free in heaven a our holding is better than . 
blench ; we are all free holders ; and ſeeing bur eternal: few:du- "Wi 
ty is but thanks, O woful me . that L have i but: ſpite thanks, Wi 
lame and broken and miſcarried ꝓraiſes to give him; and fo my . 
flver is not good and current with Chriſt; ver it not thatdree Wil! 
merits have ſtamped it, and waſhen it and me bath And for . 
my ſilence, I ſee ſome what better througb it now if my high il 
and lofty One, my princęly and royal Maſter, ſay, Hold, hold "Mt 
thy peace, I lay bonds on thee thou muſt ſpeak none; I wou e 
fain be content, and let my fire be ſmothered under aſſies, with . 
| 


out light or flame: I cannot help it; I take the laws from inf 
Lord, but I give none. As for your journey to F. ye do well to'tol- 
low it: the camp is Chriſt's ordinary bed; a carried bed is kind- . 
ly to the Beloved, down in this lower houſe. It may be, and | 
who knoweth but our Lord hath ſome. centurions, ye are ſent "8" 
to, ſeeing your angry mother,denieth you lodging and houſe- . 
room with her. Chrilt's call to unknown faces muſt; be yo 
ſegond wind, ſeeing ye cannot have a firſt. O that our Lord iſ 
would water again, with a new viſit, this piece withered and 0 
dry hill of our widow mount Zion! My dear brother, I will 
krhink it comfort, if ye may ſpeak my name to our Well-belor- | 
ed. Wherever ye are, I am mindful of yon. O that the _ 
wou 
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would yet make the light of the moon in Scotland like the light 
of the ſun, and the light of the ſun ſeven-fold brighter, For 
myſelf, as yet I have received no anſwer whether to go; I wait 
on: O that Jeſus had my love ! Let matters frame as they liſt, 


Aberdeen, Sept 9s Yours in his lovely and ſweet 
1637. | "Spa Lerd Jeſus, 8. R. 


172. To the lady GARLETON. 

Miſtreſs, | | | 
1 merty and peace be unto you. My foul longeth 
once again to be amongſt you, and to behold that beauty 

of the Lord, that I would fee in his houſe: but 1 know not if 
in whoſe hand are all our ways, ſeeth it expedient for his glory. 
lowe my Lord (I know) ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, ſuppoſe he ſhould 
turn me into a ſtone or pillar of falt. Oh that I were he, in 
whom my Lord could be glorified z ſuppoſe my little heaven 
were forfeited, to buy glory to him before men and angels; 
ſuppoſe my want of his preſeace, and ſeparation from Chtiſt 
vere a pillar, as high as ten heavens for Chriſt's glory to ſtand 
upon, above all the world! What am I to him? bow little am 
(though my feathers ſtood out, as broad as the morning light) 
to ſuch a high, tb ſuch a lofty, to ſuch a never- enough admir- 
tl and glorions Lord | My trials are heavy, becauſe of my ſad, 
kd fabbaths ; but I know they are leſs than my high provocati- 
ons; I ſeek no more, but that Chriſt may be the gainer, and I 
the loſer z that he may be raifed and heightened, and I cricd 
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Scotland, all with one ſhout, would cry, Up Chriſt, and tha: 
bis name were bigh in this land ! I find the very utmoſt borders 
Chriſt's high excellency and deep ſweetneſs, heaven and cartli's 
vonder. O what is he, if I could win in to fee his inner ſide 1 
Uh lam run dry of loving, and wondering, and adoring of 
bat greateſt and moſt admirable One! Wo, wo is me, 1 have 
not half love for him ! Alas, what can my drop do to his great 
a: what gain is it to Chriſt, that I have caſten my little ſpark= 
le in his great fire | what can 1 give to him 10 that 1 had love 
e- ea thouſand worlds, that I might empty my ſon! of it all 
ur en Chriſt ! I think I have now juſt reaſon to quit my part of 
r e hope or love that I have to this ſcum and refuſe of the 
nd eres of God's workmanſhip, this vain earth: Iowe to this Rov- 
ill oy” world (whoſe kindneſs and heart to me hath been mad- of 


9 - 
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r-, or of a piece of a wild ſea-iſland, that never a cre2:ure of 
:4 esd pet lodged in) not a look : Ll owe it no love, no hop: ; #3 
6 I-1 therefore, 


have ſome more todo with Chriſt; yet I would fain we were 
nearer. Now, the great Shepherd of the ſheep, the very Cod 
of peace, eſtabliſh and confirm you, till the day of his coming. 


down, and my worth made duſt before his glory. Ol that 
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therefore, oh if my love were dead to it, and my ſoul dead ty 
ir! what am I obliged to this houſe of my pilgrimage? Gray: 
for all that God hath made, to my ſoul's liking, except God, 
and that lovely One, "Jeſus Chriſt. Seeing I am not this world. 
debtor, I deſire, I may be ſtripped of all confidence in any. 
thing, but my Lord, tht he may be for me, and 1 for my on. 
ly, only, only Lord; that he may be the morning and evening 
tide, the top and the root of my joys, and the heart and flower 
and yolk of all my foul's delights. O let me never lodge any 
creature in my heart and confidence! let the houte be for him: 
I:rejoice,” that ſad days cut off a piece of the leaſe of my ſhine 
life; and that my ſhadow (even while Þ ſuffer) weareth long, 
and my evening haſleneth on. I have cauſe to love home with 
all my heart, and to take the opportunity of the day, to haſten 
to the end of my journey, before the night come on, wherein a 
man cannot fee to walk or work; that once after my falls, | 
may at night fall in, weary and tired as 1 am, in Chriſt's bo- 
ſom, and betwixt his breaſts, Our priſon cannot be our bet 
country: this world looketh not like heaven and the happineſs 
that our tired fouls would be at: and therefore it were good to 
ſeek about for the wind, and hoiſt up our fails towards our new 
Jeruſalem, for that is our beft. Remember a priſoner to Chriſt 
Grace, grace be, with you. | | 
o Yours in his only Lan 
a ee wake aud Mager, 5. R 
| 1173. To my. Lord CRAIGHALL. 

My Lord, B 
Received one letter of your Lordſhip's from C. ant anoth- 
er of late from A. B. wherein I find your Lordthip in 

perplexity what to do: but let me entreat your Lordthip not to 
cauſe yourfelf miſtake truth and Chriſt becauſe they feem to 
encounter with your peace and eaſe. My Lord, remember that 
a priſoner hath written it to you. As the Lord liveth, it ye 
put to your hand with other apoſtates in this land, to pull 
down the ſometime beautiful tabernacle of Chriſt in this land, 
an join hands with them in one hair-breadth, to welcome Au. 
tichriſt to Scotland, there is wrath gone out from the Lord v 
gainſt you and your houſe.“ If the terror of a king hath overtaken 
vou, and your Lordſhip looketh to fleep in your neſt in peace, and 
take the . neareſt ſhore, there are many ways, too, too man} 
ways, how to ſhift Chriſt with ſomeill-waſhen and foul diſtinc- 
tions; but affure yourſelf, ſuppoſe a king ſhould affure you, be 
would be your God (as he ſhall never be, for that piece of {er- 
ze) your clay-god thall die, and your carnal counſellors, when 
yo conſcience thall ſtorm agaiatt you, and ye ae pre 

| 6.4 \ . * 


5 


oil. 1. LETTERS. 5 259 


them, they will ſay, What is that to us? Believe not that Chriſt 
« weak, or that he is not able to ſave: of two fires that ye can- 
not pats, take the leaſt. Some few years will bring us all out 
in our blacks and whites, before our Judge ;, cternity, is nearer 
to you, than ye are, aware of. Jo go in a courſe of defeQtion, 
when an enlightened conſcience is ſtirring, and looking you in 
the face, and crying within you, That ye are going in an evil 
way, is a ep to the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt: either many 
of this land are near that fin, or elſe 1 know not what i it is. And 
if this, for which I now ſuffer, be not the way of peace, and 
the King's high-way, to ſalvation, I believe there is not a way 
at all; there is not luch breadth and elbow- room in the, way to 
heaven, as men believe: howbeit this day be not Chriſt's, the 
morrow {hall be his. I believe aſſuredly, our Lord ſhall repair 
he old waſte places, and his ruined houle wy Scotland; and this 
wilderneſs Mall yet bloſſom as the roſe. My very worthy and 
ear Lord, wait upon him, who hideth his face from the houſe 
of Jacob, and look for: him; wait patiently a little upon the 
Bridegroom's return again, t that your ſoul may live, and ye may 
cioice with the Lord's inheritance : I dare pawn my ſoul a: 4 
life for it, if ye take this ſtorm with borne down. Chriſt, your 
ky (hall quickly clear, and your fair morning dawn; Think 
5 the truth 453 that. Chriſt is Juſt now ſaying, Aud will.ye alſo 
ene me? Ye have. a fair occaſion to gratify Chriſt now, if ye 
wil ſtay with him, and want the night's ſleep with your ſuffer- 
ng Saviour, one hour, now when Scoclaud hath fallen aſleep, 
nd leaveth Chrilt i to fend for hünfelf. I profeſs myſelf but a 
reak feeble man: when I came firſt to Chriſt's camp, I had no- 
hing to mdjutain this war, or ko bear me out in this encounter, 
nd] am little Vetter yet. But ſince 1 find furniture, armour, 
ful ttrength from tlie conſecrated Captain, the Prince of our 
vation, who was ßerfectedahrongh fuffering 3 I eſteem ſuſ- 
ring for. Clirift a | King's [ life. ind that our wants quality us 
or Chriſt; and Wwbeit Your Lordibip write, ye deſpair to at- 
an to ſuch A comminion and; fellowthip (which I would nato 
ſve you to think) yetwould ye nobly and cour agioafly venture, 
o make over to Chriſt, for his 'konuur; now lying at the take, 
Jour eſtate, place and honour, he would lov ingly and largely 
quite you, and give you a king's word for a r*compence : ven- 
ire upon Chriſt's come, and I dare ſwear, ye ſhall fay, as it i., 
An xvi. 7. 1 bleſs the Lord who gave me counjel,. My very 
thy Lord, many eyes in both the kingdoms are upon you 
WW, and the eye of our Lord is upon you; acquit youriclt 
arfully for Chriſt : ſpill not this good play: ſublcribe a blank 
mifſion and put it in Chrilt's hands: win, win the biefſings 
nd p Prayers of your ſighing and forrowful mother- church, ſeek: - 
our av: win Chriſt's bond (who is a Ring of his wor- 
112 ter 
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for a hundred feld more even in this life. +1f a weak man ha 
paſt a promiſe to a king, to make a ſlip to Chriſt (if we loc u 
Heth and blood, I wonder not at it; poſſibly I-wight bayedon; WW be 
worſe myſelf, but) add not further guiltineſs, to go on in ſuch 
a ſcandalous and foul way; remember that there is a wo, vo 
him by whom offences come: this wo came out of Chriſt's mouth, Wi be 
and it is heavier than the wo of the law; it is the Mediators i C! 
vengeance, and that is two vengeances to thoſe who are enlight. Wl 
ened. Free yourſelf from unlawful anguitb, about adviſing and 
reyolving : when the truth is come to your hand, hold it tal 
go not again to make a new ſearch and enguiry for truth it 
eaſy to cauſe conſcience believe as ye will, not as ye know; it 
is eaſy for you to caſt your light into priſon, and detain God 
truth in unrighteouſneſs; but that priſoner will break ward, 
to your incomparable torture. Fear your light, and ſtand in 
awe of it; for it is from God: think what honour it is in this 
life alfo, to be enrolled to the ſucceeding ages, amongſt Chriſt 
witneſſes, ſtanding againſt the re-entry of Antichriſt. I ku 
certainly, your light looking to two ways, and to the two ſides, 
crieth ſhame upon the courſe that they would counſel you 1 
follow: the way, that is halyer and compartner with the {moke 
of this fat world, and with eaſe, ſmelleth ſtrong of a foul aud 
falſe way, The prince of peace, he who brought again fron 
the dead the great Shepherd of his ſheep, by the blood of the- 
ternal covenant, eſtabliſh you, and give you ſound light, and 
counſel you to follow Chriſt, Remember my obliged fervice to 
my Lord your father, and mother, and your Lady. Grace be 
with you. . e 

Aberd. Aug. 10. Your Lordſbip's at all oblidged obedience, 
7 77. i bis faveet Lord Fejus, 8. R. 
A e e +++ HH U ++ 


174, Toa JEAN GO RDON, 


My very dear and lving ffier 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from 
LF you : I exhort you to ſet up the brae to the King's Ct), 
that mult be taken with violence; your afternpon's ſun is wer- 
ing low: time will eat up your frail life, like a worm gnawing 
at the root of a May- flower: lend Chriſt your heart, ſet him 
a ſeal there; take him in within, and let the world and chil- 
dren ſtand at the door; they are not yours, make you and them 
for your proper owner, Chriſt ; it is good, he is your Huſband 
and their Father, What miſſing can there be of a dying many 
when God filleth his chair? Give hours of the day to prayers 


fath Chriſt (if I may ſpeak ſo) and importune him; be often 
tis gate; give his door noreſt ; I can tell you, he will be found. 
O what ſweet fellowfhip is betwixt him and me! I am lope? 

: one 
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oned, but he is not impriſoned: he hath ſhamed me with 
kindneſs 3 he Hach come to my prifon, and run away with my 
beart and all my love; well may he bruik it! I with my love 
get never an av ner but Chriſt: fy 5 fy upon old lovers that held 
us ſo long aſunder ! we ſhall not part now : he and I ſhall be 
heard, before he win out of my gripes ; Irelolye to wreſtle with 
Chriſt, ere I quit him. But my love to him hath caſten my 
ſoul in a fever, and there is no cooling of my fever, till I get real 
poſſeſſion of Chriſt : O ſtrong, ſtrong loxe of roy thou baſt 
wounded my heart with thine arrows! O pain! O pain of love 
for Chriſt ! wha will help me to him? Let me have your praye 
ers. Grace be with you. SIT IE 
Aberdeen, March 13, Yours in his faveet 47 
1637. * 1 —_— S. R. 
. ˙m ]¼¶ . ]⁰ o ]. 
175. To GRISSEL FULLER TON. 
Dear fſter, . 8 | 
Exhort you in the Lord, to ſeek your one thing, Mary's 
| good part, that ſhall not be taken from you. Set your heart 
aa ſoul on the children's inheritance : this clay-idol, the world 
"WF is but for baſtards, and ye are his lawful begotten child. Learn 
de way, (as your dear mother hath gone before you) to knock 
"WY i Chriſt's door ! many an alms of mercy hath Chrift given to 
ber, and bath abundance behind to give to you. Ye are the 
ed of the faithſul, and born within the covenant ; claim your 
"WH right. I would not exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten worlds of glo- 
y: I know now (blefſed be my Teacher !) how to ſhut the lock, 
and unbolt my Well-beloved's door; and he maketh a poor 
o WY ranger welcome, when he cometh to his houſe. Iam ſwelled 
up, and ſatisfied with the love of Chriſt, that is better than 
wine: it is a fire in my ſoul ; let hell and the world caſt water 
on it, they will not mend themſelves, I have now gotten the 
rat gate of Chriſt: I recommend him to you above all things; 
oa come and find: the fmell of his breath: ſee if his kiſſes be not 
beet; he defireth no better than to be much made of; be 
ar Lonely with him, and ye thalt be the more welcome: ye know 
ing ot how fain Chrift would have all your love. Think not this 
5 + imaginations and bairns-play, we make din for; I would not 
bi- futfer for it, if it were ſo: I dare pawn my heaven for it, that 
mil tis the way to glory. Think much of truth, and abhor theſe 
ande vays deviſed by men in God's worſhip. The grace of Chriſt be 
nan, ich you. | | E 
ers: Aberdeen, March 14. | Tours in his ſaveet Lord 
1637. Fejus, S8. R. 
und. | To 
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176. To PATRICK CARSEN. 
Dear and loving riend, | 
Catinot but, upon the opportunity of a bearer, exhort ha 
to reſign the love of your youth to Chriſt, and, in this h 
whild your ſun is high, and your yourh ft verh you, to'ſerk th 
Lord and his face; for there is nothing out sf heaven ſo nete. 
fary for you as Chriſt: and ye cannot be ignorant, but jou 
day will end, and the night of death will call you from the 
pleaſures of this life, and a doom given out in death ſtandeth 
for ever, as long as God liveth. Youth ordinarily is a poſt nf 
ready fervant for Satan, to run errands ; for it is a neſt for luf; 
curſing, drunkenneſs, blaſpheming of God, lying, pride and 
vanity. O that there were ſuch an heart in yon, as to fear the 
Lord, and to dedicate your foul and body to his ſervice ! When 
the time cometh that your eye-ſtrings ſhall break, and your 
face wax pale, and legs and arms tremble, aud your breath prow 
cold, and your poor foul look out at your priſon-honfe of chy, 
to be ſet at liberty; then a good conſcience, and your Lord 
favour ſhall be worth all the world's a ſeek i it as your gat 
land anU crown. Grace be with you, , 
I: March 14. 
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3 buys ia bis ſweet 


tr rms Sis; To Jon Canon, Wage 
My wall-bolened aud dear friend, | 
VERY one ſeeketh God; and far fewer find 3 heel 


alone to children, and go. feek your Well-belor ed your only 
errand to che world, is, to woo. Chriſt; therefore put other 
lovers. from about his houſe, and let Chriſt, have all your love, 
without mincing or dividing it: it is little enough, if there 


were more of it, The ſerving of the world and fin hath, but 2 


baſe reward and ſmoke, iuſtead of pleaſures z and but a night. 


dream, for true eaſe to the ſoul. Go where ye will, your ſoul ſhall 


not ſleep ſound but in Chriſt's. boſom: come in to him, and iy 
down, and reſt you on the ſlain Son of God, and inquire for 


him; 1 ſought him, and now a fig for all the worm-eaten plea- | 


ſures, and moth-eaten glory out of heaven, fince 1 have found 
him, and in him all I can want or with : he hath made me 4 
king over the world: princes cannot overcome me: Chriſt bath 
given me the marriage-kiſs, and be hath my marriage: love: we 
have made up a full bargain, that ſhall not go back on either 
nde; O if ye, and all in that country, knew what ſweet, terms 
of merep. are betwixt him and me! Grace be with you. 
Abe. geen, arch 11. Yours in his ſweet 
1727 Lord Tefus, S. R. 


To 


1636. | 7: 5 ST K Lord, 2 8. Wh! 
or yew 


they ſeek amiſs; he is to be ſought for above all things, 
it men would find what ther ſeek. Let feathers. and ſhadovs 
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. 179. To the Lady) BOYD. . 
Madam, an | He? * 1 
Would have Written to your Ladyſhip ere now; but peo- 
ples believing there is in me that which I Know there is not, 
th put me out of love with writing to any: for it is eaſy to 
it religion to a market and public fair; but, alas! it is not ſo 
don made eye-{weer for Chriſt. My Lord ſeeth me a tired man 
behind; I have gotten much love from Chriſt, but I give 
im little or none again. My white ſide cometh out in paper 
> men; but at home and within, I find much black-work, 
nd great cauſe of a low fail, and of little boaſting : and yet 
owbeit I ſee challenges to be true, the manner of the tempt- 
s preſſing of them is unhoneſt, and, in my thoughts, knav- 
h-like : my peace is, that Chriſt may find ſale and outing of 
s wares in the like of me, I mean, for ſaving grace. 1 wiſh. 
|| profeſſors to fall in love with grace; all our ſongs ſhould be 
f his free grace ; we are but too lazy and careleſs, in ſceking 
it; it is all our riches we have here, and glory in the bud: 
with J could ſet out free grace. I was the law's man, and un- A 
ter the law, and under a curſe; but grace brought me om 
nder that hard lord, and I rejoice that I am grace's:free-hold- 
I pay tribute to none for heaven, ſeeing my land and heri- 
age holdeth of Chriſt, my new King: infinite wiſdom hath de- 
iſed this excellent way of free-holding for ſinners; it is a bet - 
er way to heaven than the old way that was in Adam's days; 
thath this fair advantage, that no man's emptineſs and want 
weth an inhibition upon Chrift, or hindereth his ſalvation, 
nd that is far beſt for me) but our new Land-lord putteth the 
ame of dyvours, and Adam's forlorn heirs, and beggars, and 
he crooked and blind, in the free charters. Heaven and an- 
gels may wonder, that we have gotten ſuch a gate of ſin and hell; 
ſuch a back-entry ont of hell, as Chriſt made, and brought out 
he captives by; is more than my poor ſhallow thoughts can 
omprehend. would think ſufferings, glory (and I am ſome- 
imes not far from it) if my Lord would give me a new alms of 
free grace. I hear, that the prelates are intending baniſhment 
tor me; but for more grace, and no other hire, I would make 
t welcome. The bits of this clay-houſe, the earth, and the o- 
1 ther fide of the fea, are my Father's : if my ſweet Lord Jeſus 
" Would bud my ſufferings with a new meaſure of grace, I were 
N arick man; but I have not now of a long time found ſuch high 
ſpring-tides, as formerly. The fea is out, and the wind of his 
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; Spirit calm, and I cannot buy a wind, or, by requeſting the 
f lea, cauſe it to flow again; only, þ wait on, upon the banks 


md ſhore-fide, till the Lord ſend a full ſea, that with up-fails 
| may lift up Chriſt : yet forrow for his: abſence is ſweet ; and 
pl | bghs, 


ſttamp and ſeal would go far down in a young ſoul, if he would 
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ſighs, with, /aw ye him wwhom my foul loveth ? have their Own 
delights : Oh that I might gather hunger againſt his long log. 
ed-for return! Well were my ſoul, if Chriſt were the element, 
mine own element, and that I loved and breathed in him, and 
if I could not live without him, I allow not laughter upon m 
ſelf, when he is away; yet he never leaveth the houſe, but he 
leaveth drink-money behind him, and a pawn that he will re. 
turn: wo, wo to me, if he ſhould go away, and take all hi 
flitting with him: even to dream of him is ſweet. To build 
a houſe of pining wiſhes for bis return, to ſpin out 4 
web of ſorrow, and care, and languiſhing, and ſighs, either d 
or wet, as they may be, becauſe he hath no leiſure (if Img 
ſpeak ſo) to make a viſit, or to ſee a poor friend, ſweeteneth 
and refreſheth the thoughts of the heart. A miſty dew wil 
ſtand for rain, and do ſome good, and keep ſome: greennef; in 
the herbs, till our Lord's clouds rue upon the earth, and ſend 
down a watering of rain: truly, I think Chriſt's miſty dew 
welcome meſſage from heaven, till my Lord's rain fall. Wo, 
wo is me for the Lord's vineyard in Scotland. Howbeit the 
Father of the houſe embrace a child, and feed him, and kit 
him; yet it is ſorrow and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor 
mother hath gotten her leave, and that our Father hath given 
up houſe: it is an unheartſome thing, to ſee our Father and 
mother agree fo ill; yet the baſtards, if they be fed, care not. 
O Lord, caſt not water on Scotland's ſmoaking coal: it is 1 
ſtrange gate the ſaints go to heaven; our enemies often eat and 
drink us, and we go to heaven through their bellies and fto- 
machs, and they vomit the church of God, undigeſted among 
their hands; and even while we are ſhut up in priſons by them, 
we advance in our journey. Remember my ſervice to my Lord, 
your kind ſon, who was kind to me in my bonds, and was not 
aſhamed to own me: I would be glad that Chriſt got the mor- 
ning ſervice of his life, now in his young years; it would ſuit 
Him well, to give Chriſt his young and green love: Chriſt's 


receive the thruſt of Chriſt's ſtamp : I would deſire him, to make 
ſearch for Chriſt : for nobles now are but dry friends to Chrilt. 
The peace of God our Father, and the good-will of him who 
dwelt in the buſh, be with your Ladyſhip, - 
Aberdeen, 1637. Tours in his ſueet 
179. To the lady CARDONESS elder. 


Worthy and well-beloved in the Lord, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear fron 
| IF you in paper, that I may know how your foul e, 
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My deſire and longing is, to hear that ye walk in the truth, 
and that ye are content to follow the deſpiſed, but moſt lovely 
don of God: I cannot but recommend bim unto you, as your 
Huſband," your Well-beloved;” your Portion, your Comfort, and 
your Joy : 1 ſpeak this of that lovely One, becauſe 1 aife and 
commend the ford (as we üſe to ſpeak) as 1 find it. He hath 
watered with his Tweet "comforts an oppreſſed priſoner : he was 
always kind to my foul; but never ſo kind as now, in my great- 
et extremities: 1 dine and ſup with Chriſt : he viſiteth my ſoul 
with the viſitations of love, in the night-watches. I perſuade 
my ſoul that this is the way to heaven, and his own truth, I 
now ſuffer for, I exhort you in the name of Chriſt, to conti- 
une in the truth, Which I delivered to you: make Chriſt ſure 
to your foul ; for your day draweth nigh to an end. Many flide 
back now, who ſeemed to be Chriſt's friends, and prove diſ- 
honeſt to him t but be ye faithful to the ant and ye ſhall 
have the crown of life. This ſpan-length of your days, where- 
of the Spirit of God ſpeaketh, Pſalm xxxix. will within'a ſhort 
time come to a finger<breadth, and at length to nothing, O 
hoy ſweet. and comfortable ſhall the feaſt of a good conſcience 
be to you, when your eye-ſtrings ſhalt break, your face wax 
pale, and your breath turn cold, and your poor foul come fight- 
ing to the w indous of the houſe of clay of your dying body, and 
ſhall long to be out, and to Have the jaylor to open the door, 
that the priſoner be ſet at liberty: ye draw nigh the water- ſide; 
look your accounts : aſk for your Guide to take you to the o- 
ther fide; det not the orid be your portion; hat have youſto do 
with dead-clay ? ye are not a- baſtard, but a lawful begotten 
cid; therefore ſet your heart on the inheritance; go up be- 
ore. hand and. ſee your lodging: look through all your Father's 
rooins in heaven; in your Father's hon! e are many dwelling pla- 
ces men take a ſight bf lands ere they buy them. 1 know 
Chriſt bath made the hargain already; but be kind tô the houſe 
e re going to, and ſee it oſten: fet your heart on things that 
at above, where! Chriſt is at the right-hand of God. Stir up 
jour hufband to rind his own country at home; counſel hini to 
tral mere ifully xith poor people of God under him: they are 
Chriſt's, and not his; therefore deſire him to ſhew theni mer- 
ciful dealing and kindneſs, and to be good to their fouls, I de- 
ire you to write to me. It may be, that my pariſh foget me; 
but my witneſs is in heaven, I dow not, I do not forget them: 
ley are my ſighs in the night, and my tears in the day. I 
think myſelf. like zu huſband plucked from the wife of his 
youth; O Lord be my judge, what joy it would be to my ſonl, 
to hear that my miniſtry hath left the op of God amongthem, 
ad that tHey are walking in Chriſt! Remember my love to 
Jour {on aud daughter; deſire them from me to ſeek the Lord 
K K | in 
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in their youth, and to give bim the morning of their das 
acquaint them with the word of God and prayer. Grace he 
with you. Pray for the priſoner of Chriſt : in my heart I for. 
get you not. | 


Aberdeen, March 6. * Your lawful and loving paſtur, 


— 


1637. in his only Lord Feſus, S. R. 


180. To Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 


Reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord, | 
8 mercy and peace be to you. Our acquaintance i 
neither in bodily preſence, nor in paper; but as ſons d 
the ſame Father, and ſutferers for the ſame truth. Let noma 
doubt, but the ſtate of our queſtion, we are now forced to ſtand 
to by ſuffering, exile and impriſonment, is, if Jeſus ſhould reign 
over his kirk or not! O if my ſinful arm could hold the crom 
on his head, howbeis it ſhould be ſtricken off from the ſhoulder. 
blade] For your enſuing and feared trial, my very deareſt n 
our Lord Jeſus, alas! what am I, to ſpeak, to comfort a fold 
er of Chriſt, who hath done an hundred times more for that 
worthy and honourable. cauſe than I can do! but I know, thok, 
whom the world was not worthy of, wandered up and down in 
deſarts, and in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the earth; 
and that while there is one member of myſtical Chriſt outo 
heaven, that member muſt ſuffer ſtrokes, till our Lord ſeſ 
draw in that member within the gates of the New Jeruſalen, 
which he will not fail to do at laſt ; for not one toe or finger d 
that body, but it ſhall be taken in within the city. What an 
be our part, in this pitched battle betwixt the Lamb and ti 
dragon, but to receive the darts in patience, that rebound ol 
us on our fweet Mafter : or rather light firft upon him, and 
then rebound off him upon his fervants ? I think it a fver 
north-wind, that bloweth firſt upon the fair face of the Clue 


among ten thouſand; and then lighteth upon our finful al 


black faces: when once the wind bloweth off him upon me, 
think it hath a ſweet ſmell of Chriſt; and ſo muſt be ſome mot 


than a ſingle crofs. I know, ye have a good guard about jou 
and your attendance and train for your ſafety, is far bey00. 


your purſuers force or fraud; it is good under fend to be ne 


our war-houſe, and ſtrong hold, We can do but little to rel 


them, who perſecute us and oppofe him, but keep our bio 
and our wounds to the next court day, when our complain 
will be read. If this day be not Chriſt's, I am fare the mord 
ſhill be his. As for any thing I do in my bonds, when 10 
a \ then a word falleth from me, alas, it is very little! Ian © 
edingly grieved that any ſhould conceive any thing to be 


lach a broken and empty reed: let no man impute it = 


( 
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that the free and unbought wind (for I gave nothing for it) 
bloweth upon an empty reed: I am his overburdened debtor; 
| cry, Down with me, down, down with all the excellency of 
he world; and up, up with Chriſt; long, long may that fair 
One, that holy One be on high: my curle be upon them that 
ove him not. O how glad would I be, if his glory would grow 
ut, and ſpring up out of my bonds and ſufferings! certainly 
ince I became his priſoner, he hath won the yolk and heart of 
y ſoul : ' Chriſt is even become a new Chriſt to me, and his 
ove greener than it was; and now I ſtrive no more with him, 
is love ſhall carry it away : I lay down myſelf under his love ; 
deſire to ſing, and to cry, and to proclaim myſelf, even under 
he water, in his common, and eternally indebted to his kind- 
eſs: J will not offer to quit commons with him (as we uſe to 
ay) for that will not be. All, all for evermore be Chriſt's. 
hat further trials are before me, I know not; but I know 
briſt will have a ſaved ſoul of me, over on the other fide of 
he water, in the yonder-ſide of croſſes, and beyond mens 
vrongs. I had but one eye, and that they have put out; my 
dne joy, next to the flower of my joys, Chriſt, was to preach 
y ſweeteſt, ſweeteſt Maſter, and the glory of his kingdom; 
nd it ſeemed no cruelty to them, to put out the poor man's 
ne eye. And now I am ſeeking about to fee if ſuffering will 
peak my fair One's praiſes; and 1 am trying if a dumb man's 
ongue can raiſe one note, or one of Zion's ſprings, to advance 
ly Well-beloved's glory: Oh if he would make ſome glory to 
imſelf out of a dumb priſoner ! I go with child of his word, I 
annot be delivered; none here will have my Maſter alas, 
hat aileth them at him? I bleſs you for your prayers; add ro 
nem praiſes; às J am able, I pay you home. Icommend your 
mg in Chriſt's teſtament ; I would I could ſet out the dead 
an's good: will to his friends, in his ſweet teſtament; ſpeak a 
riſoner's hearty commendations to Chriſt; fear not, your ten 
ys will over. "Thoſe that are gathered againſt mount-Zion, 
heir eyes ſhall melt awax in their eye-holes, and their tongues 
onſume away in their mouths, and Chriſt's withered garden 
al grow green again in Scotland: my Lord Jeſus hath a word 
Re heaven for Scotland, not yet brought out. Grace be 
th you, orgs e 


Aberd. July 7. 1637. | 1 12 Yours in his fn js ap 
| | Jus, Os Nd 


Miſtreſs, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I am ſorry that ye 
take it ſo hardly, that I have not written to you. I am 
4 25 . 1 judo cd 
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Judged to be that which I am not; I fear, if I were put to the 
fire, I ſhould melt away, and fall down in ſheards of painted 
nature; for truly I have little ſtuff at home, that is worth the 
eye of God's ſervants. If there be any thing of Chriſt in me (4 
I dare not deny ſome of his work) it is but a ſpunk of borrowed 
fire, that can ſcarce warm myſelf, and hath little heat for ſtand. 
ers by: I would fain have that, which ye and athers believe | 
have; but ye are only witneſſes to my outer- ide, and to ſome 
words in paper: O that he would give me more than paper. 
grace or tongue-grace! were it not that want paineth me, ] 
ſhould have ſkailed houſe, and gone a begging long ſince; but 
Chriſt hath left me with ſome hunger, that is more hot than 
wiſe, and is ready often to ſay, It Chriſt longed far me, as [ 
do for him, we ſhould not be long in meeting; and if he loved 
my company as well as I do his, even while I am writing this 
letter to you, we ſhould flee in others arms: but Iknow, there 
is more will than wit, in this languor and pining love for Chriſt; 
and no marvel, for Chriſt's love would have hot harveſt, long 
ere mid-ſummer. But if I have any love to him, Chriſt hath 
both love to me, and wit to guide his love 4 and'4 fee, the beſt 
thing I have hath as much groſs beſide it, as might curſe me 
and it both; and if it were for no more, we have need of a 82. 
viour to pardon the very faults, and diſeaſes, and weaknels of 
the new man, znd to take away (to ſay 1o) our godly fins, or the 
ſins of our ſanctification, and the drofs and ſcum of ſpiritull 
love, Wo, wo is me! O what need is there then of Chrilt' 
calling to ſcour, and cleanſe, and waſh away an ugly old body 
of ſin, the very image of Satan! I know nothing ſurer, than 
that there is an office for Chriſt amongſt us: # with for. no other 
heaven, in this fide of the laſt fea that I mult crots, than this 
ſervice of Chriſt, to make my blackneſs beauty, my deadnds 
life, my guiltineſs ſanCtification, I long much for that day, 
when I {hall be holy: O what ſpots are yet unwaſhen! O that 
could change the {kin of the leopard and che moor, and niffer 
it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs ! were my blackneſs and Chrilt's 
beauty carded through other (as we ule to ſpeak) his beauty and 
holineſs would eat up my filthineſs ; but oh, I have not caſte 
old Adam's hue and colour yet] I trow the beſt of us bath 
{ſmell yet of the old lothſome body of ſin and guiltineſs : happ 
are they for evermore, who can employ Chriſt, and ſet his bloo 
and death an work, to make clean work to God of foul ſouls 
I know, it is our fin: that would have ſanctiſication on the ſunn 
fide of the hill, and holineſs with nothing but ſummer, and ne 
croſſes at all. Sin hath made us as tender, as if we were mad 
of paper or glaſs. Iam often thinking, what I would think © 
Chriſt and burning quick together, of Chriſt and torturing 


and hot melted lead poured in at my mouth aud navel ;\ 6. 
” zar 
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hive ſome weak experience (but very weak indeed) that ſuppoſe 
Chriſt and hell's torments were married together, and if there 
were no finding of Chriſt at all, except I went to hell's furnace, 
that there, and in no 'other” place, I could meet with him: I 
trow, if I were, as I have been fince'l was dis priſoner, I would 
beg lodging for God's fake in heIPs hotteſt furnace, that I might 
rub ſouls with Chriſt, But God be thanked, I ſhall find him 
in a better lodging: we get Chriſt better cheap than ſo ; when 
he is rouped to us, we get him but with a ſhower of ſummer 
troubles in this life, as ſweet and as ſoft to believers as a May- 
dew, I would have you and myſelf helping Chrift myſtical to 
weep for his wife; and O that we could mourn for Chriſt buri- 
ed in Scotland, and for his two flain witneſſes killed, becauſe 
they propheſied ! If we could fo importune and ſolicit God, our 
buried Lord and his two buried witneffes ſhould -x again: 
earth, and clay, and ſtone will not bear down Chriſt and the 
goſpel in Scotland. I know not, if I ſhall fee the ſecond temp- 
le, and the glory of it; but the Lord hath deceived me, if it 
be not to be reared up again, I would wiſh to give Chriſt his 
yelcome-home again; my bleſſing, my joy, my glory and love 
be on the home-comer, I find no better uſe of ſuffering, than 
that Chriſt's winnowing putteth chaff and corn in the ſaints to 
ſundry places, and diſcovereth our drofs from his gold, ſo as 
corruption and grace are ſo feen, that Chriſt ſaith in the fur- 
nace, That is mine, and this is yours; the ſcum, and the 
grounds, thy ſtomach againſt the perſecutors, thy impatience, 
thy unbelief, thy quarreling, theſe ate thine; and faith, on- 
waiting, love, joy, courage, are mine. Oh let me die one of 
Chriſt's on-waiters, and one of his attendants! I know your 
heart and Chriſt are married together, it were not good to make 
a divorce. © Rue not of that meeting and marriage with ſuch a 
Huſband. Pray for me his prifoner. Grace, grace be with 
Jou, e | f 
Aberdeen, | Wu itt his feveet Lord 
1637. | | T  Feſus, S. R. 
——ñz— — ä ———ß — — — — 
182. To Mr. HUGH MACKAIL. 
Reverend and dear brother, 


"RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I received your let. 

Q ter, I bleſs you for it: my dry root would take more dew 
and ſummer- rain than it getteth, were it not Chriſt will have 
irzneſs and deadneſs in us to work upon; if there were no 
timber to work upon, art would die and never be ſeen: I lee, 
drace hath a field to play upon, and to courſe up and down in 
ur wants; fo that Jam often thanking God, not for guiltineſs, 
but for guiltineſs for Chriſt, to whet and. {harpen his grace u- 
pon; 


. * * 
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pon; I am half content to have boils for my Lord Jeſus's plaiſ. 
ters. Sickneſs hath this advantage, that it draweth our fweet 
Phyſician's hand, and his holy and ſoft fingers, to touch 
our withered and leper-ſkins: it is a blefled fever, that 
fetcheth Chriſt to the bed- ſide. I think my Lord's How doſt 
thou with it, fick body ? is worth all my pained nights : ſurely, 
I have no more for Chriſt, but emptineſs and want; take or 
leave, he will get me no otherwiſe ; I muſt fell myſelf, and my 
wants to him, but I have no price to give for him ; if he would 
put a fair and real ſeal upon his love to me, and beſtow upon 
me a larger ſhare of Chriſt's love (which I would faineſt be in 
hands with of any thing, I except not heaven itſelf) I ſhould 
go on ſighing and ſinging under his croſs ; but the worſt is, 
many take me for ſome body, becauſe the wind bloweth upon a 
withered priſoner : but the truth is, TI am both thin and 
lean in that, wherein many believe I abound, I would (if bar. 

tering were in my power) niffer joy with Chriſt's love and faith ; 
and, inſtead of the hot ſun ſhine, be content to walk under a 
cloudy ſhadow, with more grief and ſadneſs, to have more faith, 
and a fair occaſion of ſetting forth and commending Chriſt, and 
to make that lovely One, that fair One, that ſweeteſt and dear. 
eſt Lord Jeſus, market-ſweet for many ears and hearts in Scot- 
land : and if it were in my power, to roup Chriſt to the three 
_ kingdoms, and withal to perſuade buyers to come, and to take 
ſuch ſweet wares as Chriſt z I would think to have many ſweet 
bargains betwixt Chriſt arid the ſons of men, I would, I could 
be humble, and go with a low fail; I would I had deſires with 
wings, and running upon wheels; ſwift, and active, and ſpee- 
dy, in longing for Chriſt's honour ; but I know my Lord is 25 
wiſe here, as I dow be thirſty; and infinitely more zealous of 
his honour, than I can be hungry for the manifeſtation of it to 
men and angels : but, oh, that my Lord would take my defires 
off my hand, and add a thouſand-fold more unto them, and 
ſow ſpiritual inclinations upon them, for the coming of Chrilt's 
kingdom to the ſons of men! that they might be higher and 
deeper, and longer, and broader: for my longeſt meaſures are 
too ſhort for Chriſt, my depth is ebb, and the breadth of my 
affections to Chriſt narrowed and pinched, - O for an engine 
and a wit, to preſcribe ways to nien, how Chriſt might be all, 
in all the world! wit is here behind affection, and affection be- 
hind obligation. Oh how little dow I give to Chriſt, and how 
much hath he given me ! Oh that I could ſing grace's praiſes, 
and love's praiſes! ſeeing I was like a fool, ſoliciting the lau, 
and making moyen to the law's court for mercy, aud found 
challenges that way; but now deny that judge's power; for | 
am grace's man; I hold not worth a drink of water of the law, 
or any lord, but Jeſus : and till I bethought me of this, 11 
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lain with doubtings, and fears, and terrors. I praiſe the new 
court, and the new Landlord, and the new falvation, purchaſ- 
ell in Jeſus bis name, and at his inſtance. Let the old man, if 
he would pleaſe, go make his moan to the law, and ſeek ac- 
quaintance thereaway, becauſe he is condemned in that court; 


I hope, the new man, and I, and Chriſt together ſhall not be 


heard; and this is the more ſoft, and the more eaſy way for me, 
and for my crofs together; ſeeing Chriſt ſingeth my welcome- 
home, and taketh me in, and maketh ſhort counts, and ſhort 
work of reckoning betwixt me and my Judge. I muſt be Chriſt's 


man, and his tenant, and ſubject to his court: I am ſure, 


ſuffering for Chriſt could not be borne otherwiſe ; but I give 
my hand and my faith to all, who would ſuffer for Chriſt ; they 
ſhall be well handled, and fare well in the ſame way, that I 
have found the croſs eaſy and light. Grace be with you. 
Aberdeen, July 8. * Tours in his ſweet 
1637. | Lord Jeſus, S.R. 
FFF 


183. To ALEXANDER GORDON f Carloct. 


Dear brother, I | | 

romp mercy and peace be to you; if Chriſt were as I 

am, that time could work upon him to alter him, or that 
the morrow could be a new day to him, or bring a new mind 
upon him, as it is to me, a new day, I could not keep a houſe or 
covenant with him: but I find Chriſt to be Chriſt, and that he 
z far, far, even infinite heavens height above man; and that is 
al our happineſs. Sinners can do nothing, but make wounds, 


them; and make falls, that he may raiſe them; and make 


0 Wl deaths, that he may quicken them; and ſpin out and dig hells 
bor themſelves, that he may ranſom them. Now I will bleſs 
0 WF the Lord, that ever there was ſuch a thing as the free grace of 
Cod, and a free ranſom given for fold fouls : only, alas, guilti- 
- nels maketh me aſhamed to apply Chriſt, and to think it pride 


in me, to put out my unclean and withered hand to ſuch a Sa- 
viour ! But it is neither ſhame nor pride, for a drowning man 
to ſwim to a rock, nor for a ſhip broken ſoul, to run himſelf 
alhore upon Chriſt, Suppoſe once I be guilty, need force I 
cannot, I dow not go by Chriſt: we take in good part that 
pride, that beggars beg from the richer; and who is ſo poor as 
ve? and who is ſo rich as he who ſelleth fine gold? Rev. iii. 
18. I fee, then, it is our beſt (let guiltineſs plead what it liſt- 
th) that we have no mean under the covering of heaven, but 
to creep in lowly and ſubmiſſively with our wants to Chriſt: I 
bare alſo cauſe to give his croſs a good name and report. O 
how worthy is Chriſt of my fecklets and light iuffering ! and 

| how 
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how hath he deſerved it at my hands, that for his honour and 
glory, I ſhould lay my back under ſeven hells pain in one, if he 
call me to that! But, alas! my ſoul is like a ſhip, run on ground 
through ebbneſs of water: I am ſanded, and my love is ſanded, 
I find not how to bring it on float again; it is ſo cold and dead, 
that I ſee not how to bring it to a flame: fy, fy upon the meet. 
ing, that my love hath given Chriſt z wo, wo is me, I have 3 
lover Chriſt, and yet I want not love for him; I have a lovely 
and deſireable Lord, who is love-worthy, and who beggeth my 
love and heart, and I have nothing to give him. Dear brother, 
come further in on Chriſt, and ſee a new treaſure in him : come 
in, and look down, and ſee angels wonder, and heaven and 
earth's wonder of love, ſweetneſs, majeſty and excellency in 
him. I forget you not : pray for me, that the Lord would be 
pleaſed to ſend me among you again, fraughted and full of Chriſ. 
Grace, grace be with you. | 
Aberd. 1637. Yours in his faveet Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 
ere 


184. To JOHN BELL elder. 
My very loving friend. | 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you , I have very often and 
| long expected your letter: but if ye be well in ſoul and 
body, I am the leſs ſolicitous. I beſeech you in the Lord 
Jeſus, to mind your country above; and now, when old 
age, the twilight going before the darkneſs of the grave, and 
the falling low of your ſun before your night, is now come u- 
pon you, adviſe with Chriſt, ere you put your foot in the ſhip, 
and turn your back on this life. Many are beguiled with this, 
that they are free of ſcandalous and crying abominations : but 
the tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is for the fire; the 
man that is not born again, cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God: common haneſty will not take men to heaven: alas, that 
men ſhould think they ever met with Chriſt, who had never 3 
ſick night, through the terrors of God in their ſouls, or a {ore 
heart for fin. I know, the Lord hath given you light, and the 
knowledge of his will; but that is not all, neither will that 00 
your turn. I wiſh you an awakened ſoul, and that ye beguile 
not yourſelf, in the matter of your ſalvation. My dear brother, 


ſearch yourſelf with the candle of God, and try if the life of 


God and Chriſt be in you: ſalvation is not caſt to every man? 
door: many are carried over ſea and land, to a far country n 
a ſhip, while as they ſleep much of the way; but men are not 
landed at heaven fleeping : the righteous are ſcarcely ſaved; 
and many run as faſt, as either ye or I, who miſs the prize àn 
the crown: God ſend me ſalvation, and ſave me from a diſap- 

pointment 
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pointment, and I feek no more. Men think it but a ſtride, or 
ſtep over to heaven; but when ſo few are ſaved, (even of a 
number like the ſand of the ſea, but a handful and a remnant, 
as God's word ſaith) what cauſe have we to ſhake ourſelves out᷑ 
of ourſelves, and to aſk our poor ſoul, Whither goeſt thou? 
where ſhalt thou lodge at night ? where are thy charters and 
writs of thy heavenly inheritance ? I have known a man turn 
a key in a door, and lock it by : many men leap over, (as they 
think) and leap in. O ſee! fee that ye give not your ſalvati- 
ona wrong caſt, and think all is well, and leave your ſoul looſe 
and uncertain : look to your building, and to your grounds 
ſtone, and what ſigns of Chriſt are in you, and ſet this world 
behind your back. lt is time, now in the evening, to ceaſe from 
your ordinary work, and high time to know of your lodging at 
night : it is your ſalvation that is in dependance, and that is a 
great and weighty buſineſs, though many make light of the mat- 
ter. Now, the Lord enable you by his grace to work it out. 
Aberd. 1637. | Your lawful and 
loving paſtor, 8. R. 
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185. To WILLIAM GORDON of Robertoun. 


Dear brother, 


E mercy and peace be to you. So often as I think 
on our caſe, in our ſoldiers night-watch anc] of our fight- 
ing life in the fields, while we are here; I am forced to ſay, 
priſoners in a dungeon, condemned by a judge to want the 
light of the ſun and moon and candle till their dying day, are 
no more, nay not fo much to be pitied as we are; for they are 
weary of their life, they hate their priſon ; but we fall to, in 
our priſon, where we fee little, to drink ourſelves drunk with 
the night pleaſures of our weak dreams; and we long for no 
better life than this: but at the blaſt of the laſt trumpet, and 
the ſhout of the arch-angel, when God ſhall take down the 
ſhepherU's tent of this fading world, we ſhall not have ſo much 
3 a drink of water, of all the dreams that we now build on. 
Alas! that the ſharp and bitter blaſts on face and ſides, which 
meet us in this life, have not learned us mortification, and made 
us dead to this world! we buy our own ſorrow; and we pay 
ear for it, when we ſpend out our love, our joy, our deſires, 
our confidence, upon an handful of ſnow and ice, that time will 
melt away to nothing, and go thirſty out of the drunken inns, 
hen all is done: alas, that we enquire not for the clear fountain; 
but are ſo fooliſh, as to drink foul, muddy and rotten waters, 
eren till our bed-time; and then in the reſurrection, when we 
hall be awakened, our yeſternight's ſonr drink and ſwiniſh 
cregs hall rift upon us; and fick, ſick ſhall many a ſoul be 

LI then: 
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then: T know no wholeſome fountain but one; I know not: IM! 
thing worth the buying, but heaven. And my own mind is ( 
if compariſon were made betwixt Chriſt and heaven, I would 
ſell heaven with my bleſſing, to buy Chriſt. Oh if I could raile 
the market for Chriſt, and heighten the market a pound for ; IM > 


penny, and cry up Chriſt in mens eſtimation, ten thouſand ta. 
lents' more than men think of him! but they are ſhaping him, 
and crying him down, to valuing him at their unworthy halt. 
pen iy; or elſe exchanging or bartering Chriſt with the miſer. 
Joie old fallen houſe of this vain world; or then they lend 
him out upon intereſt, and play the uſurers with Chriſt ; he. WM: 
cauſe they profeſs him, and give out befyre men, that Chriſt is WM" 
their treaſure and ſtock; and in the mean time, praiſe of men, and a 
a name, and eaſe, and the fummer-fun of the goſpel, is the u- 
fury they would be at: ſo when the trial cometh, they quit 
the ſtock for the intereſt, and loſe all. Happy are they, who 
can keep Chriſt by himſelf alone, and keep him clean and 
whole, till God come and count with them. 1 know, in vour 
hard and heavy trials long ſince, ye thought well and highly df 
Chriſt ; but truly no crols ſhould be old to us: we mould not for- | 
get them, becauſe years are come betwixt us and them and cat WF: 
them by hand, as we do old cloaths; we may make a croſs oil Wl. 
in time, new in ufe, and as fruitful, as in the beginning of it. a 
God is where and what he was, ſeven years ago, whatever change WW: 
be in us. I ſpeak not this, as if I thought, ye had forgotten 
what God did to have your love long ſinee; but that ve may 
awake yourſelf, in this ſleepy age, and remember fruitfully ot 
Chriſt's firft wooing and ſuiting of your love, both with fire and 
water; and try if he got your anfwer, or if ye be yet to give il: 
him it: for I find in myſelf, that water runneth not faſter thro 
a ſieve, than our warnings flip from us: for I have loſt and Wil; 
caſten by-hand many ſummonſes, the Lord fent to me; and 
therefore the Lord hath given me double charges, that I truf 
in God, ſhall not rive me. I bleſs his great name, who 13 00 
niggard in holding in croſſes upon me, but ſpendeth Jargely by 
rods, that he may fave me from this periſhing world. Ho 
plentiful God is in means of this kind, is eſteemed by many, 
one of God's unkind mercies ; but Chriſt's croſs is neither e 
cruel nor unkind mercy, but the love- token of a father. I 20 
iure, a lover chafing us for our well, and to have our lo 
ſhauld not be run away or fted from. God fend me 1! 
worſe mercy, than the ſanctiſied crofs of Chriſt portendeth 
and [ am ſure, I ſhould be happy and bleſt. Pray for wege 
that I may find houſe-room in the Lord's houſe, to ſpeak 
$ 


big name. Remember my deareſt love in Chriſt to your wif.· 


Grace, grace be with you. | 
Aberdeen, 1636. Yours in his ſweet 
| Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
186. To my Lady BOYD. 


Madam, TT | Md. 1 
RACE, mercy and peace from God our Father, and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be multiplied upon you. I have 
reaſoned with your fon at large; I rejoice to ſee him ſet his face 
in the right airth, now when the nobles love the ſunny-ſide of 
e goſpel beſt, and are afraid that Chriſt want ſoldiers, and 
aa not be able to do for hiniieif. Madam, our debtes of obli- 
cation to Chriſt are not ſmall ; the freedom of grace and ſalva- 
tion is the wonder of man and angels: but mercy in our Lord 


given you eyes to diſcern the devil, now coming out in his 
: hites, and the idolatry and apoſtaſy of the time well waſhen 
" With fair pretences ; but the ſkin is black, and the water foul : 
; t were art I confeſs, to waſh a black devil and make him white. 
1 | am in ſtrange up's and down's, and ſeven times a-day I loſe 
| ground: 1 am put often to ſwimming, and again my feet are ſet 


=” the rock that is higher than myſelf : he hath now let me ſee 
br things I never ſaw before; 1. The ſupper will be r 
* Whcheer, that is up in the great hall, with the royal King of glo- 


+” when the four-hours, the ſtanding drink, in this dreary 
4 wilderneſs, is ſo ſweet : when he bloweth a kiſs afar off to his 
poor heart-broken mourners in Zion, and ſendeth me but his 
Wcarty commendations, till we meet, I am confounded with 
1 wonder, to think what it ſhall be, when the faireſt among the 
of men thall lay a King's ſweet ſoft cheek to the ſinful cheeks 
or ſinners. O time, ti ſwiftly, and haſten that 
Nor ſinners. O time, time, go ſwiftly, an 
ly | ſweet Lord Jeſus, poſt, come flying like a young hart or 
dee upon the mountains of ſeparation. | think, we ſhould 
tell the hours carefully; and look often how low the ſun is: for 
love hath no ho, it is pained, pained in. itſelf, till it come in 
bes with the party beloved, 2. I find Chriſt's abſence, love's 
nM. kneſs, and love's death: the wind that bloweth out of the 
8 arth, where my Lord Jeſus reigneth, is ſweet-ſmelled, ſoft, 
* ul, and heartſome to a ſoul burnt with abſence. It is a pain- 
15 battle, for a ſoul ſick of love to fight with abſence and de- 
5 wa Chriſ's not yet, is a ſtounding of all the joints and liths 
ta x the foul ; a nod of his head, when he is under a maſk, would 
if a pawn 3 to fay, Fool, what aileth thee ? he is coming, 
19:1 be life to a dead man. I am often in my dumb Sabbaths 
$97 a new plea with my Lord Jeſus, God forgive me: and 
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ſcorneth hire; ye are bound to lift Chriſt on high, who hath 


a 
— 


* 
— 


2 


vD, om LO) 
M5, +0 <a I» HI. 


3 FL & 7“ 


7 — - 
CE 
- tone. At 


£1. hi 
— 


= 
7 
r 


Daher as = erin Ba — 3 — 5 ts 
8 - * — « * 22 — 11 * 4 
. W 2-8 I UE TA "OE. * 67 : 
_— * = + W 22 — " 1 4 2 — Fu 8 
— . n TI e * 


x 
+ © 


A — 
2 ** - 
2 —_— = 
— — 


272 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Fiſt. 19 


I care not if there be not two or three ounce-weight of black 
wrath in my cup. 3. For the third thing, I have ſeen my a. 
bominable vileneſs; if I were well known, there would none 
in this kingdom aſk how I do. Men take my ten to be an hun. 
dred, but I am a deeper hypocrite and ſhallower profeſſor than 
every one believeth, God knoweth I feign not: bur 1 think 
my reckonings on the one page written in great letters, and his 
mercy to ſuch a forlorn and wretched dyvour on the other, 
more than a miracle. If I could get my finger ends upon a full 
aſſurance, I trow, I ſhould gripe faſt ; but my cup wanteth not 
gall ; and, upon my part, deſpair might be almoſt excuſed, if 
every one in this land ſaw my inner ſide : but I know am one of 
them who have made great ſale and a free market to free grace 
if I could be faved, as I would fain believe, ſure I am, I hate 
given Chriſt's blood, his free grace, and the bowels of his mer, 
cy, a large field to work upon, and Chriſt hath manifeſted hi 
art (I dare not ſay, to the uttermoſt; for he can, if he would, 
forgive all the devil, and damned reprobates, in reſpect of the 
wideneſs of his mercy : but I ſay) to an admirable degree, 4. [ 
am ſtricken with fear of unthankfulneſs. This apoſtate kirk 
hath played the harlot with many lovers; they are ſpitting in 
the face of my lovely King, and mocking him, and I dow nat 
mend it; an they are running away from Chriſt in troops, and 
I dow not mourn and be grieved for it, I think Chriſt 
lyeth like an old forecaſten caſtle, forſaken of the inhabitants; 
all men run away now from him: truth, innocent truth goeth 
mourning and wringing her hands in ſackcloth and aſhes. Wo, 
wo, wo is me, for the virgin daughter of Scotland! wo, vote 
the inhabitants of this land ! for they are gone back with a per- 
petual backſliding, Theſe things take me ſo up, that a borrov- 
ed bed, another man's fire- ſide, the wind upon my face, (I be. 
ing driven from my lovers, and dear acquaintance, and my per 
flock) find no room in my ſorrow; I have no ſpare or odd {or- 
row for theſe : only I think, the fparrows and ſwallows, that 
build their neſt in the kirk of Anwoth, bleſſed birds, Nothing 
bath given my faith a harder back-fet till it crack again, that 
my cloſed mouth. But let me be miſerable myſelf alone, God 
keep my dear brethren from it; but ſtill I keep breath: and 
when my royal, and never, never-enough praiſed King returt- 
eth to his ſinful priſoner, I ride upon the high places of Jacod, 
1 divide Shechem, I triumph in his ſtrength. If this king 
dom would glorify the Lord, in my behalf, 1 deſire to be 
weighed in God's even balance in this point, if I think not M) 


wages paid to the full; I ſhall crave no more hire of Chrilb 
Madam, pity me in this, and help me to praiſe him; for, what 
ever I be, the chief of finners, a devil, and a moſt guilty devil 


yet it is the apple of Chriſt's eye, his honour and gory, 12 
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head of the church, that I ſuffer for now, and that I will go to 
eternity with. I am greatly in love with Mr. M. M. I ſee 
him ſtamped with the image of God. I hope well of your ſon, 
my Lord Boyd. Your Ladyſhip and your children have a pri- 
ſoner's prayers. Grace, grace be with you. : 
Aberd. May 1. | Your Ladyſbip's at all obedience 
1637. 5 n ; .Chrifl, 8. R. 
187. To Mr. THOMAS GARVEN, 
Dear brother, | | 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you : I rejoice, that ye 

cannot be quit of Chriſt, (if I may ſpeak ſo) but he muſt, 
he will have you. Betake yourſelf to Chriſt, my dear brother. 
nds a great buſineſs to make quit of ſuperfluities, and of thoſe 
dings which Chriſt cannot dwell with. I am content with my 
WH own croſs, that Chriſt hath made mine by an eternal lot, be- 
cauſe it is Chriſt's and mine together. I marvel not, that win- 
ter is without heaven; for there is no winter within it: all the 
ſaints therefore have their own meaſure of. winter, before their 
eternal ſummer. Oh for the long day, and the high ſun, and 
the fair garden, and the King's great city up above theſe viſible 
heavens! What God layeth on, let me ſuffer: for ſome have 
one croſs, ſome ſeven, ſome ten, ſome half a croſs ; yet all the 
ſaints have full and whole joy, and ſeven eroſſes have ſeven joys. 
Chriſt is cumbered- with me (to ſpeak ſo) and my croſs, but he 
falleth not off me, we are not at variance. I find the ver 
glooms of Chriſt's wooing a {oul, ſweet and lovelyz I had ra- 
ther have Chriſt's buffet and love ſtroke, than another king's 
kiſs : {peak evil of Chriſt who will, I hope to die with love- 
thoughts of him. Oh that there are fo few tongues in heaven, 
and earth to extol him! I with his praiſes go not down amongſt 
us: let not Chriſt be low and lightly eſteemed, in the midſt of 
us; but let all hearts and tongues caſt in their portion, and con- 
tridute ſomething, to make him great in mount Zion. Thus 
recommending you to his grace, and remembering my love to 
your wife and mother and your kind brother R. B. bx entreat- 
ing you to remember my bonds, I reſt. | 
Aberd. Sept. 8. 1637. Tours in his faveet Lord 


| h Jeſus, 8. R. 
Tree 


188. To the Laird ef MONCRIEF. 


Much honoured Sir, 
RACE, mercy and peace be unto you : although not ac- 
+ quaint, yet at the deſire of your worthy ſiſter, the Lady 
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Leys, and upon the report of your kindneſs to Chriſt; and his 
oppreſſed truth, I am bold to write to you, carneftly deſiring 
Fou to join with us (fo many as in theſe bounds profeſs Chrilt) 
to wreſtle with God, one day of the week, eſpecially the Wed. 
neſdays, for mercy to this fallen and decayed kirk, and to ſuch 
as ſuffer for Chriſt's name, and for your own neceſſities, and 
the neceſſities of others, who are by covenant engaged in that 
buſineſs : for we have no other. armour in theſe evil times but 
prayers, now when wrath from the Lord is gone out apainſt 
this backſliding land; for ye know, we can have no true public 
faſts, neither are the true cauſes of our humiliation ever laid 
before the people. Now, very worthy Sir, I am glad in the 
Lord, that the Lord reſerveth any df your place, or of note, in 
this time of common apoſtacy, to come forth in public, to bea 
in Chriſt's name before men, when the great men think Chriſt 
a cumberſome neighbour, and that religion carried hazards, 


trials and perſecutions with it. I perſuade myſelf, it is your 


glory and your garland, and ſhall be your joy in the day of 
Chriſt, and the ſtanding of your houſe and ſeed to inherit the 
earth, that you truly and ſincerely profeſs Chriſt ; neither is our 
king, whom the Father hath crowned in mount Zion, ſo weak, 
that he cannot do for himſelf, and his own cauſe. I verily be. 
lieve, they are bleſſed who can hold the crown upon his head, 
and carry up the train of his robe-royal, and that he ſhall 
yet be victorious and triumph in this land. It is our part to 
back our royal King, howbeit there were not {ix in all the land 
to follow him. It is our wiſdom now to take up, and diicern 
the devil, and the Antichriſt, coming out in their whites, and 
the apoſtacy and idolatry of this land, waſhen with foul water; 
I confeſs it is art to waſh the devil, till his ſſcin be white. For 
myſelf, Sir, I have bought a plea againſt Chriſt, ſince I came 
hither, in judging my princely Maſter angry at me, becaule | 
was caſt out of the vineyard, as a withered tree, my dumb ad- 
baths working me much ſorrow z but I ſee now, ſorrow bath 
not eyes to read love written upon the croſs of Chriſt ; and 
therefore I paſs from my rath plea: wo, wo is me, that ! ſhould 
have received a ſlander of Chriſt's love to my fanl. And for 
all this, my Lord Jeſus hath forgiven all, as not willing to be 
heard with ſuch a fool, and is content to he, as it were, con- 
fined with me, and to bear me company; and to feaſt a poor 
oppreſſed prifoner. And now I write it under my hand, wor- 
thy Sir, that I think well and honourably of this croſs of Chriſt: 
I wonder, that he will take any glory from the like of me; | 
find when he but ſendeth his hearty commendations to me, an 
but bloweth a kiſs afar off, I am confounded with wondering 
what the ſupper of the Lamb will he, up in our Father's dining 


Nalace of glory, ſince the four-hours in his diſmal wildernels, 
an 
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| 1 when in priſons, and in our ſad-days, a kiſs of Chriſt is ſo 
ondrtable. O how ſweet and glorious ſhall our cafe be, when 
hat faireſt among the ſons of men fhall lay his fair face to our 
ow finful faces, and wipe away all tears from our eyes! O time, 
me, run ſwiftly, and haſten this day! O ſweet Lord Jefus, 
ame flying like a roe, or a young heart! Alas! that we, blind 
Cools are fallen in love with moon-fhine and ſhadows. How 


very day we may fee ſome new thing in Chriſt; his love hath 
neither brim nor bottom. Oh if I had help to praiſe him] He 
-noweth, if my ſufferings glorify his name, and encourage o- 
hers to ſtand faſt for the honour of our ſupreme Law-giver 
Chriſt, my wages then are paid to the full. Sir, help me to 
love that never-enongh praifed Lord. I find now, that the 
faith of the faints, under ſuffering for Chriſt, is fair before the 
wind, and with full fails carried upon Chriſt; and T hope to 
loſe nothing in this furnace but droſs; for Chriſt can triumph 
in a weaker man than I am, if there be any ſuch : and when all 
z done, his love paineth me, and leaveth me under ſuch debt 
to Chriſt, as I can neither pay principal nor intereſt. Oh if he 
would comprize myfelf, and if I were fold to him as a bond man, 
and that he would take me home to his houfe and fire fide; for 
| have nothing to render to him] Then, after me, let no man 
think hard of Chrift's ſweet croſs; for I would not change my 
fobs with the painted laughter of all my adverſaries. I defire 
grace and patience to wait on, and to ly upon the brink, till the 
vater fill and flow. I know he is faſt coming. Sir, ye will 
excuſe my boldneſs; and, till it pleaſe God I ſee yuu, ye have 
the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt, to whom Irecommend you, 
and whom I reſt 


0 Aberd. May 14. 1637. Yours at all obedience 

[ | PL iin Chriſt, 8. R. 
0 PDE ARDC D DDYDLDOKCDGDDOGDGOGG 
v 189. To JOHN CLARK. 

Id Lwing brother, F | | 

Or OLD taſt Chriſt withont wavering, and contend for the 
de 


faith, becauſe Chriſt i not eaſily gotten or kept. The 
0+ {Wy profeſſor hath put heaven (as it were) at the very next door, 
or ed thinketh to fly up to heaven in his bed, and in a night- 

dream; but truly, that is not ſo eaſy a thing, as moſt men be- 
t: lire. Chriſt himſelf did ſweat, ere he won this city, howbeit 
Ide was the ſree-born Heir. It is Chriſtianity, my heart, to be 

lncere, unfcigned, honeſt and upright-hearted before God; 
ag ad to live and ferve God, ſuppoſe there were not one man or 
ag Bl an in all the world dwelling beſide you,, to eye you. Any 

iltle grace that ye have, ſee that it be ſound and true: ye may 


pot 


veet is the wind tbat bloweth out of the airth where Chriſt is! 
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put a difference betwixt you and reprobates, if ye have theſ- 
marks: 1. If ye prize Chriſt and his truth ſo, as ye will ſe}1 al 
and buy him, and ſuffer for it. 2. If the love of Chriſt keep. 
eth you back from ſinning, more than the law or fear of hell, 
3. If ye be humble, and deny your own will, wit, credit, eaſe, 
honour, the world, and the vanity and glory of it. 4. Your 
profeſſion muſt not be barren, and void of good works, 5. Ye 
muſt in all things aim at God's honour ; ye muſt eat, drink, 
fleep, buy, ſell, fit, ſtand, ſpeak, pray, read, and hear the 
word with a heart-purpoſe that God may be honoured. 6. Ye 
muſt ſhew yourſelf an enemy to ſin, and reprove the works of 
darkneſs, ſuch as drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and lying, albeit the 
company ſhould hate you for ſo doing. 7. Keep in mind the 
truth of God, that ye heard me teach, and have nothing to dy 
with the corruptions, and new guiſzs entered into the houſe of 
God. 8. Make conſcience of your calling, in covenants, in buy. 
ing and ſelling. 9. Acquaint yourſelf with daily praying; com. 
mit all your ways and actions to God by prayer, ſupplication 
and thankſgiving ; and count not much of being mocked, for 
Chriſt Jeſus was mocked before you. Perſuade yourſelf, that 
this is the way of peace and comfort, I now ſuffer for: I dar 
go to death and into eternity with it, though men may poſlibly 
{eek another way. Remember me in your prayers, and the 
ſtate of this oppreſſed church. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Your ſouls 

. | well-wiſher, 8. N. 
DD y 
190. To CARDONESS elder. 


Much honoured Sir, 
Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth: I wonder that yt 
| write not to me; for the Holy Ghoſt beareth me witnels 
I cannot, I dare not, I dow not forget you, nor the ſouls af 
thoſe with you, who are redeemed by the blood of the great 
Shepherd: ye are in my heart in the night-watches, ye are m 
joy and crown in the day of Chriſt, O Lord, bear me witnels, 
if my ſoul thirſteth for any thing out heaven, more than for 
your ſalvation : let God lay me in an even balance, and try m- 
in this. Love heaven, let your heart be on it: up, up, a 
viſit the new land, and view the fair city, and the white throne 
and the Lamb, the bride's Huſband, in his Bridegroom's clothes 
ſitting on it : it were time, your ſoul caſt itſelf and all your bur 
dens upon Chriſt. I beſeech you by the wounds of our Re 
deemer, and by your compearance before him, and by the {al 
vation of your ſoul, loſe no more time; run faſt, for it is late 
God hath ſworn by himſelf, who made the world and time 


That time ſhall be no mere, Rev. x. Ye are now upon 1 is 
wo 


* 
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porder of the other life; your Lord cannot be blamed for giy- 
ing you warning: I have taught the truth. of Chriſt to you, 
ind delivered unto you the whole counſel of God, and I have 
ood before the Lord for you, and 1 ſhall yet ſtill ſtand. Awake, 
wake to do righteouſly. Think not to be caſed of the bur- 
gens and debts, that are on your houſe, by oppreſſing any, or 
being rigorous to thoſe that are under you: remember how I 
endeavoured to walk before you in this matter, as an example. 
« Behold, here am I, witnefs againſt me, before the Lord, and 
is anointed, whoſe ox or whoſe aſs have I taken ? whom have 
defrauded ? whom have J opprefled ? Who knoweth how 
my ſoul feedeth upon a good confcience, when I remember 
ow I ſpent this body in feeding the lambs of Chriſt ? At my 
Grit entry hither, I grant, I took a ſtomach againſt my Lord, 
becauſe he had caſten me over the dyke of the vineyard as a 
Iry tree, and would have no more of my ſervice; my dumb 
ſabbaths broke my heart, and I would not be comforted : but 
now he, whom my ſoul loveth, is come again, and it pleaſeth 
him to feaſt me with the kiſſes of his love: a King dineth with 
me, and his ſpiknard caſteth a ſweet ſmell, The Lord my wit- 
neſs is above, that I write my heart to you. I never knew, by 
my nine years preaching, ſo much of Chriſt's love, as he hath 
zught me in Aberdeen, by fix months impriſonment. I charge 
you in Chriſt's name, help me to-praiſe, and ſhew that people 
and country the loving kindneſs of the Lord to my ſoul, that 
o my ſufferings may. ſome way preach to them, when I am ſi- 
nt, He hath made me know now, better than before, what 
It is to be crucified to the world: I would not now give a drink 
f cold water for all the world's kindneſs; I owe no ſervice to 
It: Jam not the fleſh's debtor; my Lord Jeſus hath dawted 
bis priſoner, and hath thoughts of love concerning me. I 
ould not exchange my fighs, with the laughing of adverſaries. 
ir, I write this to inform you, that ye may know, it is the 
ruth of Chriſt I now ſuffer ſor, and he hath ſealed my ſuffer - 
ing with the comforts of his Spirit on my ſoul ; and know he 
utteth not his ſeal upon blank paper. Now, Sir, I have no 
omfort earthly, ,but to know, that I have eſpouſed, and ſhall 
preſent a bride to Chriſt in that congregation. The Lord hath 
given you much, and therefore he will require much-of you a- 
gun: number your talents, and fee what ye have to render 
back again; ye cannot be enough perſuaded of the ſhortneſs of 
our time. I charge you to write to me, and in the fear of 
bod be plain with me, whether or no ye have made your ſal- 
ation fyre : I am confident, and hope the beſt ; but I know, 
Jour recxonings with your Judge are many and deep. Sir, be 
nut deguiled, neglect not your one thing, (Phil. iii. 13.) your one 
Weary thing, Luke x. 42.) the good part that Hall not be taken 
1 mn rum 
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from you. Look beyond time; things here are but moon. 
ſhine: they have but children's wits, who are delighted with 
ſhadows, and deluded with feathers flying in the air. Deſire 
your children, in the morning of their life, to begin and ſeck 
the Lord, and to remember their Creator in the days of their pouth, 
(Eccleſ. xii. 1.) fe cleanſe their way by taking heed thereto accord; 
ing to God's word, (Pial. cxix. 9.) Youth is a glaſſy age, Satan 
finds a ſwept chamber {for the moſt part) in youth-hood, and 
a garniſhed lodging for himſelf and his train. 1 et the Lon 
have the flower of their age; the beſt facrifice is due to hin: 
iatruct them in this, that they have a foul, and that this lif 
is nothing in compariſon of eternity: they will have much nee! 
of God's conduct in this world, to guide them by theſe rocks, 
upon which moſt men ſplit; but far more need, when it cometh 
to the hour of death, and their compearance before Chriſt 
O that there were fuch an heart in them, to fear the name 
of the great and dreadful God, who hath laid up great things 
for thoſe that love and fear him Y I pray that God may be thei 
portion. Shew others of my pariſhoners, that I write to then 
my beſt wiſlies, and the bleflings of their lawful paſtor ; ſay to 
them from me, That I beſeech them by the bowels of Chriſt 
to keep in mind the doctrine of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
I taught them; that io they may lay hold on eternal life, ſtri- 
ing together for the faith of the goſpel, and making fure fa 
vation to themfelves. Walk in love, and do righteoulſnels; 
ſeck peace, love one another, wait for the coming of our Ma- 
ter and Judge: receive no doctrine contrary to that which! 
delivered to you; if ye fall away, and forget it, and that cate: 
chiſm which | taught you, and ſo forfake your own mercy, tit 
Lord be Judge betwixt you and me. I take heaven and earth to 
witneſs, that ſuch ſhall eternally periſn; but if they ſerve the 
Lord, great will their reward be, when they and I ſhall ſtand 
before our Judge. Set forward up the mountain, to mect with 
God; climb up, for your Saviour calleth on you. It may bi" 
God will call you to your reſt, when I ain far from you: but)! 
have my love, and the defires of my heart, for your foul's wel 
fare. He that is holy, keep you from falling, and eſtabliſh c 
till his own glorious appearance. | 
Aberd. 1637. Yeur affeFionate and 
| = lawful paſlor, 8. N. 
191. To CARDON ESS geunger. b 
Aſucb bonoured Sir, mW | 
Long to hear, whether or not your ſoul be hand-faſted wi 
Chriſt: Joſe your time no longer, flee the follies of you. 


+ ird np the loins of your mind and make you ready for aer 5 
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ve Lord, I bave often ſummoned you, and now I ſummon, you 
gain, to compear before your Judge, to make a reckoning of 
wur life; while ye have time, look upon your papers, and 
onſider your ways: O that there were ſuch an, heart in you, 
;to think, what an ill conſcience will be to you, when ye are 
zpon the border of eternity, and your one foot out of time! 
) then, ten thouſand thouſend floods of tears cannot extinguiſh 
heſe flames, or purchaſe to you one hour's releaſe from that 
ain! O how ſweet a day have ye had | But this is a fair day 
hat runneth faſt away; ſee how ye have ſpent it, and conſider 
he neceflity of ſalvation ; and tell me (in the fear of God) if ye 
ave made it ſure: I am perſuaded, ye bave a conſcience that 
ill be ſpeaking ſomewhat to you: why will ye die and deſtroy. 
ourſelf ? I charge you in Chriſt's name, to rouze up your con- 
ience, and begin to indent and contract with Chriſt, in time. 
alvation is in your offer: this is the accepted time, this is 
ne day of ſalvation : play the merchant, for ye cannot expect 
nother market-day when this is done; therefore let me again 
eſeech you, to conſider, in this your day, the things that be- 
27 to your peace, before they be hid from your eyes. Dear 
rother, fulfil my joy, and begin to ſeek the Lord, while lle 
ay be found: forſake the follies of deceiving and vain. youth; 
ay hold upon eternal life. Whoring, night-drinking, and m1!- 
ending the ſabbath, and negleCiing of prayer in your houſe, 
nd refuſing of an offered ſalvation, will burn up yourToul with 
he terrors of the Almighty, when your awakened confcience 
hall flee in your face. Be kind and loving to your wife; make 
onſcience of cheriſhing her, and not. being rigidly auſtere. 
ir, | have not a tongue to expreſs the glory that is laid up for 
bu, in your Father's houſe, if ye reform your doings, and 
rune your heart to return to the Lord. Ye. know, this worll 
but a hadow, a ſhort-living creature, under the law of time; 
thin leſs than fifty years, when ye look back to it, ye ſhall 
ugh at the evaniſhing vanitics thereof, s feathers flying in 
he air, and as the houſes of tand within the ſra-mark, which 
he children of men ars hilding. Give up with courting of 
us vain world: ſeek noWhe baſtard's moveables, hut the ſon's 
eritage in heaven. Take trial of Chriſt, look into him aud 
is love ſhall ſo change you, that ye ſhall be taken with him, 
nd never chooſe to go from him. I have experience 0: his 
veetneſs, in this houſe of my pilgrimage here: my witncls, 
ho is above, knoweth, I would not exchange mv ſighs and 
eus, with the laughing of the fourteen prelates; there is no- 
ling will make you a Chriſtian indeed, but a taſte of the twect- 
es of Chriſt; come and fee, will ſpeak beſt to your foul. | 
ond Fain hope good of you: be not diſcouraged at broken and 
put relolutions; but to it, and to it again: woo about Cu. itt; 
Mm 2 | til 
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till ye get your ſoul eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin to him; uſe che 
means of profiting with your conſcience, pray in your fami 
and read the word; remember how our Lord's day was ſpent 
when I was among you: it will be a great challenge to you be. 
fore God, if ye forget, the good that was done within the wall; 
of your houſe on the Lord's day, and if ye turn aſide after the 
faſhions of this world, and if ye go not in time to the kirk, 1 
wait on the public worſhip of God, and if ye tarry not at it, til 
all the exerciſes of religion be ended. Give God ſome of your 
time both morning, and evening, and afternoon z and in ſo do. 
ing, rejoice the heart of a poor oppreſſed priſoner. Rue upon 
your own ſoul, and from your heart fear the Lord. Now he 
that brought again from the dead the great Shepherd of his 
ſheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, eſtabliſh your 
heart with his grace, and preſent you before his preſence with joy, 
Aberd. 1637. Your affeRtionate and loving paſtor, S. R. 
192. Ta CARLETOQUN, 
Much honoured Sir, | | 
Wilt not impute your not writing to me, to forgetfulneſs: 
however, I have one above who forgetteth me not; nay, 
he groweth in his kindneſs ; it hath pleaſed his holy Majeſty, 
to take me from the pulpit, and teach me many things, in my 
exile and priſon, that were myſteries to me before: as 1. I ſe 
h:is bottomleſs and boundleſs love and kindneſs, and my jealov- 
ſies and ravings, which, at my firſt entry into this furnace, were 
10 fooliſh and bold, as to ſay to Chriſt who is truth itſelf, in hi 
face, Thou lieſt. I had well nigh loſt my gripes: I wondered 
if it was Chriſt or not; for the miſt and ſmoke of my perturbed 
heart made me miſtake my Maſter Jeſus z my faith was din, 
and hope frozen and cold; and my love, which cauſed jealou- 
ſies, had ſome warmneſs, and heat, and ſmoke, but no flam 
at all; yet J was looking for ſome good of Chriſt's old claim i 
me. I chought, I had forfeited all my rights; but the tempt 
Vas too much upon my counſels, and was {till blowing the cou 
alas! I knew not well before, how good {kill my Interceſi 
and Advocate, Chriſt, hath of pleading, and pardoning me 
ſuch follies. Now he is returned to my ſoul with healing unde 
bis wings; and I am nothing behind with Chriſt now, for be 
hath overpaid me, by his preſence, the pain I was put to by o- 
waiting, and any little loſs J ſuſtained by my witneſſing again 
the wrongs done to him. I trow, it was a pain to my Lord 5 
hide himſelf any longer; in a manner, he was challenging bt 
own unkindneſs, and repented him of his glooms : and not 
what want I on earth, that Chriſt can give to a poor priſone! 
O how ſweet and lovely is he now ! Alas, that I can get "I 
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help me, to lift up my Lord Jeſus upon his throne, above all 
the earth ! 2. 1 am now brought to ſome meaſure of ſubmiſſion, 
and I reſolve to wait till I ſee what my Lord Jeſus will do with 
me: I dare not now nick-name or ſpeak one word againſt the 
all-ſceing and over-watching providence of my Lord. I fee, 
providence runneth not on broken wheels; but I, like a fool, 
WH carvcod a providence for mine own eaſe, to die in my neſt, and 
WE to fleep (till, till my gray hairs; and to ly on the ſunny fide of 
me mountain, in my miniſtry at Anwoth : but now, I have no- 
wing to ſay againſt a borrowed fire-ſide, and another man's 
WH houte, nor Kedar's tents, where I live, being removed far from 
vy acquaintance, my lovers and my friends: I fee, God bath 
we world on his wheels, and caſteth it as a potter doth a veſſel 
on the wheel. I dare not ſay, that there is any inordinate or 
regular motion in providence ;z the Lord hath done it: I will 
„not go to law with Chriſt, for I would gain nothing of that. 
3. I have learned ſome greater mortification, and not to mourn 
after, or ſeek to ſuck the world's dry breaſts : nay, my Lord 
hath filled me with ſuch dainties, that I am like to a full ban- 
queter, who is not for common cheer. What have I to do to 
tan down upon my knees, and worſhip mankind's great idol, 
7.08 the world? I have a better god than any clay-god ; nay, at pre- 
1, ent, as I am now diſpoſed, I care not much to give this world 
ol a diſcharge of my life-rent of it, for bread and water: I know 
ei it is not my home, nor my Father's houſe ; it is but his foot- F 
1 ſtool, the outer cloſe of his houſe, his out-fields, and muir- F2 
ae ground: let baſtards take it; I hope never to think myſelf in 
bi its common, for honour or riches : nay now, I ſay to laughter, 
elf thou art madneſs. 4. I find it moſt true, that the greateſt 
ed temptation out of hell, is, to live without temptations : if my 
| waters ſhould ſtand, they would rot: faith is the better of the 
tree air, and of the ſharp winter ſtorm in its face; grace wither- 3 
eth without adverſity : the devil is but God's maſter-fencer, to —_ 
teach us to handle our weapons. 5. I never knew how weak 
{ was, till now, when he hideth himſelf, and when I have him 
to ſeek ſeven times a day. I am a dry and withered branch, Fx 
and a piece of a dead carcaſe, dry bones, and not able to ſtep 1 
over a ſtraw: the thoughts of my old ſins are as the ſummons by. 
of death to me; and of late my brother's caſe hath ſtricken me | 


r he to the heart; when my wounds are cloſing, a little rifle cau- 

0 ſeth them to bleed afreſh : ſo thin ſkinned is my ſoul, that 1 F 
W think, it is like a tender man's ſkin, that may touch nothing : = 

digg ye fee, how ſhort I would ſhoot off the prize, if his grace were 3 

| not ſufficient for me. Wo is me for the day of Scotland, wo, * 

yo vo is me for my harlot- mother; for the decree is gone forth: [1 

ner Women of this land ſhall call the childleſs and miſcarrying wombs i 

7 bleſſed, The anger of the Lord is gone farth, and ſhall not 

00 ; | 


return, 
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return, till he penxform the purpoſe of his heart againſt Scot- 
land: yet he ſhall make Scotland a new ſharp inſtrument hay. 
ing teeth, to threſh the mountains, and fan the hills as chaff. 
The priſoner's bleſſing be upon you. 

Aberd. March 14. Tours in his faeet Lord 


1637. Jeſus, 8. N. 
P 
193. To the Lady BUS BIE. 


| 65 of 

now, ye are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is doing in 
1 Zion, and that the haters of Zion may get the bottom of 
our cup, and the burning coals of our furnace, that we have 
been tried in, thoſe many years by gone O that this nation 
would be awakened, to cry mightily unto God, for the ſetting 
up of a new tabernacle to Chriſt in Scotland. O if this king. 
dom knew how wortky Chriſt were of his room ! His worth 
was ever above man's eſtimation of him. - And for myſelf, I 
am pained at the heart, that I cannot find myſelf diſpoſed to. 
leave myſelf, and go wholly into Chriſt : alas, that there ſhould 
be one bit of me out of him, and that we leave too much liber. 
ty and latitude for ourſelves, and our own eaſe, and credit, 
and pleaſures, and fo little room for all love-worthy Chriſt ! O 
what pains and charges it coſteth Chriſt ere he get us! and 


when all is done we are not worth the having: it is a wonder, 


that he ſhould ſeek the like of us: but love overlooketh black- 
neſs and feckleſneſs ; for if it had not been fo, Chriſt would 
never have made ſo fair and bleſſed a bargain with us, as the 
covenant of grace is. I find, that in all our ſufferings, Chriſt 
is but ridding marches, that every one of us may fay, mine and 
thine, and that men may know by their croſſes, how weak 3 
bottom nature is to ſtand upon in a trial, That then which our 
Lord intendeth, in all our ſufferings, is to bring grace in court 
and requeſt amongſt us: I would ſuccumb and come ſhort of 
heaven, if I had no more but my own ſtrength to ſupport me; 
and if Chriſt ſhould ſay to me, either do or die, it were eaſy 
to determine, what ſhould become of me: the choice wereealy, 


for Ibehoved to dic, if Chriſt ſhould paſs by with ſtraitened bows. 


cls; and who then would take us up in our Fraits ? I know, we 
may ſay, that Chriſt is kindeſt in his love, when we are at our 
weakeſt ; and that if Chriſt had not been to the fore, in our ſad 
days, the waters had gone over our ſoul. His mercy hath fet 
a period and appointed a place, how far, and no further the 
{ca or affliction ſhall low, and where the waves thereof thall be 
ſtayed : he preſcribeth how much pain and ſorrow, both for 
weight and meaſure, we muſt have; ve have then good cauſe 


ty rccal your love from all lovers, aud give it to Chrilt: . 
W110 


—c uw. — < — 4a. ..o 0 1 _ — wv ﬀIAa Fa i ain W tanned .. mY erer 1 _—y —T” RS ' At Fra  — — as —— I CO Y 1 


Boll. 194. LETTERS. - 

. is afflicted in all your afflictions, looketk not on you, in 

our fad hours, with an inſenſible heart or dry eyes. All the 

Lord's ſaints may ſee, that it is loſt love, which is beſtowed u- 
pon this periſhing world: death and judgment will make men 
Lament, thac ever their miſcarrying hearts carried them to lay 
ind laviſh out their love, upon falſe appearances and night- 
dreams. Alas! that Chriſt ſhould fare the worſe, becauſe of 
his own goodneſs, in making peace and the goſpel to ride to- 
gether; and that we have never yet weighed the worth of 
Chriſt in his ordinances z and that now we are like to be depri- 
ved of the well, ere we have talted the ſweetneſs of the water: 
it may be with watery eyes, and a wet face, and wearied feet, 
we ſeek Chriſt, and ſhall not find him. Oh that this land 
were humbled in time, and by prayers, cries and humiliation 
would bring Chriſt in at the church door again, now when his 
back is turned towards us, and he is gone to the threſhold, and 
his one foot (as it were) is out of the door? I am ſure his de- 
parture is our deſerving, we have bought it with our iniquities: 
for even the Lord's own children are fallen aſleep: and, alas! 
profeſſors are made all of ſhews and faſhions, and are not at 
pains to recover themſelves again. Every one hath his ſet mea- 
ſure of faith and holineſs, and contenteth himſelf with a ſtint- 
ed meaſure of godlineſs, as if that were enough to bring them 
to heaven: we forget that as our gifts and light grow, fo God's 
gain and the intereſt of his talents ſhould grow alſo; and that 
we cannot pay God with the old uſe and wont (as we uſe to 
ſpeak) which we gave him ſeven years ago; for this were to 
mock the Lord, and to make price with him as we liſt. O what 
difficulty is there in our Chriſtian journey! and how often 
come we ſhort of many thouſand things that are Chriſt's due! 
and we conlider not how far our dear Lord is behind with us. 
Miſtreſs, I cannot render you thanks, as I would, for your kind- 
neſs to my brother, an oppreſſed ſtranger ; but I remember 
vou unto the Lord: as I am able: I entreat you, think upon 
me, his priſoner, and pray that the Lord would be pleaſed to 
give me room to ſpeak to his people in his name. Grace, grace 
be with you. | bet 

Aberd. 1636. Yours in his feveet Lerd and 


Mater, S. R. 


rene 


194. To FUL WOOD younger. 
Much honoured Sir, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Upon the report of 

this worthy bearer concerning you, I thought good to 
Peak a word to you : it is enough for acquaintance, that we 
ar one in Chriſt. My caractt deſire to you 1s, that ye wouid, 


1 
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in the fear of God, compare your inch and hand-breadth gf 
time with vaſt eternity, and your thoughts of this now fair 
blooming and green world, with the thoughts ye (hall have of 
it, when corruption and worms ſhall make their houſes in your 
eye-holes, and ſhall eat your fleth, and make that body ry 
bones: if ye ſo do, I know then, that your light and this world! 
vanity ſhall be more clear, than now it is; and I am perſuaded, 
ye ſhall then think, that mens labours for this clay-idol are to be 
laughed at. Therefore come near, and take a view of that 
tranſparent beauty that is in Chriſt, which would buſy the love 
of ten thouſand millions of worlds and angels, and hold them 
all at work: ſurely I am grieved, that men will not ſpend their 
whole love upon that royal and princely Well-beloved, that 
high and lofty Oge ; for it is curſed love that runneth another 
way than upon him. And for myſelf, if I had ten loves and ten 
ſouls, O how glad would I be, if he would break in upon me, 
and take poſſeſſion of them all! Wo, wo is me, that he and! 
are ſo far aſunder ! I hope we ſhall be in one country and one 
houſe together. Truly pain of love-fickneſs for Jeſus, maketh 
me to think it long, long, long tothe dawning of the day. Oh that 
he would cut ſhort years and months and hours, and over-leap 
time, that we might meet! And for this truth, Sir, that ye 
_ profeſs, I avow before the world of men and angels, that is the 
way, and the only way, to our country, the reſt are by-ways; 
and that what I ſuffer for, is the apple of Chriſt's eye, even his 
honour as Law-giver and King of his church. I think death 
too little ere I forſake it. Do not, Sir, I beſeech you in the 
Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by drawing back from him; 
it is too thin already; for I dare pledge my heaven upon it, he 
ſhall win this plea, and the fools that plea againſt him ſhall loſe 
the wager, which is their part of falvation, except they take 
better heed to their ways. Sir, free grace that we give no hire 
for, is a jewel our Lord giveth to few. Stand faſt in the hope 
ye are called unto: our Maſter will rend the clouds, and be upon 
us quickly, and clear our cauſe, and bring us all out in our 
if black and whites. Clean, clean garments in the Bridegroom's 
F | eye, are, of great worth: ſtep over this hand-breadth cf world's 
| 
| 


glory, in to our Lord's new world of grace, and ye will laugh 
at the feathers that children are chafing in the air. I verily 
judge, that theſe inns, men are building their neſt in, are not 
worth a drink of cold water. It is a rainy and ſmoky bouſe; 
it were beſt we come out of it, leſt we be choked with the ſmoke 


thereof. O that my adverſaries knew how ſweet my ſighs for 
Chriſt are, and what it were for a ſinner to lay his head between 
Chriſt's breaſts, and to be over head and ears in Chriſt's love 
| Alas, I cannot cauſe paper ſpeak the height and breadth and 
| depth of it! 1 have not a balance to weigh my Lord N 
a. | | Worth 


„ AAA ˙ T 
orth : heaven, ten heavens would not be the beam of a ba- 
lance to weigh him in. I muſt give over praiſing of bim; an- 
vels ſee but little of him: O if that fair one would take off the 
maſk off his fair face, that I might ſee him: a kiſs of him thro? 
iz maſk is half a heaven. * O day, dawn! O time, run faſt! 

Bridegrooom, poſt, poſt faſt, that we may meet! O heavens, 
leave in two, that that bright face and head may ſet itſelf 
brough the clouds P O that the corn were ripe, and this world 


prepared for his hook I Sir; be pleaſed to remember a priſon - 

rs bonds. Grace be with you. | 
Aberdeen, July 10. Tours in his faveet Lord 
1637. | Feſws, 8. R. 


rr 
195. To Mr. HUGH MACK AIL. 
My very dear brother, , | | 
E know, that men may take their ſweet fill of the ſour 
law, in grace's ground; and betwixt the Mediator's 
reaſts, and this is ſirmers ſafeſt way; for there is a bed for 
eatied ſinners to reſt them in, in the new covenant, though 
10 bed of Chriſt's making to ſleep in. The law ſhall never be 
y doomiter, by Chriſt's grace, if I get no more good of it; L 
all find a fore enough doom in the goſpel, to humble and to 
aſt me down : it is {I grant) a good rough friend, to follow a 
raitor to the bar, and to back him, till he come to Chriſt. We 
1y blame ourſelves, who cauſe the law to crave well-paid debt, 
o ſcar us away from Jeſus, and diſpute about a righteouſneſs of 
ur own, a world in the modn, achimera, and a night-dream, 
hat pride is father and mother to; there cannot be a more - 
umble ſoul than a believer ; it is no pride for a drowning man 
0 catch hold of a rock. [I rejoice, that the wheels of this con- 
led world are rolled, and cogged, and driven, according as 
ur Lord will. Out of whatever airth the wind blow, it will 
low us on our Lord: no wind can blow our fails over-hoard; 
decauſe Chriſt's ſkill, and the honour of his wiſdom, are em- 
bawned, and laid down at the ſtake, for the ſea-paſſengers, that 
de ſhall put them ſafe off bis hand on the ſhore, in bis Father's 
own bounds, our native home- ground. My dear brother, 
car not at the croſs of Chriſt : it is not ſeen yet, what Chriſt 
ll do for you, when it cometh to the worſt; he will keep his 
race till ye be at a ſtrait, and then bring forth the decreed birth 
or your ſalvation. Ye are an arrow of his own making, let him 


= vot you againſt a wall of braſs, your point ſhall keep whole. 
en not, for multitude of letters, and diſtraction of friends, 


Mepare what | would for the times: I have not one hour of 

ware time, ſuppoſe the day were forty hours long. Remem- 

Pr me in prayer: Grace be with you. 

dberd, Sept. 5. 1637. PTeurs in bis feet Lord Fefus, 8. R. 
N n 196. To 
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196. To bis Reverend and dear brother, Mr. DAVID 
 DICESON. 1740" 


*% BY 


your never enough-praiſed, praiſed Maſter, m that ye put the 
men of God, chaſed out of Ireland, to work. O if I could con» 
firm you | I dare ſay in God's preſence, That this hall never 
haſten your ſuffering, but ſhall be David Dickfon's fealf and 
ipeaking joy, that while he had time and leiſure, he put many 
ro work, to lift up Jeſus his fweet Maſter, high in the fkies, 
O man of God, go on, go on, be valiant for that plant of renown, 
for that Chief among ten thouſands, for that Prince of the 
kings of the earth. It is but little that I know of God; ye! 
this I dare write, Chriſt ſhall be glorified in David Dickſon, 
howbeit Scotland be not gathered. I am pained, pained, tha 
J have not more to give my ſweet Bridegroom : his comforts t 
me are not dealt with a niggard's hand, but I would fain learn 
not to idolize comfort, fenſe, joy, and fweet felt preſence ; all 
theſe are bui creatures, and nothing but the kingly rode, the 
gold- ring, and the bracelets of the Bridegroom; the Bridegroom 
himſelf is better than all the ornaments that are about him. 
Now, I would not fo much have theſe, as God himfelf, and to 


be ſwallowed up of love to Chriſt. I ſee in delighting in a com- 


munion with Chrift, we may make more gods than one; but 
however, all was but bairn's-play between Chriſt and me, til 
now. If one wculd have ſworn to me, I would not have be- 
lieved, what may be found in Chriſt. Thope, ve pity my pain 
that much, in my priſon, as to help me yourtelf, and to cauſe 
others help me, a dyvour, a ſinful wretched dyvour, to paf 
tome of my debts of praiſe to my great King. Let my God be 
j :dge and wirnefs, if my ſoul would not have ſweet eaſe and 
comfort, to have many hearts confirmed in Chriſt, and enlarged 
with his love, and many*tongues ſet on work to ſet on high my 
royal and princely Well-beloved. O that my ſufferings coul 
pay tribute to ſuch a King! I have given over wondering at his 
love; for Chriſt hail manifeſted a piece of art upon 2. 2 

6 neve 
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I never tr eld to any living: he hath gotten fair and rich 
employment, and ſweet fale, and a goodly market for his he- 
nourable)calimg of ſhewing”thercy on me, the chief of ſinners. 
Every. one knoweth not ſo well as I do, my wofully often bro- 
ken covenants, my fins againſt light, working in the very acc 
of ſinning; hath been met with admirable mercy : but, alas] he 
will get nothing back again, but wretched unth.nkfulneſs, I 
am ſure, if Chriſt pity any thing in me, next to my lin, it is 
pain of love for an arm-full and ſoul-full of himſelf, in faith, 
love, and begun fruition: my forrow is, that I cannot get Chriit 
lifted off the duſt in Scotland, and ſet on high, above all the 
ics; and heaven of heavens... - - | 4s 

Aterdeen, May 1. Heure in his faveet Lord 

! $4693 413" | Fefus, 8. R. 
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197. 77 bis reverend aud dear brother, Mr. JOHN 
47 1? LIVINGSTON. 


My Reg erend and dear brother, 


ou * ” - 


G mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from 


* 


you, and to be refreſhed with the comforts of the brice 
of our Lord Jeſus in Ireland, I ſuffer with you in grief, fer 
the daſh that your deſires to be at N. E. have received of late, 
but if our Lord who hath {kill to bring up his children, had net 
ſeen it your beſt, it ſhould not have befallen you: hold yur 
peace, and ſtay yourſelf upon the holy One of Iſrael: bearken 
what he ſaith in croſſing of your defires, he will ſpeak peace 
to his people, I am here removed from my flock, and ſilence 
and confined in Aberdeen, for the teſtimony of Jeſus; and 1 
have been confined iu ſpirit alſo with deſertions and challenges 
gave in a bill of quarrels, and complaints of unkindnels, a 
gainſt Chri't, who Rech to caſt me over the dyke of the vin 
yard, as a dry tree, and ſeparated me from the Lord's inher1 
tance ; but bigh, high and loud praifes be to our royal crown- 
ed King in Zion, that he hath not burnt the dr? branch: I 
ſhail \er live, and ſee his glory. Your mother-church, for her 
whorcdom, is like to be caſt off: the bairns may break their 
heart, to lee ſuch chiding betwixt the huſband and the wite. 
Our clergy is upon a reconciliation with the Lutherans, and the 
doctors are writing books, and drawing up a common confei- 
bon, at the Council's command. Our ſervice- book is proclaim- 
ed with ſound of trumpet :! the night is fallen down upon the 
Prophets ; Scotland's day of viſitation is come: it is time for the 
bridle to weep, while Chriſt is a-ſaying, He will chooſe another 
wife: but our ſky will clear again; the dry branch of cut down 
banon will bad again and be glorious, and they ſhall yet plant 
mes upon our mountains. Now, my dear brother, I write to 
f02 for this end, that ye may help me tv praiſe, and ſeek hel P 
Nn 2 | 07 
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of others with you, that God may be glorified in my bonds 
My Lord Jeſus hath taken the withered dry-ſtranger, and his 

broken in heart priſoner, into his houſe of wine. 01 01 K 
e, and all Scotland, and all our brethren with you, knew hay 
am feaſted ! Chriſt's honey-combs draꝑ comforts: he dineih 


with his priſoner, and the King's ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell; 


The devil cannot get it denied, but we ſuffer for the apple of 
Chriſt's eye, his royal prerogatives, as King and Law. giver; 
let us not fear ar faint. He will have his gaſpel once again 
rouped in Scotland, and have the matter going to voices, ta 
ſee who wil ſay, Let Chriſt. be crowned King in Scotland: i 
is true, Antichriſt ſtirreth his tail; but I love a rumbling and 
raging devil in the kirk (ſince the church militant cannot of 
may not want a devil to trouble her) rather than a ſubtle or 
ſleeping devil: Chriſt never yet gat a bride without. ſtroke of 
ſword; it is now nigh the Bridegroom's entering into his cham, 
ber, let us awake and go in with him: 1 bear your name tg 
Chriſt's door : I pray you dear brother, forget me not: let me 
hear from you by a letter, and I charge you, {mother not Chriſts 
bounty towards me :-I write what I have found of him, in the 
houſe of my pilgrimage. Remember my love to all our bie. 
thren and fiſters there. The keeper of the vineyard watch for 
his beſieged city, and for you. Ft 
Alerd. Feb. J. 1637. Your brother and fellog-ſufferer, 5. R. 
+ rp ++ ERAS +++ mH+HHHtHH 
198. To Mr. EPHRAIM MELVIL. 
Reverend and dear brother, | W 298 | 
Received your letter, and am contented with all my heart, 
that our acquaintance in our Lord continue. I am wreſt: 
ling, as I dow, up the mount with Chriſt's cxoſs : my Second 
is kind, and able to help. As for your queſtions, becauſe df 
my manifold diſtractions, and letters to multitudes, I have n 
time to anſwer them ; what ſhall be ſaid in common for that, 
ſhall be imparted to you : for I am upon theſe queſtions : there: 
fore ſpare me a little, for the Service- book would take a gred 
time, but I think, Sicut deoſculatia religieſa imag inis, aut gm 
elementorum, eft in ſe idololatria externa, etfi intentis deofculant 
ta, quanta in actu 21, feratur in Deum npoleluzov ; ita genigulati 


coram pane, quando, nempe, ex inſtitutione totus bemo externus * 


internus verſari debeat circa elementaria ſigna, eft adoratio relate 
wn, WO adoratio ipſius panis, Ratio: intentio adorandi objectun 
r2ateriale, nan eft de 2 externe adorationis, ut patet in detſs 
e -latione religigſu. Sic geniculatio coram imagine Babylonica eff ex- 
gerna adoratio imagims, etf tres puri mente intendiſſent aderart 
Tehovam. Sic qui ex metu ſolo, aut ſpe pretu, aut inanis gloriaty 
grnigculatur coram ares vituls Feroboami, ( quod ab ipſo rege, # 


lie religione induftus, fed libiding domingndi tantum vitulim & 


r. 
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rexit, factitatum eſſe, was bee luculenter clamat ) adorat vitulum 
externa adoratione 5 etiamſs putaret vitulum e meram creatu- 
rams & honore nullo dignum : quia geniculatio, five nos nolumus, 
foe volumus ex inflituto Dei & nature, in actu religinſo, oft ſym- 
bolum religieſæ adorationis : Ergo, ficut panis fegnificat- corpus 
Chriſti, elſi abfit actus omnis noftre intentionis ; fic religioſa geni- 
culatio, ſublata omni intentione humana, eft externa adoratio pants, 
gram quo adoramus, ut coram figno vicario & repreſentativo Dei. 
Thus recommending you to God's tender mercy, I deſire that 

e would remember me to God. Saudtification ſhall ſettle you 
moſt in the truth. Grace be with you. ART rr 

Aberd, 1637. | wi Your brother in Chrift Fefus, 8. R. 
eee 
199. To a Gentlewoman upon the death of her Huſband. 
Miſtreſs, "51 | 


7 


1 RACE, mercy, and peace be to you, I cannot but re- 


, Joice, and withal be grieved, at your caſe: it hath plea« 
, WY {:d the Lord to remove your huſband (my friend, and this 
o WY kirk's faithful profeſſor) ſoon to his reſt; but ſhall we be ſorry, 


that our lols is his gain, ſeeing his Lord would want his com- 
pany no longer? Think not much of ſhort ſummons; for ſee- 
ing be walked with his Lord in his life, and deſired that Chriſt 
ſhould be magnified in him at his death, ye ought to be ſilent 
and fatisfied, When Chriſt cometh for his own, he runneth 
faſt; mercy, mercy to the ſaints goeth not at leiſure; love, 
love in our Redeemer is not flow, and withal he is homely with 


t, WH you, who cometh at his own hand to your houſe, and intromit- 
e teth, as a friend, with any thing that is yours: I think, he 
nd Wi vould fain borrow and lend with you. Now he ſhould meet 
Lich the ſolacious company, the fair flock, and bleſſed bairn- 


tine of the firſt-barn, banqueting at the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb. It is a mercy, that the poor wandering ſheep get a 
dyke-fide in this ſtormy day, and a leaking ſhip a ſafe harbour, 
and a ſęa- ſick paſſenger a ſound and foft bed aſhore. Wrath, 
an Wl Frath, wrath from the Lord is coming upon this land, that 
he bath left behind him: know, therefore, that your Lord Je- 
tu WY {us his wounds are the wounds of a lover, and that he will have 
& Wl ©mpaſſian upon a ſad hearted ſervant 3 and that Chriſt bath 
1. bid, he will have the huſband's room in your heart: he loved 
Jou in your firſt huſband's time; and he is but wooing you 
eſe BY filly give him heart and chair, houſe and all; he will not be 
*: made companion with any other; love is full of jealouſies, he 
ar! Wi vill have all your love, and who ſhould get it but he? I know, 
1% e allow it upon him; there are comforts, both ſweet and ſa- 
qv ll *tying, laid up for you; wait on. Firſt, Chriſt he is an ho- 
„e debtor. Now for mine own caſe, I think ſome poor body 
would 


———— . ee en — 


good of him. O! hell were a good cheap price to buy him a. 
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would be glad of a dawted priſoner's Teavings. I have no ſcz. 
city of Chriſt's love: he hath waſted more comforts upon ki 
poor baniſhed ſervant, than would have refreſhed many ſoul, 
My burden was once ſo heavy, that one ounce-weight woch 
have caſten the balance, and broken my back; but Chriſt fa 
hold, hold, to my forrow, and hath wiped a bluthered Fix, 
which was foul with weeping. I may joyfully go my Lords . 
rands, with wages in my hands; deferred hopes need not p 
make me deadſwier (as we uſe to ſay) my croſs is both my erdi 
and my reward. Oh that men would found his high pralſes 
1 love Chriſt's worſt reproaches, his glooms, his croſs, betth 
than all this world's plaiſtered glory; my heart is not longiny 
to be back again from Chriſt's country; it is a fweet foil t an 
come to. I (if any in the world) have good cauſe to ſpeak tuch 


Ob if all the three kingdoms were witneſſes to my mrs In 
ed foul, overcome and wounded with Chriſt's love ! | 125 
you moſt kindly, my dear ſiſter, for your love to, and tend 
care of my brother. I will think myſelf obliged to you, if jt 
continue his friend: he is more to me than a brother now, be, 
ing engaged to ſuffer for ſo honourable a Maſter and cauſe 
Pray for Chriſt's priſoner ; and grace, grace be with yu 
Aberd. March 7. 1637.* Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, 8.k 
200. To his reverend and dear brother, Mr. JOHN NEVAI 
My reverend and dear brother, D 1 ni 9 
RACE, mercy, and peace be to you: I have exteedin} 
many I write to, elſe I would be kinder in paper. I&. 
joice that my ſweet Maſter hath any to back him: thick, thik 
may my royal King's court be. O that this kingdom mig 
grow | it were my joy to have his houſe full of gueits, © "Except 
that 1 have ſome cloudy days, for the moft part 1 have g king) 
life with Chriſt; he is all perfumed with the powders of thi 
merchant: he hath a king's face and a King's (mel! ; his chart 
ot, wherein he carrieth his poor priſoner, is of the wood! 
Lebanon, it is paved with love: is not that ſoft ground to wall 
or ly on? I think better of Chriſt than ever I did; my thought 
of his love grow and ſwell on me: 1 never write to any of hi 
ſo much as I have felt. Oh if I could write 2 book of Chr 
and of his love! Suppoſe I were' made white aſhes, and bur 
for this fame truth, that men count but as Knots of ſtraws, 
were my gain, if my aſhes could proclaim the worth, exccllel 
cy, and love of my Lord Jeſus: there is much telling of Chrilti 
I give uver the weighing of him, heaven would not be the bent 
of a balance to weigh him in. What eres be on me, or wh 


wiudd of tongues be on me, I care not; let me ſtaud in this fta 
i 


. 


the fool's coat, and act a fodb's part to the reſt of this na- 
on; if j can ſet my Well-beloved on high, and witneſs fair 
Ir bim, a fig for their hoſanna: if I can roll myſelf in a lap of 
wriſts garment, 1 will ly there and laugh at the thoughts of 
lying bits of clay... Brother, we have cauſe to weep for our 
:lot-motber, her huſband is ſending her to Rome's bro- 
bel houſe, which is the gate ſhe liketh well: yer I perſuade 
on, there {hall be a fair after-growth for Chriſt in Scotland, 
1d this church ſhall ſing the Bridegroom's welcome-hame a- 
zin to his own bouſe : the worms ſhall eat them firſt, ere they 
zuſe Chriſt take good-night at Scotland. I am here affaulted 
th the doctor's gun, but I bleſs. the Father of light, they 
raw not blood of truth. I find no lodging in the heart of na- 
ural men, who are cold friends to my Maſter : I pray you, re- 
ieaiber my love to that gentleman, A. C. My heart is knit 
> him, becauſe he and I have one Maſter. Remember my 
nds, and preſent my ſervice to my Lord and my Lady: I 
ith Chriſt may be dearer to them, than to many of their place, 
ace be with you. | | 
Aberd. July 5 Taeurte in his ſweet © 
1637. 1H Lord Feſus, S. R. 
== = = == === = = = == = = === = == = === 


201. To my Lady BOY D. 


© 4» 


N. adam, 


' RACE, mercy and peace be to vou. Few (I believe} 
know the pain and torment of Chriſt's friſted love: friſ- 


2 "s of Chriſt's preſence is a matter of torment. I know a poor 
Ie icht would lay all oars in the water, for a banquet or feaſt 
wic Chriſt's love. I cannot think, but it muſt be up- taking and 
, to ſee e white and red of Chriſt's fair face; for he is 


hite and ruddy, and the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, Cant. 
10. 1 am ſure, that muſt be a well made face of his, hea- 
en muſt be in his viſage: glory, glory for evermore muſt ſit 
n his countenance. I dare not curſe the maſk and coverin 


will" tear the maſk ! Fy, fy upon us, we were never aſhamed 
00 | now that we do not proclaim our pining and languiſhing for 


im, I ar ſure, never tongue ſpake of Chriſt, as he is. 1 
2 {till of that mind, and ſtill will be, that we wrong and un- 
Pant ervalue that holy, holy One, in having ſuch ſhort and ſhallow 
oughts of his weight and worth. O if I could but have leave 
tand beſide, and ſee the Father weigh Chriſt the Son, if it 
_” poſſible ! but how every one of them comprehendeth an- 
pes ber, we who have eyes of clay, cannot comprehend; but it 
pity for evermore, and more than ſhame, that ſuch an one 

Cbrilt ſhould fit in heaven his alone lor us: to go up thither 


anes 


294 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Pg. 20 


anes errand, and on purpoſe to ſee, were no ſmall glory. 0 
that he would ſtrike out windows, and fair and great lights, in 
this old houſe, this fallen down ſoul, and then ſet the ſoul 
near-hand Chriſt, that the rays and beams of light, and the; 
ſoul-delighting glances of the fair, fair God-head, might ſhine 
in at the windows, and fill the houſe } a fairer and more nent 
and direct ſight of Chriſt would make room for his love; for 
we are but pinched and ſtraitned in his love. Alas, it were 
eaſy to 8 and weigh all the love that we have for Chriſt, 
and by inches and ounces ! Alas, that we ſhould love by mes. 
{ure and weight, and not rather have floods and feaſts of Chriſi' 
love ! Oh that Chriſt would break down the old narrow veſſch 
of theſe narrow and ebb ſouls ; and make fair, deep, wide, and 
brozd ſouls; to hold a ſea and a full tide, flowing over all its 
Banks, of Chriſt's love l Oh that the Almighty would give me 
my requeſt ! that I might ſee Chriſt come to his temple agait 
(as he 1s minting, and it is like minding to do) and if the land 
were humbled : the judgments threatened are with this reſer 
vation, I know, if we ſhall turn and repent. O! what a bes- 
ven ſhould we have on earth, to ſee Scotland's noon, like the 
light of the ſun, and Scotland's ſun light ſeven fold, like the 
light of ſeven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the 
breach of his people, and healeth the ſtroke of their wounds! 
Iſa. xxx. 26. Alas! that we will not pull and draw Chriſt to 

his old tents again, to come and feed among the lilies, till the 
day break and the ſhadows flee away ! O that the nobles would 
go on, in the ſtrength and courage of the Lord, to bring our 

lawful King Jeſus home again! I am perſuaded he ſhall return 

again in glory to this land: but happy were they, who could 

help to convoy him to his ſanctuary, and fet him again up upon 

the mercy-ſeat betwixt the cherubims. O ſun, return to 

darkened Britain! O faireſt among all the ſons of men, O mol: 

excellent One, come home again, come home, and win the 

praiſes and bleſſings of the mourners in Zion, the priſoners of 

hope, that wait for thee l' I know he can alſo triumph, in ſuf 
fering, and weep and reign, and die and triumph, and remail 

in priſon, and yet ſubdue his enemies: but how happy were l, 

to ſee the coronation- day of Chriſt ; to ſee his mother who bars 

Him, put the crown upon his head again, and cry with ſhout- 

ing till the earth ſhould ring, Let Jeſus dun, Nag live aud 

reign for evermore Grace, grace be with you Ladyſhip. 

Aberd. 1637. Your Ladyſbip's at all obedience 

WEN | in Chrift, S. R. 


202. 11 
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702. To Mr. ALEXANDER COLVIL of Blair. 


Much honoured Sir, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I would defire to 
know how my Lord took my letter I ſent him, and how 

15: I deſire nothing, but that he be faſt and honeſt to my 
oval Maſter and King. I am well every way, all praiſe to him, 
n whoſe books I muſt ſtand for ever as his debtor ! only my 

lence paineth me. I had one joy out of heaven, next to Chriſt 
y Lord, and that was to preach him to this faithleſs generati- 
on; and they have taken that from mes: it was to me as the 

oor man's one eye, and they have put out that eye. I know 
he violence done to me and his poor bereft bride, is come up 

defore the Lord: and ſuppole I ſee not the other fide of my 

roſs, or what my Lord will bring out of it; yet I believe the 

iſion ſhall not tarry, and that Chriſt is on his journey for my 

leliverance 3 he goeth not flowly, but paſſeth over ten moun- 

ains at one ſtride: in the mean time, I am pained with his 
ove, becauſe I want real poſſeſſion. When Chriſt cometh, he 
ſtayeth not long; but certainly the blowing of his breath upon 
a poor ſoul is heaven upon earth: and when the wind turneth 

Into the North, and he goeth away, I die, till the wind change 
into the Weſt, and he viſits his priſoner : but he holdeth me 
not often at his door. I am richly repaid for ſuffering for him. 

) if all Scotland were as I am, except my bonds] O what pain 
I have, becauſe I cannot get him praiſed by my ſufferings! O 
hat heaven, within and without, and the earth were paper, 
and all the rivers, fountains, and ſeas were ink, and I able to 
vrite all the paper within and without, full of his praiſes, aud 
love, and excellency, to be read by man and angel! Nay this 
Wis little; I Owe my heaven to Chriſt ; and to deſire, howheit I 
ſhould never enter in at the gates of the New Jeruſalem, to ſend 
my love and my praiſes over the wall to Chriſt. Alas, that time 
and days ly betwixt him and me, and adjourn our meeting! ic 
Is my part to cry, © O when will the night be paſt, and the dey 
dawn, that we ſhall ſee one another?“ Be pleaſed to remember 
my ſervice to my Lord, to whom I wrote ; and ſhew him that, 
for his affeCtion to me, I cannot but pray for him, and earneſt- 
IJ defire that Chriſt mifs him not out of the roll of thoſe wha 
are his witneſſes, now when his kingly honour is called in queſ- 
don; it is his honour to hold up Chriſt's royal train, and to be 
an inſtrument to hold the crown upon Chriſt's head. Shew 
bim, becauſe j love his true honour and ſtanding, that this is 
my earneſt deſire for him, Now I bleſs you; and the Im 
Oo 0 
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of Chriſt's priſoner come upon you; and his ſweeteſt preſence 
whom ye ſerve in the Spirit, accompany you, n 
Aberd. June 23. Yours at all obliged obedience 
| 1637. in Chrift, S. R 
eee ee. . . re e eee 
203. To Mr. JOHN ROW. 
Reverend and dear brother, _ | 
Received yours. I bleſs his high and great name, I !ike 
my ſweet Maſter ſtill the longer the better: a ſight of his 
croſs is more awſome than the weight of it. I think the work 
things of Chriſt, even his reproaches and his croſs, (when! 
look on theſe not with bleared eyes) far rather to be choſen, 
than the laughter and worm- eaten joys of my adverſaries. 0 
that they were as I am, except my bonds! My witneſs is abore, 
my miniſtry, next to Chriſt, is deareſt to me of any thing ; but 
I lay it down at Chriſt's feet, for his glory and his honour x 
ſupreme Taw-giver, which is dearer to me. My dear brother, 
if ye will receive the teſtimony of a poor priſoner of Chriſt, 
who dare not now diſſemble for the world, I believe certainh, 
and expect thanks from the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
for my poor baſtards (ſuch as they are) for his honourable cauſe 
whom I can never enough extol, for his running-over love to 
my ſad ſou}, fince I came hither. O that I could get him fe 
on high and praiſed | I ſeek no more, as the top and root d 
my deſires, but that Chriſt may make glory to himſelf, and e- 
dification to the weaker, out of my ſufferings. I deſire ye 
would help me both to pray and praiſe. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. July 8. f ours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, 8. N. 
e 
204: To the Lady CU LR O88. 
Madam, | 
| RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I am much refreſh: 
ah ed with your letter, now at length come to me. [ find 
my Lord Jefus cometh not in that preciſe way that I lay wat 
for him, he hath a gate of his own: O how bigh are his wars 
above my ways! I ſee but little of him; it is beſt not to ofer 
to learn him a leſſon, but to give him abſolutely his own will, 
in coming, going, ebbing, flowing, and in the manner of bv 
gracious working, I want nothing but a back-burden of Chrilt' 
love: I would go through hell, and the thick of the damuel 
devils, to have a hearty feaſt of Chriſt's love; for he hath fets 
teced me with his love, and run away, and left me a chained 
dan. Wo is me, that I was ſo looſe, raſh, vain, and grace- 
lets, in my unbelieving thoughts of Chriſt's love: but whit 
cal 
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an a ſoul under a nons entry (when my rights: were wadſet and 
oſt) do elſe, but make a falſe libel againit Chriſt's love ? I know 
ourfeif, madam, and many more, will be witneſſes againſt me, 
{I repent not of my unbeli:ft; tor I have been ſeeking the 
ope's wares; ſome hire of grace within myſelf. I have not 
earned, as I ſhould do, to put my ſtock, and all my treaſure, 
n Chriſt's hand; but I would have a ſtock of mine own; and 
re I was aware, I was taking hire to be the law's advocate, to 
eek juſtification by works. I forgot, that grace is the only 
arland that is worn in heaven, upon the heads of the glorified. 
and now, I half rejoice, that I have ſickneſs for Chriſt to 
york upon; fince I muſt have wounds, well's my foul, I have 
day's work tor my Phyſician Chriſt: I hope to giye Chriſthis 
wn calling, it ſetteth him full well io cure diſeaſes. My ebb- 
gs are very ow, and the ride is far out, when my Beloved 
veth away 3 and then I cry, Oh cruelty ! to put out-the poor 
han's one eye; and that that was my joy, next to Chriſts to 
reach my- Well-beloved : then. I make a noiſe about Chriſt's 
jouſe, looking uncouth-like in at his window, and caſting my 
dre and my deſires over the wall, til} God fend better. I am 
ten content, my bill ly in heaven, till the day of my depar- 
ure, providing 1 had aſſurance, that mercy ſhall be written on 
he back of it. I would not care for on-waiting; but when I 
raw in a tired arm, and an empty hand witha', it is much to 
ne to keep my thoughts in order: but I will not get a 
ate for Chriſt's love, when I have done all I can. I would 
ain yield to his ſtream, and row with Chriſt, and not againft 
im. But while I live, I fee that Chriſt's kingdom in me wil: 
ot be peaceable, ſo many thoughts in me riſe up againſt his 
onour and Eingly power. Surely, I have not expreſſed all his 
veet kindlneis co me: I ſpare to do it, leſt I be deemed to ſeek 
elf; but his breath hath ſmelled of the powder of the mer- 
ante, and of the king's ſpikenard. I think, I conceive new 
zoughts of heaven, becauſe the card and the map of heaven, 
Lt he letteth mg now ſee, is ſo fair, and ſo ſweet z I am ſure 

e are niggards, and ſparing bodies in ſeeking. I verily. judge, 
e Know not how much may be had in this- life; there is yet 
mething beyond all we ſee, that ſeeking won'd light upon. 
) that my love-ſickneſs would put me to a buſineſs, when all 
e world are {ound ſleeping, to cry and knock! but the truth 
„ fince | came hither, I have been wondering, that after my 
portunity to have my fill of Chriſt's love, 1 have not gotten 
al fig, but have come from him, crying, hunger, hunger. 
bk Chriſt letteth me ſee meat, in my extremity of hunger, 
ad giveth me none of it: when I am near the applc, he draw- 
n back his hand, and goeth away, to cauſe me follow; and 
dau Wien Jam within an armttength of the apple, he make: it 
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a new break to the gate, and I have him to ſeek of new; be 
ſeemeth not to pity my dwining and my ſwooning for his love 
I dare ſometimes put my hunger over to him to be judged, if] 
would not buy him with a thouſand years in the hotteſt furnace 
in hell, fo being I might enjoy him: but my hunger is fed with 
want and abſence ; I hunger and I have not; but my comfon 
is, to ly and wait on, and to put my poor foul and my fuffer. 
ings in Chriſt's hand: let him make any thing out of me, { 
being he be glorified in my ſalvation ; for I know I am made 
for him. O that my Lord may win his own graclous end in a 
me! I will not be at eaſe, whie I but ſtand fo tar aback : Or 
J were near him, and with him, that this poor foul might & 
ſatisfied: with bimfelf! Your ſon-in law, W. G. is now truy WP” 
honoured for his Lord and Maſter's cauſe ; when the Lord i . 
fanning Zion, it is a good token that he is a true branch of tn 
vine, that the Lord beginngth firſt to dreſs him; he is ſtrong 
in his Lord, as he hath written to me, and his wife is his en, 
courager, which ſhould make you rejoice. For your ſon, wht 
is your grief, your Lord waited on you and me, till we wer 
ripe, and brought us in, It is your part to pray, and wait u. 
pon him: when he is ripe, he will be ſpoken for, Who cu 
command our Lord's wind to blow? I know it fhall be you 
good in the latter end ; that is one of your waters to heaven, jt 
cotild not go about it; there are the fewer behind, I remen, 
ber you and him, and yours, as I am able : but, alas, Iam be 
lieved to be ſomething, and I am nothing but an empty reed! 
 waats are my beſt riches, becauſe I have theſe ſupplied by Chris. 
Remember my deareſt Joye to your brother ; 1 know he * 
eth with his harlot- mother for her apoſtaſy, I know allo, jt 
zre kind to my worthy Lady Kenmure, a woman beloved of the 
Jord, who hath been very mindful of my bonds; the Lon 
give her, and her child, to find mercy in the day of Chrilt 
Great men are dry and cold in doing for me; the tinkling d 
chains for Chriſt affrighteth them; but let my Lord break ul 
my idols, I will yet bleſs him, I amobliged ta my Lord Lom 
? with him mercy, Remember my bonds with praiſes, and ry 
for me, that my Lord may level the North, by my bonds aul 
ſufferings Grace be with you. HILL © hs. 
Aberdeen, July 9. Yours in his fect Lerd 
1037. | Fejus, 8. \ 
IP ODEO DAE NP rn 0 
205. To ALEXANDER GORDON of Kneckgroy 
Dear brother, | n 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Tbere is no queſt 
WF on but our mother-church hath a Father, and that r 
{}.a1} not dic without an heir, that her enemies (hall m— 
' 


— 
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mount Zion their heritage. We ſee, whitberſoever Zion's e- 
nemies go, ſuppoſe they dig many miles under the ground, yet 
our Lord findeth them out, and he hath vengeance laid up in 
fore tor them, and the poor and needy ſhall not always be for- 
gotten, Our hope was drooping and withering, and man was 
ſaying, What can God make out of the old dry bones of this 
buried kirk ? the prelates and their followers were a grave a- 
bove us; it is like our Lord is to open our graves, and purpoſ- 
eth to cauſe his two ſlain witneſſes riſe the third day, O how 
long wait I, to hear our weeping Lord Jeſus ſing again, and 
triumph, and rejoice, and divide the fpoil! I find it hard work 
to believe, when the courſe of providence goeth croſs-ways to 
our faith, and when miſted fouls in a dark night cannot know 
Eaſt by Weſt, and our fea-compals ſeemeth to fail us. Every 
nan is a believer in day-light ; a fair day ſeemeth to be made 
un of faith and hope. What a trial of gold is it, to ſmoke it a 
WT little above the fire! but to keep gold perfect yellow coloured 
WY amidſt the flames, and to be turned from veſſel to veſſel, and 
yet to cauſe our furnace found, and ſpeak, and cry the praiſes 
of the Lord, is another matter, I know my Lord made me not 
for fire, howbeit he hath fitted me in ſome meaſure for fire. I 
bleſs his high name, that I wax not paler, neither have I loſt 
the colour of gold, and that his fire hath made me ſomewhat 
thin, and that my Lord may pour me in any veſſel he pleaſeth: 
for a ſmall wager, I may juſtly quit my part of this world's laugh- 
ter, and give up with time, and caſt out with the pleaſures of 
this world. I know a man, who wondered to fee any in this 
lite laugh and ſport ; ſurely our Lord ſeeketh this of us, as to 
any rejoicing in preſent periſhing things, I lee above all things 
and that we may fit down, and fold legs and arms, and ſtretch 
ourſelves upon Chriſt, and laugh at the feathers that children 
are chacing here: for I think the men of this world like chil- 
dren in a dangerous ſtorm in the fea,, that play and make ſport 
with the white foam of the waves thereof, coming in to ſink 
and drown them; ſo are men making fools ſports with the 
white pleaſures of a ſtormy world, that will fink them. But, 
alas, what have we to do with their ſports that they make? If 
Solomon ſaid of laughter that it was madneſs, what may we ſay | 
of this world's laughing and ſporting themſelves with gold and 
klver, and honours, and court, and broad large conqueſts, but 
that they are, poor ſouls, in the heighth and rage of a fever gone 
mad ? then, a ſtraw, a fig for all created ſports and rejoicing out 
of Chriſt ; nay, I think, that this world at its prime and perfec- 
tion, when it is come to the top of its excellency, and to the 
bloom, might be bought with an halfpenny ; and that it would 
arce weigh the worth of a drink of water: there is nothing 
{ter than to eſteem it our crucified idol, that is dead and ſlain, 


a 
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as Paul did, Gal. vi. 14. Then let pleaſures be crucified, aud 
riches be crucified, and court and honour be cruciſied; and 
ſince the apoſtle ſaith, the world is crucified to him, we may 
put this world to the hang'd man's doom, and to the gallowsy 


and who will give much for a hang'd man? and as little ſhoud 


we give for a hang'd and crucified world; yet what a ſweet ſmell 
hath this dead carrion, to many fools in the world? and hoy 
many wooers and ſuiters findeth this hang'd carrion? fools are 
pulling it off the gallows, and contending for it. Of when ſhall 
we learn to be mortified men, and to have our fill of thoſe 
things, that have but their ſhort ſummer quarter of this life 
If we ſaw our Father's houſe, and that great and fair city, the 
New Jeruſalem, which is up above ſun and moon, we would 
cry to be over the water, and to be carried in Chriſt's arms out 
of this borrowed priſon. Grace, grace be with you, | 
Aberdeen, * {4 Yar! Tours in his faveet, Lord 
1636. | * 315. +500 Tours ol 
206. To the Laird of CARLETOUN, 
Worthy Sir, ce ee — 2 | * 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you : I received your let. 
ter, and am heartily glad that our Lord hath begun to 
work for the apparent delivery of this poor oppreſſed kirk-:'0 
that ſalvation would come for Zion] I am for the preſent hang- 
ing by hope, waiting what the Lord will do with me, and if it 
will pleaſe my ſweet Maſter to fend me amongſt you again, and 
keep out a hireling from my poor people and fl>ck : it were my 
heaven, till I come home, even to ſpend this life in gathering 
in ſome to Chriſt. I have ſtill great heavineſs for my ſilence, 


and my forced ſtanding idle in the market, when this land hath 


{uch a plentiful, thick harveſt ; but I know his judgments, who 
hath done it, paſt finding out: I have no knowiedye to take up 
the Lord, in ail his ſtrange ways and paſſages of deep and un- 
ſearchable providences; for the Lord is before me, and I am 
{o bemiſted, that I cannot follow him: he is behind me, 
and following at the heels, and I am not aware of him: 
he is above me, but his glory ſo dazzleth my twilight of ſhort 
knowledge, that I cannot look up to him ; he is upon my right 
hand, and J ſce him not: he is upon my left hand, and within 
me, and goeth and cometh, and his going and coming are 4 
dream to me: he is round about me, and compaſſeth all my 
goings, aud ſtill I have him to ſeek : he js every way higher, 


and deeper, and broader, than the ſhallow and ebb hand-breadth | 


of my thort and dim light can take up; and therefore 1 would 
my heart could be lent, and fit down i: the learnedly ignorant 
woudering at that Lord, whom nien and angels cannot cocker 

| heu 
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tend. 1 know the noon-day-light of the higheſt angels, who 
ee him face to face, ſeeth not the borders of his ingniteneſs : 
hey apprehend God near hand, but they cannot comprehend 
.n. And therefore it is my happineſs to look afar off, and to 
me near to the Lord's back parts, and to light my dark cand- 
eat his brightneſs, and to have leave to fit and content myſelf 
ith a traveller's light, without the clear viſion of an enjoyer. 
would ſeck no more, till I were in my country, but a little 
tering and ſprinkling of a withered ſoul, with ſome half- 
ut-breakings and half-out-lookings of the beams, and ſmall 
aviſhing {miles of the faireſt face of a revealed and believed on 
'0d-head : a little of God would make my ſoul bank-full. O 
hat I had but Chriſt's odd off fallings, that he would let but 
he meaneſt of his loye-rays and love- beams fall from him, ſo 
sI might gather and carry them with me! I would not be ill 
o pleaſe with Chriſt, and vailed*viſtons of Chriſt ; neither would 
be dainty in ſeeing and enjoying of him: a kiſs of Chrift 
lown over his ſhoulder, the parings and crumbs of glory that 
ll under his table in heaven, a ſhower like a thin May-miſt of 

is love would make me green, and ſappy, and joyful, till the 
ummer-ſun of an eternal glory break up. O that I had any 
bing of Chriſt ! O that I had a ſip, or half a drop, out of the 
ollow of Chriſt's hand, of the fweetneſs and excellency of 

hat lovely One! O that my Lord jeſus would rue upon me, 
nd give me but the meaneſt alms of felt and believed falvation ! 
) how little were it for that infinite Fountain of love and joy, 
o fill as many thoufand thouſand little veſſels the like of me, 
$ there are minutes of hours ſince the creation of God! I find 
true, that a poor foul finding half a ſmell of the God-head 
ff Chriſt, bath defires paining and wounding the poor heart 
o, with lovgings to be up at him, that make it ſometimes 
hink, were it not better never to have felt any thing of Chriſt, 
han thus to ly, dying twenty deaths, under theſe felt wounds, 
or the want of him! O where is he? O faireſt, where dwel- 
eſt thou ? O never-enough admired God-head, how can cla 

vin up to thee ? how can creatures of yeſterday be able to en- 
oy thee  O) what pain is it, that time and fin ſhould be as ſo 
ny thoutand miles berwixt a loved and longed-for Lord, and 
dwining and love-fick ſoul, who would rather than all the 


A orld have lodging with Chriſt ! O let this bit love of ours, 
bis inch and half-ſpan length of heavenly longing, meet with 
er, y infinite love! O if the little I have were ſwallowed up with 


he infiniteneſs of that excellency which is in Chriſt! O that 

ve little ones were in at the greateſt Lord Jeſus! Our wants 

ould foon be ſwallowed up with his fulnets. Grace, grace 

de with you, | | 

doerg. May 109. Yours in his feweet Lord 
1637. | Feſus, *. 
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2059. To ROBERT GORDON of Knaclbrex. 
Dear brother, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I received your le. 
ter from Edinburgh. I would not wiſh to ſee another 
heaven, while I get mine own heaven, but a new moon like 
the light of the ſun, and a new ſun like the light of ſeven gay 
ſhining upon my poor ſelf, and the church of Jews and Gentile, 
and upon my withered and ſun-burnt mother, the church d 
Scotland, and upon her ſiſter-churches of England and Ireland; 
and to have this done, to the ſetting on high our great King, 
it maketh not, howbeit I were ſeparate from Chriſt, and hal 
a ſenſe of ten thouſand years pain in hell, if this were. O bleſ. 
ſed nobility ! O glorious renowned gentry ! O bleſſed were tle 
tribes in this land, to wipe my Lord Jeſus' weeping face, and 
to take the ſackcloth off Chriſt's loins, and to put his kingly 
robes upon him! O if the Almighty would take no leſs wager 
of me, than my heaven, to have it done ! but my fears are (tl 
for wrath once upon Scotland : but I know her day ſhall clex 
up, and glory ſhall be upon the tops of the mountains, and joy 
at the noiſe of the married wife, once again. O that our Lor 
would make us to contend, and plead, and wreſtle by tears and 
prayers, for our Huſband's reſtoring of his forfeited heritage in 
Scotland! Dear brother, Iam for the preſent in no ſmall battle, 
betwixt felt guiltineſs, and pining longings and high fevers for 
my Well-beloved's love. Alas! I think Chriſt's love playeth 
the niggard to me, and I know it is not for ſcarcity of love, then 
8 enough in him: but my hunger propheſieth of in-holding 
and ſparingneſs in Chriſt ; for I have but little of him, and li- 
tle of his ſweetneſs; it is a dear ſummer with me: yet there 
ſuch joy, in the eagerneſs and working of hunger for Chriſ, 
that I am often at this, that if I had no other heaven, but! 
continual hunger for Chriſt, ſuch a heaven of ever-working 
hunger, were ſtill a heaven to me. I am ſure Chriſt's low: 
cannot be cruel; it muſt be a ruing, a pitiful, a melting 
hearted love: but ſuſpenſion of that love, I think it ball 
a hell, and the want of it more than a whole hell. When" 
look to my guiltineſs, I ſee my ſalvation one of our Saviouts 
greateſt miracles, either in heaven or earth; I am ſure, | 
may defy any man to ſhew me a greater wonder: but ſeeing! 
have no wares, no hire, no money for Chriſt, he muſt either 
take me with want, miſery, corruption, or then want me- 08: 
if he would be pleaſed to be compaſſionate and pitiful heart": 
to my pining fevers of longing for him; or then give me 1:1 
real pawn to keep, out of his own hand, till God ſend a mee. 
ing betwixt him and me!] but I find neither as yet: howbeit h. 


who is abſent be not eruel nor unkind, yet his abſence is oy n 
al 
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and unkind : his love is like itſelf; his love is his love: but the 
overing and the cloud, the vail and the maſk of his love, is 
ore wiſe than kind, if I durſt ſpeak my apprehenſions. I lead 
o proceſs now againſt the ſuſpenſion and delay of God's love: 
| would with all my heart friſt till a day ten heavens, and the 
ſweet manifeſtations of his love, Certainly I think, I could 
vive Chriſt much on his word: but my whole pleading is about 
intimated and born-in aſſurance of his love. O! if he would 
perſuade me of my heart's defire of his love at all, he ſhould 
have the term day of payment at his own carving. But I know, 
ring unbelief ſpeaketh its pleafure, while it looketh upon 
guiltineſs and this body of corruption. O how lothſome and 
burdenſome is it to carry about a dead corpse, this old carrion of 
orruption 1! O how ſteadable a thing is a Saviour, to make a 
finer rid of his chains and fetters! I have now made a new 
queſtion, whether Chriſt be more to be loved for giving fancti- 
fication, or for free juſtification ? And I hold he is more and 
oſt to be loved for ſanctification: it is in ſome reſpe& greater 
ove in him, to ſanctify than to juſtify ; for he maketh us moſt 
ike himſelf, in his own effential portraiture and image, in ſanc- 
ifying us: juſtification doth but make us happy, which is to 
de like the angels only: neither is it ſuch a miſery, to ly a con- 
demned man, and under unforgiven guiltineſs, as to ſerve fin, 
and work the works of the devil, and therefore, I think, ſanc- 
tification cannot be bought, it is above price. God be thank- 
for ever, that Chriſt was a told-down price for ſanCtification, 
et a ſinner (if poſſible) ly in hell for ever, if he make him tru- 
ly holy, and let him ly there burning in love to God, rejoicing 
in the Holy Ghoſt, hanging upon Chriſt by faith and hope; 
that is in heaven in the heart and bottom of hell. Alas! I find 
a very thin harveſt here, and few to be ſaved. Grace, grace 
de with you. | | | 


Aterd. 1637. Yours in his lovely and longed for 


Lord Jeſus, S. R- 
PFE KH ͤ . ˙ AA NE 
208. To my Lord CRAIGH ALL. 

My Lord, nn 
Perluade myſelf, notwithſtanding the greatneſs of this 
temptation, ye will not let Chriſt want a witneſs of you, to 
ow him before this evil generation. And if ye adviſe with 
Coc's truth, (the perfect teſtament of Chriſt, that forbiddeth 
al men's additions to his worſhip). and with the truly learn- 
ed, and with all the ſanctified in this land, and with that warn- 
7 Within you, (that will not fail to ſpeak againſt you, in God's 
name, if ye be not now faſt and fixed for Chriſt) I hope then, 
Jour Lordſhip will ae quit yourfelf as a man of courage for Chriſt, 
| Pp and 
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and refuſe to bow your knee ſuperſtitiouſly and idolatrouſſy to 
wood or ſtone, or any creature whatſoever. I perſuade myſelf 
when ye ſhall take good night at this world, ye ſhall think; 
God's truth I now write. Some fear your Lordſhip have ob. 
liged yourſelf to his majeſty by promiſe to ſatisfy his defire, 1 
it be ſo, my dear and worthy Lord, hear me for your ſoul's good, 
Think upon ſwimming aſhore after this ſhipwreck, and be pleat. 
ed to write your humble apology to his majeſty ; it may be Gol 
give you favour in his eyes. However it be, far be it from yoy 
to think, a promiſe made out of weakneſs, and extorted by the 
terror of a king, ſhould bind you to wrong your Lord Jeſus 
But for myſelf, I give no faith to that report, but 1 believe he 
mall prove faſt to Chriſt ; to his grace I recommend you. 
Aberd. July 8. Your Lordſbip's at all obedience 
1637. in Chriſt, S. R 


nnn 


209. To my Lord C RAIGH ALL. 
My Lord, 5 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I am not only con- 

tent, but I exeeedingly rejoice, that I find any of the 
rulers of this land, and eſpecially your Lordſhip, ſo to affet 
Chriſt and his truth, as ye dare, for his'name, come to yea and 
nay with monarchs in their face. I hope, he who hath enzbled 
you for that, will give more, if ye ſhew yourſelf couragious 
and (as his word fpeaketh) a man in the ftreets for the Lord: 
but I pray your Lordſhip, give me leave to be plain with you, 


* 


as one ho hath loved both your honour and your foul. I w- 


rily believe, there was never idolatry at Rome, never idolatry 
condemned in God's word by the prophets, if religious kneeling 
before a conſecrate creature, ſtanding in room of Chriſt crucy 
fied, in that very act, and that for reverence of the elements 
(as our act cleareth) be not idolatry. Neither will your intent! 
on help, which is not of the eſſence of worſhip ; for then Au. 
on, ſaying, To morrow ſhall be a feaſt for Jehovah, that i 
for the golden calf, ſhould not have been guilty of idolatry ; fo 
he intended only to decline the laſh of the peoples fury, not tt 
honour the calf. - Your intention to honour Chriſt is nothing, 
ſeeing religious kneeling by God's inſtitution doth neceſſarily iu 
port religious and divine adoration, ſuppoſe our intention ver 


both dead and ſleeping; otherwiſe kneeling before the imagt 


of God, directing prayer to God, were lawful, if our intentiol 
go right. My Lord, I cannot in this bounds diſpute 3 but 
Cambridge and Oxford, and the learning of Britain, will a. 
ſwer this argument, and the argument from active {canda 
which your Lordſhip ſeemeth to ſtand upon, I will turn a fol- 


raaliſt, and call myfelf an arrant fool, by doing what 172 
5 * | ONGC 
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gone, in my ſuffering for this truth. I do much reverence Mr. 
Ls learning; but, my Lord, I will anſwer what he writes in 
that, to pervert you from the truth; elſe repute me, beſide, an 
hypocrite, an aſs alſo: J hope ye ſhall ſee ſome : hing upon that 
ſubject, if the Lord permit, that no ſophiſtry in, Britain ſhall 
anſwer. Courtiers arguments for the moſt part, are drawn 
from their own ſkin, and are not worth a ſtraw for your conſci- 
ence: a marquis or a king's word, when ye ſtand before Chriſt's 
tribunal ſhall be lighter than the wind. The Lord knoweth, I 
love your true honour, and the ſtanding of your houſe; but I 
would not, your honour or houſe were eſtabliſhed upon ſand, 
and hay, and ſtubble. But let me, .my very dear and worthy 
Lord, moſt humbly beſeech you, by the mercies of God, by 
the conſolations of his Spirit, by the dear blood and wounds of 
our lovely Redeemer, by the falvation of your foul, by your 
compearance before the awful face of a fin-revenging and dread- 
ful Judge, not to ſet in compariſon together your ſoul's peace, 
Chriſt's love, and his kingly honour, now called in queſtion, 
with your place, honour, houſe or eaſe, that an inch of time 
will make out of the way. I verily believe, Chriſt is now beg- 
ging a teſtimony of you; and is ſaying, And will ye alſo leave 
me? It is pofſible, the wind ſhall not blow ſo fair for you all 
your life, for coming out and appearing before others, to back 
and countenance Chriſt, the faireſt among the ſons of men, the 
prince of the kings of the earth, Iſa. li. 7. Fear not the reproach- 
1 men, neither be afraid of their revilings. verſe 8. For the 
moth ſhall eat them up like a garment, and the worm ſhall eat them 
lite zvool, When the Lord ſhall begin, he ſhall make an end, 
and mow down his adverſaries: and they ſhall ly before him 
lice withered hay, and their bloom ſhaken off them. Conſider 
how many thouſands in this kingdom ye ſhall cauſe to fall and 
ſtumble, if ye-go with them; and that ye ſhall be out of the 
prayers of many who do ſtand before the Lord for you and your 
houſe : and further, when the time of your accounts cometh, 
and your one foot ſhall be within the border of eternity, and 
the eye- rings thall break, and the face wax pale, and the poor 
foul ſhall look out at the windows of the houſe of clay, longing 
to be out, and ye ſhall find yourſelf arraigned before the Judge 
of quick and dead, to anſwer for your putting to your hand 
vith the reſt, confederate againſt Chriſt, to the overturning of 
his ark, and the looſing of the pins of Chriſt's rabernacle in this 
and, and ſhall certainly ſee yourſelf mired in a courſe of apoi- 
tacy; then, then a kings favour and your worm-eaten honour 
ſhall be miſerable comforters to you. The Lord hath enlighten 
ed you with the knowledge of his will: and, as the Lord liverh, 
tney lead you and others to a communion with Great Babel, the 
mother of fornications z and God ſaid of old, and continueth to 
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fay the ſame to you, Come out of her my people, leſt ye he gu, 
takers of her plagues, Will ye then go with them, and ſet w 
your lip to the whore's golden cup, and drink of the vine 0 
the wrath of God Almighty with them ? O poor hungry bono 
O curſed pleaſure } and O damnable eaſe, bought with the lch 
of God! how many mall pray for you what a ſweet preſent 
ſhall ye find of Chriſt under your ſufferiggs, if ye ſhall lay dow 
your honours and place at the fees of Chriſt | what fair recon. 
pence of reward I avouch before the Lord, that I am nos 
ſhewing you a way, how the houfe of Craighall may fiand a 
= pillars ; if ye will ſet it an ratten pillars, ye cruelly 
our poſterity ; ye have the word of a king for an hundred-fold 
more in this life (if it be good for you) and for life everlaſting 
alſo. Make not Chriſt a liar, in diſtruſting bis promiſe, King 
of clay cannot back you when you ſtand before him; a ſtray 
for them and their hungry heaven, that ſtandeth on this fide of 
time; a fig for their days-ſmile of a worm, Confider who hae 
gone before you to eternity, and wauld have given a world far 
a new occaſion of ayouching that truth: it is true, they cal 
it not ſubſtantial, and we are made a ſcorn to: thoſe that arex 
cafe, for ſuffering theſe things for it; but it is not time to judge 
of our lofles by the morning; ſtay till the evening, and we tal 
count with the beſt of them. I have found by experience, ſine: 
the :ime of my impriſonment (my witneſs is above) Chriſt ſeal. 
ing this honourable cauſe with another, and @ nearer fellow{ky 
than ever I knew before; and {et God weigh me in an even bal- 
ance in this, if I would exchange the croſs of Chrift, or bi 
truth, with the fourteen prelacies, or what elſe a king can give 
My dear Lord, venture to take the wind on your face for Chrilt 
believe, if he ſhould come from heaven in his own. perſon, 
and ſeek the charters of Craighall fram you, and a diſmiſhon 
of your place, and ye ſaw his face, ye would fall down at bi 
feet, and fay, Lord Jeſus, it is too little for thee. If any man 
think it not a truth to die for, I am againſt him; I dare got! 
eternity with it, that this day the honour of our royal Law-giv 
er and King, in the government of his own free kingdom (who 
ſhould pay tribute to no dying king) is the true ſtate of tht 
queſtion. My Lord, be ye vpon Chrilt's fide of it, and tate 
the word of a poor priſoner, «nay, the Lord Jeſus be Surety fo 
it, ye have incomparably made the wifeſt choice: for my on 
part, I have been in this priſon, that I would be half aſhamed 
to ſeek more till I be up at the Well-head, Few know in fs 
world the ſweetnefs of Chriſt's breath, the excellency of l 
tove, which hath neither brim nor bottom: the world hath rail 
rd a flander upon the croſs of Chriſt, becauſe they love to g0 0 
h -aven by dry-land, and love not fea-ſtorms ; but I write it ur. 
aer my hand, (aud would ſoy mare, if poſibly a reader von, 


not 
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ot deem it Abe iſy) my obligation to Chriſt for the ſmell of 
1 or his love kiftes, theſe thirty weeks, ſtandeth 
o great, that I ſhould, and defire alſoto chooſe to ſuſpend 
lation, to have many tongues lapſed in my behalf to praj 
im ; and ſuppoſe in perſou I never entered within the gates of 
be New Jeruſalem, yet ſo being Chriſt may be ſet on high, and 
had the liberty to caſt in love and prailcs for ever oyer the wall 
) Chriſt, I would be ſilent and content, But O he is more 
than my narrow praiſes ! O time, time, flee ſwiftly, that our 
ommunion with Jeſus may be perfected! I with your Lordſhip 
could urge Mr. L. to give his mind in the ceremonies, and be 
pleaſed to let me ſee it as quickly as can be, and it ſhall he an- 
wered, To his rich grace I recommend your Lordſhip, and 


hall remain, f 


a Aterd. July 3. Tours at all reſpectius obedience 
| 1637. | * "p& ; in Chriſt, 8. R. 


210, To the Lady CULROSS, 

Madam, Wo 

OUR letter came in due time to me, now a priſoner of 
Chriſt, and in bonds for the goſpel. I am ſentenced 

with depriyation, and confinement within the town of Aber- 

deen; but, oh, my guiltineſs, the follies of my youth, the ne- 


eee in my calling, and eſpecially in not ſpeaking more for 
„de kingdom, crown and ſceptre of my royal and princely King 
is WY jeſus, do ſo ſtare me in the face, that nd anger in 
e chat which is a crown of rejoicing to the dear ſaints of God | 
. bis, before my compearance (which was three ſeveral days) 
did trouble me, and burdeneth me more now; howbeit Chriſt, 
on WY and, in him, God reconciled, met me with open arms, and tryſ- 


ted me, preciſely at the entry of the door of the Chancellor's 
hall, and aſſiſted me to anſwer fo, as the advantage that is, is 
not theirs, but Chriſt's, Alas! that is no caufe of wondering, 
that I am thus borne down with challenges ; for the world hath 
miſtaken me, and no man knaweth what guiltineſs is in me, ſo 
yell as theſe twa (who keep my eyes now walking, and my 
ke WY heart heavy) I mean, my heart and conſcience, and my Lord, 
for who is greater than my heart. Shew your brother, that 1 de- 
lire him, while he is on the watch-tower, to plead with his 
mother, and to plead with this land, and ſpare not to cry, for 
my ſweet Lord Jeſus his fair crown, that the interdicted and 
forbidden lords are plucking off his royal head. It I were free 
of challenges and a high commiſſion within my ſoul, I would 


not give a ſtraw to go to my Father's houſe, through ten deaths, 
bar the truth and cauſe of my lovely, lovely One Jeſus ! dat l 
| wa 
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'walk in heavineſs now. If ye love me, and Chriſt in me, g 
dear Lady, pray, pray for this only, that by-gones betwint 
Lord and me may be bygones; and that he would paſs jg 
the ſummons of high commiſſion, and ſeek nothing from 
but what he will do for me. If your Ladyſhip knew me, 3 
do myſelf, ye would ſay, Poor ſoul, no marvel. It is not 
apprehenſion that createth this croſs to me; it is too real, af 
hath fad and certain grounds. But Iwill not believe that 6g 
will take this advantage of me, when my back is at the wall: 
who forbiddeth to add affliction to affliction, will he do it hin 
ſelf ? why ſhould he purſue a dry leaf and ſtubble ?_Defire ki 
to ſpare me now. Alſo the memory of the fair feaſt- days thh 
Chriſt and I had in his banqueting-houſe of wine, and the {4 
tered flock, once committed to me, and now taken off my hu 
by himſelf, becauſe I was not fo faithful in the end, as I wat! 
Hirſt two years of my entry, when ſleep departed from my eg 
becauſe my ſoul was taken up with a care for Chriſt's lambs, 
ven theſe add forrow to my ſorrow. Now my Lord hath a 
given me this to ſay, and I write it under mine own hand, f 
ye the Lord's ſervant's witneſs) welcome, welcome, ſweet, {ny 
croſs of Chriſt ; welcome, fajr, fair, lovely, royal King, wit 
thine own croſs; let us all three go to heaven together, Na 
ther care l much to go from the South of Scotland to the Not 
and to be Chriſt's prifoner amongſt uncouth faces; a placed 
this kingdom, which I have little reaſon to be in love with, | 
know, Chriſt ſhall make Aberdeen my garden of delights, | 
am fully perſuaded that Scotland ſhall eat Ezekiel's book, thi 
is written within and without, Lamentation, and mournit 
and woe, Ezek. ij. 10. but the ſaints ſhall ger a drink of ti 
well, that goeth through the ſtreets of the new Jeruſalem, | 
put it down. Thus hoping ye will think upon the poor pri 
er of Chriſt, I pray, Grace, grace be with you. 
Edin. July 30. Wr Lan, in his fuel 
1636. | | Lord Feſus, 8. 
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211. To ALEXANDER GORDON. of Earlſtaun. 


Much honoured Sir, 

Find ſmall hopes of Q's buſineſs. I intend after the can 
1 cil day to go on to Aberdeen; the Lord is with me, In 
not what man can do. I burden no man, and I want nothin} 
no king is better provided than I am : ſweet, ſweet and eil 
the croſs of my Lord; all men I look in the face (of whatlo® 
rank, nobles and poor, acquaintance and ſtrangers) are frien 
to me. My Well-beloved is ſome kinder and more warmly tha 


ordinary, and cometh and viliteth my foul: my chains my 
15 y 


Jed with gold. Only the remembrance of my fair days with 
iſt in Anwoth, and of my dear flock (whoſe caſe is my heart's 
rrow) is vinegar to my ſugared wine; yet both ſweet and four 
ed my ſoul. No pen, no words, no engine can expreſs to you 
e lovelineſs of my only, only Lord Jeſus. Thus in haſte, 
king for my palace at Aberdeen, I bleſs you, your wife, your 
Jeſt ſon and other children. Grace, grace be with you. 
Edin. Sept 5- Yours in his only, only Lord 
1630. 22 Jeſus, 8. R. 
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212. To ROBERT GORDON of Knockbrex. 


My deareſt brother, | $4 
* See Chriſt thir:keth ſhame (if I may ſpeak ſo) to be in ſuch 
a poor man's common as mine. I burden no man; I want 
othing; no face hath gloomed upon me ſince I left you: God's 
n and fair weather conveyeth me to my time-patadiſe in Aber- 
zen: Chriſt hath ſo handſomely fitted for my ſhoulders this 
ugh tree of the croſs, as that it hurteth me no ways. My 
ealure is up in Chriſt's coffers z my comforts are greater than 
e can believe; my pen ſhall ly, for penury of words to write 
them. God knoweth I am filled with the joy of the Holy 
hoſt, Only the memory of you, my deareſt in the Lord, my 
ock and others, keepeth me under, and from being exalted a- 
we meaſure: Chriſt's ſweet ſauce hath this ſour mixed with it; 
ut O ſuch a ſweet and pleaſant taſte! I find ſmall hopes of 
Ys matter. Thus in hatte. Remember me to your wife, and 
> William Gordon. Grace be with you. EW ety 
Edin. Sept. 5. | ours in his only, only Lord 
1636. 75 Jeſus, S. R 
rr 
1% my Lord OWD ON. 
Right honourable and my very worthy Lord, MLA 
| RACE, mercy and peace be to you: hearing of your Lord- 
thip's zeal and courage for Chriſt our Lord, in owning his 
lonourable cauſe, I am bold (and I plead-pardon for it) to ſpeak 
n paper by a line or two to your Lordſhip, (fince I have not ac- 
cls any other way) beſeeching your Lprdfhip, by the mercies of 
0d, and by the everlaſting peace of your ſoul, and by the tears 
nd prayers of our mother church, to go on as ye have worthil 
gun, in purging the Lord's houſe in this land, and plucking 
own the ſticks of Antichriſt's filthy neſt, this wretched prela- 
„ and that black kingdom, whoſe wicked aims have ever been, 
nd ſtill are to make this fat world the only compaſs they would 
ave Chriſt and religion to ſail by; and to mount up the man of 
u, their god-father the pope of Rome, upon the higheſt air 
ET of 
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of Chriſt's throne, and to make a velvet-church, (in regard of 
parliament grandeur and worldly pomp, whereof always ther 
ſtinking breath ſmelleth) and put Chriſt and truth in fackeg 
and priſon; and to eat the bread of adverſity, and drink dhe 
water of affliction: half an eye of any, not miſted with the gg, 
neſs of Antichriſtian ſmoke, may ſee it thus in this land; and. 
now our Lord hath begun to awaken the nobles and others, j 
plead for borne-down Chriſt, and his weeping goſpel. My der 
and noble Lord, the eye of Chriſt is upon you; the eyes of m. 
ny noble, many holy, many learned and worthy ones, in oy 

| neighbour churches, are about upon you. This poor church, 
= your mother and Chriſt's ſpouſe, is holding up her hands a 
1 heart to God for you, and doth beſeech you with tears, to plea] 
for her Hufband, his kingly ſceptre, and for the liberties thy 

her Lord and King hath given to her, as to a free kingdom, tha 

oweth ſpiritual tribute tonone on earth, as being the free - born pri. 

ceſs and daughter tothe King of kings. This is a cauſe that before 

God, his angels, the world, before fun and moon, needeth no 

to bluſh. O what glory and true honour is it, to lend Chrif 

r hand and fervice, and to be amongſt the repairers of tht 

breaches of Zion's walls, and to help to build the old waſte pl. 

ces, and ftretch forth the curtains, and ſtrengthen the ſtakes d 

Chriſt's tent in this land O bleſſed are they, who, when Chil 

is driven away, will bring him back again, and lend him loc. 

ing! and bt are ye of the Lord! your name and honour ſuil 
never rot nor wither in heaven (at leaft) if ye deliver the Lord: 
ſheep, that have been fcattered in the dark and cloudy day, ot 
of the hands of L. lords and hirelings, who with rigour an 
cruelty have caufed them to eat the paſtures trodden upon vith 
their fonl feet, and to drink muddy water, and who have ſpun 
ent ſuch a world of yards of indifferencies in God's worſhip, to 
make and weave a web for the Antichriſt, (that ſhall not kee 
any from the cold) as they mind nothing elſe, but that by tat 
bringing in of the pope's foul tail firſt upon us, (their wretchel 
and beggarly ceremonies) that they may thruſt in after them An 
tichriſt's legs and thighs, and his belly, head and ſhoulders 
and then cry down Chriſt and the goſpel, and up the merchat 
diſe and wares of the great whore. Fear not, my worthy Lord 
to give yourſelf, and all ye have, out for Chriſt and his goſpel: 
no man dare ſay, whoever did thus hazard for Chriſt, thit 
Chriſt paid him not hundred-fold in this life, duly, and in tht 
life to come, life everlaſting. This is his own truth ye now plea 
for; for God and man cannot but commend you, to beg juſtice 
froma juſt prince for oppreſſed Chriſt ; and to plead that Chriſt, 
who is the king's Lord, may be heard in a free court to ſpeak 


for himlelf, when the ſtanding and eſtabliſhed laws of our 
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n can ſtrongly plead for Chriſt's crown in the pulpits, and his 
fir, as Law-giver in the free government of his own houſe 7 
t Chriſt ſhall never be content and pleaſed with this land, nei- 
er ſhall his hot fiery indignation be turned away, fo long as 
e prelate (the man that lay in Antichriſt's foul womb, and the 
intichriſt's Lord bailiff) ſhall fit Lord carver, in the Lord Je- 
is his courts: the prelate is both the egg and the neſt to cleck 
nd bring forth popery : plead therefore in Chriit's behalf, for 
e plucking down of the neſt, and cruſhing of the egg; and 
t Chriſt's kingly office ſuffer no more unworthy indignities. 
te valiant for your royal King Jeſus; contend for him: your 
lyerfaries ſhall be moth-eaten worms, and ſhall die as men. 
hriſt and his honour now lieth upon your ſhoulders, let him 
ot fall to the ground; caſt your eye upon him, who is quickly 
oming to decide all the controverſies in Zion; and remember, 
he fand in your night-glaſs will run out; time with wings will 
ee awayz eternity is hard upon you; and what will Chriſt's 
ve-ſmiles, and the light of his lovely and ſoul-delighting coun- 
enance be to you, in that day, when God ſhall take up in his 
ight-hand this little lodge of heaven, (like as a ſhepherd lifteth 
Ip his little tent) and fold together the two leaves of this tent, 
nd put the earth and all the pleniſhing of it into a fire, and turn 
his clay-idol, the god of Adam's ſons, into ſmoke and white 
ſhes! O what hire, and how many worlds would many then 
ive, to have a favourable decreet of the Judge? or what moneys 
yould they not give, to buy a mountain, to be a grave above 
oth ſoul and body, to hide them from the aweſome looks of an 
ngry Lord and judge? I hope, your Lordſhip thinketh upon 
his, and that ye mind loyalty to Chriſt, and to the king both. 
Wow the very God of peace, the only wiſe God, eſtablith and 
rengthen you upon the Rock laid in Zion. 

Aberd. Fan. 4. Your Lordjhip's at all obedience 
1636. | in Chrifl, S. R. 
Hit top t+++p+p +++ 

214. To a Chriſtian Gentlewoman. 
Milreſs, : | | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Though not ac- 
IF quainted, yet at the defire of a Chriſtian brother, 1 
wught gaod to write a line unto you, intreating you in the 


ht ord Jelus, under your trials, to keep an ear open to Chriſt, 
„ ho can ſpeak for himſelf, howbeit your viſitations, and your 
7 


don ſenſe, thould dream hard things of his love and favour. 
dor Lord never getteth fo kind a look of us, nor our love in 
uch a degree, nor our faith in ſuch a meaſure obgtedfaſtnels, 
de getteth out of the furnace of our tempting fears and ſharp 


tals, ] verily believe (and too 1ad proofs in me ſay n0 leſs) that 
Wq .. 1 


ice 
ilt, 
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if our Lord would grind our whoriſh luſt in powder, the ver 
old aſhes of our corruption ſhould take life again, and live, and 
hold us under fo much bondage, that may humble us, and make 
us fad, till we be in that country where we ſhall need no phyſic 
at all. O what violent means doth our Lord uſe to gain us 
him, as if indeed we were a prize worthy his fighting for | An 
be ſure, if leading would do the turn, he would not uſe pulling 
off the hair and drawing : but the beſt of us will abide a ſtrong 
pull of our Lord's right arm, ere we follow him. Yet 1 (ay ng 
this, as if our Lord always meaſured afflictions by ſo many ounce 
weights, anſwerable tothe grain weights of our guiltinefs: I knoy 
he doth in many (and poflibly in you) ſeek nothing ſo muchas faith, 
that can endure ſummer and winter in their extremity. O hoy 
precious to the Lord is faith and love, that when threſhed, beat. 
en, and chaſed away, and boaſted (as it were) by God himſel, 
doth yet look warm-lite, love- like, kind-like, and life-like home 
over to Chriſt, and would be in at him, ill and well as it may 
be! Think not much, that your huſband, or the neareſt to you 
in the world, proveth to have the bowels and mercy of the of. 
trich, hard and rigorous and cruel : For Pſalm xxvii. 10. the 
Lord taketh up ſuch fallen ones as theſe. I could not wih: 
more fweet life, nor more ſatisfying expreſſions of kindneſs, til 
I be up at that Prince of kindneſs, than the Lord's ſaints find, 
when the Lord taketh up men's refuſe, and lodgeth this world 
outlaws, whom no man ſeeketh after. His breath is never 6 
hot, his love caſteth never ſuch a flame, as when this world 
and thoſe who fhonld be the helpers of our joy, caſt water of 
our coal. It is a ſweet thing to ſee them caſt out, and God 
take in; and to ſee them throw ns away, as the refuſe of men, 
and God take vs up as his jewels and his treafure. Often h 
maketh gold of droſs, as once he made the caſt-away ſtone, the 
Stone rejected by the builders, the TTead of the corner. The princes 
of this world would not have onr Lord Jeſus a pinning in the 
wall, or to have any place in the building: but the Lord made 
him the Maſter-ſtone of power and place. God be thanked 
that this world hath not power to cry us down fo many pound: 
as rulers cry down light gold, or light ſilver ; we ſhall ſtand fot 
as much as our Maſter-coiner Chriſt, whoſe coin, arms, an 
ſtamp we bear, will have us: Chriſt hath no miſcarrying be 
laace. Thank your Lord, who chaſeth your love through tv 
kingdoms, and followeth you and it over fea, to have you fol 
himſelf, as he ſpeaketh, Hol. iii. For God layeth up his faint 
as the wail and choice of all the world, for himſelf ; and ths! 
| ce Chriſt and his love. O what, in heaven or out of heaven 
i; comparable to the ſmell of Chriſt's garments! Nay,- ſup 
poſe ouc Lord would manifeſt his art, and make ten W 

heare 


heavens of good and glorious things, and of new joys, deviſed 
out of the deep of infinite Wiſdom, he could not make the like 
of Chriſt; for Chriſt is God, and God cannot be made: and 
therefore let us hold us with Chriſt, howbeit we might have our 
wail and will of an hoſt of lovers, as many as three heavens 
could contain: O that he and we were together! O] when 


$M Chriſt and ye ſhall meet about the utmoſt march and borders of 
line, and the entry into eternity, ye ſhall ſee heaven in his 
i face at the firſt look, and ſalvation and glory ſitting in his coun- 
© WM tcnance, and betwixt his eyes. Faint not; the miles to heaven 
W 


are but few and ſhort 3 he is making a grꝛen bed (as the word 
ſpeaketh, Cant i.) of love, for you: there are many heads ly- 
ing in Chriſt's boſom, but there is room for yours among the 
rell: and therefore go on, and let hope go before you. Sin 
not in your trials, and the victory is yours. Pray, wreſtle and 
believe, and ye ſhall overcome and prevail with God, as Jacob 
did : no windleſtraws, no bits of clay, no temptations, which are 
of no longer life than an hour, will then be able to withſtand 
you, when once ye have prevailed with God. Help me with 
your prayers, that 1t would pleaſe the Lord to give me houſe- 
room again, to ſpeak of his righteouſneſs in the great congre- 
pation, if it may ſeem good in his aht. Grace, grace be with 
Jou. . | 
Herd. July 6. Teurs in his ſaueet 
1637. Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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SECOND PART 


Some LETTERS of the ſame Author, from Ay. 
worn, before his Confinement at ABrRDE EN, 
and others from St. ANDREWs, LONDON, &c, 
after his Enhargement. 
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1. To the Viſcounteſs f KEN MU RE. 
Madam, | 


LL dutiful obedience in the Lord remembered: I hav 
heard of your Ladyſhip's infirmity and ſickneſs, with 
g:iet; ye. I truſt ye have learned to ſay, I is the Lord, let hi 
dle wwhatfcever ſeemeth gocd in his eyes. It is now many years find 
the apoſtate angels made a queſtion, whether their will or tht 
will of their Creator ſhould be done; and fince that time, fr 
ward mankind hath always in that fame ſuit of law compearet 
to plead with them againſt God, in daily repining againlt h 
will: but the Lord, being both party and judge, hath obtaine 
a decreet, and faith, Iſa. xlvi. 10. My counſel ſhall ſtand, ani 
euill do all ny pleaſure. It is then beſt for us, in the obedient 
of faith, and in an holy ſubmiſſion, to give that to God, whicl 
the law of his Almighty and juſt power will have of us Then 
fore, Madam, your Lord willeth you in all ſtares of life, to la 
2 will be done in earth as it is in heaven : and herein ſhall 
have comfort, that he who ſeeth perfectly through all yours 
vils, and knoweth the frame and conſtitution of your natur 
and what 1s moſt hcalthful for your ſoul, holdeth every cup 
a] &tion to your head, with his own gracious hand. Never b. 


lieve, that your tender-hearted Saviour, who knoweth ti 


ſtrength of your ſtomach will mix that cup with one dra 
weight of poiſon, Drink then the patience of the ſaints; ® 
the God of patience bleſs your phyſic. I have heard your 
&;:ip complain of deadneſs, and want of the beſtirring po 
&* the life of God; but courage; he who walked in the garde 
and ica.ec a noiſe, that made Adam hear his voice, will 2 
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ſometimes walk in your ſoul, and make you hear a more ſweet 
word: yet ye will not always hear the noiſe and din of his feet, 
when he walketh. Ye are at ſuch a time like Jacob moyrning 
at the ſuppoſed death of Joſeph, when Joſeph was living. The 
new creature, the image of the ſecond Adam, is living in you; 
and yet ye are mourning at the ſuppoſed death of the life of 


Chriſt in you. Ephraim is bemoaning and mourning, Jer. xxxi. 


19. when he thinketh God is far off and heareth not; and yet 


God is like the Bridegroom, Cant, ii, ſtanding only behind a 
thin wall, and laying to his ear; for he ſaith himſelf, ver. 18. 
1 have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf. I have good con- 
WW fence, Madam, that Chriſt Jeſus, whom your ſoul through 
WT foreſts and mountains is ſeeking, is within you: and yet I ſpeak 


not this, to lay a pillow under your head, or to difluade you 


from an holy fear of the loſs of your Chriſt, or of proyoking 
and ſtirring up of the Beloved before he pleaſe, by ſin. I know 
in ſpiritual confidence, the devil will come in, as in all other 
good works, and cry, half mine; and ſo endeavour to brin 

you under a fearful ſleep, till he whom your ſoul loveth be de- 
parted from the door, and have left off knocking ; and there- 
tore, here the Spirit of God muſt hold your ſoul's feet in the 
golden mid-line, betwixt the confident reſting in the arms of 
Chriſt, and preſumptuous and drouſy ſleeping. in the bed of 
fleſhly ſecurity. Therefore, worthy Lady, ſo count little of 
yourſelf, becauſe of your own wretchedneſs and ſinful drouſi- 
neſs, that ye count not alſo little of God in the courſe of his 
unchangeable mercy : for there be many Chriſtians, moiſt like 
unto young ſailors, who think the fhore and the whole land 
doth move, when the ſhip and they themſelves are moved; juſt 
lo, not a few do imagine that God moveth, and faileth, and 
changeth places, becauſe their giddy ſouls are under fail, and 
ſubject to alteration, to ebbing and flowing; but the foundation 
of the Lord abideth ſure. God knoweth, that ye are his own: 
vreſtle, fight, go forward, watch, fear, believe, pray; and 
then ye have all the infallible ſymptoms of one of the elect of 
Chriſt within you. Ye have now, Madam, a fickneſs before 
vou; and alſo after that, a death: gather then now food for 
the journey. God give you eyes to ſee through ſickneſs and 
death, and to ſee ſomething beyond death. I doubt not, but 
if hell were betwixt you and Chrit, as a river which ye be- 
bored to croſs, ere ye could come at him, but ye would wil- 
lingly put in your foot, and make through, to be at him, upon 
ope that he would come in himſelf in the deepeſt of the river, 
and lend you his hand. Now I believe, your hell is dried up, 
ind ye have only theſe two ſhallow brooks, fickneſy and death, 
to paſs through; and ye have alſo a promiſe, that Chriſt ſha 


{ 9 more than meet you, even that he ſhall come himſelf and 
on 
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go with you foot for foot, yea, and bear you in his arms. 0 
then! O then, for the joy that is ſet before you, for the 
love of the man (who is alſo God over all, bleſſed for ever) 
that is ſtanding upon the ſhore to welcome you, run your rac: 
with patience. The Lord go with you. Your, Lord will ng 
have you, nor any of his ſervants, to exchange for the wore, 
Death in itſelf includeth both the death of the ſoul, and the 
death of the body; but to God's children the bounds and the 
limits of death are abridged, and drawn into-a more narrow com. 
paſs : fo that when ye die, a piece of death fhall only ſeize upon 
you, or the leaſt part of you ſhall die, and that is the diffoluti. 
on of the body; for in Chriſt ye are delivered from the ſecond 
death: and therefore, as one born of God, commit not 
(although ye cannot live and not · ſin) and that ſerpent ſhall but 
eat your earthly part. As for your ſoul, it is above the lay of 
death: but it is fearful and dangerous, to be a debtor and ſer. 
vant to fin; for the count of fin ye will not be able to make 
good before God, except Chriſt both count and pay for you, 
I truſt alſo, Madam, that ye will be careful to preſent to the 
Lord the preſent eſtate of this decaying kirk; for, what ſhall 
be concluded in parliament anent her, the Lord knoweth : ſure 
Jam, the decree of a moſt fearful parliament in heaven is at 
the very point of coming forth, becauſe of the ſins of the land: 
for we have caſt away the law of the Lord, and deſpiſed the words 
of the holy One of Iſrael, Ifa. v. 24. Judgment is turned away 
backward, and juſtice ſtandeth afar off ; truth is fallen in the ſtreets, 
and equity cannot enter, Iſa. Iix. 14. Lo, the prophet, as it he 
had ſeen us and our kirk, reſembleth juſtice to be handled as 
an enemy, holden out at the ports of our city, ſo is ſhe baniſh- 
ed; and truth to a perſon ſickly and diſeaſed, fallen down in 
a deadly ſwooning fit, in the ſtreets, before he can come to an 
houſe. +. The prieſts have cauſed many to lumble at the law, and 
have corrupted the covenant of Levi, Mall ii. 8. But what will 
they do in the end ? Jer. v. 31. Therefore give the Lord no reſt 
for Zion. Stir up your huſband, your brother, and all with 
whom ye are in favour and credit, to ſtand upon the Lords 
fide againſt Baal. I have good hope, your huſband loveth the 
peace and proſperity of Zion : the peace of God be upon him, 
for his iatended courſes, anent the eſtabliſhment of a powerful 
miniſtry in this land. Thus not willing to weary your Lady- 
ſhip farther, I commend you now and always, to the grace and 
mercy of that God, who is able to keep you, that ye fall not. 
'The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 2 
Amwath, July 27. Your Ladyſhip's ſervant at all dutifil 
1629. 5 obedience in Chriſt, 5. K, 
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2. To the 7 e of KILMACOLME. 
' Worthy and well. beloved in Chriſi Feſus our Lord, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. *Your letters could 
not come to my hand in a greater throng of buſineſs, 


eth the public help of us all ; yet I cannot but anſwer the heads 
of both your letters, with proviſion that ye chuſe, after this, 
a fitter time for writing. b. I would not have you pitch upon 
me, as the man able by letters to anſwer doubts of this kind, 
while there are in your bounds men of ſuch great parts, moſt 
able for this work. I know the beſt are unable; yet it pleaſ- 
eth that Spirit of Jeſus, to blow his ſweet wind through a piece 
of dry ſtick, that the empty reed may keep no glory to itſelf ; 
put a miniſter can make no ſuch wind as this to blow, he is 
ſcarce able tolend it a paſſage to blow through him. 2. Know 
that the wind of this ſpirit hath a time, when it bloweth ſharp, 
and pierceth ſo ſtrongly, that it would blow through an iron 
door; and this is commonly rather under ſuffering for Chriſt, 
than at any other time. Sick children get of Chriſt's pleaſant 
things, to play them withal, becauſe Jeſus is moſt tender of 
the ſufferer, for he was a ſufferer himſelf. O if I had but the 
leavings and the drawing of the bye-board of a ſufferer's table! 
But I leave this to anſwer yours. Fi, Ye write, That God's 
rows are lying on you; and ſecurity ſtrong, and ſib to nature, 
ſtealing on you who are weak. I anſwer, 1. Till we be in 
heaven, the beſt have heavy heads, as is evident, Cant. v. 1. 
Palm xxx. 6. Job xxix. 18. Matth. xxvi. 33. Nature is a 
ſluggard, and loveth not the labour of religion; therefore reſt 


ſhould not be taken, till we know the diſeaſe be over, and in 


the way of turning, and that it is like a fever paſt the cool: 
and the quiietncſs and calms of the faith of victory over corrup- 
tion, would be entertained in the place of ſecurity; ſo that if 
[ leep, I would delire to ſleep faith's fleep in Chriſt's boſom. 
2. Know alſo, none that ſteep found can ſeriouſly complain of 
ſlzepineſs,; ſorrow for a flumbering ſoul, is a token of ſome 
vatchfulneſs of ſpirit : but this is ſoon turned into wantonnefs, 
s grace in us. too often is abuſed) therefore our waking muſt 
be watched over, elſe ſleep will even grow out of watching; 
and there is as much need to watch over grace, as to watch over 
in: full men will ſoon fleep, and ſooner than hungry men. Jo 
Tor your weakneſs to keep off ſccurity, that like a thief ſteal- 
eth upon you, | wauld fay two things: (t.) To want complaints 
of weakneſs, is for heaven, and angels that never ſinned, not 


br Chriſtians in Chriſt's camp on earth: I think our weakneſs 


maketh us the church of the redeemed ones, and Chriſt's field 
mat the Mediator ſhonld labour in. If there were no diicaſes 


on earth, there needed no phyſicians on earth. If Chriſt had 
; cried 


pat lam now preſſed with at this time, when our kirk requir- 
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cried down weakneſs, he might have cried down his own cy, 
ling; but weakneſs is our Mediator's world: fin is Chriſt's on. 
ly, only fair and market. No man ſhould rejoice at weakne 
and diſeaſes; but I think, we may have a ſort of gladneſ at 
boils and ſores, becauſe, without them, Chriſt's fingers, 
fain Lord, ſhould never have touched our ſkin. I dare no 
thamcanyſelf, but I dare thank God's depth of wile providence 
that I have an errand in me, while I live, for Chriſt to come 
and viſit me, and bring with him his drugs and his balm. 0 
how ſweet is it, for a ſinner to put his weakneſs in Chriſt 
ſtrengthening hand, and to father a ſick ſoul upon ſuch a Phy. 
facian, and to lay weakneſs before him, to weep upon him, 
and to plead and pray! Weakneſs can ſpeak and cry, when we 
have not a tongue, Ezek. xvi. 6. And when 1 paſſed by the, 
and ſawy thee polluted in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee, when | 
thou waſt in thy blood, Live. The kirk could not ſpeak one 
word to Chrift then; but blood and guiltineſs out of 'meaſure 
ſpake, and drew out of Chriſt pity, and a word of life and love, 
(2.) For weakneſs, we have it, that we may employ Chriſt 
ftrength becauſe of our weakneſs : weakneſs is to make uz 
the ſtrongeſt things; that is, when having no ſtrength of 
our own, we are carried upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, and walk (a 
it were) upon his legs: if our ſinful weakneſs {well up to the 
clouds, Chriſt's ſtrength will ſwell up to the ſun, and far above 
the heaven of heavens. 2dly, Ye tell me, That there is need 
of counſel for ſtrengthening of new beginners. I can fay little 
to that, who am not well begun myſelf; but I know, honeſt 
beginnings are nouriſhed by him, even by lovely Jefus, who 
never yet put out a poor man's dim candle, who is wreſtling 
betwixt light and darkneſs. Iam ſure, if new beginners would 
urge themfelves upon Chriſt, and preſs their ſouls upon him, 
and importune him for a draught of his ſweet love, they could 
not come wrong to Chriſt : come once in upon the right nick 
and ſtep of his lovely love, and I defy you to:get free of him a. 
gain : if any beginners fall off Chriſt again, and miſs him, the 
never lighted upon Chriſt as Chriſt; it was but an idol, like 
Jeſus, they took for him. 3dly, Whereas ye complain of 1 
dead miniſtry in your bounds: ye are to remember that the 
Bible among you is the contract of marriage; and the manner 
of Chriſt's conveying his love to your heart is not ſo abſolitely 
dependent upon even lively preachings as that there is no con. 
verſion at all, no life of God, but that that is tied to a maus 
lips; the daughters of Jeruſalem have done often that which 
the watchmen could not do. Make Chriſt your miniſter, be 
can a woo a foul at a dyke-ſide in the field; he needeth not , 
howbeit the flock be obliged to ſeek him in the ſhepherds 
tents, Hunger of Chriſt's making may thrive, * 7 
ewar 


ſtewards who mind not the feeding of the flock. O bleſſed 
ſoul, that can leap over a man and look above a pulpit up to 
Chriſt, who can preach home to the heart, howbeit we were 
all dead and rotten | th, So to complain of yourſelf, as to 
juſtify God, is right; providing ye juſtify his Spirit in your- 
ſelf; for men ſeldom advocate againſt Satau's work and fin in 
themſclves, but againſt God's work in themſelves : ſome of 
the people of God ſlander God's grace in their ſouls, as ſome 
wretches uſed to do, who complain and murmur of want; I 
have nothing (ſay they) all is gone, the ground yieldeth but 
weeds and windleſtraws; when as their fat harveſt, and their 
money on bank maketh them liars. But for myſelf, alas! L 
think it is not my fin, I have ſcarce wit to fin this fin: but I 
adviſe you to ſpeak good of Chriſt for his beauty and ſweetneſs, 
and ſpeak good of him for his grace to yourſelves. 5?tþly, Light 
remaineth, ye ſay, but ye cannot atain to painfulneſs. See if 
this complaint be not booked in the New "Teſtament : and the 
place, Rom. vii. 18. is like this, To will is preſent with me, but 
how to perform that which is good I know not. But every one 
hath not. Paul's ſpirit in complaining : for often in us complain- 
ing is but an humble back-biting and traducing of Chriſt's new 
work in the ſoul. But for the matter of the complaint, I would 
ſay, the light of glory is perfectly obeyed in loving, and praiſ- 
ing, and rejoicing, and reſtthg in a ſeen and known Lord: but 


here, light is in the moſt part broader and longer than our 
narrow and feckleſs obedience : but if there be light, with a 


10 hair train and a great back, I mean, armies of challenging 
; WMt2012hts, and ſorrow for coming ſhort of performance in what 
ll ve know and ſee ought to be performed, then that ſorrow for 
N, 


dot doing is accepted of our Lord for doing: our honeſt forrow 
nd fincere aims, together with Chriſt's interceſſion, pleading 
that God would welcome that which we have, and forgive 
vhat we have not, muſt be our life, till we be over the bound- 
Toad, and in the other country, where the law will get a per- 
ect ſoul. 62h1y, In Chriſt's abſence, there is (as ye write) a 
willingneſs ro uſe means, but heavineſs after the ule of them, 
decaule of the formal and ſlight performance. In Chaiſt's ab- 
(ence, I confeſs, the work lyeth behind; but if ye mean ab- 
lence of comfort, and abſence of ſenſe of his ſweet preſence, 1 
ans that abſence is Chriſt's trying of us, not fimply our fin 


ich gainſt him: therefore, howbeit our obedien ce then be not ſu- 
ere and ſweetened with joy; (which is the ſweet meat bairns 
he vould {till be at) yet the leſs ſenſe, and the more willingneſs in 
Þ Oeying, the lets formality in our obedience, how beit we think 
7 "0 10; for I believe, many think obedience formal and lifeleſs, 
. except the wind be fair in the Weſt, and ſails filled with joy 
4 R rr | and 
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that light is not hereaway, in any clay-body; for, while we are 
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and ſenſe, till ſouls like a ſhip fair before the wind, can ſpread 
no more ſail : But I am not of their mind, who think fo, But 
if ye mean, by abſence of Chriſt, the withdrawing of his work. 
ing grace, I ſee not how willingneſs to uſe means can be at al 
under ſuch an abſence : therefore, be humbled for heavineſs jn 
that obedience, and thankful for willingneſs : for the Bride. 
groom is buſking his ſpouſe oftentimes, while the is half fleep-. 
ing; and your Lord is working and helping more than ye ſee, 
Alſo I recommend to you heavineſs for formality, and for life. 
leſs deadneſs in obedience : be caften down, as much as ye will 
or can, for deadnefs; and challenge that flow and dull carcaſe 
of fin, that will neither lead nor drive, in your ſpiritual obedi- 
ence. O how fweet to lovely Jeſus are bills of grievances, 
given in againſt corruption and the, body of fin ] I would hare 
Chriſt, in ſuch a caſe, faſhed (if I may ſpeak ſo) and deaved 
with our cries, as ye fee the apoſtle doth, Rom. vii. 24. 0 
wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? Proteſtations againſt the law of fin in you, are lay 
grounds why fin can have no law againft you: ſeek to have 
your proteſtation difcuifed and judged, and then ſhall ye find. 
Chriſt oncyour fide of it. 7th, Ye hold, That Chriſt muſt 
either have hearty fervice, or no ſervice at all. If ye mean, 
he will not have a heart, or have feigned fervice, fach as the 

hypocrites give him, I grant you that; Chriſt muſt have honeſ- 
ty or nothing : but if ye mean, he will have no ſervice at all, 
where the heart draweth back in any meaſure ; . I, woutd not 
that were true, for my part of heaven, and all that I am worth 
in the world. If ye mind to walk to heaven, without a cramp 
or a crook, I fear ye muſt go your alone: he knoweth our droſs 
and defects; and ſweet Jefus pitieth us, when weaknels and 
deadneis in our obedience is our croſs, and not our darling. 
8 hy, The liar (as ye write) challengeth the work as formal; 
yet ye bleſs your Cautioner for the ground-work he hath laid, 
and dare not ſay, but ye have aflurance in ſome meaſure. To 
this I ſay, 1. It fhall be no fault to ſave Satan's tabour, and 
challenge it yourſelf, or at leaſt examine and cenſure ; but be- 
ware of Satan's ends in challenging, for he mindeth to put Chriſt 
and you at odds. 2. Welcome home faith in Jeſus, who walh- 
eth itill, when we have defiled our fouls, and made ourſelves 
lothſomg, and ſeek ſtil the blood of atonement for. faults little 
or meikle. Know the gate to the well, and ly about it. 3- 
Make meikle of aſſurance, for it keepeth vour anchor fixed. 
„u. Out-breakings. (ye ſay) diſcourage you, ſo that ye knov 
not, if ever ye thall'win again to ſuch overjoying conſolations of 
che Spirit in this fife, as formerly ye had; and therefore a 
oTaeſtion mav be, If after aſſurance and mortification, the chil- 

ten of Godbe ordinarily fed with ſenſe of joy? | anſier, 
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ſee no inconvenience to think it is enough, in a race, to ſee 
the gold at the ſtarting place, howbeit the runners never get a 
view of it, till they come to the rinks end ; and that our wiſe 
Lord thinketh it fitreſt we ſhould not always be fingering and 
playing with Chriſt's apples. Our Well-beloved, I know, will 
ſport and play with his bride, as much as he thinketh will al- 
lure her to the rinks end: yet I judge it not unlawful to ſeek 
renewed conſolations, providing, 1. The heart be ſubmiſſive, 
and content to leave the meaſure and timeing of them to him. 
Providing they be ſought, to excite us to praiſe, and ſtrength- 
en our aſſurance, and ſharpen our deſires after himſelf. 
Let them be ſought, not for our humours or ſwelling of nature, 
but as the earneſt of heaven: and I think, many do attain to 
greater conſolat ions after mortification, than ever they had 
formerly. But 1 know, our Lord walketh here ſtill by a ſo- 
vereign latitude, and keepeth not the ſame way, as to one hair 
breadth, without a miſs, towards all his children. As for the 
Lord's people with you, I am not the man fit to ſpeak to them. 
| rejoice exceedingly, that Chriſt is engaging ſouls amongſt you: 
but I know, in converſion, all the winning is in the firſt buying, 
(as we uſe to ſay) for many lay falſe and baſtard foundations, 
and take up converſion at their foot, and get Chriſt for as good 
as half nothing, and had never a ſick night for ſin, and this 
maketh looſe work: I pray you dig deep; Chriſt's palace-work, 
and his new dwelling, laid up in hell felt and feared, is molt 
firm: and heaven, grounded and laid upon ſuch a hell, is ſur- 
eſt work, and will not waſh away with winter-ſtorms. It were 
good that profeſſors were not like young heirs, that come to 
their rich, eſtate, long ere they come to their wit; and fo is 
ſeen on ity the tavern, and the cards, and the harlots ſteal their 
ridges trom them, ere ever they be aware what they are doing. 
| kuow, a Chriſt bought with ſtrokes is ſweeteſt. (2.) I re- 
commend to you conference and prayer at private meetings: 
for want whereof, ſee Iſa. ii. 3. Jer. l. 4, 5. Hol. ii. 1, 2. Ezek. 
viü. 20, 21, 22, 23. Mal. iii. 16. Luke xxiv. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, John xx. 19. Acts xii. 12. Col. iii. 16. and iv. 6. Ephel. 
Iv. 29. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 1 Theft. v. 14. Heb. iii. 13. and x. 25. 
Many coals make a good fire, and that it is a part of the com- 
munion of ſaints. I muſt entreat you, and your Chriſtian ac- 
quaintances in the pariſh, to remember me to God in your pray- 
ers, and my flock and miniſtry, and my tranſportation and re- 
moval from this place, which I fear at this aſſembly: and he 
earneſt with God for our mother-kirk. For want of time, I 
have put you all in one letter, The rich grace of our Id 
Jeſus Chriſt be with you all. | | 
Au u, Aug. 5. 1639. Yours in his ſaueor 
| Lord "fi/us, S. R. 
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| 3. To @ Chriflian Gentlewoman. 
Aiftreſe, | 
I Y love in Chriſt remembered to you: I was indeed fyy. 
rowful at my departure from you, erpecially ſince e 
were in ſuch heavineſs after your daughter's death; yet 1% 
perſuade myſelf, ye know, that the weightieſt end of the crol 
of Chriſt, tht is laid upon you, lyeth upon your ſtrong Sew. 
our: for Iſaiah faith, chapt. Ixiii. g. In all your afflictions he 
is afflicted :' O bleſſed Second, who ſuffereth with you! and 
glad may your ſoul. be, even to walk in the fiery furnace, with 
one like unto the Son of man, who is alſo the Son of Gol, 
Courage, up your heart; when ye do tire, he will bear both 
you and your burden, Pfalm lv. 22. Let a little while, aud 
ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Remember of what age your 
daughter was, as long was your leaſe of her: if ſhe was eiph. 
teen, nineteen, or twenty years old, I know not; ſure | an; 
ſeeing her term was come, and your leaſe run out, ye can 1 
more juſtly quarrel your great Superior for taking his own, x 
his juſt term day, than a poor farmer can complain, that bs WWF 
maſter taketh a portion of his own land to himſelf, when his WW 
leaſe is expired. Good Miſtrels, if ye would not be contem 
that Chriſt would hold from you the heavenly inheritance, which 
is made yours by his death; ſhall not that ſame Chriſt thia WF» 
hardly of you, if ye refuſe to. give him your daughter willingly, 
who is a part of his inheritance and conqueſt ? I pray the Lo: 
to give you all your own, and to grace you with patience, 08! 
give God his allo: he is an ill debtor, who payeth that whicl 
| 
| 


be hath borrowed with a grudge: indeed that long loan of fucl 
a good daughter, an heir of grace, a member of Chriſt, (1 
believe) deſerveth more thanks at your Creditor's hand, than 
that ye ſhould gloom and murmur, when he craveth but hb 
own : I believe ye would judge them to be but thankleſs neigh 
bours who would pay you a ſum of money after this manner 
But what? do ye think her loſt, when ſhe is but fleeping intht 
boſom of the Almighty ? Think her not abſent, who is in ſuch 
a friend's houſe. Is the loſt to vou, who is found to Chriſt! 
if ſhe were with a dear friend, although ye ſhould never ſee itt 
again, your care for her would be but ſmall ; Oh now, is fit 
not with a dear friend, and gone higher, upon a certain hoſt 
that ye ſhall in the reſurrection ſee her again, when (be ye lurt 
ſhe ſhall neither be he&ic nor conſumed in body! Ye would 
be lorry either to be, or be eſteemed an atheiſt z and yet not! 
but the apoſtle, 1 Theſl. iv. 13. thinketh thoſe to be hopeles 
atheiſts, who mourn exceſſively for the dead. But this is not 
a challenge on my part: I do {peak this only fearing your weit 
reſs: for your daughter was a part of yourſelf; and therefor 
nature in yu, being, as it were, cut and halved, will en 
; A Brie 4 
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"Tiered : but ye have to rejoice, that when a part of you is on 
darth, 2 great part of you is glorified in heaven. Follow her, 
at envy her not: for indeed it is ſelf-love in us, that maketh 
- mourn for them that die in the Lord. Why ? becauſe for 
hem we cannot mourn, ſince they are never happy till they be 
lead; therefore we mourn for our own private reſpect: take 
eed then, that in trip, your affection in mourning for your 
aughter, ye be not, out of ielf-affeftion, mourning for yourſelf, 
v onſider what the Lord is doing in it; your daughter is pluck- 
4 out of the fire, and ſhe reſteth from her labours: and your 
ord in that is trying you, and caſting you in the fire: go thro? 
all fires to your reſt : and now remember, that the eye of God 
js upon the burning buſh and not conſumed ; and he is gladly 
ontent, that ſuch a weak woman as ye ſhould ſend Satan away, 
fruſtrate of his deſign: now honour God, and ſhame the ſtrong 
roaring lion, when ye feem weakeſt. Should ſuch an one as ye 
{int in the day of adverſity ? Call to mind the days of old: the 
bord yet liveth: truſt in him, although he ſhould flay you. 
Faith is exceeding charitable, and believeth no evil of God. Now 
35 the Lord laying in the one ſcale of the balance, your making 
conſcience of ſubmiſſion to his graciqus will; and in the other, 
your affection and love to your daughter: which of the two 
will ye then chooſe to ſatisfy ? Be wiſe then; and, as I truſt 
ye love Chriſt better than a ſinful woman, paſs by your daugh- 
ter, and kiſs the Lord's rod. Men do lop the branches of their 
trees round about, to the end they may grow up high and tau: 
the Lord hath this way lopped your branch, in taking from you 
many children, to the end ye ſhould grow upward, like one of 
the Lord's cedars, fetting your heart above, where Chriſt is at 
the right hand of the Father, What is next, but that your Lord 
cut down the ſtock, after he hath cutted the branches? Pre- 
pare yourſelf; ye are nearer your daughter this day, than you 
vere yeſterday : while we prodigally ſpend time in mourning for 
ber, ye are ſpeedily poſting after her. Run your race with pa- 
tience: let God have his own, and aſk of him, inſtead of your 
daughter, which he hath taken from you, the daughter of faith, 
vhich is patience z and in patience poſſeſs your foul. Lift up 

Jour head: ye do not know how near your redemption doth 
draw. Thus recommending you to the Lord, who is able to 
eltabliſh you, I reſt, 


dnyoth April 23. Your loving and affectionate friend 
1628. in the Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
N AAN H HHH H HHH H◻⏑ HHH 


4. To the elect and noble Lady, my Lad) KENMURE. 
Madam, 


SOV ING your Ladyſhip with grace and mercy from God 
our Father, and from our Lord Jelſus Chriſt; I am ſorry 


at 
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at my departure, leaving your Ladyſhip in grief; and vou. 
{till be grieved at it, if I were not affured, that ye haye Ode 
with you in the furnace, whoſe viſage is like unto the $ 
of God. I am glad, that ye have been acquainted from yoy 
youth with the wreſtlings of God; and that ye get farce lib. 
ty to ſwallow down your ſpittle, being caſten from furnace i; 
furnace, knowing if ye were not dear to God, and if your health 
did not require ſo much of him, he would not ſpend fo mg 
phyſic upon you. All the brethren and ſiſters of Chriſt muſt h 
conform to his image and copy in ſuffering, Rom. vii. and fone 
do more lively reſemble the copy than others. Think, Madan, 
that it is a part of your glory, to be enrolled among thoſe whon 
one of the elders, Rev, vii. 14. pointeth out to John, Tn 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have waſhed ther 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Behold your 
fore- runner going out of the world, all in a lake of blood; an 
it is not ill to die as he did: fulfil with joy the remnant of the 
grounds and remainders of Vie afflictions of Chriſt, in your bo. 
dy. Ye have loſt a child ; nay, ſhe is not loſt to you, whoi 
found in Chriſt; ſhe is not ſent away, but only ſent be. 
fore; like unto a ſtar, which, going out of our ſight, doth 
not die and vanith, but ſhineth in another hemiſphere: ye ſe 
her not, yet ſhe doth ſhine in another country. If her glals 
was but a ſhort hour, what ſhe wanteth of time, that ſhe hith 
gotten of eternity: and ye have to rejoice, that ye have nov 
ſome pleniſhing up in heaven, Build your neſt upon no tie: 
here: for ye ſee God hath ſold the foreſt to death; and every 
tree, whereupon we wouly reſt, is ready to be cut down, to the 
end we may flee aud mount up, and build upon the Rock, and 
dwell in the holes of the Rock. What ye love beſides Jelus 
your Huſband, is an adulterous lover : now it is God's ſpecial 
bleſſing to Judah, that he will not let her find her paths in fol 
lowing her ſtrange lovers, Hof. ii. 6. Therefore behold I will 
hedge up her way with thorns, and make a wall, that ſbe ſhall mi 
find her paths. ver. 7. And foe ſhall follow after her lovers, du 
ſhe ſhall not overtake them. O thrice happy Judah, when Gn 
buildeth a double ſtone-wall betwixt her and the fire of hell 
The world, and the things of the world, Madam, is the love ye 
naturally affect, beſide your own huſband Chriſt: the hedge of 
thorns, and the wall which God buildeth in your way, te hin- 
der you from this lover, is the thorny hedge of daily grief, ls 
of children, weakneſs of body, iniquity of the time, unc 
ty of eſtate, lack of worldly comfort, fear of God's anger for ol 
unrepented of fins. What loſe ye, if God twiſt and plait the 
hedge daily thicker ? God be bleſſed, the Lord will not let y0 
find your paths: return to your firſt huſband; do not Wea) 


ucither think that death walketh towards you with a {low * 
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ider ere ye be ſhaken ; your days are no longer than 
3 ſwifter than a poſt, and paſſed away as the 
beo defire, and as the eagle that haſteth for the prey, Job 
* 20. There is leſs ſand in your glaſs now, than there was 
Fight 3 this ſpan-length of ever-poſting time will ſoon be 
aded: but the greater is the mercy of God, the more years ye | 
et to adviſe upon what terms, and upon what conditions, ye 
alt your ſoul in the huge gulf of never-ending eternity. The 
ard hath told you, what ye fhould be doing till he come, 
it and haſlen (faith Peter) for the coming f our Lord: all 
night that is here, in reſpect of ignorance and daily enſuing 
ubles, one always making way to another, as the ninth wave 
{ the ſea to the tenth 3 therefore ſigh and long for the dawn- : 
g of that morning, and the breaking of that day of the com- 
of the Son of man, when the ſhadows ſhall flee away. Per- 
de yourſelf the King is coming: read his letter ſent before 
im, Rev. iii. 11. Behold, I come quick/y: wait with the wea- 
ed night-watch ſor the breaking of the eaſtern ſky, and think 
chave not a morrow; as the wile father faid, who, being in- 
ted againſt to-morrow to dine with his friends, anſwered, 
hoſe many days I had no morrow at all. I am loth to weary 
du: ſhew yourſelf a Chriſtian, by ſuffering without murmur- 
, for which ſin fourteen thouſand and ſeven hundred were 
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Win, Numb. xvi. 49. In patience poſſeſs your ſoul : they loſe 
g, who gain Chriſt. Thus, remembering my bother's 
amy wife's humble ſervice to your Ladyſhip; 1 commend 
eto the mercy and grace of our Lord Jeſus, aſſuring you, 
pour day is coming, and that God's mercy is abiding. The 
ee Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | WO. 
I. orb, Jan. 5. Fours m the Lord Jeſus at all 

1 1929. | dutiful obedience, S. R 
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6. To my Lady KENMURE. 

ul Madam, © | 
ALUTING you in Jeſus Chriſt, to my grief I mnſt bid you 
W (it may be) for ever farewel in paper, having ſmall aſſurance 
er to ſee your face again, till the laſt general aſſembly, where 
be whole church univerſal ſhall meet: yet promiſing, by his 
bo race, to preſent your Ladyſhip, and your burdens to him who 
able to fave you, and give you an inheritance with the ſaints, 

| tier a more {pecial manner than ever I have done before. Ye 
los Tz going to a country, where the Sun of Righteouſneſs in the 
yo olpel ſhineth not ſo clearly as in this kingdom: but if ye would 
* ow where he whom your ſoul loveth doth reſt, and where he 
me Hedeth at the noon tide of the day, wherever ye be, get you 
vou Worth by the footſteps of the flock, and feed yourſelf beſide the 
bepherds tents, Cant. i. 7. that is, aſk for ſome of the watch- 


men 
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men of the Lord's city, who will tell you truly, and wil not! 
where ye ſhall find him whom your ſoul loveth. I tryft, wes 
ſo betrothed in marriage to the true Chriſt, that ye will not give 
your love to any falſe Chriſt: ye know not how ſoon your mir. 
riage-day will come; nay, is not eternity hard upon you ? | 
were time then, that ye had your wedding-garment in readineſf;. 
be not ſleeping at your Lord's coming + I pray God, ye may he 
upon your feet ſtanding, when he knocketh. Be not diſcos. 
raged to go from this country to another part of the Lord; 
earth: The earth is his, and the fulneſs de Pſal. xxiv. 1 
This is the Lord's lower houſe; while we are lodged berg, dt 
have no aſſurance to ly ever in one chamber, but muſt be con. 
tent to remove from one corner of our Lord's nether-houfe 9 
another, reſting in hope, that when we come up to the Lon 
upper-city, Jerufalem that is above, we fhall remove no more; 
becauſe then we ſhall be at home: and your lodging is ever t. 
ken before night, ſa long as he, who is Iſrael's. dwelling-houſe, 
is your home, Plal. cx. 1. Believe me, Madam, my mind is, 
that ye are well lodged, and that in your houſe there are fair- 
=caſe-rooms and pleaſant lights, if ye can in faith lean down your 
head upon the breaſts of Jeſus Chriſt ; and till this be; ye ſhall 
never get a ſound ſleep. Jeſus, Jeſus, be your ſhadow and your 
covering: it is a ſweet ſoul ſleep to ly in the arms of Chriſt, for 
his breath is very ſweet. Pray for poor friendleſs Zion; alas! 
no man will ſpeak for her now, although at home in her own 
country, ſhe hath good friends, her Huſband Chriſt, and bi 
Father, her Father- in- law: beſeech your huſband to be a friend 
to Zion, and pray for her, I have received many and diver 
daſhes and heavy ſtrokes, ſince the Lord called me to the m- 
niſtry ; but indeed I eſteem your departure from us amongſt the 
weightieſt ; but I perccive, God will have us to be deprived of 
whatſoever we idolize, that he may have his own room. I fe 
exceeding ſmall fruit of my miniſtry, and would be glad to knov 
of one ſoul, to be my crown and rejoicing in the day of Chrilt. Wi 
Though I ſpend my ſtrength in vain, yet my labour is with nyc 
God, Iſa. xlix 4. I wish and pray, that the Lord would hard- 
en my face againſt all, and make me to learn to go with my fi 
againſt a ſtorm. Again, I commend you, body and ſpirit, 08 
him, who hath loved us, and waſhed us from our. fins in I 
own blood. Grace, grace, grace for ever be with you. Pr 
pray continually. . | 
Amwoth, Sept. 14 Your Ladyſhip's at all dutiful obedient 

| 1029. * in Ghrift, 3. 

repent ets. fo JOHN RENNEDY. 
My kwing and moſt affetionate brother in Chrift, | 
Salute you with grace, mercy and peace from God our F.. 
ther, andfrom-our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I promiſed 10 wif 


to 


o you, and although late enough, yet now I make it good. I 
card with grief of your danger of periſhing by the ſea, but of 
our merciful deliverance with joy. Sure I am, brother, Satan 
ill leave no ſtone unrolled (as the proverb, is) to rolł ou off 
our Rock, or, at leaſt, to ſhake and unſettle you: for at the 
ame time, the mouths of wicked men were opened in hard 
ſperches againſt you, by land; and the prince of the power of 
the air was angry with you, by ſea. See then how much ye are 
bliged to that malicious murderer, who would beat you with 
wo rods at one time; but, bleſſed be God, his arm is thort : 
if the ſea and winds would have obeyed him, ye had never come 
to land. Thank your God, who faith, Rev. i. 11. 1 have: the 
21s of hell and of death, Deut. xxxii. 39. I kill and make alive. 
1 Sam. ii. 6. T he Lord bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth 
If Satan were jailor, and had the keys of death and of the 
rave, they ſhould be ſtored with more priſoners. Ye were 
cnocking at theſe black gates, and ye found the doors thur 
and we do all welcome you back again. | truſt, ye know it is 
ot for nothing, that ye are ſent to us again : the Lord knew, 
e had forgotten ſomething that was neceſſary: for your jour- 
fey 3 that your armour was not as yet thick enough againſt the 
troke of death. Now, in the ſtrength of Jeſus, diſpatch your 
duſineſs; that debt is not forgiven, but friſted : death hath not 
bidden you farewel, but hath only left you for a ſhort ſeaſon. 


eadineſs againſt the time that ye muſt fail through that black 


end impetuous Jordan; aud Jeſus, Jeſus, who knoweth both. 
ele depths and the rock, and all the coaſts, be your pilot; 
Wc laſt tide will not wait for you one moment: if ye forget a- 


vere is no returning again to fetch it. What ye do amiſs in 


cannot come back to mend that piece of work again; no man 
lnneth twice in dying ill; as we die but once, fo we die but ill 


Work till the ſhadow of the evening come upon you, and ye ſhall 


n out your glafs even to the laſt pickle of ſand: fulfil your 
ccurſe with joy; for we take nothing to the grave with ns, but 
1 good or evil conſeience. And although the ſky clear aſter 


ils ſtorm, yet clouds will engender ancther. Ye contracted 
Wh Chriſt, I hope, when firſt pe began to follow ow that ye 
would bear his croſs : fulfil your part of the contract with pa- 


Fic and break not to Jeſus Chriſt ; be honeſt, brother, in 
rite Eur bargaining with him; for who knoweth better how te 


End your journey, ere the night come upon you; have all in. 


y thing, when your ſea is full, and your foot in that ſhip, 


your life to day, ye may amend it to-morrow: for as many ſuns. 
3 God maketh to ariſe upon you, ye have as many new lives: 
but ye can die but once; and if ye mar or ſpill that buſineſs, ye 


er weil once. Ye fee how the number of your months. is writ- 
tryin God's book; and as one of the Lord's hirelings, ye muſt 
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bring up children than our God? For (to lay aſide his kngg, 
ledge of the which there is no ſearching out) he hath been pra. 
tiſed in bringing up his heirs theſe five thouſand years, and his 
bairns are all well brought up, and many of them are honeſt men 
now at home, up in their own houſe in heaven, and are enter, 
ed heirs to their Father's inheritance. Now, the form of his 
bringing up was by chaſtiſements, ſcourging, correcting, nur. 
turing : fee if he maketh exception of any of his bairns, Rey, 
Hi. 19. Heb. xii. 7, 8. No; his eldeſt Son and bis Heir Jeſu 
is not excepted, Heb. ii. 10. Suffer we muſt: ere we "en 
born, God decreed it; and it is eaſier to complain of his de. 
cree, than to change it. It is true, terrors of confcience cf 
us down; and yet without terrors of conſcience we cannot be 
- raiſed up again: fears and doubtings may ſhake us; and yet 
without fears and doubtings we would ſoon ſleep, and lofe our 
gripes of Chriſt : tribulation and temptations will almoſt looſe us 
at the root, and yet without tribulations and temptatians, we 
can now no more grow, than herbs or corn without rain. Sin 
and Satan, and the world will ſay, and cry in our ear, that ye 
have a hard reckoning to make in judgment: and yet none df 
theſe three, except they lie, dare ſay in our face, that our fn 
can change the tenor of the new covenant. Forward then, 
dear brother, and loſe not your gripes y hold faft the truth, for 
the world fell not one drachm-weight of God's truth, eſpecil- 
ly now when moſt men meaſure truth by time, like young fe 
men ſetting their compaſs by a cloud; for now time 3 f- 
ther and mother to truth, in the thoughts and practices of our 
evil t'me. The God of truth eſtabliſh us; for, alas l now ther: 
are none to comfort the priſoners of hope, and the mourners 
Zion: we can do little, except pray and mourn for Joſeph in 
the ſtocks: and let their tongue cleave to the roof of ther 
mouth, who forget Jeruſalem now in her day: and the Loi 
remember Edom, and render to him as he hath done to us 
Now, brother, I will not weary you: but I entreat you, remen 
ber my deareſt love to Mr. David Dickſon, with whom 1 hav 
ſmall acquaintance; yet Ibleſs the Lord, I know, he both pri! 
eth and doth for our dying kirk. Remember my deareſt loi 
to John Stewart, whom I love in Chriſt; and ſhew him fro 
me, I do always remember him, and hope for a meeting: the 
Lord Jeſus eſtabliſh him more and more, though he be alrezd 
a ſtrong man in Chriſt. Remember my heartieſt aifection ! 
Chriſt to William Rodger, whom I alſo remember to God: 
with the firſt news I hear of him, and you, ard all that love 
common Saviour, in theſe bounds, may be, that pe are ſo kt 
and linked, and kindly faſtened in love with the Son of God 
that ye may ſay, © Now, if we would never ſo fain eſcape ot 
Cin“ hands, yet love hath ſo bound us, that we n 
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our hands free again; he hat h ſo raviſhied our hearts, that there 
is no looſing of his gripes z the chains of his ſoul-raviſhing love 
are ſo ſtrong, that the grave nor death will not break them.“ I 
hope, brother, yea, I doubt not of it, but ye lay me, and my 
crit entry to the Lord's vineyard, and my flock before him, 
who hath put me in his work; as the Lord knoweth, ſince 1 
frſt ſaw you, I have been mindful of you. Marion Macknaught 
doth remember moſt heartily her love to you, and to John Stew- 
art: bleſſed be the Lord, that in God's mercy I found in this 
country ſuch a woman, to whom Jeſus is dearer than her own 
heart, when there be ſo many that caſt Chriſt over their ſhoul- 
der. Good brother, call to mind the memory of your worthy 
father, now aſleep in Chriſt; and, as his cuſtom was, pray con- 
tinually, and wreſtle for the life of a dying breathleſs kirk: and 
deſire John Stewart not to forget poor Zion; ſhe hath few 
friends, and few to ſpeak; one good word for her. Now I com- 
mend you, your whole ſoul and body and ſpirit, to Jeſus Chriſt 
and his keeping, hoping ye will die and live, ſtand and fall, 
with the cauſe of our Maſter, Jeſus. The Lord Jeſus himſelf 
be with your ſpirit, Fr a {2:8 
Amveth, Feb. 2. | Your loving brother in our Lord 
1682. : | ; — Jeſus, 8. N. 
Gee 
7. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, | * 1 
Have longed” exceedingly to hear of your life and health, 
| and growth in the grace of God, I lacked the opportunity 
of 2 bearer, in reſpect I did not underſtand of the haſty depar- 
ture of the laſt, by whom I might have faluted your Ladythip : 
anch therefore I could not write before this time. I intreat you, 
Madam, -let me have two lines from you, concerning your pre- 
ſent condition: I know ye are in ęrief and heavineſs; and if it 


vere not ſo, ye might be afraid, becauſe then your way ſhould . 
not be ſo like the way that the Lord faith, to the New Jeruſa- 


lem. Sure I am, if ye knew what were before you, or if ye ſaw 
but ſome glances of it, ye would with gladneſs ſwim through the 


preſent floods of ſorrow, ſpreading forth your arms out of deſire 


lo de at land. If God have given you the earneſt of the Spirit, 
3 part of payment of God's principal ſum, ye have to rejoice ; 
for our Lord will not loſe his earneſt, neither will he go back 
or repent him of the bargain. If ye find at ſome time a longing 
tice God, joy in the aſſurance of that ſight (howbeit that feaſt 
be but like the paſſover, that cometh about only once a year) 
pace of conſcience, liberty of prayer, the doors of God's trea- 
ure caſten up to the ſoul, and a clear ſight of himſelf look ing 
oil, and faying with a ſmiling countenance, welcome to nie, 


2 5 FI + gh : 
ty toul ; this is the earneſt that he giveth ſometimes, ond 
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which maketh glad the heart, and is an evidence that the hy, 
gain will hold. But to the end ye may get to this earneſ}, 
were good to come oft in terms of ſpeech with God, both in 
prayer and hearing of the word : for this is the houſe of wing 
where ye meet with your Well-beloved; here it is where hp 
kiſſeth you with the kiſſes of his mouth, and where ye feel thy 
ſmell of his garments; and they have indeed a moſt fragran 

and glorious ſmell; ye muſt, I fay, wait upon him, and be ch. 
ten communing with him, whoſe lips are as lilies, dropping 
ſweet ſmelling myrrh, and by the moving thereof he will a, 
ſwage your grief; for the Chriſt that faveth you, 4s a ſperking 
Chriſt ; the church knoweth him, Cant, ii. by his voice, and 
can diſcern his voice amongſt a thouſand. T' ſay this, to the 
end ye ſhould not love thoſe maſksof Antichriſtian ceremonies 
that the church, where ye are for a time, hath caſten over the 
Chriſt, whom your ſoul loveth ; this is to fet before you a dumh 
Chriſt. But when our Lord cometh, he fpeaketh to the hear 
in the ſimplicity of the goſpel. I have neither tongue nor pen, 
to expreſs to you the happineſs of ſuch as are in Chriſt : whet 
ye have fold all ye have, and bought the field wherein this peat 
is, ye will think it no bad market; for if ye be in him, all his 
yours, and ye are in him: and zherefore becauſe be livetb, ye foal 
live alſo, John xiv. 19. And what is that elſe, but as if the 
Son had ſaid, I will not have heaven, except my redeeme 
ones be with me; they and I cannot live aſunder; abide in mt 
and I in you,” John xv. 5. O {weet communion, when Chi 
and we are through other, and are no longer two | Father, 
.cvill that theſe zubom thau haſt given me, be quith me where Ian 
ro behold my glory, that thou haſt given me, John xvii. 24. Amen; 
dear Jeſus, let it be according to thy word. I wonder that& 
ver your heart ſhould be caſten down, if ye believe this truth; 
and they are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, who will not ſuffer forty 
years trouble for him, ſince they have ſuch glorious promiſes 
but we fools believe thoſe promiſes, as the man that read Ti 
to's writings concerning the immortality of the ſoul ; ſo long ® 
the book was in his hand, he believed all was true, and that the 
Foul could not die; but fo ſoon as he laid by the book, preſents 
ly he began to imagine, that the ſoul is but a ſmoke or airy d. 
pour, that periſheth with the expiring of the breath: ſo veal 
ſtarts do affent to the fweet and precious prumiſes; but laying 
aſide God's book, we begin to call in queſtion. It is faith in. 
_ deed to believe without a pledge, and to hold the heart conſtant 
at this work, and when we doubt, to run to the law and to tit 
teſtimony, and'ſtay-there, Madam, hold you here; here i5y0it 
Father's teſtament, read it; in it he hath left to you remiſiol 
of fins and life everlaſting, I alt that ye have here be crofis 


and troubles, down-caſtings, frequent deſertions, and depart 
o g | ö 
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«the Lord, who-is ſuiting you in marriage, courage; he whs 
« wooer and ſuiter ſhould not be an bouſhold-man with you; 
11 ye and he come up to his Father's houſe together: he pur- 
oleth to do you good at-your letter end, Deut. vili. 16. and to 
lire you reſt from the days of adverſity, Pfal. xciv. 13. If ir good 
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10 bear the yoke of God in your youth, Lam. iii. 27+ Turn imo your 
rong hold as a priſoner of hope, Zech. 1X · 1 2. For the Viſion is for 
* appointed time, but at the end it ſpali ſpeak and not lie: thongh 
t tary, wait for it, becauſe it coill ſurely come, it will not tarry, 
ab, ii. 3. Hear himſelf, ſaying, Iſa. xxvi. 20, Come, my people, 
rejoice, he calleth on you) enter into thy chambers, and ſhut t 
urs about thee ; hide thyſelf, as it wert for a little moment, till the 
ndignation be faſt, Believe then, believe and be ſaved : think 
ot hard, if ye get not your will, nor pour delights in this life; 
od will have you to rejoice in nothing but himſelf. God fer- 
pid that ye ſhould rejoice in any thing bur in the croſs of Chriſt, 
3al. iv. 16. Our church, Madam, is decaying; ſhe is like 
phraim's cake, and gray hajrs are here and there upon her, 
and ſhe knoweth it not, Hoſ. vii. 9. She is old and gray-hair- 
ed, near the grave, and no man taketh it to heart: her wine is 
ſour and corrupted. Now, if Phinehas's wife did live, ſhe might 
ravail in birth and die, to ſee the ark of God taken, and the 
glory departing from our Iſrael: the power and life of religion 
js away ; Wo be to us, fer the day goeth away, for the ' ſhadows of 
the evening are firetched out, Jer. vi. 4. ' Madam, Zion is the 
ſhip wherein ye are carried to Canaan; if ſhe ſuffer ſhipwreck, 
ye will be caſten over board upon death and life, toſwim to land 
upon broken boards: it were time for us, by prayer, to put u- 
pon our Maſter- pilot pres and to cry, Maſter, fave us, we 
periſh, Grace, grace be with you. We would think it a bleſ- 
ling to our kirk, to ſee you here; but our ſins withhold good 
things from us. The great Meſſenger of the covenant preſerve 
you in body and ſpirit. FRY N 5 
Anwsth, Feb. 1. Yours in the 
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Madam, 


3. To my Lady KENMURE. 

3 mercy and peace be multiplied upon you, re- 

ceived your Ladyſhip's letter, in the which TI perceive 
your caſe in this world ſmelleth of worſhip and communion 
with the Son of God in his ſufferings, Ye cannot, ye muſt not 
ave a more pleaſant or more eaſy condition here, than he had, 
vio through afflictions was made perfect, -Heb. ii. 10. We 
may indeed think, cannot God bring us to heaven with eaſe and 
proſperity ? Who doubteth but he can? But bis infinite wif— 
om thinketh, and decreeth the contrary; and we cannot ſee a 


reaſon 
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reaſon of it, yet he hath a moſt juſt reaſon. We never wi, I 
our eyes ſaw our own ſoul, yet we have a ſoul; we Tee many ri, f, 
vers, but we know not the firſt ſpring and original fountain, . 
they have a beginning. Madam, when ye are come to the g. 
ther ſide of the water, and have ſet down your foot on the ſhore 
of glorious eternity, and look back again to the waters, and ui. 
your weariſome journey, and ſhall ſee in that clear glaſs of end. Wh 
leſs glory, near to the bottom of God's wiſdom : ye ſhall then 
be forced to ſay, If God had done otherwiſe with me than be Wi 
hath done, I had never come to the enjoying of this crown of r 
glory. It is your part now to believe, and ſuffer, and hope, 
and wait on: for I proteſt in the preſence of that all-difcerning 
Eye, who knoweth what I write, and what I think, that I would 
not want the ſweet experience of the conſolations of God, for 
all the bitterneſs of affliction: nay, whether God come to bi 
children with a rod or a crown, if he come himſelf with it, iti 
well; welcome, welcome Jeſus, what way ſoe ver thou come, if 
we can get a ſight of thee, And ſure Þ am, it is better to be 
ſick, providing Chriſt come to the bed-fide, and draw by the 
curtains, and ſay, Courage, I am thy ſalvation, than to enjoj 
health, being luſty and ftrang, and never to be viſited of God. 
Worthy and dear Lady, in the ſtrength ot Chriſt, fight ande, 
vercome: ye are now your alone; but ye may have, for the 
ſeeking, Three always in your company, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit; I-truſt they are near you. Ye are now deprivel 
of the comfort of a lively miniſtry, ſo was Iſrael in their capti 
vity; yet hear God's promiſe to them, Ezek. xi. 16. Therefon 
ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Although I have caſten them afat 
4 among the heathen, and although I hawe ſcattered. them amuy 
the countries, yet will I be to them as a little ſanctuary, in the rduns 
tries where they ſhall come e behold a ſanctuary !] for a ſanftuary 
God himſelf, in the place and room of the temple of Jeruſalem: 

I truſt in God, carrying this temple about with you, ye ſhall ſee 
Jehovah's beauty in his houſe. We are in great fears of a grett 
2arful trial to come upon the kirk of God; for theſe, who 
would build their houſes and neſts upon the aſhes of mourning 
Jeruſalem, have drawn our king upon hard and dangerous con. 
cluſions, againſt ſuch as are termed Puritans, for the rooting 
of them out. Our prelates (the Lord take the keys of his hoi 
from theſe baſtard porters) aſſure us, that for ſuch as will nM! 
conform, there is nothing but impriſonment and deprivatio 
The ſpouſe of Jeſus will ever be in the fire; but I truſt in 7 
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God, ſhe ſhall not conſume, becauſe of the good-will of hin 
who dwelleth in the buth, for he dwelleth in it with good - vil 
All ſorts of crying fins without controulment abound in o 
land; the glory of the Lord is departing from Iſrael, and the 
Lord is looking back over his ſhoulder, to ſeg if any will la 
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and no man requeſteth him to ſtay. Corrupt and 
— * 1s — — by the idol-ſhepherds of the 
and. For myſelf, 1 have daily griefs, through the difobedi- 
a bas unto, and contempt of the word of God. TI was ſummon- 
" before the high commiſſion by a profligate perſon in this par- 
10 convicted of inceſt: in the buſineſs, Mr. Alexander Colvil 
"54 reſpect to your — was my great friend, and wrote 
| moſt kind letter to me: The Lord give him mercy in that 
* Upon the day of my compearance, the ſea and v inds 
refuſe to give paſſage to the Biſhop of St. Andrews. J intreat 
our Ladyſltip to thank Mr. Alexander Colvil with two lines of 
. My wife now, after a long diſeaſe and torment, for 
the ſpace of a year and month, 1s departed this life : the Lord 
hath done it, bleſied be his name. Thave been diſeaſed with a 
ſerer tertian for the ſpace of thirteen weeks, and am yet in that 
ickneſs, ſo that I preach but once on the fabbath with great 
difficulty : I am not able either to viſit or examine the congre- 

zation. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 

Anweth, June 26. TLaur Ladyſbip's at all 
1630. obedience, S. R. 
rr +p+HH-+p-+pHp+ 
9. To my Lady EN M U RE. | 
Madam, 


AVING faluted you in the Lord Jeſus, I thought it my 
duty, haying the occaſion of this bearer, to write again 
unto your Ladyſhip. Though I have no new purpoſe, but 
what I wrote of before; yet ye cannot be too often awakened to 
go forward toward your city, ſince your way is long, and (for 
any thing ye know) your day is ſhort 5 and your Lord requir- 
eth of you, as you advance in years, and ſteal forward inſenſi- 
bly towards eternity, that your faith may grow and ripen for 
the Lord's harveſt ; for the great Huſbandman giveth a ſeaſon 
to his fruits, that they may come to maturity; and having got- 
ten their fill of the tree, they may be then ſhaken and gather- 
ed in for his uſe : whereas the wicked rot upon the tree, and 
their branch ſhall not be green, Job xv. 32, 33. He ſhall ſhake 
off his unrip? gr apes as the vine, and ſhall caff eff his flower as the 
deve. It is God's mercy to you, Madam, that he giveth you 
your fill, even to lothing, of this bitter world, that ye may wil. 
lingly leave it, and, like a full and ſatisfied banqueter, long 
for the drawing of the table: and at laſt, having trampled un- 
der your feet all the rotten pleaſures that are under fun and 
moon, and having rejoiced as though ye rejoiced not, and ha- 
ring bought as though ye poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. vii. 30. ye may, 
lixe an old crazy ſhip, arrive at your Lord's harbour, and be 
made welcome, as one of thoſe who have ever had one foot looſe 
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fram chis earth, longing for that place where your ſoul (hay 

fea and banquet for ever and ever upon a, glorious fight of the 

incomprehenſible Trinity, and where ye ſhall fee: the fair tc 

of the man Chriſt, even the beautiful face, that was onte, for 

your cauſe, more married than any of the vilages of the ſons oſ 

men, Iſa. v. 2, 14. and was all covered withł ſpitt ing and blood 
Be content to wade through the waters betwixt you and glory 

with him, holding his hand faſt; for he knoweth all the foords; 

howbeit ye may be duckt, yet ye cannot drown; being in hiy 
company; and ye may, all the way to glory, ſee the way be- 

dewed with his blood, who is the fore- runner : be not afraid 

therefore, when ye come even to the black and ſwelling 

river of death, to put in your foot and wade after him; the 
current, how ſtrong ſoever, cannot carry you down the water 

to hell: the Son af God his death and xeſurrection are ſtepping 

ſtones and a ſtay to you; ſet down your feet by faith oi thels 
ſtones, and go through as on dry land. If ye knew what he iz 
preparing for you, ye would be too glad; he will not (it may be) 
give you a full draught. till ye come up to the well-head, and 
drink, yea drink abundantly of the pure river of the water dl 
life, that proceedeth out from the throne of God, and from th: 
Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. Madam, tire not, weary, not; I dar: 
find you the Son of God caution, when ye are got up thither, 
and have caſten your eyes to view the golden city, and the fair 
and never-withering tree of life, that beareth twelve manner q 
fruits every month, ye ſhall then ſay, Four and twenty hou 

abode in that place is worth threeſcore and ten years forrow u. 
pon earth. If ye can but ſay, ye long earneſtly to be carried u 
thither, (as I hope ye cannot for ſhame deny hiorthe honour ls 
having wrought that deſire upon your foul) then hath your Lord 
given you an earneſt: and, Madam, do ye believe that our 
Lord will loſe his earneſt, and rue of the bargain, and change 
his mind, as if he were a man that can lie, or the ſon of man 
that can repent ? Nay, he is unchangeable; and'the fame this 
year that he was the former yer : and his Son Jeſus, who upon 
earth cat and drank with publicans aud ſinners, and ſpake and 
conferred with whores and harlots, and put out his holy hand, 
and touched the lepers filthy ſkin, and came ever more nigh 
ſinners, even now in glory, is yet that ſame Lord: his honour 
and his great court in heaven hath not made him forget hi 
poor friends on earth: in him, honours change not manners, 
and he doth yet deſire your company. Take him for the old 
Chriſt, and claim ſtill kindneſs to him, and ſay, Oh it is ſo, be 
is not changed, but I am changed: nay, it is a part of his un- 
changeable love, and an article of the new covenant, to Keef 
you that ye cannot diſpone him, nor fell him: he bath nt 


played faſt and looſe with us, in the covenant of grace; ſo * 
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e may run from him at our pleaſure; bis love hath made the 

zrgain ſurer than ſo; for Jeſus as the cautioner is bound for 
„ Heb. vii. 22. and it cannot ſtand with his honour to die in 
e burrows, (as we uſe to ſay) and loſe thee, whom he muſt 

nder again to the Father, when he ſhall give up the kingdom 
d him. Conſent and ſay amen to the promiſes, and ye have 
aled that God is true, and Chriſt is yours: this is an eaſy 

arket; ye but look on with faith; for Chriſt ſuffered all, and 

aid ail, Madam, fearing I be too tedious to your Ladyſhip, I 
uſt ſtop here, deſiring always to hear that your Ladyſhip is 
ell, and that ye have ſtill your face up the mountain. Pray 
rus, Madam, and for Zion, whereof ye ane a part: we ex- 

et a trial; God's wheat in this land muſt go through Satan's 
lere, but their faith ſhall not fail. I am ſtill wreſtling in our 
ord's work, and have been tried and tempted with bretbren, 

ho look awry to the goſpel. Now he that is able to keep you 
Intil that day, preſerve your ſoul, body and ſpirit, and preſent 
ſou before his face with his own bride, ſpotleſs and blameleſs. 

Anwoth, Nov. 26. Your Ladyſhip's to be commanded 
1631. | always in the Lord Feſus, S8. R. 


.  oaocdett gundnn IOC ymcAconwnonqc oc opngo0qGoQt 


| 10. Ta my Lady K ENMU RE. 
Madam, — 
Am grieved exceedingly that your Ladyſhip ſhould think, 
or have cauſe-to think, that ſuch as love you in God, in 
his country, are forgetful of you: for myſelf, Madam, I owe 
o your Ladyſhip all evidences of my high reſpect in the fight 
{my Lord, whoſe truth I preach, I am bold to ſay it) for his 
Ich grace in you. My communion is put off till the end of a 
Pnglome and rainy harveſt, and the preſbyterial exerciſe (as 
be bearer can inform your Ladyſhip) hindered me to fee you: 
nd for my peoples ſake (finding them like hot iron, that cool- 
th being out of the fire, and that is pliable to no work) | dare 
ot ftir abroad, neither have I left them at all, fince your La- 
jhip wes in the country, ſave at one time only, about two 
ers ago; yet I dare not ſay but it is a fault, howbeit no de- 
et in my affection; and I truſt to make it up again, ſo ſoon as 
ol Tam able to wait upon you. Madam, I have no new 
urpoſe to write unto you, but of that which I think, nay, 
ich our Lord thinketh needful, that one thing, Mary's good 
rt, which ye have choſen, Luke x. 42. Madam, all that 
0) hath, both himſelf and the creatures, he is dealing and 
Tg amongſt the ſons of Adam; there are none ſo poor, as 
at they can ſay in his face, be hath given them nothing; 
ut there is no ſmall odds betwixt the gifts given to )awful bairns, 
kd to baſtards : and the more greedy ye are in ſuiting, the more 
1 Willing 
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willing is he to give, delighting to be called open- handed 1 
hope your Ladyſhip laboureth to get aſſurance of the füreſt ,, 
trimony, even God himſelf. Ye will find in Chriſtlanity u 
God aimeth, in all his dealings with his children, to brit 
them to a high contempt of and deadly fend with the world) 
and to ſet an high price upon Chriſt, and to think him gg; 
who cannot be bought for gold, and well-worthy the fightin 
for: and for no other cauſe, Madam, doth the Lord withdriy 
from you the childiſh toys, and the earthly delights, that he 
giveth unto others; but that he may have you wholly to him. 
ſelf: think therefore of the Lord, as of one who cometh 1, 
woo you in marriage, when ye are in the furnace; he ſeeketh 
his anſwer of you in affliction, to fee if ye will ſav, Even 1 
take him. Madam, give him this anſwer preſently, and h 
your mind do not ſecretly grudge nor murmur. When he i; 
tiriking you in love, beware to ſtrike again, that is dangerous; 
for thoſe who ſtrike again, thall get the laſt blow. If Thit nc 
upon the right ſtring, it is becauſe I am not acquainted with 
your Ladyſhip's preſent condition; but I believe your Ladyſhiy 
goeth on foot laughing, and putting on a good countenance be. 
fore the world, and yet ye carry heavineſs about with you. Ye 
do well, Madam, not to make them witneftes of your pri, 
who cannot be curers of it : but be exceeding charitable of your 
dear Lord. As there be ſome friends worldly, of whom ye 
will not entertain an ill thought; far more vught ye to beiiex 
good evermore of your dear friend, that lovely fair Perſon, Je. 
jus Chriſt. The thorn is one of the moſt curſed and angry and 
crabbed weeds, that the earth yieldeth ; and yet out of it ſpring: 
eth the roſe, one of the ſweeteſt ſmelled flowers, and moſt de- 
lightful to the eye, that the earth hath : your Lord ſhall make 
joy and gladneſs out of your afflictions; for all his roſes hart 
a fragrant ſmell. Wait for the time, when his own holy hand 
{hall hold them to your noſe : and if ye would have pre ſert 
comfort under th croſs, be much in prayer; for at that time 
your faith kiſſeth Chriſt, and he kiſſeth the ſoul. And O if the 
breath of bis holy mouth be ſweet !! I dare be caution, out of 
ſome ſome {mall experience, that ye ſhall not be beguiled, for 
the world (yea, not a few number of God's children) know 10! 
well what that is, which they call a God.-head. But, Madam, 
come near to the God-head, and look down to the bottom 
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of the well; there is much in him, and fweet were that deat! 
to drown in ſuch a well; vonr grief taketh liberty to work | 
upon your mind, when ye are not buſied in the medi atio0 | 
of the ever-delighting and ali-blefled God-head. If ye would v1 
tic price \e give out (which is but ſome few years pain ah 
trouble) b-lide the commodities ye are to receive, ve would geg 
tue; are not worthy to be laid in the balance together; but t 


ij nature that maketh you look hat ye give qut, and weakneſs 
of faith that hindereth you to ſee what ye will take in. Peng 
your hope, and friſt your faithful Lord a While; he maketh 
himfel{ your debtor in the new covenant; be is honeſt, take 
his word, Nahum i. 9. Afliction ſball not /pring up the ſecond 
tne, Rev. xxi. 7. He that overcemeth ſhall inherit all things. Of 
al. things then which ye want in this life, Madam, I am able to 
ſxy nothing, if that be not believed which ze have, Rev. ii. 5. 
and Rev. iii. 5. The overcomer ſhall be clothed in white raiment, 
Kc. and v. 28. To the overcomer I will give to fit qwith me in my 
throne, as I overcam? and am ſet down with my [ather in his 
throne. Confider, Madam, if ye are not high up now, and far 
ben in the palace of our Lord, when ye are upon a throne in 
white raiment, at lovely Chriſt's elbow. O thrice fools are we; 
who like new-born princes weeping in the cradle, know not that 
there is a kingdom before them! then let our Lord's ſweet 
band ſquare us and hammer us, and ſtrike off the knots of 
pride, telf-love, and world-worſhip, and infidelity, that he 
may make us [tones and pillars in his Father's houſe, Rev. ili, 
12, Madam, what thiak ye to take binding with the fair cor- 
ner-ſtone, Jeſus f the Lord give you wiſdom to believe and 
hope your day is coming. I hope to be witneſs of your joy, as 
| lave been a hearer and beholder of your grief. Think ye 
much to follow the heir of the c:zown, who had experience cf 


pride to aim to'be above the Kings Son; it is more then 
ve deſerve, that we are cquals in giory, in a manner. Now, 
commending you-to the deareſt grace and mercy of God, I reſt 
Anwilh, Jan. 4. Your Ladhyſbip's ut all obediente 

1632 PS 6: u (ri, S. R. 
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u. To wy. Lady K E N MU RE. 


ic 

f Madam, i qt ett! | | 

of NDERSTTANDING, alittle after the writing of my 
01 laſt letter, of the going of this bearer, I would not onit 
oY opportunity of remembering your Lidyſhip, ſtill harping 
me Upon that ftring, which in our whole lifetime is never too often 
"8M Ouched upon; nor is our leſſon well enough learned, that there 
11 ncccſſity of advancing in the way to the kingdom of Goc, 
ro © the contempt of the world, of denying ourſelf, and bearing 
oof our Lord's croſs ; which is no lefs needful for us, than daj- 


ly food; and among many marks that we are on this zourney, 
an under {ail toward heaven, this is one, when the love of 
Co fo filleth our hearts that we forget to love, and care % 
Mich for the baving or wanting of other things; as one CN 
*ne heat burneth out another. By this, Madam, we ke 
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ſorrows, and was acquainted with grief? Ifa. liii. It were 
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ye have betrothed your ſoul in marriage to Chriſt, when yt q, 
make but ſmall reckoning of all other ſuiters or wooers, and 
when ye can (having little in hand, but much in hope) live 2 
a young heir during the time of his non-age and minority, be. 
ing content to be as hardly handled, and under as preciſe a rec, 
koning, as ſervants; becauſe his hope is upon the inheritance: 
for this cauſe, God's bairns take well with the /pailing of thei 
{o2ds, Heb. xi. 34. Knowing in themſelves, that they have in 
} eaven a better and an enduring.ſulſtance. That day that the earth 
and the works therein ſball be burned with fire, 2 Pet, iii, 10, n. 
your hidden hope and your hidden life ſhall appear: and there. u 
fore, fince ye have not now many years of your endleſs eterifity, i v 
and know not how ſoon the ſky above your head will rive, and Wh 1c 
the Son of Man will be ſeen in the clouds of heaven; wha to 
better and wiſer courſe can ye take, than to think that you 
one foot is here, and your other foot in the life to come, and 
to leave off loving, deſiring, or grieving for the wants, that 
{hall be made up, when your Lord and ye ſhall meet, and when 
ye ſhall give in your bill that day of all your wants? Here i 
your loſſes be not made up, ye have place to challenge the A. 
mighty; but it ſhall not be fo, Ye ſhall then rejoice with joy un 
[peakable and full of glory, and your joy ſhall none take from ym, 
John xvi. 22. It is enough, that the Lord hath promiſed you 
great things; only let the time of beſtow ing them be in his ou 
carving. It is not for us to ſet an hour-glaſs to the Creator d 
time, ſince he and we differ only in the term of payment; fince 
he hath promiſed payment, and we believe it, it is no grett 
matter, we will put that in his ou will: as the frank buyer, wid 
cometh near to what the ſeller ſeeketh, uſeth at laſt to refer the 
difference to his will, and ſo cutteth off the uſe of mutual prig: 
ging. Madam, do not prig with your frank-hearted and gre 
cious Lord, about the time of the fulfilling of your joys: it vil 
be, God hath ſaid it; bide his harveſt, wait upen his Whit 
ſunday : his day is better than your day; he putteth not tat 
hook in the corn, till ir be ripe and full eared. The Great 
angel of the covenant bear you company till the trumpet ſha 
ſound, and the voice of the arch-angel awaken the dead. I 
ſhall find it your only bappineſs, under whatever thing dif 
eth and croſſeth the peace of your mind in this life, to love 80- 
thing for itſelf, but only God for himſelf : it is the crooked lor 
of ſome harlots, that they love bracelets, ear-rings, and ring 
better than the lover that ſendeth them: God will not be 1 
loved; for that were to behave as harlots, and not as the chaſte 
ſbouſe, to abate from our love when theſe things are pulled # 
way. Our love to him ſhould begin on earth, as it-ſhall be n 
leave: fur the bride taketh not by a thouſand degrees ſo much 
euiightinlice wedding garment, as the doth in her bridegroon. 
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© we; in the life to come, howbeit clothed with glory as with 


| robe, {all not be ſo much affected with the glory that goeth 


bout us, as with the Bridegroom's joyful face and preſence. 
Madam, if ye can win to this here, the field is won and your 
mind for any thing ye want, or for any thing your Lord can 
uke from you, ſhall ſoon be calmed and quieted : get himſelf 
2s 2 pawn, and keep him, till your dear Lord come and looſe 
the pawn, and rue upon you, and give you all again, that he 
look from you, even a thouſand talents for one penny. It is 
not ill to lend God willingly, who otherwiſe both will and ma 

duke from you againſt your will: it is good to play the uſurer 
with, and take in, inſtead of ten of the hundred, an hundred of 
ten, often an hundred of one, Madam, fearing to be tedious 
to you, I break off here, commending you, (as I truſt to do, 
while I live) your perſon, ways, burdens, and all that concern- 
ech you, to,that Atmighty, who is able to bear you and your 
burdens : I till remember you to him, who will cauſe you one 
day to laugh. I expect that, whatever ye can do by word or 
deed, for the Lord's friendleſs Zion, ye will do it: the is your 
mother; forget her not, for the Lord intendeth to melt and 
ry this land, and it is high time we were all upon our feet, and 
falling about to try what claim we have to Chriſt, It is like the 
Bridegroom will be taken from us, and then we ſhall mourn. 


Dear Jeſus remove not, elfe take us with thee ! Grace, grace 
be with you for ever. 


Anwoth, Jan. 14. | Tour Ladyſbip's at all dutiful 
! 162 | | | obedzence, S. R. 


12. Te my Lady K ENMURE. 

| Madam, | bbs | 

OUR Ladyſhip will not (I know) weary nor offend, tho? 
Y I trouble you with many letters; the memory cf what o- 
bligations Jam under to your Ladyſhip is the cauſe of it. I am 
poffibly impertinent in what [ write, becauſe of my ignorance of 
rour preſent eſtate :* but for all that is faid, I have learned of 
Mr. W. D. that ye have not changed upon, nor wearied of your 


by [cet Maſter, Chriſt, and his ſervice ; neither were it your part 
:0-W 2 change upon him, who reſteth in his love. Ye are among 
xe Honourable company, and ſuch as affect grandeur and court. 
bot, Madam, thinking upon your eſtate, I think I ſee an im- 
o Provident wooer, coming too late to ſeek a bride, becauſe the is 
icy eentracted already and promiſed away to another; and fo the 
| :-_ ooer's buſking and bravery (who cometh to you, as who but 
ebe) is in vain : the outward pomp of this buly wooer, a beguil- 
aß e world, is now coming in to ſuit your ſoul too late, when ye 
Jug 
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bare promiſed away your ſoul to Chriſt many years ago. And 
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I know, Madam, what anſwer ye may juſtly make to the late 
ſuiter, even this, © Ye are too long of coming: my foul thi 
bride is away already, and the contract with Chriſt ſubſcribed: 
and I cannot chooſe, but I muſt be honelt and faithful to bim. 
Honourable Lady, keep your firſt love, and hold the firſt match 
with that ſoul-delighting lovely Bridegroom, our ſweet, {wee 
Lord Jeſus, fairer than all the children of men, the roſe of Sha? 
ron, and the faireſt and ſweeteſt ſmelled roſe in all his Father; 
garden; there is none like him: I would not exchange ont 
imile of his lovely face with kingdonis. Madam, let others take 
their filly feckleſs heaven in this life, envy them not; but let 
your ſoul, like a tarrowing and nuſlearned child, take the dort 
(as we ule to ſpeak) or caſt at all things and dildaia them, ex. 
cept one only; either Chriſt or nothing. Your Well-beloyed 
Jeſus will be content, that ye be here devoutly proud, and il 
to pleaſe, as one that contemneth all huſbands but himſelf: «i. 
ther the King's Son, or no huſband at all; this is humble and 
worthy ambition. What have ve to do to dally with a whoriſh and 
foolith world ? your jealous Huſband will not be coutent that ye 
look by him to another; he will be jealous indeed, and offended, 
if ye kiſs another but himſelf, What weights do burden you, 
Madam, I know not; but think it great mercy, that your Lord 
from your youth hath been hedging in your out-(traying affec. 
tions, that they may not go a-whoring from himſelf : if ye were 
his baſtard, he would not nurture you ſo; if ye were for the 
laughter, ye would be fattened ; but be content, ye are hi 
wheat growing in our Lord's field, Matth. xiii. 25, 28. Andit 
wheat, ye mult go under our Lord's threſhing inſtrument, inks 
barn-tloor, and go through his fieve, Amos ix. 9. and through 
his mill to be bruiſed, as the-Prince of your ſalvation was, Ia. 
liii, 9. that ye may be found good bread in your Lord's houſe: 
Lord Jeſus, bleſs the ſpiritual huſbandry, and teparate you 


from the chaff, that dow not bide the wind, I am perfuaded; 


vour glaſs is ſpending itſelf by little and little; and if ye knev 
wha is before you, ye would rejoice in your tribulations, Think 
ve it a ſmall honour to ſtand before the throne of God and the 
Lamb, and to be clothed in white, and to be called to the mar: 
raige- ſupper of the Lamb, and to be led to the Fountain of lin- 
ing waters, and to come to the Well-head, even God himſelf, 
and get your fill of the clear, cold, ſweet, refreſhing Water ol 
life, the King's own well, and to put up your. ſinful hand 
to the tree of life, and take down and eat the ſweeteſt 2. 
ple in all God's heavenly paradiſe, Jeſus Chriit, your Lie 
and your Lord? Up your heart, thout for joy, your King Þ 


coming to fetch you to his Father's houſe, Madam, J am in 
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exceeding great heavineſs, God thinking it beſt for m 
tuut thus to cxercite ing thereby (it may be) to Nt me tO 


Pr” 


«7 wb tron? ©53 oe wb — LH LELz — A — © aooay 


piſt. 13. | LET TERS 7. -: 339 
wth to others. 1 ſee and hear, at home and abroad, nothing 

7h matter of grief and diſcouragement, which indeed maketh 

; ite bitter; and I hope in God never to get my will in this 
9K and I expect ere long a fiery trial upon the church; for 
3 men almoſt in England and Scotland, as many falſe 
bende to Chriſt, and as many pulling and drawing to pull the 
crown off bis holy bead; and for fear that our beloved ſtay a- 
mongſt us (as if his room were more deſireable than himſelf 

men are biding him go ſęek his lodging. Madam, if ye have a 


on her behalf to God and man: if ye can do nothing elſe, ſpeak 
for Jeſus, and ye ſhall thereby be a witneſs againſt this declin- 
ing age. Now, from my very {oul, laying and leaving you on 
the Lord, and deſiring a part in your prayers (as my Lord know- 
eth, I remember you) I deliver over your body, ſpirit, and all 


Anwoth, Feb. 13. Yeur Ladyſbip's in your Lord 
1692. | Jeſus and mine, S. R. 
. A DDE: 
13. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, | 3 EY 
HE cauſe of my not writing to your Ladyſhip, is not my 
forgetfulneſs of you, but the want of the opportunity of 
x convenient bearer z for I am under more than a ſimple obli- 
ration to be kind (in paper, at leaſt) to your Ladyſhip. I bleſs 
our Lord through Chriſt, who bath brought you home again to 


eyes that which our Lord's truth taught you before, to wit, that 
worldly glory is nothing but a vapour; a ſhadow, the foam of 
the waterz or ſomething leſs and lighter, even nothing; and 
that our Lord hath not without cauſe ſaid in his word, 1 Cor. 
wi. 31. The countenance or faſbion M this world paſſeth away. In 
which place our Lord compareth it to an image in a looking« 
glaſs for Adam's ſons: ſome come to the glaſs, and ſee in it the 


sto be great in the ſight of God; and others ſee it in the ſha- 
dow of riches, and but a ſhadow indeed; for durable riches 
ſtand, as one of the maids of wiſdom, upon her left-hand, 


of Wi bree, and the beholders will not believe, but the image they 
ad lee in this glals is a living man, till the Lord come and break 
ip the glaſs in picces, and remove the face; and then, like Pharaoh 
if wakened, they tay, And, benold, it was a dream. I know your 
1 Ladyſhip thinketh yourſelf little in the common of this world, 
1 or the favourable aſpect of any of theſe three painted faces; 
wn nd bleſſed be our Lord that it is ſo ; the better for vou: Mad- 


„ „„ 


am, 


part in filly friendlels Zion, (as I know ye bave) ſpeak a word | 


our neceſſities to the hands of our Lord, and remain for ever, 


your country, from that place, where ye have ſeen with your 


pcture of honour, and but a picture indeed; for true honour 


Prov. iii. 16. and a third fort ſee in it the face of painted plea- 2 
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am, they are not worthy to be wooers to ſuit in marriage yoy 
ſoul, that looks to an higher match than to be married upon 
Painted clay. Know therefore, Madam, the place whither g 
Lord Jeſus cometh to woo a bride, it is even in the furnace: 
for if ye be one of Zion's daughters (which I ever put beyond 


all queſtion, fince I firſt had occaſion to ſee in your Ladyſhig WA: 
ſuch pregnant evidences of the grace of God) the Lord, v 
hath his fire in Zion, and his furnace in Jeruſalem, Ife. 111. 
9. is purifying you in the furnace: and therefore be content i» WW 
live in it, and every day to be adding and ſewing to a paſſnen; Wiſh» 
to your wedding-garment, that ye may at laſt be decorated and 
trimmed as a bride for Chriſt, a bride of his own buſking, beau. iy 
tified in the hidden man of the heart, forgetting your father! 
houſe, fo \fhall the King greatly deſire your beauty, Plalm xly, 11, 
If your Ladyſhip be not changed (as Fee ye are not) I believe 
ye eſteem yourſelf to be of thoſe, whom God hath tried theſe 
many years, and refined as filver. But, Madam, I will ſhey 
your Ladyſhip a privilege that others want, and yt have, in 
this caſe: ſuch as are in proſperity, and are fatted with earthly 
Joys, and increaſed with children and friends, though the worl 
of God is indeed written to ſuch for their inſtruction ; yet to 
you who are in trouble, (ſpare me, Madam, to ſay this from 
whom the Lord hath taken many children, and whom he hath 
exerciſed otherwiſe,) there are ſome chapters, ſome particulu 
promiſes in the word of God, made, in a moſt ſpecial manner, 
which ſhould never have been yours, ſo as they now are, if ye 
had your portion in this life, as others: and therefore all the 
comforts, promiſes and mercies, God offereth to the afflicted, 
they are as many love-letters written to you; take them to you, 
Madam, and claim your right, and be not robbed. It is n 
ſmall comfort, that God hath written ſome ſcriptures to you, 
which he bath not written to others: ye ſeem rather in this to 
be envied than pitied; and ye are indeed in this like people ol 
another world, and thoſe that are above the ordinary rank of 
mankind, whom our King and Lord, our Bridegroom Jeſus, 
in his love-letter to his Well-beloved ſpouſe, hath named, be. 
fide all the reſt, and hath written comforts and his hearty cum- 
mendations, in the 56th of Iſaiah, verſe 4, 5. Pſalm cxlvil. 2 
3. to you: read theſe and the like, and think your God is lik? 
a friend, that ſendeth a letter to a whole houſe and family; but 
ſpeaketh in his letter to ſome by name, that are deareſt to hin 
in the houſe : ye are then, Madam, of the deareſt friends of tht 
Bridegroom ; if it were lawful, I would envy you, that Gol 
honoured you ſo above many of his dear children. Therefore, 
Madam, your part is, in this caſe (ſeeing God taketh nothin; 
from you, but that which he is to ſupply with his own preſence] 


to deſire your Lord to know his o'wn room, and to take it . 
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on him to come in, in the room of dead children: Jehovah, 

now thy own place, and take it to thee, is all you have to ſay. 

ladam, I pertuade myſelf, that this world is to you an uncouth 

ans; and that ye are like a traveller, who hath his bundle u- 

oon his back, and his ſtaff in his hand, and his feet upon the 

oor threſhold : go forward, honourable and. elect Lady, in 
he ſtreugth of your Lord, (let the world bide at home and 

Leep the houſe) with your face toward him, who longeth more 

for a ſight of you, than ye can do for him: ere it be long he 

il ſee us. 1 hope to ſee you laugh as chearfully after noon, 
ye have mourned before noon : the hand of the Lord be with 
ou in your journey. What have ye to do here? This is not 
jour mountain of reſt; ariſe then, and ſet your foot up the 
mountain: go up out of the wilderneſs leaning upon the 
boulder of your Beloved, Cant, viii. 5. If ye -knew the 
welcome that abideth you when ye come home, ye would 
haſten your pace; for ye ſhall ſee your Lord put up bis own 
holy hand to your face, and wipe all tears from your eyes; and 
| trow, then ye ſhall have ſome joy of heart. Madam, paper will- 
eth me to end before affection. Remember the eſtate of Zion; 
pray that Jeruſalem may be as Zechariah propheſied, chap. xii. 13. 
A berderſome flone for all, that whoſever boweth down to roll 
the ſtone out of the way, may hurt and break the joints of their 
back, and ſtrain their arms, disjoint their ſhoulder-blades z and 
prag Jehovah, that the ſtone may ly ſtill its own place, keep 
bondwith the Corner-ſtone, I hope it ſhall be ſo; he is a ſkill'd 
Maſter-builder who. laid it. I would, Madam, under great 
heavineſs be reſreſhed with to lines from your Ladyſhip, which 
| refer to your own wiſdom,” Madam, I would ſeem unduti- 
tul not to ſhew you, that great ſolicitarion*is made by the town 
of Kirkcudbright, for to have the uſe cf my poor labours a- 
mongſt them. If the Lord ſhall call, and his people cry, who 
an Ito reſiſt? But without his ſeen calling, and till the flock, 
#hom 1 now overſee, be planted with one, to whom I dare in- 
truſt Chriſt's ſpouſe ; gold nor filver, nor favour of men, [ 
hope, ſhall not looſe me. I leave your Ladyſhip, praying 
more earneſtly, for grace and mercy to be with you, and multi- 
plied upon you, here and hereafter, than my pen can expreſs. | 
the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit Fi 


A 


zut Kir teudbright, Tour Ladyſbip's at all obedience 

im | | * * in he Lord, 8. R. | | 
* CTT 
70 | . 

re, 14. Te my Lady K E NMU RE. 

ing Madam, | 


ce K ſaluted you, with grace and mercy from God 
our Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 long to 
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(ec your Ladyſhip, and to hear how it goeth with you, 100 
remember you, and preſent you and your neceſſities to hin 
who is able to keep you, and preſent you blamelets before hi 
face with joy: and my prayer to our Lord is, that ye may be 

ſick of love for him, who died of love for you; | mean, your 

Saviour Jeſus : and O tweet were that fickneis; to be foul.fick 

for him ! and a living death it were, to die in the fire of the love 

of that ſoul-lover, Jeius! And, Madam, if ye love him, ye 

will keep his commandments; and this is not one of the lea# 

to lay your neck chearfully and willingly. under the voke of Je 
ſus Chriſt: for, | truit, your Ladyſhip did firſt contraft and 
bergain with the 5on of God, to follow him upon theſe terms, 
that by his grace, ye thould endure hardihip, and ſuffer afflicti. 
on as the ſoldier of Chriſt; they are not worthy of Jeſus, who 
will not take a blow for their Maſter's ſake. For our glorious 
Peace maker, when he came to make np the friendlhip be. 
twixt God and us, God brnited him, and firuck him, the tin- 
ful world allo did beat him, and crucify him; yet he took but. 
fets of both the parties: and honour to our Lord Jeſus, he 
would not leave the held for all that, till he had made peate 
betwixt the parties. I perſuade myſelf, your fuferinps are but 
like your Saviour's, (yea, incomparabty leſs and lighter) which 
are called but a brutiing of his heel, Gen. iii, x F. @ wound fur 
from the heart. Your life is hid with Chrift in God, Col. iii 
3. And therefore ye cannot be robbed of it. Our Lord hand 
leth us, as fathers do their young children; they lay up jewel 
in a place above the reach ot the ſhort arm of bairns, elle bairns 
would put up their hands, and take them down, andlofe them 
foon : ſo hath our IJ. ord dope with our ſpiritual life; Jeſus 
Chriſt is the high cotjer, in the which our Lord hath hid our 
Fife z we children are not able to reach up our arm ſo high 28 to 
take down that life und lote it; it is in our Chriſt's hand: C, 
long, long way Jeſus be lord-keeper of out life! and happy art 


they that can, wich the apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. lay their foul in 


pawn in the hand of Jeſus; for he is able to keep that which 
is committed in pawn to him againſt that day. Then, Madan, 
10 long as this hite is not hurt, all other troubles are but touch- 
es in the heel : I trutt ye will ſoon be cured. Ye know, Madan, 
kiags have ſome ſervants in their courts, that receive not pre: 
tent wages in their hand, hut live upon their hopes: the Ring 
of kings alſo hath ſervants in his courtsy that for the preſen! 
t little or nothing, but the heavy croſs of Chriſt, troubſes 
without and terrors within; but they live upon hope; vi 
it co neth to the parting ot the inheritance, they remain in the 
nouſe as heirs: it is better to be ſo, than to get preſent pn. 
ment, and a portion in this life, an inheritance in this world; 
(Zdd forgive nc, Wat 1 ſhould honour it with the name of all 
| Inheritance, 
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jnheritance, it is rather a farm- room) and then in the end to be 
caſten out of God's houſe, with this word, Le have received 
your conſolation, ye will get no more. Alas what get they f 
{he rich glutton's heaven. O but our Lord, Luke xvi. mak - 
ech it a filly heaven ! he fared well (faith our Lord) and de- 
cately every day: Oh] no more? a ſilly heaven! truly no 
more, except that he was clothed in purple, and that is all. I 
perſuade myſelf, Madam, ye have joy, when ye think that 
your Lord hach dealt more graciouſly with your ſoul. Ye have 
gotten little in this life, it is true. indeed: ye have then the 
more to crave z yea, ye have all to crave : for, except ſome taſt- 
ings of the firſt fruits, and 1ome Kkitlings of his mouth, whom 
your ſoul loveth, ye get no more. But I cannot tell you whit 
is to come; yet I may ſpeak as our Lord doth of it: the foun- 
dation of the city is pure gold, clear as cryſtal; the twelve 
ports are ſet with precious [tones : if orchards and rivers com- 
mend a {oil upon earth, there is a paradiſe there, wherein grow- 
eth the tree of lite, that beareth twelve manner of fruits every 
month, which is ſevenſcore and four harveſts in the year; and 
there is there a pure river of water of life, proceeding out 
of the throne of God and of the Lamb: and the city hath 
no need of the light of the tun or moon, or of a candle; for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
Madam, belie*c and hope tor this, till ye fee and enjoy. Je- 
lus is ſaying in the goſpel, Come and ice; and he is come down 
in the chariot of truth, wherein he rideth through the world, 
to conquer mens fouls, Pfalm xlv. 4. and is now in the work 
laying, „Who wilt go with me? will ye go? My father will 
make you welcome, and give you houſe-room ; for in my Fa- 
ther's houle are many dwelling-places.' Madam, conſent to go 
Kith him. Thus 1 reſt, commending you to God's deareſt 
mercy, 1 
Anwith, « Yours in the Lord. 

|  Teſusy 8. R. 
HH ++ ++ +++ ++ +++-+++4+ ++4++þ +44 ++ 44+ +4 ++ ++ 
15. To my Lady K EN M U RE. 

Madan, h | 

Am afraid now (as many others are) that at the ſitting down 
of our parliament, our Lord Jeſus his ſpouſe thall be rough- 
ly handled: and it muſt be ſo, ſince falſe and declining Scot- 
land, whom our Lord took off the dunghill and out of het], 
and made a fair bride to himſelf, hath broken her faith to her 
ſweet Huſband, and hath pit on the forehead of a whore; and 
therefore he faith, he will remove. Wonld to God we cou. 
Hr up ourſelves to lay hold npon him, who, being high! pra- 
Wed with the handling he hath met with, i ready to dep:-:. 
e At; „ 
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Alas, we do not importune him, by prayer and ſy 


and the viſage of our Nazarites, ſometimes whiter than ſnoy, 


J am confident, Madam, that our Lord will yet build a ney 


Bridegroom cannot want a wife; can he live a widow? nay, 


is not broken; for the ſweet fingers of Chriſt our Lord ha 


2 
— > 
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o 
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| Pplication, 
to abide amongſt us! If we could but weep upon him, an, 
in the holy pertinacy of faith wreſtle with him, and ſay, We 
will not let thee go; it may be that then he, who is ealy to he 
intreated, would yet, notwithſtanding of our high provocati. 
ons, condeſcend to ſtay, and feed among the lilies, till tha 
fair and deſireable day break, and the ſhadows flee away, Ah! 
what cauſe of mourning is there, when pur gold is become dim, 


_ OO DE HT Lot 


is become blacker than a coal; and Levi's houſe, once comog:. 
able to fine gold, is now changed, and become like veflels in 
whom he hath no pleaſure ? Madam, think upon this, that = 
when our Lord, who hath his handerchief to wipe the face of 
the mourners in Zion, ſhall come to wipe away all tears fron 
their eyes, he may wipe yours alſo, in paſſing, amongſt other, 


buds ws Gy ry 


houſe to himſelf, of our rejected and ſcattered ſtones z for our 


he will embrace both us, the little young ſiſter, and the elder 
ſiſter, the church of the Jews: and there will yet be a day d 
it; and therefore we have cauſe.to rejoice, yea to ſing and 
thout for joy. The church hath been, ſince the world began, 
ever hanging by a ſmall thread, and all the hands of hell and 
of the wicked have been drawing at the thread-; but, God be 
thanked, they only break their arms by pulling, but the thread 


ſpun and twiſted it: Lord, hold the thread whole. Madan, 
{tir up your huſband, to lay hold upon the covenant, and to de 
good, What hath he to do with the world ? it is not his in. 
heritance : defire him to make home over, and put to his hand 
to lay one ſtone or two upon the wall of God's houſe, befor ll 
he go hence. I have heard alſo, Madam that your child is t. 
moved; but to have or want is beſt, as he pleaſeth. Wheti Wn 
ſhe be with yon, or in God's keeping, think it all one: ny 
think it the better of the two by far, that (he is with him. | 
truſt in our Lord, that there is ſomething laid up and kept for 
you; for our kind Lord, who hath wounded you, will not de 
ſo cruel, as not to allay the pain of your green wound; 
therefore claim Chriſt {till as your own, and own him as your 
One thing. So reſting, I recommend vour ILadyſhip, your 
ſoul and ſpirit, in pawn to him, who keepeth his Father's pavwhh 
and will make an account of them faithfully, even to that fair 
eſt amongſt the ſons of men, our ſweet Lord Jeſus, the feirth, 
the ſweeteſt, the moſt delicious Roſe of all his Father's gt 
field, The ſmell of that Roſe perfume your ſoul. 
Anwoth, April 1. Your Ladyſhip's in his fooeetef 
1033. Lerd: Jaſus, x 5 
; 16. 
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16. To my Lady K EN MU RE. 

Madam, 4 3 | 

Determined, and was deſirous alſo to have ſeen your Lady- 

ſhip, but becauſe of a pain in my arm. I could not. I know 
7 will not impute it to any unſuitable forgetfulneſs of your La- 
dyſhip, from whom, at my firſt entry to my calling in this 
this country, and fince alſo, 1 received ſuch comfort in my af- 
aiction, as, I truſt in God, never to forget it, and ſhall labour 
by bis grace to recompenſe it, the only way poſſible to me, and 
that is, by preſenting your ſoul, perſon, houſe, and all your 
neceſſities, in prayer to him, whole I hope ye are, and who is 
able to keep you till that day of appearance, and to preſent you 
before his face with joy. I am confident your Ladyſhip is go- 
ing forward, in the begun journey to your Lord and Father's 
home and kingdom; howbeit ye want not temptations within 
and without: and who among the ſaints hath ever taken that 
caſtle without ſtroke of ſword ? The chief of the houſe, our 
elder brother, our Lord Jeſus, not being excepted, who won 
his own houſe at home, due to him by birth,” with much blood 
and many blows. Your. Ladyſhip hath the more need to look 
to yourlelf, becauſe our Lord hath placed you higher than the 
reſt, and your way to heaven lyeth —_— a more wild and 
waſte wilderneſs, than the way of many of your fel'ow-travel- 
lers; not only through the midſt of this wood of thorns, the 
cumberſome world, but alſo through theſe dangerous paths, the 
vain glory of it: the conſideration whereof hath often moved 
me to pity your ſoul, and the ſoul of your worthy and noble 
huſband, And it js more to you to win heaven, being ſhips of 
greater burden, and in the main fea, than for little veſſels, that 
are not {9 much in the mercy and reverence of the ſtorms ; be- 
cauſe they may come quietly to their port by launching alongſt 
the coaſt: for the which cauſe ye do much, if in the midſt of 
ſuch a tumult of buſineſs, and crowd of temptations, ye ſhalt 
give Chriſt Jeſus his own court, and his own due place in your 
joul. I kuow and am perſuaded, that that lovely One Jeſus is 


rour Well-beloved, and the Standard-bearer among ten thou- 
ſand, Cant. v. 10. And it becometh him full well to take the 
place, and the board-head in your ſoul, before all the world. 
| knew and ſaw him with you in the furnace of aflition : for 
there he wooed you to himſelf, and choſe you to be his; and 
now he craveth no hire of you but your love, and that he get 
no cauſe to be jealous of you. And therefore, dear and worth 

Lady, be like to the freſh river, that keepeth its own freth taſte 
in the ſalt-ſea. This world is not worthy of your ſoul : give it 
nota good-day, when Chriſt cometh in competition with it. 
Be like one of another country: home and ſtay not; for the 


{un 
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dearer to you than many kingdoms; and that ye eſteem him 
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inn is fallen low, and nigh the tops of the mountains, and the 
{hadows are ſtretched our in great length. Linger not by the 
way: the world and fin would train you on, and make you turn 
alide ; leave not the way for them, and the Lord Jeſus be at 
the voyage]! Madam, many eyes are upon you, and many would 
de glad your Ladyſhip fhould ſpill a Chriſtian, and mar a good 
profeſſor. Lord Jeſus mar theit godleſs deſires, and keep the 
confcience whole without 2 crack | It there be a hole in it, ſo 
that it take in water at a leak, it will with difficulty mend 4. 
gain. It is a dainty delicate creature, ani a rare piece of the 
workmanthip of your Maker ; and therefore deal gently with 
it, and keep it entire, that, amidit this world's glory, your 


Ladyſhip may learn to entertain Chriſt ; and whatſoever crea. 


ture your Ladyſhip findeth not to tmell of him, it may have 
no better reliſh to you than the white of an egg. Madam, 
it is a part of the truth of your profeſſion, to drop words in the 
ears of your noble huſband continually, of eternity, judgment, 
death, hell, heaven, the honourable profeilion, the fins of his 
father's houſe ; he muſt reckon with God for his father's debt: 
forgetting of accounts payeth not debt; nay, the intereſt of a 
forgotten bond runneth up with God, to intereſt upon intereſt, 
I know, he looketh homeward, and loveth the truth; but ! 
pity him, with my ſoul, becauſe of his many temptations ; 5a» 
tan layeth upon men a burden of cares above a load, and mak- 
eth a pack-horſe of men's fouls, when they are wholly ſet upon 
this world. We owe the devil no ſuch ſervice ; it were wiſdom 
to throw off that load into a mire, and caſt all our cares over u- 
pon God. Madam, think ye have no child; tublcribe a bond 
to your Lord, that ſhe ſhall be his, if he rake her; and thanks 
and praiſe and glory to his holy name, hall be the intereſt for 
a year's loan of her. Look for crofſes; and while it is fair 
weather, mend the ſails of the thip. Now hoping your Lady- 
ſhip will pardon my tediouſneſs, I recommend your ſoul and 
perſon in the grace and mercy of our tweet Lord Jeſus, in 
whom Jam 7 
Anwoth, Nov. 15, Your Ladyſbip's at all dutiful obedience 
1633. ö Yb 1 C57, 8. R. 
22222 2 7 


8. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, 


AVING received a letter from ſome of the worthieſt of 

the miniſtry in this kingdom, the contents whereof [ am 
delired to communicate to ſuch proteflors in theſe parts, as 

know, love the beauty of Zion, and are afflicted to ſee the 
Lord's vineyard trodden under foot by the wild boars out 0 

the wood, who lay it waſte; I could not but allo deſire your 


7 . . - * ® * y t 
LAAy ſhip's help, to join with the reſt, deliring you to pH, 
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i to my Lord your huſband ; and if ye think it needful, 1 
hall write to his Lordſhip, as Mr. G. G. ſhall advertife me. 
Know therefore, that the beſt affected of the miniſtry have 
thought it convenient and neceſſary, at fuch a time as this, that 
all who love the truth ſhould join their prayers together, and 
cry to God with humiliation and faſting : the times which are 
agreed upon, are the firſt two ſabbaths of February next, and 
the ſix days interveening betwixt theſe ſabbaths, as they may 
conveniently be had, and the firſt fabbath of every quarter: and 
me cauſes, as they are written to me, are theſe; 1. Befides the 
aiſtreſſes of the reformed churches abroad, the many reigning 
ans of uncleannefs, ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs in this 
und; the preſent judgments on the land, and many more hang- 
ing over us, whereof few are ſenfible, or yet know the right 
zd true caule of them. 2. The lamentable and pitiful eſtate 
da glorious church (in fo thort a time, againſt ſo many bonds) 
n dodrine, facrament and diſcipline, fo fore perſecuted, in the 
perſons of faithſul paſtors and profeſſors, and the door of God's 
houſe kept ſo ſtrait, by baſtard-porters, in fo much that wor- 
thy inſtruments, able for the work, are held at the door; the 
rulers having turned over religion into policy, and the multi- 
tude ready to receive any religion that ſhall be enjoined by au- 
thority. 3. In our humiliation, beſides that we are under a 
neceflity of deprecating God's wrath, and vowing to God ſin- 
cerely new obedience ; the weakneſs, coldneſs, filence and luke- 


of profefiors, who have ſuffered the truth both fecretly to be 
ſtolen away, and openly to be plucked from us, would be con- 
A keſſed. 4. Atheiſm, idolatry, profanity, and vanity would be 
- tonfeſſed; our king's heart recommended to God; and God 
 Wentreated, that he would ſtir up the nobles and people to turn 
. from their evil ways. Thus, Madam, hoping that your Lady- 
ni vin join with others, that ſuch a work be not ſlighted 
aa ip wilt Joi: a „ that fuch a 1 e not lighted at 
5 ſuch a neceſſary time, when our kirk is at the overturning, 1 
vill promiſe to myſelf your help, as the Lord in ſecreſy and pru- 
N dence hall enable you, that your Lady ſhip may rejoice with the 
R. Lord's people, when deliverance fhall come: for true and ſin- 
+. Wc humiliation come always ſpeed with God ; and when au- 
thority, king, court, and church-men oppofe the truth, what 
other armour have we but prayer and faith? whereby if we 
vreſtle with him, there is ground to hope, that thoſe who 


burt their back, and the ſtone ſhall not be moved, at leaſt not 
removed, Zen, xii. 3. Grace, grace be with you, from him 
vho hath called you to the inheritance of the faints in light. 
Anwoth, Jan. 23. Your Ladyſbip's at all ſubmifive obedience 
1034. n his ſweet Lord Feſus, 8. R. 


13 To 


warmneſs of tome of the beſt of the miniſtry, and the deadneſs | 


ould remove the burdenſome ſtone out of its place, ſhall but 
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18. To my Lady KENMURE. 
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LL ſubmiſſive and dutiful obedience in our Lord Jeſus re. 

membered ; I truſt I need not much intreat,your Lady. 
ſhip. to look to him, who hath ſtricken you at this time; but 
my duty, in the memory of that comfort I found in your Lady. 
ſhip's kindneſs, when I was no leſs heavy, in a caſe not unlike 
that, ſpeaketh to me, to ſay ſomething now; and I wich! 
could eaſe your Ladyſhip at leaſt with words: I am perſuaded, 

our Phyſician will not {lay you, but purge you; and ſeeing he 
calleth himſelf the Chirurgion, who maketh the wound and 
bindeth it up again (for to lance a wound, 1s not to kill, but to 
cure the patient) Deut. xxxii. 30. 1 Sam. ii. 6. Job vi. 18. Hol, 
vi. 1. I believe, faith will teach you to kiſs a ſtriking Lord, 
and ſo acknowledge the ſovereignty of God (in the death of x 
child) to be above the power of us mortal men, who may pluck 
up a flower in the bud, and not be blamed for it: if our dear 
Lord pluck up one of his roſes, and pull down four and green 
fruit before harveſt, who can challenge him? For he ſendeth us 
to his world, as men to a market, wherein ſome ſtay many 
hours, and eat and drink, and buy and fell, and paſs through 
the fair, till they be weary ; and ſuch are thoſe who live long, 
and get a hearty fill of this life: and others again come flipping 
in to the morning market, and do neither fit nor ſtand, nor buy 
nor ſell, but look about them a little, and paſs preſently home 
again; and theſe are infants and young ones, who end their 
ſhort market in the morning, and get but a ſhort view of the 


fair. Our Lord who hath numbered man's months, and ſet 


him bounds that he cannot paſs, Job xiv. 5. hath written the 
length of our market; ani it is eatier to complain of the decree, 
than to change it. I verily believe, when I write this, your 
Lord hath taught your Ladythip to lay your hand on your mouth: 
but I ſhall be far from deſiring your Ladyſhip or any others to 
caſt by a croſs, like an old uſeleſs bill, that is only for the fire; 
but rather would wiſli, each croſs were looked in the face ſeven 
times, and were read over and over again. It is the meſſenger 
of the Lord, and ſpeaks ſomething; and the man of underſtand- 
ing will hear the rod, and him that hath appointed it: try what 
is the taſte of the Lord's cup, and drink with God's bleſſing, 
that ye may grow thereby. I truſtin God, whatever ſpeech it 
utter to your ſoul, this is one word in ft, Job v. 17. Behold, 
bleſſed is the man whom God correFeth : and that it faith to you, 
ye are from home while here; ye are not of this world, as your 
Redeemer Chriſt, was not of this world, There is ſomething 
keeping for you, which is worth the having. All that is here 
is condemned to die, to paſs away like a ſnow ball before a ſum- 


mer- ſun; and ſince death took firſt poſſeſſion of ſomething ol 


yours, 
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yours, it hath been and daily it creeping nearer to yourſelf, how- 
beit with no noiſe of feet. Your huſbandman and Lord bath 
lopped off ſome branches already, the tree itſelf is to be tranſ- 
planted to the high garden; in a good time be it, our Lord rip- 
en your Ladyſhip. All theſe croſſes (and indeed when I rem- 
ember them, they are heavy and many, peace, peace be the end 
of them) are to make you white and ripe for the Lord's harveſt- 
book. { have ſeen the Lord weaning you from the breaſts 'of 
"Ml this world: it was never his mind, it ſhould be your patrimo- 
ny, and God be thanked for that; ve look the liker one of the 
heirs : let the moveables go, why not? they are not yours : 
2 Wl faſten your gripes upœ the heritage: and our Lord Jeſus make 
the charters ſure, and give your Ladyſhip to grow as 2 palm- 
tree on God's mount Zion; howbeit ſhaken with winds, yet the 
root is faſt, This is all I can do, to recommend your caſe to 
your Lord, who hath you written upon the palms of his hand. 
f I were able to do more, your Ladyſhip may believe me, that 
n gladly I would.” Itruſt ſhortly to ſee your Ladyſhip. Now he 
who bath called you, confirm and eſtabliſh your heart in grace 
unto the day of the liberty of the ſons of God. 
| Ardwel, April 29. Your Ladyſbip's at all ſubmiſſive obedi- 
1634. . ence in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
bib ppppp+-++ppp ppp +++ 


19. To my Lady KENMU R E. 
My very noble and worthy Lady, | 


O oft as I call to mind the comforts, that I myſelf, a poor 
triendleſs ſtranger, received from your Ladyſhip here in a 
ſtrange, part of the country, when the Lord took from me the 
gelight of mine eyes, as the word ſpeaketh, Ezek. xxiv. 16. 
(which wound is not yet fully healed and cured.) I truſt your 
Lord {hall remember that, and give you comfort now, at ſuch 
a time as this, wherein your deareſt Lord hath made you a wi- 
dow, that ye may be a free woman for Chriſt, who is now ſuit- 
ng for marriage-love of you; and therefore, ſince you ly alone 
m your bed, let Chriſt be as a bundle of myrrh, to fleep and ly 
al the night betwixt your breaſts, Cant. i. 13. and then your 
bed is better filled than before: and ſeeing, among all crofles 
lpoken of in our Lord's word, this giveth you a particular right 
o make God your huſband, (which was not ſo yours, 
while your huſband was alive) read God's mercy out of this vi- 
tation, And albeit I muſt out of ſome experience ſay, the 
mourning for the huſband of your youth be by God's own mouth 
the heavieſt worldly ſorrow, Joel i. 8. and though this be the 
m- © 8Þtieſt burden that ever lay upon your back, yet ye know 
* (When the fields are emptied, and your huſband now aſleep in 
irs Lord) if ye {hall wait upon as who kideth his face for a while, 
& % that 
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that it lyeth upon God's honour and truth to fill the field, and 
to be a huſband to the widow: fee and conlider then what ye 
have loſt, and how little it is. Therefore, Madam, let me en. 
treat you in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, and by the comforts of 
his Spirit, and your appearance before him, let God, and men 
and angels now fee what is in you: the Lord hath pierced the 
veſſel, it will be known whether there be in it wine or water: 
tet your faith and patience be ſeen, that it may be known your 
only beloved firſt and laſt hath been Chriſt : and therefore nov, 
ware your whole love upon him; he alone is a ſuitable object 
for your love and all the aJeCtions of your ſoul. God hath dried 
up one channel of your love, by the remaral of your huſband: 
let now that ſpeat run upon Chriſt : your Lord and Lover hath 
gracionſly taken out your huſband's name, and your name, out 
of the fummons, that are raiſed, at the inſtance of the terrible 
 ſin-revenging Judge of the world, againſt the houfe of Ken- 
mure: and I dare fay that God's hammering of you from your 
Fo is only to make you a fair carved ſtene, in the upper 

ich temple of the New Jeruſalem. - Your Lord never thought 
this world's vain painted glory a gift worthy of you ; and there- 
fore would not beſtow it on you, becauſe he is to propine you 
with a better portion: let the moveables go; the inheritance is 
yours. Ye are a child of the houſe, and joy is laid up for you; 
it is long in coming, but not the worſe for that. I am now ex- 
pectinę to fee, and that with joy and comfort, that which | 
hoped of you, ſince I knew you fully; even that ye have laid 
ſuch ſtrength upon the holy One of Iſrael, that ye defy tros- 
bles ; and that your ſoul is a caſtle that may be beſieged, but 
cannot be taken. What have you to do here? This world 
never looked like a friend upon you: ye owe it little love, it 
looked ever ſour like upon you; howbeit ye ſhould woe it, i! 
will not match with you; and therefore never ſeek warm fire 
under cold ice. This is not a field where your bappineſs grow- 
eth; it is up above, where Rev. vii. 9. there are a great mul. 
titude, which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongnes, ſtanding before the throne and be- 
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands: what ye could never get here, ye ſhall find there. And 
withal conſider, how in all theſe trials, {and truly they have 
been many) your Lord hath been looſing you at the root from 
periſhing things, and hunting after you, to gripe your foul 
Madam, for the Son of God's fake, let him not miſs his gripe, 
but ſtay and abide in the love of God, as Jude faith, ver. 21: 
Now, Madam, I hope your I ady{hip will take theſe lines m 
good part; and wherein I have fallen ſhort and failed to your 
Ladyſhip, in not evidencing what I was obliged ro your more 


thau undeſerved love aud reipect, I requeſt for a full pardon 2 
Its 
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. Again, my dear and noble Lady, let me heſeech yon to lift 

up your head, for the day of your redemption draweth near: 

and remember, that ſtar that ſhined in Galloway is now ſhining 

in another world. Now I pray that God may anſwer his own 

tile to your ſoul; and that he may be to you the God of all con- 

ſolations. Thus I remain | on 

Anwoth, Sept. 14. Your L adyſhip's at all dutiful obedience 

1634. in the Lord, 8. R. 


| 20. To my Lad) K ENMURE. 

Madam, be | 
Lt dutiful obedience in our Lord remembered ; I know 
ye are now near one of thoſe ſtraits, in which ye have 
been before: but becauſe your outward comforts are fewer, I 
pray him, whoſe ye are, to ſupply what ye want, another way: 
f:r howbeit we cannot win to the bottom of, his wiſe providence, 
who ruleth all;“ yet it is certain, this is not only good, which 
the Almighty hath done, but it is beſt :_ and he hath reckoned 
all your ſteps to heaven; and if your Ladyſhip were through 
this water, there are the fewer behind; and if this were the 
liſt, I hope your Ladyſ;ip hath learned by on- waiting to make 
your acquaintance with death, which being, to the Lord, the 
woman's Seed, Jeſus, only a bloody heel, and not a broken 
head, Gen. iii. 15. cannot be iN to his friends, who get far leſs 
of death than himſelf. Therefore, Madam, ſeeing ye know not 
but the journey is ended, and ye are come to the water- ide, in 


God's wiſdom, look all your papers and your counts, and whe- 


ther ye be ready to receive the kingdom of heaven as alittle child, 
mn whomthere is little haughtineſs and much humility. 1 would 
be far from diſcoures ging your Ladythip 3 but there is an abſo- 
le necefiity, that, near eternity, we look ere we leap, ſeeing 
no man winneth back again to mend his leap. Iam conti- 


dent your Ladyſhip thinketh often upon it, and that your old 


Guide ſhall go before you and take your hand: his love to you 
vill not grow four, nor wear out of date, as the love of men, 
which groweth old and gray-haired often before themſelves. Ye 
bare ſo much the more reaſon to love a better life than this, be- 
czuſe this world hath been to you a cold fire, with little heat 
to the body, and as little light, and much ſmoke to hurt the 
eyes. But, Madam, your Lord would have you thinking it 
but dry breaſts, full of wind, and empty of food. In this late 


rilitation that hath befallen your Ladyſhip, ye have ſeen Con's 


lore and care, in fuch a meaſure, that I thought, our Lord 
brake the ſharp point off the croſs, and made us and your L1- 
ip fee Chriſt take poſſeſſion, and infefiment upon earth of 
u, Who is now reigning and triumphing with the hundr-4 
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and forty-four thouſand, who ſtand with the Lamb on 
mount Zion. I know, the ſweeteſt of it is bitter to you; but 
your Lord will not give you painted croſſes: he pareth not all the 
bitterneſs from the croſs, neither taketh he the ſharp edge quite 
from it; then it ſhould be -of your wailing,. and not of his, 
which ſhould hare as little reaſon in it, as it ſhould have profit 
for us. Only, Madam, God commandeth you now to believe, 
and caſt anchor in the dark night, and climb up the mountain: 
he who hath called you, eſtabliſh you and confirm you to the 
end. I had a purpoſe to have viſited your Ladyſhip ; but when 
I thought better upon it, the truth is, I cannot fee what my 
company could protit you: and this hath broken off my pur. 
poſe, and no other thing. I know many honourable friends 
and worthy profeſſors will ſee your Ladyſhip; and that the Son 
of God is with you, to whole love and mercy, from my foul, ! 

recommend your Ladyſhip, and remain 
Anwoth, Nov. 29. Your Lady/hip's at all dutiful obedience 
1634. 132 his fageet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


21. To my Lay KENMURE. 
Madam, - | | 


Y humble obedience in the Lord remembered. Know, 
M it hath pleaſed the Lord, to let me ſee, by all appear 
ance, my labours in God's houſe here are at an end; and I muſt 
no learn to ſuffer, in the which I am a dull ſcholar. By a 

ſtrange providence, fome of my papers, anent the corruptions 
of this time, are come to our king's hand: I know by the wile 
and well-affected, I ſhall be cenſured, as not wiſe nor circum- 
ſpect enough; but it is ordinary, «that that ſhould. be a part 
of the croſs of thoſe who ſuffer for him; yet I love and pardo 
the inſtrument: | would commit my lite te him, howbeit by 
him this hath befallen me; but I look higher than to him. | 
make no queſtion of your Ladyſhip's love and care to do whi 
ye can for my help; and I am-perſuaded that in my adverſitic 
your Ladyſhip will wiſh me well. I ſeek no other thing, bu 
that my Lord mey be honoured by me, in giving a'teſtimonſ 
J was willing to do him more ſervice y but ſeeing he will habe 
no more of my labours, and this land will thruſt me out, | 
pray for grace to learn to be acquaint with miſery, if I may g' 
Tſo rough a name to fuch a mark of thoſe wlio ſhall be crowne 
with Chriit : and howbeit Iwill poſſibly prove a faint-heart® 


unwiſe man in that, yet I dare ſay, I intend otherwiſe : and! 
d-fire not to go on the lee- ſide or funny-fide of religion, to pn 
truth betwixt me and a ſtorm; my Saviour did not fo for m- 


wid 


1. ] ́＋d . rs 


cho in his ſuffering took the windy-ſide of the hill. No fur- 
ther, but the Son of God be with you. 


333 


Auth, Dec, 5. 51 Your Ladyſhip's in the Lord 
6, 10451 3+.1on Jeſus, 8. R. 
PP 
m Tos my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, OED | 


Received your Ladyſhip's letters from J. G. I thank our 
Lord, ye are as well, at leaſt, as one may be, who is not 
come home: it is a mercy, in this ſtormy ſea, to get a ſecond 
wind z for none of the ſaints get a firſt, but they muſt take the 
winds, as the Lord of the ſeas cauſeth them to blow; and the 
inn, as the Lord and Maſter of the inns hath ordered it: if 
contentment- were here, heaven were not heaven, Whoever 
ſeek the world to be their bed, ſhall at beſt find it ſhort and ill 
made, and a ſtone under their ſide to hold them waking, ra- 
ther than a ſoft pillow to ſleep upon. Ye ought to bleſs your 
Lord, that it is not worſe : we live in a ſea, where many have 
ſufferad ſhip-wreck, and have need that Chriſt fit at the helm 
of the ſhip. It is a mercy to win to heaven, though with much 
hard toil and heavy labour, and to take it by violence, ill and 
well as it may be: better go ſwimming and wet through our 
waters, than drown. by the way; eſpecially now when truth 
ſuffereth, and great men bid Chriſt fit lower and coutract him- 
{elf in leſs bounds, as if he took too much room. I expect our 
new Prelate ſhall try my fitting, I hang by a thread, but it is 
(it I may ſpeak fo) of Chriſt's ſpinning : there is no quarrel 
more honeſt or honourable, than to ſuffer for truth ; but the 
worſt is, that this kirk is like to ſink, and all her lovers and 
friends ſtand afar off, and none mourn for her. But the Lord Je- 
ſus will not be put out of his conqueſt ſo ſoon, in Scotland : it 
will be ſeen, the kirk and truth will riſe again within three days, 
and Chriſt again ſhall ride upon his white horſe ; howbeit his 
horſe ſeem now to ſtumble, yet he cannot fall: the fulneſs of 
Chriſt's harveſt in the end of the earth is not yet come in. I 
ſpeak not this, becauſe I would have it ſo, but upon better 
grounds than my naked liking. But enough of this fad ſubject. 
l long to be fully aſſured of your Ladyſhip's welfare, and that 
your ſoul proſpereth, eſpecially now in your ſolitary life, when 
jour comforts outward are few, and when Chriſt hath you for 
the very uptaking. I know his love to you is ſtill running o- 
ver, and his love hath not ſo bad a memory as to forget you 
and your dear child, who hath two Fathers in heaven, the one 
the Ancient of days. I truſt in his mercy, be hath ſomething 
ud up for him above, however jt may go with him here. 1 
aow it is long ſince your Ladyſhip ſaw this world turned your 


2 ſtep- 
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ſtep- mother, and did forſake you. Madam, ye have reaſon 10 
take in goood part a lean dinner and ſpare diet, in this life 

ſeeing your large ſupper of the Lamb's preparing will recom. 
pence all: let it go, which was never your's, but only in light 

not in property : the time of your loan will wear ſhorter ind 
ſhorter, and time is meaſured to you by ounce weights: and 
then I know, your hope ſhall be a full ear of corn, and not 
blaſted with wind: it may be your joy, that your anchor i 
up within the vail, and that the ground it is caſt upon, is not 
falſe, but firm. God hath done his part: I hope ye will not 
deny to fiſh and fetch home all your love to himſelf; and it is 
but too narrow and ſhort for him, if it were more : if ye were 
before pouring all your love (if it had been many gallons more) 
in upon your Lord, if drops felt by in the in-pouring, he for. 
giveth you: he hath done now all that can be done, to win be- 
yond it all, and hath left little to woo your love from himſelf, 
except one only child : what is his purpoſe herein, he knoweth 
beſt, who hath taken your ſoul in tutoring. Your faith may 
be boldly charitable of Chriſt, that, however matters go, the 
wortt {hall be a tired traveller, and a joy ful and ſweet welcome- 
home. The back of your winter night is broken : look to the 
eaſt, the day ſky is breaking; think not that Chriſt loſeth time, 
or lingereth uaſuitably. O fair, fair and ſweet morning! We 
are but as ſea-paſſengers; if we look right, we are upon our 
country coaſt ; our Redeemer is faſt coming, to take this old 
worm-eaten world, like an old moth-eaten garment, in his two 
hands, and to roll it up, and lay it by him. Theſe are the laſt 
days, and in oath is given, Rev. x. by God himſelf, that time 
{ſhall be no more: and when time itſelf is old and gray-haired, it 
were good we were away. Thus Madam, ye ſee I am as my 


cuſtom is, tedious in my lines; your Ladyſhip will pardon it. 


The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. FORE 
Anwoth, Fan. 18. Your Ladyſbig's at all obedience 
e 1 Chrift, 8. R. 
23. To my Lady K EN MUR E. 
Madam, ene ee 
Caunot find a time for writing ſome things I intended on Job, 
I have been ſo taken up with the broils, that we are incum- 
bered with in our calling: for Prelates will have us either to 
ſwallow our light over, and digeſt it, contrary to our ſtomachs, 
howbeit we ſhould vomit our conſcience and all, in this trou- 
bleſome conformity z or then he will try if deprivation can con- 
vert us to the ceremonial faith. I write to your Ladythip, Ma- 
dam, not as diſtruſting your affection, or willingneſs to help me. 
as your Ladythip is able by yourſelf or others, but to advertiſz 
von, that I haug oy a {tall thread: for our learned. Preſate, 
Do CAMC 
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becauſe we cannot ſee with his eyes, ſo far in a mill-ſtone, as 
his light doth, will not follow his Maſter, meek Jeſus, who 
waited upon the wearied and ſhort-breathed in the way to hea- 
den: and where all fee not alike, and foine are weaker, he car- 
i-th the lambs in his boſom, and leadeth gently thoſe that are 
ith young. But we mult either ſee all the evil of ceremonies 
A de but as indifferent ſtraws, or {uffer no leſs than to be caſten 
out of the Lord's inheritance. Madam, If I had time, I would 
write more at length; but your Ladythip will pardon me, till a 
utter occaſion. Grace be with you and your child, and bear 
you company to your beſt home. . ee 
þ Anwath, Fune 3, Your Ladyſhip*s 44 his feveet 
1636. | Lord eſus, S. R 


24 To EARLSTOUN der. 

Much honoured Sir, | 
Have heard of the mind and malice of your adverſaries a- 
gainſt you! it is like they will extend the law they have, 


i is a great part of your glory, that the cauſe is not yours, but 
vour Lord's whom ye ſerve: and I doubt not, but Chriſt will 
count it his honour, to back his weak ſervant; and it were a 
{ame for him (with reverence to his holy name) that he ſhould 
{uffer himſelf to be in the common of ſuch a poor man as ye 
are, and that ye ſhould give out for him, and not get in again: 
write up your disburſements for your Maſter Chrift, and keep 
the count what ye give out, whether name, credit, goods, or 
life, and ſuſpend your reckoning till nigh the evening ; and re- 
member that a poor weak fervant of Chriſt wrote it to you, ye 
ſhall have Chriſt, a King, caution for your incomes and all 
your loſſes. Reckon not from the forenoon : take the word of 
God for your warrant, and for Chriſt's act of cautionry, how- 
beit body, life and goods go for Chriſt your Lord, and though 
re ſhould loſe the bead for him; yet, Luke xxi. 18. Here /hall 
not one Fair of your head periſh, verſe 1 9. In patience therefore 
b, your foul. And becauſe ye are the firſt man in Galloway 
called out, and queſtioned for the name of Jeſus, his eye hath 
b. Wl been upon you, as upon one whom he deſigned to be among 
m- bis witneſſes. Chriſt hath {aid, Alexander Gordon thall lead 

the ring, in witneſſing a good confeſſion; and therefore he 
bs, WW bath put the garland of ſuffering for himſelf firſt upon your 


u- bead: think yourſelf ſo much the more obliged to him, and 
on- fear not; for he layeth his right-hand on your head. He who 
— 


dead and is alive will plead your cauſe, and will look attentive- 
| ly upon the procels from the beginning to the end: and the Spirit 
i\: Hof glory ſhall reſt upon you, Rev. ti. 10 Fear none of theſe things 
Which thou frat fiffer : behald the devil all caff {are of yet inte 


prifon 


in leagth and breadth, anſwerable to their heat of mind; but | 
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priſon, that ye may be tried, and ye fhall have tribulation ten day 

Be thou faithful unto the death, and-I will give thee the crown of life." 

This lovely One Jeſus, who alſo became the Son of man, that he 

might take ſtrokes for you, write the croſs-{weetening and ſoul. 
ſupporting ſenſe of theſe words in your heart: -'Theſe rumbling 

wheels of Scotland's ten days tribulation are under his looks, } 

who hath ſeven eyes. Take an houſe on your head, and flip 
yourſelf by faith under Chriſt's wings, till the ſtorm be over: 

and remember, when they have drunk us down, Jerufalem 

will be a cup of trembling and of poiſon, Zech. xii. 2. They 

ſhall be fain to vomit out the ſaints ; for Judah, ver. 6. fall le 

. an hearth of fire in a ſheaf, and they ſhall devour all the people round 
about, on the right hand, and on the left. Wo to Zion's enemies, 

they have the worſt of it: for we have a writ for the victory. Sir, 

ye were never honourable till now: this is your glory, that 

Chriſt hath put you in the roll with bimſelf, and the reſt of the 
witneſſes, who are come out of great tribulation, and have, 
waſhed, their garments, and made them white in the blood of? 

the Lamb. Be not caſt down, for what the ſervants of Anti. 

chriſt caſt in your teeth, That ye are a head to, and favourer 

of the Puritans, and leader to that ſect. If your; conſcience 

ſay, Alas, here is much din and little done, (as the proverb i) 

becauſe ye have not done ſo much ſervice to Chriſt that way u 

ye might and ſhould : take courage from that ſame-temptation; 

for your Lord Chriſt looketh upon that very challenge, as a 
kungering deſire in you to have done far more than ye did; and 

that filleth up the blank, and he will accept of what ye have 

done in that kind. If great men be kind to you, I pray you 

_ overlook them; if they ſmile on you, Chriſt but borroweth 

|| their face, to ſmile through them upon his afflicted ſervant: 
know the Well-head; and for all. that, learn the way to the 
Well itſelf. Thank God that Chriſt came to your houſe in 
your abſence, and took with him ſome of your children: be 
preſumeth that much on your love, that ye would not offend; 
and howbeit he ſhould take reſt, he cannot come upon you 
wrong ſide: 1 queſtion not, if they were children of gold, but 
ye think them well beſtowed upon him. Expound two rods on 
you, one in your houſe at home, another on your own perlo! 
abroad: love thinketh no evil, if ye were not Chriſt's whe 
appointed to be bread in his houſe, he would not grind you 
But keep the middle tine, neither deſpiſe nor faint, Heb: x. 
6. Ye ſee your Father is homely with you: ſtrokes of a fathe 
evidence kindneſs and care; take them ſo. I hope your Lori 
hath manifeſted himſelf to you, and ſuggeſted theſe or mor 
choice thoughts about his dealing with you: we are uſing ot 


weak moyen and credit for you, up at our own court; - " 
ow, 
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low, we pray the king to hear us, and the Son of man to ge 
de for ſide with you, and hand in hand, in tlie fiery oven, and 
o quicken and encourage your unbelieving heart; when ye. 
Iroop and deſpond. Sir, to the honour of Chriſt be it fald, 
yy faith goeth with my pen now: 1 am preſentiy believing” 
briſt ſhall bring you out. Truth in Scotland ſhalt Keep the 
town of the cauſeway yet; the ſaints ſhall ſee religion go na- 
ed at noon- day, free from ſhame and fear of men: we hall di- 
ide Shechem, and ride upon the high places of Jacob. Re- 
ember my obliged reſpects and love to my Lady Kenmure and 
der ſweet child. 2 | | 12288 | . =— 
Anwath, July 6. | Yours ever in bis fert 
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25. To the Viſcounteſs of KENMURE. _ 
Madam, E 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: I know ye are near 


- 


of many comforters, and that the promiſed Comforter is near 
i- Wt band alſo; yet, becauſe 1 found your Ladyſhip comfortable 
er 


o myſelf, in my ſad days, that are not yet over my head, it is 
y part, and more in many reſpects (howbeit I can, do little, 


ved knoweth, in that Kind) to ſpeak to you in your wilderneſs 
„pt. I know, dear and noble Lady, this loſs of your dear child 
nige upon you, one piece and part of it after another: and 
al 


at you was looking for'it, and that now the Almighty hath 
rought on you that which ye feared; and that your Lord gave 
ave ou lawful warning: and I hope for his fake, who brewed and 
jou Walked this cup in heaven, ye will gladly drink, and ſalute and 
ett Welcome the croſs. I am ſure, it is not your Lord's mind to 
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"ts of God, to ſay, Chriſt had never ſuch a croſs as mine, he 
d0 BEGS never a dead child, and ſo this is not his crols, neither 
17 can 


nt ed vou with judgment and wormwood, and to give you wa- 

tber of gall to drink, Ezek, xxxiv. 16. Jer. ix. 15. I know, | 
aur cup is ſugared with mercy ;/ and kbit kite withering of the 

beg oom, the flower, even the white and red worldly joys, is for 

dio other end, butts buy out at the grauſid the reverfion of our 
oer and love. Madam, ſubſcribe to the Almighty's will; put f 
but our hand to the pen, and tet the croſs of your Lord Jeſus i 
5 olive your ſubmiſſive and refolute AMEN. If ye aſk and tro | 
rlo0Wboſe this croſs is? 1 dare ſay, it is not all your own, the beſt 

hen of it is Chriſt's; then'your 'crofs is no born-baſtard, but 

vou. fully begotten, it ſprang not out of the duſt, Job v. 6. If 

brit and ye be halvers of this ſuffering, and he ſay, half- mine, | | 
t bet What ſhould ail you? And I am here right upon the ſtile of the 
Lon Word of God, Phil. ii. 10. the fellowthip of Chriſt's ſuffer- \ 
motees, Col. i. 29. the remnant of the afflictions of Chriſt, i 
＋ leb. xi, 28. reproach of Chriſt. It were but to ſhiſt the com- | 
8 V 7 


can he in that meaning be the owner of this croſs: but [ hope, 


Chriſt when he married you, married you and. all the croffes 


and wae-hearts that follow vom; and the word maketh no ex. 
ception, Iſa. Ixiti. 9. In all their afflictions he was afflicted: 
then Chriſt bore the firſt ſtroke of this crofs, it rebounded of 
him on upon you, and ye get it at the ſecond hand, and ye and 


he are halvers in it: and I believe, for my pirt, he mindeth; 


to diſtil heaven out of this loſs, and all others rhe like; for wil. 
dom deviſed it, and love laid it on, and Chriſt owueth it as his 
own, and putteth your thoulder only beneath a piece of jt. 
Take it with joy as no baſtard-crofs, but as a: viſitation of God 
well born; and ſpend the reſt of our appointed time, till your 
change come, in the work of believing; and Tet faith that never 


yet made a lie to you, ſpeak for God's part of it, Fe wil! nat, 


he doth not make you-a ſea. or a whale-fiſh, that he keepeth you in 
word, Job vii. 12. It may be, ye think not many of the chil. 
dren of God in ſuch a hard caſe as yourſelf ; but what would 
ye think of ſome, who would change afflitions, and give you 
to the boot? but I know, yours muſt be your own alone, and 
Chriſt's together. I confeſs it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your 
Lord ſhould have done that which ſeemeth to ding out the bot: 
tom of your comforts worldly: but we ſee not to the ground of 
the Almighty's ſovereignty; he goeth by on our right-hand, 
and on our left hand, and we ſee him not: ve fee but pieces of 
the broken links of the chains of his providence, aud he copgeth 
the wheels of his own 8 that we lee not. O let the 
Former work his own clay in what frame he pleatetli f Skill a. 
ny teach the Almighty knowledge? if be purtue dry ſtubble, 
who dare ſay, what doſt thou ? do not wonder, to fee the Judge 
of the world weave in one web, your mercies and the judgmen 
of the houſe of Kenmure: he can make one web of contrarie 
But my weak advice, with reverence and correction, were fot 
you, dear and worthy J. ady, to ſee how far mortification goet! 
on, and what ſcum the Lord's fire caſteth out of you; I knoy 
ve ſee your knottineſs, ſince our Lord wheteth and heweth and 
plaineth you: and the glancing of the furnace is to let you ſe 
what ſcum or refuſe ye muſt want, and what froth is in nature 
that muſt be boiled out, and taken off in the fire of your trial 
I do not fay, heavier afſiitions propheſy heavier guiltineſs; 
croſs is often but a falſe prophet in this kind: but I am fure, ou 
Lord would have the tin, and the baſtard metal in you, remo 
ved; leſt the Lord fay, The $ellorvs are burnt, the lead is cons 
med in the fire, the founder melted in vain, Jer. vi. 29. And 
{hall hope, that grief ſhalt not fo far ſmother your light, as ne 
to practiſe this ſo neceſſary a duty, to concur with him in th. 
bleed deſign. I would gladiy plead for the Comforter's pal 
of it, uot againſt you, Madam, (for Iam twe ye are not | 


- (par! 


— 
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party) but againſt your grief, which will have its own violent in- 
curſions in your ſoul; and I think it be not in your power to help 
it: but J muſt ſay, there are cumforts allowed upon you; and 
therefore want them not. When ye have gotten a running o- 
rer ſoul, joy now, that joy will never be miſſed out of the in- 
fuite ocean of delight, which is not diminiſhed by drinking at. 
it, or drawing out of it. It is a Chriſtian art, to comfort your- 
elf in the Lord ; to-fay, I was obliged to render back again 
this child to the giver ; and if have had four years loan of him, 

nd Chrifi's eternitys poſſeſſion of him, the Lord hath keeped 

condition with me: if my Lord would not have him and me to 
tryſt both in one hour, at death's door-threſhold together, it 

b his wiſdom ſo to do, I am ſatisfied : my tryſt is ſuſpended, 

not broken off, nor given up. Madam, I would I could divide 

ſorrow with you, for your eaſe; but I am but a beholder, it is 
ealy to me to ſpeak ; the God of comfort ſpeak to you, and al- 
lure you with, bis feaſts of love. My removal from my flock is 
ſo heavy to me, that it maketh my life a burden to me; I had 
never ſuch a longing for death: the Lord help and hold up fad 
clay. I fear ye ſin in drawing Mr. William Dagleiſhi from this 
country, where the labourers are few, and the häarveſt great: 

1 WW Madam, defire my Lord Argyle to fee for proviſion to a paſtor 

or this poor people. Grace be with ooùuwᷣp. 

ll Airkcudbright, Of, 11 Your Ladhſbip's at all chedience” 

ol 1649. 5 IE 2 i "OE in Chrift, S. N. 
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26. To the perſecuted. church in Ireland. 
Much henoured, reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord, | 

RACE, n.ercy and. peace be to you all. I know there are 

many in this nat ion more able than I to ſpeak to the ſuf- 
ferers for, and witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt : yet pardon me to ſpeok 
alittle ro you, who are called in queſtion for the goſpel once 
committed to von. I hope ye are not ignorant, that as peace 
vas left to you in Chriſt's teſtament, ſo the other half of the teſ- 
lament was a legacy of Chriſt's ſufferings, John xvi. 35. T he/e 
things have I ſpsken, that in me ye might have peace: in the wor !it 
je ſhall have trouble. Becauſe then ye are made aſſigns and heirs 
oa life-rent of Chriſt's crofs, think that fiery trial no ſtrange 
thing: for the Lord Jeſus ſhall be no loſer by purging the drofs 
ind tin out of his church in Ireland; his wine preſs is but ſquee- 


nol . 
oy ang out the dregs, the ſcum, the froth and refuſe of that 
urch. I had once the proof of the ſweet ſinell, and the ho- 


teſt and honourable peace, of that flandered thing the croſs of 
dur Lord Jeſus ; but though, alas; that theſe golden days that 
then ] had, be now in a great part gone; yet I dare tay, that 
ne iſſne and ontgate of your ſufferings ſhall be the advantage, 
lie golden reign and dominion of the goſpel, and the high glo- 
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ry of the never enough praiſed Prince of the kings of the earth, 
and the changing ef the braſs of the Lord's temple among yon 
into gold, and the iron into ſilver, and the wood into braſs; 
your officers ſhall yet be peace, and your exaCtors righteouſneſ;, 
ia. Ix. ver. 1), 18. Yourold fallen walls ſhall get a new name, 
and the gates of your Jerafalem ſhall get a new ſtile; they ſhall 
call your walls ſalvation, and your gates praiſe. I know that 
deputy-prelates, papiſts, temporizing lords, and proud mock. 
ers ot our Lord, crucifiers of Chriſt for his coat, and all your e. 
nemies, have neither fingers nor inſtruments of war to pick out 
one ſtone, out of your wall; for each ſtone of your wall is ſal. 
vation, I dare give you my royal and Princely Maſter's word 
cor it, that Ireland ſhall be a fair bride to Jeſus, and Chriſt ſhal 
build on her a palace of ſilver, Cant. viii. 9. Therefore weep 
not, as if there were no hope; fear not, put on ſtrength, put 
on your beautiful garments, Iſa. lii 1. your foundation {hall be 
fapphires, Ifa. liv. 11, 12. your windows and gates precious 
ſtones. Look over the water, and behold and ſee, who is on 
the dry-land waiting for your landing: your deliverance is con- 
cluded, ſubſcribed and ſealed in heaven: your goods that are 
taken from you, for Chriſt and his truth's ſake, are but arreſted 
and laid in pawn, and not taken a way: there is much laid up 
for you in his ſtore-houſe, whoſe the earth and the fulneſs there- 
of is: your garments are ſpun, and your flocks are feeding i 
the fields, your bread is laid up for you, your drink is brewn, 
your gold and filver is at the bank, and the intereſt goeth on 
and groweth; and yet I hear, that your taſk-maſters do rob aui 
{poil you and fine you. Your priſons (my brethren) have tuo 
Leys; the deputy-prelates and officers keep but the iron - keꝶ 
of the priſon, wherein they. put. you: but he that hath created 
the ſinith, hath other keys. in heaven; therefore ye ſhall not 
die in the priſon : other men's ploughs are labouring for you 
bread, your enemies are gathering in your rents. He that 
 kifling his bride on this ſide of the ſea in Scotland, is beat 
ing her beyond the tea in, Ireland, and feeding her wil 
the bread of adverſity and the water of affliction; and 3 
he is the fame Lord to both. Alas! I fear that Scotland Þ 
undone and flain with this great mercy of refarmation, becauic 
there is not here that life of religion, anſwerable to the hug 
greatneſs of the work, that dazzleth our eyes: for the Lord 
TC,vICINg over us in this land, as the bridegroom rejoiceth 0c 
the bride; and the Lord hath'changedthe name of Scotlaud 
they call us now no more forſaken or deſolate, but our land! 
called Hephzibah and Beulah, Ia. Ixii. 4. for the Lord deligh 
deh iu us, and this land is married to himſelf: there is nov " 
„ah way made through cur Zion, and it is called the way © 
ltnis; the unclean ſhall not paſs over itz the way-faring PI 
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tho! fools, {all not err in it: the wilderneſs doth rejoice and bloſ- 
ſom as the role ; T he ranſomed of the Lord are returned back unte 
Zion, with ſongs and everlaſiing joy upon their beads, Wa. xxxv. 10. 
The Canaanite is put out of our Lord's houſe; there is not a 
beaſt left to do hurt (at leaſt profeſſedly) in all the holy moun- 
tain of the Lord. Our Lord is fallen to wreſtle his enemies, and 


hath brought us out of Egypt; we have the ſtrength of an uni- 


corn, Numb. xxili. 22. The Lord hath eaten up the ſons of 
Babel, he hath broken their bones, and bath pierced them thro? 
with his arrows ; we take them captives whole captives we were, 
and we rule over our oppreſſors, Ha. xiv, 2. It is not brick, 
nor clay, nor Babel's curſed timber and ſtones, that is in our 
ſecond temple z but our princely King Jeſus is building his houſe 


all palace work and carved ſtones ; it is the habitation of the 


Lord. We do welcome Ireland and England te our Well-belov- 
ed: we invite zon, O daughters N eruſalem, to come down to 
our Lord's garden, and ſerxk our Well- beloved with us; for his 


love will ſuffice both you and us: we do ſend you love-letters 


over the ſea, to requeſt you to come and to marry our King, 
and to take part of our bed; and we truſt our Lord is fetching 
a blow upon the beaſt and the ſcarlet coloured-whore, to the 
end he may bring. in his ancient-widow wife, our dear ſiſter, 
the church of the Jews, O what a heavenly heaven were it to 
ſee them come in byMis mean, and tuck the breaſts of their 


little Aſter, and renew their old love with their firſt huſband | 


Chriſt our Lord! They are booked in God's word, as a bride 


' contracted upon Jeſus | O for a fight, in this fleſh of mine, of 


the propheſied marriage between Chriſt and them ! The kings 
of Tarthiſh and the Iſles mult bring preſents to our Lord Jeſus, 
Pſalm Ixxii. 10.“ And Britain is one of the chiefeſt iſles : why 
then but we may believe, that our kings of this iſland ſhall 
come in, and bring their glory to the New Jeruſalem, wherein 
Chriſt thall dwell in the latter days? It is our part to pray, That 


| the Kingdoms of the earth may become Chriſt's. Now Lexhort 


you in the Lord Jefus, not to be diſmayed nor afraid for the 
two tails of theſe imoaking fire-brands, the fierce anger of the 
deputy with civil power, and of the baſtard-prelates with the 
power of the beaſt ; for they ſhall be cut off: they may well cat 
you and drink you, but they ſhall be forced to vomit you cut 


again alive, If two things were firmly believed, ſufferings. 


would have no weight : if the fellowſhip of Chriſt's ſufferings 
were well known, who would not gladly take part with ]e{us ? 
for Chriſt and we. are halvers and joint owners of one and the 
lame croſs: : and therefore he that knew well what ſuſterings 
were, as he eſteemed all things but loſs for Chriſt, and dis 
judge them but dung, ſo did he alſo judge of them, that he 
might know the fellowſhip of bis ſulterings, Ph. i 10. 0 


0 
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how ſweet a fight is it, to ſee a croſs betwixt Chriſt and us; 10 
bear onr Redeemer ſay, at every figh, and every blow, and e. 
very loſs of a believer, half- mine! ſo they are called, The ſuf. 
ſerings of Chriſt, and the reproach of Chriſt, Col. ii. 24. Heb, 
_ xii, 26. As when two are partners and owners of a ſhip, the 
gain and half of the loſs belongeth to either of the two; o 
Chriſt in our ſufferings is half-gainer and half-loſer with us: 

ca, the heavieſt end of the black tree of the croſs lieth on your 
Lok. it falleth firſt upon him, and it but reboundeth off him 
upon you: The reproaches of them that reproached thee are 
fallen upon me, Pſalm Ixix. 9. Your ſufferings are your trea. 
ſure, and are greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt, Heb, 
xi. 26. And if your croſs come firſt through Chriſt's fingers 
ere it come to you, it receiveth a fair luſtre from him, it get. 
teth a taſte and reliſh of the King's ſpikenard, and of heaven's 
perfume ; and the half of the gain, when Chriſt's ſhip full of 
gold cometh home, ſhall be yours: it is an augmenting of your 
treaſure to be rich in ſufferings, © to be in labours abundant, in 
ſtripes above meaſure, 2 Cor. xi. 23. and to have the ſufferings 
of Chriit abounding in you, 2 Cor, i. 4. is a part of heaven's 
flock. Your goods are not loſt which they have plucked from 
you, for your Lord hath them in keeping; they are but arreſts 
ed and ſeized upon, he ſhall looſe the arręſt: ye ſhall be fed 
with the heritage of Jacob your father for the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it, Iſa. lviii. 14. Till 1 ſhall be in the halle 
floor of the. higheſt palace, and get a draught of glory. out of 
Chriſt's hand, above and beyond time and beyond death, I will 
never (it is like} ſee fairer days, than I- ſaw under that blefled 
tree of my Lord's croſs : his kiſſes then were king's kiſſes, theſe 
kiſſes were ſweet and ſoul-reviving; one of them at the ſame 
time was worth two and a half (if I may ſpeak fo) of Chriſt's 


week-days. kiſſes. O ſweet, fweet for evermore, to ſee a roſe 


of heaven growing in as ill ground as hell; and to ſee Chriſt's 
love, his embracements, his dinners and ſuppers of joy, peace, 
faith, goodnets, long-ſuffering and patience, growing and 
ſpringing, like the flowers of God's.garden, out of ſuch ſtony 
and curſed ground as the hatred of the prelates, and the malice 
of their high commiſlion, and the Antichriſt's bloodly hand and 
heart? is not here art and wiſdom ? is not here heaven indent- 
ed in hell (if I may ſay fo) like a jewel ſet with {kill in a ring 
with the enamel of Chriſt's croſs ? the ruby and riches of glory, 
that groweth up out aſ his croſs, is beyond telling. Now the 
blackeſt and hotteſt wrath, and molt fiery and all-devouring in- 
dig mition of the Judge of men and angels, ſhall come upon them 
w1o deny our ſweet Lord hFeſus, and put their hand to that 


04.2 of wickednels now preſſed. The Lord's coal at their _ 
114 
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{all burn them up both root and branch; the eſtates of great 
wen that have dene ſo, if they do not repent, ſhall conſunie a- 
way, and the ravens ſhall dwell in their houſes, and their glory 
1241 be ſhame. Oh, for the Lord's ſake, keep faſt by Chriſt, 
and fear not man that Thall die, and wither as the grafs. The 
deputy's bloom {hall fall, and the prelates ſhall caſt their flower, 
and the eaſt wind of the Eord, of the Lord ſtrong and mighty, 
ſhall blaſt arid break them: therefore fear them not; they are 
but ido's, that can neither do evil nor good. Walk not in the 
way of thoſe people that flander the footſteps of our royal and 
princely anointed King, Jeſus, now riding upon his white horle 


in Scotland; let Jehovah be your fear. That decree of Zion's 


deliverance, paſſed and ſealed up before the throne, is now ripe, 
and ſhall bring forth-a child, even the ruin and fall of the black 
kingdom, and the Antichriſt's throne, in theſe kingdoms : the 
Lord hath begun, and he ſhall make an end. Who did ever 
hear the like-of this? Before Scotland travailed, ſhe brought 
forth; and before her pain came; ſhe was delivered of a man- 
child, Iſa. Ixvi. 7, 8: And when all is done ſuppoſe there were 
no ſweetneſs in our Lord's croſs, yet it is ſweet for his fake, for 


is the queſtion this day in Great-Britain, betwixt us and our ad- 


ing for ? What is puter quick? what is drinking of our own 
heart's blood ? and what is a draught of melted lead for his glo- 


ry ? leſs than a draught of cold water for a thirſty man, if the 


Oh, dim and dark and lightleſs fun, in regard of that fair Sun 
of rightcouſneſs | Oh, feckleſs and worthleſs heaven of heavens, 
when they ſtand beſide my worthy and lofty, and high andex- 
cellent Well: beloved]! Oh, weak and infirm 'clay-kings ! Oh, 


ſoft and feeble mountains of braſs, and weak created ſtrength, 
in regard of our mighty and ſtrong Lord of armies! Oh, 


fooliſh wiſdom of men and angels, when it is laid in the bal. 
ance beſide that ſpotleſs ſubſtantial wiſdom of the Father! 
It heaven and earth, and ten thouſand heavens, even round 
avout theſe heavens that now are, were all in one garden 
of paradiſe, decked with all the roſes, flowers and trees 
that can come forth from the art of the Almighty himſelf; yet 
{ct but our one Flower, that groweth out of the root of Jeſle, 
deſide that orchard of pleaſure, one look of him, one view, one 
taſte, one ſmell of bis God- head, would infinitely exceed and 
go beyond the ſmell, colour, beauty and lovelinets of that para- 
ae, O to be with child of Lis love! and to be ſuffocate (if 

that 


that lovely One, Jeſus Chriſt ; whoſe crown and royal ſupremacy 


verſaries : and who would not think him worthy of the ſuffer- 


right price and due value were put on that worthy, worthy 
Prince, Jeſus. Oh, who can weigh him! Ten thouſand hea- 
| vens would not be one ſcale, or the half of the ſcale of the bal- 
ance to lay him in. Oh, black angels, in compariſon of him! 
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that could be) with the ſmell of his ſweetneſs,” were a ſweet fill 
and lovely pain. Oh, worthy, worthy lovelineſs! Oh; leſs of 
the creatures, and more of thee! Oh, open the paſſage of the 
well, of love and glory on us, dry pits and withered trees? Oh, 
that Jewel and Flower of heaven ! If our Beloved were not mil. 
taken by us, and unknown to us, he would have no ſcarcity of 
wooers and ſuitors ; he would make heaven and earth both ſee, 
that they cannot quench his love, for his love is a fea: Oh, to 
be a thoufand fathoms deep in this ſea of love! He, he himſelf, 
is more excellent than heaven: for heaven, as it comth into the 
ſouls and ſpirits of the glorified, is but a creature; and heis Il * 
LJomething, and a great ſomething more than a creature. Oh, 
what a life were it, to fit beſide this well of love, and drink and 
ſing, and fing and drink; and then to have deſires and foul-fa- 
culties ſtretched and extended out many thouſand fathoms in 
length and breadth, to take in feas and rivers of love! I earneft- 
ly defire to recommend this love to you, that this love may 
cauſe you to keep his commandments, and'to keep clean fingers, 
and make clean feet, that ye may walk as the redeemed of the 
Lord. Wo, wo be to them that put on his name, and ſhame 
this love of Chriſt with a looſe and profane Tife : their feet, 
tongue, and hands, and eyes, give a ſhameleſs le to the holy 
goſpel, which they poſſeſs. 1 beſeech you in the Lord, keep 
Chriſt, and walk with him; let not his\fairneſs be ſpotted and 
ſtained by godleſs living. Oh! who can find in their heart to 
ſin againſt love? and ſuch a love as the glorified in heaven ſhall 
delight to dive into, and drink for ever; for they are evermore 
drinking in love, and the cupis ſtill at their head, and: yet with- 
out lothing ; for they ſtill drink, and ſtill deſtre to drink for 
ever and ever: is not this a long-laſting ſupper? Now, if any of 
our country- people profeſſing Chriſt Jeſus have brought them- 
ſelves under the ſtroke and wrath of the Almighty, by yielding 
to Antichriſt in an hair-breadth, but eſpecially by ſwearing and 
ſubſcribing that blaſphemous oath (which is the church of Ire- 
land's black hour of temptation) I would entreat them, by the WM 
mercies of God at their laſt ſummons, to repent and openly con- 
feſs before the world, to the glory of the Lord; their denial of U 
Chriſt : or otherwiſe, if either man or woman will ſtand and a- 
bide that oath, then, in the name and anthority of the Lord Je- la 
ſus, I let them ſee that they forfeit their: part-of heaven, and i © 
let them look for no lefs than a back-burden of the pure un- WW” 
mixed wrath of God, and the plague of apoſtates' and deniers tl 
of our Lord Jeſus. Let not me, a ſtranger to you, who never 
ſaw your face in the fleſh, be thought bold in writing to you: þ 
| for the hope I have of a glorious chnrch in that land, and the 
| love of Chriſt conſtrain*th me. I know, the worthy ſervants 
k of Chriſt, who once laboured among you, ceaſe not to * 
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to you alſo, and I ſhall deſire to be excuſed that I do join with 

them. Pray for your ſiſter- church in Scotland, and let me en- 

treat you for the aid of your prayers for myſelf and flock and 

miniſtry, and my fear of tranſportation from this place of the 

Lord's vineyard. Now the very God of peace ſanctify you 
throughout. Grace be with you all. 
Anwith, 1639 ©" Your brother and companion 

EI in the kingdom and patience 
of Feſus Chrift, S. R 
FEE ²˙:m )) ̃²˙⁴ ů Ua 7. «?., 


27. To bis Reverend and much binoured brother, Dr. ALEX- 
ANDER LEIGHTON, Chriff's priſoner in bonds at 
London. | SY 2 þ SLED * . 


Reverend and much honoured priſaner of hope, f 

AN RACE, mercy and peace be to you. It was not my part 
whom our Lord hath enlarged, to forget you his priſoner. 
When I conſider how long your night hath been, I think Chriſt 
hath a mind to put you in free grace's debt ſo much the deeper, 
2s your ſufferings have been of ſo long a continuance. But 
what if Chriſt mind you no joy but public joy with enlarged and 
triumphing Zion; I think, Sir, ye would love it beſt to ſhare 
and divide your ſong of joy with Zion, and to have myttical 
Chriſt in Britain halver and compartner with your enlargement. 
| am ſare, your joy bordering-and neighbouring with the joy of 
Chriſt's bride, would be ſp much the ſweeter that it were public. 
thought if Chriſt had halved my mercies, and delivered his 
bride and not me; that his praiſes: ſhould have been double to 
what they are: but now two rich mercies conjoined in one have 
ſtolen from our Lord. more than half praiſes: Oh that mercy 
ſhould ſo beguile us, and ſteal away our counts and acknowledg-. 
ments | Worthy Sir, I hope I need not exhort you to go on, 
in hoping for the ſalvation. of God: there hath not. been fo 
much taken from your time of eaſe and created joys, as eterni- 
ty ſhall add to your heaven: ye know when one day in heaven 
bath paid you, yea, and over-paid your blood, bonds, ſorrow 
and ſufferings, that it would trouble angels underſtanding to 
„ny the count of that ſuperplus of glory, which eternity can and 
4 Vill give you. O but your ſand: glaſs of ſufferings and lofſes 
-ometh to little, when it ſhall be counted and compared with 
rs che glory that bideth you on the other fide of the water! Ye 
er bare no leiſure to rejoice and ſing here while time goeth abont 
1: Jen, and where your pſalms will be ſhort : therefore ye wil 
ze ink eternity and the lang day of heaven that ſhail be meaſur- 
ts Ned with no other ſun nor horologe than, the Tong life of the An- 
te Cent of days, to meaſure your praiſes, little enough for yon: if 
to 1 your 
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your ſpan- length of time be cloudy, ye cannot but think, your 
Lord can no more take your blood and your bands without the 
income and recompenſe of free grace, than he would take ſuf, 
ferings of Paul and-his other dear fervants that were well nail 
home beyond all counting, Bom. viii. 18. If the wiſdom of 
Chriſt hath made you Antichriſt's eye- ſore and his envy, ve ar; 
to thank God that ſuch a piece of clay as ye are is made the field 
ot glory to work upon: it was the Potter's aim that the clay 
ſhould praiſe him, and I hope it ſatisßeth you that your clay 
is for his glory. Oh who can ſuffer enough for ſuch à Lord 
and who can lay out in bank enough of pain, ſhame; tofles- 
tortures, to receive in again the free intereſt of eternal glory! 
2.Cor. iv, 179. Oh how advantageous. a bargaining is it- with 
ſuch a rich Lord ! If your hand and pen had been at leiſure to 
gain glory in paper, it had been but paper glory: but the hear. 
ing of a public croſs ſo long for the now controverted privileges 
of the crown and ſceptre of free King Jeſus, the Prince of the 
kings of the earth, is glory booked in heaven. Worthy and 
dear brother, if ye go to weigh. Jeſus his ſweetneſt, Excellency, 
glory and beanty, and lay fore-againſt him your ounces or 
drachms of fuffering tor him, ye ſhall be ſtraitened two Ways, 
1. It will be a pain to make the compariſon, the difproportion 
being by no underſtanding imaginable : nay, if heavens arith- 
metic and angels were ſet to work, they ſhovild never nun:ber 
the degrees of difference. 2. It ſhould: ſtraven vou to find 
a ſcale for the balance to lay that high and lofty One, tbat o. 
ver- tranſcending Prince of excellency into: if your mind could 
fancy as many created heavens as time hath bad minutes, trees 
have had leaves, and clouds have had rain-drops, ſince the firſt 
ſtone of the creation was laid, they ſhould net. make half a {cas 
to bear and weigh boundleſs excellency into. And therefor: 
the King whoſe marks ye are bearing, and whoſe dying ye carry 
about with you in your body, 1s, out of all cry and*conliderati- 
on, beyond and above all our thoughts. For niyfelf, I am con- 
tent to feed upon wondering ſometimes at the beholding but of 
te borders and ſkirts of the incomparable glory which is it 
that exalted Prince; and I think, ye could wiſh for more ears 
to give than ye have, ſince ye hope thefe ears ye now have gi. 
ven him ſhall be paſſages to take in the muſic of his glorious 
voice. I would fain both believe and pray for a new bride of 
Jews and Gentiles to our Lord Jeſus, after the land of graven f. 
mages ſhall be laid waſte; and that our Lord Jeſus is on horſe 
back, hunting and purſuing the beaſt; and that England and 
Ireland (hall be well ſweeped chambers for Chriſt and his righ- 
teouſneſs to dwell in; for he hath opened our graves in Scotland, 
and the two dead and buried witneſſes are riſen again, and art 
prophe-ywg. Oh that Princes would glory and - boaſt then 
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| Gives in carrying the train of Chriſt's robe-royal in their arms! 
Let me die within half an hour after I have ſeen the Son of 
God his temple enlarged, and the cords of Jeruſalem's tent 
lengthened, to take in a more numerous company for a bride 
to the Son of God. Oh, if the corner or foundation:fione of 
that houſe, that new houſe were laid above my grave! Oh | 
who can add to him, who is that great All? If he would cre- 
ate ſuns and moon, new heavens, thouſand thouſand degrees 
more perfect than theſe that now are; and again, make a new 
creation ten thouſand thouſand degrees in perfection beyond that 
new creation; and again, ſtill for eternity multiply new hea- 
vens; they ſhould never be a perfect reſemblance of that infinite 
excellency, order, weight, meaſure, beauty and ſweetneſs that 
is in him. Oh; how little of him do we fee 1 Oh how ſhallow 
are our thoughts of hiar! Oh, if I had-pain for him, and ſhame 
and loſes for him, and more clay and fpirits for hin; and that 
could go upon earth without love, delire, hope, becauſe Chriſt 
hath taken away my love, deſire and hope to heaven with him! 
| know, worthy Sir, your ſufferings for him are your glory ; 
and therefore weary' not: his ſalvation is near at hand, and ſhall 
not tarry. Pray for me. His grace be with you. | 
St. Andrews; Nou. 22. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1639 n = | N Jeſus, Ho. N. 
Ae 
28. To Mr. HENRY STEWART, his u, and tabs 

| daughter, all prifeners' sf Chrift at Dublin, 


Rev. ili. 10. Pear none of te ?]. ings which c Hal! ſuffer, &c. 
LIC | 2% 3 7 


Truly honcured and dearly beloved, 2 
RACE, . mercy and peace be to you from God our Father 
and our Lord Jetus Chriſt. Think it not firang-, beloved 
in our Lord Jeſus, that Satan can command keys of priſons, and 
bolts, and chains, this is a piece of the devil's princedom that 
be hath over the world. Iuterpret. and underſtand our Lord 
well in this! be not jcalous of his love, though he make devils 
and men his under-ſervants to ſcour the ruſt off your faith, and 
purge you from your droſs. And let me charge you, O priſon- 
ers of hope, to open. your. window, and to look out by faith: 
dehold heaven's poſt; that ſpeedy and ſwift ſalvation of God, 
that is coming to you. It is a broad river that faith will not lo 
over; it is a inigity and a broad ſea, that they of a lively hops 
cannot behold the fartheſt bank and other ſhore thereof: bes 
[cer the water, your anchor is fixed within the vail; the on: 
end of the cable is about the priſoner of Chriſt, and the other 
5 entered within the vail, whither the Fare-runner is etcre.' 
- Hr to; 
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368 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt. 24 
tor you, Heb. vi. 19, 20. It can go ſtraight through the flame 
of the fire of the wrath of men, devils, loſſes, tortures; death 
and not a thread of it be ſinged or burnt; men and devils bar 
no teeth to bite it in two. Hold faſt till he come: Your croſs i 
of the colour of heaven and Chriſt, and pavmented over with 
the faith and comforts of the Lord's faithful covenant with 
Scotland; and that dye and colour dow abide fair weather, aud 
neither be ſtained nor caſt the colour ; yea it reſtects a ſead, 
like the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe holy hands many a day lifted up 
to God, praying for ſinners, were fettered, and bound, aj 
theſe bleſſed hands had ſtolen, and ſhed innocent blood: whey 
your lovely, lovely Jeſus had no better than the thief's doom, 
it is no wonder, that your proceſs be lawleſs and turned upſide 
down; for he was taken, fettered, buffetted, whipped, ſpittel 
upon, before he was convicted of any fault; or ſentenced, - Ol 
iuch a pair of fufferers and. witnefles, as high and royal Jeſus 
and a poor piece guilty clay marrowed together under one yoke! 
Oh how lovely is the croſs with ſuch a ſecond | I believe that 
your priſon is enacted in God's court, not to keep you till you 
hope breath out its life and laſt z your crofs is under lap to te. 
ſtore you again ſafe to your brethren and ſiſters in Chriſt : tak 
heaven and Chriſt's back-bond for a fair back-door out of your 
iuffering. The Saviour is on his journey with ſalvation and de. 
liverance for mount Zion; and the ſword of the Lord is drunk 
with blood, and made fat with fatneſs; his ſword is bathed i 
heaven againſt Babylon, for it is the day of the Lord's vengeang 
and the year of recompenſe for. the, controverſy, of Zion: and 
perſuade yourſelves, the ſtreams of the river of Babylon ſual 
be pitch, and the duſt of the land brimſtone and burning pitch, 
Iſa. xxxiv. 8. And if your deliverance be joined with the del 
verance of Zion, it ſhall be two ſalvations to you. It were gou 
to be armed before-hand for death or bottily tortures for Chil; 
and to think what a crown of honour it is, that God hath g. 
ven you pieces of living clay, to be tortured witueſſes for lavig 

truth; and that ye are ſo happy, as to have ſome pints of blo 
to give out for the crown of that royal Lord, who hath cauſel 

you to avouch himſelf before men: if ye can lend fines of tart 
thouſand pounds Sterling for Chriſt, let heaven's. regiſter ul 
Chriſt's count-book keep in reckoning your depurſements in 
| kim ; it ſhall be engraven and printed in great letters upon la. 

ven's throne, what you are willing to give for him: Chriltsſ 
pers of that kind cannot be loſt or fall by. Do not wonder 
ice clay boaſt the great Potter, and to fee blinded men thre 
the goſpel with death and burial and to raze out truth's nam 


But where will they make a grave for the goſpel and the Low! 
N ide? earth and bell ſhall be but little bounds for their bur 
. „ ail the clay and rubbiſh of this inch of the whole I 


re our Lord's ſpouſe, yet it will not cover her, nor hold her 
Down ; ſhe ſhall live and not die, ſhe ſhall behold the falvation 

+ God. Let your faith friſt God a little, and be not afraid 
Or a ſmoaking'fire-brand'; there is more ſmoke in Babylon's 
lurrace than there is fire: till dooms-day ſhall come, they ſhall 
erer ſee the kirk of Scotland and our covenant burnt to aſh- 
; or if it hould be thrown in the fire, yet it cannot be ſo 
durnt or buried, as not to have a reſurrection: angry clay's 
ind ſhall ſhaxe none of Chriſt's corn; he will gather in all 
us wheat into his barn: only let your fellowſhip with Chriſt 
ee renewed, Ye are ſibber to Chriſt now, when you are im- 
prifoned for him, than before ? for now the ſtrokes laid on you 
Jo come in remembrance before our Lord, and he can own his 
own wounds: a drink of Chriſt's love, which is better than 
vine, is the drink-filver which ſuffering for his Majeſty leaves 
behind it. It is not your fins which they perſecute in you, but 
zod's grace and loyalty to King Jefus: they fee no treaſon in 
you to your Prince the king of Britain, albeit they ſay ſo; but 
it is heaven in you that earth is fighting againſt, and Chriſt is 
ning his own cauſe : grace is a party that fire will not burn, 
nor water drown ; when they have eaten and drunken you, 
their ſtomach ſhall be ſick, and they ſhall ſpue you out alive. 
O what glory is it, to be ſuffering abjects for the Lord's glory 
nd royalty! Nay, though his ſervants had a body to burn for 
ever for this goſpel, ſo being that triumphing and exalted Je- 
us his high glory did riſe out of theſe flames, and out of that 
burning body, - Oh, what a ſweet fire | Oh what ſoul-refreſhing 
torment ſhould that be ! what if the pickles of duſt and aſhes 
of the burnt and diſſolved body were muſicians to ſing his praiſ- 
s and the highneſs of that never- enough exalted Prince of ages! 


are, to tune that pſalm of his everlaſting praiſes in heaven! Oh 
what ſhining and burning flames of love are thoſe, that Chriſt 
vill divide his ſhare of life, of heaven-and glory with you! Luke 
Axil. 29. John xvii:' 24. Rev: iii. 21. A part of his throne, 
one draught of his wine (his wine of glory and life, that comes 
from under the throne of God, and of the Lamb) and one apple 
of the tree of life, will do more than make up all the expences 


hare ſhort, and narrow, and creeping thoughts of ' Jeſus, and 
Lo but ſhape Chriſt in our conceptions, according to ſome cre- 
ated portraiture ! O angels, lend in your help to make love- 
books and ſongs of our fair, and white, and ruddy Standard- 
[carer amongſt ten thouſand | O heavens ! O heaven of hea- 
rens! O glorified tenants, and triumphing houſholders with the 
amy, put in new pſalms, and love-ſonnets of the excellency 
ok our Eridegroom, and help us to ſet him on high! O indwel- 
lers 


O what love is it in him, that he will have ſuch muſicians as we 


nd charges of clay, lent out for heaven. Oh! Oh ! but we 
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lers of earth and heaven, ſea and air, and O all ye Create 
ings, within the boſom of the outmott circle of this great y 
O come help to let on high the praiſes of our Lord O Han 
of creatures, þluſh before bis uncreated beauty] O cr 
ſirength, be amazed to ſtand before your ſtrong Lord of hog 
O created love, think ſhame of thylelf before this unparallgy 
love of heaven! O angel of wiſdom, hide thyſelf before oy 
Lord, whoſe underſtanding -pafleth finding out! O ſun in th 
ſhining beauty, for ſhame put on a web of dark:1efs, and cow 
thyſelf before thy brighteſt Maſter and Maker | Oh, who 
add glory, by doing or ſuffering; to this never-enough admirg 
and praiſed Lover | Ob, we can but bring our drop to this h 
and our candle, dim and dark as it is, to this clear and ligbtſom 
Sun of heaven and earth! Oh, but we have cauſe to drink to 
deaths in one cup dry, to ſwim through ten ſeas, to be at that 
land of praiſes, where we ſhall ſee that wonder of wonders, a 
enjoy this Jewel of heaven's jewels! O death, do thy wing 
againſt us! O torments, O malice of men and devils, wal 
thy ſtrength on the witneſſes of our Lord's teſtament I O dexil 
bring hell to help you, in tormenting the followers of the Lam 
we will defy you to make us too ſoon happy, and to waft us: 
ſoon over the water, to the land where the noble Plant of 1 
nown, groweth. O cruel time, that torments us, and ſuſpenc 
our deareſt enjoyments, that we wait for, hen we hall de 
bathed and ſtgeped, ſoul and body, down to the depths of thi 
love of loves! O time, I ſay, run faſt! O motions, mend pb 
pace! O Well-beloved, be like a young rae upon the mountan 
of ſeparatian 1 Poſt, poſt, and haſten our deſired and hungereſ 
for mecting 3. love is ſick to hear tell of to- morrow: and what 
then can come wrong to you, O honourable witneſſes of by 
Eingly truth? Men have no more of you to work upon, bu 
ſome few inches and ſpan- lengths of ſick; coughing and phleg 
muatic clay: your ſpirits are above their benches, courts, 
high commiſſions; your fouls, your love to Chriſt, your fath 
cannot be ſummoned, nor ſentenced, nor accuſed, nor condemte 
ed by pope, deputy-prelate, ruler or tyrant z- your faith 51 
free Lord, and cannot be a captive : all the malice of hell ant 
earth can but hurt the ſcabhard of a believer 4 and death at the 
worſt can get but a clay pawn in keeping, till your Lord mat 
the king's keys, and open your graves. Therefore upon luck 
head, (as we ule to fay) take your fill of his love, and leta 
way or cauſeway be laid, berwixt.your priſon and heaven, 3% 
go up and viſit your treaſure. Enjoy your Beloved, and dwell 
upon his love, till eternity come in time's room, and pour 
you of your eternal happineſs. Keep your love to Chriſt, lay 
up your faith in heaven's keeping, and follow the chief of the 


houſe of the martyrs, that witnefſed a fair confeſſion before * 
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\. Pilate; your cauſe and his is alt one. The oppoſers of bis 
ie are like drunken Judges and tranſported, who in their cups 
414 make acts and laws in their drunken courts, that the 
n ſhould not riſe and ſhine on the earth; and ſend their of- 
ers and purſeivants, to charge the fun and moon to give no 
re light to the world; and would enact in their court- books, 
t the ſea, after once ebbing, ſhould never flow again: but 
auld not the ſun, moon, and ſea break theſe acks, and keep 
eir Creator's directions? The devil, the great fool, and fa- 
er of thote under-fools, is older, and more malicious than 
iſe, that ſets the ſpirits in earth on work, to contend and claſh 
+4 heaven's witdom, and to give andates and law-ſummons 
our Sun; to our great Star of heaven, Jefus, not to ſhine, 
\ the beauty of His gofpel, to the choſen and bought ones. O 
gu fair and faireſt Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſe and'ſhine in thy 
rength, whether earth or hell will or not: O victorious, O 
byal, O ſtout, princely Soul- conqueror, ride proſperouſly upon 
uth; ſtretch out thy ſceptre, as far as the ſun ſhines, and the 
oon waxeth and wainetb. Put on thy glittering crown, O 


Dou Maker of kings, and make but one ſtride, or one ſtep of 


e whole earth, and travel in the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, 


fa, xiii. 1, 2. And let thy apparel be red, and all dyed with 


e blood of thy enemies/z thou art fallen righteous Heir b 
ve to the kingdoms,of the world. Laugh ye at the giddy- 
aded clay- pots, and ſtout brain-ſick: worms, that dare ſay in 
dod earneſt, This man ſhall not reign over us; as though th 
ere caſting the dice for Chriſt's crown, who of them ſhould 
we it, I know, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom: 
nd that there is # liole out of your priſon, through which ye 
e day-light 3 let not faith be dazzled with the temptations 
om a dying deputy, and from à ſiek prelate; believe under 
cloud, and wait for him; when there is no moon- light nor 
ar-light : let faith live and breathe; and lay hold on the ſure 
alvation of G50, when clouds and darkneſs are about you, and 
ppearance of rotting in the priſon before you. Take heed of 
nbelieving hearts, 'which can father lies upon Chriſt; beware 
f, doth his promiſe fail for evermore? Pfalm 1xxvii. 8. For 
was a man and not God, that ſaid it, who deemed that a pro- 
ite of God could fail, fall a-fwoon or die. We can make God 
ck, or his promiſes weak, when we are pleaſed to ſeck a plea 
th Chritt. O ſweet, O ſtout word of faith, Job xiii. ver. 1 5. 
doug / he ſiay me, yet. will I truſt in him! O ſweet epitaph, 
titten upon the grave-ſtone of a dying believer, 212. I died, 
oping, and my duſt and aſhes believe life ! Faith's eyes, that 


an fee through a mill: ſtone, can ſee through a gloom of God, 


nd under it read God's thoughts of love and peace. Hold faſt 
wriſt in the dark; ſureſy ye ſhal! fee the ſalvation of God. 


Your 
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Your adverfaries are ripe and dry for the fire; yet a little wii, 
and they ſhall go up in a flame ; the breath of the Lord, lik. 
river of brimſtone, ſhall kindle about them, Iſa. xxx. 33. Why 
I write to one, I write to you all, that are ſound-hearted h 
that kingdom, whom, in the bowels of Chriſt,:I-would exhon 
not to touch that oath; albeit the adverſaries put a fair men. 
ing on it, yet the ſwearer muſt ſwear according to the proſeſſal 
intent and godleſs practice of the oath - makers, which is Khon 
to the world; otherwiſe I might ſwear that the creed is falſe, 
according to this private meaning and ſenſe put upon it. 0 
let them not be beguiled, to wath perjury, and the denial a 
Chriſt and the goſpel, with ink-water, ſome foul and rotten 
diſtinctions. Waſh, and waſh again and again the devil an 
the lie, it ſhall be long ere their ſkin be white. I profeſs i 
ſhould beſeem men of great parts, rather than me, td write u 
you; but I love your cauſe, and deſire to be excuſed; and 
muſt entreat for the help of your prayers, in this my. weighty 
charge here for the univerſity and pulpit, and that ye woull 
entreat your acquaintance alſo to help me, + Grace be with 
you all, Amen. arty q | 
St. Andrews, == Y our brother and companion 
1640. 1 in the patience and king - 
dom of Feſus Chriſt, 8. f. 
rere e 
29. To Mr:. PONT, priſoner af Dublin. 
Worthy and dear Miftreſs, © ; 4 5 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer 
for, and your willingneſs to ſuffer, is ground enough a 
acquaintance for me to write to you; although I do confeſs m- 
ſelf unable to ſpeak for a priſoner, of Chriſt's encquragement, 


I know, ye have advantage beyond us, who are not under ſu. b 
ferings: for your ſighing (Pſalm cxx. 205) it is a written bil, BW » 
for the ears of your head, the Lord Jeſus z and your breath e 
ing. Lam. iii. 51. and your looking up, Pſal, v. 3. and Ixix. WW f 
And therefore your meaning half. fſpoken, half-unſpoken, vi 


ſeek no jaylor's leave, but will go to heaven without leave o 
prelate or deputy, and be heartily welcome: ſo that ye may fig 
and groan out your mind, to him, who hath all the keys of the 
king's three Kingdoms and dominions. I dare believe your 
hopes ſhall not die; your trouble is a part of Zion's burning 
and ye know who guides Zion's furnace, and who loves the 
aſhes of his burnt bride, becauſe his ſervants love them, Plain 
cii. 14. 1 believe your aſhes, if ye were burnt for this cau a 
ſhall praiſe him: for the wrath of men and their malice ſha 
make a pfalm to praiſe the Lord, Pſalm Ixxvi. 10. And ther: 
fore ſtand ill, and behold, and ſee what the Lord is to ** 


_— th dn. «av — — a__— — — * 


piſt. 29. ALA _— 
is illand ; his works is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4. The nations 
gave not ſeen the taſt end of his work, his end is more fair and 
Wnore glorious than the beginning. Ve have more honour than 
e can be able to guide well, in that your bonds are made heavy 
fr ſuch an honourable cauſe: The ſeals of a controuled goſpel, 
and the ſeals by bonds, and blood and ſufferings, are not com- 
iitted to every ordinary profeſſor. Some that would back 
Chriſt honeſtly in ſummer- time, would but ſpoil the beauty of 
the goſpel, it they were put to ſuffering. And therefore let 
is believe, that Wiſdom diſpenſeth to every one here, as he 
thinks good, who bears them up that bear the croſs: and ſince 
our Lord hath put you to that part, which was the flower of 
his own ſufferings, we all expect, that as ye have in the ſtrength 
of our Captain begun, ſo ye will go on without fainting. Pro- 
vidence maketh uſe of men and devils, for the refining of ail 
the veſſels of God's houſe, ſmall and great; and for doing of 
two great works at once in you, both for ſmoothing a ſtone, to 
make it take bond with Chriſt, in Jeruſalem's wall; and for 
winefing to the glory of this reproached and borne-down got- 
pel, which cannot die, though hell were made a grave about it. 
It ſhall be timeous joy for you, to divide joy betwixt you and 


your mourning continue- till myſtical Chriſt in Ireland and in 
Britain, and ye,»laugh both together? Your laughing and joy 
were the more bleſſed, that one ſun ſhould ſhine upon Chriſt, 
the goſpel, and you, laughing altogether, ..in theſe three king- 
doms. Your time is meaſured, and your days arid hours of 
ſuffering from eternity were by infinite Wiſdom conſidered : if 
heaven recompenſe not to your own mind inches of ſorrow, then 
| muſt ſay, that infinite Mercy cannot” get you pleaſed; but if 
the firſt kiſs of the white and ruddy check of the Standard- 
| bearer and Chief among ten thouſand, Cant. v. ro, ſhall ovef- 
pay your priſon at Dublin in Ireland, then ye ſhall have no 
counts unanſwered,” to ęive into Chriſt: if your faith cannot 
ſee a nearer term day, yet let me charge your hope to give 
Chriſt a new day, till eternity and time meet in one point. A 
paid ſum, if ever paid, is paid, if no day be broken to the hung- 
ry creditor ; take heaven's bond and ſubſcribed obligation for 
the ſum, John xiv. 3. Tf bope can truſt Chriſt, Ike he 
can, and will pay: but when all is done and ſuffered by yon, 
en hundred deaths for lovely, Tovely Jeſus, is but eternity's 
half. penny; figures and cyphers cannõt lay the proportioty. Oh, 
but the ſuperplus of Chriſt's glory is broad and large! Chritt's 
tems of eternal glory are bard and cumberſome to tell; and it 
fe borrow by faith and hope ten days, or ten himgréd years 
rom that eternity of glory that abides in yon; ye are paid, and 
more in your own hand, Therefore, O priſoner of hope, wait 


Chriſt's laughing bride, in theſe three kingdoms : and what if 
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on; poſting, haſting ſalvation fleeps not. Antichriſt is bleed, 
ing, and in the way to death; and be bites, ſoreſt, whey 1, 
bleeds faſteſt. Keep your intelligence betwixt you and heavy 
and your court with Chriſt; be hath in heaven the Keys d 
v our priſon, and can ſet you at liberty when he p'eaferh; j; 
rich grace ſupport you. I pray you help me wi 
Grace be with you. 5 | 
St. Andrews, Your brother in the patience and bing: 
1640. 232328 dom of Feſis Chri 8. 

+ + + + + + += +++ ++ | 
TECPTT Tio To br. JAMES WilgON. Ee 
Dear brother | | 
RACE, mercy and peace. be multiplied upon you. IU 
our rich and only wiſe Lord, who careth fo for his ney 
creation, that he is going over it again, and trying every piec 
in you, and blowing away the moics of his new work in you. 
Alas! I am not fo fit a phy ſician as your diſeaſe requireth: 
ſvecet, ſweet, lovely Jcſus be your phyſician, where his unde, 
chirurgeon cannot do any thing for putting in order the whees 
paces and goings of a married ſoul. TI have little time; but jt 
the Lord bath made me fo concern myſelf in your cou dit 
that I do not, I dare not be altogether ſilent. Firn, Ye duty 
from 2 Cor. xiii. 5. whether ye be in Chriſt or not? and f 
whether ye be a reprobate or not ? I anſwer three things to th 
doubt: 1. Ye owe charity to all men, but moſt of all to loreh 
and loving Jeſus, and ſome alfo to yourſelf, efpecially to jou 
renewed ſelf; becauſe your new felf is not yours, but anothe 
Lord's, even the work of lus own Spirit: therefore to $:nde 
his work, is to wrong himſelf, ' Love thinketh no cvil, ifs 
love grace, think not iil of grace in yourſelf; and ye think 
ill of grace in yourſelf, when ye make it but a battard anda 
work of nature. For a holy fear that ye be not Chr 
and withal a care and a deſire to be his, aud not you 
own, is not, nay caunot be baſtard nature. The great Ab 
vocate pleadeth hard for you; be upon the Advocate's ds 
O poor eared client of Chriſt ! ſtay and fide with ſuch a Low, 
who pleadeth for no other man's goods but his own ; (for bt 
if I may ſay fo, ſcorneth ro be enriched with an unjult conquelt 
and yet he pleadeth for you, whereof your letter (though 10 
full of jealouſy) is a proof; for if ye were not his, your rhoughts 
which I hope are but the ſuggeſtions of his Sp:rit, (that oul 
bringeth the matter in debate, to make it ſure to you) would ud 
be ſuch, nor fo ſerious as theſe, Am I his? vr, Whoſe am! 
2. Dare ye forſwear your Owner, and ſay in cold blood, 1 
not his? What nature or corruption faith at ſtarts in yow! 
r gard not: your thoughts of yourſelf, when ſin aud guiltiveh 
rvanl you in the ear, and when you have a fight of 70 d. 
ervings 


n he 


th your prayen 
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ervings, are apocrypha, and not ſcripture, I hope. Hear what | 1 
„Lord ſaith of you, He will ſpeak peace: if your Maſter ſa y, | 
quit you, I ſhall then bid you eat aſhes for bread, and drink 
aters of gall and worm-wood. But, howbeit Chriſt out of his 
en mouth ſhould ſeem to ſay, I come not for thee, as he did, 
Hat. xv. 24. yet let me ſay, The words of tempting Jeſus are 
ot to be ſtretched as ſcripture beyond his intenti n, ſeeing his +. 
tention in ſpeaking them is to ſtrengthen, not to deceive; | 
ad therefore here faith may contradict what Chriſt ſoemeth 

t firſt to ſay, and ſo may ye. I charge yon, by the mercies 

f God, be not that cruel to grace and the new hirth, as to 

iſt water on your own coal by miſbelief: if ye muſt die, 

1s I know ye ſhall not) it were a folly to flay yourſelf, 3. 1 

lope*ye love the new birth and a claim ro Chriſt, howbeit 

e do not make it good; and if ye were in hell, and faw the 

:renly face of lovely, ten thouſand times lovely Jeſus, that 

th God's hue, and God's fair, fair and comely red and white, 

Phercwith it is beautified beyond compariſon and imagination, 

e conſd not forbear to ſay, Oh if I could but blow a kiſs from 

y finful mouth, from hell up to heaven, upon his cheeks, that 

re a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers, Cant. v. 13. I hope ye 

are ſay, O faireſt ſight of heaven! O boundlefs maſs of cru— 

ified and {lain Love for me, give me leave to wiſh to love thee! 

Flower and Bloom of heaven and earth's love! O angels 

Vonder! O thou, the Father's eternal ſealed Love] and O 

hon, God's old delight! and give me leave to ſtand beſide thy 
ve, and look in and wonder, and give me leave to with to love 1 
hee, if J can do no more.“ 4. We being born in atheiſm, and 1 
airns/of the houſe that we are come of, it is no new thing, my 
ear brother, for us to be under jealouſies and miſtakes about 1 
he love of God. What think ye of this, that the man Chriſt 

vas tempted to believe there were but two perſons in the bleſſed 

-01-head, and that the Son of God, the ſubſtarce and co- 

ternal Son, was not the lawful Son of God? Did not Satan 

er, If thou be the Son of God? 5. Ye ſay, that ye know not 

het to do. Your Head ſaid once that ſame word, or not fur 

ronwit, John x11, 2) Now 1s me foul troubled, and what hall 

\a? And faith anſwered Chxiſt's What Mall I ſay ? with theſe 

Fords, O tempted Saviour, aſkeſt thou, What hall I ſay? 

7, Pras, Father, fave me from this hour? What courſe can“ 

ſe take but pray and friſt Chriſt his own comforts? Ile is no 

lyyour, take his word. Oh (fay ye) I cannot prav. Anſwer, 

loneſt ſighing is faith breathing and whiſpering in the ear: the 
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| te 5 not ont of faith, where there is ſiphing, looking up with 
0 ne eyes, and breathing toward God. Lam. iii. 36. Hide not 
, bine ear at my breathing. But what fla 1 do in ſpiritual en | 
reifes? ve fav. Anſw If ve k art eulerty whe 1 N 
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it were not a ſpiritual exerciſe. 2. In my weak judgment i; 
would firſt ſay, I will glorify God in believing David's {ly 
tion, and the bride's marriage with the Lamb, and love the 
church's flain huſband, although 1 cannot for the preſent he. 
lieve mine own ſalvation. 3. Say, 1 will not paſs from ny 
claim; ſuppoſe Chriſt would paſs from his claim to me, it (hl 
not go back upon my ſide: howbeit my love to him be ng 
worth a.drink of water, yet Chriſt ſhall have it ſuch as it i; 
4. Say, I ſhall rather ſpill twenty prayers, than not pray at all 
let my broken words go up to heaven: when they come up u 
the great Angel's golden cenſer, that compaſſionate Advocat 
will put together my broken prayers, and perfume them: work 
are but accents of prayer. Oh (ſay ye) I am ſlain with hab 
neſs of heart, and troubled with confuſed and melancholion 
thoughts. Anſw. My dear brother, What would ye concluk 
thence, that ye know not well who aught zou? I grant: 0h, 
my heart is hard! Oh, my thoughts of faithleſs forrow | Ergy, 
i know not who aught me, were good logic in heaven among 
angels and the glorified ; but down in Chriſt's hoſpital, wher 
lick and diſtempered fouls are under cure, it is not worth 1 
itraw : give Chriſt time to end his work in your heart; hol 
on in feeling and bewailing your hardneſs, for that is ſoftneſ v 
feel hardneſs. 2. I charge you to make pſalms of Chriſt's pri 
ies for his begun work of grace; make Chriſt your mulic ant 
your ſong; for complaining and feeling of want doth often ivi- 
low up your praiſes. What think you of thoſe who go to lit 
never troubled with ſuch thoughts? If your exerciſe be the vi 
to hell, God help me; I have a cold coal to blow at, and a bal 
paper for heaven; 1 give you Chriſt's caution, and my ber 
ven ſurety for your falvation. Lend Chriſt your melanchqh 
for Satan hath no right to make a chamber in your melancholz 
borrow joy and comforts from the comforter z bid the Spirit 
his office in you; and remember that faith is one thing, aud il 
tecling and notice of faith another: God forbid: that felt 
were preprium quarto modo to all the ſaints z and that this ves 
good reaſoning, no feeling, no grace. I am ſure, ye were 
always, thcle twenty years by paſt, actually knowing that l 
live; yet all this time ve are living: ſo is it with the lit 
faith. But, alas! dear brother, it is eaſy for me to {peak word 
and ſyllabies of peace; but Ila lvii. 19, tclleth you, 1 creat 
peace; there is but one Creator, ve know. Oh, that ye 9 
get a letter of peace ſent you from heaven! Pray for me, ® 
tor grace to be faithful, and gifts to be able with tongue 1 

p=1 to glorify God. I forget you not. ir. 4 SIO 
9. Andrews, Jau. &. © Yours in his for, 
1530. Lord Fejus, 8. | 
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| 31. To my Lady BOYD. | 

Madam, | 5 N . OW 

Received your Ladyſhip's letter; but, becauſe I was ſtill go- 

| ing through the country for the affairs of the church, I have 
d no time to anſwer it. I had never more cauſe to fear than 
| have now, when my Lord bath reſtored me to my ſecond cre- 
ted heaven on earth, and hath turned my apprehended fears in- 
to joys, and great deliverance to his church, whereof I have my 
hare and part. Alas, that weeping prayers, anſwered and ſent 

back from heaven with joy, ſhould not have laughing praiſes [ 
WO that this land would repent, and lay burdens of praiſes upon 
the top of fair mount Zion]! Madam, except this land be hum- 
bled, a reformation is rather my wonder than belief at this time; 
but ſurely it muſt be a wonder, and what is done already is a 
vonder: our Lord muſt reſtore beauty to his churches without 
hire; for we were ſold without money, and now our buyers re- 
pent them of the bargain, and would gladly give again better 
cheap than they bought us : they devoured Jacob, and ate up his 
people as bread ; now Jacob is grown a living child in their 
womb, and they would fain be delivered of the child, and ren- 
der the birth; our Lord ſhall be Midwife. Oh that this land 
be not like Ephraim, an unwiſe ſon, that ſtayeth too long in 
the place of breaking forth of children! Your Ladyſhip is bleſ- 
ſed with children, who are honoured to build up Chriſt's waſte 
places again; I believe your Ladyſhip will think them well be- 
ſtowed on that work, and that Zion's beauty is your joy: this 
is a mark and evidence from heaven, which helpeth weak ones 
to hold their grip, when other marks fail them. I hope your 
Ladyſhip is at a good underſtanding with Chriſt; and that, as 
becometh a Chriſtian, ye take him up aright (for many miſtake 
and miſhape Chriſt) in his comings and goings; your wants and 
falls proclaim, ye have nothing of your own, but what ye 
borrow z « (nay, yourſelf is not your own) but Chriſt hath 
| Liven himſelf to you ; put Chriſt to the bank, and heaven ſhall 
be your intereſt and income; love him, for ye cannot ovee- love 
him take up your houſe in Chriſt, let him dwell in you, and 
aide in him; and then ye may look out of Chriſt, and laugh 
at the clay-heavens, that the ſons of men. are ſeeking after in 
this fide of the water. Chriſt mindeth to make your lofles grace's 
great advantage: Chriſt will loſe nothing of you; nay, not 
your ſins, for he hath an uſe for them, as well as for your ſer- 
"ice; howbeit ye are to lothe yourſelf for theſe. J hope ye 
tetch all the heaven ye have here in this life from that which is 
up above; and that your anchor is caſten as high and deep as 

hriſt; oh, but it is far and many a mile to his bottom | it 1 
Tay known long ſince, as I do now, (though till, alas! I am 
ignorant) what was in Chriſt, I would not have been ſo late in 
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ſtarting to the gate to ſeek. him. Oh, what can I do or fun 
him, who hath made the north render me back again | A 4 
is no ſure priſon to him for the keeping of dry bones. es 
me, that my fooliſh forrow and unbelief, being/on horſe.bac, 
did ride fo proudly and witleſsly over my Lord's . providence: 
but when my faith was afleep, Chriſt was awake; and now 
when I am awake, I ſay, he did all things well. Oh, inne 
wiſdom ! Oh, incomparable loving kindneſs ! Alas that thy 
heart I have, is fo little and worthleſs for ſuch a Lord as Crit 
is ! Oh, what odds find the ſaints in hard trials, when they feg 
ſap at their roots, betwixt them and ſun burat- withered pro- 
feſſors ! crofles and ſtorms cauſe them to caſt their blooms and 
leaves. Poor worldlings, what will ye do, when the ſpan-lengh 
of your forenoon's laughter is ended, and when the weeping ſid 
of providence is turned to you? I put all the favours ye ha 
beſtowed on my brother upon Chriſt's ſcore, in whoſe books 
are many ſuch counts, and who will requite them: I with you 
to be builded more and more upon the ſtone laid in Zion, and 
then ye ſhall be the more fit to have a hand in rebuilding our 
Lord's fallen tabernacle in this land, in which ye ſhall find 
great peace, when ye come to grips with death, the king d 
terrors. The God of peace be with your Ladyſhip, and Reeg 
you blameleſs till the day of our Lord Jeſus. 
St. Andrews. Your Ladyſbip'r at all bedience in 
his feveet Lord aud Maſter, S.R, 
—_—— — 
32. To his very dear friend, JOHN FENNICE. 

Much honoured and dear friend, CAR EL: I 1 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: the neceſſary imped- 
ments of my calling have hitherto kept ore from making 
a return to your letter, the heads whereof I ſhall now brief 
anſwer; as, 1. I approve your going to the Fountain, when 
your own ciſtern is dry: a difference there muſt be betwixt 
Chriſt's well and your borrowed water; and why but ye haue 
need of emptineſs and drying up, as well as ye bave need 
of the well? want, and a hole, there muſt be in our veſſel, to 
leave room to Chriſt's art; his well hath its own need of thirlty 
drinkers, to commend infinite love, which from eternity did 


brew ſuch a cellar of living waters for us; Ye commend his 


tree love; and it is well done: oh, if I could help you, and if 
could be maſter-conveener, to gather an earth- full and an hea- 
ven-full of tongues, dipped and ſteeped in my Lord's well of 
love, or his wine of love, even tongues drunken with his love, 
to raiſe a ſong of praites to him, betwixt the eaſt and welt end, 
and furtheſt points of the broad heavens ! if I were in your caſe 
(as alas! my dry and dead heart is not now i that garden)! 
would borrow leave to come, and ſtand upon tix banks 4 
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. 32. r 
* of that ſea of love, and be a feaſted foul, to ſee love's fair 
de, free love's big and lofty waves, each of thera higher than 
n earths, lowing in upon pieces & loſt clay. O welcome, 
-elcome, great tea! Oh, if I had as much love for wideneſs 
and breadth, as twenty outmoſt ſhells and ſpheres of heaven of 
beavens, that | might receive in a little flood of his free love ! 
ome, come, dear friend, and be pained, that the King's wine 
cellar of free love and his banqueting houſe (O ſo wide, ſo ſtate- 
ly! O ſo God: like, ſo glory - like 7. ſhould be ſo :bundant, fo 
crerflowing, and your {ſhallow veſſel fo little, to take in ſome 
part ot that love: but ſince it cannot come into you, for want 
of room, enter yourſelf in this fea of love, and breathe under 
theſe waters, and die of love, and live as one dead and drowned 
of this love. But why do ye complain of waters going over your 
ſoul, and that the ſmoke ofthe terror? of a wrathful Lord doth 
almoſt ſuffocate you, and bring you to death's brink ? I know 
the fault is in your eyes, not in him; it is not the rock that 
fleeth and moveth, but the green failor ; if your ſenſe and ap- 
prehenſion be made judge of his love, there is a graven image 
made preſently, even a changed god, and a foe-god, who was 
once (when ye waſhed your ſteps with butter, and the rock 
poured you out rivers of oil, Job xxix. 6.) a Friend-God. Ei- 
ther pow or never let God work: ye had never, ſince ye was a 
man, ſuch a fair field of faith; for a painted hell, and an ap- 
prehenſion of wrath from your Father is faith's opportunity to 
try what ſtrength is in it. Now give God as large a meaſure 
of charity as ye have of forrow : now ſee faith to be faith in- 
deed, if ye can make your grave betwixt Chriſt's feet, and ſay, 
Though he ſhould fly me, I will truſt in him; his believed 
ore ſhall be my winding-ſheet, and all my grave-clothes; I 
{hall roll and ſew in my foul, my flain ſoul, in that web, his 
ſweet and free love: and let him write upon my grave, Here 
leth a believing dead man, breathing out and making an hole 
in death's broad-lide, and the breath of faith cometh forth thro? 
the hole.” See now if ye can overcome and prevail with God, 
and wreſtle God's tempting to death quite out of breath, as that 
renowned wreſtler did, Hol. xii. 3. Aud by his frength be had 
wer with Cod ver. 4. Na, he had prover over the Angel, and 
prevailed, He is a ſtrong man indeed, who overmatcheth hea- 
ven's ſtrength, and the holy One of IIrael, the ſtrong Lord, 
which is done by a ſecret ſupply of divine ſtrength within, where- 
with the weakeſt being ſtrengthened, overcome and conquer. 
It ſhall be great vitory, to blow out the flame of that furnace 
ye are now in, with the breath of faith: aud when hell, men, 
Q malice, cruelty, falfhood, devils, the ſeeming glooms of a ſweet 
Lord, meet you in the teeth, if ye then, as a captive of hope, 
one fettered in hope's priſon, run to your &rong-hold, even 


irvm 


380 Mr. RUTHERFOORD; *« Epi, 4x 


from God glooming to God glooming; and believe th 
tion of the Lard in.the dark, which i. your. anly vidtory * 
enemies are but pieces of malicious clay; they ſhall die as ms 
and be confounded. . But that your troubles are many at I 
and arrows come in from all airths, from, country, friends, wi 
children, foes, eſtate, and right-down from God, who i; 1 
hope and ſtay of your ſoul, I confeſs is more, and very ben 
to be born: yet all theſe are not more than grace; all theſe hi 
of coals, caſten in your ſea of mercy, cannot dry it up. Yay 
troubles are many and great, yet not an ounce weight beym 
the meaſure of infinite wiſdom, I hope, nor beyond the mea 
of grace that he is to beſtow.z for our Lord never yet brake th 
back of his child, nor ſpilt his own work: nature's plaiſteriy 
and counterfeit-work he doth often break in ſheards and pu; 
teth out a candle not lighted at the Sun, of Righteouſneſs; by 
he muſt cheriſh bis own reeds, and handle them ſoftly ; nem 
a reed getteth a thruſt with the Mediator's hand, to lay to 
ther the two ends of the reed. O what bonds and. ligament 
hath our Chirurgeon of broken ſpirits, to bind up all bis lan 
and bruiſed ones with ! caſt your disjointed ſpirit in his la 
and lay your burden upon One, who is ſo willing to take you 
cares and your fears off you, and to exchange and niffer your 
croſſes, and to give you new for old, and gold for iron, eva 
to give you garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. [ti 
true in a great part what ye write of this kirk, that the letter 
of religion only is reformed, and ſcarce that: I do not beliew, 
our Lord will build his Zion in this land, upon this {kin of rs 
formation: fo long as our ſcum remaineth, and our heart. dl 
are keeped, this work muſt be at a ſtand; and therefore ou 
Lord muſt yet fift this land, and ſearch us with candles ; zud 
now, he ſhall give and not ſell us his kingdom. His grace at 
our remaining guiltineſs muſt be compared, and the one mult 
teen in the glory of it, and the other in the ſinfulneſs of it; u 
I deſire to believe, and would gladly hope to. ſee, that the g 
cing and ſhining luſtre of glory, coming from the, diamonds 
ſtones ſet in the crown of our Lord Jeſus, ſhall caſt rays 1 
beams many thouſand miles about. I hope Chriſt is upon 
great marriage; and that his wooing and ſuiting of his excel 
bride doth take its beginning from us, the ends of the ein 
O wha! joy and what glory would 1 judge it, if my heaven (hou 
be ſaſpended till I might have leave to run on foot to be 2 , 
neſs of that marriage-glory, and ſee Chriſt put on the glory a 
his lat married bride, and his laſt marriage love on earth, vb 
he ſhall enlarge his love-bed, and ſet it upon the top of 1 
mountains, and take in the elder ſiſter, the Jews, and the 
neſs of the Gentiles ! It were heaven's honour and glory "W 
earth, to be his lackey, to run at his horſe's foot, and bony 
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train of his marriage robe- royal, in the day of our high and 
val Solomon's eſpoufals. But O what glory to have a feat 
bed in Jeſus's chariot, that is bottomed with gold, and pav- 
| and lined over, and floored within with love for the daugh- 
is of ſernfalem! Cant. iii. 10. To ly upon ſuch a King's 
ve, were a bed next to the flower of heaven's glory, I ara 
ery to hear vou ſpeak, in your letter, of a God angry at you, 
Jof the ſenſe of his indignation, which only ariſeth from 
fering, for ſuffering for Jeſus, all that is now come upon 
u. Indeed apprehended wrath flameth out of ſuch aſhes 2s 
prebended ſin, but not from ſuffering for Chriſt : but, ſup- 
ſe ye were in hell, for by-gones and for old debt, I hope ye 
ve Chriſt a great ſum'of charity, to believe the ſweetneſs cf 
love, I know what it is to tin in that kind; it is to fin 
it (if it were peflible) the unchangeableneſs of a God-head out 
Chriſt, and to fin away a lovely unchangeable God. Put more 
oneſt apprehenſions upon Chriſt, put on his own maſk upon bis 
ce, and not your vail made of unbelief, which ſpeaketh as if he 
orrowed love to you from you, and your demexits and finful de- 
rvings. Oh, no! Chriſt is man, but he is not like man; he hath 
an's love in heaven, but it is luſtred with God's love, and it is 
ery God's love ye have to do with: when your wheels go about, 
e ſtandeth ſtill. Let God be God, and be ye a man, and have 
e the deſerving of man, and the ſin of one, who hath ſuffer- 
| your Well-beloved to flip away, nay, he hath refuſed him, 
ntrance, when he was knocking, till his head and locks were 
rozen: yet what is that to him? His book keepeth your name, 
nd is not printed and re-printed, and changed and correQed : 
nd why, but he ſhould go to his place and hide himſelf ? how- 
eit his departure be his own good work, vet the belief of it in 
nat manner is your ſin; but wait on till he return with ſalvati- 
n, and cauſe you rejoice in the latter end. It is not much to 
omplain; but rather believe than complain, and fit in the 
aſt, and cloſe your mouth, till he make your ſown light grow 
gain: for your affl'ctions are not eternal, time will end them, 
nd fo ſhall ye at length ſeę the Lord's ſalvation; his love ſleep- 
th not, but is ſtill in working for you; his ſalvation will not 
ary nor linger 3 and ſuffering for him is the nobleſt croſs that 
* out of heaven. Yeur Lord hath the wail and choice of ten 
nonfand other/croffes, beſide this, to exerciſe you withal ; but 
1 wiſdom and-his love wailed and choofed ov: this for vou, be- 
de them all: and take it as a choice one, and make uſe of it, 
d as ve look to this world as your ſtep-mother, in your borrow- 
g briſon; for it is a love-look to heaven, and the other fide 
be Vater, that God ſeeketh: and this is the fruit, the flow- 
anch bloom growing out of vour croſs, that ve be a dead man 
ie time, to clay, to gold, to country, to friends, wife, chil- 
B b b aren 
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dren, and all pieces of created nothings; for in them there 
not a ſeat nor bottom for ſoul's love. O what room is for . 
. Jah Jou 

love (if & were as broad as the fea) up in heaven and in Goa 
and what would, not Chyzſt give for your love ?,. God ow 6 
much for your foul ; and bleſſed are ye if ye have a love fy 
him, and can call in your ſoul's love from all idols, and a 
make a God of God, a God of Chriſt, and draw a line betyiy 
your heart and bim. If your deliverance come not, Chrifh 
preſence and his believed love muſt ſtand as caution and ſurey 
for your deliverance, till your Lord fend it in bis bleſſed ting; 
for Chriſt hath many ſalvations, if we could fee them: and] 
would think it better born comfort and joy, that cometh fron 
the faith of deliverance, and the faith of his love, than tha 
which cometh from deliverance itſelf., It is not much mati 
if ye find eaſe to your afflicted foul, what be the means, eithe 
of your own wiſhing, or of God's chooſing z the latter | nM 
{ure is beſt, and the comfort ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt : let the ii 
Lord abſolutely have the ordering of your evils and trouble, 
and put them off you, by recommending your creſs and yay 
furnace to him, who hath {kill to melt his own metal, a 
knoweth well what to do with his own furnace; let your hean 
be willing, that God's fire have your tin, and braſs, and dro 
to conſent to want corruption, is a greater mercy than may 
profeſſore do well know; and to refer the manner of God 
phyſic to his own wiſdom, whether it be by drawing blood, x 
giving ſugared drinks: that he cureth ſick folks without pain 
it is a great point of faith; and to believe Chriſt's crots te bet 
friend, as he himſelf is a Friend, is alſo a ſpecial act of faith: 
but when ye are over the water, this cafe ſhall be a yeſterdy, 
iſt an hundred years ere ye were born; and the cup of plon 
thall waſh the memory of all this away, and make i as nothing; 
only now take Chriſt in with you under your, yoke, and let ps 
tience have her perfect work; for this haſte is your infirmity 
The Lord is riſing up to do you good in the latter end: putdl 
the faith of his ſalvation, and tee him poſting and haſting t. 
wards you. Sir, my employments, being ſo great, hinder u 
to write at more length; excuſe me: I hope to be mindful d 
you. I ſhall be obliged to vou, if ye help me with your pr 
ers for this people, this college, and my own poor ſoul. G. 
be with you. Remember. my love to your wife. | 
St. Andrews, Feb. 17 5 Tours inChiil 
1640. g Jeſus, 8. * 
re 
33. To the much honoured PETER STIRLING. 

Much hinoured and worthy Sir, | 
Received yours, and cannot but be aſhamed that miltak 


| love hath brought me in court and account in che wy 
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od's children, eſpecially of another nation. 1 ſhould not 
Ake a lie of the grace of God, if I ſhould think I have little 
ire of it myſelf : O how much better were it for me, to ſtand 
che counting table of many for # balf-penny, and to be e- 
emed a liker, rather than a lover of Ohriſt 4 If 1 were weigh- 
, vanity ſhould bear down the ſcale, as having weight in the 
lance above me, except my lovely Saviour ſhould caſt in be- 
de me ſome of his borrowed worth. And, Oh, if I wee 
writing now ſincerely in this extenuation, which may be, and 1 
ear is, ſubtile and cozening pride ! I would I could love ſome- 
hing of heaven's worth, in you and all of your metal. O how 
appy were I, if I could regain and conquer back from the crea- 
irre my (old and loſt love, that I might lay it upon heaven's 
Tewel, that ever, ever blooming Flower of the higheſt garden, 
ven my foul-redeeming and never-enough prized Lord Jeſus ! 
WO that he would waſh my love, and put it on the Mediator's 
heel, and refine it from its droſs and tin, that I might propire- 
nd gift that Lord, fo love-worthy, with all my love! O if 1 
ould' ſet a leaſe of thouſands of years, and a ſuſpenſion of my 
part of heaven's glory, and friſt till a long day my deſired ſalva- 
jon, ſo being could, in this lower kitchen and under-vault of 
this creation, be feaſted with his love, and that I might be a 
oot· tool to His glory, before men and angels! Oh if he wou d 
et out heaven's fountain upon withered me, dry and ſapleſs me 
Wit J were but fick of love for his love, (and Oh, how ou d 
that ſickneſs delight mel) how ſweet would that eaſing and e- 
freſhing pain be to my foul?” I ſhall be glad to be a witneſs to 
behold the kingdems of the world become Chriſt's: I could 


ing Lorg act that propheſied part of his foul- conquering love, 
in taking into his kingdom the greater ſiſter, that kirk of the 
Jews, who {onie&times courted our Well-beloved for her litt e 
liter, Cant. viii. 8. to behold him ſet up as an enſigu and ban- 
ner of love, to the ends of the world. And truly we are to be- 
liexe, that his wrath is ripe for the land of graven images, and 
for the falling of that mill-ſtone in the midſt of the fea. Grace 
be with you. 


St. Andrews, March 6. Yours in his fweet Lord 
1 ; | 1640. | ; Jeſuc, os 
TTT 
* 34. To the Lady FIN GAS K. 
Madam, 
Bae mercy and peace be to you: though not acquaipt- 
A cd, yet, at the deſire of a Chriſtian, I make bold to write 
ae or two unto you by way of counſel, (howbeit 1 be- mot 
a But for that.) 1 hear, and I bleſs the Father of lights for it, 
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tay out of heaven many years, to ſee that victorious triumph- . 
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that ye have a ſpirit ſet to ſeek God, and that the poſture q 
Your heart is to look heaven-ward z which is a work and og 
the Mediator Chriſt's right-hand, who putteth on the ben 
new frame, for the which I would have your Ladyſhip to ſe, 
tye and bond of obedience laid upon you, that all may be dong 
not fo much from obligation of law, as from the tye of fig 
love ; that the law of ranſom; paying by Chriſt may be the chig 
ground of all your obedience, ſeeing that ye are not under th 
law, but under grace. Withal, know, that unbelief is a (yi, 
tual ſin, and ſo not ſeen by nature's light; and that all conſs 
ence faith is not ſcripture; ſuppoſe your heart bear witnek x 
gainſt you, for ſins done long ago; yet, becauſe many: hay 
pardon with God, that have not peace with themſelves, je n 
to ſtand and fall by Chriſt's eſteem and verdict of you, aud ug 
by that which your heart ſaith, Buppoſe it may by accident h 
a good ſign, to be jealous of your heavenly Huſband's love, jo 
it is a ſinful ſign ; as there be ſome happy fins (if I may ſpe 
io) not of themſelves, but becauſe they are neighboured vil 
faith and love. And fo, worthy Lady, I would have you hal 
by this, that the ancient love of an old Huſband ſtandeth fig 
and {ure ; and let faith bing by this ſmall thread, that he ly 
ed you before he laid the corner-ſtone of the world; and ther 
fore he cannot change his mind, becauſe he is God, and rel 
in his love. Neither is fin in you a good reaſon, wherefore x 
ſhould doubt of him, or think, hecaule fin hath put you inth 
_ courteſy and reverence of juſtice, that therefore he is wrt 
with you: neither is it preſumption in you, to lay the burda 
_ of your falvation upon One mighty to ſave; ſo being ye lays 
ſide all confidence in yourſelf, your worth and righteouſnel, 
True faith is humble, and ſeeth no way to eſcape but onlyn 
Chriſt : and I believe ye have put an eſteem and high price upu 
Chriſt ; and they cannot but believe, and ſo be ſaved, wil 
love Chriſt, and to whom he is precious: for the love of Clit 
Math choſen Chriſt as a Lover; and it were not like God, itf 
ſhould chooſe him as your liking, and he not chooſe you agal: 
nay, he hath prevented you in that; ſor ye have not col 
him, but he hath choſen you. 0 conſider his lovelineſs a 
beauty, and that there is nothing which can commend u 
make fair heaven or earth, or the creature, that is not in ht 
in infinite perfection; for fair fun and fair moon are black, 26 
think ſhame to ſhine before his fairneſs, Ila. xxiv. 23. . 
heavens and excellent Jeſus; weak angels, and ſtrong 
mighty Jeſus; fooliſh angel wiſdom, and only wiſe }:i 
ſh rt living creature, and long living, and ever living 3 
cnc of days; miſerable and ſickly, and wretched are i 
things that are within time's circle, and only, only b. 
3-tus,} If ye can wind in his love (and he giveth you lee 
lam, and allurements alſo) what a ſecond heaven's pry 
a 70 
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Co heaven's glory is it to be hot and burned with fevers of 
ve-ficknels for him? and the more your Ladyſhip drinks of 
\is love, there is the more room, and the greater delight and 
fire for this love. Be homely, and hunger for a feaſt and 
ill of his love: for that is the borders and march of heaven: 
oching bath a nearer reſemblance to the cobour and hue and 

ure of heaven than Chriſt loved, and o breathe out love- 
ords, and love-ſighs for him. Reqember what he is; when 
venty thouſand millions of heaven's lovers have worn their 
arts thread bare of love, all is nothing, yea, leſs than no- 
thing to his matchleſs worth and excellency : O fo broad and 
o deep as the ſea of his defireable lovelineſs is! gloribed ſpirits, 
riumphing angels, the crowned and exalted lovers of heaven, 
and without his lovelineſs, and cannot put à circle on it. Oh, 
if fin and time were from betwixt us, and that royal and King's 
ove, that high Majeſty, eternity's Bloom, and Flower of high 
luſtred beauty might ſhine upon pieces of created ſpirits, and 
might bedew and overflow. us, who are portions of endleſs mi- 
ſery, and lumps ot redeemed fin! Alas, what do I ? 1 but ſpill 
and loſe words in ſpeaking highly of him, who will bide and be 
above the mulic- and ſongs of heaven, and never be enough 
praiſed by us all; to whole boundleſs and bottomleſs love I re- 
commend your Ladyſhip, and am - | 
St. Andrews, March 27. Your Ladyſhip's in 


1640. | Chriſt Feſus, S. R. 
35. To his reverend and dear brother, Mr. DAVID 
| DICKSON, 


Reverend and dear brother, 


EL look like the houſe whereof ye are a branch; the croſs 
is a part of the life-rent, that lieth to all the ſons of the 
houſe, I deſire to ſuffer with you, if I could take a lift of your 
houle-trial off you; but ye have preached it, ere I knew any 
thing of God: your Lord may gather his roſes, and ſhake his 
apples, at what ſeaſon of the year he pleafeth ; each huſband- 
man cannot make harveſt when he pleaſeth, as he can do: ye 
are taught to know and adore his ſovereignty, which he exer- 
ciſeth over you, which yet is luſtred with mercy. The child 
hath but changed a bed in the garden, and is planted up higher 
nearer the ſun, where he ſhall thrive better than in this out- geld 
moor- ground: ye muſt think your Lord would not want him 
one hour longer; and ſince the date of your loan of him was 
expired (as it is if ye read the leaſe) let him have his own with 
gain, as good reaſon were. 1 read on it an exaltation and a rich- 
er meaſure of grace, as the ſweet fruit of your croſs; and I am 
bold to ſav, that that college, where your Maſter bath ſet you 
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now, ſhall find it. Lam content, that Chriſt is ſo hot 
my dear brother, David Dickſon, as to bor nen 4 


take and give with him; and ye Know, What are called they 
fitations of ſuch a friend; it is to 5 5 to the houſe, aud 
homely with what is yours. I perſuade myſelf upon his cell 
Ke bath left drink money, and that he hath made the hohle 
better of him: 1 envy not his waking love, who ſaw that ih 
water was to be paſt through, and that now the number of «if 
ſes lying in your way to glory are fewer by one than whe! 
ſaw you; they muſt decreaſe. It is better than any ancient 
modern commentary on your text, that ye preich upon, i 
Glaſgow : read and fpell right, for he knoweth what he dof 
he is only lopping and fnedding a fruitful tree, that it may U 
more fruitful. I congratulate heartily with you his new welch 
to your new charge, Deareſt brother, go on and faint ng 
ſomerhing of yours is in heaven, beſide the fleſh of your exit 
Saviour, and ye go on after your own. Titie's thread is thor, 
er by one inch than it was: an oath is ſworn and paſt the ſe 
whether afflictions will or not, ye muſt ROE and ſwell out'd 
your ſhell, and live, and triumph, and reign, and be more tha 
a conqueror : for your Captain, who leadeth you on, is mon 
than Conqueror, and he makes you partaker of his conquel 
and victory. Did not love to you compel me, T'would not feic 


water to the well, and ſpeak to one who knoweth better than 


can do what God is doing with him. Remember my love 
your wife, to Mr. John, and all friends there. Let us be help 


ed by your prayers, for 1 ceaſe nat to. make mention of pon! 


the Lord as I dow. Grace bè with you. 

St. Andrews, May 28. , Tours in his ſaweet Lord 
e 
HARHHDAH HHH + + HH 
| FH 20. To, my Lady BOYD... 1 

'4 Madam, | Beine. - 17 12 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Impute it not to! 
diſreſpective forget fulneſs of your Ladyſhip, who min. 
ſtred to me in my bonds, that 1 write not to you: 1 wich! 
could ſpeak or write what might do good to your Ladyſhip; 
eſpecially now, when I think ye cannot but have deep thought 
of the deep and bottomleſs ways of our Lord, in taking 2d 
with a ſudden and wonderful ſtroke, your brethren and friend. 
Ye may know, all that die for fin, die not in fin; and tba 
none can teach the Almighty knowledge: he anſwereth none 
of our courts; and no man can ſay, What doſt thou ? It ist 
your brethren ſaw not many ſummers; but adore and fear le 
lovereignty of the great Potter, who maketh and marreth bs, 
clay-vellels, when and how it pleaſech him. The under-gar# 
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oy bis own 4 and all that gr oweth in it: 785 abſolute 
wy [o-bidirg ; the flowers are his own : if ſome be 5 
mmer-apples,, he may pluck them down, before others. , 0 
bat wiſdom is it to believe, and not to diſpute, to ſubject the 
oughts to by court, and not to repine at any act of, his juſ- 
ce? he hath done jt, all fleſh be filent. It is impoſſible to be 
bil ve and religiouſly patient, if je ſtay your thoughts down 
ong the confuſed rollings and wheels of ſecond. cauſes; as, 
dh, the place} Oh, the time! Ob, if this bad been, this had 
ot followed! Oh, the linking of this accident with this time 
ad place ! Look vp to the maſter· motion and the firſt wheel; 
e and read the decree of heaven and the Creator of men, who 
reweth death to his children, and the manner of it: and they 
e far in a mill- ſtone, and have eyes that make a hole to ſee 
rough the one ſide of a mountain to the other, who can take 
p his ways; how unfearchable are his judgments, and bis 
ays paſt finding out [ His providence, halteth not, hut goeth 
ith even and equal legs; yet are they not the greateſt ſinners 
pon whom the tower of Siloam fell. Was not time's leaſe ex- 
red, and the ſand of heaven's ſand-glaſs ſet by our Lord run 
ut ? Is not he an unjuſt debitor, who payeth due debt with 
hiding? T believe, Chriſtian Lady, your faith leaveth that 
nuch credit to our Lord's judgments, . as to believe, howbeit ye 
e in blood ſib to that, croſs, that yet ye are exempted and freed 
om the gall and wrath that is in it, I dare not deny but 
Job xviit. 15.) The king of terrors dwelleth in the wicked 
an's tabernacle 3; brimſtone ſhall be ſcattered on his habitati- 
n; yet, Madam, it is ſafe for you to live upon the faith of 
dis love, whoſe.arrows are over-watered and pointed with love 
ind mercy to his own, and who knoweth how to take you and 
ours out of the roll and book of the dead. Our Lord hath 
Pot the eyes of fleſh, in diſtributing wrath to the thoufandth 
Wcncration without exception. Seeing ye are not under the 
uu, but under grace, and married to another Huſband; wrath 
not the court that ye arediable to. As I would not wiſh, nei- 
her do I believe your Ladyſhip doth deſpiſe; fo neitker faint. 
Read and ſpell aright all the words and ſyllables in the viſitati- 
on, and miſcall neither letter nor ſyllable in it. Come along 
ith the Lord, and fee, and lay no more weight upon the 
than your Chriſt hath laid upon it. If the law's bill get an 
nſwer from Chriſt, the curſes of it can do no more: and I hope 
Pe have reſolved, that if he ſhould grind you to powder, pour 
uſt and powder ſhall believe his ſalvation. And who can tell, 
hat thoughts of love and peace our Lord hath to your children? 
WW truſt he thall make them famous, in executing the written 
udgments npon the enemies of the Lord; this honour have all 
Is ſaints, Pialm cxlix. 9. and that they ſhall bear tones on 


their 


388 Mr. RUTHERFOORD'. Teil. 
their ſhoulders for building that fair city, that is called, 
xvi, 35. The Lord is there. And happy ſhall they be, who 
have a hand in the ſacking of Babel, and come out in the Yew 
of vengeance, for the controverſy of Zion, againſt the lin g 
graven images. Therefore, Madam, let the Lord make oy g 
your father's houſe any work, even of judgment that he gl 
eth: what is wrath to others, is mercy to you and your hon 
It is faith's work, to claim and challenge loving kindneſs out 
all the rougheſt ſtrokes of God. Do that for the Lord, whis 
ye will do for time; time will calm your heart at that which 
God hath done, and let our Lord have it now. What lore 
did bear to friends now dead, ſeeing they ſtand now in no ne 
of it, let it fall as juſt legacy to Chriſt. Oh, how ſweet to yy 
out many ſtrange lovers, and to put in Chriſt | It is much iy 
our half-ſhin affections, to part with that, which we believe n 
have right unto : but the fervant's will ſhould be our will; 2 
he is the beſt ſervant, who retaineth leaſt of his own will, a/ 
moſt of his maſter's. That much wiſdom muſt be afcribedy 
our Lord, that he knoweth how to lead his own in-through al 
out-through the little time-hells, and the pieces of time-durin 
wraths in this life; and yet keep ſafe his love without any bly 
upon the old and great ſeal of free election: and ſeeing hi 
mountains of braſs, the mighty and ftrong decrees of free gu 


in Chriſt, ſtand fare, and the covenant ſtandeth faſt for eve, 


as the days of heaven, let him ſtrike and nurture : his ſtriki 
muſt be a very act of ſaving : ſeeing ſtrokes upon his ſecret ons 
come from the ſoft and heavenly hand of the Mediator, a 
his rods are ſteeped and watered in that flood and river of lot 
that cometh from the God-man's heart of our ſoul-loving al 
foul-redezming Jesus. I hope ye are content to friſt the Cl 
tioner of mankind his own conqueſt, heaven, till he pay it yu 
and bring you to a ſtate of glory, where he ſhall never crook! 
finger upon, nor lift a hand to you again: and be content, WA 
withal greedily covetous of grace, the intereſt and pledge "NN 
glory. If I-did not believe your crop to be on the ground, 1 
your part of that heaven of the ſaints heaven, white and rudd 
fair, fair and beautiful Jeſus were come to the bloom and tht 


flower, and near your hook, I would not write this: but ſet 


ing time's thread is thort, and ye are upon the entry of heaven? 
harveſt, and Chriſt, the field of heaven's glory is white and 
ripe like, the loſſes I write of to your Ladyſhip are but {um 


mer-ſhowers, that will only wet your garments for an hours 


two, and the ſun of the New Jeruſalem ſhall quickly dr) tl 

wet coat; eſpecially ſeeing rains of affliction cannot ſtain Ig 

image of God, or cauſe grace caſt the colour. And fine 

will not alter upon him, who will not change upon you, [ dork 

in weakneſs think myfelf no ſpiritual ſeer, if I thould wm 
: . phelh 
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y, that day-light is near, when ſuch a morying-darkneſs is 

on you ; and that this trial of your Chriſtian Wind towards 
/ whom ye dare not leave, howbeit he {honld flay you, hall 


* 


be with a doubled mercy. [t „ bold faſt as 


- 


ch of Chrift as ever ye had,*and to make the grip ſtroyger, 
1 to cleave cloſer to Him; ſeeing Chriſt loveth tb be believed 
and truſted to. The glory of laying ſtrength upon One that 
mighty to fave, is more. than we can think: that piece of 
vice of believing in a fmiting Redeeiner, is a precious part 
obedience. O what glory to him, to lay over the burden of 
r heaven upon him, that purchaſed for us an eternal king= 
m! O bleſſed foul,” who can adore and ki; his lovely, free 
ace. 'T he rich prite of Chriſt be with your ſpirit. 
d.. Andrews, Oct. 15. t649.' Yours at all obedience in 
F, i ye, Ge 2098. BN, 
+++ +++-++++ +++ 
37. To AGNES' MACKMATH. _ 


Dear er, * 


F our Lord hath. taken away your child, your leaſe of him 


is expired 3 and ſeeing Chriſt thould want him no longer, 
is your part to hold your peace, and worſhip and adore the 


ereignty and liberty that the Potter hath over the clay; and 
Nees of clay-nothings, that be gave life unto: and what is 


In, to call and ſummon the Almighty to his lower court down 


re? for he giveth account of none of his doings. And if ye 


ll. take a loan of a child, and give him back again to our 
brd, laughing, asgit his borrowed goods | ſhould return to 
m; believe, he is not gone away, but ſent betore; and that 
e change of the country ſhould make you think, he is not 
ſt to you, who is found:to Chriſt; and that he is now before 
zu, and that the dead in Chriſt ſhall he raiſed again. A go- 
g down (tar is not annihilate, but ſhall appear again: if he 
ith caſters his bloom and flower, the bloom is fallen in heaven, 
Chriſt's lap; and asche was lent a while to time, fo is he ęgi- 
n now to eternity, which will take yourſelf :, and the differ- 
Ice of your ſhipping and his to heaven and Chriſt's ſhore, the 
nd of life, is only in ſome few years, which weareth every 
y ſhorter, and ſome ſhort and ſoon-reckoned ſummers will 
ve you a meeting. with him; but what, with him? nay; with 
iter company, with the Chief and Leader of the heavenly 
oops, that are riding on white horſes, that are triumphing in 


. If death were aſleep that had no wakening, we might 
e: but our Huſband ſhall} quickly be at the bed-ſides of 
| that ly geeping in the grave, and ſhall raiſe their mortal bo- 


es. Chriſt was death's Cautioner, who gave his word to come 


d looſe all the clay pawns, and ſet them at his own right-hand ; 
| '% ot - and 
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and our Cautioner, Chriſt, hath an aQ of law-ſurety upon deat 
to render back his captives: and that the Lord Jeſus, vw 
know2th the turnings and windings that are in that black ir 
of death, hath numbred all the ſteps of the ſtair up to hea, 
he knoweth how long the turn-pike 1s, or how many pair o 
airs high it is; for he aſcended that way himſelf, Rer. i, jy, 
I was dead, and am alive. And now he liveth at the right 
hand of God, and his garments have not ſo much as a ſmell d 
death. | Your afflictions ſmell of the children's cafe ; the bam 
of the houſe are ſo nurtured : and ſuffering is no new life, it 
but the rent of the ſons ; baſtards have not ſo much of the rent 
Take kindly and heartſomely with his croſs, who never yet 
ſlew a child with the croſs. He breweth your cup; therefor 
drink it patiently, and with the better will. Stay and wait on 
till Chriſt looſe the knot, that faſteneth his croſs on your back; 
for he is coming to deliver: and I pray you, ſiſter, learn to be 
worthy of his pains, who correcteth; and let him wrinz, and 
be ye waſhea; for he hath a Father's heart and a Fathers 
hand, who is training you up, and making you meet for the 
high hall. This ſchool of fuffering is a preparation for the 
King's higher houſe ; and let all your viſitations ſpeak all the 
letters of your Lord's ſummons. They cry, 1. O vain world! 
2. O bitter ſin! 3. O ſhort and uncertain time! 4. O fir 
eternity, that is above ſickneſs and death! 5. O kingly a 
princely Bridegroom ! hzſten glory's marriage, ſhorten time 
ſhort-ſpun and ſoon- broken thread, and conquer fin! 6.0 
happy and bleſſed death, that golden bridge laid over by Chriſ 
my Lord, betwixt time's clay-banks and heaven's ſhore! And 
the Spirit and the bride ſay, Come! and anſwer ye with them, 
Even fo, come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Grace be wit 
ou. 
| St. Andrews, Oct. 15. Your brother in his ſruett Lord 
1640. Feſus, 8. R. 
D Oh Oy Þ © GG WO Wo OB WY WB WB 2 Wo  Ww1 


38. To Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. / 


Reverend and dear brother, 


THAT am I to anſwer you? Alas! my books are al 
bare, and ſhew me little of God: I would fain go be- 
yoad books, into his hovſe of love, to himſelf. Dear brother, 
neither ye nor |[ are parties worthy of his love or knowledge. 
An how hath fin bemiſted and blinded us, that we cannd 
tee him? But for my poor ſelf, I am pained and like to burk, 
becauſe be will not take down the wall, and fetch his uncreated 
Peauty, and bring his matchleſs, white and ruddy face out of bes. 
ver. one's errand, that I may have heaven meeting me ere I got0 
it, iu ach a wonderful ſight, Ye know that majeſty andlove g 
| | humble 


piſt. 39. L E TT ERS. 391 
umble, becauſe homely love to ſinners dwelleth with him in 
ajeſty: ye ſhould give him all his own court: ſtiles, his high 
1 heaven names. What am I, to ſhape conceptions of my 
igheſt Lord? How broad, and how high, and how deep he 
| above and beyond what theſe conceptions are, I cannot tell: 
ut for my own weak practice (which, alas! can be no rule to 
ne ſo deep in love ſickneſs with Chriſt as ye are) I would fain 
d to my thoughts and eſteem. of. him, and make him more 
gb, and would wiſh an heart and love ten thouſand times 
ider than the utmoſt circle and curtain that goeth about the 
exven of heavens, to entertain him, in that heart, and with 
at love, But that which is your pain, my dear brother, is 
ine alſo; I am confounded with the thoughts of him. I know 
zod is caſten (if I may ſpeak fo) in a ſweet Mould, and lovely 
ige, in the Perſon of that heaven's Jewel, the Man Chriit ; 
d that the ſteps of that ſteep aſcent and ſtair to the God-head 
the fleſh of Chriſt, the new and living Way; and there is 
boring for faith in that curious ark of the humanity; therein 
velleth the God-head, married upon our humanity. I would 
in heaven, ſuppoſe I had not another errand, but to ſee that 
ainty golden ark, and God perſonally looking out at ears and 
es and a body, ſuch as we ſinners have, that I mizht wear my 
tiful mouth in kiſſes on him for evermore : and I know, all 
de three bleffed Perſons ſhould be well pleaſed that my piece 
faiut and created love ſhould firſt coaſt upon the Man Chriſt; 
(hould tee them all through him. I am called from my win- 
g by my great employ ments in this town, and have ſaid no- 
g: but what can I ſay of him? Let us go and ſee, 
Sg. Andrews, 1640. Yewurs in his ſæbert Lord 
: | 5 Jeſus, S. R. 
D e οοοντποεπο . obo 
39. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, 5 
RACE, mercy and peace be to your Lady ſhip. I am 
heartily ſorry that your Lady ſhiip is deprived of ſuch an 
Wiband, and the Lord's kirk of ſo active and faithful a friend. 
Know your Ladyſhip long ago made acqunintance with that, 
herein Chriſt will have you joined in a fellowſhip with himſelf, 
en with his own croſs; and hath taught you to ſtay your ſoul 
don the Lord's good-will, who giveth not account of his mat- 
to any of us: when he hath led you through this water, 
at Was in your way to glory, there are fewer behind; and his 
der in diſmiſſing us, and ſending us ont of the market, one 
Wore another, is to be reverenced. One. year's time of hr a- 
n {hall iwallow up all ſorrows, even beyond all compa item! 
nat then. will not a deration of blefAe-Inefs to long as God i} a. 
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live fully and abundantly recompenſe? It is good that our Lig 
have given a debitor, obliged by gracious promiſes, for morey 
eternity than time can take from you; and I believe your Lad. 
ſhip hath been now many years adviſing and thinking what th 
glory will be, which is abiding the pilgrims and ſtrangers onthe 
earth, when they come home, and which we may think dg 
love, and thirſt for, but we cannot comprehend it, nor concein 
of it as it, far leſs can we over-think or over-love it. O ſo bon 
à chapter, or rather ſo long a volume as Chriſt is, in that diy 
nity of glory! There is no more of him let down now, to h 
ſeen and enjoyed by his children, but as much as may feed hun 
ger in this life, but not ſatisfy it. Your Ladythip is a debit 
to the Son of God's croſs, that is wearing out love and affnng 
in the creature out of your heart by degrees; or rather the oþ, 
ligation ſtandeth to his free grace, who careth for your Lats 


hip in this gracious diſpenſation, and who is preparing ati 


making ready the garments of ſalvation for you; and who ca, 
Jeth you with a new name, that the mouth of the Lord hah 
nanied, and purpoſeth to make you a crown of glory, and 
royal diadem in the hand of your God, Ifa. Ixii. 2, 3. Year 
obliged to friſt him more than one heaven; and yet he crave 
not a long day; it is faſt coming, and is ſure payment. Tho 
give no hire for him, yet hath he given a great price and ray 
ſom for you: and if the bargain were to make again, Chill 
would give no leſs for Fou, than what he hath already given 
he is far from ruing, I ſhall with you no more till time begont 
out of the way, than the earneſt of that which he hath pur 
chaſed and prepared for you, can never be fully preached, wt 
ten, or thought of, ſince it hath not entered into the heart u 
conſider it. So, recommending your Ladyſhip to the rich gra 
of our Lord Jeſus, I am and reit == bo 
St. Andrews, : Your Ladyſbip's at all reſpectiu 


ober vance, in Chriſt Jeſus, 8. 1 


F 
40. To Mrs. TAYLOR. 
Miftreſc, | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Though I hare 
relation worldly or acquaintance with you, yet (upon th 


teſſimony and importunity of your elder ſon now at Lond 


where I am, but chiefly becauſe I eſteem Jeſus Chriſt in you 


be in place of all relations) I make bold in Chriſt to ſpeak nl 


poor thoughts to you concerning your ſon lately fallen alle 
the Lord (who was ſome time under the miniſtry of the wort 


ſervant of Chriſt, my fellow labourer, Mr. Blair, by whoſe W 


niſtry I hope he reaped no ſmall advantage) 1 know, grace roa. 
ih not out the affections of a mother, bat putteth them y * 
| ED | WHY 


a et — waa Gras frond ous — — 


heel, who maketh all things new, that they may be refined; 
helore ſorrow for a dead child is allowed to you, though by 
meaſure and ounce weights: the redeemed of the Lord have not 

\ dominion or Lordſhip over their ſorrow and other affections, 
o laviſh out Chriſt's goods at their pleaſure: for ye are not your 
wn, but bought you with a price; and your ſorrow 1s not your 
,wn, nor hath he redeemed you by halves; and therefore ye are 
ot to make Chriſt's.crofs no croſs. He commandeth you to 
recep; and that princely One, who took up to heaven with him 
man's heart to be a compaſſionate High-prieſt, became your 
ellow and Companion on earth, by weeping for the dead, John 
. 35. And therefore ye are to love that croſs, becauſe it was 
once on Chriſt's ſhoulders before you; ſo that by his own prac- 
tice, he hath over-gilded and covered your croſs with the Me- 
diator's luſtre ; the cup ye drink was at the lip of ſweet Jeſus, 
and he drank of it; and fo it hath a ſmell of his breath; and I 
conceive ye love it not the worſe that it is thus ſugared; there- 
fore drink, and believe the reſurrection of your ſon's body. It 
one coal of hell could fall off the exalted head Jeſus, Jeſus the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, and burn me to aſhes, know- 
ing I were a partner with Chriſt, and a fellow-ſharer with him, 
(though the unworthieſt of men) I think 1 ſhould die a lovely 
death in that fire, with him, 'The worſt things of Chriſt, even. 
his croſs, have much of heaven from himſelf; and ſo hath your 
Chriſtian forrow being of kin to Chriſt's in that kind: if your 
ſorrow were a baſtard, and not of Chriſt's houſe, (becauſe of the 
relation ye have to him in conformity with his death and ſut- 
ferings) I ſhould the more compaſſionate your condition; but 
kind 2nd compaſhonate Jeſus, at every ſigh you give for the loſs 
of your now glorified child, (ſo I believe, as is meet) with a 
man's heart crieth, Half mine, I was not a witneſs to his death, 
being called out of the kingdom ; but ye ſhall credit thoſe whom 
my | o credit, (and I dare not lie) he died comfortably. It is true, 
he died before he did ſo much ſervice to Chriſt on earth, as I 
hope, and heartily deſire, your ſon Mr. Hugh (very dear to me 
in Jelus Chriſt) ſhall do: but that were a real matter of ſorrow, 
it this were not to counterbalance it, that he hath changed ſer- 
vice houſes, but hath not changed ſervice or Maſter, Rev. xxii. 
3. And there ſhall be no more curſe ; but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb ſhall be in it, and ſervants ſhall erve him, What he 
could have done in this lower houſe, he is now upon that ſame 
ſervice, in the higher houſe; and it is all one, it is the ſame 
ſervice, and the lame Maſter, only there is a change of condi- 
nons: and ye are not to think it a bad bargain for your beloved 
ſon, where he hath gold for copper and braſs, eternity for time. 
| believe Chriſt hath taught you (for J give credit to ſuch a wit- 


neſs of you, as your fon Mr. Hugh) not to ſorrow becanſe be 
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died: all the knot muſt be, he died too ſoon, he died too you 
he died in the morning of his life; this is all : but Sovereign 
muſt ſilence your thoughts. I was in your condition; lu 
but two children, and both are dead ſince I came hither, The 
ſupreme and abſolute Former of all things giveth not an accouy 
of any of his matters: the good Huſbandman may pluck his roſe, 
and gather in his lilies at mid-ſummer, and, for ought 1 dm 
ſay, in the beginning of the firſt ſummer-month ; and he nn 
tranſplant young trees out of the lower ground to the higbe 
where they may have more of the ſun, and a more free ir, 2 
any ſeaſon of the year; what is that to you or me? the goog 
are his own. The creator of time and winds did a merciful in. 
jury (if I dare borrow the word) to nature, in landing the pu. 
ſenger ſo early. They love the ſea too well, who complain d 
a fair wind and a deſireable tide, and a ſpeedy coming aſhore, 
eſpecially a coming aſhore in that land where all the inhabitants 
have everlaſting joy upon their heads. He cannot be too eat 
in heaven; his twelve hours were not ſhort hours; and witha, 
if ye conſider this, had ye been at his bed-ſide, and ſhould hare 
ſeen Chriſt coming to him, ye would not, ye could not, hay 
adjourned Chriſt's free love, who would want him no longer, 
And dying in another land, where his mother could not cloſe 
his eyes, is not much : who cloſed -Moſes's eyes ? and who put 
on his winding-theet ? for ought I know, neither father nor 
mother, nor friend, but God only : and there is as expedite, 
fair, and eaſy a way betwixt Scotland and heaven, as if he had 
died in the very bed he was born in. The whole earth is hi 
Father's; any corner of his Father's houſe is good enough to 
die in. It may be, the living child (I ſpeak not of Mr. Hug) 
is more grief to you than the dead: you are to wait on, if at 
ny time God (hall give him repentance; Chriſt waited as long 
poſſibly on you and me, certainly longer on me; and if he 
thould deny repentance to him, I could ſay ſometbing to that; 
but I hope better things of him. It ſeemeth that Chriſt will have 
this world your ſtep dame: I love not your condition the worlez 
it may be a proof that ye are not a child of this lower houſe, but 
a ſtranger : Chriſt ſeeth it not good only, but your, only good, 
to be led thus to heaven; and think this a favour, that he hath 
beſtowed upon you free, free grace, that is, mercy without hire; 
ye paid nothing for it: and who can put a price upon any thing 
of royal and princely Jeſus Chriſt ? And that God hath givel 
to you to ſuffer for him the ſpoiling of your goods, eſteem tB 
an act of free grace alſo; ye are no loſer, having himſelf: an 
I perſuade inyſelt, if ye could prize Chriſt, nothing could be 
bitter to you. Grace, grace be with you. 

Lindon, 1645. Hur brather and well-wifher, 8. 7 

| 41. 


11. To BARBARA HAMILTON, 


iend 
ab be to you. I do unwillingly write unto you of that 
which God hath done concerning your ſon-in law; only 
believe, ye look not below Chriſt, and the higheſt and moſt 
f providence, which moveth all wheels. And cer- 

preme act of p , , 
unly, what came down enacted and concluded in the eat 
ok before the throne, and ſigned and ſubſcribed with the 
ind which never did wrong, ſhould be kiſſed and adored by 
„ We ſec God's decrees, when they bring forth their fruits, 
actions, good and ill, ſweet and ſour, in their time; but we 
te not preſently the after-birth of God's decree, viz. his bleſ- 
d end, and the good that he bringeth out of the womb of his 
ly and ſpotleſs counſel ; we ſee his working, and ſorrow ; the 
nd of his counſel and working lieth hidden and underneath the 
round, and therefore we cannot believe. Even amongſt men, 
e ſee hewn ſtones, timber, and an hundred ſcattered parcels 
nd pieces of an houſe, all under tools, hammers, and axes, 
nd ſaws; yet the houſe, the beauty and eaſe of fo many lodg- 
gs and eaſe-rooms, we neither ſee nor underſtand for the pre- 
nt; theſe are but in the mind and head of the builder, as yet. 
e ſee red earth, unbroken clods, furrows and ſtones ; but we 
e not the ſummer lillies, roſes, and the beauty of a garden. 
ye give the Lord time to work (as often he that believeth not 
aketh haſte, but not ſpeed) his end is under the ground; and 
e ſhall ſee it was your good, that your fon hath changed dwell- 
do-places, but not his Maſter ; Chriſt thought good to have 
o more of his ſervice here; yet, Rev. xxii. 3. His ſervants 
all ſerve him: he needeth not us nor our ſervice, either in 
arth or. in heaven; but ye are to look to him, who giveth the 
reling both his Jeave and his wages, for his naked aim and pur- 
oſe to ſerve Chriſt, as well as for his labours; it is put up in 
briſt's account, ſuch a labourer did ſweet forty years in Chriſt's 
ineyard; howbeit he got not leave to labour ſo long, becaufe 
e who accepteth of the will for the deed counteth fo: none can 
ach the Lord to lay an account; he numbereth the drops of 
zin, and knoweth the ſtars by their names: it would take us 
uch ſtudying, to give a name to every ſtar in the firmament, 
reat or ſmall. See Lev. x. 3. And Aaron held his peace; ye 
now bis two ſons were ſlain, whiltt they offered ſtrange fire to 
e Lord. Command your thoughts to be filent : if the ſoldi- 
of Newcaſtle had done this, ye might have ſtomached; but 
e weapon was in another hand : hear the rod what it preach - 
h, and fee the name of God, Micah vi. 9. and know that 
ere is lomewhat of God and heaven in che rod. 
the unfearchable and bottomleſs 
not ſeen in the rod, and the 4cc 
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eyes of the man of wiſdom. If the ſufferings of ſome 90 
with you in that loſs could eaſe you, ye want them not. 1. 
he can do no wrong, he cannot halt; his goings are equal, Who 
hath done it. I know our Lord aimeth at more mortificati 
let him not come in vain to your houſe, and loſe the Pains of 4 
merciful viſit. God, the Founder, never melteth in vain; hoy. 
beit to us he ſeemeth often to loſe both fire and metal: but | 
know ye are more in this work than I can be; there is no canſ 
to faint or weary, Grace be with you, and the rich conſch. 
1 Jeſus Chriſt ſweeten your croſs, and ſupport you unde 
it. TI reſt 
London, OF. 15. Yours in his Lord and 
1645. Maſter, 8. N 
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42. To Mrs. HUME 
Loving ſiſter, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you: if ye have any thing 
better than the huſband of your youth, ye are Jeſu 
Chriſt's debtor for it; pay not then your debts with grudging, 
Sorrow may diminiſh from the ſweet fruit of righteouſnek; 
but quietnels, filence, ſubmiſſion, and faith, put a crown upon 
your {ad loſſes: ye know whoſe voice the voice of a crying rol 
is, Micah vi. 9. The name and majeſty of the Lord is written 
on the rod; read and be inſtructed. Let Chriſt have the room 
of the huſband : he hath now no need of you, or of your love; 
for he enjoyeth as much of the love of Chriſt, as his heart can 
be capable of. I confeſs, it is a dear bought experience, u 
teach you to undervalue the creature; yet it is not too dest! 
Chriſt think it ſo. Iknow, that the dilbuting of your thought: 
againſt his going thither, the way and manner of his death, the 
inſtruments, the place, the time, will not eaſe your ſpirits, es 
cept ye riſe higher than ſecond cauſes, and be filent becauſe the 
Lord hath done it; if we meaſure the goings of the Almighty 
and his ways, the bottom whereof we ſee not, we quite miſtake 
God. O how little a portion of God ſee we ! he is far abort 
our ebb and narrow thoughts; he ruleth the world in wiſdom, 
ere we, creatures of yeſterday, were born, and ſhall rule it when 
we ſhall be lodging beſide the worms and corruption. On 
learn heavenly wiſdom, ſelf denial, and mortification by th 
fad loſs; I know that it is not for nothing (except ye deny C 
to be wiſe in all he doth) that ye have loſt one in earth. Th 
hath been too little of your love and heart in heaven, and there- 
fore the jealouſy of Chriſt hath done this ; it is a mercy that he 
contendeth with you and all your lovers: I ſhould defire 10 
greater favour for myſelf, than that Chriſt laid a neceſſity, 4 


wok on ſuch bonds upon himſelf; ſuch an one I mal e 


on; 


giſt, 43. LETT ERS. 397 


ad ſuch a ſoul T cannot live in heaven without, John x. 16. 
gelieve it, it is incomprehenſible love, that Chrift faith, FI 
njoy the glory of my Father, and the crown of heaven far above 
1 and angels, I muſt uſe all means, though never ſo violent, to 
zue the company of ſuch an one for ever and ever. If with the 
ves of wiſdom, as a child of wiſdom, ye juſtify your mother, 
he wiſdom of God (whoſe child ye are) ye ſhall kiſs and em- 
race this loſs, and ſee much of Chriſt in it. Believe and ſub- 
it, and refer the income of the conſolations of Jeſus, and the 
vent of the trial, to your heavenly Father, who numbereth all 
our hairs : and put Chriſt in his own room in your love; it 
nay be he hath either been out of his own place, or in a place 
love inferior to his worth. Repair Chriſt in all his wrongs 
zone to him, and love him for a Huſband 3 and he that is a 
juſband to the widow, ſhall be that to you which he hath ta- 
en from you. Grace be with you. 
London, Oct. 15. Your ſympathizing 
1645. brother, S. R. 
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43- To BARBARA HAMIL TON. 


Loving ſiſter, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you : I have heard with 


grief, that Newcaſtle hath taken one more, in a bloody 
ccount, than before, even your ſon-in-law, and my friend; 
but I hope ye have learned that much of Chriſt, as not to look 
o wheels rolled round about on earth: earthen veſſels are not 
o diſpute with their Former: pieces of ſinning clay may, by 
eaſoning and contending with the Potter, mar the work of 
aim, who hath his fire in Zion, and his furnace in Jeruſalem; 
s bullocks, ſweating, and wreſtling in the furrow, make their 
Woke more heavy: in quietneſs and reſt ye ſhall be ſaved: if 
en do any thing contrary to your heart, we may aſk both, who 
lid it? and what is done? and why? When God hath done 
y ſuch thing, we are to enquire who hath done it? and to 
now that this cometh: from the Lord, who is wonderful in 
ounſel ; but we are not toaſk what or why ? If it be from the 
ord, (as certainly there is no evil in the city without him, 
mos iii. 6.) it is enough; the faireſt face of his ſpotleſs way 
s but coming, and ye are to believe his works as well as his 
vord. Violent death is a ſharer with Criſt in his death, which 
4 violent: it maketh not much what way we go to heaven 
he happy home is all, where the roughnels of the way ſhall be 
orgotten, He is gone home to a Friend's houſe, and made 
elcome, and the race is ended: time is recompenſed with e- 
"rRity, and copper with gold. God's order is in wiſdom, the 
vidand goes home before the wife, and the throng of the mar- 


Ft [all be over ere it be long, and angther generation where 
D d d we 
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we now are; and at length an empty houſe, and not one g 
mankind ſhall be upon the earth, within the ſixth part of 3 
bour, after the earth and the works therein ſhall be burnt 
with fire: I fear more that Chriſt is about to remove, whey be 
carrieth home ſo much of his pleniſhing beforehand. . We cn 
not teach the Almighty knowledge : when he was direCting the 
bullet againſt his ſervant, to fetch out the ſoul, no wiſe md 
could cry to God, Wrong, wrong, Lord, for he is thine on 
There is no miſt over his eyes, who is wonderful in counſel; | 
Zion be builded with your fon- in-law's blood, the Lord (dee 
in counſel) can glew together the ſtones of Zion with blood 
and with that blood which is precious in his eyes. Chriſt hat 
fewer labourers in his vineyard than he had, but ſome more xt. 
neſſes for his cauſe, and the Lord's covenant with the three nz 
tions. What is Chriſt's gain, is not your loſs; let not thy, 
which is his holy and wiſe will, be your unbelieving ſorros, 
Though Ireally judge I had intereſt in his dead ſervant, yet, he 
cauſe he now liveth to Chriſt, I quit the hopes I had of his ſuc 
ceſsful labouring in the miniſtry: I know he now praiſeth th 
grace that he was to preach ; and if there were a better thing an 
his head now in heaven than a crown, or any thing more ex 
cellent than heaven, he would caſt it down before his feet, why 
ſitteth on the throne : give glory therefore to Chriſt, as he nor 
doth, and ſay, Thy will be done. 'The grace and confolatin 
of Chriſt be with you. | 
London, Nov. 15. Yours in his fwet 
1645. 1 Lord Jeſus, 8. 
e -- +++ 
44. To the Viſcountſ of KENMURE. 
Madam, | | 
RACE, mercy, and peace be to your Ladyſhip. Thou 
Chriſt loſe no time, yet when ſinful men drive his ch 
riot, the wheels of his chariot move ſlowly : the woman, Zioh 
as ſoon as ſhe trav.iled, brought forth her children; yea, I 
Ixvi. 7. Before ſbe travailed, ſhe brought forth ; before her pu 
came, ſhe was delivered of a man-child : yet the deliverance i 
the people was with the woman's going with child ſeventy yea 
that is, more than nine months. There be many oppoſitions i 
carrying on the work : but, I hope, the Lord will build 
own Zion, and evidence to us, that it is done, not by mig. 
nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. Madam, [ut 
heard of your infirmities of body and ſickneſs : I know the 1 
ſue ſhall be mercy to you; and that God's purpoſe which len 
hidden under ground to you, is, to commend the {weetnels 
his love and care to you from your youth. And if all the! 
loff=s, trials, ſickneſſes, infirmities, griefs, heavineſs, and 
conſtancy of the creature, be expounded (as ſure I am they 7 
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Foiſt. 28. LETTERS. 399 
he rods of the jealouſy of an Huſband in heaven, contending 
th all your lovers on earth (tho? there were millions of them) 
for your love, to. fetch more of your love home to heayen, to 
ake it ſingle, unmixt, and chaſte to the faireſt in heaven and 
arth, to Jeſus the Prince of ages; ye will forgive (to borrow 
hat word) every rod of God, and not let the fun go down on 
Four wrath, againſt any meſſenger of your afflicting and cor- 
ecting Father. Since your Ladyſhip cannot but ſee that the 
mark at which Chriſt hath aimed, theſe twenty-four years and 
above, is, to have the company and fellowſhip of ſuch a ſinful 
reature, in heaven with him, for all eternity; and becauſe he 
Will not (fuch is the power of his love) enjoy his Father's glory, 
and that crown due to him by eternal generation, without you 
by name, John xvii. 24. Job x. 16. John xiv. 3. Therefore, 
Madam, believe no evil of Chriſt : liſten to no hard reports that 
his rods make of him to you: he hath loved you, and waſhed 
you from your ſins; and what would ye have more? Is that too 
tle, except he adjourn all croſſes, till ye be where ye ſhall be 
put of all capacity to ſigh, or to be croſſed? I hope ye can de- 
ire no more, no greater, nor more excellent ſuit, than Chriſt 
and the fellowſhip of the Lamb for evermore; and if that deſire 
de anſwered in heaven (as I am ſure it is, and ye cannot deny 
but it is made ſure to you) the want of theſe poor accidents, of 
Living huſband, of many children, of an healthful body, of a 
ite of eaſe in the world, without one knot in the ruſh, are no- 
y made up, and may be comfortably borne. Grace, grace be 
1th your Ladyſhip. 5 a» 

Londen, Oct. 16. 5 Your Ladyſhip's at all obedience 

1645, | in Chrifl, S. R. 


th 
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45- To a Chriftian friend, upon the death of his wife. 
Worthy friend, _ 1 

Doſire to ſuffer with you, in the loſs of a loving and good 
L wife, now gone before (according the method and order of 
um, of whole underſtanding there is no ſearching out) whither 
Fe are to follow. He that made yeſterday to go before this day, 
and the former generation, in birth and life, to have been be- 
Iore this preſent generation, and hath made ſome flowers to 
row, and die, and wither in the month of May, and others in 
me, cannot be challenged in the order he hath made of things 
WI tout fouls: and ſome order he muſt alſo keep here, that one 
might bury another ; therefore, I hope, ye ſhall be dumb and 
liicat, becauſe the Lord hath done it: what creatures, or under 
iuſes do in ſinful miſtakes, are ordered in wiſdom by jour Fa— 
ther, at whoſe feet your own foul and your heaven lieth, aud 
vic Lays of your wife. If the place he hath left were an» o- 
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ther than a priſon of fin, and the home ſhe is gone to any gy 
than where her Head and Saviour is King of the land, your gr 


had been more rational; but I truſt, your faith of the reſumm 


tion of the dead in Chriſt to glory and immortality, will | 
you to ſuſpend your longing for her, till the morning and dy, 
ning of that day, when the archangel ſhall deſcend with a ſhoy, 


to gather all his priſoners out of the grave up to himſelf, l 


believe this is beſt for you, and to be ſilent becauſe he hath dn 
it, is your wiſdom. It is much to come out of the Lord, 
ſchool of trial wiſer and more experienced in the ways of Gd 
and it is our happineſs when Chriſt openeth a vein ; he takeh 
nothing but ill blood from his fick ones. Chriſt hath filly 
do, and (if our corruption mar not) the art of mercy in corny 
ting. We cannot of ourſelves take away the tin, the lead, ul 
the {cum that remaineth in us; and if Chriſt be not Maſter-d. 
work, and if the furnace go its alone, he not ſtanding nigh th 
melting of his own veſſel, rhe labour were loſt, and the fou. 
der ſhould melt in vain; God knoweth, ſome e us have la 
much fire, ſweating and pains to our Lord Jeſus ; and the nh 
ſel is almoſt marred, the furnace and rod of God ſpilt, and d 
light burnt, and the reprobate metal not taken away, fo asſong 
are to anſwer to the Majeſty of God for the abuſe of many go 
croſſes, and rich affections loſt without the quiet fruit of righ 
teouſneſs ; and it is a ſad thing, when the rod is curled, thy 
never fruit ſhall grow on it; and, except Chriſt's dew fall dom 
and his ſummer-ſyn ſhine, and his grace follow afflictions, u 
cauſe them bring forth fruit to God, they are ſo fruitleſs tow 
that our evil ground (rank and fat enough for briars) caſtethy 
a crop of noiſome weeds. The rod (as the prophet faith, Lt 
vii. 10, 11.) blofſometh, pride buddeth forth, violence riſet) up un 
a rod of wickedneſs : and all this hath been my caſe under mu 


| rods ſince I ſaw you. Grace be with you. 


London, 1645. | Tours in his feet Lord 
| | 5 Feſus, 8 * 
ä 46. To a. Chriſtian brother. 
Reverend and beloved in the Lord, 3 907201 52 
T may be I have been too long filent, but T hope ye will p 
impute it to forgetfulneſs of you. As I have heard of 1 
death of your daughter, with heavineſs of mind on your beh a 
ſo I am much comforted, that ſhe hath evidenced to your! 


and other witneſſes the hope of the reſurrection of rhe dead. 


As fown corn is not loſt, (for there is more hope of that abi 
is ſown than that which is eaten, 1 Cor. xv. 42.) ſo alſo it * 
th-: reſurrection of the dead; the body is ſown in cerpnt e, 
ar raiſed in incorruption ; it is ſoaun in diſbonour, it 15 raiſed if 


77. 4 hope ye wait ior the crop and harveſt, 1 Theff. it 57 


— 


Liſt. 47. LETTERS. 40 
„ ue believe that Feſus died and roſe again, even fo alſo them 
bich fleep in Jeſus will God bring with him. Then they are 
ot loſt, who are gathered into that congregation of the firſt- 
orn, and the general aſſembly of the ſaints. Though we can- 
ot out-run nor overtake them that are gone before, yet we 
all quickly follow them; and the difference is, that the hath 
he advantage of ſome months or years of the crown, before you 
nd her mother: and we do not take it ill, it our children out- 
un in the life of grace; why then are we ſad, if they out- ſtrip 
in the attainment of the life of glory? It would ſeem, that 
here is more reaſon to grieve that children live behind us, than 
that they are glorified and die before: all the difference is in 
ſome poor hungry accidents of time, leſs or more, ſooner or 
ater ; ſo the godly child, though young, died an hundred years 
fold ; and ye could not now have beſtowed her. better, tho' the 
hoice was Chriſt's, not yours. And TI am ſure, Sir, ye cannot 
now ſay, ſhe is married againſt the will of her eee ſhe might 
more readily, » if alive, fall in the hands of a worſe huſband: 
but can ye think, that ſhe could have fallen in the hands of one 
better? And if Chriſt marry with your houie, it is your hon- 
our, not any cauſe of grief, that Jeſus ſhould portion any of 
yours, ere the enjoy your portion; is it not great love? The 
patrimony is more than any other could give: as good a huſ- 
band is impoſſible; to ſay a better, is 41 — The King 
and Prince of ages can keep them better than ye can do. While 
ſhe was alive, ye could intruſt her to Chriſt, and recommend 
her to his keeping: now, by an after-faith, ye have reſigned 
her unto him, in whoſe boſom do fleep all that are dead in the 
Lord; ye would have lent her to glorify the Lord upon earth, 
and he hath borrowed her (with promiſe to reſtore her again, 
Cor. xv. 53. 1 Theſſ. iv. 15, 16.) to be an organ of the im- 
mediate glorifying of himſelf in heaven. Sinleſs glorifying of 
God is better than ſinful glorifying of him. And ſure your 
prayers concerning her are fulfilled. I ſhall deſire, if the Lord 
mall be pleaſed the ſame way to diſpoſe of her mother, that ye 
have the ſame mind. Chriſt cannot multiply injuries upon you; 
if the fountain be the love of God, (as I hope it is) ye are en- 
riched with loſſes. Ye know all 1 can fay better, before I was 
in Chriſt, than I can expreſs it. Grace be with you. 
London, Jan. 6. 7 Fours in Chriſt, 
"aA: 80] L484 75 Feſus, 5. R. 
M N nee 
. 47. To a Chriſtian Centleuoman. 
Mifireſs, _. | 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. If death, which is 
before you and us all, were any other thing but a friend- 
ly diflolution, and a change, not a deſtruction of life, it would 
1:n 


402 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt. 47, 
leem a hard voyage, to go through ſuch a ſad and dark trance 
ſo thorny a valley, as is the wages of fin: but I am confident. 
the way ye know, though your foot never trod in that black 
ſhadow ; the loſs of life is gain to you : if Chriſt Jeſus be the 
Period, the End and Lodging-home, at the end of your jour. 
ney, there is no fear, ye go to a Friend: and fince ye have had 
a communion with him in this life, and he hath a pawn or 
pledge of yours, even the largeſt ſhare of your love and heart, 
ye may look death in the face with joy. If the heart be in hea. 
ven, the remnant of you cannot be kept the priſoner of the ſe. 
cond death: but though he be the ſame Chriſt in the other life 
ye found him to be here, yet he is ſo far in his excellency, beau- 
ty, ſweetneſs, irradiations and beams of majeſty, above what he 
appeared here, when he is ſeen as he is, that ye ſhall miſken him, 
and he ſhall appear a new Chriſt; and his kiſſes, breathings, 


embracements, the perfume, the ointment of his name poured 


out on you, ſhall appear to have more of God, and a ſtronger 
ſmell of heaven, of eternity, of a God-head, of majeſty and 
glory there than here: as water at the fountain, apples in the 
orchard and beſide the tree, have more of their native ſweet. 
neſs, taſte and beauty, than when tranſported to us ſome hun- 
dred miles. I mean not that Chrift can loſe any of his ſweet- 
neſs in the carrying, or that he in his God head and lovelineſs 
of preſence can be changed to the worſe, betwixt the little ſpot 
of the earth ye are in, and the right-hand of the Father, far a- 
bove all heavens ; but the change will be in you, when ye ſhall 
have new ſenſes, and the ſoul ſhall be a more deep and more ca- 
pacious veſſel, to take in more of Chriſt; and when means, 


the chariot, the goſpel, that he is now carried in, and ordi- 


nances that convey him, ſhall be removed. Sure ye cannot 


no be ſaid to ſee him face to face, or to drink of the wine of 
the higheſt Fountain, or to take in ſeas and tides of freſh love 
immediately, without veſſels, midſes or meſſengers, at the Foun- 
tain itſelf, as ye ſhall do a few days hence, when ye ſhall be ſo 


near as to be with Chriſt, Luke xxiii. 43. John xvii. 24. Phil.] 
i. 23. 1 Theff. iv, 179. Ye would (no doubt) beſtow a days | 


journey, yea, many days journey on earth, to go up to heaven, 


and fetch down any thing of Chriſt ; how much more may ye 
be willing to make a journey to go in perſon to heaven, (it is 
not loſt time, but gained eternity) to enjoy the full God-head; | 
and then in ſuch a manner, as he is not there in his week-days B 
apparel, as he is here with us, in a drop or the tenth part of 2 


night's dewing of grace and ſweetneſs; but he is there in his 


marriage-robe of glory, richer, more coſtly, more precious, in d 
one hem or button of that garment of Fountain majeſty than a 
million of worlds. Oh the well is deep! ye thall then think 
that preachers, and ſinful ambaſſadors on carth, did but {pill 


and 2 


3 
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nd mar his praiſes, when they ſpoke of him and preached bis 
beauty. Alas ! we but make Chriſt black, and leſs lovely, in 
making ſuch inſignificant, and dry, and cold, and low expreſſi- 
das of bis bigheſt and tranſcendent {uper-excellency, to the 
daughters of Jeruſalem. Sure, I have often, for my own part, 


iecording to their obligation, in that Chriſt kept their feet 
om falling with the loſt devils; though I know, they are not 
behind in going to the utmoſt of created power: but there is 
da in our praiſing, and fin in the quantity, beſides other fins. 
But I muſt leave this: it is too deep for me, Go and ſee, and 
we defire to go with you; but we are not maſters of our own 
det. It in that laſt journey ye tread on a ſerpent in the wa 
ind thereby wound your heel, as Jeſus Chriſt did before you, 
he print of the wound ſhall not be known at the reſurrection 
of th&juſt. Death is but an awfome ſtep over time and fin to 
fveet Jeſus Chriſt, who knew and felt the worſt of death; for 
l:ath's teeth hurt him: we know death hath no teeth now, 
no jaws, for they are broken; it is a free priſon, citizens pay 
nothing for the gravey the goaler, who had the power of death, 
x deſtroyed : praiſe and glory be to the firſt begotten of the 
dead. The worſt poſſibly that may be, is, that ye leave behind 
jour children, huſband, and the church of God in miſeries; 
but ye cannot get them to heaven with you for the preſent; 
jet ſhall not miſs them, and Chriſt cannot miſcount one of the 
pooreſt of his lambs : no lad, no girl, no poor one ſhall be amiſ- 
ing, ere ye ſee them again in the day that the Son fhall render 
up the kingdom to his Father. The evening and the ſhadow 
of every poor hireling is coming; the church of Chriſt's fun in 
this life is declining low : not a foul of the militant compan 
vill be here within few generations; our Huſband will ſend for 
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f WH them all. It is a rich mercy, we are not married to time, long- 
er than the courſe be finiſhed. Ye may rejoice, that ye got 
„bd to heaven, till ye knew that Jeſus is there before you, that 
onen ye come thither, at your firſt entry, ye may find the 
. nell of his ornaments, his myrrh, aloes, and caſſia. And | 
dis firſt ſalutation of his will make you find, it is no uncom- 
« fortable thing to die. Go and enjoy your gain: live on Chriſt's 


ore while ye are here, and all the way. As for the church ye 
ewe behind you, the government is upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, 
nd he will plead for the blood of his faints; the buſh hath 


he aſhes of this fire: yet a little while, and the viſion ſhall 
tot tarry; it ſhall ſpeak and not lie. I am more afraid of my 


in I duty, than of the Head Chriſt's government: he cannot fail 
8 o bring judgment to victory. O that we could wait for our 
i den life! O that Chriſt would remove the covering, draw 
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anned in this thing: no doubt, angels do not fulfil their taſk. 


been burning above five thouſand years, and we never yet ſaw 
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aſide the curtain of time, and rend the heavens and come down 
O that ſhadows and night were gone, that the day would break 
and he that feedeth among the lillies would cry to his heaven! 
trumpeters, Make ready, let us go down and fold together the 
four corners of the world, and marry the bride | His grace be 
with you. Now, if I have found favour with you, and if 50 
judge me faithful, my laſt fuit to you is, that ye would leayt 
me a legacy, and that is, that my name may be at the very la 
in your prayers; as I deſire alſo, it may be in the prayers o 
thoſe of your Chriftian acquaintance with whom ye have bee 
intimate. 2 

London, Jun. 9. Taur brother in his own Lord 


48. Toa my Lady KENMURE. ” 
Madam, 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. It is the leaſt o 

the princely and royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, to pay 

king's debts, and not to have his ſervants at a loſs. His gold 
better than yours, and his hundred-fold is the income and ren 
of heaven and far above your revenues: ye are not the firſt wh. 
bave caſten up your accounts that way. Better have Chrif 
your Factor than any other; for he tradeth to the advantagt 
of his poor ſervants. But if the hundred-fold in this life be ſc 
well told, as Chriſt cannot pay you with miſcounting or defer 
red hope; O what muſt the rent of that land be, which ren 
dereth every day, and every hour of the years of long eternity 
the whole rent of a year, yea, of more than thouſand thou 
ſands of ages, even the weighty income of a rich kingdom, no 
every ſummer once, but every moment! That ſum of glor 
will take you and all the angels telling. To be a tenant to fuciy 
2 Landlord, where every berry and grape of the large field bear 
eth no worſe fruit than glory, fulnets of joy, and pleaſures tha 
endure for evermore ; I leave it to yourſelf to think what 

fummer, what a ſoil, what a garden muſt be there; and wha 

muſt be the commodities or that higheſt land, where ſun an- 

moon are under the feet of the inhabitants. Surely the lan 

cannot be bought with gold, blood, baniſhmenr, loſs of fathe 

and mother, huſband, wife, children. We but dwell here 

becauſe we can do no better ; it is need, not virtue, to be ic 

Journers in a priſon ; to weep, and ſigh, and, alas! to fin fix 
ty or ſeventy years in a land of tears; the fruits that grow her 

are, all ſeaſoned and ſalted with fin. O how ſweet is it, tha 

the company of the Firſt-born ſhould be divided in two greg 

bodies of an army, and ſome in their country, and ſome in th 


way to their country] If it were no more but to e once * 
| ac 
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kce of the Prince of this good land, and to be feaſted for e- 
emity with the fatnefs, ſweetneſs, dainties of the rays and 
jams of matchleſs glory, and incomparable fountain-love, it 
tere a well ſpent journey to creep hands and feet, thro? ſeven 
taths and ſeven hells, to enjoy him up at the well- head. On- 
let us not weary, the miles to that land are fewer and ſhorter 
han when we firſt believed; ſtrangers are not wiſe to quarrel 
jth their hoſt, and complain of their lodging; it is a foul way, 
ut a fair home. O that I had but ſuch grapes and clufters 
wt of the land as I have ſometime ſeen and taſted in the place 
thereof your Ladyſhip maketh mention] but the hope of it 
nthe end is an heartſome convoy in the way. If I ſee little 
pore of the gold till the race be ended, I dare not quarrel ; it 
the Lord: I hope his chariot ſhall go through theſe three 
ingdoms, after our ſuffering ſhall be accompliſhed. Grace 
| with you. 


D 


LY" 


London, Jan. 26. Tour Ladyſhip's in Feſus 
| 1646. | | | Chrift, S. R. 


Sball with my ſoul deſire the peace of theſe kingdoms, and 
do believe it ſhall at laſt come, as a river and as the migh- 
waves of the ſea; but O that we were ripe and in readineſs 
v receive it! The preſerving of two or three or four or five 
krries, in the outmoſt boughs of the olive-tree, after the vin- 
age, is like to be a great matter ere all be done; yet I know 
icuſter in both kingdoms ſhall be ſaved, for a bleſſing is in it: 
it it is not (1 fear) ſo near to the dawning of the day of ſalva- 
ton, but that clouds muſt ſend down more ſhowers of blood to 
ner the vineyard of the Lord, and to cauſe it to bloſſom. 
cotland's ſcum is not yet removed; nor is England's droſs and 
in taken away zo nor the filth of our blood purged by the ſpirit 
judgment, and the ſpirit of burning: but I am too much on 
lis {ad ſubject. As for myſelf, I do eſteem nothing out of 
een, and next to a communion with Jeſus Chriſt, more than 
obe in the hearts and prayers of the ſaints ; I know he feedeth 
vere amongſt the lilies, till the day break: but I am at a low 
0, as to any ſenſible communion with Chriſt ; yea, as low as 
ty foul can be, and do ſcarce know where I am ; and do now 
wke it a queſtion, if any can go to him, who dwelleth in light 
ucefſible, thro' nothing but darkneſs ? Sure, all that come to 
ren, have a ſtock in Chriſt; but I know not where mine is. 
t cannot be enough for me believe the ſalvation of others, and 
know Chriſt to be the h >ney-comb, the roſe of Sharon, the 
wadiſe and Eden of the ſaints and firſt- born written in heaven, 
td not to ſee after the borders of that good land. But what 
E e e \ ſhall 
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aſide the curtain of time, and rend the heavens and come down 
O that ſhadows and night were gone, that the day would break 
and he that feedeth among the lillies would cry to his heavenly 
trumpeters, Make ready, let us go down and fold together the 
four corners of the world, and marry the bride !| His grace be 
with you. Now, if I have fonnd favour with you, and if ye 
judge me faithful, my laſt fuit to you is, that ye would leave 
me a legacy, and that is, that my name may be at the very laſt 
in your prayers; as I deſire alſo, it may be in the prayers of 
thoſe of your Chriſtian acquaintance with whom ye have been 
intimate. We” | N 
London, Fan. 9g. Your brother in his own Lord 
1646. | Fieſus, S. R. 
eee 
48. To my Lady KENMURE. * 


Madam, BR 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. It is the leaſt of 

| the princely and royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, to pay a 
King's debts, and not to have his ſervants at a loſs. His gold is 
better than yours, and his hundred-fold is the income and rent 
of heaven and far above your revenues : ye are not the firſt who 
have caſten up your accounts that way. Better have Chriſt 
your Factor than any other; for he tradeth to the advantage 
of his poor ſervants. But if the hundred-fold in this life be fo 
well told, as Chriſt cannot pay you with miſcounting or defer- 
red hope; O what muſt the rent of that land be, which ren- 
dereth every day, and every hour of the years of long eternity, 
the whole rent of a year, yea, of more than thouſand thou- 
ſands of ages, even the weighty income af a rich kingdom, not 
every ſummer once, but every moment} That ſum of glory 
will take you and all the angels telling. To be a tenant to fuch 
2 Landlord, where every berry and grape of the large field bear- 
eth no worſe fruit than glory, fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures that 
endure for evermore ; I leave it to yourſelf to think what a 
fummer, what a ſoil, what a garden muſt be there; and what 
muſt be the commodities of that higheſt land, where ſun and 
moon are under the feet of the inhabitants. Surely the land 
cannot be bought with gold, blood, baniſhmenr, loſs of father 
and mother, huſband, wife, children. We but dwell here, 
becauſe we can do no better; it is need, not virtue, to be ſo- 
Journers in a priſon; to weep, and ſigh, and, alas! to ſin fix- 
ty or ſeventy years in a land of tears; the fruits that grow here 
are, all ſeaſoned and ſalted with ſin. O how ſweet is it, that 


the company of the Firſt-born ſhould be divided in two great 


bodies of an army, and ſome in their country, and ſome in the 
way to their country! If it were no more but to ſee once = 
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ice of the Prince of this good land, and to be feaſted for e- 
ernity with the fatnefs, ſweetneſs, dainties of the rays and 
beams of matchleſs glory, and incomparable fountain-love, it 
gere a well ſpent journey to creep hands and feet, thro? ſeven 
deaths and ſeven hells, to enjoy him up at the well-head. On- 
let us not weary, the miles to that land are fewer and ſhorter 
than when we firſt believed ; ſtrangers are not wiſe to quarrel 

vith their hoſt, and complain of their lodging; it is a foul way, 
hut a fair home. O that I had but ſuch grapes and cluſters 
cut of the land as I have ſometime ſeen and taſted in the place 
whereof your Ladyſhip maketh mention! but the hope of it 
in the end is an heartſome convoy in the way. If I ſee little 
more of the gold till the race be ended, I dare not quarrel ; it 

the Lord: I hope his chariot ſhall go through theſe three 
kingdoms, after our ſuffering ſhall be accompliſhed. Grace 

te with you. 28 


London, Jan. 26. Your Ladyſhip's in Feſus 
1646. ee Chrift; S. R. 


Reverend and dear brother, | | 

Shall with my ſoul deſire the peace of theſe kingdoms, and 

I do believe it ſhall at laſt come, as a river and as the migh- 

ty waves of the ſeaz but O that we were ripe and in readineſs 
to receive it! The preſerving of two or three or four or five 
berries, .in.the outmoſt boughs of the olive-tree, after the vin- 
tage, is like to be a great matter ere all be done; yet I know 
icluſter in both kingdoms ſhall be ſaved, for a bleſſing is in it: 
but it is not (I fear) ſo near to the dawning of the day of falva- 
ton, but that clouds muſt ſend down more ſhowers of blood to 
mter the vineyard of the Lord, and to cauſe it to bloſſom. 
deotland's ſcum is not yet removed; nor is England's droſs and 
in taken away; nor the filth of our blood purged by the ſpirit 
judgment, and the ſpirit of burning: but I am too much on 
this ſad ſubject. As for myſelf, I do eſteem nothing out of 
heaven, and next to a communion with Jeſus Chriſt, more than 
lobe in the hearts and prayers of the ſaints ; I know he feedeth 
ere amongſt the lilies, till the day break: but I am at a low 
tbh, as to any ſenfible communion with Chriſt; yea, as low as 
any foul can be, and do ſcarce know where I am ; and do now 
nike it a queſtion, if any can go to him, who dwelleth in light 
maceflible, thro' nothing but darkneſs ? Sure, all that come to 
leaven, have a ſtock in Chriſt 3 but I know not where mine is. 
| cannot be enough for me believe the ſalvation of others, and 
o know Chriſt to be the h »ney-comb, the roſe of Sharon, the 
paradiſe and Eden of the ſaints and firſt- born written in heaven, 
ad not to ſee after the borders of that good land. But what 
Bet d ſhall 
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ſhall I ſay? either this is the Lord making grace a new crez. : 
tion, where there is pure nothing and ſinful nothing to-work Ml © 
upon, or I am gone. I ſhould count my foul engaged to'your.'Ml © 
ſelf, and others there with you, if ye would but carry to Chriſt tl 
for me a letter of cyphers and nonſenſe; (for I know not how Ml © 
to make language of my condition) only ſhewing that 1 have 
need of his love :*for I know many fair and waſhen ones ſtand 
now in white before the throne, who were once as black as Iam, 
It Chriſt paſs his word to waſh a ſinner it is leſs to him than a 
word to make fair angels of black devils; only let the art of 
free grace be engaged. I have not a cautioner to give ſurety, 

nor doth a Mediator, ſuch as he is in all perfection, need a Me. 
diator: but what I need, he knoweth; only, it is his depth 
of wiſdom, to let ſome paſs millions of miles over ſcore in debt, 
that they may ſtand between the winning and the loſing, in 
need of more than ordinary free grace. Chriſt hath been mul- 
tiplying grace by mercy above theſe five thouſand years : and 
the latter-born heirs have lo much greater guiltineſs, that Chriſt 
hath paſſed more experiments and multiplied eſſays of heart- 
love on others, by miſbelieving, after it is paſt all queſtion, 
many hundred of ages, that Chriſt is the undeniable and now 
uncontroverted 'Freafurer of multiplied redemptions; ſo now 
he is ſaying, The more of the diſeaſe there is, the more of the 
Phyſician's art, of grace and tenderneſs, there muſt be: only! 
know, no finner can put infinite grace to it, ſo as the Media- 
tor ſhall have difficulty, or much ado, to {ave this or that man; 
millions of hells of ſinners cannot come near to exbauſt infinite 
grace. I pray you (remembering my love to your wife, and 
friends there) let me find that I have ſollicitors there amongſt 
your acquaintance; and forget not Scotland. 


London, Jan. 30. Iour brother in Feſus 
1646. : y Chriſt, 8. R. 


50. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, f 


TT is too like, the Lord's controverſy with theſe two nations 
is but yet beginning, and that we are ripened and white for 

the Lord's ſickle. For the particular condition your Lady hip 1s 
11, another might ſpeak (if they would fay all) of more {ad 
things. If there were not a fountain of free grace to water dry 
ground, and an uncreated wind to breathe on withered and dry 
bones, we were gone. The wheels of Chriſt's chariot to pluck 
us out of the womb of many deaths, are winged like eagles. All 
I have, is, to defire to believe, that Chriſt will ſhew all good 
vill to ſave : and as for your Ladyſhip, I know that the Lord 
carrieth on no deſign againſt you, but ſeeketh to fave * re- 
OY eem 
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deem you; he lieth not in wait for your falls, except it be to 

take you up. His way of redeeming is raviſhing and taking; 

there are more miracles of glorified ſinners in heaven, than can 

he on earth. Nothing of you, Madam, nay, not your leaf, 

can wither, Verily, it is a king's lite to follow the Lamb; but 

when. ye ſee him in his own country at homez ye will think ye 

never ſaw him before: He ball be admired of all them that be- 

eve, 2 Theff. i. 12. Ye may judge how far now all your fad 

lays and toſſings, changes, loſſes, wants, conflicts, hall then 

he below you. Ye look to the croſs, now it is above your head, 

md ſeems to threaten death, as having a dominion ; but it ſhall « * 
then be ſo far below your thoughts, or your thoughts ſo far a- 5 
bove it, chat ye ſhall have no leiſure to lend one thought to old , 
lated croſſes, in youth, in age, in this country or in that, from 

this inſtrument or from another; except it be to the heighten- 

ing of your conſolation, being now got above and beyond all 

theſe. Old age, and waxing old asa garment, is written on the 

hirett face of the creation, Pſalm cii. 26, 27. Death from A- 

dam to the ſecond Adam's appearance, playeth the king, and 

rigneth over all; the prime heir died, his children, which the 


g Lord hath given, follow him. And we may fpeak freely of the 
6 life which is here; were it heaven, there were not much gain 
; in godlinets ; but there is a reſt for the people of God, Chriſt- 


wan poſſeſſeth it now one thouſand fix hundred years before 
many of his members; but it weareth not out. Grace be 
vith vou, 7 | 
London, Feb. 16, Tour Ladyſbip's in Chriſt 
1640. | Fieſus, 8. R. 
eee 


51. To the Lady ARD ROs88. 


Madam, ä 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you: it hath ſeemed good 
(as | hear) to him who hath appointed a bounds for the 
number of our months, to gather in a ſheaf ot ripe corn (in the 
leath of your Chriſtian mother) into his garner : it is the more 
trident, that wiater is near, when apples, without violence of 
ind, do of their own accord fall off the tree, She is now a- 
ove the winter, with a little change of place, not of a Saviour; 
ly the enjoyeth him now without meſſages, and in his own 
mmediate preſence, from whom ſhe heard by letters and meſi- 
fngers before, I grant, death is to her a very new thing, but 
heaven was Prepared of old; and Chriſt enjoyed in his higheſr 
lirone, and as loaded with glory, and incomparably exalted a- 
dove men and angels, having ſuch a heavenly circle of glorified 
larpers and muſicians above, compaſſing the throne with a tor. p, 
610 her a new thing; but ſo new, as the firſt tummer. zote, cx 
TEES it 
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the firſt fruits of that heavenly field; or as a new paradiſe to a 
traveller, broken and worn out of breath with the fad occur. 
rencies of a long and driery way. Ye eaſily judge, Madam, 
what a large recompenſe is made to all her ſervice, her walkin 
with God, and her ſorrows, with the firſt caſt of the ſoul's ey, 
upon the ſhining and admirably beautiful face of the Lamb, that 
is in the midſt of that fair and white army that is there, and 
-with the firſt draught and taſte of the fountain of life, fre 
and new at the well-head : to ſay nothing of the enjoying of 
that Face, without date, for more than this term of life 
which we now enjoy. And it coſt her no more to go thith 
er, but to ſuffer death to do her this piece of ſervice : for by 
him, who was dead, and is alive, ſhe was delivered fro 
the ſecond death; what then is the firſt death to the ſecond | 
Not a ſcratch of the hide of a finger, to the endleſs ſecond dezth 
And now ſhe fitteth for eternity meal free, in a very conſider 
able land, which hath more than four ſummers in the year, C 
what ſpring-time is there | even the ſmelling of the odours o 
that great and eternally blooming Roſe of Sharon for ever and 
ever? What a ſinging life is there? there is not a dumb bird ir 
all that large field, but all ſing and breathe out heaven, joy 
glory, dominion, to the high Prince of that new-found land 
and verily the land is the ſweeter, that Jeſus Chriſt paid ſo dex 
a rent for it, and he is the glory of the land: all which, I hop 
doth not ſo much mitigate and allay your grief for her part ( 
truly this ſhould ſeem ſufficient) as the unerring expectation « 
the dawning of that day upon yourſelf, and the hope ye have 
the fruition of that ſame King and kingdom ta your own ſou 
Certainly the hope of it, when things look ſo dark like on bot 
kingdoms, muſt be an exceeding great quickening to langui 
ing ſpirits, who are far from home while we are here, Wha 
miſery, to have both a bad way all the day, and no hope 
lodging at night! but he hath taken up your lodging for yo 
I can ſay no more now; but I pray, that the very God of peac 
may eſtabliſh your heart to the end. I reſt, 


London, Feb. 24. Madam, Your Ladyſhip's at all re- 
1646. ſpefive obedience in the Lord, 8. 
* * X * X X X X X X * K R R X XR K + * # 
52. To M. O. 
Sir, 


Can write nothing for the preſent concerning theſe time 

I (whatever others may think) but that which ſpeaketh wra 
an judgment to theſe kingdoms. If ever ye, or any of tb 
nd, received the goſpel in the truth, (as 1 am confident /) 
„n they did) there is here a great departure from that fait! 
aud our ſufferings are not yet at an end: however, I dare teſt 
| 1 
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nd die for it, that once Chriſt was revealed in the power of his 
xcellency and glory to the ſaints there, and in Scotland, of 
chich I was a witneſs + I pray God none deceive. you, or take 
he crown from you. Hell or the gates of hell cannot ravel, 
mr or undo what Chriſt hath once done amongſt you: it may 
de, that I am incapable of new light, and cannot receive that ſpirit 
chereof ſome vainly boaſt ; but that which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, which we 
dave looked upon, and our hands have handled, even the word of 
life, John i, 2, 3. hath been declared to you. Thouſands of 
thoutands, walking in that light and that good old way, have 
zone to heaven, and are now before the throne; truth is but 
one, and hath no numbers, Chriſt and Antichriſt are both 
now in the camp, and are come up to open blows : Chriſt's 
poor ſhip ſaileth in the ſea of blood, the paſſengers are ſo ſea- 
ick of a high fever, that they they miſcall one another; Chriſt 
(| hope) ſhall bring the broken bark to land: I had rather ſwim 
for life and death on an old plank, or a broken board, to land 
vith Chrift, than enjoy the rotten peace we have hitherto had. 
It is like the Lord will take a ſevere courſe with us, to cauſe the 
children of the family agree together. I conceive that Chriſt 
hath a great deſign of free grace to theſe lands; but his wheels 
muſt move over mountains and rocks. He never yet wooed a 
bride on earth, but in blood, in fire, and in the wilderneſs. A 
croſs of our own chuſing, honeyed and ſugared with conſolations, 
ve cannot have: 1 think not much of a croſs, when all the 
children of the houſe weep with me and for me; and to ſuffer 
vhen we enjoy the communion of ſaints is not much: but it is 
hard when ſaints rejoice in the ſuffering of ſaints, and redeem- 
Ing ones hurt, yea, even go nigh to hate redeemed ones. I 
confeſs, I-imagined, there had no more been ſuch an affliction 
on earth, or in the world, than that one elect angel ſhould fight 
gainſt another; but, for contempt of the communion of ſaints, 
ve have need of new-born croſſes, ſcarce ever heard of before; 
the ſaints are not Chriſt, there is no misjudging in him, there i 
nuch in us; and a doubt it is, if we ſhall have fully one heart, 
ill we ſhall enjoy one heaven: our ſtar-light hideth us from 
ourſelves, and hideth us from one another, and Chriſt from us 
all; but he will not be hidden from us. I ſhall wiſh that all 
the ſons of our Father in that land be of one mind, and that 
they be not ſhaken nor moved from the truth once received. 
Chriſt was in that goſpel, and Chriſt is the ſame now that he 
vas in the prelates time; that goſpel cannot fink, it will make 
you free, and bear you out : Chriſt, the ſubject of it, is the 
choſen of God, and cometh from Bozrah with garments dyed 
in blood. Ireland and Scotland both muſt be his field, in which 
be mall feed and gather lilies: ſuppoſe (which is yet impoßi- 
de 


n 


4 Mr. RUTHERFOOR D's Epiſt. 83. 
ble) that ſome had an eternity of Chriſt in Ireland, and a ſweet 
ſummer of the goſpel; and a feaſt of fat things for evermore in 
Ireland, and one ſhould never come to heaven, it ſhould be 3 
defireable life; the King's ſpikenard, Chriſt's perfume, his ap- 
ples of love, his ointments, even down in this lower houſe of 
clay, are a choice heaven: O what then is the King in his own 
land, where there is ſuch a throne, ſo many king's palaces, ten 
thouſand thouſands of crowns of glory, that want heads yet to 
fill them! O fo much leiſure as ſhall be there to fing! O ſuch 
a tree as groweth there in the midſt of that paradiſe, where the 
inhabitants ſing eternally under its branches ! To look in at a 
window and fee the branches burdened with the apples of life, 
to be the laſt man that ſhall come in thither, were too much for 
me. I pray you remember me to the Chriſtians there, and re. 
member our private covenant. Grace be with you. 
London, April 17. Your friend in the Lord 
1646. Feſus, S. R. 
Heer 


| 53. Zo EARLS'TOUN Elder. 
Sir, | 


Know ye have Tearned long ago, ere I knew any thing of 
Chriſt, that if we had the croſs at our own election, we 
would either have law-ſurety for freedom from it, or then we 
would have it honeyed and ſugared with comforts, fo as the 
ſweet ſhould over-maſter the gall and wormwood. Chriſt know - 
eth how to breed the ſons of his houſe, and ye will give him 
leave to take his own way of diſpenſation with you; and tho' 
it be rough, forgive him; he defieth you to have as much pa- 
tience to him, as he hath borne to you. I am ſure there can- 
not a drachm weight of gall be leſs in your cup : and ye would 
not defire he thould afflict you, and hurt your foul. When his 
people cannot have a providence of filk and roſes, they muſt be 
content with ſuch an one as he carveth out for them : ye would 
not go to heaven but with company; and ye may perceive 
that the way of thoſe who went before you was through blood, 
ſufferings, and many afflictions; nay, Chriſt, the Captain, went 
in over the door-threſhold of paradiſe, bleeding to death, Ido 
not think but ye have learned to ſtoop, though ye (as others) 
be naturally ſtiff; and that ye have found that the apples and 
ſweet fruits, which grow on that crabbed tree of the croſs, are 
as ſweet as it is ſour to bear it; eſpecially conſidering, that 
Chriſt hath borne the whole complete croſs, and his ſaints bear 
but bits and chips; as the apoſtle ſaith, The remnants or leau- 
ings of the croſs. | judge you ten thouſand times happy, that 
ever ye was grace's debtor; for certainly Chriſt hath engaged 
vou over head and ears to free grace; and take the debt with 
you to eternity, Imamanuc!'s higheſt laud, where you find be- 
Lore 
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fore you a houſe full of Chriſt's everlaſting debtors, the leſs 
hame to you: yea, and this lower kingdom of grace is but 
Chriſt's hoſpital and, gueſt-houſe of ſick folks, whom the brave 
and noble Phyſician Chriſt hath cured, upon a venture of life 
and death; and if ye be near the water-ſide (as I know ye are) 
al that I can ſay is this, Sir, that I feel by the ſmell of that land 
which is before you, that it is a goodly country, and it is well 
paid for you to your hand; and he is before you, - who will hear- 
ly welcome you. O to ſuck thoſe. breaſts of full conſolations 
above, and to drink Chriſt's new wine up in his Father's houſe, 
i; ſome greater matter than is believed ! Since it was brewed 
from eternity for the Head of the houſe, and ſo many thouſand 
crowned kings; rubs in the way, where the lodging is fo good, 
re not much. He that brought again from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
eſtabliſh you to the end. f 
London, May 15, : Your friend and ſervant 
1645. in Teſus:Chrift, 8. R. 
r On Oy WP WO Oy OH WAG wo 
54. To his reverend and worthy brother, Mr. GEORGE 
__'GILLESPIE. | 
Reverend and dear brother, | 2 > 
Cannot ſpeak to you. The way ye know, the paſſage is 
free and not ſtopped, the print of the footſteps of the Fore- 
runner is clear and manifeſt, many have gone before you: ye 
vill not ſleep long in the duſt before the day break; it is a far 
ſhorter piece of the hinder - end of the night to you, than to A- 
braham and Moſes; beſide all the time of their bodies reſting 
under corruption, it is as long yet to their day as to your mor- 
ning- light of awaking to glory; though their ſpirits, having the 
advantage of yours, have had now the fore-ſtart of the ſhore 
before you. I dare ſay nothing againſt his diſpenſation ;-I hope 
to follow quickly: the heirs, that are not there before you, are 
poſting with haſte after you, and none ſhall take your lodging o- 
rer your head. Be not heavy: the life of faith is now called 
or; doing was never reckoned in your accounts, (though Chriſt 
n and by you hath done more, than by twenty, yea, an hun- 
ired-gray-haired and godly paſtors) believing now is your laſt : 
bolt to that word, Gal. ii. 20. .Nevertheleſs J live, yet not I, but 
Cy; liveth in me. Ye know the I that liveth; and the I that 
liveth not; it is not ſingle ye that liveth, Chriſt by law liveth 
n the broken debtor : it is not a life by doing or holy walking, 
ut the living of Chriſt in you. If ye look to yourſelf as divid- 
© from Chriſt, ye muſt be more than heavy: all your wants 
dear brother) be upon him: ye are his debitor, grace muſt 
um and ſubſcribe your accounts as paid: ſtand not upon items, 
nd ſmall or little ſanctification; ye know, inherent holineſs 


muſt 
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muſt ſtand by, when imputed is all. I fear the clay-houſe is x 
taking down and undermining ; but it is nigh the dawning, logk 
to the eaſt, the dawning of the glory is near; your Guide is 
good company, and knoweth all the miles, and the ups and 
downs in the way; the nearer the morning, the darker. Some 
traveller ſeeth the city twenty miles off, and at a diftance : and 
yet within the eighth part of a mile he. cannot ſee it. It is all 
keeping, that ye would now have, till ye need it ; and if ſenſe 
and fruition come both at once, it is not your loſs ; let Chriſt 
tutor you as he thinks good, ye cannot be marred nor miſcarry 
in his hand. What is an excellent qualification and no mo- 
ney, no price, to you (who, I know, dare not glory in youre 
own righteouſneſs) is fitneſs warrantable enough to caſt your-Wl: 
ſelf upon him, who juſtifieth the ungodly. Some ſee the gold e 
once, and never again till the race's end; it is coming all in an 
ſum together, when ye are in a more gracious capacity to tell it ve 
than now: © Ye are not come to the mount that burneth with | 
fire, nor unto blackneſs, darkneſs, and tempeſt; but ye are 
come to mount Zion, unto the city of the living God, the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, toll: 

the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, which arc 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the ſpi: 
rits of juſt men made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of thei: 
new covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling,” &c. Ye muſty 
leave the wife to a more choice Huſband, and the children to Mi; 

( better Father. If ye leave any teſtimony to the Lords work 
| and covenant, againſt both malignants and ſectaries, (which Wh! 
| ſuppoſe may be needful) let it be under your hand, and ſub- 

ſcribed before faithful witneſſes. 5 
St. Andrews, Sept. 27. Your loving and afflited © 
1648. | brother, 8. R 


355. To Mrs. GILLESPIE. 
Dear ffter, 


Having heard how the Lord hath vifited you, in removing 
the child Archibald; I hope ye ſee, the ſetting down of tha. 
weight of your confidence and affection upon any created thing 
whether huſband or child, is a deceiving thing; and that tha 
creature 1s not able to bear the weight, but ſinketh down to ve 
ry nothing under your confidence: and therefore ye are Chriſt WI | 
debitor for all providences of this kind, even in that he buildet 
an hedge of thorns in your way; for ſo ye ſee his gracious in 
tention is to ſave you (if I may ſay ſo) whether ye will or not 
It is a rich mercy, that the Lord Chriſt will be Maſter of you 
delights, and that his way is ſo fair, for landing of Huſban 
and children before hand, in the country whereto ye are jour 
neying. No matter bow little ye be engaged to the world, finct 
; | 10 
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have ſuch experience of croſs dealing init; had ye been a child 
fthe houſe, the world would have dealt more warmly with its 
wn: there is leſs of you out of heaven, that the child is there, 
nd the huſband is there, but much more that your Head Kinſ- 
nan and Redeemer doth fetch home ſuch as are in danger to 
Wh: loſt : and from this time forward, fetch not your comforts 
oa ſuch broken ciſterns and dry wells; if the Lord pull at the 
Writ, ye muſt not be the creature that ſhall hold when he draw- 


| h. Truly, to me your caſe is more comfortable, than if the 


ve. ſide were well pleniſhed with ten children: the Lord ſaw ye was 

dle, by his grace, to bear the loſs of huſband and child; and that ye 
e that weak and tender as not to be able to ſtand under the mercy 
a gracious huſband living and flouriſhing in eſteem with au- 
hority, and in reputation for godlineſs and learning: for he 
moweth the weight of theſe mercies would cruſh you and 
wreak you; and as there is no ſearching out of his underſtanding, 
g he hath {kill to know what providence will make Chriſt dear- 
t to you; and let not your heart ſay, it is an ill wailed diſpen- 
ation. Sure Chriſt, who hath ſeven eyes, bad before him the 
vod of a living huſband and children for Margaret Murray, and 
ie good of a removed huſband and children tranſlated to glo- 
7; now he hath opened his decree to you, ſay, Chriſt hath 
me for me a wiſe and gracious choice, and I have not one 
word to ſay on the contrary. Let not your heart charge any 


Wot let you alone, nor give you leave to play the idolatreſs with 
ch as have not that right to your love that Chriſt hath. I 
hould wiſh, at the reading of this that ye may fall down and 
mke a ſurrender of thoſe that are yet alive, to him: and for 
o, let him{have all: and wait for himſelf, for he will come 
nd will not tarry : live by faith, and the peace of God guard 
dur heart ; he cannot die whoſe ye are. My wife ſuffers with 
jon, and remembereth her love to you. 

St. Andrews, Aug. 1659. Your brother in 


. Chriſt, 8. R. 
995 h ο ο ο ο 
nee 6. To the worthy and much honoured, Colonel GILBERT 
, KER. 

| 


Much honoured and truly worthy, 


| Hope T ſhall not need to ſhew you, -that ye are in greater 
hazard from yourſelf and your own ſpirit, which ſhould be 

tched over, (that your actings for God may be clean, ſpiritual, 

rely for God, for the Prince of the kings of the earth) than 
t can be in danger from your enemies. O bow hard is it, to 
; Fit | get 


ling, nor unbelief libel injuries upon Chriſt ; becauſe he will 


4 


ture, as to be without mixture of creature and carnal intereg 


for he is the Lord of lords, and King of kings, and the 


high Lord-general, of whom ye hope for pay and all arrez 
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get the intentions ſo cut off from, and raiſed above the cre; 
and to have the ſoul in heavenly actings, only eyeing hinſel 
and acting from love to God, revealed to us in Jeſus Ghriſt ! yl 
will find yourſelf, your delights, your ſolid glory (far above thi 
air and breathings of mouths, and the thin, thort, poor applay 
es of men) before you in God. All the creatures, all the ſword; 
all the hoſts in Britain, and in this poor globe of the habitabl 
world, are but under him ſingle cyphers making no number, th 
product being nothing, but painted men, and painted ſword 
in a broad, without influence from him: and, O what a Go 
is in Gideon's ſword, when it is the ſword of the Lord! 1 will 
a ſword from heaven to you, and orders from heaven to you i 
go out, and as much peremptorineſs of a heavenly will, as t 
lay and abide by it, I will not, I ſhall not go out except thou gue 
with me. I deſire not to be raſh in judging ; but I am a ſtran 
ger to the mind of Chriſt, if our adverſaries, who have unjuſt 
ly invaded us, be not now in the camp of thoſe that make wa 
with the Lamb : but rhe Lamb fhall overcome them at length 


who are with him are called, and choſen, and faithful; an 
though ye and I ſee but the dark fide of God's. diſpenſation 
this day towards Britain, yet the fair, beautiful and defireab! 
cloſe of it muſt be the confederacy of the nations of the wor. 
with Britain's Lord of armies. And let me die in the comfor 
of the faith of this, that a throne ſhall be ſet up for Chriſt i 
this iſland of Britain (which is and ſhall be a garden more fruit 
ful of trees of righteouſneſs, and payeth and ſhall pay mor 
thouſands to the Lord of the vineyard, tban is paid in thric 
the bounds of Great Britain upon the earth) and then there ca 
be neither Papiſt, Prelate, Malignant, nor Sectary, who dar 
draw a {word againſt him that ſitteth upon the throne, Sir, 
wiſh a clean army, fo far as may be, that the ſhout of a King 
who hath many crowns, may be among you; and that ye ma 
fight in faith, and prevail with God firſt. Think it your gle 
ry, to have a ſword to act, and ſyffer, and die (if it pleaſe bi 

ſo being ye may add any thing to the declarative glory of Chriſt 
tie Plant of renown, mangel, God with us: happy an 
thrice bleſſed are they by whole actings, or blood, or pain, © 
loſs, the diadems and rubies of his higheſt and. glorious crow 
(whoſe ye are) gliſter and ſhine in this quarter of the habitabl 
world: though he need not Gilbert Ker, nor his ſword; Je 
this honour have ye with his redeemed ſoldiers, to call Chri 


well told. Go on, worthy Sir, in the courage of faith, follos 
ing the Lamb: make not haſte unbelievingly; but in hope an 


lilence keep the watch tower and look out; he will come in b 
o 
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ern time, his ſalvation ſhall not tarry, he ſhall place ſalvation 
q Britain's Zion for Iſrael's glory. His good-will, who dwelt 
the buſh and ir burnt not, be yours, and with you. I am 
gg. Andrews, Aug. 10, Yours in his fwert Lord 
1650. Faiaeſis, 8. R. 
LLL ee 


.. To the worthy and much honoured Colonel GILBERT 
| KER. | 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, 


HA I wrote to you before, I ſjwke not upon any pri- 
vate warrant: I am where I was; Cromwell and his 
my (I ſhall not ſay, but there may be ind are ſeveral ſober and 
pdly among them, who have either joined through miſinfor- 
nition, or have gone alongſt with the reſt in the ſimplicity of 
beit hearts, not knowing any thing) fight in an unjuſt cauſe, 
zünſt the Lord's ſecret ones; and now, to the trampling ot 
he worſhip of God, and perſecuting the people of God in Eng- 
ind and Ireland, he hath brought upon his ſcore the blood of 
he people of God in Scotland. I intreat you, dear Sir, as ye 
ure to be ſerviceable to Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe free grace prevent- 
you, when ye were his enemy, go on without fainting, e- 
wlly eſchewing all mixture with Sectaries and Malignants ; 
ether of the two ſhall ever be inſtrumental to ſave the Lord's 
zople, or build his houſe : and without propheſying, or ſpeak- 
w further than he, whoſe am, and whom I defire to ſerve in 
ke goſpel of his Son, ſhall warrant, I deſire to hope, and to 
eve, there is a glory and a majeſty of the Prince of the kings 
the earth, that ſhall ſhine and appear in Great Britain, which 
ul darken all the glory of men, confound Sectaries and Ma- 
Imants, and rejoice the ſpirits of the followers of the Lamb, 
ud dazzle the eyes of the beholders. Sir, I tuppoſe that God 
w gather Malignants and Sectaries, ere all be done, as ſheaves 
abarn- floor; and to bid the daughter of Zion ariſe aud threſh: 
dope ye will mix with none of them: I am abundantly ſatisfi- 
that our army, through the ſinful miſcarriage of men, hath 
len; and dare ſay, it is a better and a more comfortable dif- 
ration, than if the Lord had given us the victory, and the 
keks of the reproachers of the way of God, becauſe he hath 
ne it: for 1. More blood, blaſphemies, cruelty, treachery, 
uſt be upon the accounts of the men, whoſe land the Lord 
hid us to invade. 2. Victory is ſuch a burdening and weigh- 
mercy, that we have not ſtrength to bear it as yet. 3. That 
not the army, nor Gideon's three hundred, by whom he is 
ave us: we muſt have one of the Lord's carving. 4. Our 
mics on both ſides are not enough hardened, nor we enough 
Ffia ROM arc 
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mortified to multitude, valour and creatures. Grace, grace be 
with you. 
St. Andrews, Sept. 5. Your friend and ſervant in his 
1650, | ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
eee 
58. To the worthy and _ "pea Colonel GILBERT 
K . 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, 
T is conſiderable, that the Lord may, and often doth call te 
a work, and yet hide himſelf, and try the faith of his own 
it I conceive aright, the Lord hath called you to ac againſſ 
that enemy; and the withdrawers of their ſword, in my weak 
apprehenſion, add their zeal unto, and take upon them the guilto 
that unjuſt invaſion of this land made by Cromwell's army, and 
of the blood of the Lord's people in this kingdom; ſince thi 
ſword, put into the hand of his children, is to execute wrath 
and vengeance upon evil-doers : the Lord's time of appearing 
for his broken land is reſerved to the breathings of the Spirit o 
the Lord, fuch as came upon Gideon and Samſon, and that i 
an act of princely and royal ſovereignty in God. Ye are, Sir 
to lay hold on opportunities of providence, and to wait for him 
as for your particular treating by yourſelves with the invade 
of our land, I have no mind to it, and do look upon their wa 
as a carrying on of the myſtery of iniquity (for Babylon is a ſeaff 
of many names.) Sir, let this controverſy ſtand till the ſecon 
appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, and our appeal ly before the thron 
undiſcuſſed till that day. I hope to ly 999 in the grave, in th 
faith of the juſtneſs of our cauſe. I ſpeak nothing of the mai 
taining the greatneſs of men, not ſubordinate to the Prince q 
kings of the earth. I judge that the blood of the witnefles c 
Jetus is found upon the ſkirts of this ſociety, as well as in B 
bylon's ſkirts : I believe the way of the Lord is Colonel Gilbert 
Ker's ſtrength and glory; and 1 thould be content to want my 
of him, (which is, I confeſs, precious and dear in Chril 

Jo he be ſpent in the ſervice of him, who will anon make inqu 
ſition for the blood of the truly godly, which theſe men hay 
ſhed, after fair warning that they were the godly of Scotlauc 
Worthy Sir, believe, faint not, ſet your ſhoulder under the gle 
ry of Jeſus, that is miſprized in Scotland, and give a teſtimo 
for him; be hath many names in Scotland, who ſhall wal 
with him in white. This deſpiſed covenant ſhall ruin Malig 
nants, Sectaries and Atheiſts : yet alittle while, and behold ! 
cometh, and wa/keth in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, and h 
germents dyed with blood. Oh for the fad and terrible day 
the Lord upon England, their ſhips of Tarſhiſh, their fence 
„cc. becauſe of a broken covenant | A conference W. 
any, not 19 Einder acting, (O that the Lord would ther 
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yy, or ſome other way remove the cloud that is over you) if 

wthority would concur, were to be deſired; but it can hardly 

he expected ; however, in the way of duty, and in the ſilence 

of faith, go on; it ye periſh, ye are the firſt of the creation 

yith whom the Lord hath taken that diſpenſation. I ſhould 

humbly defire you, Sir, to look to that, Dying, and behold 
we live ; killed all the day long, and yet mare than conquerors. 

There ſhall be the heat and warmneſs of life in your graves, 
and buried bones: but look not for the Lord's coming the high- 
er way only, for he may come the lower way. O how little of 
God do we ſee, and how myſterious is he ! Chriſt known is a- 
mongſt the greateſt ſecrets of God. Keep yourſelf in the love 
of God, and in order to that, as far in obedience and ſubjecti- 
on to the king, (whoſe ſalvation and true happineſs my ſoul de- 
ireth) and to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, and 
to the fundamental laws of this kingdom, as your Lord requireth, 
dir, ye are in the hearts and prayers of the Lord's people in this 
kingdom, and in the other two: the Lord hath ſaid, there is a 
blefling in the cluſter of grapes, deſtroy it not. Grace, grace 
de upon the head of him that is ſeparated from his brethren ; 
nd the good-will of him that dwelt in the buſh be with you. 


Perth, Nov. 23. Your ſervant in his ſaucet 
1650. Lord Feſus, S. R. 
==> rr r e r _5=AXEE= == u= 
59. To the worthy and much honoured Colonel GILBERT 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, 


| Know not why the people of God ſhould not take notice of 
the bonds of any who have blood in readineſs to be let out 
tor his cauſe : and I judge it was not of you, that ye died not in 
the undecided controverſy which the Lord of the whole earth 
hath with the men whom he hath ſent againſt us. Dear and 
much honoured in the Lord, let me entreat you to be far from 
the thoughts of leaving this land: I fee it, and find it, that the 
Lord hath covered the whole land with a cloud in his anger; 
but though I have been tempted to the like, I had rather be ia 
ſcotland, beſide angry Jeſus Chriſt, knowing he mindeth no 
evil to us, than in any Eden or garden in the earth. It we can 
remain united with the Lord's remnant in the land, he layeth 
up wrath for all ſorts of adverſaries in Britain, Though I ne- 
ver ſee the glory of his gliſtering ſword in Britain, I would be 
ſolaced in the innocent thoughts (far from revenge) that the 
Hints ſhall dip their feet in the blood of the flain of the Lord. 
And truly, Sir, I ſuppoſe ye cannot but come to thele thoughts 
and weak deſires before the Hearer of prayers, for as little as ye 
link of and value yourſelf ; for me, If 1 could mind you in 
your 
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your bonds, I purpoſe not to ſtand to the account ye give, or 
thoughts ye bave of yourſelf; though I know ye are not a whit 
more or leſs before him (who weigheth his own according tothe 
weight of imputed righteouſneſs) for my apprehenſions. Chris 
cannot miſtake you, men may; and the calculation and eſteem 
of free grace maketh you to be what you are. I hope to ſee you an 
everlaſtingly obliged debtor to him, whom ye ſhall praiſe, but ne- 
ver pay: and truly ys have no riches but that debt; and I know ye 
love to be engaged to Jeſus Chriſt the moſt excellent of creditors, 
Much joy and ſweetneſs may ye have in ſtanding written in this 
book: I deſire to do it myſelf, and I would have you alſo high. 
ly to eſteem the deſign of Chriſt, who hath raiſed the riches of 


the glory of ſo much grace above the circle of the heaven of 
heavens, out of very nothings ; and contrived his thoughts of 


love, ſo that lamps of glorified clay ſhould ſtand before him, 
for all ages, the burdens and loaden debitors of free, eternally 
free grace. Sir, ye cannot caſt the count of the rents of your 
ſo great inheritance of glory. Grace be with you. 
Edin. May 18. Your ſervant in his own 
— Lord Feſus, S. R. 


60. To the much honoured and truly worthy Colonel GIL BERT 
_ 


Hab. 11. verſes Jz 4. 
Much honoured and worthy Sir, 


ing his, as your ſvord was made famous in acting for that 


caute : and blefled are ſuch as can willingly tender to Chriſt 


both action and blood, doing and ſuffering. * Reſiſting unto 
blood is little for that precious and never-enough exalted Re- 
deemer, who, when ye are a-buying, gave blood ſomewhat 


dearer than ye gave for him, even the blood of God, Acts xx. 


28. I know a man, who, upon the receipt of a letter, that 
ye were killed, and the people of God deſtroyed, wiſhed, that 
he might be quickly under the wall of the higher palace, from 
under the dint of the ſtorm, and who longed to have the wea- 


ther- beaten and crazy bark ſafelylandedin that harbour of eternal 


quietneſs. What further ſervice Chriſt bath: for you, I know 
not; it is enough, that in your captivity ye offer your ſervice to 
Chriſt : but if I ſee any thing, it looks like a mercifal defeat. 
I ſee the nobles and the ſtate falling off from Chriſt, and the 
night coming upon the prophets, which we would pray to pre- 
vent; becauſe it is a rare thing to fee a fallen ſtar win ever up 


again to the firmament to ſhine; and what if this be the thick 
darknets 


OUR chains now ſhine as much for Chriſt, the eauſe be⸗ 
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jarkneſs going before the break of day? Sure, Sir, the fun 
ſhall riſe upon Scotland; but if I ſhall ſee it, or how near it is 
to that day, | leave that to him, even unto Jehovah, who cre- 
ates upon every dwelling-place in mount-Zion, and upon her 
;fſemblies a cloud, and a ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a 
ſaming fire by night. But, Sir, the wilderneſs ſhall rejoice 
and bloſſom as a roſe: and happy he, who hath a bone or an 
arm, to put the crown upon the head of our higheſt King, 
whoſe chariot is paved with love. Were there ten thouſand 
millions of heavens created above theſe higheſt heavens, and 
gain as many above them, and as many above them, till au- 
zels were wearied with counting, it were but too low a feat to 
ix the princely throne of that Lord Jeſus (whoſe ye are) 
above them all: created heavens are too low a ſeat of majeſty 
for him. Since then there is none equal to your Mafter and 
Prince, who hath choſen out for you, amongſt many ſufferings 
for fin, that only troſs, which cometh neareſt in likeneſs to 
his own croſs, watered with conſolation, take courage, and 
comfort yourſelf in him, who hath choſen you to glory here- 
ifter, and to conformity with him here: we fools would have 
z croſs of our own chooſing, and would have our gall and worm 
wood ſugared, our fire cold, and our death and grave warmed 
vith the heat of life; but he, who hath brought many children to 
glory, and loſt none, is our beſt Tutor, I wiſh, when I am 
ick, that he may be my keeper and comforter. I judge it a bleſſ- 
ed fall, that we are forfeited heirs, broken and out of credit, 
and that Chriſt is become a tutor in the place of free-will, and 
that we are no more our own. I am broken and waſted with 
the wrath that is on the land, and have been much tempted 


ith a deſign to have a paſs from Chriſt, which if I had, I 
zould not ſtay to be a witneſs of our defection, for na man's 
ntreaty; but I know it is my ſoftneſs and weakneſs, who would 
ter be aſhore; when a fit of ſea- ſickneſs cometh on; though I 
ow, I ſhall come ſoqn enough to that defireable country, 
and ſhall not be diſplaced ; none ſhall take. my;lodging. Sir, 
nany eyes are upon you, and the godly are exceedingly refreſh- 
td, that ye liſten not to the ways of many about you, who with 
hir words make merchandiſe of ſouls. Sir, if the way you are 
In be not the way of Chrift, then wo to me, for I am cternally 
loft ; but truly, the Lord Chriſt's dealing with Calanel Gilbert 
ker hath proven to me, that the New Teſtament, and the co- 
ſenant of grace, is a piece, that a ſolemn meeting and aſſembly 
if all created angels, join all their wits together, could not have 
leriſed. Since, Sir, ye paid nothing for the change that 
Chriſt made, and ye will take that debt of free grace ta heaven 
ith you (for what was Chriſt Jeſus indebted to you, more than 
o all your kindred and name?) therefore, fince ye are made 

his 
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his own, follow no other way. What is my ſalvation, though 
I ſhould lay it in pawn (it is but a poor pledge) that this, this 
only is the way? but Chriſt is ſurety himſelf, that it is the way; 
the Fore-runner went before you, and he is ſafely landed, and 
there is a fair company before you of ſuch as have come out of 
great tribulation, and have waſhed their garments, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb; to whom theſe promiſes 
are now performed, He that overcomes ſhall eat of the tree 
of life, that is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God : and God 
ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be ng 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither thall there be 
any more pain: he that ſitteth on the throne thall dwell among 
them; they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, 
neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any heat; for the 
Lamb, that is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and 
ſhall take them unto the living fountains of waters.” I may, 
Sir, poſſibly keep you from better work : the God of peace, 
that brought again from-the dead, the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you 


St. Andrews, Jan 7. Yours in Feſus 
165 1. Chriſt, S. R. 
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Gr. To the much honoured and = worthy, Colonel GILBERT 
_» + 
Much honoured and worthy Sir, 

Have heard of your continued captivity in England as well 

as in this afflited land; but, go where ye will, ye cannot 
go from under your ſhadow, which is broader than many king: 
doms; ye change lodging and countries; but the ſame Lord is 
before you: if ye were carried away captive to the other ſide o 
the ſun, or as far as the riſing of the morning ſtar, it is ſpoken 
to your mother, who hath yet received no bill of divorce, which 
was written to Judah, Micah iv. 10. © Be in pain and labour 
to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: 
for now ſhalt thou go forth oat of the city, and thou ſhalt dwell 
in the field, and thou ſhalt go even to Babylon, there (halt 
thou be delivered, there the Lord ſhall redeem thee from the 
hand of thine enemies.“ England ſhall be countable for you, 
to render you back, Ia. xliv. 6. I will ſay to the north, Give 
up; and to the ſouth, Keep not back.” It is a ſermon that 
geſh and blood laugheth at, Ezek. xxxvii. 4. Prophely u- 
pon theſe dry bones, and ſay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord ? It is a preaching to the grave: Thus 
faith the Lord unto the bones, Behold, I will cauſe breath en 
ter into you, and ye ſhall live, and I will lay ſine ws upon you, 

| A 
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id bring fleſh upon you, and cover you with ſkin, and put 
reath in yau, and ye ſhall live.” Rev. xx. 13, * And the fea 
ave up the dead that were in it.” Berwick, muſt render back 
he Scottiſh captives, and Colonel Gilbert Ker with them; Iſa. 
ii. 14. For thus faith the Lord, your Redeemer, the holy 
ne of Iſrael, For your ſake, I have ſent to Babylon, and have 
rought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whole cry is 
1 the ſhips.” Deut. xxx. 4. If any of them be driven out to 
he utmoſt parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God 
her thee, and from thence will he fetch thee.” Zech. viii. 7. 
Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Behold, I will ſave my people 
rom the eaſt country, and from the weſt country, and I will 
ring them, and they ſhall dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalem, and 
hey ſhall be my people, and J will be their God, in truth and 
righteouſneſs.” Sir, ye are both booked by the Lord, who 
iteth up the people, Pſalm Ixxxvii. 5, 6. and counted to 
he Lord as one of the houſe and ſtock, Pſalm xxii. 30. Fear 
ot, faint not, all your hairs are numbered. It is the defire of 
de people of God, that as your bonds hitherto have been ex- 
nplary, to the ſtrengthening of the feeble, and to the ſtopping 
the mouth of the adverſary, without any declining to the 
bt or left- hand; ſo your ſufferings, in the place ye now go 
„ may be (as we are confident in the Lord of you, and in hu- 
iliy.boaſt of his grace in you) ſavoury, convincing, and like 
into this honourable cauſe, that will prevail in Britain, con- 
nary to all the machinations and counſels of devils and men; 
id though there were no other ink in the pen I now write 
mth, but ſome dewing of my laſt cooling blood, this I purpote 
lis grace, whoſe I am, enabling me) to ſtand to. Sir, we de- 
re to adore no inſtruments z yet we conceive the ſhining and 
7s of grace, from the fountain Jeſus Chriſt, the fulneſs of 
be God-head, beſtowed on ſinful men, hold forth the good. 
ioughts of Criſt to this poor land, whoſe mu'tiplied graves, 
ad whoſe ſouls under the altar, hin by Sectaries and Malig- 
ants, cry aloud to heaven. I ſee nothing, Sir, if the Lord be 
nt near (though I dare not ſay how ſoon) to awake for the 
ſar of Zion's controverſy, Iſa. xxxiv. 5. For my {word thal! 
e bathed in heaven; behold, it thall come down upon Eng- 
nd, and the reſidue of his enemies in Scotland“ Wo is me 
br England that land ſhall be ſoaked with blood, and the 
wt made fat with fatneſs; that pleaſant land inall * a ider 
tis, and the duſt of their land pitch; a judgment upon the!” 
nilled towns, their. pleaſant fields, their ſtrong ſhips, Oc. if 
ley do not repent. Ye have not, I conceive, teen ſuch ſearch. 
Ws and trying times, as now theſe are; and vet the quelton 
lll be drawn to a more narrow ſtate, and multitudes will yet 
ave the cauſe 3 for we took all in to the covenant that oftered 
Gge to 
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to build with vs: but Chriſt muſt have but a ſmall remnant, il {:!s 
tew nobles, if any, few miniſters, few profeſſors, though our wp 
way ſtandeth unchanged, 2 Cor. vi. 8. By honour and dil e 
honour, by good report and evil report, as deceivers, and yerMlkc 
true, as unknown, and ret well known; as dying, and be ing 
hold we live; as chaſtened, and yet not killed.“ Neither e 
this your condition alone, but the experienced lot of all the c 
iaints that have gone before you; it is one and the ſame eroſ c 


of Chriſt; but there be ſundry faces and diverſe circumſtances 
in the ſame remnant. - The ſufferings of Chriſt and yours, Sir, 
to be delivered to folviers, and in captivity, look like his ſuffer 
ings, of whom Ifaiah faith, chapter liii. 8. He, was take 
from priſon, and from judgment; yea, and taken bound,” Joh 
xvin. 1. When the cauſe is the truth of God, the luſtre and 
face of ſuffering is ſo much the more lovely, that it hath the 
hue and colour of Chriſt's ſufferings, who endured contradictio 
of ſinners, and deſpiſed the thame: O it is a great word, Chriſt 
thamed, and Chriſt abaſed! but thus was the head, and fo are 
the members dealt with in the world; and truly any thing of 
Chriſt, even the worſt of him, (to ſpeak fo) his reproach and 
ſhame, are lovely. Though ſuperſtitious love to the materi: 
croſs he ſuffered upon be foolery, and doting upon the holyf 
grave be curſed idolatry ; yet is thete a communion with bin 
in his ſufferings mott defireable, 1 Pet. iv. 15. But rejoice! 
as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings ? in which ſenſe 
the cup that his lip touched hath the ſweeter taſte, even tho 
death were in it; the grave becaufe he did ly in it, is fo much 
the ſofter, and the more refreſhful a bed of reſt; and that part 
of the ſky and clouds that the Beloved ſhall break through 
and come to judgment, is as lovely a piece of the created hea- 
ven as any is, if we may love the ground he goeth on the bet 
tur: but all this is to be underſtood in a ſpiritual manner. The 
Jord calleth you, Sir, (upon whom the Spirit of God and his 
glory reſteth) to put your foul's AMEN to this. diſpenſation; 
and requireth of us, that our defires follow the now declared 
decree of God concerning the defolation of our finful land, fo 
121any ways guilty of a deſpiſed goſpel, and a broken covenant, 
and that with all ſubmiſſion : certainly no man hath failed 
more in this thing, than he who writeth to you; for I have" 
brought my health in great hazard, and tormented my ſpirit! 
with exceſhive gru't, for our preſent provocations, and the rent- 
ings of our kirk; and I ſee it is a challenging of, and a bold 
placing again him, upon whoſe ſhoulder the government 15, * 
1%. XX. 22. The Father hath put a glorious truſt upon Chriſt, 
V. 23. * And J will faſten him as a nail in a (ſure place, and he 
ih ii 52 for a glorious throne to his Father's houſe, v. 24. And 
tl, Hall hang upon him all the glory of his Father's houſe, the | 
„bh g and the iſſue, all veſſels of ſmall quantity, from the 7 
eb 
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s of cups even to all the veſſels of flagons.“ Our unbelieving 
yprehentions do ſo quarrel at the proſperity of enemies in an 
wil canſe, that we wreſtle with defeats, ſpoiling, captivity of 
the godly, killing of his people, the waiting of our land, ſtarv- 
ng and famiſhing of the kingdom, which is worſe than the 
ford 3 but this is a ſinful contradicting of the Lord's revealed 
lecree : his wiſdom faith, Spoiling and deſolation is beſt for 
Scotland 3 and we lay, Not; and ſo accuſe Chriſt of miſgovern- 
nent, and of not being true to.the truſt put upou him: but 
ince he doth not drag the government at his heels, but hath it 
won bis ihoulder z and fince the nail faſtened in a ſure place 
annot be broken, nor can the ſmalleſt veſſel fail to find {ſweet 
ſecurity in dependence upon him; ſince all the weight of hea- 
ren aud earth, of redeemed ſaints and confirmed angels, is u- 
jou bis ſhoulder, I am a fool, aud brutiſh to imagine, that L 
an add any thing to Chriſt's ſpecial care of, and tenderneſs to 
tis people: he who keepeth the baſons and knives of his houſe, 
nd bringeth the veſſels back again to the ſecond temple, Ezra 
.8, 9, 10. muſt have a more tender care of his redeemed ones, 
han of a ſpoon or of Peter's old ſhoes, which yet muſt not be 
oi in his captivity, Acts xii. 8. O for grace to ſuffer Chriſt to 
wtor his own minors and young beirs! But we cannot endure 
o be under the actings of his government; we love too much 
o be our own. O how ſweet to be wholly Chriſt's, and wholly 
u Chriſt ! To be out of the creature's owning, and made com- 
eat in Chriſt, to live by faith in Chriſt; and to be once for ail 
nl coed with the created majeſty and glory of the Hon of God, 
om "cn he makes all his friends and followers ſharers! To dwell 
JO lmmanucPs high and bleſſed land, and live in that ſweeteſt 
„here no wind bbweth, but the breathings of the Holy 
bol; no ſeas nor floods flow, but the pure waters of lite, 
e that proccedeth from under the throne, and from the Lamb; 
e plantiug, but che tree of life, that yieldeth twelve manner 
| fruits every month! What do we here but fia and tfutrer r 
O when ſhall the nights be gone, the thadows flee. away, and 
lie morning of that long day, without cloud or night, dawn! 
lic Spirit and the bride ſay, Come: O when ſhall the Lamb's 
lite be ready, and the Bridegroom fay, Come! Worthy Sir, 
mind you to the Hearer of prayer: O help me in that kind |! 
lde Spirit of Jeſus be wich your ſpirit. 


- St, Andrews, May ig. . Yours, in his only, only Lord 
1 1651 | Feſus, 8. R. 
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62. To ny Lady KENMURE. 


Madam, 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you. We are fallen in 
IJ vinnowing and trying times; Jam glad that your breach 
(3 8 8 2 ler ver 
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ſerveth you to run to the end, in the ſame condition and wa; 
wherein ye have walked theſe twenty years paſt ; it is either the 
way of peace, or we are yet in our ſins, and have miſled the 
way. The Lord, (it is true) hath ſtained the pride of all out 
glory; and now, laſt of all, the ſun hath gone down upon ma 
ny of the prophets; but ſtumble not, men are men, and Go 


appeareth more and more to be God, and Chriſt is ſtill Chriſt p. 
Madam, ſtronger than I am, had almoſt ſtumbled me and cali tb 
me down: but Oh what mercy is it, to diſcern betwixt what i: ſo 
Chriſt's and what is man's, and what way the hue, colour, and 
luſtre of gifts and grace dazzle and deceive our weak eyes | Oil © 
to be dead to all things that are below Chriſt, were it even a ere ¶ co 
ated heaven and created grace ! Holineſs is not Chriſt 3 nor ar 
the bloſſoms and flowers of the tree of life the Tree itſelf. . Men 


and creatures may wind themlelves between us and Chriſt ; an 6 
therefore the Lord hath done much to take out of the way ali 
betwixt him and us; there are not now in our way kings, oof © 
armies, or nobles, or judicatories, or, ſtrong holds, or watch ſu 
men, or godly profeſſors : the faireſt things, and moſt eminen 
in Britain, are ſtained, and have loſt their luſtre ; only, on! 
Chriſt keeps his greenneſs and beauty, and remaineth what he 
was: Oh ! if he were more and more excellent to our apprehenſi 
ons, than ever he was (whoſe excellency is above all apprehenfionsll * 
and ſtill more and more ſweet to our taſte.® I care for nothing 
if ſo be I were nearer to him, and yet he flieth not from me 
I flee from him, but be purſuerh. I hear your Lady tfhip hatt ] 
the ſame eſteem of the deſpiſed cauſe and covenant of our Lord 
ye had before: Madam, hold you there; I dare and would | 
gladly breathe out my ſpirit in that way, with a nearer comm. 
nion and fellowſhip with the Father and Son, and would ſee! 
no more, but that I might die believing + and alſo I would hope 
that the earth ſhall not cover the blood of the godly flain i 
Scotland; but that the Lord wlll make inquiſition for thei [ 
blood, when the ſufferings of the ſaints in theſe lands fhall b 
fulfilled. The good-will of him that dwelt in the buſh be wit 
ou. | 
7 Glaſgow, Sept 28. Yuur Ladyſhip's at all obſervance ( 
1651. in the Lord Feſus, 8. K 
. 63. To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, | | | 
RACE, mercy and peace bs to you: I know ye think o 
an out-going, and that your quartering in time, and you 


abvile in this life, is hort; for we flee away as a ſhadow: the | 
declining of the ſun, and the lengthening of the ſhadow, Caitnl- 
bur journey is ſhort aud pear the end, I ſpeak it, becauſe I have 

| | Warning 
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garnings of my removal. Madam, I know not any againſt 
rhom the Lord is not; for he is againſt the proud and lofty ; 
the day of the Lord is upon all the cedars, upon all the high 
mountains, upon every high tower, and upon every fenced 
city, upon all the ſhips of Tarſhiſh, and upon all pleaſant 
jictures. I know not any thing comparable to a nearneſs and 
ſpiritual communion with the Father and the Son Chriſt; 
there is much deadneſs and witheredneſs upon many ſpirits, 
ſometimes near to God; and I with the Lord have not more to 
ſay to and do againſt the land. Ye have, Madam, in your ac- 
counts, mercies, deliverances, rods, warnings, plenty of means, 


hand, and behold no man would know you, nor care for your 
ſoul, when young and weak, manifeſtations of God, the out- 


by all which, ye may be comforted now, and confirmed in the 
certain hope, that grace, free grace, in a fixed and eſtabliſhed 
ſurety, ſhall perfect chat good work in you: happy they, who 
ſke not, and yet believe! Grace, grace eternally in our Lord 
jeſus be with you. 

Edin. May 27, Yours in the Lord 

1645. 1 8 

—— pop ppp . —— —— ++ 
| 64. Jo my Lady EENMURE. 

Madam, 8 

Have been ſo long ſilent, that I am almoſt aſhamed now to 

ſpeak. I hear of your weakly condition of body, which 
ſpeaketh ſome warning to you, to look for a longer life, where 
je ſhall have more leiſure to praiſe than time can give you here: 
It ſhall be Ibſs to many; but ſure, yourſelf, Madam, ſhall be on- 
ly tree of any loſs. And truly, conſidering what days we are 
now fallen into, if ſailing were not ſerving of the Lord, (which 
[can hardly attain) a calm harbour were very good, when ſtorms 
are ſo high: the Fore-runner, who hath landed firſt, muſt help 
to bring the ſea-beaten veſſel ſafe to the port, and the ſick paſ- 
ſengers, who are following the Fore-runner, ſafe aſhore. Much 
deadneſs prevaileth over ſome ; but there is much life in him, 


who is the reſurrection and the life, to quicken. O what of 


our hid life is without us, and how little and poor a ſtock is in 
the hand of ſome | The only wiſe God ſupply what is wanting; 
the more ye want, and the more your joy bath run on, the 
more is owing to you by the promiſe of grace; bygones of wa- 
terings from heaven, which your Ladyſhip wanted in Kenmure, 
Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſgow, Edinburgh, England, &c. 1hHl all 
come in a great ſum together; the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb 
muſt not be marred with too large a four hours refreſhment. 
Know, Madam, he who hath tutored you from the breaſts, 


uew- 


conſolations, when refuge failed, when ye looked on the right 


goings of the Lord for you, experiences, anſwers from the Lord; 


Jeſus, 8. R. 
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knoweth bow to time his own day-ſhinings and love-viſits, 

Grace that runs on, be with you. 

St. Andrews. | Yours in the Lord, at al 
obſervant; 8. R. 
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65. Ty Lady K EN RE 
Madan, 


Confeſs I have eaſe to be grieved at my long ſilence, or la. 

zineſs in wiſting: Iam alfo afflicted te hear, that ſuch, 
wu were debtors to your Ladyſhip for better dealing, have ſer 
ved you with ſuch prevarication : ye know crookednefs is nei. 
ther ſtrong nor long enduring ; and ye know likewile, that theſe 
things ſpring not out of the duſt : it is ſweet to look upon the 
lawleſs and finful ſtirrings of the creatures, as ordered by a moſt 
holy hand in heaven. O if could make peace with God! It 
would be our wiſdom, and afford us much ſweet peace, if op- 
preſſors were looked upon as paſſive inſtruments, like the faw 
or ax in the carpenter's hand; they are bidden (if ſuch a dif. 
tinction may be admitted) but not commanded ot God (as She. 
mei was, 2 Sam. Xvi. 10.) to do what they do. Madam, theſe 
many years the Lord hath been teaching you to read and ſtudy 
well the book of holy, holy and ſpotleſs ſovereignty, in ſuffer- 
ing from ſome nigh hand and ſame far off, Whoever be the 
inſtruments, the replying of clay to the Potter, the Former of 
all, is unbeſeeming the nothing creature: I hope he ſhall clear 
you: but when Zion's public evils ly not nigh ſome of us, and 
leave no impreſſion upon our hearts, it is no wonder that we be 
exerciſed with domeſtic troubles ; but 1 know, ye are taught of 
God to preter Jerutalem to your chiefeſt j Joy. Madam, there 13 
no caule of fainting z wait upon the not tarry ing viſion, for it 
will -ipeak. The only wife God be with you, and God, even 
your own God bleſs you. 


St. Andrews, une ä Yours in all obſervance 
1657, in God, 8. R. 
83 6 —— 


66. To my Lady KENMURE. 


Madan, 


] Should not forget you but my deadneſs under a threaten- 
ing ſtroke, both of a falling church, a broken covenant, 4 
deſpi. ed remnant, and crazinefs of body (that J cannot get 
piece ſickly clay carried about from one houſe or town to/ano- 
ther) lies moſt heavy on me: the Lord hath removed Scotland's 
crown, for we owned not his crown; we fretted at his catholie 
government of the world, and fr atied that he would not be rul- 

and Jed by us, in breaking our adverſaries; and he makes us 


PEO and PLAC ay in our inquiies, under the broken govern 
ment 
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nent of his houſe. It is like it would be our ſnare, to be tried 
vich the honour of a peaceable reformation; we might mar the 
arved work of his houſe, worſe than thoſe againſt whom we 
cry out. It is like he hath bidden us ly on our left fide three 
zundred and ninety days; and yet fo aſtoniſhing is our ſtupi- 
lity, that we moan not our fore-fide ; our gold is become dim, 
the viſage of our Nazarites is become Black, the ſun is gone 
jowyn on our ſeers, the crown' is fallen from our head, we roar 
ike bears. Lord ſave us from that, He thatmade them will 
not have mercy on them.“ The heart of the ſcribe meditates 
error. Oh, Madam, if the Lord would help to more ſelf- 
udging, and to make ſure an intereſt in Chriſt! Ah; we for- 
et eternity, and it approacheth quickly, Grace be with you. 
St. Andrews, Nov. 20. Tur Ladyſbip's at all obediener 


16. © inthe L 8. R. 
| ee debe eee ese Ges 8860 
67. To my Lady KENMUR R. 

& Madam, 48 


Am aſhamed of my long filence to your Ladyſhip. Your 


toſſings and wanderings are known to him, upon whom ye 
have been caſt from the breaſts, and who hath been your God 

7 

.Wofold. The temporal loſs of creatures, dear to you there, may 

er the more eaſily endured, that the gain of One, who only hath 

mortality, groweth. There is an univerſal complaint of dead- 


els of ſpirit on all that know God: he that writes to you, Ma- 
lam, is as deep in this as any, and is afraid of a ſtrong and hot 
battle, before time be at a cloſe; but no matter, if the Lord 
rown all with the victorious triumpbing of faith: God teach- 
th us by terrible things in righteouſneſs. We ſee many things, 
ut we obſerve nothing. Our drink is ſour, gray hairs are here 
ad there on us, and we change many Lords and Rulers; but 
de fame bondage of ſoul and body remains. We live little by 
ith, but much by ſenſe, according to the times, and by human 
plicy, The watchmen ſleep, and the people periſh for lack of 
mowledge. How can we be enlightened, when we turn our 
ack on the Sun? And muſt we not be withered when we leave 
de Fountain? It ſhould be my only defire to be a miniſter, gif- 
ed with the white ſtone, and the new name written on it. I 
en · N dge it were fit (now when tall profeſſors, and when many ſtars 


; 14 from heaven, and God poureth the iſle of Great Britain 
i om veſſel to veſſel, and yet we lit and are ſettled on our lies) 
no- conſider (as ſometimes I do: but, ah ! rarely) how irreco- 
10" able a wo, is it to be under a beguile in the matter of eter- 
oliehey: and what if I, who can have a ſubſcribed teſtimony of 
rul- any who ſhall ſtand at the right-hand of the Judge, thall mils 
s uF-rilt's approving teſtimony, and be ſet upon the left-hand a- 
rg the goats? there is ſuch a'beguite, Mat. vii. 22. Mat. 
iche 


XXV. 
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XXv. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Luke xiii. 25, 26. And it befalls many, 
and what if it befal me, who have but too much art to cozen 
my own ſoul and others, with the flouriſh of miniſterial or coun. 
try-holineſs. Dear Lady, I am afraid of prevailing ſecurity 
we watch little, (I have mainly relation to myſelf) we wreſtle 
little : I am like one travelling in the night, who ſees a ſpirit, 
and ſweats for fear, and dare not tell it to his fellow, for fear of 
increaſing his own fear; however, I am ſure, when the Ma. 
ter is nigh his coming, it were fafe to write over a double and 
a new copy of our accounts, of the fins of nature, childhood, 
youth, riper years, and old age. What if Chriſt have another 
written repreſentation of me, than I have of myſelf ? ſure his 
is right; and if it contradict my miſtaking and finfully erroneous 
account of myſelf, ah! where am I then ? But, Madam, |} dif. 
courage none; I know Chriſt hath made a new marriage-con- 
tract of love, and ſealed it with his blood, and the trembling 
believer ſhall not be confounded. Grace be with you. 
St. Andrews, May 26. : Yours at all obedience 
| 1659. | in Chrifl, 8. R. 
* * * * * R * X XK X k 4 XK K * X M X * # 
68. To my Lady KENMURE. | 
Madam, | | 


Should be glad that the Lord would be pleaſed to lengthen 
out more time to you, that ye might, before your eyes be 
ſhut, ſee more of the work of the right hand of the Lord, in 
reviving a new ſwooning and cruſhed land and church. Tho 
I was lately knocking at death's gate, yet could I not get in, but 
was ſent back for a time. It is well, if I could yet do any ſer- 
vice to him; but ah, what deadneſs lieth upon my ſpirit ! and 
deadneſs breedeth diſtance from God. Madam, theſe many 
years the Lord hath let you ſee a clear difference betwixt thoſe 
who ſerve God, and love his name, and thoſe who ſerve him 
not; and I judge ye look upon the way of Chriſt as the only 
beſt way, and that ye would not exchange Chriſt for the world's 
god, or their Mammon, and that ye can give Chriſt a teſtimo- 
ny of Chief among ten thouſand : true it is, that many of us 
have fallen from our firſt love; but Chriſt hath renewed his 
firſt love of our eſpouſals to himſelf, and multiplied the ſeekers 


of God, all the country over, even where Chriſt was ſcarce na- 


med, eaſt and weſt, ſouth and north, above the number that 
our fathers ever knew. But ah! Madam, what ſhall be done 
or ſaid of many fallen ſtars, and many near to God complying 
wofully, and ſailing to the neareſt ſhore ? Yea, and we are con- 
ſumed in the furnace, but not melted ; burnt, but not purged 
our droſs is not removed, but our ſcum remains in us; and in 
the furnace we fret, we faint, and (which is more ſtrange) ve 


{lumber : the fire burneth round about us, and we lay it not to 
heart; 
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beart; gray-hairs are upon us, and we know it not. It were 
bow a deſireable life to fend away our love to heaven; and well 
hecometh it us to wait on for the appointed change, yet ſo as we 
hould be meditating thus : is there a new world above the fun 
nd moon? and is there ſuch a bleſſed company harping and 
inging Hallelujahs to the Lamb up above? Why then are we 
aken with a vain life of ſighing and ſinning? Oh, where is our 
wiſdom, that we fit ſtill laughing, eating, fleeping priſoners, 
nd do not pack up alt our belt things for the journey, deſiring 
tlways to be clothed with our houſe from above, not made with 
hands ! Ah, we ſavour not the things that are above, nor do we 
ſmell of glory ere we come thither; but we tranſact and agree 
with time, for a new leaſe of clay-manfions : behold he cometh, 
ve ſleep, and turn all the work of duties into diſpute of events 
for deliverance z but the greateſt haſte to be humbled for a bro- 
ken and a buried covenant, is firſt and laſt forgotten: and all one 


grief is, the Lord lingers, enemies triumph, godly ones ſuffer, 


heiſts blaſpheme. Ah ! we pray not, but wonder that Chritt 
cometh not the higher way, by might, by power, by garments 
rolled in blood; what if he come the lower way? ſure we fin in 
putting the book in his hand, as if we could teach the Almighty 
knowledge; we make haſte, we believe not: let the only wife 
od alone, he' ſtirs well, he draws ſtraight lines, though we 
e think and ſay they are crooked : it is right that ſome ſhould die 
aich breaſts full, of milk; and yet we are angry that God 
lealeth To with them. O if I could adore him in his hidden 


his pavilion, and clouds are about his throne ! Madam, hoping, 


d believing, patient praying is our life; he loſes no time. The 
Y WM Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | pes, 

e S:. Andrews, Sept. 12. Yours at all obliged obſervance 

m 1659. | | in Chrift, 8. R. 
ZP eee 
59. To his reverend and dear brethren, Mr. GUTHRIE, 
- Aer. TRAIL, and the ref of their brethren impriſoned in 
as the Caſtle of Edinburgh. 

us Reverend, very dear, and now much honoured priſoners for Chriſt, 
rs Am, as to the point of light, at the utmoſt of perſuaſion in 
a- that kind, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt ye now ſuffer for, 
at Wind not mens intereſt: if it be for men, let us leave it; but if 
nc ne plead for God, our cn perſonal ſafety and man's deliver- 
ng gnce will not be peace. There is a ſalvation called the ſalvation 
n- 


at God, which is cleanly, purg, ſpiritnal, nnmixed, near to the 
holy word of God ; it is that which we would ſeek, even the fa- 
our of God that he bears to his people, not fimple gladnels, 
but the gladneſs and goodneſs of the Lord's choſen. And ſure 
ſchough I be the weakeſt of his witneſſes, and unworthy to be 
rt; H h h among 


ways, when there is darkneſs under his feet, and darkneſs in 


430 Mr. RUTH E RFO OR Dos Epiſt. 3ö. 
among the meaneſt of them, and I am afraid the cauſe be hurt 


(but it cannot be loſt) by my unbelieving faintneſs,) I ſhould 
not deſire a deliverance, ſeparated from the deliverance of the 


Lord's cauſe and people: it is enough to me to ſing, when Zi. 


on ſings; and to triumph, when Chriſt triumpheth : I ſhould 
judge it an unhappy joy, to rejoice when Zion ſigheth. Not 
one hoof will be your peace. If Chriſt doth own me, let me 
bz in the grave in. a bloody-winding-ſheet, and go from the 
ſcaffold in four quarters, to grave or no grave, I am his debitor, 
to ſeal with ſufferings this precious truth: but oh! when it 
comes to the puſh, I dare ſay nothing, conſidering my weakneſs, 
wickedneſs and faintneſs. But fear not ye, ye are not, ye ſhall 
not be alone, the Father is with you; it was not an unſeaſon- 
able, but a ſeaſonable and neceſſary duty we were about. Fear 
him who is ſovereign. Chriſt is captain of the caſtle and Lord 
of the keys. The cooling well ſpring and refreſhment from the 
promiſes, is more than the frownings of the furnace. I ſee 
. ſnares and temptations in capitulating, compoſing, ceding, min- 
cing with diſtindtions of circumſtances, formalities, compli- 
ments and extenuations in the caufe of Chriſt : a long ſpoon, 
the broth is hell's hot. Hold at a diſtance from carnal compoſi- 
tions, and much nearneſs to the Fountain, to the favour and 
retrething light from the Father of lights, ſpeaking in his ora- 
cles; this is found health and falvation. Angels, men, Zion's 
elders eye us; but what of all theſe ? Chriſt is by us, and looks 
on us, and writes up all. Let us pray more, and look leſs to 
men. Remember me to Mr. Scott, and all the reſt. Bleflings 
be upon the head of ſuch as are ſeparated from their brethren: 
Joſeph is a fruitful bough by a well. Grace be with you. 


St, Andrews, Your loving brother and companion in the 
1660. kingdom and patience of Feſus Chriſt, 8. R. 
——— Dy — —  *—\-—-- i—-- -  — —-------- --—--+£--+--- 


own things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : ye are 
vour alone, as a beacon on the top of a mountain; but faint 
not, Chriſt is a numerous multitude himſelf, yea, millions: 


though all the nations were conveened againſt him round about, | 


sat doubt not, but he will at laſt ariſe for the cry of the poor 


and needy. For me, I am now near to eternity, and for ten 


tnontand worlds I dare not adventure to paſs from the proteſta- 
tion againſt the corruptionz of the time, nor go alongſt with 
the thameleſs apoſtaſy of the many ſilent and dumb watchmen 
„ Scotland; but I think it my laſt duty, to enter a proteſtation 
H ven before the righteous Judge, againſt the practical and le- 


3 . beach of covenant, and all oaths impoſed on the coplcience 
of 
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of the Lord's people, and all popiſh, ſuperſtitious and idola” 
tous mandates of men. Know that the overthrow of the ſworn 
reformation, the introducing of Popery and the myſtery of iniqui- 
ty, is now ſet on foot in the three kingdoms; and whoſoever 
would keep their garments clean are under that command, 
Touch not, taſte not, handle not. The Lord calls you, dear 
brother, to be ſtill ſtedfaſt, unmoveable and abounding in the 
work of the Lord. Our royal kingly Maſter is upon his jour- 
ney, and will come and will not tarry; and bleſſed is the ſer- 
unt who ſhall be found watching when he cometh : fear not 
nen, for the. Lord is your light and ſalvation. It is true, it is 
ſomewhat ſad and comfortleſs that you are your alone; but fo 
t was with our precious Maſter ; nor are ye your alone, for the 
Father is with you. It is poſſible, I ſhall not be an eye-witneſs 
io it in the fleſn; but I believe he comes quickly, who will re- 
move our darkneſs, and will ſhine gloriouſly in the iſle of Bri- 
nin, as a crowned king, either in a formally {worn covenant, 
r in his own glorious way, which I leave to the determination 
of his infinite wiſdom and goodnefs: and this is the hope and 
confidence of a dying man, who is longing and fainting for the 
alvation of God. Beware of the enſnaring bonds and obligati- 


ons, by any hand-writ or otherways, to give unlimited obedi- 


ence to any authority, but only in the Lord; for all innocent 


ſelf-defence (which is according to the covenant, the word of 


God and the landable example of the reformed churches) is now 
ntended to be utterly ſubverted and condemned: and what is 
aken from Chriſt, as the flower of his prerogative royal, is now 
put upon the head of a mortal power, which muſt be that great 
voi of indignation, that provoketh the eyes of his glory. Dear 
Yother, let ns mind the rich promiles, that are made to thoije 
tat overcome, knowing that thoſe that endure to the end hall 
de ſaved. Thus recommending you to the rich grace of God, 
remain i, 9% 
Fr. Andrews, T our afef nate brother 
1601. 10 | in 'hrift, 8. R. 
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THIRD PA R T. 


bir r 


2 


Some more LETTERS of the fame Author, 
from Anwoth and Edinburgh, before his con- 
finement at Aberdeen; from Aberdeen during 
his Confinement ; and from S.. Andrews, Ke, 
after his Enlargement, 1 I 


1. For MARION nee | 


Well-beloved and dear fifter, 
M. love, in Chriſt, remembered. 1 have ſent to you your 
2 


daughter Griſſel, with Robert Gordon, who came to 
tch her: I am in good hopes, that the ſeed of God is in her, 
as in one born of God, and God's ſeed will come to God's bar- 
veſt. Ihave her promiſe, ſhe ſhall be Chriſt's, for I have told 
her ſhe may promiſe much in his worthy name; for he becomes 
caution to his Father far all ſuch as reſolve and promiſe to ſerve 
him, I will remember her to God. I truſt you will acquaint 
her with good company, and be diligent to know with whom 
ihe loveth to haunt. Remember Zion, and our necefſities., [ 
bleſs your daughter from our Lord, and pray the Lord to give 
ou joy and comfort of her. Remember my love to your huſ- 
and, to William and to Samuel your ſons. The Lord Jeſus 
he w ith your {pir:t. 
Auwoth, June 6. Yours at all power in the Lord 
1624s Ne, 8. "ms 


2. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Loving and dear fifter, mY | 

F ever you would pleaſurs me, intteat the Lord for me, now 
when 1 am fo comfortleſs, and ſo full of heavineſs, that 1 

im not able to ſtand under the burden any longer. The Al- 
nighty hath doubled bis ſtripes r me; for my wife is ſo ſore 
ormented night and day, that I have wondered why the Lord 
arrieth ſo long; my life is bitter unto me, and I fear the Lord 
te my contrair party, It is (I know by experience) hard to 
keep fight of God in a ſtorm, eſpecially when he hides himſelf 
for the trial of his children, If he would be pleaſed to remove 
lis hand, I have a purpoſe to ſeek him more than I have done: 
happy are they that can win away with their ſoul; I am afraid 
of his judgments. I bleſs my God, that there is a death and a 
heaven; I would weary to begin again to be a Chriſtian, ſo bit- 
tr is it to drink of the cup that Chriſt drank of, if I knew not 
hat there is no poiſon in it. God give us not of it while we 
wmit again, for we have ſick ſouls when God's phyſic works 
dot. Pray that God would not lead my wife into temptation. 
Wo is my heart that I have done ſo little againſt the kingdom 
if Sata in my calling; for he would fain attempt to make me 
laſpheme God to his face: I believe, in the ſtrength of him 
rho hath put me in his work, he ſhall fail in that which he 
ſeks; I have comfort ia this, that my Captain Chriſt hath ſaid, 
[muſt fight and qvercome the world, John xvi. 33. and with a 
reak ſpoiled weaponleſs devil, John xiv. 30. Theprince of this 
wrld cometh and hath nothing in me. Deſire Mr. Robert to re- 
nember me, if he love me. Grace, grace be with you, and all 
jours z remember Zion. There is a letter procured from the 
ting by Mr. John Maxwell, to urge conformity, to give the 
communion at Chriſtmaſs in Edinburgh. Hold faſt that which 


toe have, that no man take the grown from you; the Lord Je- 
er. Wi be with your ſpirit. 
» 
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ar- Anwoth, Nov. 17. Yours in the Lord, S. R. 
1d 1629. | | 
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ve 3. Fer MARION MACENAUGHT. 


int i Well-beloved and dear ter, 


V love, in the Lord Jeſus, remembered: I underſtand 
| that you are ſtill under the Lord's viſitation, in your for- 
ner buſineſs with, your enemies, which is God's dealing : for, 
ul- il he take his children out of the furnace, that knoweth how 


bod's higheſt and fulleſt tide, that the ſea of trouble is gone 
8 wer the fouls of his children, then comes the gracious long- 


To ; hoped 


ng they ſhould be tried, there is no deliverance ; but after 


bdles ſhall be diſperſed as the morning cloud, and God ſhall 


to their own proceſs, and doing nothing all their life, but gs. 


ob oder — —— — a 
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434 Mr. RU THERFO OR D', Epiſt.; 
hoped for ebbing, and drying up of the waters. Dear ſiſter 
do not faint ; the wicked may hold the bitter cup to your bead. 
but God mixeth it, and there is no poiſon in it; they ſtrikt. 
but God moves the rod; Shimei curſeth, but it is becauſe the 
Lord bids him. I tell you, and I have it from him before 
whom I ſtand for God's people, there is a decree given out, in 
the great court of the higheſt heavens, that your preſent troy. 


bring forth your righteouſneſs as the light at noon-tide of the 
day: let me entreat you, in Chriſt's name, to keep a good con. 
ſcience in your proceedings in that matter, and beware of your. 
ſelf; . yourſelf is a more dangerous enemy than I, or any with. 
out ycu; innocence, and an upright cauſe, is a good advocate 
before God, and ſhall plead for you, and win your cauſe ; and 
count much of your Maſter's approbation, and his ſmiling : h 
is now as the king that is gone to a far country; God ſeems to 
be from home, (if I may ſay ſo) yet he ſees the ill ſervants, 
who ſay, Our Maſter deferreth his coming, and ſo ſtrike their 
fellow-ſervants : but patience, my beloved, Chriſt the King is 
coming home, the evening is at hand, and he will atk an ac- 
count of his ſervants ; make a fair clear count to him: fo car. 
ry yourſelf as at night you may fay, Maſter, I have wronged 
none: behold, you have your own with advantage. O! you 
ſoul then will eſteem much of one of God's kiſſes and embraces 
ments, in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, The wicked, 
howbeit they be caſting many evil thoughts, bitter words, and 
ſinful deeds behind their back, vet they are, in ſo doing, clerks 


thering dittays againſt themſelves; for God is angry at the 
wicked every day; and I hope your preſent proceſs ſhall bt 
ſighted one day by him who knoweth your juſt cauſe ; and the 
bloody tongues, crafty foxes, double ingrained hypocrites, 
ſhall appear as they are before his Majeſty, when he ſhall take 
the maik off their faces: and O thrice happy fhall your ſoul be 
then, when God finds you covered with nothing but the white 
robe of the ſaints innocence, and the righteouſneſs of Jely! 
Chriſt, You have been of late in the King's wine cellar, where 
you were welcomed by the Lord of the inns, upon a conditio 
that you would walk in love; put on love, and brotherly kind 
neſs, and long-ſuffering z wait as long upon the favour and turn 
ed hearts of your enemies, as your Chriſt waited upon you 
and as dear Jeſus ſtood at your foul's door with dewy and rainy 
locks, the long cold night: be angry, but fin not; 1 perſuadai 
myſelf, that holy unction within you, which teacheth you al 
things, is alſo ſaying, Overcome evil with good. If that ha 
not ſpoken in your ſoul, at the tears of your aged paſtor, J 
wauld wor Rave agreed, and forgiven his fooliſh fon who Wrong 


PL 


d you: but my Maſter bade me tell you, God's bleſſing ſhall 
e upon you for it: and from him I ſay, Grace, grace, grace, 
0d thi I Ra peace be upon you: it is my prayer for you, 
bat your carriage may grace and adorn the goſpel of that Lord 
cho hath graced you. I hear your huſband allo was fick, but 
ſheſeech you in the bowels of Jeſus, welcome every rod of God 
fr find not, in the whole book of God, a greater note of the 
child of God, than to fall down and kiſs the feet of an angry 
God : and when he ſeems to put you away from him, and looſe 
jour hands that gripe him, to look up in faith, and ſay, I ſhall 
dot, I will not be put away from thee: howbeit thy Majeſty 
draw to free thyſelf of me, yet Lord give me leave to hold and 
deave unto thyſelf, L will pray that your huſband may return 
n peace; your decreet comes from heaven, look up thither ; 
or many (fays Solomon) ſeek the face of the ruler, but every 
nan's judgment cometh of the Lord: and be glad that it is fo, 
or Chriſt is the clerk of your proceſs, and will ſee that all go 


of mine are wronged ;z for my blood, Father, give them juſtice. 


aſter of requeſts, preſents our bills of complaint to the great 
Jed juſtice ? Yea, I believe it, fince he is our Advocate, and 
Daniel calls him the Spokeſman, whoſe hand prefents all to the 
Father. For other buſinefles, I ſay nothing, while the Lord 
re me to ſee your face. I am credibly informed, that multi- 
h des of England; and eſpecially worthy preachers, and flenced 
ſreachers of London, are gone to New-England 3 and I know 
me learned ho'y preacher, who hath written againſt the Armi- 
mans, who is gone thither. Our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, who can- 
tt get leave to fleep with his ſpouſe in this land, is going to 
kek an inns where he will be better entertained 5 aud what 
marvel ? Wearied Jefus, after he had travelled from Geneva, 
he miniſtry of worthy Mr. Knox, and was laid down in his 
bed, and reformation begun, and the curtains drawn, he had 
Mot gotten bis dear eyes well together, when irreverent Biſhops 
me in, and with the din and noiſe of ceremonies, holy-days, 
nd other Romiſh cqrruptions, they awake our Beloved ; others 
me to his bed-ſide,'and drew the curtains, and put hands on 
ſervants, baniſhed, deprived and confined them; and for the 
bit, they got a ſtool and a cold fire in Blackneſs ; and the 


\n MW Þility drew the covering off him, and have made him a poor 


int ked Chriſt, in ſpoiling his ſervants of the tithes and kirk- 
ents; and now there is ſuch a naiſe of crying fins in the land, 
a the want of the knowledge of God, of mercy and truth; 
lch ſwearing, whoring, lying and blood touching blood, that 
hriſt is putting on his c'othes, and making him, like an ill 
0M ndled ſtranger, to ga to other lands. Pray him, dear ſiſter, 
2 . to 


icht; and I perſuade myſelf, he is ſaying, Yonder ſervants 


Think you not, dear ſiſter, but our High Prieft, our Jeſus, the 


40 Mr. RUTHERFOOQR D's ift. 4 
to ly down again with his beloved. Remember my deareſt low 
to John Gordon, to whom Iwill write when I am ſtrong; and 
to John Brown, Griflel, Samuel and William; grace upon 
them. As you love Chriſt, keep Chriſt's favour, and put ng 
upon him when he fleeps, to awake him before he pleaſe. The 

Lord Jefus be with your ſpirit. | a Full: 
Amwoth, July 21. 1630 © Your brother 
in Chriſt, S. R 

4. For MARION MACKNAUGH T. 

Mell. belaved ſiſler, | | . 
Have been thinking, ſince my departure from you, of the 
pride and malice of your adverſaries, and ye may not (finc: 

ye have heard the book of the Pſalms ſo often) take hardly 
with this z for David's enemies ſnuffed at him, and through 
the pride of their hearts ſaid, © The Lord will not require it, 
Pſalm x. 13. I beſeech you therefore, in the bowels of Chriſt, 
ſet before your eyes the patience of your Fore-runner Jeſus, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, 
he threatened not, but committed himſelf to him who judgeth 
righteouſly, 1 Pet. it. 23. And ſince our Lord and Redeemer 
with patience received many a black ſtroke on his glorious body, 
and many a buffet of the unbelieving world, and ſays of himſelf, 
Iſa. I. 6. © I gave my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting.” Follow him, and think not hard chat you receive 
a blow with your Lord ; take part with Jeſus of his ſufferings, 
and glory in the marks of Chriſt. If. this ſtorm were over, you 
muſt prepare yourſelf for a new wound; for, five thouſand 
years ago, our Lord proclaimed deadly war betwixt the Seed o 
the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent ; and;marvel not that 
one town cannot keep the children of God, and the children 
of the devil; for one belly could not keep, Jacob and Eſau : one 
houſe could not keep peaceably together Iſaac the ſon of the 
promiſe, and Iſhmael the ſon of the hand-maid. Be you upon 
Chriſt's fide of it, and care not what fleſ can do; hold your- 
ſelf faſt by your Saviour, howbeit you be buffeted, and thoſe 
that follow him; yet a little while and the wicked fhall not be: 
ſee 2 Cor. iv. g. We are troubled on every ſide, yet not diſ- 
treſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair.” verſe 9. Per. 
ſecuted, bat not forſaken ; caſt down, but not deſtroyed.” If 
you can poſſeſs your ſoul in patience, their day is coming. Wor- 
thy and dear ſiſter, know to carry yourſelt in trouble; and 
when ye are hated and reproached, the Lord ſhews' it to you, 
Pſalm xliv. 17. © All this is come upon us, yet have we not for- 
gotten thee, neither have we dealt falſly in thy covenant.” Pla!. 
cxix. 


nix. 92. * Unleſs thy lam had been my delight, Thad periſhed 
mine afflictions.“ Keep God's covenant in your trials ; hold 


ng, envying, fretting ; forgive an hundred pence to your fel- 
by ſervant, becauſe your Lord hath forgiven you ten thouſand 
wlents : for, I aſſure you by the Lord, your adverſaries ſhall 
t no advantage againſt you, except you ſin, and .offend your 
xd in your ſufferings; but the way. to overcome, is by pati- 
ce, forgiving, and praying for your l enemies, in doing where 
vou heap coals npon their heads, ant your Lord ſhall open 
door to you in your trouble: wait upon him, as the night- watch 
ziteth for the morning; he will not tarry, go up to your watch- 


hen the ſea is full, it will ebb again; and ſo ſoon as the wicked 
re come to the top of their pride, and are waxed high and migh- 
then is their change approaching; they that believe wait on: 
mke not haſte. Remember Zion, forget her not; for her e- 
mies are many, for the nations are gathered together againſt 
ber: But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither 
nderſtand they his counſel; for he ſhall, gather them as the 
heaves into the floor: ariſe and threſh, O daughter of Zion, 
Micah iv. 12, 13. (Behold, God hath gathered his enemies to- 


heſe promiſes. Now again I truſt in our Lord, you ſhall by 
ith fuſtain yourſelf and comfort yourſelf in your Lord, and be 
trong in his power; for you are in the beaten and common 
ry to heaven, when you are under our Lord's croſſes; you 
ure reaſon to rejoice in it, more than in a crown of gold, and 
ice and be glad to bear the reproaches of Chriſt. U reſt, re- 


—_ you and yours, - for ever, to the grace and mercy 
Cod. 


fnwoth, Feb. 11. Yours in Chi iſt, 
1 2 k . 
1631. 8. N. 
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5. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Mell. beloved in the Lord, 

OU are not unacquainted with the day of our communion : 
I intreat therefore the aid of your prayers. for that great 

ok, which is one of our feaſt-days, wherein our Well beloved 

flus rejoiceth, and is merry with, bis friends: good canſe have 


[EW to wonder at his love, fince the day of his death was ſuch a 
r- Niro tai day to him, even the day when his mother the kirk 
dWovncd him with thorns, and he bad many againſt him, and 


mrezred his alone in the field againſt them all; yet he de- 


thts with us to remember that day: let us love 'him, and be 
EY) glad 


ſyiſt. 5. LETTERS. * a 


ou by h is bleſſed word, and ſin: not; flee anger, wrath, grudg- 


mer, and come not down, but by prayer, and faith, and hopee 


ether as {ſheaves to the thrething ; let us ſtay and reſt upon 
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ta ly down again with his beloved. Remember my denreſt tow 
to Gordon, to whom I will write when I am ſtrong g and 
to John Brown, Griſſel, Samuel and William 3 grace” up 
them. As you love Chriſt, keep Chriſt's favour, and put not 
upon him when he fleeps, to awake him before he pleaſe. 'Thy 
Lord Jefus be with your ſpirit. Wnt. 2 DYE R-3 CATE 
 Anweth, July 21. 16360. Par broth 
I «od in Chrift, SR 
r 5 BS > DOD 6, 
4. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Well-belaved fler, | N 
Have been thinking, ſince my departure from you, of tl 
pride and malice of your adverſaries, and ye may not (ſince 
ye have heard the book of the Pſalms ſo often) take hardly 
with this 3 for David's enemies ſnuffed at him, and through 
the pride of their hearts ſaid, * The Lord will not require it, 
Pſalm x. 13. - Ibeſeech you therefore, in the bowels of Chriſt, 
ſet before your eyes the patience of your Fore-runner Jeſus, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, 
he threatened not, but committed himſelf to him who judgeth 


righteouſly, 1 Pet. ii. 23. And fince our Lord and Redeemer 
with patience received ma 


**2, 


a black ſtroke on his glorious body, 
and many a buffet of the unbelisving world, and ſays of himſelf, 
Iſa. I. 6. I gave my back. to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting.” Follow him, and think not hard that you receive 
a blow with your Lord; take part with Jeſus of his ſufferings, 
and glory in the marks of Chriſt. If, this ſtorm were over, vou 
muſt prepare yourſelf for a new wound; for, five thouſand 
years ago, our Lord proclaimed deadly war betwixt the Sced o 
the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent ; and;maxxel not that 
one _ py nn keep the children of God, and the children 
of the devil; for one belly could not keep, Jacob and Eſau 3,006 
houſe could not keep peaceably. 07 2 1 e ben of the 
promiſe, and Iſhmael the fon of the hand-maid. Be you upon 
Chriſt's fide of it, and care not what fleſh can do; hold | ur- 
ſelf faſt by your Saviour, howbeit you be buffeted, and thoſe 
that follow him; yet a little while. and the wicked fhall not bez 
ſee 2 Cor. iv. 8. We are troubled on every ſide, yet not dif- 
treſſed z we are perplexed; but not in deſpair.“ verſe 9. Per. 
ſecuted, bat not forſaxen; caſt down, but not deſtroyed.“ If 
you can poſſeſs your ſoul in patꝛence, their day is coming. Wor. 
thy and dear ſiſter, know to carry yourſelt in trouble z and 
when ye are hated and reproached, the Lord ſtiews it to you, 
Pſalm xliv. 17. * All this is come upon us, yet have we not for- 
gotten thee, neither have we dealt falſly in thy covenant.” Plal. 

Ccxix. 


hilt. 5. L ETTZE AS. FE 
x. 92. Unleſs thy las had been my delight,-Ehad'periſhed 
mine afflictions. Keep God's covenant in your trials; hold 
u by his blefled word, and ſin: not flee anger, wrath, grudg- 
g, envying, fretting ; forgive an hundred pence to your fel- 
bw ſervant, becauſe your Lord hath forgiven you ten thouſand 
dents : for, 1 afſure you by the Lord, your adverſaries ſhall 
rt no advantage againſt you, except you ſin, aud offend your 
xd in your ſufferings z but the way. to overcome, is by pati- 
ice, forgiving, and praying — —ͤ—ͤp in doing where 
{you heap coals npon their heads, anil your Lord ſhall open 
door to you in your trouble: wait upon him, as the night- watch 
iteth for the morning; he will not tarry, go up to your watch- 
wer, and come not down, but by prayer, and faith, and hopes 
hen the ſea is full, it will ebb again; and ſo ſoon as the wicked 
re come to the top of the ir pride, and are waxed high. and migh- 
then is their change approaching; they that believe wait on: 
ute not haſte. Remember Zion, forget her not; for her e- 
mies are many, for the nations are gathered together againſt 
ber: But they know not the thoughts of tbe Lord, neither 
nderſtand they his counſel; for he ſhall, gather them as the 
heaves into the floor: ariſe and threſh; O daughter of Zion, 
cah iv. 12, 13. Behold, God hath gathered bis enemies to- 
ether as ſheaves to the thrething ; let us ſtay and, reſt upon 
eſe promiſes. Now again I truſt in our Lord, you ſhall by 
ith ſuſtain yourſelf and comfort yourſelf i in your Lord, and be 
hong in his power; for you are in the beaten and common 
to heaven, when you are” under our Lord's croffes ; you 
ure reaſon to rejoice in it, more than in a crown of gold, and 
toice and be glad to bear the reproaches of Chriſt. LI reſt, re- 
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ndWonmending you and Fung, <2 for ever, to the grace and mercy 
ol God. | 

at 4nword, Feb. 11. . Y Ours , in Chit 4 
en | 1631. 5 | £4 8. R. 
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* -= 1/0. Ne in the Lord, | 
eO are not unacquainted with the day. of 01 our communion. : 
e: 1| intreat therefore the aid of your prayers. for that great 
ifs Work, which is one of our feaſt-days, wherein our Well beloved 
Flas rejoigeth, and is merry with, his friends: good canſe have 
t to wonder at his love, ſince the day of his death was ſuch a 
row ful day to him, even the day when his mother the kirk 
owned him with thorns, and he bad many againſt him, and 
mpeared his alone in the field againſt them all; ; yet be de- 


r= Iehts with us to remember that day: let us love him, and be 
al. Lui glad 


— == 
—_ = > A 2 
- > . —— — = — I s 
— y , 
— = Ja Ls —_- _ r —— 
: 3 ; - 2 — 
— — —ê — ed — 
0 * - — — = - _ - _ — — 


— _ —— 
— 5 
— = — 3 
2 16-4 — > _ — - — 


3 


* r 


— 


225 Mr. RUTHERFOORDs Fg. „ 


glad and rejoice in his ſalvation. IL am confident that you ſq 
ſee the Son of God that day, and I dare in his name invite yg 
to his banquet : many a time you have been well entertained ; 
his houſe, and he charges not upon his friends, nor chide 
them for too great kindneſs ; yet I ſpeak not this to make 50 
leave off to pray for me, who have nothing of myſelf, but inf 
far as daily I receive from him, who is made of his Father 
running- over fountain, at which I and others may come vit 
thirſty fouls, and fill our veſſels: long hath this Well been ſtand 
ing open to us; Lord Jeſus, lock it not up again upon us, 
am ſorry for our deſolate kirk; yet I dare not but truſt, fo lon 
as there be any of God's loſt money here, he ſhall not blowoy 
the candle. Lord make fair candleſticks in bis houſe, and re 
move the blind lights. I have been this time bypaſt thinkin 
much of the incoming of the kirk of the Jews; pray for them 
when they were in their Lord's houſe, at their Father's elboy 
they were longing for the incoming of their little ſiſter, th 
kirk of the Gentiles. They ſaid to their Lord, Cant. viii. 8 
© We have a little ſiſter, and ſhe hath no breaſts ; what hal 
we do for our ſiſter, in the day when ſhe is ſpoken for? Let u 
give them a meeting, What fhall we do for our elder ſiſter th 
Jews? Lord Jeſus give them breaſts. That were a glad da 
to ſee us and them both ſet down at one table, and Chriſt : 
the head of the table. Then would our Lord come ſhort 
with his fair guard, to hold his great court. Dear fiſter, 5 
patient for the Lord's ſake, under the wrongs that you ſuffe 
cf the wicked: your Lord ſhall make you ſee your defire o 
your enemies; ſome of them ſhall be cut off, Job xv. verſe 33 
They ſhall ſhake off their unripe grapes as the vine, and cat 
off their flower as the olive: God thall make them like unt 
ſour grapes, ſhaken off the tree with the blaſt of God's wrath 
and therefore pity them, and pray for them : others of the 
muſt remain to exerciſe you; God hath ſaid of them, Lett 
tares grow. up while harveſt, Mat. xiii. It proves you to | 
your Lord's wheat. Be patient, Chriſt went to heaven wil 
many a wrong; his vifage and countenance was all marred mo! 
than the ſons of men; you may not be above your Maſter 
many a black ſtroke received innocent Jeſus, and he receive 
no mends, but referred them all to the great court-day, whe 
all things ſhall be righted. I deſire to hear from you, with! 
a day or two, if Mr. Robert remain in his purpoſe, to come an 
h:1p us. God ſhall give you joy of your children. I pray f 
then by their names; I bleſs you from the Lord, your Þv' 
band and children. Grace, grace and mercy be multiplied u 
On vou. | 

Amo, May 7. Yours in the Lord 
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6. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Mell. beloved ler, | * e 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. I 8 received a letter 
from Edinburgh, certainly informing me, that the Eng- 
ſin ſer vice, and the organs, and King James's Pſalms are to 
e impoſed upon our kirk, and the Biſhops are dealing for a 
General Aſſembly; A. R. hath confirmed the news alſo, and 
lays, he ſpoke with Sir William Alexander, who is to come 
down with his prince's warrant for that effect. I am defired in 
the received letter to acquaint the beſt affected about me with 
that ſtorm; therefore I intreat you, and charge you in the 
Lord's name, pray; but do not communicate this to any while I 
ke you. My heart is broken at the remembrance of it, and it 
vas my fear, and anſwereth to my laſt letter, except one, that 
[wrote unto you. Dearly beloved, be not caſten down, but 
lt us, as the Lord's doves, take us to our wings, for other ar- 
mour hats we none, and flee into the hole of the Rock. It is 
true, A. R. ſays, the worthieſt men in England are baniſhed 
and filenced, about the number of ſixteen or ſeventeen choice 
goſpel preachers, and the perſecution is already begun: how- 
beit I do uot write this unto you with a dry face, yet I am con- 
ident in the Lord's. ſtrength. Chriſt and his fide. ſhall over- 
come; and you ſhall he aſſured, the kirk were not a kirk, it it 
were not ſo: as our dear Huſband in wooing his kirk received 
many a black ſtroke, ſo his bride in wooing him gets many blows, 
and in this wooing there are ſtrokes upon both fades ; let it be 
o the devil will not make the marriage go back, neither can 
be tear the contract; the end ſhall be mercy: yet, notwithſtand- | 
yg of all this, we have no warrant of God to leave off all law- 
ful means. I have been writing unto you the counſels and 
draughts of men againſt the kirk; but they know not, as Mi- 
ah lays, the counſel of Jehovah. The great men of the world 
may make ready the fiery furnace for Zion: but trow ye, that 
they can cauſe the. fire to burn? No, he that made the fire, I 
uuſt, ſhall not ſay Amen to their decrects. I truſt in my Lord, 
Ml God hath not ſubſcribed their bill, and their concluſions bave 
not yet paſt our great King's ſeal : therefore, if ye think good, 
e addreſs youhſelf firſt to the Lord, and then to A. R. anent 
"i the buſineſs that you know. I am moſt unkindly handled by 
0 the preſbytery ; and, as if I had been a ſtranger, and not a mem- 
der of that ſeat, to kit in judgment with them, I was fummon- 
"WF ed, by their order, as a witneſs againſt B. A. but they have got 
uo advantage in that matter. Other particulars you ſhall hear, 
God willing, at meeting. Anent the matters betwixt you and 
J. E. I remember it to God : I intreat you in the Lord be ſub- 
wire to his will z for the higher that their pride mount up, 
1112 this 
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they are the. nearer a fall: the Lord will mere and mort be 
diſcover that man. Let your huſband, in all matters af hc 
judgment, take Chriſt's part for the defence of the poor am bi 
needy and oppreſſed, for the maintnance of equity and juftire 
in the town; and take yo ng fear, he ſhall take your 
and then you are ſtrong enough; What? howbeit you receive 
indignities for your Lord's fake; let it be ſo: when he ſhal 
put his holy hand up to your face in heaven, and dry your face, 
and wipe the tears from your eyes, judge ye, if ye will not have 
cauſe then to rejoice; | Anent other particulars, if you would 
ſpeak with me, appoint any of the firſt three days of the next 
week in Carletoun, when Carletoun is at home, and acquaint 
me with your deſires ; and remember me to God, and my dear. 
eſt affection to your huſband, and for Zion's ſake hold not your 
peace. 'The Grace of 'our Lord Jeſus be with | you, and your 
buſband, and children, 2 
Anbeth, Fan. 2. | Yours in the 
rod. Lord, 8. R. 
S . e e =D Deere 
7. To MARION MACKNAUGHI. 
Dear miſtreſs, | LATELY 
Have not time this day to write to you; but God knowing 
my preſent ſtate, and neceflities of my calling, I hope wil 
ipare my mother's life for a time, for the which I have cauſe 
to thank my Lord. I intreat you be not caſt down, for that 
which I wrote before to you, anent the planting of a miniſter in 
your town. Believe, and you ſhall fee the ſalvation of God, | 
write this, becauſe when you ſuffer, my heart ſuffereth with 
you. 1 do believe, your foul ſhall have joy in your labours 
and holy defires for that work, Grace upon you, and your 
huſband, and your chilgren. | | | 
AnWiuhs 2 ours ever in 
Chriſt, S. R 
8. Toe MARION MACKNAUGHT, 
Baloved miſtreſs, n 19315 
deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: know that 
Mr. Abraham ſhewed me, there is to be a meeting of 
rhe Biſhops at Edinburgh ſhortly; the cauſes are known to 
themſelves : it is our part to hold up our hands for Zion. How- 
beit it is reported they came ſad from court. It is our Lords 
wiſdom that his kirk ſhould ever hang by a thread, and yet the 
thre:d breaketh not, being hanged upon him, who is the ſure 
nail in David's houſe, Iſa. xxii. 22. npon whom all the veſſels, 
great and ſmall, do hang; and the Nail (God be thanked) nei- 
ter crooketh, nor can he broken: Jeſus, that flower of Jeſſe, 
1. v.ithout hands, getteth many a blaſt; and vet cs _ 
| ecauſe 
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decauſe he is his Father's noble Roſe, caſting a ſweet ſmell thro 
heaven and earth, aud muſt grow ; and in the fame garden with 
bim grow the ſaints; God's fair and beautiful lilies, under wind 
nd rain, and all ſun- burned, and yet life remaineth at the root: 
keep within his garden, and you ſhall grow with them, till the 
great Huſbandman, our dear Maſter- gardener come, and tran- 
plant yau from the lower part of his vineyard up to the higher, 
to the very heart of his gargen, above the wrongs of the rain, 
ſun, or wind: and then wait upon the times of the blowing of 
the ſweet ſouth and north wind of his gracious Spirit, may make 
you caſt a ſweet ſmell in your Beloved's noſtrils; and bid your 
Beloyed come down to his garden and eat of his pleaſant fruits, 
Cant. iv. 16. and he will come, You will get no more but this, 
until you come up to the Well-head, - where you ſhall put up 
your hand, and take down the apples of the Tree of life, and 
eat under the ſhadow of that Tree; theſe apples are ſweeter up 
beſide the Tree, than they are down here, in this piece of a 
cay priſon-houſe, I have no joy but in the thoughts of theſe 
times. Doubt not of jour Lord's part, and the ſpouſc's part, 
ſhe ſhall be in good cafe. That word ſhall ſtand, Hoſ. xiv. 5. 
I ſhall be as the dew to Iſrael, he ball grow up as the lily, and cg 


ct his roots as Lebanon. Ver. 6. His. branches Hall ſpread, his 
in beauty ſball be as the olive-tree, and his fmell as Lebanon, Iſa. xi. 
e. Chriſt ſhall ſet up his colours, and his enſign for the na- 


tions, and ſhall gather together the outcaſts of Iſrael, Ezek. 
in I xxxvii. 11, Then the Lord ſaid to nie, Son of man, theſe dead bones 

LY ore the whole houſe of Iſrael ; behold they ſay, our bones are dried, 
th Wil cur hope is loft, wwe are cut off for our parts, Ver. 12. Thene- 
rs Wl fore propheſy unto them, and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord Ged, 
ur BY Zehoid, O my people, I will open your graves, and cauſe ven come 
up cut of your graves, and bring you unto the land of: Ijrae!. 
| Theſe promiſes are not wind, but the breafts of our be- 
R. loved Chriſt, which we muſt ſuck, and draw comfort out of. 
We have cauſe to pity thoſe poor creatures, that ſtand out 
againſt Chriſt, and the building of his houſe; filly men, 
they have but feckleſs and filly heaven, nothing but - meat 
and cloth, and laugh a day or two in the world, and then in a 
of W moment go down to the grave. And they ſhall not be able to 
to hinder Chriſt's building; he that is Mafter of the work will lead 
tones to the wall over their belly, And for that preſent tumult, 
ds that the children of this world raiſe, anent the planting of your 
the W town with a paſtor, belleve and ſtay upon God (as you ſtill ſhame 
ure WF us all in believing) ga forward in the ſtrength of the Lord; 

„and from my Lord 1 ſay, before whom I ſtand, have your eyes 
nel: upon none but the Lord of armies ; and the Lord ſhall either 
le, let you ſee what you long to ſee, or then fulfil. your jay more a- 
bundantly another way, You and yours, and the children of 
God 
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God whom ye care for in that town, ſhall have as much of the 
Son of God's ſupper, cut and laid down upon your trenchers' 
be he who he will that carveth, as ſhall feed you to eternal life: 
and be not caſt down for all that is done, your reward is laid u 
with God. I hope to- ſee you laugh and leap for joy. Will the 
temple be built without din and tumult ? No, God's ſtones of his 
houſe in Germany are laid with blood ; and the Son of God no 
ſooner begins to chop and hew ſtones with his hammer, but as 
Toon the ſword is drawn. If the work were of men, the world 
would ſet their ſhoulders to yours; but in Chriſt's work, two 
or three muſt fight againſt a preſbytery (though his own court) 
and acity : this proveth that it is Chriſt's errand, and therefore 
that it ſhall thrive ; let them ay iron chains croſs over the door, 
ſtay and believe, and wait, while the Lion of the tribe of Judah 
come; and he that comes from heaven clothed with the rain. 
bow, and hath the little book in his hand, when he takes a grip 
of their chains, he will lay the door upon the broad ſide, and come 
in, and go up to the pulpit, and take the man with him whom 
he hath choſen for his work: therefore let me hear from you, 
whether ye be in heavineſs, or rejoicing under hope, that I may 
take part of your grief, and bear it with you, and get part of 
your joy, which is to me alſo as my. own joy. And as to what 
are your fears, anent the health or life of your dear children, 
lay it upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, let him bear all; looſe your grips 
of them all, aud when your dear Lord pulleth, let them go 
with faith and joy: it is a tried faith, to kiſs a Lord that is ta- 
king from you. Let them be careful, during the ſhort time 
that they are here, to run and get a grip of the prize; Chrill is 
ſtanding in the end of their way, holding up the parland of end- 
leſs glory to their eyes, and is crying, Run faſt, and come and 
receive: happy are they, if their breath ſerve them to run, and 
not to weary, while their Lord with his own dear hand puts the 
crown upon their head. It is not long days, but good days, 
that make the life glorious and happy; and our dear I.ord is 
gracious to us, who ſhorteneth, and hath made the way to glo- 
ry ſhorter than it was; ſo that the crown that Noah did fight | 
for five hundred years, children may now obtain in fifteen years. | 
And heaven is in ſome ſort better for us now, than it was.to 
Noah: for the man Chriſt is there now, who was not come in 
the fleſh in Noah's days. You will ſhew this to your children, 
whom my ſoul in Chriit bleſſeth; and intreat them by the mer- 
cies of God, and the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to covenant with 
Jeſus Chriſt to be his, and to make up the bond of friendſhip 
betwixt their fouls and their Chriſt, that they may have ac- 
naintance in heaven, and a friend at God's right-hand ; ſuch 
a friend at court is much worth. Now take my leave of you, 
praying my Christ, and your Cbriſt, to fulfil your joy, and 
more 
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more graces and bleſſings from our ſweet Lord Jeſus to your 


ſoul, your huſband's, and children, than ever I wrote of letters 
of A, B, C, to you. Grace, grace be with you. | 


Anwoth, March g. Yours in my ſweet Maſter 
1632. Jeſus Chriſt, S. R. 
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9. Fer MARION MACEKNAUGHT. 
Dearly beloved Mygfreſs, | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. You are not ignorant what 
our Lord in his love viſitation hath been doing with your 
ſoul, even letting you ſee a little fight of that dark trance you 


muſt go through ere you come to glory. Your life hath been 
near the grave, and you was at the door, and you found the 


door ſhut faſt z your dear Chriſt thinking it not time to open 


theſe gates to you, while you have fought ſome longer in his 


camp: and therefore he willeth you to put on your armour a- 
gain, and to take no truce with the devil, or this preſent world; 
ye are little obliged to any of the two: but I rejoice in this, 


that when any of the two comes to ſuit your ſoul in marriage, 
you have an anſwer in readineſs to tell them, You are too long 
a coming: I have many a year ſince promiſed my ſoul to ano- 
ther, even to my deareſt Lord Jeſus, to whom I muſt be true; 
and therefore you are come back to us again to help us to pray 
for Chriſt's fair bride, a marrow dear to him, Be not caſt down 
in heart, to hear that the world barketh at Chriſt's ſtrangers, 
both in Ireland and in this land; they do it becauſe their Lord 
hath choſen them out of this world; and this is one of our Lord's 
reproaches, to be hated and ill intreated by men : the ſilly ſtran- 
ger in an uncouth country muſt take with ſmoky inns, and 
coarſe: cheer, and a hard bed, and a barking ill- tongued hoft. 
It is not long to day, and he will to his journey upon the mor- 
row, and leave them all: indeed our fair morning is at hand, 
the day-ſtar is near the riſing, and we are not many miles from 
home; what matter of ill entertainment in the ſmoky inns of 
this miſerable life ? we are not to ſtay here, and we will be dear- 
ly welcome to him whom we go to; and I hope when I ſhall 
ſee you clothed in white raiment, waſhen in the blood of 
the Lamb, and ſhall ſee you even at the elbow of your dear- 
eſt Lord and Redeemer, and a crown upor. your head, and 
tollowing our Lamb and lovely Lord whitherſoever he goeth, 
you will think nothing of all theſe days, and you ſhall then re- 
Joice, and no man ſhall take your joy from you: and it is certain, 
there is not much ſand to run in your Lord's ſand-glaſs, and that 
day is at hand, and till then your Lord in this life is giving you 
lome little feaſts, It is. true, ye ſce him not now, as you ſhall 
lee him then; your Well-beloved ſtandeth now behind the 


wall, 
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wall, logking out at the window, Cant. ii. 9. and you ſee but 
a little of his face; then you ſhall. ſee all his face, and all the 
Saviour, a long and high end broad Lord Jeſus, the molt love. 
ly Perſon among the children of men. O joy of joys! that our 
fouls know there is ſuch a great ſupper preparing for us; even 
Howbeit-we be but half hungered of Chriſt here, and many a 
time dine behind noon, yet the ſupper of the Lamb will come 
in time, and will beſet before us, before we famiſh, and loſe our 
ſtomachs. You have cauſe to hold up your heart in remem- 
brance and hope of that fair long ſummer-day for in this night 
of your life wherein you are in the body, abſent from the Lord, 
Chriſt's fair moan-light in, his word, and ſacraments, in prayer, 
feeling, and holy conference, hath ſhined upon you to let you 
ſee the way to the city. I confeſs our diet here is but ſparing, 
we get but taſtings of our Lord's comforts ; but the cauſe of 
that is not, becauſe our Steward Jeſus is a niggard, and narrow 
hearted, but becauſe our ſtomachs are weak, and we are narrow 
hearted : but the great feaſt is coming, when our hearts ſhall 
be enlarged, .and the chambers of them made fair and wide, to 
take in the great Lord Jeſus: come in then, Lord Jeſus, to 
hungry ſouls, gaping for thee. In this journey take the Bride- 
groom, as you may have him, and be greedy of his ſmalleſt crumbs; 
but, dear miſtreſs, buy none of Chriſt's ſpiritual delicates with 
fin, or faſting againſt your weak body; remember you are in 
the body, and it is the lodging-houſe, and you may not, with- 
out offending the Lord, ſuffer the old walls of that houſe to 
fall down, through want of neceſſary food: your body is the 
dwelling houſe of the Spirit, and therefore, for the love you 


carry to the ſweet Gueſt, give a due regard to his houſe of clay: 


when he looſeth the wall, why not ? welcome, Lord Jeſus; 
but it is a fearful fin in us, by hurting the body by faſting, to 
looſe one ftone, or the leaſt piece of timber in it: for the houſe 
is not your own, the Bridegroom is with you pet; ſo faſt, as that 
ye may alſo feaſt and rejoice in him. I think upon your magi- 
ſtrates ; but he that is clothed in linen, and hath the writers 
inkhorn by his fide, hath written up their, names in heaven al- 
ready : pray, and be content with his will; God hath a council- 
houſe in heaven, and the end will be mercy unto you. For the 
planting of your town with a godly miniſter, have your eye u- 
pon the Lord of the harveſt ; I dare promiſe you, God in this 
life ſhall fill your ſoul with the fatneſs of his houſe, for your 
care to ſee Chriſt's bairns fed ; and your poſterity ſhall know it, 
to whom I pray for mercy, and that they may get a name a- 
moneſt the living in Jeruſalem : and if God portion them with 
Eis bairns, their rent is fair, and I hope it ſhall be ſo. The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 
Anwath, Sept. 19. 1732. Yours ever in Chriſt, 8. R. 


10. For 
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. Fr MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
T* CE dbb fifter in Chriß, 
FOU hall underſtand} T have received a letter from Edir- 

burgh, that it is ſuſpeQed that there will be a general aſ- 
0 or ſome meeting of the Biſhops; and that at this 
ſrnod there will be ſome commiſſioners choſen by the Biſhop : 
which news have ſo taken up my mind, that I am not ſo ſettled 
for ſtudies as I have been before; and therefore was never in 
ſuch fear for the work. But becauſe it is written to me as a 
ecret, I dare not reveal it to any, but to yourſelf, whom I know : 
and therefore I intreat you, not for any comfort of mine, who 
am but one man, but for the honour and glory of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Maſter of the banquet, be more earneſt with God, and in 
general ſhew others of your Chriſtian acquaintance my fears for 
myſelf. I can be content of ſhame in that work, if my Lord 
ind Maſter be honoured ; and therefore petition our Lord, e- 
ſpecially to ſee to his own glory, and to give bread to his hun- 
pry bairns, how beit Igo hungry away from the feaſt. Requeſt 
Mr. Robert from me, if he come not, remember us to our 
Lord. I have neither time; nor a free diſpoſed mind to write 
to you anent your own caſe. Send me word, if all your chil= 
ren and huſband be well: ſeeing they are not yours, but your 
dear Lord's, eſteem them but as borrowed, and lay them down. 
it God's feet; your Chriſt to you is better than they all. You 
vill pardon my unaccuſtomed ſhort letter, and remember me, 
nd that honourable feaſt, to our Lord Jeſus, He was with us 
before, I hope he will not change upon us, but I fear I have 
changed upon him ; but, Lord, Her old kindneſs ſtand ! Jeſus 
Chriſt be wick your ſpirit. 

Anauetbhꝰ* Yours in his faveet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
== => 24 mo === = === === = = == == == == 

41 Fo MARION MACKNAUGHT. 

Wellobeloveil land dear After, 2008 | 

LY Gel afeQion in Chriſt remembered. I left you in 
25 great Heavineſs as I was in fince I came to this coun- 

ry: but Kn you doubt not, but (as the truth in Chrift is) 
my toul is nit to vour ſoul, and to the fouls of all yonrs, and 
would, if I could, ſend yon the largeſt part of my heart incloſed 
n this letter: but, by fervent calling upon my Lord, I have at- 
nined ſome victory over my heart, which runneth oſten not 
knowing Whither, and of my beguiling hopes which I know now 
better than did: ind truſts in my Lord, to hold aloof from 
the enticings of a ſeducing heart, by which am daily cozened; 
nd minds not, by his grace, who hath called me according to 
lis eternal pidpbe, to come fo far within grips of my foolith 
mind, pripping about any folly coming its way, as the woodbine! 
or Ivy goth about the tree. 1 adore and kiſs the providence ot 
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my Lord, who knoweth well what is moſt expedient for me 
and for you and your children; and I think of you ag 0 
myſelf, that the Lord, who turneth (in his deep wiſdom 
about all the wheels and turnings of ſuch changes, ſhall alt 
diſpoſe of that for the beſt to you and yours. In the pre 
{ence of my Lord, I am not able, howbeit I would, to con 
ceive amiſs of you, in that matter: grace, grace for ever upg 
you and your ſeed; and it ſhall be your portion, in deſpite of à 
the powers of darkneſs: do not make more queſtion of thi 
But the Lord ſaw a nail in my heart looſe, and he hath noy 
faſtened it, honour be to his Majeſty. I hear your fon is enter 
& to the ſchool; if I had known of the day, I would have beg 
ged from our Lord, that he would have put the book in h 
hand, with his own band: I truſt in my Lord it is ſo, and 
conceive hope, to ſee him a ſtar to give light in ſome room o 
our Lord's houſe 3 and purpoſe, by the Lord's grace, as 1] x 
able, (if our Lord call you to reſt before me) when you are 
your home, to do the uttermoſt of my power to help him ever 
way, in grace and learning, and his brother, and all your chil 
dren ; and I hope ye would expect that of me. Further yo 
ſhall know, that Mr. W. D. is come home, who ſaith, it is 
miracle that your huſband in this proceſs before the council, e 
ſcaped both diſcredit and damage : let it.not be forgotten, h 
was in our apprehenſion, to our grief, caſt down and humble 
in the Lord's work, in that matter betwixt him and the bailey 
now the Lord hath honoured him, and made him famous fo 
virtue, honeſty and integrity, two ſeveral times before the no 
bles of this kingdom. Your Lord liveth, we will go to hi 
throne of grace again; his arm is not ſhortened The king! 
certainly expected. Hl is feared ; we have cauſe for our {ins te 
fear that the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from us: by our fins, wi 
Have rent his fair garments, and we have ſtirred up and awa 
kened our Beloved ; pray him to tarry, or then to take us wit 
him. It were good that we ſhould knock and rap at our Lord 
door: we may not tire to knock oftener than twice or thrice, h 
knoweth the knock of his friends. I am ſtill what I was eve 
to your dear children, tendering their ſouls happineſs, and 
praying that grace, grace, grace, mercy and peace from God 
even God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus, may be their port! 
on ; and that now, while they are green and youny, their heart 
may take band with Jeſus the Corner-ſtone, and win once in 
„our Lord and Saviour's houſe, and then they will not ge 
leave to flit. Pray for me, and eſpecially for humility and thank 
fal ies. I have always remembrance of you, and your huſband 
and dear children: the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Ia orb. Yours euer more in my dear Lerd 
: Jus and yours, 8. - 
I 2+ 
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me 12. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 

oof 7/e1!-beloved and dear ſiſter, . | 
m Y love in Chriſt remembered. God hath brought me home 
all from a place where I have been exerciſed with great hea- 
YreWſinels ; and I have found at home new matter of heavineſs, yet 
on Wire not but in all things give thanks: in my buſineſs in Edin- 


hurgh, I have not ſinned, nor wronged my party, by his own 
onfefion and by the confeſſion of his friends; I have given my 
woods for peace, and the ſaving of my Lord's truth from reproach- 
s, which is dearer to me than all I have. My mother is weak, 
nd I think ſhall leave me alone; but I am not alone, becauſe 
Chriſt's Father is with me. For your buſineſs anent your town, 
ſee great evidences z but Satan and his inſtruments are againſt 
t, and few ſet their ſhoulders to Chriſt's ſhoulder to help him; 
but he will do all his alone; and I dare not but exhort you to 
klieve, and perſuade you, that the hungry in your city ſhall 
e fed, and the reſt that want a ſtomach, the parings of God's 
baf will ſuffice them; and therefore believe it ſhall be well. I 
my not leave my mother to come and confer with you of all 
nrticulars z I have given ſuch directions to our dear friend as I 
an, but the event is in our Lord's hand. God's Zion abroad 
louriſheth, and his arm is not ſhortened with us, if we could 
live. There is ſcarcity and a famine of the word of God in 
Hinburgh. Your ſiſter J. laboureth mightily, in our buſineſs ; 


e hath not as yet gotten an anſwer from J. P. Mr. A. C. 
fog work what he can. My Lady faith ſhe can do little, and 
* hat it ſuiteth not her huſband well to ſpeak in ſuch an affair: 


told her my mind plainly. Ilong to know of your eſtate : re- 
nember me heartily to your dear huſband ; grace be the porti- 
m of your dairns. I know you are mindful of the green wound 
! our filter kirk in Ireland: bid our Lord lay a plaiſter to it 
ie hath good {kill to do fo, and ſet others co work. Grace, 
race upon your ſoul and body, and all yours. 

Anwoth. Eo Yours in Chriſt, 5. R. 
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13. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


"ell-beloved and dear ſiſter. 

Know your heart is caſt down, for the deſolation like to come 
upon this kirk, and the appearance that an hireling ſhall be 
licult in upon Chriſt's flock in that town; but ſend a heavy 
deart up to Chriſt, it will be welcome. Theſe who are with 
he beatt and the dragon muſt make war with the Lamb; but 
ne Lamb ſhall overcome them; for he is the Lord of lords, 
nl King of kings; and they who are with him are called, and 
thoſen, and faithful, Rev. xvii. 14. Our ten days will have 
end; all the ſormer things ſhall be forgotten, when we shank 
1 78 
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be up before the throne: Chriſt hath been ever thus in the Ml »« 
world, he hath been always the defender's part, and been till 
ia the camp, fighting the church's battles, The enemies of 
the Son of God will be fed with their own fleſh, and ſhall 
drink their own blood; and therefore their part of it ſhall at 
laſt be found hard enough; fo that we may look forward and 
Pity them. Until the number of the elect be fulfilled,' Chriſt's 
varments mult be rolled in blood: he cometh from Edom, from 
the ſlaughter of his enemies, Ifa. Ixiii. 1. clothed with dyed 
garments, glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of 
his ſtrength. Who is this : (faith he) that appears in this glori- 
ous poſture ? Our great He, that He. who is mighty to fave; 
whoſe glory ſhineth, while he ſprinkleth the blood of his ad- 
verſaries upon his garments, and ſtaineth all his raiment. The 
glory of his righteous revenges ſhineth forth in theſe ſtains: 
but ſeeing our world is not here away, we poor children; far 
from bome, muſt ſteal through many waters, weeping as we 

go, and withal believing, that we do the Lord's faithfulueſs no 
wrong, ſeeing he hath faid, Iſa. li. 12. I even I, am he that 
comforteth you: who art thou, that art afraid of a. man that 
ſhall die, and of the ſon of man that ſhall be made as graſs! 
Jia. xliii. 2. When thou paſleſt through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee; when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be 
burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” There is a 
cloud gathering, and a ſtorm coming; this land ſhall be turned 
up ſide- down: and if ever the Lord ſpake to me (think on it), 
Chriſt's bride will be glad of an hole to hide her head in; and 
the dragon may ſo far prevail, as to chaſe the woman and ber 
Man child over ſea : but there ſhall be a gleaning, two or three 
berries left on the top of the olive-tree, of whom God ſhall ſay, 
Deſtroy them not; for there is a bleſſing in them. Thereafter 
there thall be a fair ſun- blink on Chriſt's old ſpouſe, and clear 
iky, and the ſhall ſing as in the days of her youth. The Antig 
chriſt and the great red dragon will lop Chrift's branches, ana 
and bring his vine to a low ſtump, under the feet of thoſe whaz 
carry the mark of the beaſt ; but the Plant of renown, the Man 
whoſe name is the BxaNCH, will bud forth again and bloſſon 
as the roſe, and there ſhall be fair white flouriſhes again, witl 
molt pleaſant fruits upon that Tree of life: a fair ſeaſon may he 
have! Grace, grace be upon that bleſſed and beautiful Tree 
under whoſe ſhadow we ſhall fit, and his fruit ſhall be tweet te 
our taſte. But Chriſt ſhall woo his handful in the fire, anc 
chuſe his own in the furnace of affliction: but, be it ſo, he do 
nen, ke will not ſlay his children; love will not let him make 4 
{ul end; the covenant will cauſe him hold his hand. Fear not 
. (erb the 311 ard the Laſt, he who was dead and is alivey 
Va 
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ge ſee not Chriſt ſharpening and furbiſhing his ſword for his 
memies; and therefore our faithleſs heärts ſay, as Zion did, 
The Lord hath forſaken me. But God reproveth her, and 
fith, Well, well, Zion, is that well ſaid? think again on it; 
zou are in the wrong to me: Wa: xlix. 15. Can a woman for- 
get her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on 
the fruit of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may; yet will I not forget 
thee. Verſe 16. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands. You break your heart, and grow heavy, and for- 
zet that Chriſt hath your name ingraven on the palms of his 
hands, in great letters, In the name of the Son of God be- 
lieve, buried Scotland, dead and buried in her dear Bridegroom, 
{hall riſe the third day again, and there ſhall be a new growth 
ter the old timber is cut down, J recommend you and your 
burdens, and heavy heart, to the ſupportings of his grace and 
good- will who dwelt in the buſh, to him who was ſeparate from 
his brethren, Try your huſband afar off, to ſee if he can be 
induced to think of going to America. O to ſee the ſight next 
to Chriſt's coming in the clouds the moſt joyful! our elder 
brethren, the Jews, and Chriſt fall upon one anothers necks, 
and kiſs each other | They have been long aſunder, they will 
be kind to one another when they meet: O day! O longed for, 
and lovely day, dawn ! O ſweet Jeſus, let me ſee that fight 
that will be as life from the dead, Thee and thy ancient people 
i in mutual embraces ! Defire your daughter to eloſe with Chriſt, 

upon terms of ſuffering for him; for the croſs is an old mealing, 
ard plot of ground that lieth to Chriſt's houſe: our Chief had 
ay that rent lying to his inheritance ; but tell her, The day is 
er 1:ar the dawning, the ſky is reviving, our Beloved will be on 
ce us, ere ever we be aware; the Antichriſt, and death, and hell, 

and Chriſt's enemies and ours will be bound, and caſt into the 
(er bottomleſs pit. 'The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


ar Anweth, April 22. Tours in his ſcutet 
ti4 1635. Tord feſus, S. R. 
. X6 
. 14. Fer MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Loving and dear fifier, 

OR Zion's ſake hold not your peace, neither be diſcou- 
raged for the on-going of this perſecution; Jehovah is in 
this burning buſh. The floods may ſwell and roar, but our 
ark ſhall ſwim above the waters; it cannot ſink, becauſe a Sa- 
and viour is in it. Becauſe our Beloved was not let in by his ſpouſe, 
when he ſtood at the door with his wet and frozen head; there- 
fore he will have us to ſeek him a while: and while we are 
not ſeeking, the watchmen, that go about the walls, have ſtricken 
ire] the poor woman, and have taken away her vail from her; but 


yet 
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yet a little while, and our Lord will come again : Scotland's 
{ky will clear again; her moment muſt go over. I dare in 
faith ſay, and write (I am not now dreaming) Chriſt is but 
ſeeking (what he will have and make) a clean gliſtering bride 
out of the fire: God ſend him his errand ; but he cannot want 
what he ſeeks. In the mean time, one way or other, he ſhall 


| find or make a neſt for his mourning dove. What is this we are 


a doing, breaking the neck of our faith? We are not come as 
yEt to the mouth of the Red-ſea ; and howbeit we were, for his 
honour's ſake he muſt dry it up. It is our part to die gripping 
and holding faſt his faithful promiſe. If the beaſt ſhould get 
leave to ride through the Land, and to ſeal ſuch as are his, he 
will not get one lamb with him, for theſe are ſecured, and ſeal- 
ed as the ſervants of God. In Chriſt's name, let Chriſt take 
his barn-floor, and all that is in it, to a hill and winnow it; let 
him fift his corn, and ſweep his houſe, and ſeek his gold. The 
Lord ſhall cog the rumbling wheels, or turn them : for the re- 
mainder of wrath doth he reſtrain : he can looſe. the belt of 
kings; to God their belt, wherewith they are girt, is knit 
with a fingle draw-knot. As for a paſtor to your town, your 
conſcience can bear you witneſs, you have done your part; let 
the Maſter of the vineyard now fee to his garden, ſeeing you 
have gone on, till he hath ſaid, Stand till; the will of the 
Lord be done; but a trial is not to give up with God, and be- 
lieve no more. I thank my God in Chriſt, I find the force of 
my temptation abated, and its edge blunted, ſince I ſpoke to 
you laſt : I know not, if the tempter be hovering, until he find 
the dam gather again, and ane more ſecure; but it hath been 


my burden; and I am yet more confident, the Lord will ſuccour 


and deliver. I intend, God willing, that our communion {hall 
be celebrated the firſt ſabbath after Paſch : our Loxd, that great 
Maſter of the feaſt, ſend us one hearty and heartſome ſupper 
for I look it ſhall be the laſt: but we expect, when the 
ſhadows ſhall flee away, and the day dawn, and our Lord ſhall 
come to his garden, that he ſhall feed us in green paſtures 
without fear; the dogs then ſhall not be hounded out amongſt 
the ſheep. I earneſtly deſire your prayers, for aſſiſtance at our 
work ; and put others with you to do the ſame. Remember 
me to your huſband ; and defire your daughter to be kind to 


Chriſt, and ſeek to win near him; he will give her a welcome 


into his houſe of wine, and bring her into the king's chambers: 

O how will the ſight of his face, and the ſmell of his garments 

allure and raviſh her heart! Now the love of the lovely Son of 

God be with you. | 
Amwoth, Yours in his faveet 

1635. Lord Feſus, 8. R. 

„ aur 
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15. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Miſtreſs, | | | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. Having appointed a meet- 
ing with Mr. D. D. and knowing that B. will not keep 
the preſbytery; I cannot ſee you now, commend my journey to 
God; my ſoul blefleth you for your laſt letter. Be not diſcou- 
raged, Chriſt will not want the iſles- men; the ifles ſhall wait 
for his law: we are his inheritance, and he will fell no part of 
his inheritance. For the fins of this land, and our breach of 
the covenant, contempt of the goſpel, and our defection from 
the truth, he hath ſet up a burning furnace in mount Zion : but 
I fay it, and will abide by it, The graſs ſhall yet grow green on 
our mount Zion: there ſhall be a dew all the night upon the 
lilies, amongſt which Chriſt feedeth, until the day break, and 
the ſhadows flee away: and the moth ſhall. eat up the enemies 
of Chriſt, Iſa. J. 9. Let them make a fire of their own, and 
walk in the light thereof, it ſhall not let them ſee to go to their 
bed; but they ſhall ly down in ſorrow ;* therefore rejoice and 
believe. 'Thus in haſte. Grace, grace be with you and yours. 
Anwoth. |  FNours in Chriſt, 8. R. 
K K * * *%%2*%%*% #4 %% %**%* * % A* 


16. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Loving and dear ſer, <4 


| Fear that you be moved and caſt down, becauſe of the late 
wrong that your huſband received in your town council: 
but I pray you, comfort yourſelf in the Lord; for a juſt cauſe 
bides under the water only as long as wicked men hold their 
hand above it ; their arm will weary, and then the juſt cauſe 
ſhall ſwim above, and the light that is ſown for the righteous 
ſhall ſpring and grow up. If ye were not ſtrangers here, the 
dogs of the world would not bark at you, 2 Cor. vi. 8. You 
ſhall ſee all.the windings and turnings, that are in your way to 
heaven, out of God's word : for he will not lead you to the king- 
dom at the neareſt : but you muſt go thro? honour and diſho- 
nour, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true 
v. 9. As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold 
we live; as chaſtened, and not killed; ver. 10. As ſorrowful, 
and yet always rejoicing. The world is one of the enemies that 
we have to fight with, but a vanquiſhed and overcome enemy, 
and like a beaten and forlorn ſoldier ; for our Jeſus bath taken 
the armour from it ; let me then ſpeak to you in his words, Be 
of good courage, ſaith the Captain of our ſalvation, for I have 
overcome the world. You ſhall neither be free of the ſcourge 
of the tongue, nor of diſgraces, even if it were buffettings and 
| ſpittings 
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ſpittings upon the face, as was our Saviour's caſe, if you follow 
Jeſus Chriſt : I beſeech you in the bowels of our Lord'Jeſus, 
keep a good conſcience (as I truſt you do) you live not upon 
men's opinion; gold may be gold, and have the king's ſtamb 
upon it, when it is trampled upon by men. Happy are you, 
if when the world trampleth upon you in your credit and good 
name, yet you are the Lord's gold, ſtamped with the King of 
heaven's image, and ſealed by his Spirit unto the day of your 
redemption. Pray for the ſpirit of love, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. © Love 
beareth all things, it believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
and endureth all things. And I pray you and your hvſband, 
yea, I charge you before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the elect angels, pray for theſe your adverſaries; and read this 
to your huſband from me; and let both of you put on, as the 
elect of God, bowels of mercies. And, ſiſter, remember how 
many thouſands of talents of ſins your 'Maſter hath forgiven 
you; forgive ye therefore your fellow-ſervants one talent: fol. 
low God's command in this, and ſeek not after your own heart, 
and after your on eyes, in this matter, as the Spirit ſpeaks, 

Numb. xv. 37. Aſk never the counſel of your own heart here; 

the world will blow up your heart now, and cauſe it ſwell, ex- 
cept the grace of God cauſe it fall. _ Jeſus, even Jeſus the eter- 
al Wiſdom of the Father, give you wiſdom : I truſt God-ſhall 
be glorified in you; and a daor ſhall be opened unto you, as 

the Lord's priſoners of hope, as Zechariah ſpeaks. It is a bene- 
fit to you, that the wicked are God's fan to purge you; and [ 
hope they ſhall blow away no corn, or ſpiritual graces, but on- 
ly your chaff: I pray you, in your purſuit, have fo recourſe to 
the law of men, that you wander not from the law of God. Be 
not caſt down: if you ſaw him, who is ſtanding on the ſhore, 
holding out his arms to welcome you to land, you would not 
only wade through a ſea of wrongs, but through hell itſelf, to 
be at him; and I truſt in God, you fee him ſometimes. The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, and all yours. a 
 Anwoth, Your brother in the Lord, 8. R. 
17. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Morthy and dear fifter, 
NI deareſt love in Chriſt remembered. As to that buſi- 
neſs, which I know you would fo fain have taking effect, 
my, earneſt deſire is, that you ſtand ftill; haſte not, and you 

- ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. The great Maſter-gardener, the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in a wonderful providence, 
with his own band, (I dare, if it were to edification, ſwear it) 
planted me here, where by his grace, in this part of his vine- 


yard, I grow : Idarz not ſay, but Satan and the world (one N. 
is 
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us pages, whom he ſends his errands) have ſaid otherwiſe ; 
id here I will abide till the great Maſter of the vineyard think 
1M ft.to tranſplant me: but when he ſees meet to looſe me at the 
»W root, and to plant me where I may be more uſeful, both as to fruit 
„ind ſhadow; and when he who planteth, pulleth up that he 
ray tranſplant, who dare put to their hand and hinder ? if they 
eo, God ſhall break their arm at the ſhoulder- blade, and do his 
urn. When our Lord is going weſt, the devil and world go 
Met; and do you not know, that it hath been ever this way be- 
,Wivixt God and the world, God drawing, and they holding; 
|, MW God, Yea, and the world, Nay ? but they fall on their back 
id are fruſtrated, and our Lord holdeth his grip. Wherefore 
ooch the world ſay, that our Chriſt, the Goodman of the houſe, 
ens dear kirk, hath feet like fine braſs, as if they were burned 
v Win a furnace? Rev. i. 15. for no other caufe, but becauſe where 
nW- {od fetteth down his brazen feet, he will forward; and 
Wi iihcrioever he looketh, he will follow his look; and his 
WM: burn all under them, like as fire doth ſtubble and thorns, 
„link he hath now given the world a proof of his exceeding 
3Wireat power, when he is doing ſuch great things, wherein Zion 
- concerned, by the ſword of the Swediſh king, as of Gideon. 
- you love the glory of God, pray inſtantly (yea, engage all 
U jour praying acquaintances, and take their faithful promiſe to do 
ale like for this king, and every one that Zion's King armeth, 
-W' execute the written vengeance on Babylon: our Lord hath 
Idegun to looſe ſome of Babylon's corner-ſtones 3 pray him to 
1-M bold on: for that city muſt fall, and the birds of the air and 
oe beaſts of the earth muſt make a banquet of Babylon; for he 
With invited them to eat the fleſh of that whore, and to drink 
e, er blood: and the cup of the Lord's right-hand ſhall be turned 
ot Winto her, and ſhameful ſpewing ſhall be upon her glory! He, 
moſe word muſt ſtand, hath ſaid, Take this cup at the hand 
f the Lord, and drink, and be drunken, and ſpew and fall, 
ad riſe no more,” Jer. xxv. 17. Our Jeſus is ſetting up himſelf 
$ his Father's Enfign, Iſa. xi. 10. as God's white fair Colours, 
lat his ſoldiers may flock about him: long, long may theſe Co- 
burs and ! It is long fince he diſplayed a banner againſt Baby- 
on, in the ſight of men and angels; let us rejoice and triumph 
n our God, the victory is certain; for when Chriſt and Babel 
Teltle, then angels and ſaints may prepare themſelves to ſing, 
babylon the great is fallen, is fallen. Howbeit that Prince of 
town, precious Jeſus, be now weeping and bleeding in his 
members, yet Chriſt will laugh again; and it is time enough for 
b to laugh when our Lord Chriſt laugheth, and that will be 
hortly ; for when we hear of wars and rumours of wars, the 
Judge's feet are then before the door, and he muſt be in hea- 
len, giving order to the angels to make themſelves ready, and 

L11 prepare 
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prepare their hooks and fickles for that great harveſt." Chriſt 
will be upon us in haſte; watch but a little, and ere long the 
{kies will rive, and that fair lovely Perſon, Jeſus, ſhall come in 
the clouds, freighted and loaded with glory; and then all theſe 
knaves and foxes, that deſtroyed the vines, ſhall call to the hills, 


and cry to the mountains to cover them, and hide them from 


the face of him who ſitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb. Remember me to your buſband ; and defire him 
from me to help Chriſt, and to take his part, and in judgment 
ſide ever with him, and receive a blow patiently for his ſake; 
for he is worthy to be ſuffered for, not only to blows, but alſo 
to blood: he {ſhall find, that innocency and uprightneſs in 
jadgment ſhall hold its feet, and make him happy, when jouk- 
ing will not do it. I ſpeak this, becauſe a perſon faid to me, I 
pray God the country be not in worſe caſe now, when the pro- 
volt and bailies are more agreed than formerly: to whom I re- 
plied, I truſt the provoſt is agreed with the man's perſon, but 
not with his faults. ' I pray for you, with my whole ſoul and de- 
fire, that your children may walk in the truth; and that the 
Lord may ſhine upon them, and make their faces to ſhine, when 
the faces of others ſhall bluſh. I dare promiſe them in his 
name, whole truth I preach, if they will but try God's ſervice, 
that they ſhall find him the ſweeteſt Maſter that ever they ſer- 
ved: and deſire them from me, but to try for a while the ſer- 
vice of this bleſſed Maſter, and then if his ſervice be not ſweet, 
if it afford not what is pleaſant to the ſouls taſte, change him 
upon trial and ſeek a better. Chriſt is an unknown Chriſt to 
voung ones, and therefore they {ſeek him not, becauſe they know 
him not. Bid them come and fee, and ſeek a kits of his mouth: 
and then they will find his mouth is ſo ſweet, that they will be 
everlaſtingly chained unto him, by their own conſent. If I have 
any credit with your children, I intreat them in Chriſt's name, 
to try what truth and reality is in what I ſay, and leave not bis 
ſervice, till they have found ine a liar : I gave, you, your hul- 
band and them, to his keeping, to whom I have, and dare ven- 
ture myſelf and foul, even to our dear Friend Jeſus Chriſt, in 
whom I am N N 8 

 Anwoth. | Yours, S8. R. 


18. For MARION MACENAUGHT. 

Nell. beloved ſiſter, ö | 
MI deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: know that 
| I am great heavineſs for the pitiful caſe of our Lord's kirk. 
hear the cauſe why Dr. Burton is committed to priſon, is, his 
writing and preaching againſt the Arminians: I therefore in- 
treat the aid of your prayers for myſelf, and the Lord's captives 
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of hope, and for - Zion. The Lord hath and daily lets me ſes 
dearly, how, deep furrows Arminianiſm, and the followers of it, 
all draw upon the back of God's Iſrael (but our Lord cuts the 
cords of the wicked) Iſa. xlix. 14. But Zion ſaid, The Lord 
hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.“ Lam. i. 
2. Zion weepeth ſore in the night, and her tears are upon her 
cheeks: amongſt her lovers ſhe hath none to comfort her, all 
her friends have dealt treacherouſly with her, and are become 
her enemies.“ Iſa. i. 22. Our filver is become droſs, our wine is 
mixed with water.“ Lam. iv. 1. How is the gold become dim? 
how is the fine gold changed ? the ſtones of the ſanctuary are, 
poured out in the top of every ſtreet.” Ver. 2. The precious 
ſons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they eſteemed 
s earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter?“ It 
is time now for the Lord's ſecret ones, u ho favour the duſt of 
Zion, to cry, How long, Lord? and to go up to their watch. 
tower, and to ſtay there, and not to come down, until the viſi- 
on ſpeak ; for it will ſpeak, Hab. ii. In the mean time, The. 
juſt ſhall live by faith. Let us wait on, and not weary. I have 
not a thread to hang upon and reſt, but this one, Iſa. xlix. 15. 
(Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have compaſlion on the ſon of her womb? yea, ſhe may forget, 
yet I will not forget thee.” Ver. 16. © Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls are continually be- 
fore me,” For-all outward helps do fail; it is time therefore to 
hang ourſelves, as our Lord's veſſels, upon the nail, that is faf- 
tened in a {ſure place. We would make ſtakes of our own faſ- 
tening, but they will break. Our Lord will have Zion on his, 
own nail, Edom is buſy within us, and Babel without us, a- 
dainſt the handful of Jacob's ſeed. It were beit that we were 
wen Chriſt's fide of it, for his enemies will get tae. ſtakes to 
keep (as the proverb is) our greateſt difficulty will be, to win 
won the Rock now, when the wind and waves of perfecu- 
tion are ſo lofty and proud. , Let ſweet Jeſus take us by the 
hand ; neither muſt we think that it will be otherwiſe, for it is 
told to the fouls under the altar, Rev. vi. © That their fellow 
ſervants muſt be killed as they were.“ Surely it cannot be long 
till day. Nay, hear him ſay, Behold, Icome, my dear bricr: ; 
think not long, I ſhall be at you at once; I hear yon, and am 
coming. Amen, Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly; 
tor the priſoners of hope are looking out at the priſon-windows, 
to ſee if they can behold the king's ambaſſador coming with the 
King's warrant, and the keys. I write non you by gueſs now, 
becauſe ] have a warraut to ſay unto you, the garments of 
Chrif's ſpouſe mnſt be once. again dyed in btood, as long ago 
bur Huſband's was ; but our Father fees his bleeding Sen. 
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What I write unto you, ſhew it to I. G. Grace, grace, grace 
and mercy be with you, your huſband and children. 
Amnwoth. Yours in the Lord, S. R. 
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19. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. | 
Well-beloved and dear ſiſter in Chrift, * 
Could not get an anſwer written to your letter till now, in 
1 reſpect of my wife's diſeaſe, and ſhe is yet mightily pained; 
hope all ſhall end in God's mercy ; I know that an affficted 
life looks very like the way that leads to the kingdom; for the 
| apoſtle, Acts xiv. 22. bath drawn the line, and the King's mar. 
ket-way, through much tribulation to the kingdom. The 
Lord grant us the whole armour of God. You write to me ye 
concerning your people's diſpoſition, how their hearts are inclined 
toward the man you know, and whom you deſire moſt earneſt, 
ly yourſelf. He would moſt gladly have the Lord's call for tranſ. 
plantation ; for he knows, all God's plants, ſet by his own hand, 
thrive well; and if the work be of God, he can make a ſtep- 
ome of the devil himſelf, for ſetting forward the work, 
or yourſelf, I would adviſe you to aſk of God a ſubmiſſive 
heart. Your reward ſhall be with the Lord, Although the 
people be not gathered (as the prophet ſpeaks) and ſuppoſe 
the word do not proſper, God ſhall account you a repairer of 
the breaches. And take Chriſt caution, ye ſhall not loſe your 
reward Hold your grip faſt. If ye knew'the mind of the glori- 
fied in heaven, they think beaven come to their hand at an eaſy 
market, when they have got it for three or fourſcore years wrel- 
tling with God. When ye are come thither, ye ſhall think, 
all Idid, in reſpect of my rich reward now enjoyed of free grace, 
was too little. Now, then, for the love of the Prince of your 
ſalvation, who is ſtanding at the end of your way, holding up 
in his hand the prize and the garland to the race-runners, forward, 
forward, faint not; take as many to heaven with you, as ye are 
able to draw : the more you draw with you, ye ſhall be the wel- 
comer yourſelf, Be no niggard or ſparing churl of the grace of 
God ; and employ all your endeayours for eſtabliſhing an honeſt 
miniſtry in your town, now when ye have ſo few to ſpeak a good 
word for you. I have many a grieved heart daily in my calling: 
I would be undone, if I had not acceſs to the King's chamber of 
preſence, to ſhew him all the buſineſs. The devil rages and is 
mad, to ſee the water drawn from his own mill; but would to 
God, we could be the Lord's inſtruments to build the Son of 
God's houſe. Pray for me, If the Lord furniſh not new tim- 
ber from Lebanon, to build the houſe, the work will ceaſe. I 
look to him who hath begun well with me; I have his hand-writ, 
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he will not change. Your daughter is well, and longs for a 
Zibie. The Lord eſtabliſh you in peace, The Lord Jeſus be 
with your ſpirit. | 

Anwoth, Yours at all power 

| | in Chr 1 » 8. R. 
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20. To MARION MACRNAUGH T. 
Miſtreſti, tg 7 


Y love in Chriſt remembered. Our communion is on 
ſabhath come eight-days, I will entreat you to recom- 
mend it to God, and pray for me in that work. I have more 
fins upon me now than the laſt time; therefore I will beſeech 
you in Chriſt, ſeck this petition to me from Gad, that the Lord 
would give me grace to vow and perform new obedience. I have 
cauſe to ſuit this of you, and ſhew it to Thomas Carſen, Fer- 
zus and Jane Brown; for I have been, and am exceedingly caſt 
down, and am fighting againſt a malicious devil, of whom I can 
win little ground : — I would think a ſpoil, plucked from him 
and his _truſty ſervant ſin, a lawful and juſt conqueſt 3 and it 
were no fin to take from him, In the name of the Goodman of 
our houſe, King Jeſus, I invite you to the banquet ; he ſaith, 
ye ſhall be dearly welcome to him. And I deſire to believe, 
(aowbeit not without great fear) he ſhall be as hearty in his own 
houſe, as he hath been before. For me it is but ſmall reckon- 
ing; but I would fain have our Father and Lord to break the 
far Loaf, Chriſt, and to diſtribute his ſlain San amongſt the 
bairns of his houſe; and that, if any were a ſtep-bairn, in re- 
ſpect of comfort and ſenſe, it were rather myſelf than his poor 
bairns. Therefore bid our Well-beloyed come to his garden, 
and feed among the lilies. And as concerning Zion, I hope 
our Lord, who, Zech. ii. ſent his angel with a meaſuring-line 
in his hand, to meaſure the length and breadth of Jeruſalem, in 


heritage, ſhall take order with thoſe who have taken away ma- 
ny acres of his own land from him; and God will build Jeruſa- 
lem in the old ſtead and place, where it was before; in this 
hope, rejoice and be glad. Chriſt's garment was not dipt in 
blood for nothing, but, for his bride, whom he bought with 
ſtrokes. I will defire you to remember my old ſuits to God, 
God's glory and increaſe of light, that I dry not up. For your 
town, hope and believe, that the Lord will gather in his looſe 
ſheaves among you to his barn, and ſend one with x well-tooth- 
ed ſharp hook, and ſtrong gardies to reap his harveſt. Aud 
the Lord Jeſus be Huſbandman, and overſee the growing. 
Remember my love to your huſband and to Samuel: grace upon 
you and your children; Lord make them corner: ſtoncs in Jeru- 


token he wauld not want a foot-length or inch of his own free 
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the fair chief Corner-ſtone, who was hewed out of the mountain 
without hands, and got many a knock with his Father's fore. 
hammer, and endured them all, and the ſtone did neither cleave 
nor break; upon that ſtone your ſoul to ly. King Jeſus be 
with your ſpirit. _ | N 
Anwoth. Your friend and his well. beloved 
| Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
DDD . TEE IE DEE I ESD —————— 
21. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. . 
Much honoured and dear Miſtreſs, GE SAS 
I love in Chriſt remembered, I am grieved at the hear 
to write any thing to you, to breed heavineſs to you; 
and what I have written, I wrote it with much heavineſs, But 
I intreat you in Chriſt's name, when my ſoul is under wreſtlings, 
and ſeeking direction from our Lord, (to whom bis vineyard be. 
longeth) whither I ſhall go, give me liberty to adviſe, and try 
all airths and paths, to ſee whether he goeth before me and lead- 
eth me: for if I were aſſured of God's call to your town, let my 
armfall frommy ſhoulder-blade and loſe power, and my right-eye 
be dried up, which is the judgment of the idol ſhepherd, Zech, 
xi. 17. if I would not ſwim through the water with a, boat, 
ere I fat his bidding. But if ye knew my doubtings and fears 
in that, ye would ſuffer with me. Whether they be temptati- 
ons, or impediments caſt in by God, I know not ; but you have 
now cauſe to thank God : for, ſeeing the Biſhop hath given you 
ſuch a promiſe, he will give you an honeſt man, more willing. 
ly than he will permit me to come to you. And, as I haye e- 
ver entreated you, put the buſineſs out of your hand in the 
Lord's reverence ; and try of him, if ye have warrant of him to 
ſeck no man in the world, but one only, when there are choice 
of good men to be had; howbeit they be too ſcarce, yet they 
are, And what God faith to me in the bulineſs, I reſolve by 
his grace to do; for I know not what he will do with me, but 
God ſhall fill you with joy ere the buſineſs be ended : for I per- 
ſuade myſelf, our Lord Jeſus hath ſtirred you up already to do 
good in the buſineſs, and ye hall not loſe your reward., I have 
heard your huſband and Samuel have been ſicx. The man who 
is cal'ed the Branch and God's Fellow, who {tandeth before his 
Father, will be your ſtay and help, Zech. xiii. 7. I would! 
were able to comfort your foul; but have patience and ſtand 
{till : he that believeth maketh not haſte. This matter of Cra- 
mond, caſt in at this time, is either a temptation, having fal- 
len out at this time, or then it will clear all my doubts, and let 
you ſee the Lord's will, Bat I never knew my own part in 
the buſineſs till now; thought I was more willing to have wc” 
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aced the charge in your town than I am, or am able o win 
. 1 Khow Fe pray that God would reſolve me what to do z 
ind will interpret me, as love biddeth you, which thinketh not 
11, and believeth all things, and hopeth all things. Would ye 
have more than the Son of God? and ye have him already, and 
je ſhall be fed by the Carver of the meat, be who he will; an 
hoſe who are hungry, look more to the meat than to the car- 
der. I cannot ſee you the next week. If my Lady come home 
Imuſt yiſit her. The week thereafter.there will be a preſbytery at 
Girtoun ; God will diſpoſe of the meeti race upon you, 
ind your ſeed aud huſband : the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
= RT IT urs in Chrifl, 8. R. 
| 22. To MARION MACENAUGHTPT. 

Worthy and zwell-beloug miſtreſs, 

Y love in ChrffFemembered. I have ſent you a letter 

from Mr. David Dickſon, concerning the placing of Mr. 
Hugh MacKail with themſelves ; therefore T write to you now, 
only to intreat you in Chriſt not to be diſcouraged thereat: be 
ſubmiſſive to the will of your dear Lord, who knoweth beſt 


what is good for your ſoul and your town both; for. God can 
come over greater mountains than theſe, we believe; for he. 


vorketh his greateſt works contrary to carnalreaſon and means. 
My ways are not (ſaith our Lord) as your ways; neither are my 
thoughts as your thoughts, Iſa. lv. I am no whit put from my 
belief for all that; believe, pray, and uſe means. We ſha 

cauſe Mr. John Ker, who convoyed myſelf to Lochinvar, to 
uſe means to ſeek a man, if Mr. Hugh fail us. Our Lord has 
2 little bride among you, and I truſt he will ſend one to woo her 
to our ſweet Lord Jeſus. He will not want his wife for the ſuit- 
ing; and he has means abundance in his hand, - to open all the 
lots and bars that Satan draws over the door: he cometh to his 
bride leaping over the mountains, and ſkipping over the hills, 


yet he putteth in his foot and wadeth through; he will not want 
her: and therefore refreſh me with two words, concerning your 
confidence and courage in our Lord, both about that and about 
his own Zion; for he wooeth his wife in the burning buſh : and 
or the good will of him that dwelleth in the buſh, the buſh is not 
conſumed. It is better to weep with Jeruſalem in the forenoon, 
than to weep with Babel afternoon, in the end of the day. Our 
day of laughter and rejoicing is coming; yet a little while, and 
je (hall ſee the ſalvation of God. I long to ſee you, and to hear 
how your children are, eſpecially Samuel. Grace be their he- 
tage and portion from the Lord, and the Lord be their lot, 5 

then 


His way to his ſpouſe is full of ſtones, mountains and waters; 
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then their inheritance ſhall pleaſe them well. Remember my Wd 
love to your huſband : the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 0ns 
Anwoth. | Yours in his ſweet Lord ling 

b eſus » 8. R. has 
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23. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. pra 


Well. beloved ſiſter, 8 | 

NI love in Jeſus Chriſt remembered. Your daughter is 
well, thanks be to God; I truſt in him, ye ſhall have 

Joy of her : the Lord bleſs her. I am now preſently going a- 
bout catechiſing. The bearer is in haſte : forget not poor Zi. 
on, and the Lord remember you, for we ſhall be ſhortly win- 
nowed ; Jeſus, pray for us, that our faith fail not.. I would 
wiſh to ſee you a ſabbath with us, and re ſhall ſtir up one ano- 
ther, Gad willing, to feek the Lord Mor it may be, he hide 
himſelf from us ere it be long: keep that which you have, ye 
will get more in heaven. The Lord ſend us to the ſhore out of 
all the ſtorms, with our filly ſouls whole and ſound with us: 
for if liberty of conſcience come, as it is rumoured, the beſt of 
us all will be put to our wit, to ſeek how to be freed. But we 
ſhall be with thoſe, who have their chamber to go unto, ſpo- 
ken of, Iſa. xxvi. 20. Read the place yourſelf, and keep you 
within your houſe while the ſtorm be paſt. Tf you can learn 2 
dittay againſt C. try, and cauſe try, that we may ſee the Lord's 
righteous judgment upon the devil's inſtruments. We are not 
much obliged to his kindneſs: I wiſh all ſuch wicked doers were e 
cut off. Theſe in haſte: I bleſs you in God's name and all yours. 
Your daughter defires a Bible and a gown, I hope ſhe ſhall uſe . 
the Bible well, which if ſhe do, the gown is the better beſtow- IW.: 
ed. 'The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | ; 

Anwoth. Yours for ever in 
| Chrift, 8. R. 
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24. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


MiRreſi, 
love in Jeſus Chriſt remembered. Tam in good health, 
$ honour to my Lord; but my wife's diſeaſe increaſeth 
daily, to her great torment and pain night and day; ſhe has not 
been in God's houſe fince our communion, neither out of her 
bed. I have hired a man to Edinburgh, to Dr. Jeally and to 
John Hamilton: I can hardly believe her diſeaſe is ordinary; 
for her life is bitter to her: ſhe ſleeps none, but cries, as a wo- 
man travailing in birth : what will be the event, he that hath the 
keys of the grave knows : I have been many times, ſince I ſaw 
you, that I have beſought the Lord to looſe her out of the houſe 
| an 
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and to take her to her reſt. I believe the Lord's tide of afflicti- 
ons will ebb again; but at preſent I am exerciſed with the wreſt- 
ings of God, being afraid of nothing more than this, that God 
has let looſe the tempter upon my houſe. God rebuke him and 
his inſtruments. Becauſe Satan is not caſt out but by faſting and 
prayer, I intreat you remember our eſtate to our Lord, and in- 
treat all good Chriſtians, whom ye know, but elpecially your 
naſtor, to do the ſame. It becomes us ſtill to knock, and to 
fat the Lord's door, while we die knocking : if he will not 
den, it is more than he has ſaid in his word; but he is faith- 
ful, I look not to win away to my home without wounds and 
blood, Welcome, welcome croſs of Chriſt, it Chriſt be with 
t, J have not a calm ſpirit in the work of my calling here, be- 
ng daily chaſtiſed z yet God hath not put out my candle, as 
he does to the wicked. Grace, grace be with you and all yours. 
Anwoth, Yours in his Lord 
8. R. 
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25- For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Worthy and well-beloved miſtreſs, | | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered, I know ye have heard of 
the purpoſe of my adverſaries, to try what they can do 

vain me at this ſynod, for the work of God in your town, 
wen I was at your communion. They intend to call me in 
queſtion at the ſynod, for treaſonable doctrine : therefore help 
ne with your prayers, and deſire your acquaintances to help me 
iſo. Your ears heard how Chriſt was there: if he ſuffer his 
ſervant to get a broken head in his own kingly ſervice, and 
tt either help or revenge the wrong, I never {aw the like of 
t. There is not a night-drunkard, time-ſerving, idle, 1dol- 
hepherd to be ſpoken againſt, I am the only man; and becauſe 
tis fo, and I know God will not help them, left they be proud, 
| am confident their proceſs ſhall fall aſunder. Only be ye 
teareſt with God for hearing, for an open ear, and reading of 
be biil, that he may in heaven hear both parties and judge ac- 
ordingly; and doubt not, fear not, they thall not, who now 
ile higheſt, put Chriſt out of his kingly poſſeſſion in Scotland. 
!he pride of man, and his rage, ſhall turn to the praiſe of our 
Lord. It is an old feud, that the rulers of the earth, the dra- 
jon aud his angels, have carried to the Lamb and his followers; 
Ut the followers of the Lamb ſhall overcome by the word of 
od: and believe this, and wait on a little, till they have got 
tir womb full of clay and gravel, and they ſhali know, how- 
eit ſtolen waters be ſweet, Eſau's portion is not worth his hunt- 
g. Commend me to your huſband, and fend me word how 
M m m Griflel 
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Lord: Jeſus be with your ſpirit. - | 
Anwoth. | Yours in his only, only 


Lord Jeſus, S. R 


26. For MARION MACRKNAUGHT. 
Miſtreſs, | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered.' At the deſire. of thi 
bearer, whom I love, I thought to requeſt you, if ye car 


| help his wife with your advice, for ſhe is in a moſt dangers 


and deadly-like condition; for I have thought ſhe was f. 
changed in her carriage and life this time by-paſt, and had hog 
that God would have bronght her home; and now by appear 
ance ſhe will depart this life, and leave a number of childre; 
behind her. If ye can be intreated to help her, it is a work o 
mercy.” My own wife is ſtill in exceeding great torment nigh 
and day. Pray for us, for my life was never ſo weariſome tg 
me. God hath filled me with gall and worm-wood ; but I be 
lieve, (which holds up my head above the water). It is good fo 
a man (faith the Spirit of God, Lam. iii.) that he bear th 
yoke in his youth. I do remember you: I pray you be humb 
and believe; and I intreat you in Jeſus Chriſt, pray for Joht 
Stewart and his wife, and defire your huſband to do the fam: 
Remember me heartily to Jane Brown; defire her to pray fo 
me and my wife; I do remember her. Forget not Zion. Grace 
grace upon them and peace, that pray for Zion. She is th 
ſhip we fail in to Canaan : if ſhe be broken on a rock, we vil 
be caſt over-board to ſwim to land betwixt death and life. Th 
grace of Jeſus be with your huſband and children. 

Amwoth. 3 Yours in Chriſt, 8. R 


ee 


27. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Dear ſiſter, | 
Longed much to have conferred with you at this time: 
am grieved at any thing in your houſe that grieveth you 


and ſhall, by my Lord's grace, ſuit my Lord to help yout 


bear your burden, and to come in behind you, and give you al 
vour burdens a putt up the mountain. Know you not th 
Chriſt wooeth his wife in the furnace, Ifa. xlviii. 10. Behol 
I have refined thee, but not with filver ; I have choſen thee! 
the furnace of affliction :' he caſteth his love on you, when 50 
are in the furnace of affliction : you might indeed be caſte 
down, if he brought vou in and left you tbere; but when 

leadeth you through the waters, think ve not that he bas 


ſweet {oft hand? you know his love grip already; you ſhall 


delivere 


Spiſt. . ETA 463 
delivered : wait on; Jeſus will make a road, and come and 
fetch home the captive ; you ſhall not die in priſon, for your 
ſtrokes are ſuch as were your huſband's, who was wounded in 
the houſe of his friends; ſtrokes were not new things to him, and 
neither are they to you: but your winter-night is near ſpent ; 
it is near hand the dawning; I will ſee you leap for joy: the 
kirk will be delivered ; this wilderneſs ſhall bud and grow up 
like a role ; Chriſt got a charter of Scotland from his Father, 
and who will bereave him of his heritage, or put our Redeemer 
out of his mealing, until his tack be run out ? I muſt have you 
praying for me; I am black ſhamed for evermore with Chriſt's 
goodneſs ; and in private, on the 17 and 18 of Auguſt, I got 
a full anſwer of my Lord to he a graced miniſter, and a choſen 
arrow hidden in his own quiver. But know this aflurance is 
not kept but by watching and prayer; and therefore, dear miſ- 
treſs, help me. I have gotten now, honour to my Lord, the 
gate to open the ſtore, and ſhut the bar of his door: and I 
think it eaſy to get any thing from the King by prayer, and to 
uſe holy violence with him, Chriſt was in Casfarne kirk, and 
opened the people's hearts wonderfully : Jeſus is looking up 
that water, and minting to dwell amongſt them. I would we 
could give him his welcome home to the Muirs. Now peace 
and grace be upon you and all yours. 

Anwoth, Aug. 20. 1633. Yours in Chrift, S. R. 
— — — —— — —ô——————F—V——ͤä —— + 


28, For MARION MACK NAU CHI. 


Miftreſs, | 
Y love in Chriſt remembered. I am in care and fear 
for this work of our Lord's, now near approaching, be- 
cautc of rhe danger of the time, and I dare not for my foul be 
filent z to fee my Lord's houſe burning, and not cry, Fire, fire: 
therefore qcek from our Lord wiſdom ſpiritual, not black policy, 
to ſpeak with liberty our Lord's truth. I am caſt down, and 
would fain have acceſs and preſence to the King that day, even 
howbeit I thould break up iron doors. I believe you will not 
| forget me, and you will defire Jane Brown, Thomas Carlſen, 
ad Marion Carſen to help me. Pray for well cooked meat, 
M and an heartſome Saviour with joy, crying, Welcome in my 
Father's name. I am confident Zion ſhall be well; rhe buth 
{hall burn and not conſume, for the good will of him thar 
dwelt in the buſh. But the Lord is making a fire in Jeruſa- 
lem, and purpoſeth to blow the bellows, and to melt the tin 
and braſs, and bring out a fair beautiful bride out of the furnace, 
that will be married over again upon the new Huſband, aud 
ling as in the days of her youth, when the contract of marriage: 
is written over again: but I fear the bride be hidden for a tine 
| Mm m 2 oö 
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from the dragon, that purſueth the woman with child; but 
what, bowbeit we go and lurk in the wilderneſs for a time? 


for the Lord will take his kirk to the wilderneſs, and ſpeak to ha! 
her heart. Nothing caſteth me down, but only I fear the tbe 
Lord will caſt down the ſhepherd's tents, and feed his own in a 4 
ſecret place: but let us, however matters frame, caſt over the MW ++ 


affairs of the bride upon the Bridegroom; the government is 
upon his ſhoulders, and he dow bear us all well enough: that 
fallen ftar, the prince of the bottomleſs pit, knoweth it is near 
the time when he ſhall be tormented 3; and now in his evening 
be has gathered his armies to win one battle or two, in the edge 
of the evening, at the ſun going down, And when our Lord 
has been watering his vineyards in France and Germany, and 
Bohemia, how can we think ourſelves Chriſt's ſiſter, it we be WM + 
not like him, and our other great ſiſters ? I cannot but think, 
1ecing the ends of the earth are given to Chriſt, Plalm ii. 8. and 
Scotland is the end of the earth, (and ſo we are in Chriſt's 
charter-tallie) but our Lord will keep his poſſeſſion: we fall by 
promiſe and law to Chriſt; he wan us with the ſweet of his 
brows (if I may fay fo) : his Father promiſed him his life- rent of 
Scotland. Glory, glory to our King; long may be wear his 
crown! O Lord, let us never ſee another king. O let him 
come down like rain upon the new-mown graſs. I had you in 
remembrance on Saturday in the morning laſt, in a great mea- 
ſure, and was brought thrice one end in remembrance of you in 

my prayer to God, Grace, grace be your portion. 

Anwoth, March 2. Yeurs in his ſweet Lord 

1634. SITES 


29. Fer MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Miſtroſs, | +. 4 
I love in Chriſt remembered. ' Pleaſe you underſtand, 
to my grief our communion 1s delayed till fabbath come 
eight days; for the Laird and Lady have earneſtly defired me 
to delay it, becaufe the Laird is ſick, and he fears he be not 
able to travel, becauſe he has lately taken phyſic. The Lord 
bleſs that work : commend it to God, as you love me. Forl 
love not Satan's thorns caſt in the Lord's way: The Lord re- 
buke him. I truſt in God's mercy, Satan has gotten but a de- 
lay, but no free diſcharge, that his Kingdom ſhall not be hurt. 
Commend the Laird to your God. I pray you advertiſe your 
people, that they be not diſappointed in coming here. Shew 
ſuch of them as you love in Chrift from me, that Jeſus Chriſt 
will be welcomer when he comes in, that he has ſharpened | 
their deſires for eight days ſpace.” Your daughter is well, 1 
hope, ever, way. Forget not God's kirk; they are but ef 
tards, 


ds, and not ſons and daughters, that mourn. not for Zion: 
lord hear us. No further, Jeſus Chriſt be with your ſpirit. L 
bau remember you and your new houſe. Lord Jeſus, go from 
the one houſe to the other. | POP 

Anwoth. Y qurs at all power in the Lord, 8. R. 


„err 


30. 70 MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Well. beloved Miſtreſs, G | | 
M. love in Chriſt remembered. I hear this day, your town 


is to chooſe a commiſſioner for the parliament, and I 
was written to from Edinburgh, to ſee that good men ſhould be 
choſen in your bounds ; and I have heard this day, that Robert 
Glendoning or John Ewart look to be choſen. I beſeech you 
ke this be not; the Lord's cauſe craveth other witneſſes to ſpeak 
for him than ſuch men; and therefore let it not be ſaid, that 
kirkcudbright, which is ſpoken of in this kingdom for their re- 
ligion, bath ſent their man to be a mouth, that will ſpeak a. 
winſt Chriſt, Such a time as this will not fall out once in half 
an age, I would intreat your huſband, to take it upon him; it 
z an honourable and neceſſary ſervice for Chriſt, and ſhew him 
that F wrote unto you for that effect. I fear William Glendo- 
ting hath not ſkill and authority. I am in great heavinets 
pray for me: for we muſt take our life in our hand in this ill 
time, Let us ftir up ourſelves to lay our Lord's bride, andi her 
wrongs, before our huſband and Lord, Lord Jefus be with 
our ſpirit. 

f 2 May 20. Yours in his faeet Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
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31. Fer MARION MACENAUGHT. 

Well beloved ſiſter, Pp | 
Y old and deareſt love in Chriſt remembered. Know 
that I have been viſiting wy Lady Kenmure; her child 
þ with the Lord; I intreat you viſit her; and deſire the good- 
vife of Barcaple to viſit her, and Knockbrex, if you ſee him in 
the tpwn. My Lord her huſband is abſent, and 1 think the 
vill be heavy: you know what Mr. W. Dalgleiſh and I defired 
you to deal for, at my Lord Kirkcudbright's hand. Send me 
word, if you obtained any thing at my Lord's hands, anent the 
© Wl giving up of our names to the high commiſſion ; for I hear it is 
- not for nothing that the Biſhop hath taken that courſe : our 
t. Lord knows beſt what is good for an old kirk, that is fallen 
ur rom her firſt love, and hath forgotten her Huſband, days 
fithout number: 2 trial is like to come on; but I am ſure, 
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ut N cur Huſhandman Chriſt ſhall loſe chaff, but no corn at all. Yet 
7 there is a dry wind coming, but neither to fan nor to purge. 


Happy are they, who are not blown away with the chaff; for 
ve will but ſuffer tentation for ten days; but thoſe, who are 


5, . tuitiiful 
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faithful to the death, ſhall receive the crown of life, I hear 
daily what hath 'been ſpoken of myſelf moſt unjuſt and fal. 
fly; and no marvel, the dragon, with the ſwing of his tail 
| hath made the third part of the ſtars to fall from heaven, and 
the fallen would have many to fall with them. If ever Satan 
was buſy, now when he knoweth his time is ſhort, he is buſy ; 
yet a little while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry. I know, ere it be long, the Lord ſhall come 
and rid all pleas betwixt us and his enemies: Now welcome, 
Lord Jeſus, go faſt, Send me word about Griſſel your daugh. 
ter, who I remember in Chriſt; and deſire her to caſt her. 
ſelf in his arms who was born of a woman, and, being the. An. 
cient of days, was made a young weeping Child. It was not for 
nothing that our brother Jeſus was an infant ; it was, that hg 
might pity infants of believers, who were to come out of the 
womb into the world: I believe our Lord Jeſus ſhall be waiting 
on with mercy, mercy, mercy to the end of that battle, and 
bring her through with life and peace, and a ſign of God's fa- 
vour. I will expect advertiſement from you, and eſpecially if 
you fear her. Miſtreſs, you remember what I ſaid to you, anent 
your love ta me and my brother begun in Chriſt, you know, we 
are here but ſtrangers, and you have not yet found us a dry well, 
as others have been ; be not overcome of any ſuſpicion ; I truſt 
in God, the Lord, who knit us together, ſhall keep us toge- 
ther. It is time now, that the lambs of Jeſus ſhould all run to- 
gether, when the wolf is barking at them; yet I know, ere 
God's bairns want a croſs, their love amongſt themſelves ſhall 
be a croſs; but our Lord giveth love for another end. I know 
ou will with love cover infirmities ; and our Lord give you wil- 
dom in all things: I think love bath broad ſhoulders, and wil 
bear many things, and yet neither faint, nor ſweat, nor fall un- 
der the burden. Commend me to your huſband, and dea 
Griſſel; I think on her: Lord Jeſus be in the furnace with ber 
and then ſhe will but ſmoke, and not burn. Defire Mr. Robert 
to excuſe my not ſeeing of him at his houſe; I have my ow 
reaſons therefore. Grace, mercy and peace be with you. 
Anweoth, April „ Lours in his ſaueet Lord 
| 1634. | .. Jaſus, 8. R 
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32. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Miſtreſs, | 
Y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered: I ;ntreat you, charg' 
M your foul to return to reſt, and to glorify your dearell 
Lord in believing : and know, that, for the good will of hi 
that dwelleth in the buſh, the burning kirk ſhall not be con 


- ſumed to alles : but, Deut: xxxiil. 10. Bleſhng ſhall come . 
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7 
me head of Joſeph, and upon the top of the head of him that 
vas ſeparate from his brethren :' and are not the ſaints ſeparate 
from their brethren, and fold, and hated ? for Gen. xliv. 23. 
The archers have ſorely orieved Joſeph, and ſhot at him, and 
hated him.” Ver. 24. But his bow abode in ſtrength, and the 
arms of his hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob.“ From him is the Shepherd and the ſtone of Iſ- 
rael; the ſtone of Iſrael ſhall not be broken in pieces: it is ham- 
mered upon by the children of this world, and we ſhall live, and 
not die. Our Lord hath done all this, to ſee if we will believe, 

and not give over; and I am perſuaded, you muſt of neceſſit 
ſtick by your work: the eye of Chriſt hath been upon all this 
buſineſs ; and he taketh good heed to, who is for him, and 
who is againſt him; let us do our part, as we would be appro- 
ved of Chriſt. The Son of God is near to his enemies; if they 
were not deaf, they may hear the din of his feet: and he will 
come with a ſtart, upon his weeping bairns, and take them on 
his knee, and lay their head in his boſom, and dry their watery 
eyes; and this day is faſt coming; yet a little time, and the vi- 
ſion will ſpeak, it will not tarry, Hab. ii. Theſe queſtions be- 
twixt us and our adverſaries will all be decided on yonder day, 
when the Son of God ſhall come, and rid all pleas; and it will 
be ſeen whether we or they have been for Chriſt, and who have 
been pleading for Baal: It is not known what we are now; 
but when our life ſhall appear in glory, then we ſhall ſee who 
laughs faſteſt that day; therefore we muſt poſſeſs our ſouls in 
patience, and go in to our chamber, and reſt while the indigna- 
tion be paſt : we ſhall not weep long, when our Lord ſhall take 
us up in the day that he gathereth his jewels : and Mal. ii. 16. 
They. that feared the Lord ſpoke often one to another; and 
the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him, for them that feared the Lord, and 
thought ypon his name.* And I ſhall never be of another faith, 
but our Lord is heating a furnace for the enemies of his kirk in 
Scotland. It is true, the ſpouſe of Chrift hath played the har- 
lot, and hath left her. firſt Huſband; and the enemies think they 
offend not, for we have ſinned againſt the Lord: but they ſhall 
get the devil to their thanks, the rod ſhall be caſt into the fire, 
that we may ling as in the days of our youth. My dear friend, 
therefore lay down your head upon Chriſt's breaſt : weep not, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah will ariſe. The ſun is gone. 
down upon the prophets, and our gold is become dim; and the 
Lord feedeth his people with waters of gall and worm- wood: 
yet Chriſt ſtandeth but behind the wall, his bowels are moved | 
for Scotland; he waiteth (as Iſaiah ſaith) that he may ſhew mer» 
cy. If we would go home, and take our brethren with us, 
weeping with our faces toward Zion, aſking the way 1 
war 
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ward, he would bring back our captivity: we may not think 
that God has no care of bis own honour, while men tread i 
under their fees; he will clothe himſelf with vengeince, as with 
a cloke, and appear againſt our enemies for our deliverance, 
Ye were never yet beguiled, and God will not now begin with 
you ; wreſtle ſtill with the Angel of the covenant, and you ſhall 
get the bleſſing : fight, he delighteth to be overcome by wreſt. 
ling, Commend me to Griffel ; defire her to learn to know the 
| adverfaries of the Lord, and to take them as her adverſaries; 
and to learn to know the right gate in to the Son of God: 0 
but acquaintance with the Son of God, to ſay, My Well-beloy. 
ed is mine, and I am his, is a ſweet and glorious courſe of life, 
that none know, but thoſe who are ſealed, and marked in the 
fore-head with Chriſt's mark, and the new name that Chriſt 
writeth upon his own Grace, grace and mercy be with you. 

Anwoth, Sept. 5. Yours in Chriſt, S. R. 

1634. | 
W „ f — h #4 + %# + %* ® &# 
33. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
Well-beloved miſtreſt, | 


Charge you in the name of the Son of God, to reſt upon 
your Rock, that is higher than yourſelf; be not afraid of a 
man who is a worm, nor for the Son of man who ſhall die; let 

God be your fear. Encourage your huſband. I would counſel 

to write to Edinburgh to fome adviſed lawyers, to under- 
ſtand what your hufband, as the head magiſtrate, may do in 
oppoſing any intruded miniſter, and his carriage toward thenew 
prelate, if he command him to impriſon or lay hands upon any; 
and in a word, how far he may in his office diſobey a prelate, 
without danger ot law: for if the Biſhop come to your town, 
and find rot obedience to his heart, it is like he will command 
the provoſt to affiſt him, againſt God and the truth. Ye will 


have more courage under the perfecution ; fear not, take Chriſt - 


caution, who ſaid, Luke xxi. 18. There ſhall not one hair of 
your head periſh,” Chriſt will not be in your common, to have 
you giving out any thing for him, and not give you all incomes 
with advantage : it is his honour, his ſervant ſhould not be her- 
ried and undone in his ſervice; you were never honoured till 
now : and if your huſband be the firſt magiſtrate who ſhall ſuffer 
for Chriſt's name in this perſecution, he may rejoice that Chriſt 
hath put the firſt garland upon his head, and upon yours. 
Truth will yet keep the crown of the cauſeway in Scotland 
Chriſt and truth are ſtrong enough. They judge us now, we 
ſhall one day judge them, and fit on twelve thrones, and judge 
the twelve tribes: believe, believe; for they dare not pray, 
they dare not look Chriſt in the face ; they have been w_ ” 
| ri 
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Chriſt, and he will not fit with the wrong: ye know, it i; 
not our cauſe; for if we would quit our Lord, we might ſleep 
for the preſent in a ſound ſkin, and keep our place, means and 
honour, and be dear to them alſo. But let us once put all we 
have over in Chriſt's hand: fear not for my papers, I ſhall diſ- 
patch them; but ye will be examined for them: the Spirit of 
Jeſus give you inward peace. Deſire your huſband from me to 
prove honeſt to Chriſt; he ſhall not be a loſer at Chriſt's hand. 
Anwoth, July 8. 1635. Yours ever in his ſweet 
& Lord Feſus, 8. R. 
FEE EEE EEE ESSE * % % * % % # #* ®., 
34 To MARION MACENAUGHT. 


Well. beloved ſiſter, 5 | 
love in Chriſt remembered. I hear of good news a- 
nent our kirk; but I fear that our king will not be reſiſt. 
ed, and therefore let us not be ſecure and careleſs. Ido wonder 
if this kirk come not through our Lord's fan, fince there is ſo 
nuch chaff in it; howbeit I perſuade myſelf the Son of God's 
wheat will not be blown away. Let us be patting on God's ar- 
nour, and be ſtrong in the Lord ; if the devil and Zion's enemies 
frike a hole in that armour, let our Lord ſee to that; let us 
put. it on and ſtand : we have Jeſus on our fide, and they are 
not worthy of ſuch a Captain, who would not take a blow at 
bis back. We are in fight of his colours; his banner over us 
love: look up to that white banner and ſtand; I perſuade 
jou in the Lord of victory. My brother writeth to me of your 
heavineſs, and of temptations that preſs you ſore. 1 am content 
tbe ſo; you bear about with you the marks of the Lord Jeſus : 
ſo was it with our Lord's apoſtle, when he was to come with. 
the goſpel to Macedonia, 2 Cor. vii. 5. His fleſh had no reſt, 
he was troubled on every ſide, and knew not what fide to turn 
him unto 3 without were fightings, and within were fears. In 
the great work of our redemption, your lovely, beautiful, and 
glorious Friend and Well-beloved, Jeſus, was brought to tears 
and ſtrong cries, ſo as his face was wet with tears and blood, 
wiſing from a holy fear and the weight af the curſe. Take a 
drink of the Son of God's cup, and love it the better that he 
drank of it before you; there is no poiſon init. I wonder many 
times that ever a child of God ſhould have a ſad heart, conſider- 
ing what their Lord is preparing for them. Is your mind trou- 
bled anent that buſineſs that we have in hand in Edinburgh ? 
Itruſt in my Lord, the Lord ſhall in the end give to your heart's 
deſire, even howbeit the buſineſs frame not; the Lord ſhall 
fred your ſoul, and all the hungry ſouls in that town : therefore, 
| requeſt you in the Lord, pray for a ſubmiſſive will; and pray, 
% your Lord Jeſus bids yaw, THY will be done in earth, as it is 
| nn in 
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in heaven. And let it be that your faith be brangled with temp. 
tations : believe ye that there is a tree in our Lord's garden 
that is not gften ſhaken with the wind from all the four airths 
ſurely there is none. Rebuke your ſoul, as the Lord's proph 
doth, Pſalm xlii. Why kart thou caſt down, O my ſoul! wh 
art thou diſquieted within me?“ That was the word of a man 
who was at the very over-going of of the brae and mountain: 
but God held a grip of him. Swim through your temptation 
and troubles, to be at that lovely amiable Perſon Jeſus, to whor 
your ſoul is dear: in your, temptations, run to the promiſes 
they be our Lord's branches hanging over the water, that oy 
Lord's filly half-drowned children may take a grip of them; 
you let that grip go, you will go to the ground. Are ye troy 
bled with the caſe of God's kirk, our Lord will evermore hat 
her betwixt the finking and the ſwimming ; he will have her 
going through a thouſand deaths, and through hell, as acripyl: 
woman, halting and wanting the power of her fide, Micah iy 
6, 7. that God may be her ſtaff: that broken ſhip will come 
to land, becanſe Feſus is the pilot; faint not, you ſhall fee the 
ſalvation of God; elſe fay, that God never ſpake his word þ 
my mouth; and I had rather never been born, ere it were { 
with me: but my Lord hath fealed me. I dare not deny, 
have alſo been in heavineſs ſince I came from you, fearing far 
my unthankfulneſs that | am deſerted; but the Lord will be 
kind to me, whether I will or not; I repoſe that much in hi 
rich grace, that he will be loth to change upon me. As yo 
love me, pray for me in this particular. After advifing wit 
Carletoun, I have written to Mr. David Dickſon, anent Mr 
Hugh MacKail, and defired him to write his mind to Carletoun 
and Carletoun to Edinburgh, that they may particularly re 
member Mr. Hugh to the Lord ; and I happened upon a con 
venient truſty bearer, by God's wonderful providence. No fur 
ther. I recommend you to the Lord's grace, and your hul 
band and children; the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Edinburgh. Yours in the Lord, 8. R 


A'POSTSCRIPT. 
Miftreſs, \ | 
Had not time to give my advice to your daughter Griſſe 

[| you ſhall carry my words therefore to her: ſhew her nov 
that in reſpect of her tender age, ſhe is in a manner as clea 
paper, ready to receive either good or ill; and that it were 
{weet and glorious thing for her to give herſelf up to Chriſt 
that he might write upon her his Father's name, and his os 


new name. And deſire her to acquaint herſelf with the book 


of Cod; the promiſes that our Lord writes upon his own, an 
performe!. 
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cformeth in them and for them, are contained there. I per- 
ſuade yon, when I think that ſhe is in the company of ſuch 
parents, and hath occaſion to learn Chriſt, I think Chriſt is 
vooing ber ſoul; and I pray God ſhe may not refuſe ſuch a 


nercies of God, by the wounds and blood of him who died for 
her, by the word of truth, which ſhe heareth and can read, 
by the coming of the Son of God to judge the world, that ſhe 
would fulfil your joy, and learn Chriſt, and walk in Chriſt : 


and I will promiſe to myſelf, in reſpect of the beginnings that I 
have ſeen, that ſhe ſhall give herſelf to him that gave himſelf 
for her. Let her begin at prayer; for if ſhe remember her 


in her old age. It ſhall be a part of my prayers, that this may 
he effectuate in her by him who is able to do. exceeding abun- 
dantly, to whole grace again I recommend you and her, and all 
fours. | 2 | 
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35. Fer MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Vell- beloved ſiſter, | 
Know ye have heard of the ſucceſs of our bufineſs in Edin- 
burgh : I do every preſbytery-day ſee the faces of my breth- 


les of me a hundred miles off, and have made me odious to the 


in Galloway were his informers; ' whereupon no letters of fa- 
our could be procured from him, for effectuating of our buli- 
nels: only 1 am braught in the mouths of men, who otherwiſe 
knew me not, and have power (if God ſhall permit) to harm 
ne; yet I intreat you in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, be not caſt 
down, I fear your ſorrow exceed becauſe of this; and.I am 
not ſo careful of myſelf in the matter, as for you : take courage, 
your deareſt Lord ſhall light your candle, which the wicked 
would fain blaw out: and, as ſure as our Lord liveth, your foul 
hall find joy and comfort in this buſineſs ; howbeit you fee all 
the hounds in hell let loofe to mar it; their iron chains to our 
dear mighty Lord are but ftraws which he can ealily break. Let 
voc this temptation ſtick in your throat, ſwallow it, and let it 
go down; our Lord give you a drink of the conſolations of his 
Spirit, that it may digeſt : you never knew one in God's book, 
who put to their hand to the Lord's work for his kirk, but the 
(WM vorld and Satan did bark againſt them, and bite allo where they 
had power, You will not lay one ſtone on Zion's wal!, but 
they will labour to caſt it down again. And for myſelf, the 
Lord letteth me. ſee now greater evidences of a calling to K. 
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huſband 3 and therefore I charge her, and beſeech her by the 


ſe ſhall think this the truth of God many years after this; 


Creator in the days of her youth, he will claim kindneſs to her. 


ren ſmiling upon me, but their tongues convey reproaches and 


Biſhop of St. Andrews, who ſaid to Mr. W. D. that miniſters 
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than ever he did before; and therefore pray, and poſſeſs 
ſoul in patience. Theſe that were doers in the buſineſs hays 
good hopes that it will yet go forward and proſper, As for the 
death of the king of Sweden, (which is thought to be too true 

we can do nothing elſe but reverence our Lord, who doth not 
ordinarily hold Zion on her rock by the ſword and arm of fleſh 
and blood, but by his own mighty and out-ftretched arm: her 
King, that reigneth in Zion, yet liveth ; and they are plucking 
him round about to pull him off his throne ; but bis Father 
hath crowned him, and who dare ſay, It is ill done? The Lord 
bride will be up and down, above the water ſwiming, and 
under the water ſinking, until her lovely and mighty Redeemer 
and Huſband ſet his head through theſe ſkies, and come with 
his fair court to rid all their pleas, and give them the hoped-for 
inheritance z and then we ſhall lay down our ſwords and tri- 
umph, and fight no more. But do not think for all this, that 
our Lord and Chief Shepherd will want one weak ſheep, or the 
fillieſt dying lamb that he hath redeemed ; he will tell his flock, 
and gather them all together, and make a faithful account of 
them to the Father, who gave them him ; let us now learn to 
turn our eyes off men, that our whoriſh hearts dote not on 
them, and woo our old huſband, and make him our darling; 
for, Jer. xxv. 27. Thus faith the Lord to the enemies of Zion, 
Drink ye and be drunk, and ſpew, and fall, and riſe no more, 
becauſe of the ſword that I ſend amongſt you.“ Verſe 28. And 
it ſhall be, if they refuſe to take the cup at thine hand to drink, 
then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Thus Faith the Lord of hoſts, 
Ye ſhall certainly drink.“ You ſee our Lord brewing a cup of 
poiſon for his enemies, which they muſt drink, and becaule of 
this have ſore bowels and fick ſtomachs, yea, burſt z but, Jer. 
I. 4. when Zion's captivity is at an end, The children of Iſrael 
ſhall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and 
weeping ; they ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God.“ Ver. 5. 
They ſhall aſk the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, 
ſaying, Come and let us join ourſelves ta the Lord, in an ever- 
laſting covenant that ſhall not be forgotten.“ This is ſpoken to 
15 and for us, who with wae hearts aſk, What is the way to Zion! 
It is our part, who know how to go to our Lord's door, and to 
knock by prayer, and how to lift Chriſt's flot, and ſhut the bar 
of his chamber door, to complain, and tell him how the world 
handleth us, and how our King's buſineſs goeth, that he may 
get up and lend them a blow, who are tigging and playing with 
Chriſt and his ſpouſe. Ye have alſo, dear miſtreſs, houſe-trou- 
hles, in ſickneſs of your huſband and bairns, and in ſpoiling of 
your bouſe by thieves ; take theſe rods in patience from your 
Jord: he muſt ſtill move you from veſſel to veſſel, and grind 
„oh as our Lord's wheat, to be bread in his houſe ; but when 


all 


ill theſe ſtrokes are over your head, what will you ſay to ſeg 
your Well-beloved Chriſt's white and ruddy face, even his face, 
vho is worthy to bear the colours amongſt ten thoufand, Cant, 
. Hope and believe to the end. Grace for ever more be mul- 
Wl tiplied upon you, your huſband and children. ä 

Edinburgh. Taur own, in his deareft .. 
2 | | Lord Feſus, 8. R. 

36. For MARION MACKNAUGHT, 

2 dear and well. beloved in Chrift, . 
| Am yet under trial, and have appeared before Chrift's for- 
‚ bidden lords, for a teſtimony againſt them. The Chan- 
Wl ccllor and the reſt tempted me with queſtions nothing belong- 
WH ing to my ſummons, which I wholly declined, notwithſtanding 
of his threats. My newly printed book againſt the Arminians 
vas one challenge, not lording the prelates another; the moſt 
part of the Biſhops, when I came in, locked more aſtoniſhed 
than I, and heard me with filence. Some ſpoke for me; but 
my Lord ruled it ſo, as I am filled with joy in my ſufferings, 
and I find Chriſt's croſs ſweet. What they intend againſt the 
next day, I know not. Be not fecure, but pray. Our biſhop 
of Galloway ſaid, if the commiſſion ſhould not give him his 
will of me, with an oath (he ſaid) he would write to the king. 
The Chancellor ſummoned me in judgment, to appear that day 
eight days, My Lord has brought me a' friend from the High- 
lands of Argyle, my Lord of Lorn, who hath done as much as 
was within the compaſs of his power. God gave me favour in 
his eyes. Mr. Robert Glendoning is filericed, till he accept a 
colleague. We hope to deal yet for him. Chriſt is worthy to 
be intruſted : your huſband will get an eaſy and good way of 
his buſineſs. You and I both ſhall fee the ſalvation of God u- 
pon Joſeph, ſeparate from his brethren. Grace be with you. 
Edinburgh. Yours in Chriſt, 8. R. 


37. Fer MARION MACKNAUGHT. 

Honoured and deareſt in the Lord, 

RACE, mercy and peace be to you, I am well, and my 
ſoul proſpereth; I find Chriſt with me, I burden no man, 
| want nothing; no face looketh on me, but it laugheth on me. 
Sweet, ſweet is the Lord's croſs, I overcame my heavineſs, 
My Bridegroom's love- blinks fatten my weary ſoul. 1 go to my 
King's palace at Aberdeen; tongue, and pen, and wit cannot 
expreſs my joy. Remember my love to jean Gordon, to my 


Ho ww a.” — ny yy, ww Ss 


ww 0 Ht rw . ww, w ww 


2 » 


. 1 ©S 


— 


cker Jean Brown, to Griſſel, to your huſband. This in haſte. 
Ir Grace be with you, | | 

d Edin. April 5. Yeurs in his only, 

: 1636, only Lerd Teſus, 8. R. 
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Mech is to you to believe, rejoice, ſing and triumph: 
hriſt has ſaid to me, Mercy, mercy, grace and pea 
for Marion Macknaught. a 1 re 25 
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38. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Worthy and deareſt in the Lord, „ 

Rejoice, you are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt: 
faint not, keep breath, believe, howbeit men, and huſband 
and friends prove weak, yet your ſtrength faileth not. It is 
not pride for a drowning man to grip ta the rock. It is your 
glory to lay hold on your Rock. O woman greatly beloved! 
I teſtify, and avouch it in my Lord, the prayers you ſent to 
heaven theſe many years bygane are come up before the Lord, 
and ſhall not be forgotten, What it is that will come, I cannot 
tell ; but I know, as the Lord liveth, theſe cries ſhall bring 
down mercy. Icharge you, and theſe people with you, to go 
on without fainting or fear, and ſtill believe, and take no nay. 
ſay. If ye leave off, the field is loſt; if ye continue, our ene. 
mies ſhall be like a tottering wall and a bowing fence. I write 
it, (and keep this letter) utter, utter deſolation ſhall be to your 
adverſaries, and to the haters of the virgin-daughter of Scotland, 
The bride ſhall yet ſing, as in the days of ber youth; ſalvation 
will be her walls and bulwarks, The dry olive-tree thall bud a. 
gain, and dry dead bones ſhall live; for the Lord ſhall propheſy 
to the dry bones, and the ſpirit ſhall come upon them, and we 
ſhall live. I rejoice to hear of John Carſen ; I ſhall not forget 
him. Remember me to Griſſel, and Jane Brown. Your huſ- 
band hath made me heavy; but be couragious in the Lord. I 
ſend bleſſings to Samuel and William; ſhew them, that I will 

them to ſeek God in their youth. Grace is yours. 

Aberd. July 8. . Yeurs in his ſwweet 
1635. | bord Feſus, . 
| * * * * * + * MR RX + X X X XK K X X K 
| 39. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Much honoured and deareſt in our ſweet Lord Feſus, 
4 | RACE, mercy and peace from God our Father and from 
our Lord Jeſus. I know the Lord will do for your 
town. I hear the Biſhop is afraid to come amongſt you; 
for ſo it is ſpoken in this town, and many here rejoice now 
to pen a ſupplication to the council, for bringing me home 
to my place, and for repairing other wrongs done in the 
country; and ſee if you can procure that three or four hundred 


iu the country, noblemen, gentlemen, countrymen and citizens 
{ub'cribe 
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ſubſcribe it; the more the better. It may be it afftight the 
Biſhop, and by law no advantage can be taken againſt you for it. 
1 have not time to write to Carletoun and Knockbrex; but I 
would you did ſpeak them in it, and let them adviſe with Carletoun. 
Mr. A. thinketh well of it, and I think others ſhall approve it. 
Jam ſtill in good caſe with Chriſt, my court is no leſs than it 
was, the door of the Bridegroom's houſe of wine is open, when 
ſuch a poor ſtranger as I come athort. I change, but Chriſt a- 
bideth {till the ſame. They have put out my one poor eye, my 
only joy, to preach Chriſt, and to go errands betwixt him and 
his bride. What my Lord wili do with me, I know not; it is 
like I ſhall not winter in Aberdeen, but where it ſhall be elſe, 
I know not. There are ſome bloſſomings of Chriſt's kingdom 
in this town, and the ſmoke is riſing, and the miniſters are ra- 
ging; but I love a rumbling and roaring devil beſt. I befeech 
you in the Lord, my dear fifter, wait for the ſalvation of God. 
Slack not your hands in meeting to pray, fear not fleſh and 
blood; we have been all over-feared, and that gave lowns the 
confidence to ſhut me out of Galloway. Remember my love to 
John Carſen, and Mr. John Brown; I never could get my love 
of that man; I think Chriſt hath ſomething to do with him. 
Deſire your huſband from me, not to think ill of Chriſt for 
his croſs : many miſken Chriſt, becauſe he hath the croſs on his 
back; but he will cauſe us all laugh yet. I beſeech you, as ye 
would do any thing for me, remember my Lady Marſhall to 
God, and her ſon the Earl of Marſhall, eſpecially her Chriſtian 
daughter, my Lady Pitfligo. I ſhall go to death with it, that 
Chriſt will return again to Scotland, with ſalvation in his wings, 
and to Galloway. Grace be with you. ; 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Yours in his feet Lord 
1637. Feſus, 8. R. 
ee 


40. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Zech. xii. 3. And in that day I will make Feruſalem a burden- 
ſome ſtone for all the people; all that burden themſelves with it 
Hall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together againfl it. 

Well. beloved ſiſter, 
Have been ſparing to write to you, becauſe T was heavy at 
the proceedings of our late parliament, where law ſhould 
have been: they would not give our Lord Jeſus fair law and 
juſtice, nor the benefit of the houſe, to hear either the juſt 
grievances, or the humble ſupplications of the ſervants of God: 
nothing reſts, but that welay our grievances before our crowned 

King Jeſus, who reigns in Zion. And howbeit it be true, that 

the acts of Perth aſſembly for conformity are eſtabliſhed, bo 
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MI charge is to you to believe, rejoice, ſing and triumph: 
Chriſt has ſaid to me, Mercy, mercy, grace and peace, 
for Marion Macknaught, b 
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38. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Worthy and deareſt in the Lord, | 
Rejoice, you are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt: 
faint not, keep breath, believe, howbeit men, and huſband 
and friends prove weak, yet your ſtrength faileth not, It is 
not pride for a drowning man to grip ta the rock. It is your 
glory to lay hold on your Rock. O woman greatly beloved! 
I teſtify, and avouch it in my Lord, the prayers you ſent to 
heaven theſe many years bygane are come up before the Lord, 
and ſhall not be forgotten. What it is that will come, I cannot 
tell; but I know, as the Lord liveth, theſe cries ſhall bring 
down mercy. Icharge you, and theſe people with you, to go 
on without fainting or fear, and ſtill believe, and take no nay. 
ſay. If ye leave off, the field is loſt; if ye continue, our ene. 
mies ſhall be like a tottering wall and a bowing fence. I write 
it, (and keep this letter) utter, utter deſolation ſhall be to your 
adverſaries, and to the haters of the virgin-daughter of Scotland, 
The bride ſhall yet ſing, as in the days of ber youth; ſalvation 
will be her walls and bulwarks. The dry olive-tree thall bud a- 
gain, and dry dead bones ſhall live; for the Lord ſhall propheſy 
to the dry bones, and the ſpirit ſhall come upon them, and we 
ſhall live. I rejoice to hear of John Carſen; I ſhall not forget 
him. Remember me to Griſſel, and Jane Brown. Your hul- 
band hath made me heavy; but be couragious in the Lord. I 
ſend bleſſings to Samuel and William; ſhew them, that I will 
them to ſeek God in their youth. Grace is yours. | 
Aberd. Fuly 8. Tours in his feeet 
1635. Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
+ * * + * + * R R R X X + * K * X X X #® 
39. Fer MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Much honoured and deareſt in our ſweet Lord Feſus, 

RACE, mercy and peace from God our Father and from 

our Lord Jeſus. I know the Lord will do for your 
town. I hear the Biſhop is afraid to come amongſt you; 
for ſo it is ſpoken in this town, and many here rejoice now 
to pen a ſupplication to the council, for bringing me home 
to my place, and for repairing other wrongs done in the 
country; and ſee if you can procure that three or four hundred 


in the country, noblemen, gentiemen, countrymen and citizens 
{ub'cribe 
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ſubſcribe it; the more the better. It may be it afftight the 
Biſhop, and by law no advantage can be taken againſt you for it. 
I have not time to write to Carletoun and Knockbrex; but I 
would you did ſpeak them in it, and let them adviſe with Carletoun. 
Mr. A. thinketh well of it, and I think others ſhall approve it. 
Jam ſtill in good caſe with Chriſt, my court is no leſs than it 
was, the door of the Bridegroom's houſe of wine is open, when 
ſuch a poor ſtranger as I come athort. I change, but Chriſt a- 
bideth {till the ſame. They have put out my one poor eye, my 
only joy, to preach Chriſt, and to go errands betwixt him and 
his bride. What my Lord wili do with me, I know not; it is 
like I ſhall not winter in Aberdeen, but where it ſhall be elſe, 
I know not. There are ſome bloſſomings of Chriſt's kingdom 
in this town, and the ſmoke is rifing, and the miniſters are ra- 
ging; but I love a rumbling and roaring devil beſt. I beſeech 
you in the Lord, my dear fiſter, wait for the ſalvation of God. 
Slack not your hands in meeting to pray, fear not fleſh and 
blood; we have been all over-feared, and that gave lowns the 
confidence to ſhut me out of Galloway. Remember my love to 
John Carſen, and Mr. John Brown; I never could get my love 
off that man; I think Chriſt hath ſomething to do with him. 
Deſire your huſband from me, not to think ill of Chriſt for 
his croſs : many miſken Chriſt, becauſe he hath the croſs on his 
back; but he will cauſe us all laugh yet. I beſeech you, as ye 
would do any thing for me, remember my Lady Marſhall to 
God, and her ſon the Earl of Marſhall, eſpecially her Chriſtian 
daughter, my Lady Pitfligo. I ſhall go to death with it, that 
Chriſt will return again to Scotland, with ſalvation in his wings, 
and to Galloway. Grace be wirh you. : 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord 


1637. Feſus, S. R. 
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40. To MARION MACKNAUGHT. 


Zech. xii. 3. And in that day 1 will make Jeruſalem a burden- 
ſome ſtone for all the people; all that burden themſelves with it 
Hall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered 
together againfl it. 

Pell. beloved ſiſter, 


Have been ſparing to write to you, becauſe I was heavy at 
the proceedings of our late parliament, where law ſhould 
have been : they would not give our Lord Jeſus fair law and 
Juſtice, nor the benefit of the houſe, to hear either the juſt 
grievances, or the humble ſupplications of the ſervants of God : 
nothing reſts, but that welay our grievances before our crowned 
King Jeſus, who reigns in Zion. And howbeit it be true, that 
the acts of Perth aſſembly for conformity are eſtabliſhed, and 


the 
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the King's power to impoſe the ſurplice, and other maſs. ap 

upon miniſters, be confirmed; yet what men conclude is ng 
ſcripture : kings have ſhort arms to overturn Chriſt's thron, 
and our Lord hath been walking and ftandirig upon his feet x 
this parliament, when fifteen Earls and Lor 4 and forty. four 
commiſſioners and burrows, with ſome Baroiss, have voted for 
our kirk, in face of a king, who, with mucli awe and terror, 
with his own hand wrote up the voters for or againſt hin. 
ſelf. Long before this, in the ſecond Pſalm, the ends of the 
earth, Scotland and England, were gifted of the Father to his 
Son Chriſt z and that is an old act of parliameiat, decreed by our 
Lord, and printed four thouſand years ago: their acts are but 
yet printing. The firſt act ſhall ftand, let the? potentates of the 
world, who love Chriſt's room better than hir nſelf, rage as they 
pleaſe. Though the mountains be carried in to the midſt of the 
ſea, yet there is a river that cometh out of the ſanctuary, and the 
ſtreams of it refreſh the city of God: that Well is not yet cried 
down in Scotland, nor can it dry up; therefore ſtill believe, 
and truſt in God's ſalvation. If you knew t]he whole proceed- 
ings, it is the Lord's mercy that matters have: gone at our par- 
liament as they have gone. The Lord Jeſus, in our king's ears, 
to his great provocation and grief, hath gotteza many witneſſes; 
and we faw in all, the Son of God overturnin g their policy, and 
making the world know how well he loveth this poor ſun-burnt 
bride in Scotland: the Lord liveth, and blefizd be the God of WI” 
our ſalvation. For the matter betwixt your Huſband and C. 1 
truſt in God it ſhall be removed; it hath girieved me exceed: WI” 
ingly. I have dealt with Carletoun, and ſhaill deal; put it of . 
yourſelf upon the Lord, that it. burden you mot. I have heard 
of your daughter's marriage; I pray the Lord Jeſus to ſubſeribe 
the contract, and be at the banquet, as he was at the marriage 
in Cana of Galilee : ſhew her from me, that though it be true 
that God's children have prayed for her, yet the promiſe of God 
is made to her prayers and faith eſpecially; and.therefore I would 
intreat her to ſcek the Lord to be at the wedding : let her give 
Chriſt the love of her virginity and eſpouſals, and chooſe him 
firſt as her Huſband, and that match ſhall bleſs the other. It 
is a new world ſhe entereth into, and therefore hath need of new 
acquaintance with the Son of God, and of a renewing of her 
love to him, whoſe love is better than wine, 1 Cor. vii. 29. 
The time is ſhort : let the married be as though they were not 
married ;* ver. 30. * They that weep, as though they weeped 
not; they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; they that 
buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; ver. 31. They that uſe 
this world, as though they uſed it not : for the faſhion of the 
world paſſeth away.” Grace, grace be her portion from the 


Lord. I know you have a care on you of it, that all be gee 
| | ut 
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but let Chriſt bear all, you need not pity him, (if I may ſay ſo) 
ut him to it, he is ſtrong enough. The Spirit of the Lord Je- 
us be with you. | N MI I we) ALY 2 
Aberdeen. 4 Yonr friend in his degreft Friend 
; f | Chrift Jeſus, 8. R. 
AC S ODDO IE IDOL C 
41. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. 
My dear aud well- beloved ſiſter, a 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I am well, honour 
to God. | have been before a court ſet up within me of 
errors and challenges; but my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath taken the 
aſk off his face, and ſaid, Kifs thy fill; and I will not ſmo- 
ther nor conceal my King Jeſus his kindneſs: he bath broken 
in upom the poor priſoner's ſoul, like the ſwelling of Jordan: I 
m bank and brim-full, a great high ſpring-tide of the confola- 
tions of Chriſt hath overflowed me. I would not give my weep- 
ing for the fourteen prelates laughter : they have ſent me here 
to feaſt with my King; his ſpikenard caſteth a ſweet ſmell. 
The Bridegroom's love hath run away with my heart: O love, 
ove, love] O ſweet are my royal King's chains ! I care not for 
fre nor torture: how ſweet were it to ſwim the falt ſea for my 
new Lover, my ſecond Huſband, my firſt Lord! I charge you 
in the name of God, not to fear the wild beaſts that entered in- 
to the vineyard of the Lord of hoſts : the falſe prophet is the 
tall; God ſhall cut the tail from Scotland. Take your comfort, 
and droop not, deſpond not : pray for my poor flock; I would 
take a penance on my ſoul for their ſalvation. I fear the en- 
tering of a hireling upon my labours there, cut off my life with 
lorrow : there I wreſtled with the angel, and prevailed ; woods, 
trees, meadows, and hills are my witneſſes. I drew on a fair 
meeting betwixt Chriſt and Anwoth, My love to your huſband, 
to dear Cartetoun, to my beloved brother Knockbrex; forget 
not Chriſt's priſoner ; I long for a letter under your own hand. 
Aberd. Nov. 22. Your friend and Chris 
priſoner, S. R. 


- N , * % s © ” 
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42. To MARION MAGKNAUGHT. 


My dearly beloved ſiſter, 2 
RACE mercy and peace be to you. I complain tbat Gal- 
loway'is not kind to me in paper; I have received no let- 
ters theſe ſixteen weeks, but two. I am well; my prifon is a 
palace to me, and Chriſt's banqueting-hauſe. My Lord Jeſus 
s as kind as they call him: oh that all Scotland knew my caſe, 
nd had part of my feaſt ! I charge you, in the name of God, I 
charge you to believe; fear not the ſons of men, the worms 
O O o Mall 
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ſhall eat them. To pray and believe now, when Chriſt ſeem ! 
to give a nay- ſay, is more than it was before: die believing, die” 
and Chriſt's promiſe in your hand. I defire, I requeſt; 1 charge { 
your huſband, and that town to ſtand for the truth. of the vol. t 
pel: contend with Chriſt's enemies; and I pray you ſhew aj” 
prongs you know, my caſe: help me to praiſe. The miniſter M'* 
ere envy me; they will have my priſon changed. My mother 0 
hath born me a man of contention, and one that ſtriveth with 
the whole earth. Remember my love to your huſband. Gral 
be with you. wo | | IAA 
Aberd. Jan. 3. 05 Toner in the MM? 
1637. | 2 Tord, S8. RM” 
_—=c—  — —  _-—_—_ 


43. For MARION MACKNAUGHT. - + 


Loving and dear ſißter, . Is 1 8 5 
RACE, mercy and peace be to you. Your letter kath re- 
freſhed my ſoul : you ſhall not have my advice to mak 
haſte to go out of that town; for if you remove out of Kirk. 


cudbright, they will eafily undo all: you are God's work, an 4 
and in his way there; be ſtrong in the Lord; the devil is we. 
er than you are; becauſe ſtronger is he that is in you, than hel, 
that is in the world. Your care of, and love ſhewed toward ; 
me, now a priſoner of Chriſt, is laid up for you in heaven, and 
you ſhall know, that it is come up in remembrance before Gol, 


Pray, pray for my deſolate flock, and give them your counſe 
when you meet with any of them. It thall be my grief to hear 
that a wolf enter upon my labours; but if the Lord permit it 
J muſt be ſilent: my ſky will clear; for Chriſt layeth my head in 
his boſom, and admitteth me to lean there. I never knew before 
what his love was in ſuch a meaſure; if he leave me, he leaves me 
in pain, and ſick of love; and yet my ſickneſs is my life and health 
I have a fire within me, I defy all the devils in hell, and all the 
prelates in Scotland to caſt water on it. I rejoice at your cou 


rage and faith: pray ſſtill, as if I were on my journey to come | 
and be your paſtor. What iron-gates or bars are able to ſtand t 
it out againſt Chriſt ? for when he bloweth, they open to bin © 


I remember your huſband. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 11, Tours in his ſaueet Lord t. 
1637. Feſus, 8. R 
— — — — - r —— — — — 
44. For GRISSEL FULLERTON. 
Miſlreſs, 1 | 
Emembering well what relation I had to your (now blel 
& led and perfected with glory) dear mother, and being 
co1ndent yourſelf looks that way, which (except I be eternal) 
loſt) is the way of peace and of life; I ſhould be 9 " 
| | orge 


My forget thoſe whom, by the covenant of the Lord, I cannot but 
lie remember to God. I will ſpeak nothing of you of the preſent. 


ſad differences; but if 1 have, or ever had any nearneſs to God, 
that other way, which I truſt I ſhall never follow, is the way of 


look for more: God hath a controverſy with them: and my 
ſoul enter not their ſecrets. Only I ſhould beſeech, requeſt, 
and obteſt you in the Lord, and by your appearance before 
Chriſt, follow the way of the Lord, and the ſteps trode by the 


power. My heart is filled with ſorrow, conſidering what com- 
munion with God ſome of the country had, and how much they 
were in edifying and helping one another in his way, and how 
lttle of that there is now in that country. Your mother keep- 
ed in life in that place, and quickened many about her to the 
ſeeking of God. My deſire to you is, that ye would ſucceed her 
in that way, and be letting a word fall to your brethren and o- 


you will have need of it ere it belong. See how you may have a 
gracious miniſter, no neutral there, to ſucceed and follow the 
ſervant of God, now aſleep in the Lord. There is a great and 
vide difference between a name of godlineſs, and the power of 
godlineſs; that is hotteſt, when there are feweſt witnefles. 
The deadneſs upon many, and the defection of the land, is 
great; bleſſed are they who ſeek the Lord and his face. I thall 
intreat you to remember me to your huſband, and all friends: 
[deſire to forget none, who are in Chriſt. 

Edin. March 14. 1653. Your brother in tle Lord, S. R. 


On Or rere reer 


f 45. To a Gentlewoman. 
Miſtreſs, 
Bcſeech you, have me excuſed, if the daily employments of 


wiſh z for I dare not go abroad, fnce many of my people are 
el dk, and the time of our communion draws near: but frequent 
nd the company of your worthy and honeſt-hearted paſtor Mr. Ro- 
ml bert, to whom the Lord hath given the tongue of the learned, 
to miniſter a word in due ſeaſon to the weary, Remember me 
to him, and to your huſband. The Lord Jeſus be with hour 


RY ſpirit. 
| Your affefionate friend, S. R. 
H +++ 4++++p+-++— +++ +++ + +++ ++ +++ ++ 


46. For WILLIAM -FULLER TON, Prov of 


{ Kirkeudbrig ht. 
nal 1!nch honoured and very dear friend, 
Im {* RACE, mercy and peace be to you. I am in good caſe, 
tc bleſſed be the Lord, remaining here in this unconth 
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man. And for the preſent powers, I ſuffer from them, and 


gracious in that place, which the Lord followed with life and 


thers, that may encourage them to look toward the way of God, 


my calling ſhall hinder me to ſee you, according as I would 
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town, a priſoner for Chriſt and his truth; and I am not a. 
ſhamed of his croſs, my ſoul is comforted with the eonſolations 
of his ſweet preſence, for whom I ſuffer. I earneſtly intreat 
you, fo give honour and authority to Chrift, and for Chriſt; 
and be not diſmayed for fleſh and blood, while you are for the 
Lord, and for his truth and cauſe. And howbeit we ſee truth 
put to the worſe for the time; yet Chriſt will be a friend to 
truth, and will do for thoſe, who dare hazard all that they hare 
for him, and for his glory. Sir, our fair day is coming, and 
the court will change, and wicked men will weep afternoon, 
and ſorer than the ſons of God, who weep in the morning. Let 
us believe and hope for God's ſalvation. Sir, 1 hope, I need 
not write to you, for your kindneſs and love to my brother, 
who is now to be diſtreſſed for the truth of God, as well as | 
am. I think myſelf obliged to pray for you, and your worthy 
and kind bed-fellow and children, for your love to him and 
me alſo. I hope your pains for us, in Chriſt, ſhall not be loft, 
Thus, recommending you to the tender mercy and loving kind. 

neſs of God, I reſt | 55 
Aberd. Sept. 21. Your very loving and affeFionate 
1636. | brother, 8. R. 
Hnr. 

| For the right honourable, my Lady Viſtounteſs 0 

47 2 KENMURE ” * 7 

Madam, | 


CGH mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. I long te 
hear from you, and that dear child ; and for that cauſe 
I trouble you with letters. I am for the prefent thinking the 
ſparrows and the ſwallows, that build their neſts in Anwoth 

blefſed birds. The Lord hath made all my congregation deſo 

late. Alas, I am oft at this, Shew me wherefore thou con 
tendeſt with me? O eartb, earth, cover not the violence dont 

to me. I know it is my faithful jealouſy in this my dark night 

to take a friend for a foe ; yet bath not my Lord made any ple 

with me. I chide with him, but he giveth me fair words: ſee 
« ing my fins and the ſins of my youth 3 ſtrokes, how an 
I obliged to my Lord, who amongſt many croſſes bath given m 
a wailed and choſen croſs, to ſuffer for the name of my Lor 

Jeſus ? Since I muſt have chains, he would put golden chai 

on me, watered over with many conſolations : ſeeing I mu 

have ſorrow (for L ſinned, O Preſerver of mankind) he hat! 

wailed out for me joyful ſorrow, honeſt, ſpiritual and gloriou 
forrow. My croſſes come through mercy and love's fingers 

from the kind heart of a Brother, Chriſt my Lord; and there 

{ure muſt be ſweet and ſugared. O what am 1! ſuch a lamp 

ſuch a rotten maſs of ſin, to be counted a bairn worthy to 

uvricrcd a: d ſtricken with the beſt and moſt honourable rod! 


m 
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my Father's houſe, the golden rod, wherewith my eldeſt Bro- 
ther, the Lord, heir of the inheritance, and his faithful wit- 
neſſes were ſtricken withal, It would be thought, I ſhould be 
thankful and rejoice z but my. beholders and lovers in Chriſt 
have eyes of fleſh, and have made my one to be ten; and I am 
ſomebody in their books: my witneſs is above, there are armies 
of thoughts within me ſaying the contrary, and laughing at their 
wide miſtake, If my inner-ſide, were ſeen, my dung would 
ſtink; 1 would loſe and forfeit love and reſpe& at the hands of 
any that love God; pity would come in the place of theſe, O 
if they would yet ſee me lower, and my Well-beloved Chriſt 
higher | I would I had grace and ſtrength of my Lord, to be 
joyful and contentedly glad and chearful, that God's glory might 
W ride, and openly triumph before the view of men, angels, de- 
vils, earth, heaven, hell, fun, moon, and all God's creatures, 
WW upon my pain and fufferings ; providing always I felt not the 
Lord's hatred and diſpleaſure. But I fear his fair glory be but 
foiled in coming through ſuch a foul creature as I am. If I 
could be the ſinleſs matter of glorifying Chriſt, howbeit to my 
loſs, pain, ſufferings, and extremity of wretchedneſs, how would 
my foul rejoice ! but I am far, far from this: he knoweth, his 
love hath made me a priſoner, and bound me hand and foot ; 
but it is my pain, that I cannot win looſe, nor get looſe hands, 
and a looſed heart, to do ſervice to my Lord Jeſus, and to ſpeak 
his love. I confeſs, I have neither tongue nor pen to do it. 
Chriſt's love is more than my praiſes, and above the thoughts of 


the angel Gabriel, and all the mighty hoſts that ſtand before the 
bel throne of God. I think ſhame, I am fad and caſten down to 
th 


think, that my foul tongue, and my polluted heart, ſhould 
come in to help others to ſing aloud the praiſes of the love of 
on Chriſt; all 1 now do, is to wiſh the quire to grow throng, and 
ond to grow in the extolling of Chriſt, Wo, wo is me, for m 
guiltineſs is ſeen to few; my hidden wounds, ſtill bleeding with- 
in me, are before the eyes of no man; but if my ſweeteſt Lord 
Jeſus were not ſtill breathing, waſhing, balming, healing, and 
binding them up, they ſhould rot, and break out to my ſhame. [ 
uu know not what ſhall be the end of my ſuffering : I have but ſeen 
or the one ſide of my croſs ; what will be the other ſide he know- 
eth, who hath his fire in Zion. Let him lead me, if it were 
mull through hell. I thank my Lord, my on-waiting and holding 
bai my peace as I do, to fee what more Chriſt will do to me, is my 
rioußz joy. Oh, if my eaſe, joy, pleafure for evermore, were laid in 
ger wadſet, and in pledge to buy praiſes to Chriſt ! But far am I from 
this. It is eaſy for a poor ſoul, in the deep debt of Chriſt's love, 
umi to ſpit farther than he does leap or jump, and to feed upon broad 
to Vil viſhes that Chriſt may be honoured ; but in performance 1 am 
i ſterk nougbt. I have nothing, nothing to give Chriſt but po- 


verty; 
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verty 3 except he would compriſe and arreſt my ſoul, and my 
love (Ok, Oh if he would do that !), 1 have nothing for him. 
He may indeed ſeize upon a dyvour's perſon, ſoul and body; but he 
hath no goods for Chriſt to meddle with: but how glad mould my 
ſoul be, if he would forfeit my love, and never give me it again. 
Madam, I would be glad to hear that Chriſt's claim to you were 
ſtill the more, and that you were ſtill going forward, and that 
you were nearer him. I do not honour Cnrilt myſelf, but I 
wiſh all others to make ſale to Chriſt's houſe ; I would I could 
invite you to go into your Well-beloved's houſe of wine, and 
that upon my word, you would then ſee a new myſtery of love 
in Chriſt you never ſaw before. I am ſomewhat encouraged 
that your Ladyſhip is not dry and cold to Chriſt's priſoner, as 
ſome are : I hope it is put up in my Maſter's count-book. I am 
not much grieved, that my jealous huſband break in pieces my 
idols, that either they dare not, or will not do for me. My Maſ. 
ter needeth not their help, but they need to be that ſerviceable 
as to help him. Madam, I have been that bold as to put you, 
and that ſweet child, in the prayers of Mr. Andrew Cant, Mr. 
James Martin, the Lady Leyes, and ſome others in this coun- 
try that truly love Chriſt : be pleaſed to let mie hear how the 
child is. The bleflings that came upon the head of Jofeph, and 
the top of the head of him who was ſeparated from his breth- 
ren, and the good-will of him who dwelt in the buth, be ſeen 
upon him and you. Madam, I can ſay, by ſome little experi- 
ence, more now than before of Chriſt to you. I am ſtill upon 
this, that if you ſeek, there is a poſe, a hidden treaſure and a 
gold mine in Chriſt, you never yet ſaw; then come and fee. 
Thus, recommending you to God's deareſt mercy, I reſt 
Yo our own in his ſaveet Lord Feſus, 
at all obeflience, S. R. 


P. 8. MY Lady Marſhall ; is my kind to me, and yy 
ſon alſo. 


Aberdeen, June 17. 1637. 
r e Wo oa 
48. For the right honourable, my OY Vi dns # of 
KENMURE. 


. Ay very noble and dear Lady, 


RACE, mercy and peace be to you. The Lord hath 

brought me ſafely to Aberdeen: I have got lodging in 
the hearts of all I meet with; no face that hath not ſmiled upon 
me; only the indwellers of this cown are dry, cold, and gene— 
ral; they conſiſt of Papiſts, aud men of Galliv's metal, firm in 


* NY 


t 


* 
990 


no religion; and it is counted no wiſdom here to countenance 
a confined and ſilenced mĩniſter: but the ſhame of Chriſt's croſs 
ſhall not be my ſhame. Queensberry's attempt ſeemeth to ſleep, 
becauſe the Biſhop of Galloway was pleaſed to ſay to the Trea- 
ſurer; I had committed treaſon; which word blunted the Trea- 
ſurer's borrowed zeal. So I thank God, who will not have 
me to anchor my ſoul upon falſe ground, or upon fleſh and 
blood; it is better it be faſtened within the vail. I find my 
old challenges reviving again, and my love often jealous of 
Chriſt's love, when I look upon my own guiltineſs : and I verily 


think, the world hath too ſoft an opinion of the gate to heaven, 


and that many ſhall get a blind and fad beguile for heaven; 
for there is more ado than a cold and frozen, Lord, Lord: it 
muſt be a way narrower and ſtraiter than we conceive, for the 
righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. It were good to take a more 
judicious view of Chriſtianity ; for J have been doubting, if ever 
I knew any more of Chriſtianity than the letters of the name. 
| will not lie on my Lord: I fiud often much joy, and unſpeak- 
able comfort, in his ſweet preſence, who ſent me hither ; and 
| truſt this houſe of my pilgrimage ſhall be my palace, my gar- 


den of delights; and that Chriſt will be kind to poor ſold: Jo- 


ſeph, who is feparated from his brethren. I would be ſome- 
times too bot, and too joyful, if the heart-breaks at the re- 
membrance of ſin, and fair, fair feaſt-days with King Jeſus, 
did not cool me, and ſour my ſweet joys. Oh! how ſweet is 
the love of Chriſt ! and how wife is that love ! But let faith 
friſt and truſt a while : it is no reaſon ſons offend, that the fa- 
ther giveth them only twice a- year hire, as he doth to hired ſer- 


vants; better God's heirs live upon hope than upon hire. Ma- 
dam, your Ladyſhip knoweth what Chriſt hath done, to have. 


all your love; and that he alloweth not his love upon your dear 
child. Keep good quarters with Chriſt in your love. I verily 
think, Chriſt hath faid, I muſt needs force have Jane Campbell 
for myſelf: and he hath laid many oars in the water, to fiſh 
and hunt home over your heart to heaven: let him have his 
prey; he will think you well won, when he hath gotten you. 
It is good to have recourſe often, and to have the door open to 
our ſtrong hold; for the ſword of the Lord, the ſword of the 
Lord is for Scotland ; and yet two or three berries ſhall be left 
in the top of the olive-tree. If a word can do my brother good 
in his diſtreſs, I know your Ladyſhip will be willing and ready to 
ſpeak, and more alſo. Now the only wiſe God, and your only, 


only One, he who dwelt in the buſh, be with you. I write 


many kiſſes and many bleſſings in Chriſt to your chi:d; the 

bleflings of his Father's God, the bleſſings due to the fatherleis 

and the widow be yours and his. 
Aberdeen. Tour Ladyſhip's in his only 

| only Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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P. 8. Madam, Be pleaſed; at a-fit time, to try my Lord 
of Lorn his mind, if his Lordſhip would be pleaſed, that I de. 
dicate another work againſt the Arminians to his. honourable 
name : for howbeit I would compare no patron to his Lordſhip; 
and though I have ſufficient experience of his love; yet it i 
poſſible, his Lordſhip think it not expedient . at this time: but 
4 expect your Ladyſhip's anſwer, and I hope * Ladyihip vill 
e plain. * 


Mr. RUTHERFOORD's 27 0 


eee 1 | 


ag. For the right bondurable, my Lady BOYD. 


Madam, 


Doubt not but the debt of many, more than ordinary; fa. 

I yours to this land layeth guiltineſs upon this nation: the 

ord bath put us in his books as afavonred-people, in the fight 
of the nations; but we pay not to him the rent of the vineyard ; 
and we might have had a goſpel at an eaſier rate than this gol. 
pel ; but it ſhould have had but as much life as ink and paper 
hath : we ftand obliged to bim, who hath in a manner forced 
his love on us, 2 hut love us —_— our will. 1141 

Anent read prayers; Madam, I could never fee precept, pro- 
miſe, or practice for them in God's word; our church never 
allowed them, but men toqk them up at their on choice: the 
word of God maketh reading, 1 Tim. iv, 13: and praying, 1 
"hel. v. 17. two different worſhips. In reading, God ſpeak- 
eth to us, 2 Kings xxii. 10, 11. in praying, we ſpeak to God, 
Pfalm xxii. 2. Pſalm xxviii. 1. I had never faith to think well 
olf them; in my weak judgment, it were good they were out of 
the ſervice of Cod; I cannot think them a fruit or effect of the 
ſpirit of adoption, feeing the uſer cannot ſay of ſuch prayers, 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, my Strength and Redeem- 
er; which the ſervants of God r to ſay of their prayers, 


Pſalm xix. 14. For ſuch prayers are meditations ſet down in 


per and ink, and cannot be his heart-meditations who uſeth 
them: the ſaints never uſed them, and God never commanded 
mem; and a promiſe'to hear any prayers, except the pouring 
out of the ſoul to God, we can never read. As for ſeparation 
from a worſhip' for ſome errors of a church, the independency 


of ſingle congregations, a church of viſible ſaints, and other 


tenets of Browniſts, they are contrary to God's word. I have 
a treatiſe at the preſs at London againſt theſe conceits, as things 
which want God's word to warrant them; the Lord lay it not 


to their charge, who depart from the covenant of God with 


this land, to follow ſuch lying vanities. 
I did ſee lately your daughter the Lady Ardroſs ; the Lord 


bath 


Reik. r. ET © A 7 | 
bath gi iven her A chill and deſlveragee. 2 recammen ding. | ? 
yur fa e the rich grace of Chtiff, ret 


St. Andy 975 ours, at all PeſpeRiiee obſervance \ 
nn Chrif, 8. R. 
e de ü 
o To JOHN HENDERSON in Ab. th mY 5 


"Loki por, 8 21115 | 
Earneſtly defire your Falvation. SP the, Loid; lad ſeek. 
| Chriſt ; you have 2 foul that can die; fee for a lodging for 
your poor foul : for that houſe of clay will fall; 3 heaven or no- 
thing, either Chriſt or notbing. Ufe prayer in your. honſe, 
and ſet your thoughts often upon death and judgment; it is 
dangerous to be looſe in the matter of your ſalvat ibn; few are 
ſared; men go to heaven in one's and two's, and the whole - 
world lieths in fin. Love your enemies, and ſtand by the trutli 
have taught you in all things. Fear not men; but let God be 
your fear: your time will not be long; make the feeking of 
Chriſt your daily taſk ; ye may, when ye are in the fields, ſpeak 
to God: ſeek a broken. heart for fin z for without that there 
is no meeting with Chriſt. 1 ſpeak this to your wife; as well as 
toyourſelf.. I defire your fiſter, in her fears and doubtings, to 
faſten her grips.on Chriſt's love; I forbid her to doubt, for 
Chriſt loves her, and hath ber name written in his book z her 
ſalvation is faſt coming: Chrift her Lord is not ſlow in coming, 
nor flack in his promiſe. Grace be with you. DI 
Aberdeen. „ { Your loving 
b " paſtor, S. R. 5 
| A e 


.. Te AEG MURRAY's H 


I very dear and worthy Her, ebay an. 

Ogre truly bleſſed in the Lord howeyer a Thr world 

gloom and frown on you, if ye continue in the faith, ſet- 
tled and grounded, and be not moved away from the bope of 
the goſpel. Is is good there is a heaven, and it is not a night- 
dream and a fancy: it is a wonder that men deny not there is a 
heaven, as they deny there is any way to it, but of men's' mak- 
ing. You have learned of Chriſt that there is a heaven; con- 
tend for it, and for Chriſt :- bear well and ſubmiſſively the hard 
thruſt of this ſtep-mother world, which God will not have to be 
yours, I confeſs it is hard, and would to God 1 were able to 
lighten you of your burden ; but believe me, this world, wbich 
the Lord will not have to de yours, is but the drofs, refuſe, 
and ſcum of God's creation; the portion of the Lord's pobr 
bired ſervants,” the moveables, not the heritage; a hard bone 
caſt to the dogs, holden out of the New Jeruf: em, wherevpon' 
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P. 8. Madam, Be pleaſed, at a fit time, to try my Lord 
of Lorn his mind, if his Lordſhip would be pleaſed, that I de. 
dicate another work againſt the Arminians to his. honourable 
name: for howbeit I would compare no patron to his Lordſhip, 
and though I have ſufficient experience of his love; yet it is 
poſſible, his Lordſhip think it not expedient at this time: but 
I expect your Ladyſhip's anſwer, and I hope your Ladythip will 
be plain. Le: | Iz 155 
49. For the right honourable, my Lady BOYD. | 
Madam, | | 
Il Doubt not but the debt of many, more than ordinary, fa. 
0 


Y 


vours to this land layeth guiltineſs upon this nation: the 
ord bath put us in his books as a favoured people, in the fight 
of the nations; but we pay not to him the rent of the vineyard ; 
and we might have had a goſpel at an eaſier rate than this goſ- 
pel; but it ſnould have had but as much life as ink and paper 
hath: we ftand obliged to him, who hath in a manner forced 
his love on us, and would but love us againſt our will. 
Anent read prayers, Madam, I could never fee precept, pro- 
miſe, or practice for them in God's word; our church never 
allowed them, but men togk them up at their own choice: the 
word of God maketh reading, 1 Tim. iv. 13. and praying, 1 
 'Fheſf. v. 17. two different worſhips. In reading, God ſpeak- 
eth to us, 2 Kings xxii. 10, 11. in praying, we ſpeak to God, 
Pſalm xxii. 2. Pialm xxviii. 1. I had never faith to think well 
of them ; in my weak judgment, it were good they were out of 
the ſervice of Cod; I cannot think them a fruit or effect of the 
ſpirit of adoption, feeing the uſer cannot (ay of ſuch prayers, 
© Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in thy fight, O Lord, my Strength and Redeem- 
er, which the ſervants of God ought to ſay of their prayers, 


Pſalm xix. 14. For ſuch prayers are meditations ſet down in 


paper and ink, and cannot be his heart-meditations who uſeth 
them: the ſaints never uſed them, and God never commanded 
them; and a promiſe to hear any prayers, except the pouring 
out of the ſoul to God, we can never read. As for ſeparation 
from a worſhip for ſome errors of a church, the independency 


of ſingle congregations, a church of viſible ſaints, and other 


tenets of Browniſts, they are contrary to God's word. I have 
a treatiſe at the preſs at London againſt theſe conceits, as things 
which want God's word to warrant them; the Lord lay it not 


to their charge, who depart from the covenant of God with 


this land, to follow ſuch lying vanities. | 


I did ſee lately your daughter the Lady Ardroſs; the Lord 
bat 
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hath given her a child and deliverance. de recommendin g 
jour Ladyſhip to the rich grace of Chtiſt, I veſt 
St. Andrews. EY 1 ours, at all reſpeRtive eee 
i Chrif, 9:8: 
+ + . ̃ ͤ LINES {5 i 


Fo. To JOHN HENDERSON 3 in Rig . 


Loving friend, | | ' 5 
Earneſtly defire your f TROY Know the, Lord. aud ſeek 
| Chriſt 3 you have a ſoul that can die; ſee for a lodg ging for 
your poor foul : for that houſe of clay will fall; heaven or no- 
thing, either Chriſt or nothing. Uſe prayer in your honſe, 
and ſet your thoughts often upon death and judgment; it is 
dangerous to be looſe in the matter of your ſalvation; few are 
ſaved; men go to heaven in one's and two's, and the whole. 
world lieth i in ſin. Love your enemies, and ſtand by the trutli 
| have taught you in all things. Fear not men, but let God be 
your fear: your time will not be long; make the feeking of 
Chriſt your daily taſk ; ye may, when ye are in the fields, ſpeak 
to God: ſeek a nn heart for ſin; for without that there 
is no meeting with Chriſt, 1 ſpeak this to your'wife, as well as 
to yourſelf. I deſire your fiſter, in her fears and doubtings, to 
faſten her grips.on Chriſt's love; I forbid her to doubt, for 
Chriſt loves her, and hath. her name written in his book z her 
ſalvation is faſt coming: Chrift her Lord is not ſlow in roi, 
nor {lack in his promiſe. Grace be with yOu. 
Aberdeen. : Your Toving | 
| " paſtor, aß 
++ + +++ ————7j nnd — — 
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My very dear and worthy ſer, by: 

OU are truly bleffed in the Lord, kowhyer a four world 
loom and frown on yon, if ye continue in the faith, ſet- 

led and grounded, and be not moved away from the hope of 
the goſpel. Is is good there is a heaven, and it is not a night- 
dream and a fancy: it is a wonder that men deny not there | is a 
heaven, as they deny there is any way to it, but of men's ma- 
ing. Lou have learned of Chriſt that there is a heaven; con- 
tend for ĩt, and for Chriſt: bear well and ſubmiſſively the hard 
thruſt of this ſtep- mother world, which God will not have to be 
yours. I confeſs it is hard, and would to God I were able to 
lighten you of your burden; but believe me, this world, which 
the Lord will not have to de yours, is but the drofs, refuſe, 
and ſcum of God's creation; the portion of the Lord's pod 
bired ſervants, the moveables, not the heritage; a hard bone 
caſt to the dogs, holden out of the New Jerufalem, wherevpon 
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they rather break their tee h, than ſatisf their appetite. It is 
your F Fal 7 itigs, uo 175 7 8 rh joe, 1951 our Lord 
18 keeping, fo or you; and x erſua we gourd 9 fs, Fg oh " good 
for, them and you) your ſeed alſo ſhall inherit rth'; 

that is -promiſed to them, and God's bond is as gobd If it he 15 


would | give every one of them 2 bond for mak Fic 


Fre ye were born, croſſes in Dutilder, meafure, Pot, ht, 
were written for you; and your Lord wit 25 91 1 445 
make Chriſt ſure, 2 the world and the dleAngs of the earth 
thall be at Chriſt's back and beck.” I ſee many profeſſors for 
the faſhion, profeſſors of glaſs ; 1 would make à little knock of 
perſecution ding them in twenty pieces, and the world ſhonld 
laugh at the ſheards; therefore make faſt work; fee that Chriſt 
be the ground-ſtone of your profeſſion ; the ſore Wind and rain 
will not waſh away this building; this work bath no leſs date 
than to ſtand for evermore. I ſhould twenty times have periſh- 
ed in my affliction, if I had not laid my weak back and e 
burden both upon the ſtone, the Corner: ſtone laid in Zipp, l 
am not twice fain (as the proverb is) but once and for ever 
this Stone. Now the God of peace ce to ia dag of 
the appearance of IO PRs 


22 ot 16:47 
e 4 115155 a ö 1 55 15 8. * 


| 52. Fer the right its Tags | . ee 7 
5 2 KEN RY wh 


Age, | 
RACE, mercy and pence be to you: 15 am glad to hear 
that your Ladyſhip is in any tolerable health; and ſhall 
pray that the Lord may be your Strength and Rock. Sure 
I am, he took you out of the womb; and you have been caſten 
on him from the breaſts : I am confident he ſhall not leave you, 
til he crown the begun work in you, There is nothing here but 


diviſions in the church and aſſembly; for beſide Browniſts and 
Independents, (who, of all that differ from us, come neareſt to 


walkers with. God) there are many other {ects here of Anabap- 
tilts, Libertines, who are for all opinions in religiort, fleſhly and 
ahominable Antinomians, and Seekers, who are for no church 
ordinances, but expect apoſtles to come and reform churches; 
and a world of others, all againſt the government of preſbyteries. 
Luther obferved, when he ſtudied to reform, that two and thir- 
ty ſundry ſects aroſe ; of all which (I have named but a part) 
except theſe called Seekers, who were not then ariſen he 55 
God ſhould cruſh them, and that they ſhould riſe again; both 

which we ſee accompliſhed. In the aſſembly, we have well 


near ended the government, and are upon the power of ſynods, 
and I hope near at an end with them, and fo J cruſt to be deli. 


vered 
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5 W ere »- 4 


6 
v 
f 
; 
} 


CCF. 4 
vered from's is. rifon ſhortly, The. king kit dir lved the 


creat e A © DU: andadh bes to bis ert elates ; 
725 he Noting! Dk 3 a Title A8 rig box. off of the t ES 


C of laws agai e a taking awa 
0 i hem 1 9 no ae your armies tt dere in Sc ind, 
crib ere. ji the fins of the land, and particufarly * to the 
ailons 175 back flidings « of many from the cauſe,” and the 
not executing of juſtice ag a1 an bloody malignants,” Ny wife, 
here, under, the bye zs, remembers, her ſervice to your La- 
dyſhip. . Li eee Wen to che rich race of ,Chrift, 


Jreſt, 


ee March cb | 'Y'o our Ladyſbip's rat all obellituce” 
120 1 Fa wy 90}; ge ion tro 12 _ 15 Chrif, 8. R. 
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53. Pee the. right. hanaarable, N Lady La * Deb 


Madam, We AEIW , bie, n bag . 
G 40. merey and peace be to you: T as You letter 
on May igth. We are here debating with much conten- 
tion of diſputes, Non the juſt meafures of the Lord's temple. It 
pleaſeth God, that ſometimes enemies hinder. the building of the 
Lord's houſe; 3 but now friends, even gracious men (ſo | con- 
ceive of them) do not alittle hinder the work: Thomas Good- 
win, Jeremiah Burroughs; and fome others, four or five, who 
ure for the Independent way, fland in our way, and are mighty 
oppolites to preſbyterial government. We have carried thro? 
loie propoſitions for the ſcripture- right of preſbytery ] eſpeci- 
ally in the church of Jeruſalem, Acts ii. id. v.. Vi. xy. and the 
church of Epheſus; and are going on upon other grounds of 
truth; and by the way have proven, That ordination of paſtors 
belongeth not to a ſingle congregation, but 40 a college of ꝑreſ- 
byters, wpole it is to lay hands upon Timothy, and others, 1 
Tim. iv. 14. 1 Tim. v. 17. Akts iii. 1, 2, 3. Acts viii.5, 6. 
We are to prove, That one angle congregation hath not power 
to excommunicate, which is oppoi«d, not only by Independent 
men, but by many others: the txuth is, we have Dany and 
grieved ſpirits with the work; and for my part, Joften deſpair 
of the reformation ot this kad, which ſaw never any thing, but 
the high places of their fathers, aud the remnants of Babylon's 
pollutions; and except that, not by might, nor by power, but 
by the Spirit ot the Lord; L ſhould think, God hath. not yet 
thought it time for England's deliverance ; for the truth i is, the 
beſt of them almoſt hath ſaid, An half reformation is very fair 
at the firſt; Which is no other thing than, It is not yet time ty 
build the houſe of the Lord: and for that cauſe, many houi-s, 
great and fair in the land, are laid delolate. Multitudes of Ana- 
baptiſts, Antinomians, Familitts, Sc aiatiſts arg. here; the! el. 
© 4 > 0 
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ot the people are the Independent way: as for myſelf, I ko 
no more, if there be a ſound Chriſtian (ſetting aſide ſome, yes, 
not a few learned, ſome zealous and faithful miniſters, whom! 
have met with) at London, (though I doubt not but there are 
many) than if I were in Spain; which"maketh, me - bleſs God, 
that the communion of Hints, how defireable ſoever, yet is not 
the thing, even that great thing, Chriſt and remiſſion of ſing. 
If Jeſus were uncouth, as his members are here, I ſhould be in 
a {ad and heavy condition. The houſe of Peers are rotten men, 
and hate our commiſſioners and our cauſe both; the life that is, 
is in the houſe of commons, and many of them alſo have their 
religion to chooſe. The ſorrows of a travailiug woman are come 
on the land: our army is lying about York, and have blocked 
up them of Newcaſtle, and fix thouſand papiſts and malignants, 
with Mr. Thomas Sydſerf, and ſome. Scottiſh: prelates ; ahd it 
- , God deliver them into their hands (conſidering how ſtrong the 
parliament's are, how many victories God hath given them 
ſince they entered into covenant with him, and how weak the 
king is) it may be thought the land is near a deliverauce; bu! 
rather defire it, than believe it. We offered this day to the i- 
ſembly a part of a Directory for worſhip, to ſhoulder out the 

Ser vice-Book; jt is taken into conſideration by the affembly, 


Your fon Lindſay is well, I receive letters from him almoſt e- 


very week. n | 
Lendan, May 25. | Yours at all obedience in Gad, S. R. 
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54. For the right honourable Lady, my Lady KEN MURLE 
Madam, | 1 


Am a little moved at your infirmity of body and health; | 
hope it is to you a real warning: And if in this life only ve 
had hope, we thould be of all mea the moſt miſerable. Sure 
the huge generations of the ſeekers of the face of Jacob's God 
mutt be in a life above the things that are now much taking with 
us; ſuch as to ſee the ſun, to enjoy this life in health, and ſome 
good worldly accommodations too: and if we be making that 
{ure, it is our wiſdom. The times would make any that love 
the Lord ſick, and faint, to confider how iniquity abounds, 
and how dull we are im obſerving ſins in ourſelves, and bow 
quick- ſighted to find them out in others, and what bondage we 
are in; and yet very often, when we complain of times, we are 
ſecretly ſlandering the Lord's work and wiſe government of the 
world, and raifing a hard report of Lim; He is good, and doe 
good, and all his ways are equal. Madam, I have been to 
ſome cther (ob if I could to myic;t) holding out ſome more of 
this, to read and ſtudy God well, and make the ſerious thoughts 
cf a Gog-hcad and a God-heay in Chriſt, the work, and yr 
0.1! 
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without *God1: we fleep and wake without him; we eat, 'we 


hearts of many, it were good that ſame did not pray withgut 
God; and preach and praiſe, and read, and confer of gd, 


ſtrange deadneſs upon the land, and on the hearts of his peo- 


briers and the thorns that come pgainſt, him. I deſixe to re- 
his everlaſting good-will be with you. 
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| (RACE, mercy 
out their hand to iniquity one way or other, We are now 


godly are hidden from the godly. We make our own chains 
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only work, all the day. Oh we are little with God! and do all 


ſpeak, we journey, we go about worldly buſineſs, and our call- 


. 
- 


vithout God. It is univerſally complained of, that there ig. a 


ple: Oh if we could help it I. But he that waters every moment 
his garden of red wine, muſt help it. I believe he will burn the 


member your Lady ſhip to God, but little can I do that way: 


St, Andrews, Ju 4. aus inthe Lord Faſus,, S. R. 


- 


55: Fer the right honourable and Chriflian Lady, the Lody | 
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A and peace be to you : the Lord is gracious, 
who Keeps your Ladyſhip in the furnace, when many put 


ſhouldering and caſting, down one another 1a the dark, and the 


heavier, by joining with the Lord's enemies: hence new ſuffer- 
ings to all, that dare not ſay a confederacy to thoſe to whom 
this people fay a confederacy, nor fear their fear. As that is my 
exerciſe now, who am not very far from being my alone (tho' 
I know in whom I have believed, at leaſt I ſhould know) in this 
place ; fol am afraid that the godly there comply with theſe 
declared enemies of God; it will be our ſtrength \to walk be- 
tween enemies and malignants on either ſide z this is the day of 
Jacob's trouble, yet theſe dry bones can and muſt live. I know 
not if I mall fee it, but I hope to take this quietnefs and ſilence 
of faith, in the moſt of the noiſes of the alarm for war, to the 
'rave with me, that the Lord ſhall build upon the church of 
Britain, and Ireland, a palace of filver, incloſed with boards of 
cedar. Dear madam, faint not, the night is almoſt gone ; for 
the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it ſhall 
tpeak, and not lie; tho' it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely 
come, and not tarry. Madam, weary not; none can out- bid your 
lodging in heaven: there is more given for it by him, who hath 
beſpoken it for Jane Campbell, and taken it for her, than any 
can offer; the ranſom of blood ſtandeth. My wife remembereth 
her reſpe&s to your Ladyſhip. The child is well; Mrs. Gilleſ- 
pie is well-we hear, but not here. Grace, grace be with you. 
87. Andrews, Jan. 28. Yours in his can Lord 
154 2. den. CErift, 8. R. 
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i owi is with you, may appear Fe mend leres och ſome 
11. ich us. But it is the complaint of not & few of ſuch, 
who: were in Chriſt before me, that moſt oſ us inhabit and dwell 

in 4 parched land. The people of the Lord are like a: land nat 

rained upon: though ſome dare not deny but this is the 

of the Beloved, and the vineyard that the Lord doth keep, and 

water every moment; yet O where are the ſometimes quickem 

ing breathings and influences from heaven that have refretheg 
his hidden ones? The cauſes of his withdrawings are unknown 
to us; one thing cannot be denied, but that ways of high ſeve- 
reignty, and dominion of grace, are far out of the fight of an- 
gels and men; yea, and ſo abuse the fixed way: of fret promiles; 
(ſueb a3, This do, and he ſhall breathe and blow upon his gar 
den) as he hath put forth a declaration to his hidden ones in 

Scotlend, that ſmarting, wreſtlings, , ptayings, complaining; 
gracious miſſing, cannot earn the viſits fram om high, nor feich 
down ſhowers upon the deſari It may be, When Weè are ſaying 
in our graves, Our bones are dry, and our hope gone, that 
temporal and ſpiritual deliverance may come both together; and 
that ne Mall cauſe us feel, both the one way and the other, the 
good of his reign who ſhortly comes to the throne; Pſalm ]xxii, 
6. © Hei ſhall come down like rain upon the mown> graſs; as 
ſhowers that water the earth,. Ver y. In his gays thall'the 
righteous flouriſſi: and abungance of peace, ſo long as the moon 
endureth. Ver. 12. He ſhall deliver. the needy when he cri- 
eth, and the poor alſo, and him that hath? tnonholperÞ; Ver. 
14. * He ſhall redeem their ſoul from daceit aud violence: and 
precious ſhall their blood. be in his ſight. And though we can- 
not pray home a ſweet ſeaſon that way, yet Chriſt, muſt bring 
ſummer with. him, when he cometh. Ver. 16. There ſhall 
be an handful of corn in the earth upon tlie toh. of the moun—- 
tains, the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon“ I know not 
if I apply prophecies as I would, rather tlian.as dioy are; when 
the one Shepherd is ſet over them, even he who ſhall ſtand (0 
how much do we ly I) and feed in the ſtrength of the Lord, the 
iſles (and this the greateſt of them) who: wait for his law, are to 
look for that, Ezek. xxxiv. 26. And I will make them, and 
the places round about my hill, a bleſſing, and I will caute the 
ſhowers to come down in his ſcaſon.“ And there ſhall heſhowers 
of bleſſing: how deſireable muſt every drop of ſuch a. ſliower be! 
And Hoſea xiv. ;.*.I will be as the dew to liracl, he ſhall grow 
as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon.“ Ver. 6. His 
branch :s {hall fercad, and his brauiy Liiail b- as the vue 
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worn ſhall come vg the firztree, and inſtead of the brier ſhall 
come up the myrtle- tree: and it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, 
vr an everlaſting ſign that Thall not be cut off, Iſa. xli. 19. 


(] will plant in the wilderneſs the eedari the fhittab tice} and 


the bitareen? » Tfaicxlind 3. ＋ will pour water upon Bim t at Hs 
thirſty, and ſtoods upon the dry ground; 1 Will pour my Apiſit 


upon thy feed; and iy bleſſing upon their offspring. And it 


ſnall be no loſt labour, nor fruitleſs huſbandry. Ver- 6. They 
wall fpring as among the graſs; as willows, by the water: courſes.” 
But chen this ſhall be in Scotland, (and it muſt be) is better to 
delie ve than prophefy, and quietiy to hope and fir ſtilh( for that 
yet our ſtrength) than quarrel with him, that the wheels of 
his char ĩot move leiſtire lr. f 
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Yet this can hardly ſay any thing to us, cho doo much 


pleaſe ourſelves it our deadneſs, and are almoſt gone from godty 
thirſt and miſſing too, being half ſatisfled with our witheredy 
bels; no doubt we have marred his influences, and have not ſez 
conded nor ſmiled upon his actings upon us, nor have we been 
much of his ſtrain, who, Pſal. cxix. doth eight times breathe 
out that ſuit, Quicken me, quicken me. Sb much are arg 
deſirous to be acted upon by the Lord as blocks and ſtones p and 
ſo prodigal are we ot his motions, as if they were no: better to 
be huſbanded ::but it is good, that it is not in out powercto blaft 
nd undochĩs breathings; but his wind bloweth udere ke liſtethi. 
Could we but learn, and caſt a quiet fpirit under the dewings 
and ſhowerings of him, that every moment watereth his vine- 
yard, how happy and bleſſed were we? we neither open, nor 
dowe diſcern his knocking, nor feel his hand put in through 
the key-hole, nor can we give any ſpiritual account of the walk- 
ings and motions of Chriſt, when he ſtands behind the wall, 
when he comes Kipping over the mountains, when he comes to 
his garden and feaſts, when he feeds among the lilies, when his 
ſpikenard caſts a ſmell, when he knocks and withdraws, and is 
no where to be found. O how little a portion of God do we ſee! 
how little ſtudy we God ! how rarely read we God, or are ver- 
ed in the lively apprehenſions of that great unknown All in All, 
the glorious God-head, and the God-head revealed in Chriſt ! 
We dwell far from the well, and complain but dryly of our dry- 
neſs and dulneſs; we are rather dry than thirſty. 

Sir, There may be artificial pride in this humility; but for 
me, I neither know what he is, nor his Son's name, nor where 
he dwells : I hear a report of Chriſt great enough, and that is 
all, O what is nearneſs to him! what is that, to be in God, to 
dwell in God l what a houſe muſt that be, 1 John iv. 13 How 
far are ſome from their houſe and home ? how ill acquaint with 
the rooms, manſions, ſafety, and ſweetneſs of holy ſecurity to 


be 
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ad his ftnell as Lebanon. And fa. lv. 13. Inftead of the 
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be found in God ! G what eſtrangement ! what wandering | 
what frequent converſing with ſelf and the creature ! Is not here 
the bed thorter titan tliat a man can ſtreteh himſelf on it? and 
the covering narrower than that he can wrap himſelf in it? If. 


xxvili. 20. When ffrall we attain to a living in only, only God! 


arid be eſtranged from all the poor created nothings, the paint- 


ed ſhadow beings of yeſterday, which an hour and leſs before 


creation were dark waſte negatives, and empty nothings, and 


ſhould fo haue been for eternity, had the Lord ſuffered them 
to ly there for ever? It is He, the great He, who fitteth upon 


the circle of the earth {of the world) and the inhabitants there. 
of are as grafhoppers ; that ftretcheth out the heavens as a cur. 


tain, and ſprexdeth themout as à rent to dwell in; that bring. 
eth the princes to nothing, and maketh the judges of the earth 


as vanity, Ila. xl. 22 23. And He, the only He, and there js 
no He befide him, Ia; xliti. 10, IT. and xv. 5. Men or an- 
gels, there are not any of tlem an he to him: but a living, 
dreathing, dying nothing is man at his beſt, a ſick clay vanity; 
and the angel to him hut 2 more excellent, living, and under- 
ſtancking nothing; yet we live at a diſtance from him, and ye 
die and wither, when we are out of God: oh if we knew how 
notkirig we are without him. Sir, We defire to mind your 
bonds, and are cheered and refreſhed}, that we hear of any of 
his fraulfeſtations, and His out-gvings, which are prepared as 
the mbrning to you. We hope, nor need we deſire you not to 
faint, and are confident that the anointing, that abideth in you, 
tẽacheth you ſo muck: wait upon the ſpeaking-viſion ; behold 
he cometh, behold his reward'is with him, and his work be- 
fore Wim: © The only wiſe God ſfrengthen you with all might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patierice and long-ſut- 
fering with joyfulneſs. geo #65, 34g he <1 ea Ret 
St. Andrews, Jux Laure at all obſervance in the 
1653. 44 ie A 5 ; 
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e 7. JOHN SCOT at Oxname. 
Reverend and dear brother, n -9f6s.! 
Saw from C. K. a teſtimony of your preſbytery againſt to- 
leration, in which! you have been inſtrumental ; the Lord 
give ſtrength to do more. I think it both rare and neceſlary, 
and would account it a great mercy, if there were an addition 
of a poſtſcript from divers miniſters and elders, out of all the 
ſhires of Scotland: it is really the mind of all the godly and ten- 
der in this land. It is believed by ſome, that the proteſting 
party hath quite given over the cauſe: I hope it is not ſo; but 
the Lord ſhall be yet victorious in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our 


darkneſs is great and thick, and there is much deadneſs; 0 
| = 


ee Lord Jeſus, 8. R. 
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the Lord hall be our light. Thus recommending you to his 
grace, whoſe you are, | am | | 
St. Andrews, April 2. * Your own brother in 
1658. tbe Lord, 8. R. 


AHD 
58. To Mr. JOHN SCOT at Oxname. | 


Dear brother, 


AINT not, but be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might; I look on it as a rich mercy, that the Lord is 
with you, ſtrengthening you, to quicken fainters, to warm and 
warn any that are cold or dead, or who deaden others. Be- 
eve it, it will be your peace in the end: the times are ſad 
yet | perſuade myſelf, the viſion will not tarry, but will ſpeak. 
The Lord will looſe our captive-bonds : O bleſſed be he, though 
alone, who is found faſt and conſtant, for the deſireable intereſt 
of Chriſt. My humble advice would be, that you ſee to the 
placing of the deacon and ruling-elder, or to any thing that may 
weaken the diſcipline : our ſecond book of diſcipline ſhould be 
heeded, ſeſſions purged. Oh] catechiſing and perſonal viſiting, 
and ſpeaking to them fegi//atim, concerning their intereſt in 
Chriſt, and a ſtate of converſion, is little in practice. The prac- 
tice of family-faſts is ſcarce known to be an ordinance of God. 
It were good you would confer with godly brethren. in private, 
concerning the promoving of godlineſs, concerning Chriſtian 
conference, and praying together, worſhipping of God in fa- 
milies, and ſolitary faſts. To his grace, who can direct, quic- 
ken, and ſtrengthen you, I recommend you, and am 
St. Andrews, Your loving brother, S. R. 
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59. To Mr. JOHN SCOT at Oxname. 


Reverend and. dear brother, 


OUR letter that came unto me of Augnſt 24, to be be at 

Edinburgh upon Auguſt 2d, was un}:nov , to me by the 
ſubſcription 3 but fince it was written for fo, honourable and 
warrantable a truth of Chriſt, as a teſt mor. againſt toleration, 
if my health would have permitted, and ny daily menacing gra- 
vel, I ſhould have come to EdinFur- n: hat either counſel, 


countenance, or clearing, you cou I Have had from the like of 
me, I cannot fay, nor dare J Ipe t much. But with a reſerve 
of the help of his grace, L de fire to defire, and purpole by 
ltrength from above, to «wp that cauſe, and to join with you, 


and ſome in this churcy,, b efides your preſbytery, who will own 


that cauſe. Be ftror,g ir 1 the Lord, and in the power of his 


might. This clond wil” we live by faith, and wait 
over: could we live by faith, and 

on a {ſpeaking ond a ſe- aaing-delaying vifion, the Lord Ws 
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be £6 God! what. eftringement 1 What wanderid 
what Fr N cony with ſelf and the creature ! Is riot og! 
the bed 1! rter than tllat "x mat can ſtreteh Rimſelf on it? and 
1 7 narrower thap' that lie can wrap himſelf in it? 144. 
vii. 26: When fall we attain to a king in only, only God 


ati be eſtranged from A the poor created nothings, the Paint. 


ed add beings of yelterday, which” ati hour and left before 
crdarion were dark "waſte neg patives, ind empty nothings, and 
ſhoutd fo have been for ea frat the. ord ſuffered them 
to iy there kor ever? Ie is He, the great Who fitteth upon 
the circle of the eatth {of the world) andthe inhabitants' there. 
ol Ar : * *grathoppers ; q car frretcheth out the heavens as A Cur- 
„aud {prexdetft thettr out as 4 rent 'to dell in; that at brig: 


4 the rinces to nothing, and maketh the jud es of the earth. 


as vanity; Ia. A. 425 23. And He, the only e, and there] is 
no He befide him; Ia. Ali. 15 tr. and in 5. Men or an. 


gels, there ang not e an he to him: but a living, 


bresching, 


man at his beſt, a fick clay vanity ; ; 
atid the 2 a 


ſercellent, 


notkirig We” are without bim. Sir, We defire” to mind. your 
bonds, and are cheered ad refrEhed, tat we hear of any of 
his nranifeftations, andhis out:gvings,” which are = py 
the” mbroing to you.” We Hope, nor need we defire you not to 
faint; amd are confident that the anden that abidet i in you, 
tescheth you ſb mic? wait u or the ſpeaking-viſion ;' behold 
he leg behold His reward'is with Rin, and his work be- 
fdre Him Th The only wile God ſfrengthen 3 you with. all might, 
according to his glorjous e unte all Ipatience and long: ul 
fering with joyfulneſs. 4 
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leration, in hich you have been inſtrumental; the Lord 


give ſtrength to do — I think it both rare bis neceſſary, 


and would account it a great mercy, if there were an addition 
of a poſtſcript from divers mitiiſters'and-elders, out of all the 
ſhires of Scotland: it is really the mind of all the godly and ten- 
der in this land. It is believed by ſome, that the proteſting 
party hath quite glven over the cauſe : I hope it is not ſo; but 
the Lord ſhalt be yet victorious in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our 
darkneſs is great and hie, and there is much deadneſs; 90 
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the Lord ſhall be our light. - Thus recommending you to his 
grace, whoſe you are, | am i ere | 
St. Andrews; April 2. Tour own brother in 
* 1658, 1 the Lord, 8. R. 
eee. 
58. To Mr, JOHN SCOT at Oxname. 7 


Dear brother, | 


AINT not, but be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might; I look on jt as a rich mercy, that the Lord is 
with you, . ſtrengthening you, to quicken fainters, to warm and 
warn any that are cold or dead, or who deaden others. Be- 
eve it, it will be your peace in the end: the times are ſad ; 
yet | perſuade myſelf, the viſion will not tarry, but will ſpeak. 
The Lord will looſe our captive-bonds : O bleſſed be he, though 
alone, who is found faſt and conſtant, for the deſireable intereſt 
of Chriſt. My humble advice would be, that you ſee to the 
placing of the deacon and ruling-elder, or to any thing that may 
weaken the diſcipline : 'our ſecond book of diſcipline ſhould be 
heeded, ſeſſions purged. Oh] catechiſing and perſonal viſiting, 
and ſpeaking to them ſigillatim, concerning their intereſt in 
Chriſt, and a ſtate of converſion, is little in practice. The prac- 
tice of family-faſts is ſcarce known to be an ordinance of God. 
It were good you would confer with godly brethren in private, 
concerning the promoving of godlineſs, concerning Chriſtian 
conference, and praying together, worſhipping of God in fa- 
milies, and ſolitary faſts. To his grace, who can direct, quic- 
ken, and ſtrengthen you, I recommend you, and am - 
St. Andrews, © Your loving brother, S. R. 
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59 To Mr. JOHN SCOT at Oxname. 


Reverend and. dear brother, 


OUR letter that came unto me of Auguſt 24, to be be at 
Edinburgh upon Auguſt 2d, was un}:nov.,, to me by the 
ſubſcription 3 but fince it was written fer ſo, honourable and 
warrantable a truth of Chriſt, as a teſt mor y againſt toleration, 
if my health would have permitted, and ny daily menacing gra- 
vel, I ſhould have come to Edinurc n; what either counſel, 
countenance, or Clearing, you cou I have had from the like of 
me, I cannot fay, nor dare I Ipe t much. But with a reſerve 
of the help of his grace, ) de Are to deſire, and purpoſe by 
ſtrength from above, to 4wn chat cauſe, and to join with you, 


and ſome in this church., b elides your preſbytery, who will own 


e d in the power of his 
might. This clav.d wil! 7 the Lord, an po 


A ' | could we live by faith, and wait 

on a ſpeaking ond a {e-,quing-delaying viſion, the Lord will no: 
ung * * 
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tarry. Grace be with you. Many are with you, but there ;; 
One who is above millions. 
St. Andrews, June 15. Your own brother in 
1658. the Lord, S. R. 
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60. Fer Mr. JOHN SCOT at Ox name. 


Reverend and dear brother, 
O man oweth more to the church of God with you, 
than poor and wretched I; but when weaknefs of body, 
and the Lord by it, did forbid me to undertake a leſſer journey 
to Edinburgh, I am forbidden far more to journey thither ; and, 
believe it, nothing beſides this doth hinder, I am unable to 
undertake what the Lord hath laid upon me here; and there- 
fore I deſire to ſubmit to Sovereignty, and. muſt be ſilent ; if 
my prayers and beſt deſires to the Lord could contribute any 
thing for promoving of his work, my foul's defire is, That the 
wilderneſs, and that place (to which I owe my firſt breathing) 
in which I fear Chriſt was ſcarce named, as touching any reality 
or power of godlineſs, may bloſſom as a roſe. So defiring and 
praying, that his name may be great among you, and intreating 
that you may believe that the names of the Lord's adverſaries 
ſhall be written in the earth, and that whoſo will not come up 
of all the families of the earth unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip the 
King, the Lord of hoſts, even upon them ſhall be no rain; and 
that the Lord will create glory upon every aſſembly in mount 
Zion ; I reſt | | 25 N 
St. Andrews, June 15. Tour own brother in 
1655. | the Lord, S. R. 
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61. For Mr. JAMES DURHAM Miniſter * goſpel 
at Glaſgow, ſome few days before his death. 


Sir, 


Would ere now have written to you, had I not known, your 


health, weaker and weaker, could ſcarce permit you to hear 


or read. I need not ſpeak much; the way you know, and hare 


preached to others the fill of the Guide, and the glory of the 
home beyond death. And when he ſays, Come and ſee, it will 
be your gain to obey, and go out and meet the Bridegroom : 
what acceſſion is made tp the higher houſe of his kingdom 
ſhould not be our loſs, though it be real loſs to the church of 
God; but we count one way, and the Lord counts another 
way. He is infallible, and the.only wiſe God, and needs none 
of us. Had be needed Moſes and the prophets their ſtaying in 
*'1- body, he could have taken another way. Who dare bid you 
can your thoughts back on wife or children, when he ſaid, 
Lei them to me, and come up bithgr ? Or who can perſuade 

you 
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you to die or live as if that were arbitrary to us, and not bis a- 
lone, who hath determined the number of your months ? If ſo 
it ſeem good to him, follow your Forerunner and Guide: it is 
an unknown land to you, who was never there before; but the 
land is good, and the company before the throne deſireable, and 
he who fits upon the throne is his alone a ſufficient heaven. 
Grace, grace be with you. | . 

$:. Andrews, une 15. 1658. Yours in the Lord, 5. R. 
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622 Mr. RUTHERFOORD's judgment, ſent to ſome bre 
thren, about petitioning his Majeſty after his return, and for 
owning ſuch who were cenſured whit about that ſo neceſſary a 
duty. | 
Reverend and dear breth ven, 
T is a matter of difficulty to me to write at this diſtance, not 
having heard your debates. It ſeems the Lord calls us to 
give information to the king's majeſty of affairs. The Lord's 
admirable providence, in bringing him to his throne, and lay- 
ing afide others, who were enemies to the cauſe and {worn co- 
venant of God, (ſo that now the government is in a right line) 
is to be adored ; and I judge (without preſcribing) that ſome 
thould be ſent to his majeſty, to congratulate that provideace, 
and the reaſon of our being fo flow in ſending would be render- 
ed. 1. We would write, not in the name of the kirk of Scot- 
land, but in the name of the moſt conſiderable number of god- 
ly miniſters, elders, and profeſſors, who both pray for the king, 
are obedient to his laws, and are under the oath of God for the 
iworn refomation. 2. It is better now, than after ſentences 
and trouble, to have recourſe to him, who is by place Pri- 
ter Patrie. 3. We would ſupplicate in all humility for pro- 
tection, countenance, far more for lawful liberty to fear the 
bond of the vath of the dreadful and molt high Lord, avouching 
to his msjeſty, that the Lord, his holy name being interpoiec, 
will own that covenant, and. bleſs his majeſty with a happy and 
ſucceſsful reign, in the owning thereof, and kiffing ot the don 
oft God. And when the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to grant that 
to us, which concerns religion, the beauty of his hovie, the 
propapating of the goſpel, the government of the Lord's king- 
dom, without popery, prelacy, unwritten tradiiians and cere- 
monies, let his majeſty try our loyalty with what commands he 
tall be pleaſed to lay upon us, and fee if we. be found redellious. 
g. We would diſclaim ſuch as have finfulty complied with the 
late uturpers; produce our written teſtimonies again them; 
our not accepting of offices and places of truſt froin them; our 
teſtimonies againſt their uſurpation, covenant-breaking, i lers- 
tion of all religions, corrupt Sectarian ways, for which the Lord 
hath broken them. 5. We are repreſented te his mayetty as 
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fuch who would not conſent that the remonſtrance of the weg. 
ern forces ſhould be condemned by the Commiſſion of the Ge. 
neral Aſſembly; whereas, (1.) We did humbly deſire, that 
the judicature would not condemn nor cenſure that remon. 
ſtrance, till the gentlemen were heard, and their reaſons diſcuff. 
ed. (2.) Whatever demur was as to the banding or combining 
part of it, we were, and are obliged to believe, they had no 
Sectarian deſign therein, nor levelling intention. (3.) They 
are gentlemen moſt loyal, and never were enemies to his majef. 
ty's royal power; but only defired that ſecurity might be had 
for religion, and the people of God; perſons well affected to reli. 
gion and the ſworn covenant abandoned; otherwiſe they were 
and ſtill are willing to hazard their lives and eſtates, for the juſt 
greatneſs and ſafety of his majeſty, in the maintenance of the true 
religion, covenant and caufe of God. The only difficulty will 
be, where to have fit men to ſend. But as it will be both fin 
and ſhame for us, to defert our underſervedly now cenſured 
brethren ; ſo it will be our fin and reproach, ſinfully to comply 
with ſuch things and courſes, as we teſtified againſt, and con- 
feſſed to God. I can ſay no more at preſent, but Iam 
St. Andrews, 1660, Your loving brother, S, R. 
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63. Mr. RUTHERFOORD's judgment of a draught or mi. 
nute of a petition, to have been preſented to the Committee 
of Eſtates, by thoſe miniſters who were then prifoners in the 
caſtle of Edinburgh, for that other well-known petition to 


his majeſty, about which they were, when ſeized upon and 
made priſoners. 


But that no man may miſtake or judge amiſs of perſons, ſo fixed in 
the cauſe, and faithful in their generations: know that this 
draught unt not ſent to Mr. Rutherfoord, as a paper concluded 
and condeſcended upon among theſe brethren, whoſe love to truth 
made them in all thing, ſo tender, that they were ever found to 
abſtain from all appearances of evil: but it was more-like the ſug- 
geftion of ſome other mes {( wherein was laid before them what 
kind of addreſs would moſt probably pleaſe, waving the juſt mea- 

ſures of what was fimply duty in their circumſtances ) than any 
thing flowing from themſelves, as the product of a mature deli- 
beration. And Secondly, Know {( which cenfirmeth what was 
faid) that whatever it was, or whoever gave the riſe to tt, 

det it was neuer made uſe of, nor preſented to the Committee of 
Eſlates, by any of theſe faithful men, whoſe praiſe, for their 
Adelity, fixegpeſs, real and untainted integrity, is in the church- 

& of Cl. riff 4 
4 Dear 


4 


Dear brother, 


Am (as ye know) ſtraitened as another ſuffering man; but 


dare not petition this Committee, 1. Becauſe it draws us to 
capitulate with ſuch as have the advantage of the mount, the 
Lord ſo diſpoſing for the preſent : and to bring the matters of 
Chriſt to yea and no (you being priſoners, and they the powers) 
is a hazard, 2. A ſpeaking to them in writ, and paſſing in ſil- 
ence the ſworn covenant, and the cauſe of God, which is the 
very preſent controverſy, is contrary to the practice of Chriſt 
and the apoſtles, who being accuſed, or not accuſed, avouched 
Chriſt to be the Son of God, and the Meſſias, and that the dead 
muſt riſe again, even when the adverſary misſtated the queſti- 
on. Yea, ſilence of the cauſe of God, which adverſaries per- 
ſecute, ſeems a tacit deſerting 'of the cauſe, when the ſtate of 


the queſtion is known to beholders; and I know the brethren | 


intend not to leave the cauſe. 3. I know no offence you have 
given (I will not ſay what offence may be taken) either as to 
the matter or manner of your petition : for if what you have 
done be a neceſſary duty, laid aſide by others, a duty can never 
give an offence to Chriſt, and ſo none to men. But Chriſtians 
will look upon a pious, harmleſs and innocent petition to the 
prince, in the matters of the Lord's honour, and good of bis 
church, though proffered by one or two, when they are ſilent 
whoſe it is to ſpeak and act, as a ſeaſonable duty. 4. The 
draught of that petition, which you ſent me, ſpeaks not one 
word of the covenant of God; for the adhering to which you 
now ſuffer, and which is the obje*t of men's hatred; and the 
deſtruction whereof is the great work of the times: and your 
filence, in this nick of time, appears to be a non- confeſſion of 
Chriſt before men; and you want nothing to beget an unclean- 
ly deliverance, but the profeſſion of ſilence. 5. There is a pro- 
miſe and real purpoſe (as the petition ſaith) to live peaceable un- 
der the king's authority. But, (1.) You do not anſwer fo can- 

didly and ingenuouſly the mind of the rulers, who to your know- 
ledge mean a far other thing, by authority, than you do; for 
you mean his juſt authority, his authority in the Lord, and his 
juſt greatneſs, in the maintenance of true religion, as in the 
Covenant, Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, is expreſſed, 
from the word of God. They mean his ſupreme authority and 
abſolute prerogative above laws, as their acts bear, and as their 
practice is; for they refuſed to ſuch as were unwilling to ſub- 
{cribe their bond, to add authority in the Lord, or juſt and 
lawful authority, or authority as is expreſted in the covenant, 
But this draught of a petition, under your own Band, ids 
the ſenſe and meaning to them, which they crave. (2.) That 
authority, for which they contend, is excluſive of the ſworn 
covenant; ſo that, except ye had ſaid, You ſhall be ſubject to 
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the king's authority in the Lord, or according to the ſworn eo. 


venant, you ſay nothing to the point in hand; and that ſure 
is not your meaning. (3.) Whoever promiſed ſo much of 


_ . peaceable living under. his majeſty's authority, leaving out the 


expoſition of the fifth commandment, as your petition doth, 


may upon the very fame ground ſubſcribe the bond refuſed by 


the godly; and ſo you paſs from the covenant, and make all 
theſe by-paſt actings of this kirk and ſtate, thoſe years by-paſt, 
to be horrid rebellion ; and how deep that guiltineſy draws, con- 
fider. 6. Acondemning of the remonſtrance, fimply and with. 


out any limitation and diſtinction, is a condemning. of many 


precious ones in the land, and paſſing from the cauſes of God's 
wrath, which is the chief matter of the Remonſtrance. 5. 
'That nothing is before your eyes, but the exoneration of your 
conſcience, is indeed believed by the godly, who know you: 
but a paſſing in filence of the honeſt materials in your former 
petition to his majeſty, ſeems to be a deſerting thereof, ſince, in 
all your petition, you do not once ſay, you cannot but adhere 
to that pious petition, as your neceſſary duty; and that you in- 
tend in the petition the happineſs of his majeſty, is allo believ- 
ed. Dear brother, ſhew to our brethren, the Lord Chriſtin 
your perſons hath ſtated a queſtion betwixt him and the powers 
on earth: the only wiſe God lead you now, when he hath 
brought you forth in public, ſo to act, as if ye did lee Jeſus 
Chriſt by you, and beholding you. It is eaſy for ſuch as are on 
the ſhore, to throw a counſel to thoſe that are toſſed in the fea; 
but only living by faith, and by fetching ſtrength and comfort 
from Chriſt, can you be victorious, and have right to the pre- 
cious promiſes of the tree of life, of the hidden Manna, of the 
gifted morning-Star, and the like, made to thoſe who over- 
come; to whole ſtrength and grace, brethren, who deſire 
with me to remember you, do recommend you, I am, 
St. Andrews, 1660. Dear brother, yours in 
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64. For the right honourable, my Lady Viſcounteſs of 
K ENMURE. — 


. Madam, 3 | 
T is not my part to be unmindful of you: be not afflicted 


in my weak apprehenſion, the ſeed of God being in him, and 


love to the people of God and. his cauſe, it will be well: the 


making particular reckoning with the Lord, and peace with 
God, and owning his cauſe when too many diſown it, will make 
his peace with the king the ſurer. The Lord is beginning to 
reckon with ſuch as did forſake his cauſe and covenant ; we 

| unt! 
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for your brother, the Marquis of Argyle; as to the main, 


VV 


Fpiſt. 65. VST TER $1 5-1» 59g 


until we return to him, our peace ſhall not be like a river:but 
as the waves of the ſea, However, the opening of the boſom, 
to take in all the malignants, can produce no better fruits. The 
Lord catleth us to flee into our chambers, and ſhut the doors, 
till the indignation be over, Iſa. xxvi. 20. The lily among the 
thorns is ſo ſerved; he hideth himſelf, and our mountain is re- 
moved, and we are troubled : but the Lord reigns, let the earth 
tremble, and let the earth rejoice. The Lord without blood 
broke the yoke of uſurping oppreſſors, and laid them aſfide 
the ſame Lord can ſettle throne and kingdom on the pillars of 
heaven: but © the controverſy the Lord hath with Edom, and 
' thoſe who covenanted with us, and then ſold us; and with 
thoſe of whom the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks, Lam. ii. 14. Thy pro- 
phets have ſeen vain and fooliſh things for thee ; they have not 
diſcovered thine iniquity to turn away thy captivity, but have 
ſeen for thee falſe burdens and cauſes of baniſhment.* The 
time of Jacob's ſuffering is but ſhort, and the viſion will ſpeak : 
could we be from under deadneſs, and watch unto wreſftlin. 
and prayer with the Lord, and live more by faith, we ſhould 
be more than conquerors; Wait upon the Lord, faint not 
the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. | 


St. Andrews, Fuly 4. Yours at all reſbective 
16060. ' obſervance in the © 
Lord, 8. R. 


65. For Mrs. CRAIG, upon the death of her hopeful fon, who 
vas drowned waſhing bimſelf in a river in France. 
Miſtreſe, | 
OU have fo learned Chriſt, as now in the furnace, what 
droſs, what ſhining of faith may appear, muſt come forth. 

heard of the removal of your ſon Mr. Thomas; though I be 
dull enough in diſcerning, yet I was witneſs to ſome ſpiritual 
ſavourineſs of the new birth and hope of the reſurrection, which 
] ſaw in the hopeful youth, when he was, as was feared, a-dy- 
ing in this city. And fince it was written and adviſedly ap- 
pointed, in the ſpotleſs and holy decree of the Lord, where, 
and before what witneſſes, and in what manner, whether by a 
fever, the mother being at the bed-ſide, or ſome other way in 
a far country, (dear patriarchs died in Egypt, precious to the 
Lord have wanted burials, Pſalm Ixix. 3.) your ſafeſt way will 
be, to be filent, and command the heart to utter no repining and 
fretting thoughts of the holy diſpenſation of God. 1. The 
man is beyond the hazard of diſpute, the precious youth is per- 
fected and glorified. - 2. Had the youth lien year and day pain- 
ed beſide a witneſſing mother, it had been pain and grief length- 
ened out to you in many portions, and every parcel would 2 
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grip, when it was faſtened ſure on your part, I ko your light, 


- all the countries of the earth. 7. This did not ſpring out of 


either put nonſenſe on his rods, or burden his Majeſty with 


Fou, and is wounded much in mind with your preſent conditi- 


xo Mr. RUTHERFOORD's EpiRt. 6; 


been a little death; now his holy Majeſty hath, in one lumy 
and maſs, brought to your ears the news, and hath not divided 
the grief in many portions. 3. It was not yeſterday's thought, 
or the other years ſtatute; but a counſel of the Lord of old; 
and who can teach the Almighty knowledge? 4. There is no 
way of quieting the mind, and of filencing the heart of a mo- 
ther, but godly ſubmiſhon ; the readieſt way for peace and con- 
ſolation to clay-veſſels is, that it is a ſtroke of the Potter and 
Former of all things; and fince the holy Lord hath looſed the 


60 


and I hope your heart alſo will yield: it is not ſafe to be at 
pulling and drawing with the omnipotent Lord; let the pull go 
with him, for he is ſtrong; and ſay, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.“ 5. His holy method and order is to 
be adored :- ſometime the huſband before the wife, and ſome. 
time the ſon before the mother; ſo hath the only wiſe God or. 
dered : and when he is ſent before and not loſt, in all things 
give thanks. 6. Meditate not too much on the fad circumſtan- 
ces, the mother was not witneſs to the laſt ſight, poſſibly cannot 
get leave to mind the ſon, nor to weep over his grave, and he 
was in a ſtrange land; there is a like nearneſs to heaven out of 


the duſt; feed and grow fat by this medicine, and fare of the 
only wiſe Lord: it is art and the {kill of faith to read what the 
Lord writes upon the croſs, and to ſpell and conſtruct right his 
ſenſe; often we miſcall words and ſentences of the croſs, and 


ſlanders and miſtakes, when he minds for us thoughts of peace 
and love, even to do us good in the latter end. 8. It is but 3 
private ſtroke on a family, and little to the public arrows ſhot 
againſt grieved Joſeph, and the afflicted ; but ah! dead, ſenle- 
leſs and guilty people of God ; this is the day of Jacob's trouble, 
9. There is a bad way of wilful ſwallowing of a temptation, 
and not digeſting it, or laying it out of memory without any 
victoriouſneſs of faith; the Lord, who forbids fainting, forbids 
alſo deſpifing : but it is eafier to counſel than to ſuffer; the 
only wiſe Lord furniſh patience. It were not amiſs- to call 
home the other youth. I am not a little aflicted for my Lady 
Kenmure's condition; I deſire, when you ſee her, remember 
my humble reſpects to her: my wife heartily remembers her to 
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on, and ſuffers with you. Grace be with you. | 
St. Andrews, May 4. | b Yours in the 

1660. Lord, 8. R. 

66. 4 


Fo'ſt. 66. LETTERS. 5or 
66. A letter from Mr. SAMUEL RUTHERFOORD 7 
Mr. WILLIAM GUTHRIE, when the army was af 
Stirling, after the defeat at Dunbar, and the godly in the Weſt 
were falſely branded with intended compliance with the uſurpers, 
about the time when theſe debates, and that difference concerning 
the public reſolutions aroſe. | 


Reverend brother, 7 

| Did not dream of ſuch ſhortneſs of breath, and fainting in 

the way toward our country: I thought I had no more to do 
but die in my neſt, and bow down my ſinful head, and let him 
put on the crown, and ſo end. I have ſuffered much; but this 
is the thickeſt darkneſs, and the ſtraiteſt ſtep of the way I have 
yet trode. I ſee more ſuffering yet behind, and I fear from the 
keepers of the vine. Let me obtain of you, that you would 
preſs upon the Lord's people, that they would ſtand far off 
from theſe merchants of ſouls, come in amongſt you. If the 
way revealed in the word be that way, we then know, theſe. 
ſoul-coupers and traffickers ſhew not the way of ſalvation. Alas 
alas! poor I am utterly loſt, my ſhare of heaven is gone, and. 
my hope is periſhed, and I am cut off from the Lord, if hither. 
to out of the way : but I dare not judge kind Chriſt; for if it 
may be but permitted, (with reverence to his greatneſs and 
highneſs be it ſpoken) I will before witneſſes produce his own. 
hand, that he ſaid, This is the way, walk thou in it: and he 
cannot except againſt his own ſeal. I profeſs I am almoſt bro- 
ken and a little fleepy, and would fain put off this body; but 
thi. is my infirmity, who would be under the ſhadow and covert 
of that good land, once to be without the reach and blaſt of the 
terrible one. But I am a fool; there is none that can overbid, 
or take my lodging over my head, ſince Chriſt hath taken it for 
me. Dear brother, help me, and get me the help of their 
prayers who are with you, in whom is my delight. You are 
much ſuſpected of intended compliance; I mean not of you on- 


ly, but of all the people of God with you. It is but a poor | 


thing, the fulfilling of my joy; but let me obteſt all the ſerious 
ſeckers of his face, his ſecret ſealed ones, by the ſtrongeſt con- 
ſolations of the Spirit, by the gentleneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
Plant of renown, by your laſt accounts, and - appearing before 
God, when the white throne ſhall be ſet up, be not deceived 
with their fair words: though my ſpirit be aſtoniſhed at the 
cunning diſtinctions, which are found out in the matters of the 
covenant, that help may be had againſt theſs men; yet my 
heart trembleth to entertain the leaſt thought of joining with 
theſe deceivers. Grace, grace be with you. Amen. 
St. Andrews. Your own brother in our commen [ord 
and Saviour, 8. R. 

a: 67. For 
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67. For my reverend brother, Chrif's ſoldier in bonds, Mr. 
JAMES GUTHRIE, minifer of the goſpel at Stirling, 


Dear brother, | | 
E are very oft comforted with the word of promiſe, 
tho? we ſtumble not a little at the work of holy provi- 
dence ; ſome earthly men flouriſhing as a green herb and the 
people of God counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, and killed all 
the day long; and yet both word and promiſe, and works of 
providence, are from him, whoſe ways are equal, ſtraight, holy 
and ſpotleſs. As for me, when I think of God's diſpenſations, 
he might juſtly have brought to the market-croſs, and. to the 
light, my unſeen and ſecret abominations, which would have 
been no ſmall reproach to the holy name, and precious truths 
of Chriſt; but in mercy he hath covered theſe, and ſhapen and 
carved out more honourable cauſes of ſuffering, of which we 
are unworthy. And now, dear brother, much depends upon 
the way and manner of ſuffering, eſpecially, that his precious 
truths be owned with all heavenly boldneſs; and a reaſon of 
our hope given in meekneſs and fear; and the royal crown, 
and abſolute ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince 
of the kings of the earth, avouched, as becameth: for certain 
it is, Chriſt will reign the Father's King in mount Zion; and 
his ſworn covenant will not be buried. It is not denied, but 
our practical breach of covenant firſt, and then our legal breach 
thereof, by enacting the fame miſchief, and framing it into a 
law, may heavily provoke our ſweeteſt Lord: yet there are 2 
few names in the land, that have not defiled their garmer:s, 
and a holy ſeed, on whom the Lord will have mercy, like the 
four or five olive berries upon the top of the ſhaken olive-tree, 
and their eye ſhall be toward the Lord their Maker. Think it 
not ſtrange, that men deviſe againſt yon : whether it be to exile, 
the earth is the Lord's; or perpetual impriſonment, the Lord 
is your light and liberty; or a violent and public death, for the 
kingdom of heaven conſiſts in a fair company of glorified mar- 
tyrs, and witneſſes, of whom Jeſus Chriſt is the chief witnetz, 
who for that cauſe was born, and came into the world. | Hap- 
py are ye, if you give teſtimony to the world of your preferrivg 
Jeſus Chriſt to all powers; and the Lord will make the innocen- 
cy and Chriſtian loyalty of his defamed and deſpiſed witneſſes in 
this land to ſhine to after-generations, and will take the man- 
child up to God and to his throne, and prepare a hiding-place in 
the wilderneſs for the mother, and cauſe the earth to help the 
woman. Be not terrified; fret not: forgive your enemies; 
bleſs arid curſe not; for though both you and I ſhould be filent, 
{ad and heavy is the judgment and indignation from the Lord, 
that is abiding the untaithful watchmen of the church of _—_ 
| land. 
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land. The fouls under the altar are crying for juſtice, and there 
is an anſwer returned already: the Lord's ſalvation will not ter- 
ry- Caſt the burden of wife and children on the Lord Chriſt, 
he cares for you and them : your blood is precious in his ſight. 
The everlaſting conſolations of the Lord bear you up, and give 
you hope; for your ſalvation (if not deliverance) is concluded, 
St. Andrews, Feb. 15. Your own brother, S. R. 
1661. 
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68. To ABERDEEN. 


Reverend and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

{1 RACE be to you, and peace from God our Father, and 
W fron! the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There were ſome who ren- 
dered tiranks, with knees bowed to him, of whom is named 
the whole family in heaven and earth, when they have heard 
of your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jeſus ;* and rejoiced not a little, that where Chriſt 
was ſcarce named in ſavourineſs and power of the goſpel, even 
in Aberdeen, that there Chriſt hath a few names precious to 
him, who ſhall walk with him in white. We looked on it (he 
knoweth, whom we defire to ſerve in our ſpirit, in the goſpel 
of his Son) as a part of the fulfilling of that, The wilderneſs 
and ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them; and the defart ſhall 
rejoice and bloſſom as a roſe: but now it is more grievous to us 
than a thoufand deaths, when we hear that you are ſhaken, and 
ſo ſoon removed from that, which you once acknowledged to 
be the way of God. Dearly beloved, the ſheep follow Chriſt, 
who calleth them by name: a ſtranger they will not follow; 
but they flee from him, for they know not the voice of a ſtran- 
ger. Vou know the way by which you were ſealed to the day of 
redemption ; and ye received the Spirit by the hearing of faith: 
part not with that way, except ye fee there be no reſt for your 
fouls therein; neither liſten to them that ſay, Many were 
converted under epiſcopal as well as under preſby terial govern- 
ment: and yet the godly gave t-ftimony »gainſt the Biſhops ; 
for the inſtrumenis of converſion lothed epiſcopacy, with the 
ceremonies thereof, and never ſealed it with their ſufferings. 
But we ſhall deſire inſtances of any engaged by oaths, and by 
the ſufferings of the faithful meffengers of God, and the mani- 
feſtations of the Lord's preſence, in the way you now forſake, 
who yet turned from it, and went one ſtep toward ſinful fepara- 
tion, and did it in that way you now aim at, and dich yet flouriſh 
and grow in grace: but we can bring proofs of many who lett 
it, and went further on to abominable ways of error. And you: 
bave it not in your power, where you ſhall lodge at night, ha- 
ing once left the way of God; and many we know lod prove 
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and communion with God, and fell in a condition of withering, 
and, not being able to find their lovers, were forced to return 
to their firſt huſband. We ſhall intreat you, conſider what a 


ſtumbling it is to malignant oppoſers of the way and cauſe of 
God, who with their ears heard you, and with their eyes ſaw 


you, ſo ſtrenuouſly take part with the godly in their ſufferings, 
and profeſs yourſelves for religion, truth, doctrine, government 
of the houſe of God, his covenant and cauſe ;z if now you build 
again what you once deſtroyed, and deſtroy what you builded 
and ſhall you not make yourſelves, by ſo doing, tranſgreſſors! 
How {hall it wound the hearts of the godly, ſtain the profeſſi. 
on, darken the glory of the goſpel, ſhake the faith of many, 
weaken the hands of all, if you, and you, firſt of all in this 


kingdom, ſhall ſtretch: out the hands to raze the walls of our 


Jeruſalem, by reaſon of which the Lord made her terrible as ap 
army with banners; for, when kings came, and ſaw the palaces 
and bulwarks thereof, they marvelled and were troubled, and 
haſted away; fear took hold of them there, and pain as of x 
woman in travail. And we ſhall be grieved, if you ſhould be 
heirs to the guiltineſs of breaking down the ſame hedge of the 
vineyard, for the which the ſaid indignation of God purſueth 
this day the royal family, . many nobles houſes great and fair, 
and all the prelatical party in theſe three kingdoms. And when 
your dear brethren are weak and fainting, ſhall we believe that 
vou will leave us, and be divided from this ſo bleſſed a conjunc- 
tion? The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we truſt, ſhall walk in the midſt 


of the golden candleſticks, and be with us, if you will be gone 


from us. Beloved in the Lord, we cannot but be perſuaded of 
better things of you; and we ſhall not conceal from you, that 
we are ignorant what to anſwer, when we are reproved on your 


bebalf, in regard that your change to another goſpel-way (which 


the Lord avert) is ſo much the more icandalous, that the ſud- 
den alteration, unknown to us before, now overtaketh . you, 
when men come amongſt you, againſt whom the furrows of the 
fields of Scotland do complain. Forget not, dear brethren, 
that Chriſt hath now the fan in his hand; and this is alſo the 


day of the Lord, that ſhall burn as an oven; and that Chriſt 
nov ſitteth as a refiner of filver, purifying the ſons of Levi, 


and purging them as gold and filver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering of righteouſneſs; and theſe that keep the 
word of his (net their own) patience, ſhall be delivered from 
the hour of temptation, that ſhall come on all the earth to try 
them. If you exclude all non- converts from the viſible city of 
God, in which daily multitudes in Scotland, in all the four 
euarters of the land, above whatever our fathers ſaw, throng 


into Chriſt, ſhall they not be left to the lions and wild beaſts of 


tl. {orcht, e, en to Jjeſubs, Seminary-prieſts, and other Lede 
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for the magiſtrate hath no power to compel them to hear the 
goſpel, nor have you any church-power over them, as you 
lech; and they bring not love to the goſpel and to Chriſt out 
of the womb with them, and ſo they muſt be left to embrace 
what religion is moſt ſuitable to corrupt nature: nor can it be a 
way approven by the Lord in ſcripture, to excommunicate from 
the viſible church (which is the office-houſe of the free grace of 
Chriſt, and his draw-net) all the multitude of non- converts, 
baptized, and viſibly within the covenant of grace, which are 
in Great-Britain, and all the reformed churches; and ſo to 
ſhut the gates of the Lord's gracious calling upon all theſe, be- 
cauſe they are not, in your judgment, choſen to ſalvation, when 
once you are within yourſelves: for how can the Lord call E- 
gypt his people, and Aſſyria the work of his hands, and all the 
Gentiles (who for number are as the flocks of Kedar, and the 
abundance of the ſea) the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, if you number infants, as many do, and all ſuch as your 
charity cannot judge converts, as others do, among Heathens 
and Pagans, who have not a viſible claim and intereſt in Chriſt ? 
The candleſtick is not yours, nor the houſe ; but Chriſt fixeth 
and removeth the one, and buildeth or cafteth down the other, 
according to his ſovereignty. We in humility judge ourſelves, 
though the chief of ſinners, the ſons of Zion, and of the ſeed 
of Chriſt : if you remove from us, and carry from hence the 
candleſtick, let our Father be judge, and ſhew us, why the 
Lord hath bidden you come out from among us. We look u- 
pon this viſible church, though black and ſpotted, as the hoſ- 
pital and gueſt-houſe of ſick, halt, maimed and withered, over 
which Chriſt is Lord-phyfician and Maſter z and we would wait 
upon theſe that are not yet in Chriſt, as our Lord waited upon 
us and you both. We therefore, your brethren, children of 

one Father, cannot but, with tears and exceeding ſorrow of 
heart; earneſtly intreat, beſeech, and obteſt you by the love of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his ſufferings, and precious ranſom 
he paid for us both, by the conſolations of his Spirit, by your 
appearance before the dreadful tribunal of our Lord Jeſus; yea, 
and charge you before God and the fame Lord Jeſus, who ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing, and in his king- 
dom; break not the ſpirits and hearts of thoſe to whom you are 
dear as their own ſoul, forſake not the aſſemblies of the peo- 
ple of God, let us not divide. Not a few of the people of God, 
in this ſhire of Fife, in whoſe name I now write, dare ſay, if 
you depart, you ſhall leave Chriſt behind you with us, and the 
golden candleſticks, and ſhall caft yourſelves (we much fear) out 
of the hearts and prayers of thouſands, dear to Jeſus Chriſt in 
Scotland: therefore, before you fix judgment and practice on 
any untrodden path, let a day of humiliatioa be agreed upon 


by 
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by us all, and our Father's mind and will enquired, through 
our one common Saviour; and let us ſee one another's fates ue 
beſt conveniency ; and plead the intereſt of Chriſt, and be com. 
 forted, and not ſtumble at your ways. So expecting your an. 
fwer, we thall pray, that the God of peace that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, may make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is well-pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſhall remain Py, | | b 
St. Andrews. Tour affrctionate brother 


in the Lord, 8. R. 
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POSTSCRIPT 
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Chriſtian Reader, 
HOSOEVER thou art, into whoſe hands theſe letters 


may come, in order to thine own eſtabliſhment in the 

truth, and continuing in the faith of God's elect, grounded and 
ſettled, and that thou mayſt not be moved away from the hope 
of the goſpel, whereof thou haſt heard, by the flight of men, 
and cunning craftineſs, wherewith they ly in wait to deceive; 
thou art deſired to take notice, to what dreadful and ſtrong de- 
lutions, ſuch who were ring-leaders in this ſeparation, together 
with not a few of their followers (ſome I except, becauſe God 
hath excepted them; and I pray, that he may {till both except 
them, and let them fee alſo the fin of what acceſſion they had 
to this, which is ſo puniſhed in others, while they are paſt by 
and preſerved) have been lefr, and given up of God. Remem- 
ber with fear and trembling, how the great God, who confirm- 
eth the word of his ſervants, and performeth the counſel of his 
meſTengers, hath tultiiled.upon many of thoſe, who fell off from, 
and furlook ine commanicn of his church of Scotland, (hee 
| which 
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chich this great Seer (much upon bis Maſter's ſecrets, becauſe 
he bad frequent acceſs. to lean bis head upon his breaſt who: 
came out of his Father's boſom) foreſaw would follow: upon this: 
turning aſide, and. fall upon the head of ſuch forſakers of 2 
church, ſo often honoured by receiving ſignal teſtimonies of the 
great Bridegroom's love toward her, as his ſpouſe, in rejoici 
over her with ſinging, and ſo frequently helped to give him teſ- 
timonies of her endeared affection tochim, as ber Head, Huſ- 
band, fupreme Lord, and Governor. In this we may through 
grace humbly boaſt (nay, deſpiſe or envy, who will, we cannot 
do leſs, without being guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude) tbat we 
have not, been inferior (O bleſſed be his grace to whom we owe 
i! and it is for the commendation of his glorious goodneſs we 
mention it) whatever we were beyond hem, to any church we 
know upon the earth., It is true, this ſucceſſion ſeemed at the 
fixft but a ſmall remove (O that there they had ſtopped their 
career, and ſtood without going forward, when it was-down- 
ward) and in a matter wherein the great foundations of the goſ- 
pel were not ſo immediately concerned, nor ſtruck at; yet, af- 
ter they had gone forth from us (as a witneſs of his diſpleaſure 
azainſt that rent aud ſchiſm, made in his body; and that the 
truth of what his faithful ſervant had foretold them, would be 
the iſſue of that courſe, migbt be verified, viz. That, if they 
departed, they ſhould leave Chriſt behind them, keeping houſe 
with their mother, as his wife, in whoſe face they had fpit, 
and in running thus away, had made fool's haſte from home) 
there was no ſtanding nor fixing, till the moſt fervid and furi- 
ous drivers in that rent, rolled themſelves headlong into this a- 
byſs of all abominations, deſperate oy ear nod and ſo that the 
place thereafter became the ſeat, ſeminary, and ſeed-plot, 
wherein this root of bitterneſs, whereby the church of Chriſt is 
troubled, and many defiled, hath ſprung up. And I would al- 
fo ſtir up thy pure mind, by way of remembrance, that thou 
mayſt be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, beſeeching thee to 
conſider with awful regard, how one pariſh particularly in the 
Weſt of Scotland, with ſome perſons in the adjacent places, 
forſaking us, and falling off from us, upon. the fame pretence, 
were likewiſe in the ſame manner (after other ſignifications of 
his diſpleaſure againſt their way, evident beyond denial, and 
contributive to the eſtabliſhment of ſuch who take notice there- 
of) left of the Lord, after their many other wanderings, to 
plunge and precipitate themſelves into this ditch, and deep pit; 
in which poſture they ſtill ly, witbout pitying themſelves, or 
imploring the help of\others. And though theſe, and the like, 
might have been warnings ſufficient, to all the proſeſſors of the 
truth to have continued in his goodneſs, while they beheld the 
juſt ſeverity of God upon them which fell; yet I cannot conceal 


its 
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it, that, as it is a grief, -beyond all that the ſerious ſervinis d . 
the Lord have groaned under, or do ſind, becauſe of their o of 


ther ſufferings, to ſee how many have followed tbeſe pernicious Fa 
ways, by reaſon of whom the way of truth is evil ſpoken of; fo. 


it fills them with amazement, anxiety, yea, ſinking andynfap«; fin 
portable ſorrow, to {ee not a few profeſſors of the truth ſo little lo« 
touched at the heart for, and troubled at, the power and preva- up 
lency of theſe ſoul-murdering deluſions; but walking with 28 be 


little care, circumſpection and fear of coming near this, ſprem«;; 
ing contagion, as if they did not thereby provoke the Lord ta 
leave them to that, which ought to be equally lothſome and 
hateful to their ſouls, with hell. Is it not ſtrange, that ſome 
will ſtand aloof from Prelates, and profeſs an hatred at, and ab- 
horrence' of Popery, Arminizniſm, Eraſtianiſm, Socinianiſm, 
Arianiſm, Pelagianiſm, Familiſm, Antinomianiſm, Atheiſm, 
and Heatheniſm, c. and yet there will be a fearleſs, yea, fa- 
miliar converſing with abominable- Quakers, without all dur 
dread of being deſerted of God, and left to a defiling of them 
ſelves with Satan's flime-wherewith they are beſmeared, and 
that botch of hell which is running upon them, wherewith ma- 
ny, becauſe of their too near approach, have been, and are in- 
fected; yea, and à ſpeaking) of them as à kind of innocents 
(which if they be, Satan himſelf, in his warring againſt Michael 
and his angels, is not innocent) and with leſs lothing and abhor- 
rence than of any ef the former? whereas iſm may be 
truly called (if the term be ſufficiently expreſſide of the thing) 
pure Deviliſm. I mean, not only becauſe of what ſpecial power 
and influence Satan hath been obſerved, by gracious and grave 
men, to have had over and upon the bodies and ſpirits of not a 
few of that monſtrous brood; but alſo becauſe theſe have lick - 
ed up and ſwallowed down, the dung of all theſe deſperate, 
foul-deſtroying hereſies, hatched in hell by the father of falſe- 
hoods and lies; and whatſoever is in any of theſe moſt deadly 
and damnable, that is, to them, their darling; and whatſoever - 
is the moſt mortal poiſon in the cup of their abominations, and 
hath the moſt cloſe and clear connection with the deſtruction of 
the immortal ſoul, this they ſwallow down, and vomit it up, 
and ſpue it out again in every place, and with a piece of the 
black art, peculiar to that tribe, diſh up this dung of hell, and 
ſet it as Manna before ſuch as they would make diſciples, to be 
ſupped up, and {ſwallowed down, that they may thereby poifon, 
beyond the power of an antidote, thoſe ſouls whom they ſeduce ; 
and, while they draw them after them, drown them in the 
ſame perdition with themſelves. Theſe are the poor innocents 
you talk of: what a wonder and aſtoniſhment is it, that the 
very ſink of hell, which cometh forth at their impure and pol- 
lated mouths, in blaſphernies againſt God, his Chriſt, his Spt- 
| | rit, 
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rit, his word, his precions and pure ordinances, the purchaſe 
of the blood of Chriſt, and the means of fellowſhip with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould not make all who 
are, or would be reputed, lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity, abhor them, as the moſt odious vermin, and black 
locuſts, that ever crawled out of the infernal lake, or croaked 
upon the face of earth, and flee the ſound of their blaſphemous 
belchings, as the very ſibiliation of the old ſerpent ? If the Spi- 
rit of God call a forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab- 
ſtain from meats, the doctrines of devils ; what name or notion 
can be fallen upon, or found fit, to unfold the nature of that 
doctrine, comprehenſive of all thefe doctrines of devils, where- 
by the goſpel hath been, from the beginning, oppoſed, through 
Satan's black art, and utmoſt malice? as if in this one ſhape, 
and ſize of the enemies to the goſpel, were gathered together 
and cemented all the ſeveral parties that ever Abaddon and A- 
pollyon commanded in his ſeveral expeditions againſt the prince 
Michael. For this at once and for ever, not in parcels and by 
conſequence, makes void the whole goſpel of the grace of God, 
and the all of that bleſſed contrivance of falvation, by the Son 
of God, as a flain Saviour. This is ſuch an explicit, unmaſk- 
ed, and groſs perverſion of the goſpel, that if the apoſtle, who 
had the ſpirit of God, who had the mind of Chriſt, who had 
received the ſpirit of love and of a found mind,” who, being fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt, ſpoke to a ſeducing Elymas, ſeeking 
to turn away the deputy, deſiring to hear the word of God, from 
the faith (the perſons are of the ſame practice, and this is the 
poſt, here the captain ſets them to ſtand centry) in thefe terms, 
O full of all ſubtilty, and all miſchief, thou child of the devil, 
thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, wilt not thou ceaſe to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord? Would ve have ſpoke to them in 
another ſtile or ſtrain, being perſons of the ſame practice? And 
this is the prey they hunt for, by perverting the right ways of 
the Lord, to turn men from the faith once delivered to the 
faints, and to turn away the ear of any, whom they obſerve de- 
firous to hear the word of God, from the truth, that they may 
turn them unto their blaſphemous fables, and bewitch even 
thele into a difobedience to the goſpel, before whoſe eyes Jeſus 
Chriſt hath been evidently ſet forth crucified amongſt them. 
Yea, if he would, and actually did curſe, even an angel from 
heaven, upon a ſuppoſition of a leſs and lower degree of per- 
verſion of the goſpel of Chriſt; how would he have ſent this 
race of men a-packing, without more ado, the way he ſent 
Hymenens and Alexander, whom he delivered nnto Satan, 
that they might learn not to blaſpheme ? as, after his example, 
many of them were dealt with by our faithful men, when in 
cate, who, by drawing out church-cenſures, delivered the body 
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from el angrened by ſuch members; but, While we are 
now ke} NG Bal Pali aſe of "thi: moſt proper remedy, tlic 
Holy off hath. ſupplied'it in à moſt” tremendudtis manner; 
and with ſuch + a witneſs; ''as he muſt be blind wits ſeth” them 
not. carry about with thein the blackeſt-like' badge; and weft 
unqueſtionabe: like cbaracter and 'copnifance* of bel eing cut off 
from that church that ke waſlieth with his bwn blood, Reh 
they are left to Blaſpheme and trample under foot, kat Ude; 
any race of apoſtates were ſtigmatized with. And that Felber 
Aikipie lege, who breathes forth ſo much of love, is möſt 
peremptory in preſſing thoſe, whom he perſuades to the love of 
Chriſt, and of the brethren, to à profeſſed deteſtation of ſuch 
enemies to Chriſt : inſomuch that he will not have any, who 
would witneſs their love to him, who wit neſſed his love to his 
people, in ſending his only-begotten Son into the world, to be 
a propitiation for their fins, and that they who were dead in fins 
and treſpaſſes might live through him, to receive them into their 
Kouſes or give ſuch factors for Satan the leaſt of countenance 
or encouragement. And here, by the way, let me ſet before 
thee the practice of that great man of God, Mr. John Living- 
ſton (of whom, without vanity, or being judged to hold men's 
perſons i in admiration for advantage, I fear not to ſay, That, 
in the day he was taken up from us, I knew not fo great an 
ambaſſador for Chriſt left upon the earth: O to fee ſome, on 
whom this Elijah's mantle is fallen !) as a fit pattern in the caſe 
for thy imitation; who, when one of theſe maſter-ſeducers, 
and grand traffickers to defile the world, and bewitch it into 
the ſame damnable deluſion, whereto he, as a juſt puniſhment 
for his levity in religion, and what he himfelf may know beſides, 
was left, pretending old acquaintance, came to make him a vi- 
fit, would not receive him into his houſe, as judging he could 
not otherwiſe have witneſſed his having received Jeſus Chriſt to 
dwell in his heart and houſe, than by ſuch a practice; and here- 
in he made himſelf an example for 6d; to follow ſuch a follower 
of God, as a dear child. O let all who hope to be ſaved by 
Jeſus Chr. ſt, and to whom God hath made him wiſdom, righte- 
 ouſaels, ſinAification and redemption : all who know no otber 
way of being juſtified before the tribunal of God, but by the 
imputed righteouſneſs of him, whoſe name is, The Lord our 
rizhteouſneſs ; or ſaved and ſanctified, but by his working in 
them to will and to do, who hath redeemed them from their 
vain converſition by his own blood : all who being juſtified b / 
faith, have ever had, or hope to have, peace with God throug 
our Lord eſus Chritt : all who now fit together in heavenly 
places in Chriſt, and who are preſerved by the power of God, 
through faith unto ſalvation : all who know no other Fountain 
to bar their leprous ſoul } in, nor ſtteam to ot: their 1 wy 
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ted and black ſoul by, 56 they may: appear before God with⸗ 
out ſpot, but the blood of Jeſi Chriſt, which cleanſeth from 
all iniquity, even 9 nA for this purpoſe did, thro! the e- 
rernal Spirit, offer up himſelf without ſpot unto. God. All who 
have found the ſweetneſs of the ſeriptures, and have felt how their 
hearts burn within them; while he talked with them, and opened 
theſe unto them, and their ear and heart to receive what was ſaid. 
All who have been by theſe made wiſe unto ſalvation : all that 
ever have had acceſs to God through Chriſt, and know no other 
way of being accepted but in the Beloved: all who ſce themſelves 
(and the devil hath; put out his eyes who ſees it not) under a 
neceſſity, though in a clean ſtate, of making daily uſe of the 
blood of Chriſt, in order to a keeping up of Fellow hip betwixt 
them, and the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, while here, 
and of being admitted to have a part with him hereafter (for 
that man's feet ſhall never ſtand within that glorious city, where- 
into nothing that defileth or worketh abomination, can enter, 
which Chriſt doth not waſh; If I waſh thee not, thou ſhalt 
have no part with me, is bis own word to a perſon in a clean 
ſtate.) Al, to whoſe fouls, after they had received the ſentence | 
of death in themſelves, God hath {ſpoken peace upon the account 
of his Chriſt, who is our peace: all who, knowing they can do 
nothing without him, live under a ſeen neceſſity of daily draw- 
ing ſtrength from Chriſt, wha works in them both to will and 
to do, and. muſt perfect that which concerneth them, and look. 
only for the acceptation of their ſervice in and through Chriſt : 
all, whoſe great All it is to be found in him in the, day of his 
appearance, not baving their own righteouſneſs, but that 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith: all who, becauſe they bave finned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God, know' no other way 
but to.. throng in amongſt theſe ungodly, who are juſtified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood: all whote eyes God hath opened, and 
turned from darknels to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgivenets of fins, and an 
inheritance amongſt them that are ſanctified, through faith that 
is in him : all who have, or hope to have, redemption through 
his blood, even the forgivenels of fins: all to whom he hath 
given an underſtanding to know him that is true, and in whoſe 
heart he hath written his law, and put his fear, that they ſhail 
not depart from him : alt into whoſe foul he hath ſhined, to 
give them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, while this gotpel is- hid from others: all 
who have received chat Spirit which is of God, and not that 
ſpirit which is of the world, whereby the child of God is dif- 
tingniſhed from a natural man, who receiveth not the things at 
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the Spirit of God (for the higheſt pitch and perfection vf na- 
tural mens light judgeth things foolifhnefs.. The v 

through wiſdom knew not God) neither can he know them be. 
caufe they are ſpiritually diſcerned: all who ever have been 
made glad in his houſe of prayer, and have been admitted: to 
walk with the King in the galleries, where he is held: all to 
whoſe ſoul he hath endeared and commanded s ordinances, and 
who have found the goſpel to be the power of God unto ſal- 
vation; all who are begun partakers of the glory to be revealed, 
and who hope to ly down in the grave, under the comfortable 
hope of a glorious reſurrection, and ſhut their eyes ſinging, in 
the expectation that their vile body ſhall be changed, that it 
may be faſhioned like his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby be is able even to ſubdue all things to hiniſelf; and 
that they ſhall be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air, and ſo ſhall be ever with the Lord: all who would ob- 
tain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory. 
In a word, all who are Chriſtians, on whom that worthy name 
is called, as the badge of their profeſſion: who profeſs faith in 
him, whom God hath ſent and ſealed to be the Saviour of the 
world; that one Mediator, which is between God and man, 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in due time; he who is the ſecond perſon of the bleſſed 
Trinity, the eternal Son of God, equal to, and conſubſtantial 
with the Father, but perſonally diſtinct from him; incarnate, 
by aſſuming the nature of man, in the womb of the virgin Ma- 
ry, by which he became Immanuel, God and Man in two diſ- 
tinct natires, united in one fingular Perſon, who is the Subſtance 
of the goſpel, and the Myſtery of godlineſsz this which com- 
prehends the All of our ſalvation, and conſolation, yea, the 
All of Chriſtian religion, is ſo wrapt up herein, that whoſoever 
ſtrikes at this, ſtrikes at name and thing of Chriſtian religion, 


robs us of the whole goſpel, and turns us over into pure hea- 


theniſm, ſhuts us out eternally from all acceſs to God, and 


makes our ſalvation for ever ſimply impoffible z for, if we be- 


lieve not that He is that He, we ſhall die in our fins ; and yet 
every article of this, that they may for ever deſtroy the founda- 

tions of falvation, is by them oppugred and ſubverted. They, 
putting a falſe Chriſt inſtead of the true Jeſus, the Son of Da- 
vid, our only Saviour; denying. Chriſt to be the ſecond Perſon 
of the Trinity; denying Chriſt to be a fingular Perſon ; deny- 


ing Jeſus the Son of Mary, to be the alone true Chriſt ; but af- 


rming Chritt to be a common fort of thing, to be found in e- 
very man, as it was in the Son of Mary, even the common light 
to be found in the mind of every man in the world; affirming 
Jeſus, the true Chriſt, the Son of Mary, to be only an ordi- 
nary Veſſel, which containeth this light, as the ſpirit of every 
other holy man dath ; and fo, not only pulling down our + 
aite 
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alted Printe from his throne of glory, but putting their falſe 
prophets in his place, clothing them with the glory of his pro- 
per titles, as being Chriſt as well as he, becauſe containing the 
fame light with his. Thus do they blaſpheme that worthy 
Name by the which we are called: thus do they rob our Savi- 
our, the only Lord Jefus Chriſt, who is the Brightneſs of the 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his Perſon, of his glo- 
rious prerogative and majeſty; and, in contempt of this exalt- 
ed Prince and Saviour, clothe themſelves with the ſpoils of his 
honour, And thus do they rob the church of him, whom God 
hath given to be her Head and Saviour; that ſo, having turned 
the world with themſelves into a ſynagoge of Satan, they may 
enrich: hell. This is the great myſtery of their iniquity, .,and a 
monſter it is, in ſhew and ſubſtance, and in all dimenſions of 
devilry, prodigious, beyond any ſhape Satan ever yet aſſumed, 
or wherein he ſhewed himſelf in the world. The Lord rebuke 
thee, O Satan! even the Lord (who hath ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world, to be the alone propitiation for fins, and 
prepared a Body for that purpoſe) rebuke thee, ought to he the 
conſtant language of the heart of every one to whom Chriſt is 
become a Saviour, till he caſt forth this blaſphemous ſpirit out 
of thoſe demoniacks. For what elſe is this, which proceedeth 
out of the mouths of ſuch petſons, but pure helliſm ! No man, 
ſure, who bath ever heard the goſpel of the grace of God, or is 
acquainted with the very firſt principles of the oracles of God, 
but he muſt conclude, men of that ſpite, malice and dialect, 
men who talk at this rate of railing againſt our Immanuel, a- 
gainſt his holy Child Jeſus, that Child born unto us, and that 
Son given unto us, who is yet the mighty God, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of peace, muſt be the very candidates of hell, 
and have commenced in the infernal regions, where more black, 
more abominable, more horrid and bold blaſphemies, cannot 
be belched forth. | ſay therefore, O let all who have the name 
of Chriſt called upon them; all to whom that bleſſed name is 
as ointment poured forth, and to whom he is precious, even 
he whom the Father hath laid in Zion for a Foundation and 
Corner-ſtone, diſallowed indeed of theſe builders, but choſen 
of God and precious: all who ſeek a ſure reſting-place for their 
ſouls; for whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall not be aſhamed : 
and all who know no other ſolid foundation; for other founda- 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, he 
is the ſure and ſole Foundation: let them carry towards this 
race of Renegadoes, from the very real profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty, as Satan's ſpecial agents and emiſſaries, whs, with a malice 
infuſed by their maſter, and reſembling him, and a peculiar 
keenneſs, fury and rage, as ſet on fire by hell, 'blafpheme the 
true Saviour, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, who, being tsme' of the 
Fathers according to the fleſh, is God over All dleſſed for ever; 


and 


— 
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and fight againſt that one, that alone way of ſalvation; which 
is now made manifeſt by the_appearing of. our Saviour Jefus 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the goſpel. And in profecuticn 
of this war, and purſuance of this open hoſtility againſt heaven; 
and that it may appear whoſe angels they are, under whoſe ban. 
ner they fight, who ſends them, ſerves himſelf by them; ſets 
them on work, and drives them in their reſtleſs compaſſing of 


ſea and land, to proſelyte poor fouls, and draw them into the 


ſame conſpiracy with themſelves againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the alone way of ſalvation by him; they oppoſe, as incen- 
ſed with malice and rage, the Mediator's miniſters and meſſen- 
gers, ſent forth to R. this everlaſting goſpel, and to point 
forth the Lamb of God, who taketh away the fins of the world: 
and while they are preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 
theſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſetting forth 
Chriſt evidently crucified before their eyes, that they may look 
unto him and be ſaved; and preaching ſalvation in the name of 
this Jeſus of Nazareth, and teſtifying, that as God hath exalted' 
him to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and for- 
giveneſs of fins : ſo there is no other name given under heaven, 
by which men muſt be ſaved : theſe are the glad tidings of great 
joy for all the people, which make the feet of him who'publiſh- 
eth them beautiful; and this is tha main of the goſpel of the 
grace of God (yea, that without which there is no goſpel and 
no ſalvation) that all may know aſſuredly, that through this 
Man, who is both Lord and Chriſt, is preached unto them the 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and that by him all that believe are juſ- 
tified from all things, from which they could not be juſtified 
by the law of Moles : while, I ſay, his miniſters are about this, 
ſtriving according to his working, which worketh in them migh- 
tily, theſe falſe prophets and ſeducers, after the ſame method 
and malice of Barjeſus, withſtand them, and ſeek to turn a- 
way their hearers from the faith; yea, they ſeek to difluade the 
people from hearing the Lord's meſſengers ſpeaking the Lord's 


meſſage, in the very ſtile and ftrain and ſpirit of Rabſhakeh; let 


not theſe men (ſay they of the miniſters of Chriit) deceive you, 
neither let them make you truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſay- 
ing, This Lord Jeſus will fave you to the utmoſt : hearken not 
unto them, turn you to the light within you. This common 
thing, that is to be found in every man, that is the Chriſt which 
muſt ſave you, and not this Chriſt, the only Son of God, (as 
they talk, and would perſuade you) incarnate by aſſuming the 
nature of man in the womb of the virgin Mary. And if, a- 


mongſt all the ambaſſadors to whom the miniſtry of reconcilia- 


tion is committed, there be one more eminently qualified than 
another, to whom his Maſter hath given a ſpecial ſpiritual dex- 
terity in beſeeching, praying and perſuading men to be recon- 

cilod 
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ciled unto God, Who hath made bis only begotten Son, the 
Lord-Jeſus Chriſt; ſin for them, that they may be made the 

righteouſneſs of Goth ig him; One, ahols ſhining light, and 
burning zeal probes him'to-be-a Star held:in his Maſter's right- 
hand; One whom It ſus Chriſt doth moſt remarkably counte- 
nance in his adminiſtrations, in making manifeſt the ſavour of 
his knowledge by him amongſt the people; One highly eſteem- 
ed for his work's ſake, and endeared to the lovers of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for bis caring naturally for the flock, and travail- 
ing in birth till Chriſt be formed in his hearers; One by whoſe 
miniſtry Satan's dominion over ſouls is deſtroyed, and they in- 
ſtalled into the F Spear" liberty of the ſons of God: then, as if 
they were the ſole truſtees that Satan had upon the earth, and 
his only Janizaries fitted for that work, or as if they were ſent 
expreſs from hell, they ſet themſelves: in oppoſition to this 
man, and all who wall with him in the ſame ſpirit, and in the 
ſame ſteps, and do all they can, by their bawling, to blaſt the 
miniſtry of fuch a worker together with God. As the, mini- 
ſters of Jeſus Chriſt are the men in the. world againſt whom 
they have the maſt pure and perfect hatred, ſo it is againſt thoſe 
miniſters more particularly who are moſt tender and edifying, 
and by whoſe. labour amongft the people, their Lord and Mat- 
ter, who ſent them, ſees of the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatis- 
fied, that they, as the miniſters of Satan, ſet themſelves. Very 
fit meſſengers of Satan. are they, if any were caught up to the 
third heaven, to buffet him. I appeal in this matter to the ex- 
perience and obſervation of all who take notice of their way; 
and how little they trouble others, their maſter fearing little, 
or finding little damage to his dominion: and Eingdom, by theſe 
lazy ly-bies and idle loiterers.  - 

Let this:fhort hint of that nh load generation out us, not 
only to weep to ſee what a dominion Satan hath obtained over 
ſuch poor unſettled fouls, who every day wax worſe and worſe, 
deceiving and being deceived; but alſo, to ſtudy more caution 
and circumſpection in our way for the future, and that in order 
both to our own preſervation, that that wicked one touch us 
not, nor have acceſs to tumble us headlong in this gulf, and al- 
ſo in order to the recovery {if it be poſſible) of ſome at leaſt of 
thoſe out of this ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by 
him at his pleafure. Let all who would be ſaved themſelves, or 
would not become a ſuare to others, by emboldening them by 
their example to converſe to their perdition with ſuch: deceivers, 
ſave themſelves; and fan aloof N WY N oy that they 
may be ſaved. © - -/ 

It may and ought to, be heated: and regretted by all of 
us, that when Satan firſt ſet up by theſe proxies,” and appear- 
Ws in this nu to act upon the lage, he 4 not a little 

4K | 5 at 


— * 28 


318 POSTSCRIPT: 


at his firſt aſſault, by our contempt and ſecutity. For every 
ane thought the devil was turned duce, and had played the 
wrong card, and failed in his politicks, in falling upon the leaſt 
probably taking way that ever he had yet attempted, how either 
to promove his own kingdom of darkneſs, or oppole the coming 
of the kingdom of the Son of God, in ſo clear a day of the 
goſpel's ſhining brightneſs. And therefore, however men were 
amazed at the appearance of fuch a monſter (and the more they 
were amazed at its fize and ſhape, the more they thought them- 
ſelves exempred from all care, to trouble themſelves in tellin 
the world that it was ſuch, and whence it came, and whether 
it went ; it was taken by the moſt diſcerning for granted, that 
the devil intended this piece of ridiculous pageantry, only for 
an interlude, that ſo, while we were gazing and mocking, he 
might fill the ſtage with Rome's abominations : and the more 
zudicious cannot but diſcern, how the devil, in this drefs, hath 
had the aſſiſtance of his old cabal the coiiclave ; and by the brim- 
ſtone which iſſue out of their mouths, wherewith ſo many are 
killed, they may well be judged to make up one of Abaddor's 
legions) yet it was put out of doubt with moſt, that the Chriſti- 
an world, eſpecially theſe churches, which had enjoyed ſo fair 
a day, and had been in a manner the valley of viſion, could not 
be cheated into a liking of this hell-black compound of all 'the 
moſt damnable hereſies; and judged, that there was but little 
reaſon to fear that Satan ſhould prevail much, or make any no- 
table inroads upon the church, while he appeared (ofike himſelf; 
yea, it was thought impoſſible that any who had but the uſe of 
his reaſon, much leſs any,who profeſſed religion, could be be- 
witched and proſelyted into a way which ſeemed to carry its own 
antidote with it, becauſe its poifon was ſo palpable, and Satan 
had been at ſo little pains to buſk this hook, or hide his malice, 
in deſigning to murder as many as ſhould ſwallow this ſoup. 
Nay, ſome were puffed up, and tuſhed at the fear of others, 
inſtead of being deeply affected, to ſee what ſpiritual judgments 
and plagues we were thereby threatened with, and like to be 
poured forth upon a people, who had walked ſo unſuitable to 
oat depree of glorious Goſpel light which had ſhined amongſt 
us: But, alas! it is our folly to think that Satan plays the fool 
D when he puts on hood and bells; for he perceiving the 
temper and untenderneſs of many high pretenders, who had not 
received the truth in love, and perceiving how, in place of pura 
religion and undefiled before God, a giddy gaudineſs was en- 
tertained, as the badge of a progreſſive knowledge, and looked 
upon as an high attainment : Satan, I fay, obſerving the pro- 
penſion of many to turn away their ears from the ſolid ſubſtanti- 
al and faving truths of the Goſpel, and how.ready they were to 
be turned into fables, appears in this dreſs; and when men in 
their gaudy giddineſs came to gaze, when they ought to 3 
looke 
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looked on with the tear in their eye; all on a ſudden, he opens 
this ſluice of hell upon them, and ſpues this flood out of his 
mouth after the woman, who had brought forth the man · child 
of reformatidn (by which he was enraged, becauſe thereby caſt 
unto the earth) that he might cauſe her to be carried away of 
the flood; Oh, if this day we could remember our faults, and 
weep over our folly, who carried in that day, as if ignorant of Sa. 
tan's devices! For though we ourſelves had been ſome way ſe- 
cured againſt his ſucceſs in this garb and ſhape, after the light 
had ſhined in fuch a meridian brightneſs amongſt us; yet it be- 
came us to have been deeply affected at this diſmal appearance, 
leſt the rumour of the riſe of ſuch a generation, after ſo much 
endeavour to reform the church, ſhould have given Satan the 
advantage of creating ſuch a prejudice againſt all for reformation 
in other churches, as that they, upon hearing what giddineſs 
and prodigious delufions ſome were delivered over unto, in a 
church of theſe endeavours, might abandon all eflays that way, 
and bleſs themſelves in a ſupine neglect of what is yet unqueſti- 
onably, their duty. F | 

But that which gave Satan the greateſt advantage of all, was 
this, that maſt men at firſt did (and not a few continue to do 
ſo to this day) out of a kind of fooliſh pity, look upon them as 
a well-meaning kind of harmleſs, though half-hillocked perſons ; 
and therefore converſed with them, without all fear or appre- 
hended neceſſity of fearing a being infected with ghat leproſy 
which was got up into their head, and for which they ſhould 
bave been put out of the camp of the IHrael of God, as utterly 
unclean. ee WY 

And hence it came to paſs, that he who in diſdain and con- 
tem pt of that fnare, ſaid to-day, Am I a dog to do this great 
evil? began to bark with them to-morrow, at the Sun of righte- 
ouſneſs, and all the healing that is v-:der his wings, and to belch 
forth blaſphemies againſt the way and word of God. Let no 
man therefore wonder at Satan's ſucceſs under this ſhape, vor at 
the ſpreading of this contagious leproly ; nay, let him conclude 
without a peradventure, that it will certainly ſpread further, 
if the courſe fo proper to preſerve ourſelves and cure them, pre- 
{cribed by our bleſſed Lord, the great Phyſician of his church, 
be not followed. Let them therefore be ſhunned, that they 
may be aſhamed, when they find themſelves {tink in the noſtrils 
of all who ſavour the things of God, and ſhut out from all who 
are called by his precious name, as perſons bearing and branded 
with another name and mark. OS 8 

Let no man who would not expoſe bimſelf to the ſnare of the 
devil, and harden them to deſtruction, liſten unto them, receive 
them into his houſe, or carry any otherwiſe towards them than 
towards Satan's agents and angels, who are ſo known by their 
Ptt talk 
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talk and tokens, that ſcarce can it be ſaid they transform 4 


ſelves into angels of light, that they may with the greater fati. 
lity promove the kingdom of darkneſs. 

Let me therefore beſeech, and obteſt all the fearers of God, 
to whole hands theſe lines hall come, by their love to him, by 
their longing after the coming of Chriſt's kingdom, and their 
deſires of the earth's being filled with the knowledge of his 
glory, as the waters cover the ſea, by the love they have to their 
own immortal ſouls, and the ſalvation of the preſent generati- 
on and poſterity: Yea, let me make bold to charge them, in 
the name and authority of the great God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by their dreadful appearance. before him, and as e- 
ver they expect to be admitted to Chriſt's company, and find a 
place amongſt them who are ſaved and waſhed in his blood, 
and made kings and prieſts unto God, and his Father, make 
more conſcience henceforth of abſtaining from all converſe, be- 
yond the unpleaſant conſtraint of pure neceſſity, with this race 


of the moſt degenerate brood, and deſperate enemies to the true 


foundation-principles of falvation; that ever hell yet hatched, 
or Satan ſet on work, to counter-work and obſtruct the progreſs 
of the goſpel. The adequate remedy, it is true, is not in the 
hand of every, nor any private Chriſtian ; but God hath put 
this plaiſter into every man's hand, and bath made it eaſy tor 
him to apply it, while other remedies are not within his reach, 
whereby he may, thro” grace, preſerve himſelf unpolluted, and 
pure from the plague of the ſpreading contagion, yea, and poſ- 


tibly recover ſome of them: let him but in compliance with the 


will of God, diſcountenance theſe traders and traffickers for 
Satan, and let him ſhun all converſe with them. Enter not in- 
to. the path of theſe wicked perſons, and go not in the way of 
theſe evil men; avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, and paſs 
away: for their houſe inclineth unto death, and their paths un- 


to the dead. None (at leaſt few) that go unto them, return. 


again, neither take they hold of the paths of life. 

If any deſpiſe our Lord's preſcription, and do otherwiſe, let 
neither himſelf nor others wonder, if, as a juſt puniſhment of 
this preſumptuous contempt, he be left and caught into the 
ſnare. O fear this infatuation, which hath overtaken fo many 
to that height, that they wrangle and wreſt, without a bluſh, the 
word of life, and the ſcriptures holding forth the plain path- 
way of ſalvation, to their own perdition; yea, and as perſons 
ſick of an hydrophoby, fear only and flee from the proper re- 
medy. O beware, leſt, while you fee ſuch a doletul and ſo a- 
mazing a ſpeCtacle and document of divine diſpleaſure before 
vour eyes, you alſo, being led away with the error of the wick- 
ed, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs: but labour to grow in grace, 


and | in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ;, 


and 
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and then it is impoſſible not to grow in an abhorrence at name 
and thing of this abomination, which his ſoul hateth, as the 
moſt pure and perfect oppoſition to that ſalvation which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and the moſt explicit and plain attempt againſt 
the pleaſure of the Lord's proſpering in the Mediator's hand, 
and his ſeeing of the travail of his ſoul and being ſatisfied, that 
ever Satan made or managed by any mortal. But I have poſſi- 
bly exceeded the juſt limits of a poſtſcript ; and therefore, com- 
mitting thee to the guarding and guidings of his grace, whois 
of power to eſtabliſh thee, and keep thee from falling, and pre- 
ſent thee faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with exceed- 
ing joy, I here ſubſiſt. | 


Mr. RuTHERFookD's TESTIMONY to the Covenanted 
Work of Reformation, (from 1638, to 1649.) in Britain 
and Ireland. | 


HOUGH the Lord needeth not a Teſtimony from ſuch a 
wretched man as J, if I, and all the world ſhould be fi- 
lent, the very ſtones would cry : it is more than debt, that [ 
ſhould confeſs Chriſt before men and angels. It would ſatisfy 
me not a little, that the throne of my Lord Jeſus were exalted 
above the clouds, the heaven of heavens, and on both ſides of 
the ſun; and that all poſſible praiſe and glory were aſcribed to 
him; that, by his grace, I might put my feal, ſuch as it is, 
unto that ſong, even the new ſong of theſe, who, with a loud 
voice, ing, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the ſeals thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeem- 
ed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation : and haſt made us unto our God kinys 
and prieſts; and we ſhall reign on earth, Rev. v. 9, 10.” And 
bleſſed were I, could I lay to my ear of faith, and fay Amen 
to that Pſalm © of the many angels round about the throne, 
and the beaſts, aud elders : whoſe number is ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands: ſaying, with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power 
and riches, and wiſdom, and-ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
and blefling.” And if I heard “ every creature, which is in 
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth; and ſuch as are in 
the (ea; and all that are in them; (as John heard them) ſay- 
ing, Blefling, and honour, and glory, and power be unto him 

that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lomb for ever and 
ever.” I mean not any ſuch viſible reign of Chriſt on earth, as 
the Millenaries fancy; I believe (Lord help my unbelief) the 
doctrine of the holy prophets, and the apoſtles of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, contained in the books of the Old and New 'Feita- 
meat, to be the undoubted truth of God, and a perfect rule f 

. n wal tai.» 


before the Lord.“ There is alſo a clear prophecy to be accom- 
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faith, and the only way of ſalvation. And I do acknowledge 
the ſum of the Chriſtian religion, exhibited in the Confeſſions 
and Catechiſms of the reformed proteſtant churches : and in the 
national covenant, divers times {worn by the king's majeſty, the 
ſtate, and church of Scotland; and ſealed by the teſtimony 
and ſubſcription of the nobles, barons, gentlemen, citizens, 
miniſters, and profeſſors of all ranks. As alſo, in the Solema 
League and Covenant in the three kingdoms of Scotland, Eng. 
land and Ireland. And J do judge, and in conſcience believe, 
that no power on earth can abſolve, and liberate, the people of 
God from the bonds and facred ties of the oath of God. I am 
perſuaded that Aſa acted warrantably, in making a law, that 
the people ſhould ſtand to the covenant; and in receiving into 
the covenant ſuch as were not of his kingdom, 2 Chron. xv. 
9, 10. As did alſo Hezekiah, in ſending. a proclamation thro! 
all the tribes, from Dan to Beerſheba, „That they ſhould come 
and keep the Paſſover unto the Lord at Jeruſalem, 2 Chron, 
XXX. 6, 7.” tho? their own princes did not go along with them; 


| yea, and it is nature's law, warranted by the word, that nations 


ſhould encousxage and ſtir up one another to ſeek the true God. 
It is alſo propheſied, That divers nations ſhould excite one a- 
nother in this way, © Ifa, ii. 3. Many people ſhall go and fay, 
Come ye, and let us go up unto the mountain of the Lord, to 
the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways,” 


Zech. vit. 21, 22. © And the inhabitants of one city ſhall go to 


another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord of 
hoſts: I will go alſo. Yea, many people and ſtrong nations 
ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to pray 


pliſhed under the New Teſtament, Jer. I. 4, 6. „That Iſrael and 
Judah ſhall go together, and ſeek the Lord, They ſhall aſk the 
way to Zion with their faces thitherward, faying, Come, and 
let us join ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, that 
ſhall not be forgotten.“ It is allo foretold, That different nati- 
ons ſhall confederate with the Lord, and with one another, 
4% Iſa. xix. 23, 24, 25. In that day there ſhall be an high way 
out of Egypt to Aſſyria; and the Aſſyrian ſhall come to Egypt, 
and the Egyptian into Aﬀyria, and the Egyptians fhall ſerve 
with the Aſſyrians. In that day ſhall Iſrael be the third with 
Egypt, and with Aſſyria, even a bleſſing in the midſt of the 
land; whom the Lord of hoſts thall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be 
Egypt my people, and Aſſyria the work of my bands, and Iſ- 
rael mine inheritance.” | 

The church of Scotland had once as much of the preſence of 
Chriſt, as to the power and purity of doctrine, worſhip, diſcip- 
line, and government, as many we read of, ſince the Lord took 
bis ancient pevple to be his covenanted church. The Lord ſtir- 
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red up our nobles to attempt a reformation in the laſt age, thro" 
many difficulties, and againſt much oppoſition from thoſe in 
ſupreme authority: he wade bare his holy arm, and carried on 
the work gloriouſly, like himſelf ; his right hand getting him 
the victory, until the idblatry of Rome, and her curſed maſs 
were daſhed : a hopeful reformation was in ſome meaſure ſet- 
tled, and a ſound Confeſſion of Faith was agreed upon, by the 
lords of the congregation. The people of God, according to 
the laudable cuſtom of other ancient churches, the Proteſtants 
in France and Holland, and the renowned'princes in Germany, 
did carry on the work in an innocent, ſelf-defenfive war, which 
the Lord did abundantly bleſs. When our land- and church 
were thus contending for that begun reformation, theſe in au- 
thority did ſtill oppoſe the work; and there was not then want- 
jug men from among ourſelves, men of prelatical ſpirits, who 
with ſome other time-ſerving courtiers, did not a little under- 
mine the building; and we doating too much upon ſound par- 
liaments, and lawful general aſſemblies, fell from our firſt love 


to ſelf-ſeeking, ſecret banding, and little fearing the oath of 
God. 5 | FR 

Afterwards, our work in public was too much in ſequeſtrati- 
on of eſtates, fining and impriſoning, more than in a compaſſi- 
onate mourn fulneſs of fpirit toward thoſe whom we ſaw to op- 
poſe the work. In our aſſemblies, we were more to ſet up a 
ſtate oppoſite to a ſtate; more upon forms, citations, leading 
of witneſſes, ſuſpenſions from benefices, than ſpiritually to per- 
ſuade, and work upon the conſcience, with the meckneſs and 
gentleneſs of Chriſt. The glory and royalty of our princely 
Redeemer and King was trampled on, as any might have ſeen 
in dur aſſemblies. What way the army and the ſword, and the 
countenance of nobles and officers ſeemed to ſway, that wa 
were the cenſures carried. It had been better, had their been 
more days of humiliation and faſting in aſſemblies, ſynods, pref- 
byteries, congregations, families; and far leſs, adjourning 
commiſſions, new peremptory ſummons, and new drawn-up 
proceſſes. And if the meekneſs and gentleneſs of our Maſter 
had got ſo much place in our hearts, that we might have waited 
on gainſayers, and parties contrary minded; and we might have 
driven gently, as our Maſter Chriſt, who loves not to over-drive, 
but « carries the lambs in his boſom.” “ | * 

If the word of truth, in the Old and New Teſtaments, be a 
ſufficient rule, holding forth what is a Chriſtian army, whe- 
ther offenſive or defenſive, whether clean or ſinſully mixed, 
then muſt we leave the queſtion betwixt our pyblic brethren 
and us, to be determined by that rule; but if there be no ſuch 
rule in the word, then the confederacies and affociations of the 
people of God, with the idolatrous apoſtate Iſraelites, with the 
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Fgyptians and Aſſyrians, as that of Jehoſhaphat with Ahab. 
and theſe of Iſrael and Judah, with Egypt and Aſſyria, are not 
to be condemned. But they are often reproved and condemn. 
ed in (ſcripture. To deny the ſcripture to be a ſufficient rule in 
this caſe, were to accuſe it of being imperfeCt and defective. An 
high and unjuſt reflection on the holy word of God. Beyond 
all queſtion, the written word doth teach what is a right con- 
ſtituted court, and what not, Pſalm x. What is a right conſti. 
tuted houſe, and what not, Joſh. xxiv. 15. What is a true church, 
and what is a falſe one: what is a true church, and what is a 
ſynagogue of Satan, Rev. ii, What is a clean camp, and what 
is an unclean. We are not for an army of ſaints, and free of 
all mixture of ill affected men: but it ſeems an high prevarica. 
tion for churchmen to counſel and teach, that the weight and 
truſt of the affairs of Chriſt, and his kingdom, ſhould be laid up- 
on the whole party of ſuch as have been enemies to our cauſe, 
contrary to the word of God, and the declarations, remonſtran- 
ces, ſolemn warnings, and ſerious exhortations of his church, 
whoſe public proteſtations the Lord did admirably bleſs, to the 
encouragement of the godly, and the terror of all the oppoſers 
of the work. 

Since we are very ſhortly to appear before our dreadful Maſ. 
ter and Sovereign, we cannot paſs from our proteſtation, truſt- 
ing we are therein accepted of him; though we ſhould lie under 
the imputation of dividing ſpirits and unpeaceable men. We 
acknowledge all due obedience in the Lord, to the king's majeſ- 


ty; but we diſown that eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy in, and over, 


the church, which ſome aſcribe to him: that power of com- 
manding external worſhip, not appointed in the word; and 
laying bonds upon the conſciences of men, where Chriſt has 
made them free. We difown antichriſtian prelacy, bowing at 
the name of Jeſus, ſaints days, canonizing of the dead, and 
other ſuch corrupt inventions of men, and leok on them as the 
high way to popery. Alas ! now there is no need of a ſpirit of 
rophecy, to declare what ſhall be the woful condition of a land 
that hath broken covenant, firſt practically, and then legally, 
with the Lord our God; and what ſhall be the day of the ſilent 
and dumb watchmen of Scotland? Where will we leave our 
glory, and what if Chriſt depart out of our land ? We verily 
judge they are moſt loyal to the king's majeſty, who deſire the 
droits may be ſeparated from the ſilver, and the throne eſtabliſh- 


ed in righteouſneſs and judgment. We are not (our witneſs is 


in heaven) againſt his majeſty's title by birth to the kingdom, 
and the right of the royal family: but that the controverſy of 
wrath againſt the royal family may be removed; that the huge 
guilt of che throne may be mourned for before the Lord: and 
tiiat his majeſty may ſtand conſtantly, all the days of his life, 


i the covenant of God, by oath, teal, and ſubſcription, known 
10 
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| | | 
the world; that ſo peace, and the bleffings of heaven, may fol- 
low his government : that the Lord may be his rock and ſhield, 
that the juſt may flouriſh in his time, that men fearing God, 
hating covetouſneſs, and of known integrity and godlineſs, may 
be judges and rulers under his majeſty. And they are not real- 
ly loyal and faithful to the ſupreme magiſtrate, who wiſh not 
ſuch qualifications in him: we are not, in this particular, con- 
tending, that a prince who is not a convert, or a ſound believ- 
er, falls from his royal dominion : the ſcriptures of God war- 
rant us to pray for, and obey in the Lord, princes and ſupreme 
magiſtrates, that are otherwiſe wicked : and to tender all due 
obedience to them, Rom. xiii. 2, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 12, 13, 1 Pet. 
ii. 18. Our ſouls ſhould be afflicted before the Lord for the burn- 
ing of the cauſes of God's wrath: a ſad practice, too like the 
burning of the roll by Jehoiakim, Jer. xxxvi. 23. In theſe'con- 
troverſies, we ſhould take ſpecial heed to this, that Chriſt is a 
free, independent Sovereign, King, and Lawgiver. The Fa- 
ther hath appointed him his own king in mount Zion; and he 
cannot endure that the powers of the world ſhould encroach 
upon his royal prerogative; and preſcribe laws to him; this 
preſumption is not far fromythat of the citizens, that hated him, 
Luke xix. 14. He ſha t rule over us.” And from the in- 
tolerable pride of thoſe who are for breaking aſunder the bands 
of the Lord, and his anointed ; and for caſting away their cords 
from them, Pſalm ii. 2. Eſpecially ſeeing the man Chriſt would 
not take the office of a judge upon him, Luke xii. 14. And 
diſcharged his diſciples to exerciſe a civil-lordſhip over their 
brethren. 'True it is, the godly magiſtrate may command the 
miniſters of the goſpel to do their duty, but not under the pe- 
nalty of eccleſiaſtic cenſures, as if it were proper to him to call 
and uncall, depoſe and ſuſpend from the holy miniſtry. The 
tordly ſpiritual government, in and over the church, is given 
unto Chriſt, and none elſe ; he is the ſole eecleſiaſtic Lawgiver. 
It is proper to him to ſmite with the rod of his mouth ; nor is 
there any other ſhoulder, in heaven or on earth, that is able to 
bear the government. As this hath been the great controverſy 
betwixt our Lord Jeſus, and the powers of the world, from 
the beginning; ſo it has ruined all that coped with him. Chriſt 
has proven a rock of offence to them; they have been daſhed 
in pieces by the ſtone that was cut out of the mountain without, 
hands, Dan. ii. 34, 35- And the other powers that enter the 
liſts. with him, ſhall have the ſame diſmal exit. Whofoerer 
ſhall fall upon this ſtone, ſhall be broken; and on whomſoever 
it ſhall fall, it ſhall grind him to powder, Matth. xxi. 44. As 
the bleſſed prophets. and apoſtles of our Lord, contended not a 
little with the rulers of the earth, that Chriſt ſhould be the Head 
Corner Stone; that Chriſt is the only Head of the church, is 
| as 
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as ſure as that he died, was buried, and rofe again. It. is. 
moſt victorious and prevailing truth; not only preached and Wee n 
atteſted by the-ambaſſadors of the Lord of hoſts, but confirm 
ed by blood, martyrdom, and ſuffering, 


Many precious ſaints, have thought it their honour and-digni- Ne. 
ty to ſuffer ſhame and reproach for the name of- Jeſus. And it 


is beyond doubt, that paſſive ſuffering for the name of Chriſt, Wim: 
comes neareſt to that noble ſampler, wherein Chriſt, though a Her 
ſon, learned obedience by the things which he ſuffered, Heb, 
v. 8. Now bleſſed is the foul who loves not his life to death, Wh ! 
Rev. xii. 11. for on ſuch reſts the ſpirit of glory and of God, 
1 Pet. iv. 14. We cannot but ſay it is a ſad time to this land Ing 
at preſent, it is a day of darkneſs, and rebuke and blaſphemy. rie 
The Lord hath covered himſelf with a cloud in his anger; we 
looked for peace, but behold evil: our ſouls rejoiced when his n. 
majeſty did ſwear the covenant of God, and put thereto his ſeal 
and ſubſcription, and after confirmed it by bis royal promiſe ; WS" 
ſo that the ſubjects hearts bleſſed the Lord and reſted upon the 
healing word of a prince. But now, alas! the contrary is en- 
acted by law, the carved; work broken down, ordinances are de- 
faced, and we are brought into the former bondage and chaos 
of prelatical confuſions. The royal prerogative of Chriſt is pul- 
led from his head, and after all the days of ſorrow we have ſeen, 
we have juſt cauſe to fear we ſhall be made to read and eat that 
book wherein is written Mourning, and Lamentation, and Woe, 
Jet we are to believe, Chriſt will not ſo depart from the land, 
but a remnant ſhall be ſaved; and he ſhall: reign a victorious 
conquering King, to-the ends of the earth. O that there were 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and all the people of Chriſt's ha. 
bitable world, encompaſſing. his throne with cries and tears 


for the ſpirit of ſupplication, to be poured. down upon the in- 
habitants of Judah for that effect. 
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containing fome Advices and Exhortations to his 
Friends and Relations, during his ſickneſs, before 
his death, February the laſt, 1661, 


He uttered many ſavoury ſpeeches in the time of his ſickneſs, 
and often broke out in a ſacred kind of rapture, extolling 
and commending the Lord Jeſus, eſpecially when bis end 
drew near; whom he often called his bleſſed Maſter, his king- 
ly King. | 

OME days before his death he ſaid, I ſhall ſhine, I ſhall ſee 

dim as he is, I ſhall fee him reign, and all his fair com- 


pany 
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any with him; and I ſhall have my large ſhare, my eyes ſhall 
e my Redeemer, theſe very eyes of mine, and no ather for 
e; this may ſeem a wide word, but its no fancy or delu- 
on; its true, its true, let my Lord's name be exalted, and & 
e will, let my name be grinded to pieces, that he may be all 
all. If he ſhould ſlay me ten thouſand times ten thouſand os 
imes, VIl truſt. He often repeated, Jer. xv. 16. Thy words Eo. 
rere found and I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the 
oy and rejoicing of my heart.” Exhorting one to be diligent 
a ſeeking of God, he faid, Tis no eaſy thing to be a Chriſti. 
in, but for me, I have gotten the victory, and Chriſt is hold- 
ng out both his arms to embrace me. At another time, to ſome 
riends about him, he ſaid, At the beginning of my ſufferings 
had mine own fears like another ſinful man leſt I ſhould faint, 
and not be carried creditably through; and I laid this before 
he Lord : and as ſure as he ever ſpake to me in his word, as 
ſure his ſpirit witneſſed to my heart, “he had accepted my ſuf- 
ering, he ſaid to me, fear not: the outgate ſhall be ſimply 
matter of praiſe.” I ſaid to the Lord, if he ſhould ſlay me five 
thouſand times five thouſand times, I would truſt in him; and 
I ſpake it with much trembling, fearing I ſhould not make my 
putt good, But as really as ever he ſpoke to me by his Spirit, 
he witneſſed unto my heart, * that his grace ſhould be fufficient.” 
The laſt "Tueſday's night, before his death, being much weight- 
ed with the ſtate of the public, he had that expreſſion, “Fer- 
ror hath taken hold on me, becauſe of his diſpenſations.” And 
after falling upon his own condition, he ſaid, I diſclaim all that 
ever he made me will or do, and look on it as defiled and im- 
perfect, as coming from me; and I take me to Chriſt for ſanc- 
tification, as well as juſtification z and repeating theſe words, 
« He is made of God to me, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi- 
cation and redemption ;” he added, I cloſe with it, let him be 
lo, he is my All, in all this. 2 | 
On March the ſeventeenth, three. gentlewomen coming to 
ſee him; after exhorting them to read the word, and be fre- 
quent in prayer, and much in communion with God, he {ard, 
| My honourable Maſter and lovely Lord, my great and royal 
Ring, hath not a match in heaven or in earth ; I have my own 
guiltineſs like another finful man, but he hath pardoned, loved, 
and waſhed, and given me Joy unſpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry.” I repent not that ever I owned bis cauſe. "Theſe whom 
ye call Proteſters, are the witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt; I hope ne- 
ver to depart from that cauſe, nor fide with theſe that have 
burnt the cauſes of God's wrath. | 
They have broken their covenant oftener than once or twice : 
but 1 believe, « The Lord will build Zion, and repair the waſte 
places of Jacob.” O! toobtain mercy, to wreſtle with God for 
their ſalvation, As for this Preſ>ytery, it hath ſtood in oppo- 
: Uuu ſition 
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*.-, Htion to me theſe years paſt : T have my record in beaveng l 


had no particular end in view, but was ſeeking the honour of 
God, the thriving of the goſpel in this place, and the good of 
the new college, that fociety which I have left upon the Lord: 
what perſonal wrongs they have done to me, and what grief they 

have occaſioned to me, I heartily forgive them; and deſire mer- 
cy to wreſtle with God, for mercy to them and all their ſalvation, 
The ſame day, Mr. James M*<Gill, Mr. John Wardlaw, Mr. 
William Violant, and Mr. Alexander Wedderburn, (all mem: 
bers of the ſame preſbytery with him) coming to viſit him, he 
made them heartily welcome, and faid, My Lord and Maſter is 
the chief of ten thouſand of thouſands, none is comparable to 
him in heaven or in earth. Dear brethren, do all for him; 
pray for Chriſt, preach for Chriſt, feed the flock committed to 
your charge for Chriſt, do all for Chriſt ; beware of men- plea- 
fing, there is too much of it among us. Dear brethren, you 
know I have had my own grievances among you of this preſby. 
tery. He, before whom I ſtand, knows it was not my particy- 
lar, but the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, and the thriving of the 
goſpel, I was ſeeking. What griefs or wrongs you have done 
me, I heartily forgive, as I defire to be forgiven of Chriſt. The 
new college hath broke my heart, and I can ſay nothing of it, 
but I have lefr it upon the Lord of the houle ; and it hath been, 
and ſtill is, my deſire, that he may dwell in this ſociety, and that 
the youths may be fed with found knowledge. This is a divided 
viſit of the preſbytery, and I know ſo much the leſs what to ſay. 

After this, he ſaid, Dear brethren, it may ſeem a preſump- 
tion in me, a particular man, to fend a commiſſion to a preſby- 
tery; and Mr. M*Gill replzing, It was no preſumption : he 
continued, Dear brethren, take a commiſſion from me, a dying 
man, to them, to appear for God and his cauſe, and adhere to 
the doctrine of the covenant, and have a care of the flock com- 
mitted to their charge. Let them feed the flock out of love, 
preach for God, viſit and catechiſe for God, and do all for God. 
Beware of rman-pleaſfing : the chief Shepherd will appear ſhort- 
ly; and tell them from me, dear brethren, that all the perſoual 
griefs and wrongs they have done to me, I do cordially and free- 


ly forgive them: but for the buſineſs of the new college, I have 


left that upon the Lord: let them ſee to it, my foul defires the 
Lord to dwell in that ſociety, and that himſelf, may feed the 
youths. I have been a ſinful man, and have had my failings, 
but my Lord hath pardoned and accepted my labours. I ad- 
here to the cauſe and covenant, and mind never to depart from 
that proteſtation againſt the controverted aſſemblies. I am the 
man I was. lam till for keeping the government of the kirk 
of Scotland intire, and would not for a thouſand worlds, have 
had the leaſt finger of an hand in burning of the cauſes of God's 
wrath, O! for grace to wreſtle with God for their ſalvation, 


who 
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cho have done it; and Mr. Violant having prayed, at his de- 


fire, as they took their leave, he renewed his charge to them, 
« to feed the flock out of love? 

The next morning, as he recovered out of fainting, in which 
they who looked on, expected his diſſolution, he faid, | feel, 
feel, I believe in Joy, and rejoice; [ feed on manna. 'The 
worthy and famous Mr. Robert Blair, whoſe praiſe is in the 
goſpel, through all this church, being with him, [I muſt tell 
the reader, our author had this man in high eſteem, and lived 
in near friendſhip and love with him to the day of his death. 
A reverend miniſter, lately fallen afleep, that was often with 
Mr. Rutherfoord told me, he uſed to call Mr. Blair a worthy 
man of God] As Mr. Rutherfoord tcok a little wine in a ſpoon, 
to refreſh himſelf, being very weak, Mr. Blair faid to him, Ye 


feed on dainties in heaven, and think nothing of our cordials 


on earth; he anſwered, They are all but dung, yet they are 
Chriſt's creatures, and out of obedience to his command, I take 
them; adding, my eyes ſhall ſee my Redeemer, I know he ſhall 
ſtand the laſt day upon the earth, and I ſhall be caught up in 
the clouds to meet him in the air, and I ſhall be ever with him, 
and what would ye have more, there is an end; and ſtretching 
out his hand again, reply'd, there is an end. A little al- 


ter, he ſaid, I have been a wicked ſinful man, but I ſtand at the 


beſt paſs that ever a man did, Chriſt is mine and I am his; and 
ſake much of the white ſtone, and the new name. Mr. Blair, 
who loved to hear Chriſt commended with all his heart, 1aid 
to him again, What think ye now of Chriſt ? to which he re- 
plied, I thall live and adore him: glory, glory, to my Creator, 


and.to my Redeemer for ever : glory ſhines in Immanuel's land. 


In the afternoon of that day, he ſaid, O! that all my bre- 
thren, in the public, may know what a Maſter I have ſerved, 
and what peace I have this day: I ſhall fleep in Chriſt, and 


when I awake, I ſhall be ſatisfied with his likeneſs.” And he 
faid, This night ſhall cloſe the door, and put my anchor with 


in the vail, and I ſhall go away in a ſleep, by five of the clock 
in the morning: which exactly fellout according as he had told 
that night: though he was very weak, he had often this expreſ- 
ſion, O for arms to embrace him; O for a well tuned harp. 
And he exhorted Dr. Colvil (a man that complied with Epitco- 
pacy afterwards) to adhere to the government of the kirk of 
Scotland, and to the doctrine of the covenant ; and to have a 
care that youth were fed with found knowledge; and expreſt 
his deſire, that Chriſt might dwell in that ſcciety, and that 
vice and profaneneſs might be borne down; and the doctor be- 
ing a profeſſor in the new college, he told him, That he hear- 

tily forgave him all offence he had don: him. 
He ſpake likewiſe to Mr. Honeyman, who came to ſee him, 
(the wan, who afterward not only ſubmitted to the Epiſcopal 
Uu-u2 g20vern- 
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government, but wrote in defence of it, and was made Biſhop 
of Orkney) and deſired him to tell the preſbytery to appear for 
God and his cauſe, and covenant, ſaying, The caſe is not def. 
perate, let them be in their duty. Ang direCting his ſpeech to 
Dr. Colvil, and Mr. Honeyman, he faid, Stick to it. Ye may 
think it an eaſy thing in me, a dying man, that is now going 
out of the reach of all that man can do, but he, before whom { 
ſtand, knows Idare adviſe no colleague or brother to do what ! 
would not cordially do myſelf, upon all hazard: and as for the 
cautes of God's wrath, that men have now condemned; tell 
Mr. James Wood from me, that Ihad rather lay my head down 
on a ſcaffold, and ſuffer it to be chopped off many times, were 
it poſſible, before I had paſſed from them. And to Mr. Ho. 
neyman he ſaid, Tell Mr. James Wood from me, I heartily for. 
give him all wrongs he has done me; and defire him from me, 
to declare himſelf the man that he is, ſtill for the government 
of the church of Scotland. 

And truly Mr. Rutherfoord was not deceived in him, for the 
learned, pious, and worthy Mr. Wood was true and faithful to 
the preſbyterian government; nothing could bow him to com- 
ply, in the leaſt degree, with abjured prelacy z ſo far from 
that, that apoſtacy and treachery of others, whom he had too 
much truſted, broke his upright ſpirit, eſpecially the aggravat- 
ed defeCtion and perfidy of one whom he termed Judas, Demas, 
and Gehazi, concentred in one, after he found what part he 
acted to the church of Scotland, under truſt, For this Mr. 
Wood went to the grave a man of ſorrows, and left his teſtimo- 
ny behind him, to the work of God in this land, which has 
been in print a long time ago. I owe this piece of juſtice to 
the memory of this great man; and to ſhew that the only dif- 
ferences betwixt Mr. Rutherfoord and him, were occaſioned by 
Mr. Wood's joining with the promoters of the public reſolutions 
of that time, but Mr. Rutherfoord ever ſpoke of him with re- 
gard, and as a good man whom he loved. After, when ſome 
ſpoke to Mr. Rutherfoord of his former painfulneſs and faith- 
fulneſs in the work of God, he ſaid, I diſclaim all that, the 
port I would be at is redemption and forgiveneſs, through his 
blood. Thou ſhalt ſhew me the path of life, in thy ſight is 
fulneſs of joy. There is nothing now betwixt me and the reſur- 
rection; © But to day thou ſhalt be with me in paradiſe : Mr. 
Blair ſaying, Shall I praiſe the Lord for all the mercies be bath 
done for you, and is to do? He anſwered, O for a well tuned 
harp. To his child he ſaid, IJ have again left you upon the 
Jord; it may be you will tell this to others, That the lines are 
fallen to me in pleaſant places, I have a goodly heritage: I bleis 
the Lord that gave me counſel, Ee 
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